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ABSTRACT 

 Marshall Mortimer Murdock was one of the most compelling and controversial 

figures in all of Kansas history.  Best known perhaps for establishing the Wichita Eagle 

in 1872, a newspaper whose primary business it was—as it was in fact for so many 

newspapers of its time—to ‘boost’ the city which carried its name,  Murdock was in fact 

a newspaper man, a booster, first and foremost.  Marshall Murdock, however, was more 

than just a “master town-builder,” as his friend and colleague, David Leahy, once 

remarked.  Murdock was both essential to and responsible for Wichita’s early successes, 

and by extension, its near demise and consequent rebuilding in the boom to bust days of 

the 1880s.  Marshall Murdock’s high profile, high powered, and highly charged editorial 

style was but a microcosm of the man himself.  In a life, which embraced his role as 

Soldier, Statesman, Politician, Printer, Murdock was an archetype of the Gilded Age; he 

remained unabashedly conservative in politics and principle and sought to encourage 

always and compel as necessary others in his orbit to champion this same world view.   

Murdock was to the end of his days a true believer in both the Wichita he knew and the 

Wichita he envisioned.  This was Murdock.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

“GILDED AS CHARGED” 
 
Marshall M. Murdock believed in the future of Wichita, Kansas.  In early 1872, 

having recently paid a visit there, Murdock, who was then the editor of the Osage 

Chronicle in Burlingame, Kansas, made a decision to move his family to this very new, 

yet promising community near the junction of the Big and Little Arkansas Rivers.  Forty-

five years old at the time, Murdock would make Wichita his home for the remainder of 

his life.  He was a very central figure in the actual working out of often complex political, 

social, and economic issues for the betterment of individuals and their concerns in the 

city of Wichita and beyond.  Indeed, had it not been for Marshall M. Murdock’s ceaseless 

promotion, and inveterate nerve, not only is it distinctly possible that the Santa Fe 

Railroad, for example, may never have come to Wichita, but so too is it very likely that 

the city itself might not have become as prominent as it did. 

‘Colonel’ Marsh, as he was known to those who knew him well, possessed both 

an incisive intellect and an imaginative ability to see beyond the moment.  As founder 

and editor of the Wichita Eagle in April 1872, he was a newspaperman, but he was much 

more.  He extolled the virtues of a promising wealthy Wichita to would be newcomers 

through his editorials, yet he elected not to speculate himself in the eventuating real estate 

craze that was to forge and later vanquish many fortunes.  He was both considerate and 

compassionate, though rarely complimentary and often overly condescending.   He was a 

true archetype of the Gilded Age, a commanding husband and father at home, for 

example, and in public a dominating male personality with the qualifying accoutrements 

of dress and demeanor—the high white collar, for example, and the mutton chops about a 
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grim visage.  He was marked by diligence in deportment and determination, and he 

embraced the values of family, first, all others second.  He worked incessantly as 

consistency to these values afforded him, and he was mindful always in advancing the 

goals and prospects of the town he was to call his own until 1908 when cancer claimed 

his life at the age of 72. 

There has been a significant amount of literature devoted to Murdock over the 

years, to include articles, essays, and short life-biographies, devoted in part to summing 

his life, his character, and/or his accomplishments.  The starting point for all research on 

Marshall Murdock, indeed, the Murdock family, is the Special Collections Department at 

Wichita State University, where the bulk of all biographical materials on Murdock can be 

found.1  While the majority of this literature, which consists primarily of essays and 

historical vignettes devoted to Marshall Murdock’s place in Wichita history, has been 

valuable in providing details and context, it is all the same extremely dated.  David 

Leahy’s biographical summary, for example, “Marshall M. Murdock,”2 dates from 1910, 

while Hill P. Wilson’s account was published the beginning of the twentieth century.3    

Books relating to nineteenth century boosterism were helpful in providing a 

broader context for Murdock’s role as a booster.  Among these were Don H. Doyle’s New 

Men, New Cities, New South4, and David Wrobel’s Promised Lands.5   In addition, 

articles devoted to Murdock’s place, specifically, in nineteenth century boosterism, as 

                                                 
1 The manuscript collection, Marcellus M. Murdock Papers, MS 80-04, Wichita State University Special Collections, 

Wichita, KS., contains a wealth of documents and artifacts on the Murdock family.  As the “content note” on the collection provides:  
“Photographs, correspondence, clippings, and artifacts make up the majority of this collection documenting the personal and 
professional life of Marcellus Marion Murdock. The materials in the collection range from the early 1900s to the 1980s. Also of 
interest are photographs and biographical information for many members of the Murdock family.” 

2 David D. Leahy, “Col. Marshall M. Murdock,” History of Wichita and Sedgwick County, Kansas, ed. O.H. Bentley, 1910, 
vol. 2, 485-88, 485, in MMM 80-04. 
3 Hill P. Wilson, “Marshall M. Murdock,” Biographical History of Eminent Men of the State of Kansas, 1901, 605-60, in MMM 80-04.  

4 Don H. Doyle, New Men, New Cities, New South: Atlanta, Nashville, Charleston, Mobile, 1860-1910, Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1990, 137. 

5 David Wrobel’s Promised Lands: Promotion, Memory, and the Creation of the American West.  Lawrence, Kansas: 
University of Kansas Press, 2002. 
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well as his role in shaping and controlling the events of a larger national character, to 

include his handling of the whole ‘woman question’ in the later nineteenth century, find a 

place in helping afford a broader perspective in the present study.  Prominent among 

these works are Jay Price’s “Cowboy Boosterism,”6 and Rebecca Edward’s “Marsh 

Murdock and the Wily Women of Wichita:”7   

Finally, among those studies dedicated in part or in whole to elucidating Murdock’s 

contributions to the founding and advancement of the city of Wichita itself, the works of 

former historian, Craig Miner, remain among the foremost contributions to our 

understanding of local Wichita history.  Particularly notable for this study were his 

Wichita, The Early Years 1865-80,8  and Wichita The Magic City.
9

 

  Still, there remains a great deal of work to be done.  Granted, the contributions, 

above, have in part outlined in satisfactory detail, the role that Murdock played in 

building and promoting the city of Wichita, primarily by way of his editorials in the 

Eagle.  There is little else, however, in any of the extant literature on this gentleman, 

specifically, to help us better understand just how dynamic and dominating a figure he 

was in shaping the context of an ever evolving early Wichita.  

 Mr. Murdock’s Wichita, or “Peerless Princess of the Plains,” as he came to 

christen it, was perhaps without equal in its station among the cities of the Southwest in 

the later part of the nineteenth century.  This of course did not just happen, and it will be 

in part the subject of this thesis to expound on the extent to which Murdock made it so, 

and how, having brought the city of Wichita really to the brink of near disaster in the 

                                                 
6 Jay Price, “Cowboy Boosterism: Old Cowtown Museum and the Image of Wichita, Kansas,” Kansas History 24 (Winter 

2001-2002): 301-317. 
7 Rebecca Edward’s “Marsh Murdock and the Wily Women of Wichita: Domesticity Disputed in the Gilded Age.” Kansas 

History 25 ( Spring 2002): 2-13.  
8 Craig Miner, Wichita, The Early Years 1865-80, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982. 
9 Craig Miner, Wichita The Magic City, Wichita: Sedgwick County Historical Museum, 1988. 
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boom days of the 1880s through his editorials and his real estate advertisements—

advertisements, which quite literally led to the kind of speculation he at last sought to call 

to a halt—he was able to pull his princess back from the brink and bring some measure of 

sanity to a city gone wild by way of real estate speculation.  Equally important in the 

course of bringing to light this fascinating figure of the Gilded Age, will be a discussion 

directed toward identifying and supporting the significance of his reach and influence in 

and outside the city of Wichita.  Murdock, very simply, was as dominating a figure as he 

was domineering a human being in the story of Wichita and the Southwest for the better 

part of the nineteenth century.  His place in history is genuine, his contributions to time 

and place both significant and controversial.  To all of this the present work is directed. 
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CHAPTER I. 
 

“OF IRON WORKS AND WIZARD STOCK” 
 

Marshall Mortimer Murdock, Wichita’s most engaging, most celebrated, and as 

often, most intimately polarizing early figures of the town, was himself descended from a 

storied stock of Murdocks and Pierponts reaching back “to the arms of the family of 

‘Murdoch’ of Cumlodden, Scotland,”10 on his father’s side and a “well-to-do” family of 

Welsh decent on his mother’s.  It was Morgan Morgan in fact, born in Wales in 1688, and 

later emigrating to America as notably the “first white settler in what is now West 

Virginia”11, who would later give rise to a whole host of Morgans and Pierponts, among 

whom were arguably America’s most acclaimed “financial wizard,”12 J.P Morgan, and 

the “first and only governor of the Reorganized Government of Virginia, Francis 

Harrison Pierpont.”13   

Murdock’s maternal great-great grandfather, John Pierpont Sr., after whom the 

fort in Revolutionary times and later the estate on which Murdock passed his early years 

was named, once served as host to George Washington when the famed general made an 

overnight stop at Pierpont’s home in the Morgantown area in 1784 to interview several 

patriots there about “various routes to the Potomac,” his objective–a commercial 

                                                 
10 In a single document titled “Murdock” from the Marcellus M. Murdock Papers, MS 80-04, Wichita State University 

Special Collections, Wichita, KS., hereafter, MMM 80-04, the name Murdock, more commonly found in the form, “Murdoch”, is said 
to have been of Gaelic and Irish origin, and can be literally translated to mean, “sea happy.”  The Murdock coat of ‘arms’, identified 
above, included two ravens hanging paleways<sic> sable with an arrow through both their heads,” and a single raven “rising sable 
having an arrow thrust through the breast,” and can be dated to between 1672 and 1677. 

11 See the short biography, titled, “Col. Zackquill Morgan,” in MMM 80-04.  An overview of the history of Morgantown, 
West Virginia, can be found at http://www.morgantownwv.gov/about/history/, accessed August 11, 2012, hereafter, “Morgantown 
History.” 

12 In a letter to his daughter, Victoria (Murdock) Bloom, dated January 28, 1955, Marcellus Murdock, Marshall’s son, rather 
proudly recounts that “my mother and father made a great deal out of the Pierpont origin, claiming that J.P. Morgan, the great 
financial wizard of the past generation, came from the same stock.” In this same letter, Murdock tells his daughter that while he could 
not say “from just where in the family tree old man Pierpont drew his sap,” he all the same “must have inherited a lot of hormones to 
disseminate by insemination five thousand heirs.”  See MMM 80-04, Box 5, FF5. 

13 Philip Sturm, “Francis Harrison Pierpont,” West Virginia Encyclopedia, nd, 
http://www.wvhumanities.org/Statehood/pierpont.htm, accessed August 11, 2012, hereafter, “Francis Harrison Pierpont.”   

http://www.morgantownwv.gov/about/history/
http://www.wvhumanities.org/Statehood/pierpont.htm
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connection between the Monongahela and eastern Virginia.14 Among those on hand that 

evening was Pierpont’s own father-in-law, Murdock’s great-ancestor, Colonel Zackquill 

Morgan, who had made his own mark earlier in settling and later establishing, on a 

charter from the Virginia Assembly in 1785, the town that was to bear his last name.15 

Into this celebrated family of Pierponts, Catherine Pierpont, the daughter of 

Zackquil Pierpont and Dorcas Ridgeway, married Thomas Murdock on December 27, 

1836. To this union were born three sons and two daughters, among them Marshall 

Mortimer, born a short ten months to follow his parents’ wedding on the Pierpont Estate, 

and later his two brothers, Thomas Benton, and Roland Pelly, and his sisters, Ella and 

Lavera, all of whom would themselves over time lead interesting lives of their own.16  

Marshall Mortimer Murdock was born October 10, 1837 on the Pierpont Estate 

near then, Morgantown, Virginia in a home his brother Thomas later recalled as having 

been “surrounded with grand old hills, native forests, running brooks, wild flowers, birds, 

and sunshine.”17  It was, as his brother further opined preferentially, a storied setting near 

the Cheat and Monongahela Rivers in present-day Monongalia County, West Virginia, a 

settlement “famous for its hospitality, for its grand men and noble women,”18 a setting 

which once included the literally virgin territory that Murdock’s ancestors on either side 

                                                 
14 Oliver Popenoe, “Settling Along the Monongahela in the 18th Century, An Essay in Historical Genealogy,” np, nd, 

http://www.popenoe.com/Settlers, accessed August 11, 2012.  
15 “Francis Harrison Pierpont.”  
16 It should be pointed out that among Murdock’s siblings; Thomas Benton is the most noteworthy for this study.  Founder 

and editor of the Weekly Republican in El Dorado, KS in 1883, Thomas was is in frequent contact with his brother over the years, and 
it is through their correspondence, particularly in the later years, that one can gain some insight into Marshall Murdock’s ideology and 
political frame of mind.   

17 In a memorial to his brother in the Wichita Eagle two days to follow Murdock’s death on January 2, 1908, Thomas Benton 
Murdock offered this appraisal of Murdock’s birthplace in an article entitled, “His Brother,” found among the file clippings in MMM 
80-04.  In most accounts referring to Marshall Murdock, the middle name, “Mortimer” is used.  Thomas offers the alternate middle 
name, “Marcellus,” which was the first name later given to Marshall Murdock’s youngest son, Marcellus, who was to assume the 
leadership role of the Wichita Eagle until his death in 1970.  It should be noted that Murdock’s newspaper, referred to throughout as 
the Wichita Eagle, has been referenced alternately through the years in a number of different edition formats, to include the Wichita 
Daily Eagle; and the Wichita Evening Eagle, to name just two.  Because the newspaper, in all its forms, daily, weekly, evening, 
morning, progresses chronologically through the Murdock years, the paper will be referenced in this work as simply, the Eagle, or 
Wichita Eagle.  

18 “His Brother.” 

http://www.popenoe.com/Settlers
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were to lay claim to following the Treaty of Paris in 1763, ending the French and Indian 

Wars.19 

Murdock’s first eight years on the Pierpont Estate, years in which his “young life 

was all that true hearts and sincere affection could vouchsafe, or that a prosperous home 

could contribute to make it a happy one,”20 were followed by a less than distinguished 

move, certainly, to Ironton, Lawrence County, Ohio in 1845 where his father reportedly 

“engaged first in contracting and afterward in the iron business and in merchandising.”21  

Apart from his objections in general to the institution of slavery as perhaps a motive in 

making the move to Ohio, there is nothing really to support ‘why’ Thomas Murdock 

elected to make the move to Ohio in the first place.  While the years the family spent in 

Ohio were particularly uneventful—nothing offered in any of the accounts considered 

provide evidence to the contrary—it was here that Marshall Murdock was himself to 

learn the art of printing, an art that would later prove to be a career advantage in both his 

appointment as a journeyman printer under the tutelage of John Speer, editor of the 

Lawrence Republican, later Tribune, and thereafter as the principal player in the Kansas 

news business himself, first in Burlingame, and later, in Wichita.  It was while in Ohio, 

that Murdock received “the principal portion of his education in the Ironton, Ohio, high 

school”22; and it was later in Delaware, Ohio, that he was to continue his formal 

                                                 
19 “Morgantown History.” 
20  “His Brother.”  
21 “Hon. Marshall M, Murdock,” United States Biographical Dictionary, Kansas Volume, S. Lewis & Company, 1879, 270-

71, from MMM 80-04, Box 15, ff11, B-2, hereafter, “Hon. Marshall M. Murdock.” 
22Ibid.; In an article from MMM 80-04, entitled, “Marshall M. Murdock,” taken from the Biographical History of Eminent 

Men of the State of Kansas, 1901, 605-607, hereafter, “Marshall M. Murdock,” Hill P. Wilson identifies that Murdock’s grandfather 
was the “inventor of the slide-valve for engines and the builder of the first traction engine, a machine now preserved in the British 
museum;” Wilson goes on to report that this same individual was the first to “discover and use illuminating gas,” an account, 
unfortunately, which could not be verified by any other source.  William Murdock, or Murdoch, the ‘Scot who lit the World,’ lived the 
whole of his life in Europe, the later years near Birmingham, England, where he died in 1839. Murdock’s grandfather, according to 
Wilson, the one and same Murdock to have ‘discovered and used illuminating gas’ “died in 1812”.  Too, it can be noted that William 
Murdock’s son, John—the only child for whom there was any information found whatsoever—could not be traced to America.  
Interestingly, in a separate account, we learn from a letter of Rolland Pelly Murdock to his family, addressed simply “To Murdocks” 
in 1873, that “our family originally came (Murdock Grandfather) from Ireland in 1795 at the time of the Maddy Grimes Rebellion;” 
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education at the State University there.  Formal education, of course, particularly in pre- 

mid-nineteenth century America, was indeed an exceptional advantage for many and for 

Murdock, an advantage he later parlayed well into his role as a State Legislator, and more 

significantly, perhaps, in fashioning for himself at the time of his death that station 

“among the last of those great Western journalists, as his friend and confident, David 

Leahy explained, who placed the impress of their character upon the civilization of their 

times.”23     

In the summer of 1856, ostensibly in response to both a business that was failing 

in Ohio, and the prospect of an emerging opportunity to succeed among the “free state 

forces in Kansas,”24 Thomas Murdock again collected his family—three sons and two 

daughters—and set out in “two covered wagons, he driving one wagon and Marsh the 

other,”25 arriving near Topeka in the winter of 1856-57.26  That Thomas Murdock, in the 

end, set his sights on Kansas, and in particular the only recently formed frontier town of 

Topeka, as the place for his family to settle was significant in itself, as it helps explain 

that he, as others in the east at the time, was pulled to the state in meeting and/or fulfilling 

specific altruistic objectives in the fight for freedom.  Thomas “abhorred the institution of 

slavery,”27 and moved to Kansas without the incentives of homesteading and a 

                                                                                                                                                 
that his grandfather “married [Susan Gordon of Scotch descent] in Virginia and settled there,” and that they had “four sons and two 
daughters.” (MMM 80-4).  Unfortunately, in a review of the marriages on record in Virginia between 1740 and 1850, there is nothing 
to corroborate Murdock’s account.( Virginia Marriages, 1740-1850 from Ancestry.com) 

23 David D. Leahy, “Col. Marshall M. Murdock,” History of Wichita and Sedgwick County, Kansas, ed. O.H. Bentley, 1910, 
vol. 2, 485-88, 485, in MMM 80-04, Box15, FF4, hereafter, “Col. Marshall M. Murdock.” 

24 In an untitled report from MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF6, B-1, hereafter, Untitled, it is reported that Thomas had “engaged in 
contracting and afterward in the iron business and merchandising” while in Irontown, Ohio. 

25Untitled, B-1.   
26 It is worth noting that Thomas Murdock’s original destination upon leaving Ohio was not Kansas, but rather Mt. Pleasant, 

Iowa, where the family spent the winter of 1855, before packing belongings once again and moving to Kansas territory.   See MMM 
80-04, Box 15, FF4.  It is worth noting that that the timing of the Murdock’s arrival in Kansas can be ascertained with no degree of 
certainty.  While there is indeed a measure of concurrence among the documents reviewed as to the ‘date of arrival’ in Kansas being 
sometime during the ‘winter months of 1856 -1857”, there is reason to believe the Murdocks arrived near Topeka even earlier than 
that.  The Untitled  (B-1) article, above, for example, reports that Marshall Murdock, in “reminiscing” later in the Wichita Eagle (May 
18, 1901) about the family’s arrival in Kansas, noted that ‘the summer of 1856 found the Indians uncomfortably plentiful in the 
neighborhood and an awkward squad was organized with myself in command to resist any attacks the Indians might make.’ 

27 “Col. Marshall M. Murdock,” 486. 

http://www.ancestry.com/rd/viewrecord.aspx?dbname=&dbid=3723&rpid=142522
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preemption claim.  We learn from Thomas Benton, Marshall’s younger brother, in 

describing his father’s motives for moving from Virginia to Ohio early in the brothers’ 

lives, that Thomas Murdock, having once owned slaves, himself, was nonetheless 

“violently opposed to [it] and therefore “sold his Virginia possessions, freed his slaves, 

and removed to the iron region on the Ohio river.”28        

In the wake of Thomas’ decision to move further west, his son, Marshall, took up 

the mantle of freedom in Kansas as it were, having “quickly allied himself with the Free 

State side,”29 and casting his “first vote against the Lecompton Constitution,” and 

“[serving] as a Corporal in a company of Free State boys who marched to Lecompton to 

participate in the inauguration of the first Free State Legislature, in which body he was 

offered an assistant clerkship.”30  Marshall Murdock was beginning to forge a life of his 

very own.  In the months to follow the Murdock arrival in Kansas, young Murdock took 

leave of his family, and set upon the making of the very Marshall Murdock—soon 

homesteader, later prospector, soldier, printer, legislator, editor, and city builder—who 

was, for better and worse, the man to later shape the destiny of an entire region through 

his works and words.  The years to follow were purposeful.31 

        
 
 
 
 

                                                 
28 “His Brother.” 
29“Hon. Marshall M. Murdock.”  
30 Ibid.  Murdock’s political achievements, as will be discussed, were really quite extensive, beginning with this first assistant 

clerkship in 1859.  He would later serve as a docket clerk for the Kansas Senate in 1864, and one year later, having attended the 
Kansas Republican Convention in Topeka, would serve as its meeting secretary. 

31 MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF6.  Note that in numerous accounts contained in the body of material from MMM 80-04 of this 
particular biographical ‘moment’ in the life of Thomas Murdock and his family, that Thomas was himself said to have been allied with 
the free-state movement, that in fact his ‘moving’ to Kansas was in part motivated by his distaste for the institution of slavery. The 
literature on Kansas ‘territory,’ later, ‘Free-State Kansas’, along with all of the personalities that made for ‘Kansas’ is of course 
exhaustive and will not receive consideration in this work apart from that required, but it should be noted that this particular file of the 
Murdock papers includes just a wealth of ‘colorful’ and ‘engaging’ portrayals of lands and peoples that Marshall Murdock himself, 
and others reporting on his behalf, provide the reader.    
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CHAPTER II. 
 

“INTO HIS OWN” 
 

Marshall Murdock was an aggressive and purposeful man at just 19 years of age; 

he was determined and forthright, thorough and persistent to a fault at times, and yet, he 

was also impulsive and inclined to follow flights of fortune at the very beckoning of 

something he found new and interesting. These rather striking traits of contrast served 

both to accommodate and to encumber his later years as editor of the Eagle. His own 

accounts suffice in beginning to tell the story. 

In the winter to follow his family’s arrival in Kansas, Murdock reported, for 

example, taking a homestead together with a one Guilford Dudley outside of Topeka, 

later selling his piece the following spring “for a watch and an old revolver,” and 

thereafter settling on Mission creek, where he “put up a log cabin [with] enough 

provisions [until] the Indians got in one day and stole all I had.”   He later was “crowded 

out entirely” from this livelihood, when “some fellow jumped my claim, yet remained 

undeterred in his station and resolved in his beliefs to “help John Brown and a party of 

negroes across the Kansas river,” in what was to be “the last band of negroes that Brown 

assisted in escaping from Missouri.”32   

 Three years later in 1860, as Hill P. Wilson reported, Marshall Murdock was “on 

a preemption claim six miles east of the present site of Emporia,”33 where it is thought he 

                                                 
32 Untitled, B-2. 
33  “Hon. Marshall M. Murdock.”  In addition, see USBD, A-2, which reports that Murdock “played the ‘squatter sovereign,’ 

preempting a claim in 1860 near the junction of the Cottonwood and Neosho rivers, six miles east of the present city of Emporia.”  
Also worthy of note (MMM 80-4; Box15; FF4), we learn that the Murdock’s parents, Thomas and Catherine, remained in the Emporia 
area for the remainder of their lives.  Here, as Marshall’s son, Marcellus, would later relate in a series of recorded interviews, Thomas 
Murdock, a ‘fanatic’ preacher, “used to get out on the streets of Emporia, gather a crowd about him on the street corner and tell them 
off like a Biblical prophet of old.”  See tape transcriptions (Recorded tapes 5, 6, 7, and 8) from MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF 1, hereafter 
Transcriptions.  Catherine (Pierpont) died on March 1, 1887; her husband, Thomas, on April 6, 1896.  
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was first to have met Victoria Mayberry, his future bride in 1859.34  In the following 

summer, Murdock pursued a flight of fortune with his brother, Thomas, to the gold mines 

of Pike’s Peak territory in then extreme western Kansas.  David Leahy later captures this 

Murdock moment well, with “as the spirit of the fathers<sic> was restless so was the 

spirit of the son and when the ‘Pike’s Peak fever’ broke out young Marshall hired himself 

off to the hills of golden promise.” 35  Prospective promise was never to be lost on 

Marshall Murdock.    

The trip proved largely unyielding and equally disappointing.  Murdock and his 

brother, Thomas did find silver near Leadville, but no gold was taken to speak of and “in 

those days, the white metal had no fascination for them.”36 Returning home, Marshall 

resigned to care for his mother and younger siblings, while his father and brothers, 

Thomas, and Roland, enlisted for service in the Civil War, which had recently divided 

America, North and South.  Marshall Murdock never wavered from his conviction to 

values or beliefs.  There is nothing to suggest, for example, that he was impelled to fight 

in the impending Civil War, yet he became convinced nevertheless that he must “resist 

invasion,” as David Leahy provides, when his state “was threatened.”37  He voted against 

the Lecompton Constitution; he remained steadfastly opposed to the evils of slavery, 

assisting early on as noted, the abolitionist, John Brown.   

Murdock remained, as pointed out later in this work, entirely disinclined to 

accept, or to acknowledge the equality of women in the largely Victorian world to which 

                                                 
34 Thomas Murdock recalls that Victoria and Marshall first met near Emporia, “and were sweethearts from that day until the 

end.”  See MMM 80-04, “His Brother.”  That their ‘meeting’ one another came near Emporia is strengthened in the inference drawn 
from USBD details (A-2) of Murdock’s activities in this time period, to note:  In the winter of 1857-8, in company with several young 
men, he made a tour of inspection of Southern Kansas, south of the Neosho and Cottonwood rivers, helping to lay out a town on the 
Verdigris river, in territory no forming Greenwood county.” 

35 “Col. Marshall M. Murdock,” 486.  
36 Ibid. 
37 Ibid., 487. 
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he belonged, and to which he certainly would avow that all should belong. That is not to 

say, however, that women were not an important part of Marshall Murdock’s life.  His 

wife, Victoria, was in fact to play a significant role in the course of events to come. 

 Mary Rebecca Mayberry was a precocious young lady long before she met her 

future husband.  Born in McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania on January 5, 1841, Mary 

Rebecca is reported to have been “attracted by Queen Victoria of England,” and on one 

occasion, as a child, “marched to the pulpit,” where the pastor of her family’s church was 

offering the service, “interrupted the sermon of the astounded minister, and said she 

wanted to be known as Victoria.”38  And, so it was.  At 7 years of age, Mary was 

christened with this new name, ironically fitting to be sure for the young lady who would 

later be Marshall Murdock’s bride.39   

 Victoria’s family later moved to Mt. Morris, Illinois, where she attended Rock 

Ridge Seminary, under the tutelage of instructors, to include a one Robert H. Hitt, who 

later served as a stenographer for President Abraham Lincoln.  It was here, too, that she 

was last to see her father, who left for the gold fields in California, never to be seen, nor 

heard from again.  The family then moved to Kansas, taking a claim in 1859, it is 

reported, “near the junctions of the Neosho and Cottonwood Rivers,”40 and on the 

outbreak of the Civil War two years later, the family moved to Douglas County, Kansas, 

just west of Lawrence, where Victoria’s four brothers, Will, Scott, Roswell, and Jesse, all 

joined the Union cause.  Coincidentally, it was Lawrence, too, that was to hold out 

                                                 
38 From an untitled series of notes, MMM 80-04; Box1, FF11. 
39 Notes from MMM 80-04; Box 15, FF4. 
40 From an untitled series of notes, MMM 80-04; Box1, FF11. 
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promise for the bride to be, Victoria Mayberry, and her able suitor, Marshall.  The two 

would marry in 1862, whereupon Marshall would soon meet with his intended career.41 

 For Marshall Murdock, his marriage to Victoria was followed in the same year with 

his appointment to the printing staff of the Lawrence Tribune42 where he was later to 

meet with history in a very personal way when Captain William Clarke Quantrill and his 

band of Confederate guerillas raided the pro-Union bastion of Lawrence on August 21, 

1863, ostensibly in revenge for the recent deaths of some of the family members of 

Quantrill’s men at the hands of rebel Jayhawks.   

Marshall Murdock, himself, was not among the particular targets of the raid on 

Lawrence in 1863.  That distinction belonged primarily to then United States Senator, 

James H. Lane of Kansas, who was on-hand the evening prior to the raid to deliver an 

address at the Eldridge House.  Mudock does appear to have been unlucky enough to 

have been in the path of those whose intention it was to bring significant damage to the 

town of Lawrence and its residents that August day.  Quantrill’s vigilantes were 

successful in their objective.  All but two of Lawrence’s businesses were pillaged and/or 

destroyed, while nearly all of the male residents of the town were killed.  Murdock was 

fortunate.   He escaped the massacre.  

Marshall Murdock was in Lawrence at the time to gather printing supplies for his 

very own Osage Chronicle, scheduled soon to be launched in Burlingame, Kansas, some 

50 miles away.  In his company on the occasion of the raid was his companion, John 

Speer, Jr., son of the editor and owner of the Tribune, John Speer.   According to reports 

offered later, Murdock and Speer, Jr., having attended Lane’s speech at the Eldridge 

                                                 
41 “Victoria Mayberry Murdock,” MMM 80-04.  
42 Earlier the Republican. 
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House on the evening of August 20, “retired late together to the Tribune office,”43 and 

upon “[making]their appearance” the following day, “were fired upon twice,” when 

“Quantrill’ detachment filed in on Massachusetts Street.”44  In an account of the events 

according to Murdock’s personal recollection of what happened that day, events as 

related in an untitled Murdock biography, we have some insight into the future editor’s 

colorful style of writing: 

The desperadoes came riding down the street with a pistol in each hand, shooting and  
yelling like demons.  I decamped to the cistern and heard them ride into the saloon [which was net 
door].  A large sign in front of the place read: WHISKEY BY THE GLASS – By the glass hell, 
said one, we’ll have it by the barrel.  Suiting the action to the word, they broke open every barrel 
in the place, and whisky flowed like water.  The gutter into which it ran, emptied into the cistern 
where I was, clinging to the sides, and simply ruined a new suit of clothes for me.45 
 
 Here again we are presented with the quintessential Murdock, with a flair for 

color, above, in relating the depredations of the desperadoes, in their shooting and yelling 

like demons, coupled with the quiet absurdity really of failing to mention the plight of his 

companion.  Murdock does not mention his friend, Speer, who, according to at least two 

accounts of the affair, was shot down in his presence.  Though their relationship cannot 

be established with any certainty, the omission of his accounting for Speer’s death 

provides some rather valuable insight into the often paradoxical management of reports 

and commentary that was to mark and to mar the Murdock narrative.  Surely, the son of 

the editor who was first to take Murdock in as it were, and presumably the same to afford 

Murdock some measure of aid in seeing to the advancement of his own newspaper in 

Burlingame only weeks to follow the massacre in Lawrence was worthy of mention.46 

                                                 
43 Untitled, B-1 
44 “Hon. Marshall M. Murdock.”   
45 Untitled, B-1.  
46 In an article from the Smoky Hill and Republican Union newspaper in Junction City, Kansas, from August 29, 1863, 

Murdock is reported to have attempted to convince Speer to follow him to the safety of the well, Speer refusing.  
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Remarkable as well, in an article published in the Sunday Morning edition of the 

Wichita Daily Eagle on September 2, 1888, we learn more about the cistern, the “office 

privy”47 as it were into which Murdock “decamped.”  Cisterns, and wells, and cellars, it 

turns out, served as Murdock reported later, to accommodate a number of men, who had 

sought refuge, as he, from the ruffians wreaking havoc in the building, and on the streets 

above.  However, in this, again, very richly addressed feature article, one replete with the 

prominent images of many of the individuals associated with the events of that fateful 

day in Lawrence, there is again no mention made of the fate of his friend, Speer, nor, 

interestingly, is there any mention of his personally having taken to the underground 

sanctuary in escaping the desperadoes.    

Surviving the raid, with printing supplies now in hand, Murdock, with the help of 

his wife, went on to establish the very first newspaper of his own in Burlingame, KS, the 

Osage Weekly Chronicle, which opened with the newspaper’s first release on September 

26, 1863.  The first run of press, however, was short lived as Murdock was called to 

service in the Civil War, his first appointment as a government special agent coming “at 

the solicitation of General James H. Lane, noted abolitionist, and reputed leader of the 

militant ‘Jayhawkers.’”48  Murdock soon after served as a recruiter for the Kansas State 

Militia, and more notably later on as a Lieutenant-Colonel of Company A, Santa Fe 

Battalion, in the battles of Little Blue and Westport.    

Though his contribution to the war effort in these particular conflicts appears to 

have been largely uneventful—as a lieutenant-colonel, appointed to the Osage and Lyon 

Counties militia to protect settlers in the Dragoon creek area in October, 1864, and “to 

                                                 
47 Smoky Hill and Republican Union, August 29, 1863. 
48 “Hon. Marshall M. Murdock.” 
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help drive [General Sterling] Price and his army from the eastern border of the state [of 

Kansas],”49 Murdock is reported to have “detailed [two of the twelve men assigned to his 

command] to remain in the settlement and get wood and other supplies for the families of 

those going to the front,”50—his place among those in battles of consequence in the West 

can hardly be diminished.  A victory for Union forces, for example, at the Battle of 

Westport—notably, the Gettysburg of the West—was instrumental in that it forced 

General Sterling Price and his Army of the Missouri to abandon their plan of bringing the 

state under Southern control, and moreover it signaled the end of any further significant 

Southern army forays west of the Mississippi river.    

That Murdock was a part of this history is additionally telling on two accounts in 

particular.  One, it promoted the moniker Colonel, by which others—admirers and 

detractors both—were later to address him, and two, it served more importantly to 

accentuate the bearing and influence of a man, who would later command a place in 

southwest Kansas history, a place both marred and remarkable.       

To say that Marshall Murdock was first, a printer by trade is a fair assessment.  

By the time he and his wife came to Burlingame, Kansas in early September 1863 to 

begin the Weekly Osage Chronicle,51 he had the background and experience necessary to 

start a newspaper in motion.  Murdock received his very first experience, mentioned 

earlier, as a youngster in Ohio, with an education in the printing trade, and was later to 

build upon that experience as an attaché of John Speer Sr. in Lawrence only prior to his 

arrival in Burlingame.  The first edition of the Chronicle, greeted the pubic on September 

                                                 
49 See “Early Settlement of Dragoon Creek,” Collections of the Kansas State Historical Society, 1913-14, ed. William E. 

Connelley, vol. 13, Topeka: Kansas State Printing Plant, 1915, 357, hereafter, Dragoon Creek.  
50 Ibid.   
51 According to notes offered for this newspaper by the Library of Congress, Chronicling America, website, 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85029339/, the Weekly Osage Chronicle was known alternately as the Osage Chronicle and 
the Weekly Chronicle.  For purposes of this study, the reference, hereafter, will be Chronicle. 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85029339/
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26, 1863, and was undoubtedly well received for the news it afforded its readers—“the 

first paper ever printed in the county.”52 News of the newspaper reached White Cloud, 

Kansas favorably to be sure.  Editor Sol Miller reported to his readers on October 1, 

1863, that “we have received the first number of a handsome little paper, called the 

Osage County Chronicle, published at Burlingame, Kansas, by M. Marshall 

Murdock. The appearance of the paper indicates that he is a good printer, and he gets up a 

creditable paper in every respect.”53  Murdock was a good printer and the newspaper 

business would indeed become his life, but it would not come without distractions or 

departures. 

The Osage Chronicle was a “stalwart Republican paper,”54 Murdock, an equally 

stalwart Republican partisan.  From this bearing he would never waver, nor from those 

convictions and values most commonly associated with it—self-reliance, independency 

of thought and action; and, moral absolutism among them.  Yet, to a fault, he would find 

himself in the years to come on the wrong side of issues of local, regional, and national 

significance, in particular as those issues played out in situations that called for prudence 

in judgment, that Murdock simply seemed reluctant to, or unable to, allow for in making 

decisions which would prove better in the end in working to the good of all concerned.  

This complexity summed up his character.  Murdock, I believe, never apologized for any 

of it, and, in a rather curious way, there is something very commendable about that. 

In April 1864, politicians, nationally, focused on Civil War in America, and local 

officials in Kansas, were equally, if not more concerned about the state of the State.  On 
                                                 

52 Transactions of the Kansas State Historical Society, First and Second Biennial Reports, (Topeka, Kansas: George W. 
Martin, Kansas Publishing House, 1881), 175. 

53 The Kansas Chief, October 1, 1863. 
54 “Hon. Marshall M. Murdock.” 
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April 21, 1864, delegates gathered in Topeka, to elect six delegates who would travel to 

Baltimore that November to “nominate Union candidates for President and Vice 

President of the United States,”55 The convention was called to order, and pursuant to 

“conducting the President to the Chair… Mr. Murdock, of Osage, as reported in the 

Union, was “elected Secretary.”  The Committee on Permanent Organization was then 

appointed, and when Mr. James D. Snoddy of Linn County declined his seat among the 

permanent officers to the Convention, Marshall Murdock “was put in his place.”56  This 

report of the appointment, and indeed, the position, itself, was of little consequence, 

certainly, as events played out, but it does lend support to the contention that Murdock’s 

drive and ambition were paramount in his life, particularly when one considers the very 

busyness of his career at the time. Only five days to follow his appointment as Secretary 

of the Kansas State Convention, for example, Murdock, in recognition of his leadership 

abilities, was elected Chairman of the Osage County Republican Party; and soon 

thereafter headed military recruitment and enrolling efforts for all of then, Southwestern 

Kansas, “embracing the counties of Osage, Morris, Lyon, Wabaunsee, and Chase,”57 all 

the while coming to terms with just how he was to pursue the business of putting out a 

newspaper, and caring for his wife.  Life indeed was busy for the Murdocks in 1864. The 

years to follow were no less eventful, and in a very telling way, Marshall Murdock was 

center stage in the unfolding of events in Burlingame, Kansas in 1867 that were to bear 

significantly enough on the city’s history, but more importantly for Murdock were to 

remain an unfortunate part of his personal past for the balance of his life.    

                                                 
55 The Big Blue Union, Saturday, April 30, 1864.   
56 Ibid. 
57 Untitled, A-3. 
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CHAPTER III. 
 

“A SUGGESTION IF YOU WILL” 
 

Martin W. Bates was not a person of any particular historical significance.  Born 

in Liberty Township in Grant County, Indiana, in 1848, he was the youngest of five 

children of Martin D. and Nancy Archer Bates.58 He is later found, according to 1860 

Census records, living in Appanoose, Iowa, together with his sister, Nancy, and is 

presumed later yet to have served in the Civil War.59 In April 1864, he took a mortgage 

on 160 acres of land in Lyon County, Kansas, from his father, Martin D. Bates, and 

subsequently made his way to Burlingame where he took employment with a one A. M. 

Jarboes, who lived east of the town.60   

Bates later left the employment of Mr. Jarboes, only to return at a later date, it is 

reported, in the company of a mover family on the Santa Fe trail, to steal a money belt 

belonging to his former employer.61  A story that began with his arrest for robbery by 

Deputy Sheriff John Polley of Osage County in late September, 1863, would, in the end, 

reach the east coast and wrest the attention of a nation.  The upshot of the story of Martin 

Bates would, more significantly, leave a decidedly permanent mark on the character of 

Marshall Murdock. 

The Emporia Kansas News first related the accounts of the hanging of Martin W. 

Bates at Burlingame, “one of the first in Kansas,”62 in its February 20, 1867 edition.  This 

was news to the Osage Chronicle, which picked it up on the following day, as Murdock, 

                                                 
58 1850; Census Place: Liberty, Grant, Indiana; Roll: M432_147; Page: 172A; Image: 352. 
59 1860; Census Place: Center, Appanoose, Iowa; Roll: M653_311; Page: 412; Image: 26; Family History Library Film: 

803311.  Information as to Bates’ involvement is offered by Alice J. Friend, at http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/2899950/person/-
1150580940/story, hereafter, Friend, “Bates Affair.”  According to mortgage, above, filed and recorded, Bates is described as a 
“soldier in the United States Service.” 

60 Details of the robbery are offered in some detail, as are those of the altercation, later, that ensues between Bates and the 
elder Polley.  See Friend, “Bates Affair.” 

61 Ibid. 
62 File copy of “The Hanging of Martin W. Bates” news article in MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF11, hereafter, Bates Hanging.  

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/2899950/person/-1150580940/story
http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/2899950/person/-1150580940/story
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himself, was one of the main participants in the events surrounding the hanging.  

According to newspaper accounts, upon his apprehension, Mr. Bates was detained, “legs 

shackled”63  in the home of the arresting officer, Sheriff John Polley, as there was no jail 

in which to confine the prisoner.  On October 3, according to reports, Sheriff Polley “left 

Bates in the charge of his father, Abel Polley;”64 Bates came upon a loaded shotgun in 

the home, whereupon a fight ensued between the two for possession of the gun, Mr. Bates 

mortally wounding Mr. Polley in the process.65  In a deposition obtained by the dying 

Polley, the rather gruesome details of the struggle and the shooting that followed were 

revealed to notary public, O.H. Sheldon, who was on hand to take down Polley’s account 

of the events: 

John put the shotgun upstairs, said that he thought it was out of reach. We were sitting by the     
stove. The prisoner came in here. I supposed to lay down.<sic> Pretty soon I heard a dreadful 
rattling. I sprang up and stared in here. He had the gun and he said “Old Fellow, I have you now. I 
will kill you.” I grabbed the gun and we had a terrible struggle, and he bit my thumb, disabling me 
so I could do nothing. I struck him on the head with the gun, but did not knock him down, but the 
gun broke and I thought he could not shoot it, and I got out in the yard and he shot me twice – and 
I fell and he thought I was dying and he went and got the axe and cut off his shackles.66 
 
Martin Bates reportedly cut the shackles with an axe, but escaped, was later 

apprehended in Johnson County, and charged with murder.  On the occasion of ensuring 

the manner and place of his safekeeping this time around, Mr. Bates was “housed in the 

jail at Lawrence until his trial.”67 Judge John Watson, of Emporia, later presided over the 

case which “was tried at an extra term of the district court in Burlingame, in the latter part 

of December, 1866.”68  Found guilty of first degree murder, Bates was sentenced to be 

hanged on the 20th of February, 1867, and thereupon, “returned to the Douglas county jail 

                                                 
63 Bates Hanging. 
64 Ibid. 
65 Ibid. 
66 Friend, “Bates Affair.” 
67 Bates Hanging. 
68 Ibid. 
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to await his execution.”69 Marshall Murdock certainly could have held no official 

capacity in adjudicating the case of Martin Bates, or prosecuting the events of his demise, 

yet it was, at his ‘suggestion’, that the calamity of affairs to follow Bates’ sentencing was 

to unfold.   

Osage county officers in 1867 were lacking in their resources to be sure.  Not only 

did the county not have an official jail, but, the means to acquire the necessary resources 

in constructing an appropriate edifice on which to carry out the sentence for Mr. Bates 

was lacking as well.  According to reports, Judge Watson “had ordered that an enclosure 

be built in the Osage county jail yard to house the gallows.”  County officers, however, 

Murdock among them, decided that “the expense of lumber for a temporary stockade was 

not justified.”70  One is left to question whether the expense of travel to a different venue 

in hanging Mr. Bates would have been better justified.  Murdock offered the suggestion 

that county officials arrange to “have a scaffold erected in the courthouse on the second 

floor of the courthouse!”71  That this ‘suggestion’ was challenged could not be 

ascertained, but for one of the officials on hand at the occasion of Murdock’s suggestion, 

to call for a discussion as to a more appropriate venue would have been in order.  More 

importantly, the question as to the legality of the hanging should surely have received 

attention.72 

Nonetheless, the hanging proceeded.  Murdock, himself a witness to the event, 

reported that six others were on hand to watch the hanging, to include a “Methodist 

                                                 
69 Bates Hanging. 
70 Ibid. 
71 Ibid. 
72 Friend, “Bates Affair.”  Citing the ‘hanging’ as a ‘judicial hanging’ it would appear that there were those who did in fact 

question the legality of the hanging as it was stipulated in the order of the court that the hanging take place “in the courthouse yard,” 
but that it rather took place in the courthouse “from the courthouse dome.”  
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preacher and a Catholic priest”73—a notable combination.  The Lawrence Tribune, which 

later telegraphed the events to the Philadelphia Evening Telegraph and other newspapers 

across the nation, captured the whole of the event rather empathetically: 

The prisoner was summoned, and, cross in hand, and leaning upon the 'arm of his confessor, the 
Rev. Father Ferrier, bowed his head, and spoke at considerable length, to the crowd. He opened by 
saying: ‘Dear Friends: I am about to appear in judgment. If I have wronged or grievously injured 
any of you I hope you will forgive me, as I feel that God, for Christ's sake, has forgiven me … The 
last consolations of religion were then offered to the doomed man. The Rev. J. B. Orwig 
(Protestant) read a few passages from the Scriptures, offered up a prayer, and was going on 
further, when the Rev. Father interrupted him by asking Bates if it was his wish still to die in the 
Catholic faith. Bates' answer was ''Yes," kissing the crucifix.  The priest then put his arms around 
the prisoner's neck, and with great warmth kissed him upon both cheeks … The prisoner did not 
falter in ascending the stairs to the scaffold, but when upon it he again fell upon his knees by one 
of the chairs, remaining about a minute. On taking his seat the priest bade him adieu. The Sheriff 
then adjusted the rope about his neck, and bade him good-by. Bates thanked him for his kindness, 
and said be hoped to meet them in Paradise, where he should soon be. He then rose to his feet, the 
Sheriff stepped back, and Bates said, ‘Jesus, let me be with Thee in Paradise. Dear friends, good-
by. Here the Sheriff touched the spring, and the wretched man was no more, dying easy and 
without any struggles.74 
 
One is naturally drawn to the intimacy of the event by way of the Tribune 

reporter’s account, and in particular to the human story it affords the reader.  Other 

accounts of the hanging suggest a more severe ending, to include one in which Mr. Bates 

reportedly “struggled and drew himself up several times, but was choked to death in 

about 15 minutes,”75 and it is really in this connection in particular that one has to 

question the motivation of the individuals involved in making for this story, and most 

especially that of Murdock, whose suggestion as to the venue would advance the belief of 

course that the hanging was considered in advance more a manageable problem than a 

solemn concern, and further suggests that Murdock was more interested in practicality 

than he was in propriety, less concerned about the dignity of the person and more about 

the alacrity of the process.  Judge Watson, himself, in later lamenting about the 

                                                 
73 Bates Hanging. 
74 Both The Evening Telegraph, on February 27, 1867, and the National Republican in Washington, D.C., on March 9, 1867, 

carried an account of the execution, the Telegraph more conclusively. 
75 Friend, “Bates Affair.”   
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“desecration of the courtroom,”76 was of the opinion that Murdock was “chiefly 

responsible for the misuse of the hall of justice.”77  Again, the occasion of this, another 

Murdock moment was a defining one and would help shape the course of events to come. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
76 Bates Hanging. 
77 Ibid. 
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                                                CHAPTER IV. 
 

“STATE SENATOR” 
 

 The many varied and multifaceted accomplishments of this man Murdock—docket 

clerk, meeting secretary, chairman, military recruiter, printer, newspaper editor/owner, 

County Clerk, to name the most prominent—all of which he could check off before the 

age of 30, are really quite remarkable in themselves, and do give rise to the nature of an 

understandable affectedness on his part that surely must have moved him forward, almost 

inexorably, toward an undeniable destiny he saw for himself.  Problem was, really, that 

this destiny did not include, as he surely believed it would to close out the decade of the 

1860s, achieving the ultimate pinnacle of success in the political arena.   

What exactly that pinnacle was at the time is unclear, but what is clear is that 

Marshall Murdock was, as one reporter in 1870 captured well, puffed up with his recent 

success in winning election to the State Senate.78 He did, it is true, earn the votes 

necessary of the good people of Osage and Coffey counties to represent them as their 

State Senator, beginning in November, 1869, but his service was largely inconsequential 

as were the various political stations, terms, and appointments to follow in the 1870s and 

beyond.79    

 Nonetheless, Murdock appeared ready to meet the expectations of his constituents, 

and those of this fairly new State of the Union, and more so was set upon making a name 

for himself.  As a member of the Special Committee appointed to “investigate the 

building of the Capitol, to ascertain whether the commissioners and architect were 

                                                 
78 Untitled notes, MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF6, B-4.  Murdock was quick to include in his Chronicle the visit to his town, and 

the house he had recently completed at a cost of some $3,000, the Topeka Commonwealth reporter, J. B. Davis, who was on hand to 
‘rejoice’ with Murdock over his recent success. 

79 File notes in MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF 4. 
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performing their duties according to law,”80 Murdock and his committee members were 

able to report to the Governor, satisfactorily in all, that as to the completion of the capitol 

building since the appointment of the Committee, “the best and cheapest work ever done 

for the State has been performed.”81 

Indeed, the state capitol building was itself nearly new in the late 1860s, and, as 

Transactions of the Kansas State Historical Society report from 1883-85 point out, it was 

in 1869, that “the east wing of the State Capitol building was so far completed as to 

enable State officers to move in on December 25th, [with] the Legislature of 1870 

assembled in the third story of that structure.”82  Status was important to Murdock, and 

he would find the occasion to represent himself well in the new legislative assembly 

commencing at the state capitol in January 1870.    

 In grand style, befitting a man as proud and as particular as Marshall Murdock 

viewed himself to be, the legislative session of 1870 opened with Chairman Murdock, of 

the Joint Committee appointed to “wait upon His Excellency, the Governor,” poised “to 

inform [then Governor, James M. Harvey] that both branches of the legislature were 

organized and ready to proceed with business.”83  It is not clear that the business of the 

10th Legislative Session concluded in so remarkable a way as it purported to have begun, 

nor is it clear that Murdock’s work in particular as later chairman of the committee on 

railroads in 1870 benefitted anyone in particular from his district.  There is certainly 

evidence, however, to support that Murdock did advocate for the advantages that he 

                                                 
80 Senate Journal. Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly of the State of Kansas, Tenth Annual Session. (Topeka, Kansas: 

S.S. Prouty, Public Printer, hereafter, 1870), 173, hereafter, Proceedings 10. 
81 Proceedings 10, 175. 
82 Transactions of the Kansas State Historical Society, Embracing the Third and Fourth Biennial Reports, 1883-1885.  

(Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, 1886), 414, hereafter, Biennial Reports. 
83 Proceedings 10. 
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envisioned railroads would bring to smaller towns in the West upon the completion of the 

transcontinental railway only one year earlier in 1869.    

According to Senate Journal Proceedings for the 10th Annual Session, 1870, 

Murdock is found to recommend the passage of a House Bill (1148), which “enabled 

municipal townships to subscribe for stock in any Railroad, and to provide for payment 

of same.”84 Murdock was not entirely altruistic in his work for the people, however, and 

was not above making a name for himself in occupying a very busy time in appointments, 

some of which were largely ceremonial in nature. Murdock was determined to see this 

future through in so far as his political fortunes allowed. 

 In the fall of 1870, Murdock once again served as Secretary of the Republican State 

Convention, and later that year, upon his re-election to the Senate, must surely have been 

convinced that his political fortunes indeed were on the rise.  Again, however, the 

common rhythms of everyday service were abbreviated only briefly from time to time 

with moments of nervous hullabaloo on the Senate floor, and Murdock, to either 

measurable or marginal degrees, depending on the activity of the floor, remained among 

the monotony, and the monotonous.    

To be sure, in the main, life as a Senator was necessarily, and painfully busy for 

Marshall Murdock.  On February 23, 1872, for example, only one month into the 12th 

Session of the Legislature, Senator Murdock, now Chairman of the Ways and Means 

Committee, answered the Senate roll call at 10AM to deliver a report on Senate Bill 143, 

requesting relief for a one Samuel Nichols.  Murdock blithely directed the said bill back 

to the Senate “with the recommendation that it be rejected.”85  Though tedium did not 

                                                 
84 Proceedings 10, 295. 
85 Senate Journal, 12th Session, beginning January 9, 1872 with dissolution of the legislature on March 2, n.p.,1872, 511.  
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mark the better part of his political activities in the 12th Legislative session, his political 

popularity among constituents throughout the twenty six counties in the Southwest was 

far from wanting, and his appetite for politics had yet to wane.  In the fall of 1872, 

Murdock was elected pro-tem of the senate, with an active, often more contentious 13th 

legislative session awaiting him.   

To be actively engaged in the affairs of public life on as many levels as possible, 

and in as many ways as possible, was presently, prophetically, and profoundly Murdock.  

Early in the 13th session of the Kansas legislature, Marshall Murdock was appointed a 

member of the Special Committee charged with the responsibility of visiting the “State 

University” of Kansas, with the objective of an “investigation into its present 

condition.”86  Kansas University in Lawrence was, as was the state capitol building in 

Topeka, relatively new, having opened only recently in 1866 under a charter granted by 

the Kansas State Legislature two years earlier.  As was characteristically Murdock, the 

colorful editor seized upon the opportunity of his appointment to report back in prideful 

prose, on the health and vitality of this new institution of higher learning, concluding that 

“the committee are unanimously of the opinion that the University of Kansas is a credit to 

the State and worthy of the fostering care of the Legislature.”87  A closer look at his 

summation reveals, in addition to the color he brings to the report in general, just how 

parsimonious a man Murdock was in assessing and reporting, not only on the cost of the 

University to the State, but on the worthiness of that cost:   

From the careful scrutiny which they have made, the committee have carried away with them the 
impression that the new University building, even in its present condition [faculty members 
advocated for even more space in this ‘new’ building] shows great results for the money expended 
upon it, and that when finished and furnished at a total cost of $180,000, it will not only be one of 

                                                 
86 Senate Journal, 13th Session, 220. 
87 Senate Journal, 13th Annual Session, 224. 
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the cheapest of the public buildings in the State, but one of which the people of the commonwealth 
may well be proud.88        
 

Not all was tried and true on the Senate floor, nor did hokum and humdrum 

explain in full the lives of legislators in the early days of Kansas politics.  Indeed, on the 

occasion of an investigation into the sordid affairs of United States Senator from Kansas, 

Samuel Clarke (S. C.) Pomeroy, and the ensuing resolution that he resign his senate seat 

on charges that he bribed a Kansas state senator to secure that seat in his 1873 reelection 

bid, all that was ordinary stood still, if only for the moment.  In the end, Marshall 

Murdock voted ‘No’ to the House Concurrent Resolution 15, asking Pomeroy to resign, 

and together with fellow legislators returned to life in the capitol.89  

As worn and as trying as that life must have been for Murdock inside the capitol, 

life outside the capitol told a similar, though more personal story.  It was changing for 

Marshall Murdock in significant ways, as it was for his family.  Though difficult as it 

must have been for him to admit this, the life he held to as a politician, though it did not 

come without its successes—as the USBD points out, his triumphs included the 

Congressional reapportionment of the State, whereby the Arkansas Valley was to fall 

within his district90, nor, was it to disappear entirely over the years to come—he would, 

in the 1874 Republican state convention, for example, receive a large share of votes for 

the lieutenant-governorship, “a position he was not seeking”91—this political run was 

                                                 
88 Ibid. 
89 Senate Journal, 12th Session, 154. The Pomeroy story is one worth telling—though he denied the charges, and called, 

himself, for the investigation that was subsequently advanced, one which really netted nothing as he was ultimately defeated in his 
reelection bid, losing to John J Ingalls, there is material involving the 1867 election that bears looking over.  Mr. Pomeroy, it turns out, 
was one of the subjects of an earlier bribery investigation, in which “a large sum of money was used and attempted to be used in 
bribing and in attempting to bribe and influence the members of the Legislature to secure the election of  S.C. Pomeroy,[et.al]” 

90 “Hon. Marshall M. Murdock.” 
91 Ibid. 
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nevertheless to give way in demonstrable fashion to a career that was to be his life for the 

remainder of his life.    

The transition though for Murdock would not be an easy one.  It never was.  The 

years, however purposeful in part politically, had been marred by personal tragedy.  His 

candidacy for Osage County Treasurer, for example, which had met with defeat in 1865, 

was in fact followed with victories one year later in his election to the Osage County 

Clerkship in 1866 and his subsequent tenure as a Kansas state senator in the early years 

of the 1870s.  Career achievements though were greatly overshadowed by personal loss.  

The Murdock’s first son, Tommy Ernest, born in August 1865, died only four months 

into his very young life, while death as well claimed their second child, a daughter, 

Jessie, two years later on October 23, 1867.  In what must have been a very punishing 

year already in the wake of the Bates ordeal, Jessie’s untimely death surely brought 

Marshall Murdock pause.  Only four years old when she passed away, Jessie would not 

be the last of the Murdock children to die at so young an age.  The real tests were still to 

come.  The newspaper business was away.  
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CHAPTER V. 
 

“PEERLESS PRINCESS” 
 

In 1871, Marshall Murdock sold the Osage Chronicle, penning a farewell address 

to the loyal readers of the newspaper upon his departure, an address which provides us 

with a foretaste of the objectives he would lay out in Wichita, and the manner of editorial 

writing, that defined the booster years in the “queen city of the Southwest.”92  “With the 

last issue of the Osage Chronicle,” he writes: 

My connections as its editor and proprietor ceased…in the past nine years I have seen Burlingame 
grow up from a little hamlet, destitute of public halls, churches or school house worthy of the 
name, with only about 75 inhabitants , to a beautiful town of fine churches, halls, manufactories, 
beautiful homes, and a school house which is a model of architectural outline without, and comfort 
and beauty within…whatever ability or talent that I may have possessed, has been honestly 
devoted in my way in aid to their great consummation and my faith has not abated in the least.93  
 
Marshall Murdock’s faith brought him to Wichita in the spring of 1872.  That he 

was persuaded to make the move from Burlingame to this fledgling new town on the 

margins of an equally new and largely uninhabited southwest Kansas was perhaps more a 

good story for the press than it was the reality of the situation.  While notables of the 

town, to include J. C. Fraker, W. C. Woodman, and James R. Mead, wrote to make an 

offer to Murdock that he in turn accepted, there is reason to believe that his own 

persistent stubbornness was in truth the deciding factor in his ultimately making the call 

to leave Burlingame and move his family south and west to begin anew.94   

                                                 
92 Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1872. 
93 The Chronicle, February 1, 1872. 
94 In an article, entitled “The History of Sedgwick County Newspapers,” from the Eagle on May 6, 1875, Murdock writes in 

the third person to relate that a “splendid offer” was in fact made to him in writing to come to Wichita, and to “establish a republican 
newspaper,” which “he accepted.”  There are many examples of the press announcing that Murdock came to Wichita as a result of this 
influence or that; there are as well sources citing that he was ‘persuaded’ to make the move, that he was drawn by this factor or that – 
see, for example, the Untitled Notes from MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF 6.  Also, of note, in relation particularly to Steele, et. al., is 
information gleaned from a “History of Wichita” article from 1949 (MMM 80-04, Box 11, FF1) which purports that these ‘town 
boosters “decided to in order to have a real chance in the race for municipal leadership the community must have an outstanding 
newspaper.  Two publications had started here, but in the opinion of the town builders were not the type to build a community of their 
dreams,”…so, they took their “problem” to Murdock.  “A deal was made and the Wichita City Eagle was established.  Perhaps most 
telling in all in this regard is the account which his son, Marcellus, provided upon reflection in April 1963, when he wrote of “two 
stories in connection with his selection of this piece of prairie,” one having to do with the “admonition” of his mother, Victoria, that 
“she was willing for him to choose any site for his new location so long as it was in a rolling, hilly, country;” the other, that Murdock 
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Murdock, in fact, had considered moving from Burlingame as early as 1866, 

reporting in a letter the following year to a legislator and fellow newspaper colleague that 

he had “received several flattering offers [to do so] from three different locations on the 

U. P. R. R. [Union Pacific Railroad].” This letter, dated February 4th, 1867, was 

addressed to S. N. Wood—then Kansas State Senator for the 15th district, and former 

newspaper publisher, himself, in Council Grove, Kansas, and Cottonwood Falls.  

Murdock wrote, “notwithstanding the fact that I do, - and have done - nearly all of the 

work pertaining to the running of the Chronicle, it does not legitimately pay.” He went on 

to relate to Wood that “it is entirely unnecessary to offer ‘whys and wherefores’ to one 

who is acquainted with, not only the business, but the abilities on prospects of the people 

of this town and county.” 95 

Wood had proposed that Murdock consider coming to ‘the Grove’ [Council 

Grove] to begin a paper, to which Murdock politely informed Wood that he had ‘turned 

down the UPRR offers’ as he had wanted to “remain in Southwestern Kansas.”  While he 

was “seriously advising with myself upon the feasibility of the Grove proposition,” he 

was all the same fearful that “the point will not support such a paper as I am desirous of 

publishing, - good sized and mechanically faultless.”  In a postscript, he asked that Wood 

not mention “this communication,” as there are “denizens of this place [who] suspicion 

that they are about to lose their paper.”96  

                                                                                                                                                 
was drawn to the junction of the two Arkansas rivers because his father originally came from Ohio, where rivers were central to 
industry. Marcellus notes in fact in a separate collection of notes from MMM 80-04, Box 11, FF1, that the simple fact was that his 
father, Marshall, “looked over the land,” and made “the decision” alone that Wichita was right for him.  

95 Marshall Murdock to Honorable Samuel Newitt Wood, February 4th, 1867, copy [typewritten] in MMM 80-04, Box 15, 
FF5.  Craig Miner, in his book, Wichita, The Early Years 1865-80, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982, 72, hereafter, Early 
Years, speaks to this same letter in acknowledging Murdock’s quandary, relating the ‘mechanically faultless’ claim to ‘all’ locations, 
not just Council Grove. 

96 Ibid. Interestingly, Wood had a fairly lengthy legislative career, serving in both houses over the course of 15 years.  In an 
ironic twist, as concerns our editor, Murdock, Wood is noted as being the ‘first’ to have offered a resolution in the Kansas Legislature 
in support of women’s suffrage.  He was murdered outside a church in Hugoton, Kansas, in 1891.  See http://kslib.info/government-

http://kslib.info/government-information/legislative-information/kansas-legislators-past-and-present/wolf-to-wysong.html
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Murdock was in a position to consider an offer to move early on.  Yet, his 

motivations were not alone financial.  Murdock seems to have had little faith in making a 

move to Council Grove.  When the Wichita offer came, however, Murdock was ready to 

accept—on his terms.  Both he and Victoria, while still in Burlingame, “grew a little 

restless” with the country life, and she in particular desired that they “go to the city:”  

“When the Osage ceded lands come in at the junction of the Arkansas Rivers,” he told 

her, “there will be the city of the southwest.  I am going there when that time comes, 

build that city for you and call it the Peerless Princess of the plains in your honor.”97 

   Murdock was well intentioned in his efforts to see that Wichita succeed as did 

other boomer towns throughout the nation at the time.  Indeed, Murdock’s ambitions 

regarding Wichita paralleled other boomer towns of the state at this same time as Charles 

Luke Chennell speaks to in his study of the boom towns of central Kansas of the 1880s.98 

Wichita, however, because of Murdock’s leadership in the booster efforts, would stand 

out and stand apart.  Indeed, without his deftness of hand, or precision in pen, in this now, 

as well famous Eagle newspaper that was alike his own, the whole of the city would not 

have prospered, nor would its people have had occasion to stand for, or to stand against, 

what he believed to be the most purposeful direction for Wichita and for it citizens.  

In contrast, the Wichita Beacon—formerly the Cottonwood Falls Independent, 

then Wichita Tribune, later Sedgwick City Gazette, and purportedly the second newspaper 

introduced to Wichitans to follow the Wichita Vidette, with its first issue in August 

1870—was the product of D. G. Millison and Fred A. Sowers, both of whom were as 

                                                                                                                                                 
information/legislative-information/kansas-legislators-past-and-present/wolf-to-wysong.html.  Murdock in time would cross paths 
with Wood again.  

97 Chronicle, January 3, 1915. 
98 See Charles Luke Chennell, “Who Can Predict the Future?: Central Kansas and the Boom of 1887,” M.A. Thesis, Wichita 

State University, 2008. 
 

http://kslib.info/government-information/legislative-information/kansas-legislators-past-and-present/wolf-to-wysong.html
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decidedly left in their political leanings as Murdock was in his tilt to the right.  Millison 

and Sowers began publication of their unambiguously Democratic organ as a ‘Daily’ in 

the Fall of 1872, and later that December revamped their paper as a ‘Weekly,’ with 

Millison as publisher, and Sowers as editor.  

 Murdock was imperfect, and often nearly perfect in being so.  He did not 

apologize, and he did not waver in refusing to do so, even when he was wrong, and 

wrong he was, as we have seen, many times.  Yet, this man Murdock changed the 

dynamic that was Wichita; he gave it dimension and he ushered in both its early destiny 

and its near demise.  In gaining recognition and resolve for his objectives, he effectively 

courted, coerced, and contributed to the major personalities of the time, not only in the 

city, but in the region, in the State, and indeed across the country.  He was seldom idle in 

thought, in word, or in action.  He frustrated, provoked, exasperated, and outright 

infuriated many, to note, many new women of the day, and he was not at all hesitant to 

start a fight with anyone, friend or foe, when he knew the outcome, or at least could 

evenly predict it.  He was at times, both cautious and caustic in temper, and he detested 

those who mirrored these personality traits.  He was, in a word, complex.  

 Murdock’s first walk to the Eagle on that 12th day of April in 1872 when the 

paper officially opened for business must have been filled with a particular trepidation.  

After all, he had left again what he knew for something that he didn’t.  Still, he had 

brought with him all of the particulars that he would need to begin anew, to include the 

“Washington press,”99 he’d used in Burlingame—rather that he was without the familiar 

places, and the readers that made up his world.  This of course would change very 

quickly.  The Eagle was originally located at what is today 3rd and Main in Wichita, 
                                                 

99 Untitled Notes, MMM 80-04, Box 15, FF6, B-5. 



34 
 

before moving two years later to the corner of Main and Douglas, where it was to remain 

Murdock’s home away from home for the next 30 plus years.100    

Murdock’s home, “hardly an overgrown town,”101 and only two years now into its 

official beginnings, was still of course a dusty stretch of prairie barrenness when the 

Murdocks arrived.  There were signs, however, of community as evidenced at Main and 

Douglas by the Holloway and Byers Hardware, the George Smith Dry Goods Store, and 

the grocery owned by John G. Dunscomb.  Main Street, by 1875, was “busy with trade of 

all kinds,” according to Don Granger, a former Eagle employee asked to compile an 

account of the ‘mercantile life’ of the town, based on recollections of those who “lived 

through it.”  Wichita’s mercantile center included the following business concerns: 

C. M. Garrison’s Harness and Saddles Shop … at No. 87 Main Street, and F. Stackman, the 
merchant tailor … at No. 54 [Main].  J. T. McMillan sold furniture, carpet, and window shades at 
No. 34 Main Street, [and] M. Kohn’s dry goods shop was at Main and Douglas.  Across the 
intersection was the grocery of Hobbs and West.  Zimmerly’s Hardware Store was at No. 26 Main, 
and at No. 17 Main, Emil Warner and Co. operated the Wichita Brewery.  Just around the corner, 
on Douglas, between Main and Water, [was]A. Weigand & Co. [with] the firm of Hope and 
Richards, on Main near Douglas, where cigars , ales, wines and liquors were for sale…in the first 
block of South Main was the wagon and blacksmith shop of M. R. Moser, …easily identified by 
‘The Sign of the Big Wheel.’102  

 

In the beginning, Murdock’s Eagle, a “lusty infant with a minimum of raiment,” was a 4 

page rag available to subscribers once a week for “two dollars per year, in advance.”103 It 

was ‘put out by two men, the Colonel, himself, and “a helper,” and, “it carried [some 274 

column inches of] advertising which told the Wichita pioneers where they could find the 

                                                 
100 MMM 80-04, Box 11, FF1.  The business did not move again until 1906, when it moved to a temporary location at Market 

and William, before moving to 119 North Water Street, and thereafter back again to Market and William, where it remained until 
1961. The Eagle purchased the Wichita Beacon in 1960, and in September of that year, began publishing for both ‘corporations’ in the 
afternoons as the Wichita Evening Eagle. Interestingly, a photograph of the “Original Location” marker of the Eagle—a drinking 
fountain erected by “the Eagle and it employees in 1922,” which still stands at the corner of 3rd and Main today—is included among 
the file details. 

101 MMM 80-04, Box 11, FF1, “History of the Eagle.” 
102 In a heavily edited letter (presumably by Marcellus Murdock, himself)and, beginning with the address, “MM:”, Granger 

writes: “Even though I consulted our early editions to [augment] your excellent memory this still turns out to be a story about 
Marcellus M. Murdock and the mercantile life of Wichita.”  The letter proved to be most helpful in allowing to put the ‘businesses’ 
identified in context.  See MMM80-04, Box 2. 

103 Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1872. 
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articles they needed and wanted to buy.”104  Murdock enticed and encouraged potential 

advertisers where required in his publications, to begin with the very first issue, and his 

paper was cost-effective throughout.  He never missed an opportunity to advise his clients 

that advertising rates were to be made available on application, and that they would be ‘as 

low as charged by the majority of the papers in the West.  “We do not want a man’s 

money,” he admonished all, “unless we give him value received.”105 

Murdock was not just about filling ad space to ‘fill ad space’. To this end, in the 

very first issue, he adroitly dissuaded those whose business he did not wish to encourage.  

“We hope never to fill our advertising,” he noted, “with foreign ads, humbugs,[or] patent 

medicines.”106  The insincerities he hoped to discourage were manifold in the later part of 

the 1800s, as patent medicines advertisements could be seen to literally fill the pages of 

many papers in the West at the time.   As his son later openly opined, his father was a 

very skeptical man.  In part, this served him well, in promoting those values and beliefs 

he kept close to his person, yet in the course of his own life, Murdock would seek out the 

types of remedies he discouraged others from pursuing.  For the moment, Murdock’s 

objectives up front in the very first edition of the Eagle were clear.   

Murdock was outwardly all about family, and community and the unyielding 

endeavor of all of Wichita’s citizens to succeed. More importantly, he believed that it was 

his responsibility; personally, by way of the newspaper he brought to the city, to see 

those ideals through in all of the issues of the Eagle.  “Nothing,” he wrote, “speaks so 

                                                 
104 All of the quoted material is taken from MMM 80-04, Box 11, FF1, “History of the Eagle.”  Quite interestingly, this 

‘History’, written in 1949, takes the opportunity to ‘compare’ issues of the day with those of the very first publications.  Boastfully, it 
points out, for example, that while two people put out the Eagle in the early days, “today nearly 1000 persons are engaged in The 
Eagle enterprise,” and that while the first edition was 4 pages, today, a “whopping big ‘Progress edition published April 3, 
1949,…weighed two pounds and carried more than 17,000 inches of advertising equal to 96 solid pages.”  And, to think that ‘today’, 
we marvel at the amount of information that can be condensed into a ‘microchip.’ 

105 Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1872. 
106 Ibid. 
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well for a town and the enterprise of its citizens—its growth and prosperity—as the 

columns of the local paper well filled with home advertisements of home trade and 

business.”107 

Murdock was quick to support and promote those values he believed important to 

the good people of Wichita, such as highlighting selected local church establishments, 

their pastors, times of service, etc.  This kind of promotional effort in itself was not 

particular to Murdock or to his newspaper.  Promoting church and family in the local 

news organ of many communities of the Midwest at the time, certainly, was nothing 

unusual.  Moreover, Murdock, himself, was not an overly religious man when it came to 

attending church on Sunday.  He “belonged to the Methodist Church,”108 yet he was, in 

practice, not always as faith-centered necessarily as perhaps he hoped his readers might 

be in offering the particulars of the schedules, above.  “If he belonged to any church,” 

David Leahy recalled in 1934, “he didn’t work very hard at it.”109 Indeed, as his son, 

Marcellus, later reminisced, “Father in later years wasn’t much of a church man.  He had 

his religion probably inherited from a father.”110   

Nonetheless, he was quick to prominently display in column A of his opening 

paper, for example, that the First Presbyterian Church, was offering services in the 

“church building,” at the corner of Wichita and Second Streets … every Sabbath at 10 ½ 

am and 7 ½ pm.  The M.E. Church, which alternated services with the local Episcopal 

Church, was meeting at the “school house” on every Sabbath at 10 ½ o’clock a.m., or 7 ½ 

p.m., with pastor J.F. Nessly of the M.E. Church, officiating in tandem with the Reverend 

                                                 
107 Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1872. 

108 Transcriptions. 
109 David Leahy, “Recollections of Col. Marsh Murdock,” from MMM 80-04. 
110 Transcriptions. 
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J.P. Hilton of the Episcopal Church.”111  Murdock was first about promotion, and he 

knew the right buttons to push in making certain that his paper reached his constituents in 

meaningful ways even though he may not have personally endorsed or advocated for all 

that he pushed for in his paper. 

Marshall Murdock’s father’s religion of course, was in a word, “fanatic.”  Thomas 

preached ‘prophetically’ in the streets of Emporia and it was perhaps because of this 

experience that Murdock, himself, was reluctant to engage in quite so avowed a manner.    

Marcellus, in fact, offered additional insight years later into the role that ‘faith’ played in 

his parents’ lives, writing that they “were very active [in the Methodist Church],” …until 

the Reverend “lost his ministerial pants,” after which they “seemed to have lost interest.  

And from then on, I don’t remember having heard them say that church was the only way 

to salvation.”112  Marshall Murdock is not on record, to my understanding, of having 

every used his station to promote religion in a manner consistent with his father, nor was 

he as avuncular in this regard with his readers as certainly he was in other areas of their 

lives.113   

 As with all newspapers of the time, the Wichita Eagle covered its leading citizens 

and town boosters.  Many of the more prominent Wichita personalities are seen to appear 

in Murdock’s paper in connection with their contributions to events of significance in 

Wichita history.  Mayor E.B Allen, for example, Wichita’s first mayor, and later 

secretary of state, is listed, along with Police Judge, J.M. Atwood; City Treasurer, 

Charles A. Philip; Marshall, M[ike] Meagher; and Justice of the Peace, William H, 

                                                 
111 Ibid. 
112 Transcriptions. 
113 It is of course of particular interest as well that Murdock was not known to advocate or promote those faiths apart from the 

Protestant faith.  This speaks volumes really as to the particular biases that Murdock harbored, and while Catholics, in particular, had 
long been a part of the faith fabric in Wichita, there is no mention of their services. 
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Roarke.  Constables, S.K. Ohmert and George DeArmour, round out the City government 

listings, together with Members of the City Council and the Board of Education, 

representing all 4 Wards, among them N. A. English, Wichita’s first city treasurer, and 

later one of Wichita’s leading real estate figures; W. C. Woodman, who of course was a 

leading banker in the city; and A. H. Fabrique, who was born in Vermont, and later 

completed his medical studies at Northwestern University, before moving to Wichita in 

1869 to become its “pioneer physician.” Fabrique should perhaps be best remembered for 

his work in establishing St. Francis Hospital in Wichita in 1888, where he remained on 

staff as its chief surgeon until his retirement in 1910.114       

Judge of the Ninth District, W. A. Campbell is found among those representing 

the County at large, while William Baldwin, a local attorney with offices at 137 Main 

Street, is quick to point out to potential clients among Murdock’s readers that he and his 

fellow attorneys-at-law are poised to “practice in the State and Federal Courts.”115   

In addition, these early issues of the Eagle provide a glimpse into the future of the 

weighty real estate game, which will of course play out in a tremendously significant way 

in the run up to the now sordid years of Wichita’s ‘Boom and Bust.’  James McCulloch, 

and partners, Jno. M. Atwood[our ‘Police Judge,’ above], and William C. Little are on 

hand in the Eagle to promote their real estate concern at 116 Main Street, where ‘lands 

are bought and sold, and abstracts are furnished’ on advise of B. F. Parsons, Counselor.   

Murdock was certainly not alone in pushing real estate in the newspaper business, 

nor was he, by any stretch, the first and/or only newspaper man in Kansas to include 

information relative to real estate or to the business of real estate in the local rag.  The 

                                                 
114 Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1872; William Connelley offers a good look at Fabrique in Volume IV of his History of Kansas, 

State and People, Chicago: American Historical Society, 1928, 1831-2. 
115 Ibid. 
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Oskaloosa Independent and the Kansas Chief in White Cloud, for example, were among 

the earliest newspapers in Kansas to promote snippets of land for sale, and to advertise 

upcoming sheriff sales and publish delinquent tax notifications.116  Murdock, of course, 

could not have known in 1872 just how significant the real estate game would come to be 

in the city of Wichita just fifteen years down the road.  Yet, he sensed the value of 

promotion of any kind—be it to instill in his readers the value of family and community 

by way of publishing church schedules, as seen above, or to impart an understanding 

among his readers that opportunities to purchase real estate in improving one’s financial 

bearing were available. Murdock knew that promotion would lead to an increased and 

more diverse readership, both in town and out, and his promotional efforts to that end, are 

clearly on display from the beginning issues of his paper.   Real estate promotion 

advertisements, placement of those advertisements in later editions of his paper, and real 

estate oriented editorials all suggested that Murdock possessed a peculiarly promotional 

panache in the booster world.  He was an enthusiastic player in the real estate newspaper 

game when it came to motivating people to act out on those personal proclivities in 

realizing success through any means possible, real or imagined.  In the end, Murdock 

would pay dearly for his promotional savvy.  Sadly, so would Wichita.   

Murdock’s color and creativity in promoting the businesses and the men behind 

them in this new Wichita was evident from the first issue of his brand new paper onward, 

yet it is in this first issue of the Eagle that a new standard really is established for the 

town’s primary booster, that principal “pistol-packin’ pencil pusher,”117 as Cecil Howes, 

a later correspondent for the Kansas City Star, once described these editors, bedeviled 

                                                 
116 An early real estate ad from the Oskaloosa Independent on September 12, 1860, for example, offered “three desirable 

town lots, eligibly situated in Oskaloosa.”   
117 Cecil Howes, “Pistol Packin’ Pencil Pushers,” in The Kansas Historical Quarterly, volume 13, May 1944, 115-38, 115.   
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boosters of the burgeoning new settlements of the plains of Kansas in the early days of 

the state.  Indeed, Marshall Murdock was in company with the state’s grandest editor-

boosters of the time, men to include, notably, D. R. Anthony of the Leavenworth Times, 

and Sol Miller of the Kansas Chief in White Cloud, later Troy; of John Speer in 

Lawrence early on; of Jacob Stotler, and later William Allen White in Emporia.    

Yet, where Anthony and Miller, for example, excelled nearly exclusively in 

bringing ‘news’ to an increasing number of readers in their respective towns early on, 

Howes describes the efforts of all of these men in bringing to Kansas “a record in the 

number of newspapers and newspaper readers that has been approached by any other 

state,”118 there is really no greater testament to the ultimate success of a town, and by turn 

its principal town builder, than to mark out that town’s growth and stability from a 

demographic and economic standpoint over time.  Today, Wichita stands as Kansas’ 

largest, and arguably one of its more stable cities, economically.  White Cloud is but a 

token stop on the extreme northern border of northeast Kansas.  By any metric really 

today—business, government institutions, schools, public offerings—Wichita holds its 

place as one of Kansas’ most productive, most prosperous places to live, and Marshall 

Murdock, though not alone in boosting the city’s prominence, played an important role in 

seeing it through early on from his ‘roost’ at the Eagle.    

The rankings of towns were different in the 1800s, however.  The building up, the 

shaping of a town, the edification and glorification of one’s own place of purpose in the 

world in bringing others to that place, was neither a Wichita, nor a Kansas anomaly, nor 

was it confined to any particular region of the country.  Historian Don H. Doyle, for 

example, writes about the role that boosterism played in the building of the new South to 
                                                 

118 Ibid.   
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follow the Civil War, and in particular how this boosterism was central to “making of the 

business class,” in Atlanta, and in the “building of cities” at large.  Important for us of 

course is the striking parallel that can be drawn between the success these two cities—

Atlanta in the south, and Wichita in the southwest—shared, still share today when it 

comes to prominence  of place in their respective states.  That Murdock was about 

making Wichita economically viable; that he would in fact today concede Doyle’s point 

that among the ‘foremost’ goals of the booster elites in Wichita was the “pursuit of 

growth for [his] city,”119 is really an undemanding argument to make.  There was of 

course a downside to the building of all of this success as we will see, yet if Doyle is 

correct in his assessment, and I believe that he is, that the “successful city was viewed as 

a dynamic growth machine, with every citizen and every component—commerce, 

industry, transportation, government, even schools and churches—contributing to the 

pursuit of expansion,” 120  then Wichita was successful, and Murdock was central to that 

success.   

Marshall Murdock was, in fact, the consummate promoter of all that was Wichita.  

While the true ‘boom’ phenomenon was still a number of years away, the ‘booster’ years 

in Wichita, Kansas, found full flight, beginning with the very first issue of the Eagle.  

Addressing his readers with salutary exultation, Murdock salutes the “queen city of the 

Southwest,” and pledges a newspaper in support, which he exclaims will be devoted to 

the “prospective commercial metropolis of this grandly rich domain the seat of empire 

and political center of what must soon become a densely settled portion of this young 

                                                 
119 Don H. Doyle, New Men, New Cities, New South: Atlanta, Nashville, Charleston, Mobile, 1860-1910, Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1990, 137. 
120  Ibid. 
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commonwealth.”121  In a submission to the Eagle later in 1890, E. P. Ford sums well 

Murdock’s famously christened Wichita, in a poem that Murdock was only too pleased to 

publish just above his expose on this Peerless Princess of the “Unrivaled Nile of 

America.”:   

IN THE "VALE OF THE ARKANSAS.” 
In the vale of the Arkansas lies the garden of the 

state. Soil and water, health and climate, all combine to 
make It great; Orchards, shade and flowers luxurient,<sic> greet the eye 

with beauty rare And fruits unequaled in their richness arc abundant 
everywhere. Central In this favored region, Sedgwick county sits 

a queen. Shows with pride her Peerless Princess and declares 
that ne'er was seen Any city like unto her, on the Muddy or the Kaw, 

And to prove It ask the Nation just to visit Wichita.122 
 

 David Leahy, city editor at the Eagle, in charge early on of being the all around 

“local reporter, hog reporter, society reporter and general news hound,”123 was one who 

knew Marshall Murdock well.  Leahy once remarked that Murdock’s legacy was that of 

being a “master town builder.”  Yet, Murdock was much more than that.  He was 

integrally involved in the very essence of what Wichita was, and what it was to become, 

even at the expense of learning too late (or perhaps failing to learn at all) what it was not.  

Murdock believed in Wichita, and while this belief was sorely tested, it never wavered, 

even when it probably should have in the meaner years of the boom turned bust.  

Murdock remained faithful, not because the city of Wichita depended on it, rather 

because he depended on it enough to see the city through.  He loved Wichita, and he 

worked tirelessly to build it.  Wichita was away.  The Boom awaited but Murdock still 

had unfinished business to which to attend. He was not yet ready to abandon his political 

aspirations. 

                                                 
121 Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1872. 

122 Wichita Eagle, May 21, 1890. 
123 David D. Leahy, “Recollections of Col. Marsh Murdock,” MMM 80-04. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
 

“A MOST EXCELLENT CITIZEN” 
 

 Between March 24, 1873 and November 23, 1873, the Class 2 United States Senate 

seat for the State of Kansas remained unfilled until Governor Thomas A. Osborn 

appointed Robert Crozier, a former newspaper man, and past Chief Justice of the Kansas 

Supreme Court, to fill the vacancy left by Alexander Caldwell.  Caldwell, embroiled in 

an investigation into his having “used bribery and other corrupt and criminal means, by 

himself and his friends, with his full knowledge and consent, to secure his election in 

1871, to the United States Senate, from the State of Kansas,”124chose to resign his seat, 

and leave open the opportunity for Osborn to subsequently appoint Crozier to fill the 

vacancy.  Former Kansas governor, James M. Harvey, was then at length elected by the 

Legislature the following year to fill the seat, “without the corrupt use of money.”125 As 

the political game played out, both Osborn and Crozier, mutual friends, were themselves 

to be found among those involved in the political chicanery that had born the attention 

the Special Investigatory Committee of the Kansas Legislature, above in scrutinizing the 

activities of Caldwell.126   

 Marshall Murdock’s political appetite had once again been whetted with the news 

of a possible ‘opportunity’ to broaden his political horizons, and at the time of Caldwell’s 

resignation, he was encouraged by those in the State—to include local notables, James R. 

Mead, and William Greiffenstien, and “we don’t know how many others,”127—who 

believed he was the best man to fill the vacancy left by the beleaguered Caldwell, and 

were fast to resolve that he make application to that effect.  Even those not necessarily 
                                                 

124 Senate Journal, 12th Session, 568. 
125 The Leavenworth Times, January 5, 1874. 
126 Senate Journal, 12th Session, 561-69. 
127Wichita Eagle, November 27, 1873. 
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disposed to Republican ideals had come out in favor of the good editor of the Eagle.  On 

November 20, 1873, only days before the Crozier appointment, the farmers of Gypsum 

Township had adopted a resolution calling on Governor Osborn to “appoint to the senate 

of the United States Col. M. M. Murdock of Wichita,” in anticipation that the governor 

would “take this opportunity of doing justice to the new Southwest by giving us the 

senator.”128   

In the end, the resolution was of no consequence, as any application on 

Murdock’s part may well have been.  Characteristically, Murdock was slow to be 

convinced, and this even with the endorsements of both ‘political faiths’.  Still, he did not 

discount the prospect of any future endorsement by those of the Legislature, and on the 

appointment of Crozier, in thanking the party faithful and as well “the farmers of the 

Southwest, who know us only through these columns,” he remarked: “If the Hon. Robt. 

Crozier feels as proud and happy over his appointment as we do over the endorsement 

that came from the hands of a people whose goodwill and good opinion we prize above 

that of all others, then he should feel satisfied, for we assuredly do.”129  It is unclear what 

Murdock’s principle misgivings or hesitations may have been to apply to Osborn for the 

appointment.  His relationship with Osborn may have played a role; certainly, his 

involvement in the Pomeroy affair may have had something to do with it.  What we do 

know is that Murdock, in customary panache, enumerated his ‘reasons’ with a muted 

modicum of modesty, telling his supporters, that he for one, “never had aspired to and 

never had expected to aspire to so high a place,” two, that he lacked “the ability to fill 

such a position acceptable to our friends,” and three, “that although this senatorial district 

                                                 
128 Ibid. 
129 Wichita Eagle, December 25, 1873. 



45 
 

contained about one-eight the entire population of the state, we were yet new as a 

people.” 130   

These points of disqualification, as he believed in particular the governor may 

well have viewed them, were perhaps enough, early on, to convince Murdock that his 

application to Governor Osborn for such an esteemed position would go unrecognized, 

and unfulfilled.   Murdock, after all, was no politician.  Certainly, to his credit, he did not 

fit the persona of those who had served to this point in so blatantly disingenuous a way, 

yet to his point of not being able to serve appositely in so commodious a position is 

perhaps the fairest characterization of his political shortcomings.  The case for Murdock 

was advanced anyway, and resolutions in favor of his nomination as the principled choice 

in restoring integrity to the office, were introduced as late as December 1873.  As one 

resolution announced, “that in thus bringing Col. Murdock before our fellow citizens, and 

through them before their representatives we simply say that as a representative, as a 

reformer, and as an able, honest and fearless man, he will be the worthy compeer of  the 

Hon.[then, seated US Senator from Kansas] Jno. J. Ingalls, and this for Kansas is 

enough.”131  

The Wichita Beacon, a less than favorable voice for the Republican effort, was 

abjectly opposed to the furtherance of the one person they heartedly derided and despised 

perhaps more ardently than the Republican cause itself.  Labeling the ‘resolutions’ in 

favor of Murdock’s ascendency to the United States Senate as nothing short of exampling 

‘before mankind’ “the lamentable fact that indeed, indeed! <sic> we are having a carnival 

                                                 
130 Ibid. 
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of idiots,”132 the Beacon went on to excoriate the editor of the Eagle as no less than “one 

of the smaller adjuncts of the very ring these resolutions condemn.”133   

There was perhaps no love loss greater than that which laid itself for a time at the 

intersection of these two rival newspapers in Wichita, the Eagle and the Beacon.  

Throughout their tenure, in answer to Murdock’s clearly partisan Republican Eagle,  

Millison and Sowers unflinchingly pressed the democratic cause at the Beacon, 

endorsing, for example, the “Liberal and Democratic Ticket” in November 1872, which 

featured the noted journalist, Horace Greeley for President, and his running mate, the 

virtually unknown, B. Gratz Brown of Missouri.134  A fair comparison of the two papers 

could really end here, labeling one, staunchly Republican, and the other radically 

Democratic.  The political climate of time and place clearly favored Marshall Murdock 

and his pro-business newspaper.  Very simply put, this meant that Murdock enjoyed a 

wider audience and a larger patronage. A closer examination of the two papers is telling 

on this account.  While Murdock’s Eagle routinely featured multifaceted, robust, 

advertisements, all tastefully drawn and posited to fill the column spaces allotted, the 

Beacon’s scanty 3-page format almost embarrassingly put forward on a regular basis, 

sparsely populated and dully drawn advertisements, more often than not requiring 

double-lined text in larger fonts to fill its columns. The Beacon promoted the Arts, the 

Eagle, business, and while both newspapers attended to the public’s taste for intriguing 

stories and how-to articles, Murdock’s paper clearly outperformed the Beacon on most 

every front, to include, most importantly in the end, readership.  Millison and Sowers 

mercilessly hung on to their weekly for nearly two years before they sold it, according to 

                                                 
132 Wichita Beacon, December 24, 1873. 
133 Ibid. 
134 See, for example, the November 5, 1872 issue of the Wichita Beacon. 
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Murdock, to a one Mr. M. Gable in the summer of 1874, who apparently then set upon 

providing, as Murdock rather glibly reported, “one of the sprightliest and most ably 

conducted weeklies in the State. 135   

 Sowers and Millison had legitimate concerns about Marshall Murdock and his 

past connections to those less savory in his political orbit.  Murdock was active in politics 

in those times, which witnessed the indiscretions, and/or distasteful associations of 

Caldwell, and Osborn and Cozier and others, and Murdock had in fact, as was articulated 

earlier in this study, voted ‘no’ to the resolution that then U. S. Senator Pomeroy, under 

investigation for alleged transgressions, resign his position.  Murdock’s personal 

associations touched upon all the above mentioned individuals to one degree or another, 

and his ‘reach’ could certainly be said to have found improvement upon his achieving 

editorial status in the State, but it could not be established to any satisfaction that 

Murdock, as the good editors of the Beacon alluded to in their “Resoluting<sic> M. M. 

Murdock,” was “sold to Pomeroy,” or that he was, in effect, “political corruption,” itself.   

The good editors softened their invective with a passing reference to Murdock’s 

personal authenticity—remarking that “as far as Mr. Murdock goes socially and 

personally, we have no fault to find with him; we regard him as a most excellent 

citizen,”—before closing their attentions with the intimate admonition to their ‘enemies’ 

that “to be on the side of power you must fawn and play the dog;” that ‘we’ are in fact on 

the side of ‘right’, that ‘we’ will not, “for prosperity and patronage, curse further our 

                                                 
135 Wichita Eagle, May 6, 1875; Murdock presents a brief account of the early ‘newspaper business’ in this issue of the Eagle, 

under the title, “A History of Sedgwick County Newspapers.”  Craig Miner sums quite succinctly the affect of the two papers on the 
city and the rivalry between them in his Early Years, 71-75.  See also Raymond Gaeddert, “First Newspapers in Kansas Counties,” 
Kansas Historical Quarterly, vol.10; Nos. 2 and 3, February 1941, 141, 301, respv., transcribed by lhn;digitized with permission of 
the Kansas Historical Society.  Note, also, the write up offered by the Kansas Historical Society, presented at 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85032573/: “The Eagle and the Beacon remained strong rivals for nearly 90 years, until the 
latter merged with the Evening Eagle in 1960 to form the Evening Eagle and Beacon under Marcellus Murdock, the son of Marshall 
M. Murdock.” 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85032570
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85032571
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wretched political machinery under a pretence of building a new one with the apparatus 

of the old.  We would rather starve on the side of right than flourish on the side of wrong, 

and when we are sure we are right, like David Crockett, we go ahead regardless of the 

consequences.  We are right now; God knows it and that is enough for us.”136  That 

Murdock’s character continued to be assailed, rightly or wrongly, was really for him of 

no particular circumstance.  He looked upon these disparagements, hurtful as they may 

have been, as part of the game that was the newspaper business.    

A ‘good’ man, personally and socially, does not allow for other than that that true 

‘good’ direct his person and his manner.  That one can be “personally authentic,” and in 

same professionally illegitimate is of course problematic.  A “most excellent citizen,” 

cannot connote in same a “most disreputable servant of the people.”  Murdock, himself, 

makes this case quite admirably in a letter directed to S. N. Wood in 1872, in which he 

calls Wood out on the inference he’d made that Murdock had accepted money from 

Pomeroy—a quid pro quo—in exchange for his supporting the Senator.  Wood, as it was, 

had been in the recent company of Murdock’s wife, when he “told her that you [Wood] 

had understood that I [Murdock] had received money from S. C. Pomeroy to aid in 

establishing a paper at this point.”137  Murdock continues: 

I would very much have preferred that you had written me your information than to have detailed 
it to her, as the rumor, supposition or whatever it may be, is all a slanderous lie, without even the 
coloring of foundation as far as I am aware. [Wood had intimated as well that Murdock’s brother, 
Thomas, had received money for his El Dorado Times newspaper]   I never, in all my life received 
a cent of money, of S C Pomeroy, either directly or indirectly, for support of [a]paper or 
otherwise…as a rule I care but little for these slanderous rumors, but when they are doled privately 
into the ears of my family as truths then it is time to kick.138 

 

                                                 
136 Wichita Beacon, December 24, 1873. 
137 Marshall Murdock to S. N. Wood, May 21, 1872, Letters.  
138 Ibid. 
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And, kick he would.  Murdock would, in the days to come in fact, continue to call out 

those whose claims against his character were unsupported.  He would himself never be 

above characterizing his personality, his sensibilities, indeed his ‘way’ of doing things, as 

being above reproach.  He was blusterous, and boastful, often ill favorably received, and 

at times, politely inimical.   However, he was as he was, he made no bones about it, and 

he refuted to the end those claims against his character, which went unsubstantiated or 

were flatly false.  In spite of the promise, his US Senate aspirations did not materialize.  

His political longings were again on hold. 

 Marshall Murdock never did attain political stardom, a story that continued well 

into his more mature days as editor of the Wichita Eagle.  He did not possess the 

necessary political skills that made for a Gilded Age politician—the verve; the 

transcendent charisma; the industry of speech on the stump; the wheeling and the dealing; 

the handsome good looks; or the inexpressible enigmatic allure.   Although he did not 

contribute substantially to the political arena himself, he was, all the same, connected to 

those individuals who did move in the highest circles, and he remained, until the very last 

moments of his professional life, at the very center of all important political and civic 

affairs of the city, of the region, and of the state.   

 Murdock’s gifts of communication, his truly matchless command of the English 

language in sizing up, building up, and building again, as necessary, the city of Wichita 

through the written word—were considerable in elevating to the degree Murdock alone 

was able this ‘Magic City’ he likened to no other.  As was true of many would-be 

‘booster’ towns of the Midwest in particular at this time, the art, indeed the responsibility 

of moving a city along, of imparting a particular hope in the hearts and minds of city’s 
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residents who on their own may well have despaired of that hope in unfortunate times, 

rested nearly exclusively with the editor of the town paper.  This was as true in Wichita 

as it was in White Cloud and in virtually every other town or city at the time.  The 

difference of course, as demonstrated earlier, is that while Wichita did succeed in large 

part because of the sheer sagacity of its editor, Marshall Murdock, other cities in Kansas, 

among them those mentioned, above, did not.  History allows us of course the lonesome 

opportunity of speculating only about ‘what may have been’ had this or that happened, 

but it is hard to imagine that had Marshall Murdock not been at the very heart of Wichita 

civic and political affairs as it were from his command post at the Eagle, that Wichita 

would have managed as it did.  Craig Miner fittingly summed Murdock’s importance in 

this regard, when he wrote that “Murdock’s editorials were always holding out the hope 

of fine things in the future.”139   

Indeed, the ‘future’ of Wichita belonged early on to the success in part of the 

cattle trade, which was, unquestionably important in effecting the financial well being for 

the city between 1872 and 1875; it belonged in part to the railroads, which first reached 

Wichita in 1872, and thereupon advanced and expedited that cattle trade, and later 

commerce of all kinds; and, it belonged in part to the farming and business industries 

alike, which were to fill the void left by the winnowing cattle trade in 1875, and come to 

witness over time, tremendous growth themselves, offering opportunities in kind for 

those seeking to work, or to procure, or, in some cases, to become extremely wealthy.  

Yet, this ‘future’ too depended as importantly on the extent to which all of these 

successes were first publicized, promoted, and promulgated through the pen and press of 

Marshall Murdock and his Wichita Eagle.   
                                                 

139 Early Years, 105. 
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By the time Murdock and his family reached Wichita, Kansas in 1872, the Osage 

‘question’ had largely been resolved, the cattle business was at hand, and the Santa Fe 

Railroad had agreed to extend a line to the city from Newton on the recent passage of a 

$200,000 bond issue.  That Murdock and the city he was to make his own for the next 

four decades were to meet with one another as they did in 1872 is not without 

significance.  City founders earlier recognized that promoting their new town was 

important, and Murdock had avowed coming to the city at the junction of the Arkansas 

Rivers on his terms and in keeping with his timing.  From the start, he set most 

immediately upon his talents, strongly endorsing Wichita on page 3 in the second issue of 

his weekly as the “objective point with the heavy dealers” of the Texas cattle trade, and 

following with—for the edification of his readers—a two column devotion on page 4 to 

the details of the incorporation of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, with the 

subsequent building of course of the “branch road…[the Wichita Southwestern] which is 

to be opened early in the spring.”140  

Marshall Murdock was of course very familiar with the importance of the railroad 

to the growth of one’s community.  While still in Burlingame, he was on hand to witness 

the opening construction moments of the ATSF in 1869, and in an article written for the 

Chronicle in May of that year, he describes the excitement with which he and others 

looked upon the scene of the advancing ties and tracks of the ATSF, two miles south of 

the “future city of Carbondale,”[Kansas], some 20 miles south of Topeka: 

For a mile or so up and down the Valley of Rock creek hundreds of shovels were making bright 
flourishes in the sun, teams of all descriptions were turning round and round dragging their dump 
carts, scoops, plows and wagons, with ‘gee-wo-haws,’ whistling jokes and what-nots.  The 
skirting timber was thickly dotted with white tents, which were rendered lively by the in and out-
goings of cooks of various genders, shades and dimensions.  Further along many masons were 
busy laying up culverts with stone and mortar.  The whole scene so presented and so quickly made 

                                                 
140 Wichita Eagle, April 19, 1872. 
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us feel like turning a double summersault and giving three cheers for Osage county and the A. T. 
& S. F. R. R.  The only thing that prevented such a proceeding on our part was a recurrence of the 
thought that editors are not supposed to do light things before solid Railroad men.141 

 

This portrayal of the advancing railroad for the Chronicle just three years prior to his 

move to Wichita holds out the very distinctive possibility that Murdock in fact did 

envision, or would envision soon the ATSF reaching the confluence of the two Arkansas 

Rivers not too far in the distant future. Certainly apparent was the fact that the main line 

would never service the town of Burlingame, lending credence to additional motive on 

his part to make the move to Wichita. 

 Murdock was constantly looking forward, calculating in advance those advantages 

to his person and to his livelihood.  He was also an engineer, a master planner for the 

people he believed to fall within his particular purview.  If the advantages to his person 

and his livelihood were in line with those he envisioned for others in his orbit, then the 

calculator and the engineer were one, if not then not.  The move to Wichita came with the 

understanding on Murdock’s part that he believed—because of the railroad he anticipated 

coming to Wichita—in the future of Wichita.  That this particular motivation is well 

considered comes with the knowledge today of course that we know, as Craig Miner 

provides, that the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad was originally in fact 

scheduled for Wichita, and not above it to the north in Newton.142    

 Murdock is quick to his ‘booster’ engineering in articulating the advantages of the 

railroad to the cattle business, which is central to his promotional efforts in the weeks to 

follow the arrival of the Southwestern into the cattle capital.  He developed command of 

                                                 
141 Chronicle, May 21, 1869, reprinted in Joseph W. Snell and Don W. Wilson, “The Birth of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 

Fe Railroad,” Kansas Historical Quarterly, (Summer, 1968), 113-142. 
142 Early Years, 70.  Miner identifies that due to Osage Treaty trouble, the line to Wichita was nixed in favor of one “just 

north of Osage trust land at Newton.” 
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the specifics, not only of the cattle barons who populated the city in early 1872, but of the 

numbers of cattle destined for St. Louis, Chicago, Pittsburgh, New York, and 

Philadelphia.  Murdock was certainly not above boasting and bravado important to all 

paper promoters of the booster ethic, as is evidenced in his extolling the virtues of his city 

as the most accessible railroad point … for the “immense herds without the interference 

upon the part of the settlers.”  The grazing grounds, too, he continues, “are well supplied 

with water and camping places, [and] run entirely up to her suburbs.” Murdock was as 

fast to support all the hooray, with faithful detail, which suggest of course a commitment 

to his readers in assessing and supporting bravado with specifics. “Within the past ten 

days,” he writes on May 24, 1872, in the booming beginning of the cattle trade for 

Wichita, “several heavy cattle dealers have been in our town,” among them, General L. 

B. Harris, who owns “no less than sixty thousand head, a Mr. Slaughter with “nearly four 

thousand head,” and Captain J. D. Reed, who “owns over twenty thousand head of 

beeves, all of whom expect to use Wichita as the ‘point of shipment.’143   

 Reports such as these continued to punctuate Murdock’s paper throughout the 

heydays of the cattle trade in Wichita, serving both to strengthen and to sustain a business 

that was to undeniably personalize Wichita for the first four years of the decade.  

Promotion in the early years in particular was significant.  In late October 1872, Murdock 

again flavors facts with narrative, advising his readers that “up to date twenty-five 

hundred car loads of cattle have been shipped, and the expectation is that a thousand 

more car loads will be shipped this year, making the total shipment from this point this 

year seventy thousand head.”  The cattle trade was big business in Wichita, and Murdock 

was immediate in promoting this among prospective cattle business men in the area by 
                                                 

143 Wichita Eagle, May 24, 1872. 
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identifying that “the average shipment from here already accomplished is larger than was 

that from Abilene during its palmist days.”144 

  ‘Not all that glittered was gold,’ however, and Murdock’s responsibility to this 

reality is evidenced as well in the very same issue.  Thirty percent of the stock cattle, he 

informs his readers, prices for which “have ranged low,” still remained unsold, as they 

are “awaiting purchasers” as of the October 24th issue date.  Still, the cattle business in 

Wichita remained robust in the fall of 1872, with the “prices for beeves [ranging] from $2 

to $2.50 per hundred, gross weight” and “shipments by rail from here daily from fifty to 

seventy-five car loads.”  Indeed, as Murdock accentuates, “the cattle business of Wichita 

this year will exceed TWO MILLION DOLLARS.”145  It really was no accident that the 

Wichita cattle business boomed, owing in large part to the attention of press coverage 

that Murdock offered it.  

 Murdock was much more than a cattle trade promoter, indeed much more than a 

parsimonious promotional charlatan for the city at large as some would want to 

characterize him.  Statistics, often, were in fact central to his promotional labors, and 

while enthusiastic departures of saturated prose did on very regular occasions fill his 

editorials, there is no question but what Murdock intended that his often ranging polemics 

be backed with particulars.  Two years into the cattle trade boom, for example, in 

response to concerns about a faltering cattle trade, he offered the following refutation: 

Contrary to all calculations, the cattle trade of this year exceeds that of any previous year, as 
shown by the books of the various railroad companies in the state.  This is the case in both native 
and Texas cattle.  In the older sections of the state, the shipment and sale of native cattle doubled 
that of previous years, while the through and wintered Texas cattle trade was about one half larger.  
The books of the Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe railroad, as shown us by [Superintendent] 
Nettleton last week, gives us the following figures for the first seven months of 1873 and the same 
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period of 1874, the shipments were as follows, from all stations west of Topeka, eastward:146      
         

    Month                                            1873                   1874 
                  January ……………………..        659                     2,055 
                 February …………………….       520                        937 
                 March ………………………..       340                       837 
                    April ………………………….      564                    1, 221 
                    May  ………………………….      820                     1,074 
                    June …………………………..     2,700                   6,760 
                   July …………………………..      6,640                   9,246 
                  August ……………………….     12,615                 16,736 

Even more telling are those statistics that Murdock follows up with in speaking to the 

numbers of cattle ‘by shipment station,’ for the same time period.  Wichita clearly stands 

alone as the ‘premier cattle station’ in 1874, with total shipments exceeding all other 

stations, combined:147 

       FROM                                     1873               1874  

     Granada …………………….   1,411              1,792 
      Great Bend ………………….   2,427              5,651 
                                     Wichita ……………………..   13,739           22,361 
                                     Emporia …………………….    3,038             4,047 
                                     Other stations ……………….    4,243             5,452 

Marshall Murdock was eclectic in his approach to making certain that his city was 

promoted, that his town was boostered, that his Wichita and all that made for what it was, 

was in fact at the forefront of the mind of his readers.  Yet, he made it his business to 

promote all businesses, as he did the cattle trade, with responsible panache.  In stark 

comparison, and to provide additional context of just how important a promoter Murdock 

was, and too, how his efforts through the Eagle were so instrumental in boostering and 

bolstering Wichita in these early days, it should be noted that the Beacon on the occasion 

this same fall day in 1872, fails to even mention the cattle trade or its bearing on the 

livelihood of the community at the time.  The front page of the October 24th issue, in fact, 

offers almost mockingly a feature article pronouncing that “Liberal Affairs [are] 
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Flourishing,” with speckled news snippets running the balance of the opening column, to 

announce, among other things, that Horace Greeley’s wife, an “invalid for years,” is now 

dying.148  Murdock, for his part, was not above modishness certainly, and yet, he was in 

same all about faithfulness to the people of Wichita in all that he did for his paper and in 

all that he did through his paper.  He craved success, and he wanted it as badly for 

Wichita as he did himself.   

The ultimate goal of course was that Wichita’s two to three thousand residents in 

1872 would one day have a town “as substantially built as Topeka or Emporia.”  Cattle 

trade offered “handsome support” for this prospect, as did the “immense” grocery trade, 

and the coming clothing businesses, which of course fed and clothed the “substantial 

citizen, as it did the professional gambler,” as well as the cattle drover, the “rollicking, 

reckless, free-and-easy herder,” and the “long-haired desperado of the plains,” who all 

were in and out of town on a schedule their own.  Rowdy Joe Lowe entertained a 

diversity of guests on the west side of town, while buildings, mostly of wood, began to 

gather in some semblance of commercial order.  Money was plentiful, circulation 

optimum, and banks accommodating.  The First National, in fact, proudly boasted of 

“interest allowed on time deposits and collections promptly attended to.”  Advertisers 

narrowed the empty spaces of columns in the Eagle on a regular basis. Success seemed 

apparent.149 

 By 1875, Wichita’s population had increased two fold and a report on the standing 

of the growth and improvements for the now five-year old Sedgwick County would 
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confirm that its principal city was center-stage in an agriculturally rich region poised to 

return important commercial dividends to the city in the years to follow the tapering 

cattle trade.  While Wichita’s still nascent population numbers rivaled only the total 

number of ‘cows’ and ‘other cattle’ [Wichita not included] in the county at the time, it 

was apparent to readers on the first look through other statistics presented in the report 

from County Commissioner, John Tucker, that the total acres of county farmland 

committed to corn, and to spring wheat, some 35,000 in all, not to diminish, naturally, the 

acres of rye, and barley, and oats; Irish, and sweet potatoes, and some 85 acres of 

sorghum, all spoke well to the county’s agricultural well being, and too, that of 

Wichita.150 

 Somewhat disconcerting news, however, for some of Murdock’s readers found its 

way into the very same issue, with columns adjacent to Tucker’s ‘good news’, carrying 

details of delinquent taxes on lots along Wichita’s ‘City Proper’ streets, to include 

Church, and Main, and Court, and Market, not to leave out the ‘additions’ of James R. 

Mead and Dutch Bill Greiffenstien, and N. A. English, where taxes on many of the lots 

there remained unpaid as well.  This juxtaposition of gladdening and sobering details of 

Wichita’s fortunes in a single issue was not simply happenstance for Murdock; rather it 

was a purposefully designed editorial contrivance, which he used on a regular basis to 

both encourage and to presage his readers.  There was nothing left to chance in his very 

curious and mercurial style, and he alone perhaps was most attentive to its lasting 

benefits.  In short, it ‘sold’ papers.   
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Murdock was a genius when it came to selling papers and his very special 

appointment in this regard was knowing first and foremost how to ‘read the reader.’ No 

editor did it better.  His innate sense of ‘news’ that would move and motivate; that would 

control and curtail the good citizens of Wichita was really singular, and this to his credit, 

was a talent recognized by many other editors in the state, something that Craig Miner 

very appreciably addresses in his Wichita, the Magic City.151  True, there were other 

boosters, there were other good town-builders, and, yes, there were many other ‘good’ 

editors in the state, to include D. R. Anthony, and later, William Allen White, but there 

was only one Murdock, and this one Murdock was alone the very best at what excellent 

editors do.  Murdock edified people.  And, where necessary, he excoriated them, often 

mercilessly, and in doing so, helped build and define a city.152  
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CHAPTER VII. 

“ENGINEER” 

As the 1870s made way for the decade to follow, Marshall Murdock continued at 

his desk, communicating in letters with local, regional, and state political and civic 

leaders, and prescribing relief by way of his editorials for minor and major issues of the 

day, perhaps the most severe of which concerned a grasshopper invasion in 1874.  

Having received considerable press coverage at the time in both the Eagle and the 

Beacon, Murdock was known to have taken special care to address the consequent 

suffering, personally and professionally, something that Craig Miner speaks to at good 

length in Wichita, The Early Years.153  Miner dispels yet another commonly held 

misunderstanding among many concerning Murdock’s purported insensitivity to the 

plight of those less well received than himself. While the Beacon was quick to lay blame 

at the desk of Murdock and those of the ‘business’ realm for “downplaying the 

grasshopper crisis to avoid adverse publicity,” as Miner points out, it was in fact Marshall 

Murdock, who “worked to a county bond issue for relief…asked for donations of seed 

and grain to keep farm animals alive over the winter, and lobbied for sending to 

Sedgwick County a greater share of the surplus military supplies allocated by the federal 

government for grasshopper victims.”154  Murdock was as much about Marshall Murdock 

as he was about Wichita.  He knew that press coverage for any event that demanded 

citizens’ emotional resources must be advanced in good light.  Yet, it is problematic to 

suggest that even one among his colleagues was at any time or in any manner exclusively 

altruistic. Murdock may simply have been more in tune with this reality than his good 
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friends were at the Beacon, a feature that was to his advantage perhaps in nearly all issues 

of significance in the days ahead.    

Marshall Murdock envisioned a city of continued prosperity and permanency, and 

with the addition of the Wichita and Southwestern ‘road’ from Newton in early 1872, he 

was nothing short of convinced of the immediacy of these two prospects for Wichita.  

Writing to strangers on the “future importance of the place,” he first extols the virtues of 

the city in extending an invitation to all visitors to ‘join us’ permanently, and then adds 

with particular verve that our present rail line, from the north will soon be accompanied 

by others.  “As to railroads, present and prospective,” he enlightens them, “leaving out of 

the question the trade and growth of the place and viewing the place only in the light of a 

point or location for a proposed city, there appears upon the map, and from the formation 

of country and course of streams, and direction from us of great commercial marts, lines 

for three railroads.”155  These ‘three,’ he informs his guests are certain, or all but certain, 

and will distinguish Wichita, upon their arrival from points south and east as “a great 

inland town.”  Indeed, that any future railroad(s) actually did reach Wichita in the years 

to follow these enticements was in an especially unique way, the result of the efforts that 

Murdock himself extended in a press and letter campaign that began in earnest in 

1876.156   

In the early spring of that year, Marshall Murdock entered into correspondence 

with Charles Wood Davis, an early director of the St. Louis Wichita and Western branch 

of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway system, a branch which would eventually serve 
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Wichita and additional points west.157  In early February 1876, Davis, responded to a 

letter Murdock had written him earlier promoting a ‘road’ to Wichita.  Writing from his 

hotel room, he assured Murdock that he was confident in personally being on hand in 

Kansas “to manage the affairs of the Company,” and “should be able to guarantee the 

building of a 2nd line.”158  

 Murdock’s active pursuit of the Frisco branch for the city of Wichita continued, 

and, as evidenced in a letter exchange from 1878 with then president of the Santa Fe 

railroad, Thomas Nickerson, Murdock had become the ‘go to guy’ in forming the 

alliance. Nickerson was negotiating a Santa Fe-Frisco connection with James Fish, 

president of the Frisco at the time, to haul rail materials from Wichita to Albuquerque to 

begin construction of a newly fashioned Western Division of the Atlantic and Pacific, a 

company formed in result of an eventual ‘Tripartite Agreement’ reached between  

Nickerson and Fish in 1879,  and later ratified by all three companies, “in which stock 

holding, the directorship, the cost of construction, and the profits were divided between 

the Frisco and the Santa Fe.”159   Sensing personal fortune at hand well in advance of this 

‘agreement,’ and cognizant too of the political station which Murdock held in Wichita 

and beyond, Nickerson was quick to the point in securing the editor’s blessing for this 

connection in Wichita well before negotiations were to meet in earnest.  Writing to 

Murdock in the early fall of 1878, Nickerson expressed the hope that Murdock would be 

open to the ‘possibility of extension from Wichita,’ adding that “you occupy an important 
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position as a journalist, and I do not doubt your desire to advocate such measures as will 

prove for the better interest of your city and state.”160   

Murdock knew that railroads were important to the city’s future, and he knew that 

they were equally important to his own as Wichita’s primary booster.  He was not alone 

in this pursuit, yet there can be little doubt as to the singularity of purpose with which 

Murdock in particular wielded and wheedled those in positions of purpose with the 

railroads to make his reality a reality.  He was pliable enough to entertain the interests of 

others in seeing his own interests through, especially where ‘back scratching’ proved to 

his advantage, and, to the advantage of his city.  As with letters, Murdock positioned 

himself through the press as well to be the primary intercessor in aggressive efforts to 

bring the Frisco, and later other railroads, to the citizens of Wichita.  The railroad too, 

was a boom maker.  

Murdock was center stage in the dazzling days of the railroads and in all they 

embraced.  After the laying of the ‘golden spike’ in 1869, the railroad industry literally 

transformed American commerce and culture in unprecedented ways, and Murdock was 

poised in his domain to capture the momentum created in its course.  A prominent and 

prosperous Wichita depended on it.  Market opportunities, he knew, were no longer as 

limited geographically or temporally with the prospect of the Frisco branch reaching his 

city, nor were the prospects of increased personal travel from Wichita to points East, and 

more importantly, from a purely booster perspective, from points East to Wichita.  For 

Wichita, increased mobility of course meant an increased population center, which in turn 

held out the advantages of all that came with it—industry, community, and prosperity, 
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among them.  Because many railroad entrepreneurs of the time, to include Jay Gould, 

were themselves looking to extend and enrich personal fortunes, often in the guise of 

serving the public good, Murdock’s desire for a populous and prosperous Wichita 

happened to coincide with good times. Craig Miner speaks to this connection in his St. 

Louis-San Francisco Transcontinental Railroad, in pointing to the efficacy with which 

the Eagle [Murdock] first enlightened Wichita readers in early 1879 of the prospect of 

their receiving a second railroad to the city, and that they should ‘strike while the iron is 

hot’ to take advantage of “Frisco engineers [who] were in south central Kansas [at the 

time]…looking over a route for immediate construction of a railroad from a connection 

with the Missouri and Western at Oswego to Wichita.”161  

 On Murdock’s recommendation, Wichitans did ‘strike.’  “Eagle Hall in Wichita 

filled many a night that winter to listen to the railroad’s engineers and executives extol 

the benefits to Wichita of a second railroad and to encourage a large bond subsidy from 

the city.”162 The St. Louis, Wichita and Western became reality in March 1879, and four 

months later, “the commencement of construction at Oswego was celebrated on July 4 

with a picnic excursion, a matinee of H.M.S. Pinafore, a parade of the Veiled Knights, a 

cornet band, a balloon ascension, and a fireworks display consisting of ‘everything from 

a firecracker to Geo. Washington on horseback.’”163  Murdock, for his part, continued to 

keep his readers informed of the progress of the iron horse, north and west toward 

Wichita, and in May of the following year, was to herald its arrival in the city only ten 

short months to follow its send off from Oswego.   
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Nearly eight years earlier to the day, Wichita’s very first railroad line, the Wichita 

Southwestern, had arrived in the city from the north, and citizens were now in a position 

to rejoice in the completion of its second rail line, the Saint Louis and San Francisco, 

which now connected Wichita, its present western terminus, to major points of trade and 

commerce in the East.  Murdock was himself enraptured with the moment on that 26th 

day of May in 1880, when that “last rail of track … was laid” and he wasted no time in 

sending a ‘special telegram’ to the Inter-Ocean, in proclaiming conquest to the world.  In 

a very significant way, the occasion did mark a victory in the march of progress for 

Wichitans as they now could claim their city to be that much closer to becoming an 

important crossroads for commercial enterprise in the Southwest.164   

For Murdock, though, the end-game was still to create a city of prominence and 

prosperity moving beyond the ‘cattle days,’ both literally and figuratively, and into a 

future of agriculture and industry.  As he boostered for his readers: 

Wichita lost the cattle trade, but became instead the metropolis of a rich and 
populous agricultural section.  Two years ago not less than 3,000,000 bushels of 
wheat were brought from the wagons in the Wichita market and shipped east from 
this point.  This year, the area of wheat in cultivation in Sedgwick County alone 
has been increased not less than 100,000 acres.165 

 

The measure of pride in this press release was full length, as Murdock goes on to 

instruct his patrons that more ‘good news’ is at hand as yet another “competing line to the 

East” will soon accompany those presently employed in the city.” 166 
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This line, an extension of the Burlington & Santa Fe Railroad, had itself been in 

the works for some time, and Murdock had served, again, as a principal player in 

advancing the cause.  In a letter from H. Scholfield in May 1880, Murdock is assured that 

the materials, to include 3,000 to 5,000 tons of 56# rails, for the railroad connection from 

Burlington to El Dorado have recently been appropriated, and that an additional 5,000 are 

projected for the El Dorado-to-Wichita connection.167  This news had a particular energy 

for Murdock, who had only two years earlier in September 1878 received preliminary 

word from the President of the Kansas City Burlington & Santa Fe that a financial 

arrangement for a road to the Southwest had indeed been completed, but that Wichita was 

not part of the plan for construction, scheduled to proceed, as Schofield informed him, 

when aid from counties and towns along the way had been secured “by proper vote.”168   

Schofield’s letter to Murdock, included the rather condescending remarks that “it 

has not heretofore been our purpose to look toward Wichita for our road,” however, “we 

would be willing to meet with business men of Wichita to discuss,” adding, “perhaps you 

would be disposed to offer us such inducements as would justify us in giving the north a 

full and thorough investigation.”  Never really given to political circumspection, 

Murdock was direct in his response to Schofield only days upon receipt of the President’s 

letter.  He reproved the railway kingpin with a sufficient admonishment, noting that ‘all 

you would have to do is convince ‘us’ that you could “speedily construct your road to this 

point,” and ‘we’ll do what we can within reason to accommodate you.169 Murdock was 

often intemperately aggressive, and more often painfully blunt in his rejoinders.  He had 
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to ‘drive’ the conversation, or so he thought, and very often he did so to the detriment of 

the progress and prosperity he sought.    

  Nonetheless, Murdock remained convinced that his work behind the scenes in 

letter campaigns, as would his work out front through editorials and commentary in the 

press, would pay huge dividends for the citizens of Wichita.  Indeed it did.  As Murdock, 

himself, adroitly advanced for his readers: 

The advent of the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad, besides offering lower 
freights, has opened to Wichita direct communication with the vast coal fields of 
Eastern Kansas, and an inexhaustible supply of cheap timber to be found in the 
forests of Western Missouri.  In this timberless<sic> prairie the lack of fuel and 
lumber has been the greatest bar to progress in agricultural development and an 
insurmountable obstacle to the establishment of such manufacturing enterprises 
as the conditions of this wealthy and populous agricultural region demand. 170 

On balance, Murdock’s concern for the public ‘good’ and his contributions to the 

continued welfare of the city far outweighed his personal shortcomings. 

By the fall of 1885, when Marshall Murdock, together with then United States 

Senator from Kansas, Preston Plumb, and leading Wichita developers, to include A. W. 

Oliver, M. W. Levy, and N. F. Niederlander, went to Chicago for a meeting there with 

leading figures of the Rock Island Railroad, Wichita, Kansas was already well 

represented by major railway lines, to include the Santa Fe, the Missouri Pacific, which 

had purchased the Ft. Scott and Wichita line in 1882, and the St. Louis and San 

Francisco.  Murdock could now boast of a prosperous and progressive Wichita.  

Caldwell, Mulvane, Ark City, Sedgwick, and Halstead were all now on the Wichita and 

Southwestern line, a line coincidentally on which Murdock had personally served as one 
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of the directors since 1880.  The Wichita and Western line was now serving Kingman, 

some 45 miles distant, with connections thereupon to points further West.  The St. Louis, 

Fort Scott & Wichita (Missouri Pacific) offered service from Ft. Scott to Wichita; and the 

St. Louis & San Francisco line, of course offered important connections to the East.171   

The Rock Island Railroad represented yet another impressive railway addition for 

Wichita in the very near future.  It was in Chicago that Murdock and his colleagues met 

with the president of the Rock Island, Ransom Reed Cable, and several representatives of 

the railway company’s branch lines with the express purpose of presenting the possibility 

of extensions to the West across the Missouri River in securing additional markets, “must 

put their roads out to the source of supplies instead of waiting at the Missouri river for 

such supplies to be brought to them.”172   

After several days of negotiations, however, it seemed that the Chicago based rail 

line was at best only “interested” in extending its operations into Kansas, with General 

Manager Cable himself committing to not committing.  Chicago packing house magnate, 

Phil Armour, one of the principal directors of the Chicago, Milwaukee, & St. Paul 

branch, was perhaps the most upfront, as it was reported “in the end that his road would 

be extended, not only to Kansas City, down on the west side of the Missouri river, but 

that a branch would be run out into Kansas.”173  For Murdock, and for Wichita, however, 

the question remained.  Would a branch line of the Rock Island Railroad reach their city? 
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The answer came in early 1886, when it was reported by the Sharon News in 

April that the Rock Island had absorbed the Omaha, Abilene and Wichita ‘road’, 

originally scheduled to run north from Wichita, “and will at once commence the 

operation of constructing the line to Wichita.”174  There were ‘doubts’ as to the ‘good 

faith’ of the Rock Island to actually follow through with this commitment.  One editor 

from the Topeka Capital opined on April 25, 1886 that the lack of a definite commitment 

on the part of the principals of the railroad months earlier in Chicago did little to assuage 

the uncertainty.  However, there was sufficient information from a “perfectly reliable 

source,” he assured his readers, “that this road will become a Kansas road soon,” and that 

“the main points in the new system will be St. Joseph, Atchison and El Paso, with 

branches to Topeka and Wichita.”175  Indeed, to further allay suspicions, and booster 

support for the railroad he knew now to be imminent, Murdock opened a front page 

column with the headlines, “Carry the News,” in which he posited “further proof” by way 

of a New York Evening Post insert reporting that the Rock Island “had issued 

$10,000,000 in new bonds for the purpose of further extending its lines;” that the railroad 

in fact was “taking advantage of the present abundance of capital to enter into [the] 

competitive struggle for new territory.”176 

Marshall Murdock’s role in ‘sealing the deal’ for the railroad connection to 

Wichita is unknown.  However, Murdock’s passionate contributions through the press 

had long been demonstrably important in drawing attention to the need for railroads—to 

include the Rock Island—and in heralding the higher merits of the ‘roads’ for the good 

citizens of Wichita.  It was as much Murdock’s ability to ‘carry the news’ of other papers 
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of legitimacy in advancing his own Wichita boosterism that made for an even more 

effective editorial style, and contributed to his success in building Wichita through pen 

and press.  By September 1886, the Rock Island railroad ‘reality’ was drawing closer, and 

Murdock is quick to offer side-by-side columns touting Wichita on the left as the 

“railway center of the state already,” and on the right details by way of the Wellington 

Monitor, on the advancing plans of the Rock Island, which now chartered its proposed 

course: 

Crossing the Missouri river at St. Joe, the road would run west some forty miles and divide, one 
branch going north into Nebraska and the other taking a general southwesterly course through 
Kansas, making the cities of Topeka, Alma and Council Grove points on the line.  In the southern 
part of Dickinson county or the northeast corner of Marion, the road would again branch, one line 
crossing the Santa Fe at Peabody and running southwest to Wichita and beyond.177 

The announced plans included word of the “intention to have the road built into Wichita 

by the 1st of July next,” and the proposal for an extension through the city south on the 

passage of bill “now pending in congress granting the company the right of way through 

the [Indian] Territory south to Denison, Texas, [with] the road [leaving] the state at some 

point between Arkansas City on the east and Caldwell on the west.”178  By year’s end, as 

Murdock postured on December 12, 1886, “the grade stakes of the Rock Island have 

reached Wichita,”179 and by July of the following year, he was able to report to his 

readers on Sunday, July 10th, that the Rock Island “will make its connections in this city 

on Tuesday between 12 and 2 o’clock pm.”   On the following Sunday, the 17th, the Rock 

Island posted notice in the Eagle, alerting Wichitans to the opportunity to reach Topeka, 

and thereafter St. Joseph, Missouri with connections to Chicago by way of its local 

carrier, the Kansas & Nebraska, which “will run regular passenger trains, leaving 
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Wichita daily at 8:10 a.m.”180  A year later, it was announced that the Caldwell extension 

to Texas through the Indian Territory was under way, with “a train load of teams and 

scrapers” arriving on the evening of May 21, 1888, with work to “begin at once.”181  

 Marshall Murdock must certainly have been pleased with the successes he 

personally contributed to over the past fifteen years with the addition of now four major 

railway lines for the city of Wichita.  He also supported businesses in coming to Wichita, 

including foundries, and machine shops, planning mills, and packing houses, the  

christened stock yards, and the Burton Stockcar Works, which opened to great acclaim 

and garnered a full page Eagle spread on the 26th of February, 1888.  His end-game was 

now in place; that this prosperous and progressive Wichita he helped fashion by way of 

the railroads in particular had literally transformed itself indeed from a dusty prairie town 

to a ‘princess’ on the plains.   

 The Eagle, too, in keeping step with the growing city it supported, had undergone 

a transformation of its own over the years, morphing from a weekly publication in the 

early days to a ‘daily’ paper in 1884.  It had always included something for everyone, and 

by the middle part of the decade, this ‘something for everyone’ made for a Murdock 

paper that everyone wanted and everyone came to expect.  ‘Kansas Politics’ was always a 

regular feature for Eagle readers, as were the topics of national and international note and 

noteworthy ‘goings on’ in his columns, “From Washington,” “National Notes,” and 

“Foreign Flashes.”    

                                                 
180 Wichita Eagle, July 17, 1887. 
181 Wichita Eagle, May 22, 1888. 
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“Women and Home” was as well a regular column for Murdock’s paper, with 

‘sanitary suggestions for the housekeeper’ being standard fare for those so inclined to 

learn the secrets of the business of home.  “Hotel Arrivals” kept readers abreast of 

visitors to the city, while ‘Arts and Music’ informed the culturally inclined of the Arnold 

Woods Philharmonic, for example, which offered a concert, “complete with 20 

musicians” at Turner’s Opera House on the 19th of August, 1885.  “Derby Dotings,” and 

“Kingman Kernels,” in addition to “NY Nuggets” gave the Eagle a more cosmopolitan 

air, while advertisements of every flavor and ethnic flair filled the ‘true news’ voids, to 

include a two-column ad from the September 18, 1884 issue, admonishing all to “Go to 

the ‘German Grocery,’ where one can shop from “a full line of Fancy Groceries.”  Little, 

in fact, escaped the editor’s roundedness of inclusion, prompting the Wichita Beacon to 

ask on one occasion the simple question, ‘why;’ why all the reports on all the things of 

little to no consequence, to which Murdock, with customary condescension replied, 

“because if we didn’t You wouldn’t have anything (to report).”182 

Reports of a more serious nature were also standard fare for Murdock’s readers.  

Beginning in June, 1884, for example, the Eagle ran a regular run of women’s suffrage 

issues, to include a July 31, 1884 press release from New York City on the address by 

noted suffragists, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to members of the 

National Woman’s Suffrage association in which it was made clear in the run up to the 

1884 Presidential election that remaining steadfastly committed to the Republican party 

was imperative, as “it is to the Republicans we must look for discussion and division on 

our questions, … and not the Greenback [or] Anti-Monopoly parties with their quasi-

                                                 
182 Wichita Eagle, October 9, 1884. 
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recognition of woman’s political equality in their platforms.183 This announcement was 

surely music to Murdock’s ears, as it served to placate readers who desired, as did 

Stanton and Anthony, a measure of political harmony, while at the same time it provided 

cover for Murdock in avoiding the issue directly.   

Confrontation was a sure to come, however, and Murdock knew it.  He was too 

direct and too much the Victorian gentleman to give in, or to allow for something he 

viewed, as did the majority of those in the mainstream of cultural and civic life in the 

post-Reconstruction era, to be counterintuitive, if not entirely counterproductive and 

socially disruptive.  Murdock’s was not a mindset to be dismissed out of hand.  He could 

not be reduced to some simplistic revisionist historical model as a merciless mindless 

misogynist.  Stanton and Anthony, as well as others like the entrepreneurially driven Kate 

Field, for example, were a credit to the enterprise of life in the nation.  Murdock 

understood the fullness of this reality; he was simply neither pressed, nor impressed 

sufficiently to receive it.   

The suffrage issue in particular points to Murdock’s taciturnity here.  Laura Johns, 

who chaired the Suffrage Amendment Campaign Committee in Salina, Kansas in the 

later years of the nineteenth century, was quick to advise the good editor in a letter 

written to him on one occasion in response to his concerns with her that suffrage could 

result in ‘social upheaval,’ that “the question of woman’s suffrage is a question of justice 

and nothing else.”   She closed by quipping that “I can’t take the time to argue this matter 

with you, though I would certainly find the time if I didn’t consider you a hopeless case, 

                                                 
183 Wichita Eagle, August 1, 1884. 
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and certain to succumb to nothing but the inevitable.” 184   Murdock held the upper hand, 

however, and he knew how to assuage rather than to bear the consequences of this kind 

of confrontation head on.  Johns’ reluctance to ‘meet’ with Murdock was received by the 

good editor as sufficient in claiming victory for ‘his’ side, without so much as a repartee 

with the noted suffragette.  Meanwhile, from the shelter of his roost at the Eagle, 

Murdock continued to afford the suffrage issue column space, while his editorials 

continued to pour forth disdain and condescension for it simultaneously. 

Notable among these blinkered barbs, “Oh Woman, and your Tears” from the 

June 15, 1894 issue of the Eagle, was aimed directly at Johns and her allies on the 

occasion of their tears of joy over the Republican establishment’s decision to adopt the 

female suffrage question as part of its party platform that year.     

The final victory was encompassed in tears.  The lachrymose downpour was tremendous, and but 
for the briny seeming of the scene the presence of a rainmaker might have been suspected.  Susan 
(B. Anthony) softly wept the while, while Laura Johns overflowed in hoo-hoos so copious as to 
render any subsequent efforts of the floor sprinkler a work of super errogation<sic>.  Like unto the 
accelerated precipitation that succeeds an extra clap of thunder, there was water, such as it was, in 
superabundance.  It was but a fair, indeed, an apt object lesson of women in politics.  Emotions and 
tears and a final collapse into the arms of the opposition.  Sentiment and salt water, rather than 
principles and policy.  Laura M. Johns, the president of a woman’s Republican state organization, 
and a woman’s party leader, paraded the floor of the Pop convention, a badge of her party’s foe 
pinned on her bosom, while Susan B. Anthony, who has pulled the wool over Republican eyes ever 
since the days when Noah found that the water business had its wet aspect, also, stood by waving 
her lime and tear saturated handkerchief over the hysterical victory.  Sobs, blubbers, snivels and the 
whimpering plaints over school girl grievances, and the hypochondriasis<sic> of a self-aggrieved lot 
of old women, and the hypnotic hysteria of the calamity howlers and the Pop-polyfoxers<sic> was a 
consummated clinch.  ‘Let us drop a tear or two’—or, you might make it true.185 

Suffrage was not alone the singular issue of contention for Murdock.  Among 

others of significance for him and for Wichitans in the closing decades of the 1800s was 

that of Prohibition.  Murdock’s position on the Prohibition question was really quite 

                                                 
184 Murdock had many challengers on the suffrage issue, but Laura Johns, and her husband J. B., stand out as those who 

secured his attention and his irritation for goodly portion of the spring in 1894.    
185 Wichita Eagle, June 15, 1894. 
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simple.  As he explained it best in summing the speech of then presidential candidate, 

James G. Blaine in 1884, in an editorial from July 9, 1884, “Experience has amply 

proven that regulation does not regulate.”  Together with Resubmission, a legislative 

recall of sorts to ‘resubmit’ the prohibition amendment to a vote, the Prohibition issue 

received extensive attention in numerous editions of the Eagle, beginning in pronounced 

fashion in February 1883.  Murdock, as was customary, delivered with diligence his own 

views on these polarizing issues—he opposed Prohibition on the practicality of its merits, 

yet favored Resubmission on principle—and in same made certain coverage in kind was 

afforded opposing points of view.  The resultant political banter was often, as may be 

expected, entertaining in its own right.186 

Politics in general at the local, regional, state and national levels attracted the 

attention of many Eagle readers of the ‘Gilded Age’, and Murdock stood ready always to 

deliver, and to deliver on the issues of consequence and concern—from tariffs, to blights 

and depressions; from money supply, to government support for, and regulation of 

railroads; from farm prices, to pension benefits for Civil War veterans; and from 

immigration to ‘blue laws,’ to point out only the more regular topics of tabloid 

conversation.  Murdock, too, was always positioned and happily so to rate and to rake, to 

praise and to pillage as required the people and the politicians who made these issues 

‘issues,’ and he was never so passionate as would distance him too far from a malleable 

position on any of these issues as necessary save those very closest to his conscience. He 

                                                 
186 Murdock was convinced that the issue of Prohibition was worthy of review and though opposed to the passage of the 

measure from a purely practical perspective, believing it did not, and would not prohibit intemperance to any appreciable degree, he 
favored resubmission, again on practical grounds.  The ‘resubmission’ issue remained a topic of conversation and political debate for 
Kansans well into the opening years of the twentieth century.  Indeed, Murdock was considered a leading voice for the cause in the 
State, and was sought at least on one occasion in 1889 by a “rousing resubmission club” in Topeka to “address the people of the city 
… on the question of resubmission, the President of the club adding that “I trust you will not let anything interfere to prevent your 
presence, as it will be a delight for the people of Topeka to hear from you upon that occasion.”  A. L. Allen to Marshall Murdock, 
December 18, 1889, Letters.   
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was, for example, a devout believer in ‘temperance,’ but “fought prohibition with the zeal 

of a crusader;”187 he was no fan of the railroad titans, but enjoyed all the same the perks 

of the unregulated railroad years, when patrons of preference, himself included, received 

consideration by way in particular of railroad passes and favorable fares.  Advocacy 

though would meet resistance, and professions to principle would be tested in the years of 

promise and prosperity that followed.  For Murdock, remaining center stage through it 

all, through the good times and the bad was important both personally and professionally.  

He would not have it any other way.   

In 1883, amid the buzz of booming, Marshall Murdock was very busy man.  Apart 

from his primary responsibilities to the Eagle and to the maintenance of the high profile 

image it now engendered most especially in the stir of his reporting and reinforcing the 

unprecedented economic upturn which Wichita was now experiencing, and which he 

personally and primarily had helped create, Murdock had commitments to the city proper, 

to its social prefecture, and to its government.  

Elected as Director of the Wichita & Southwestern Rail Road by the Secretary 

and Treasurer of the ATSF in May 1880, Murdock also served as one of the incorporators 

of Wichita College in this same year, and was later elected president of the Board of 

Trustees of Wichita Academy in August 1882.  Murdock had been a member of the 

Masons in Wichita since 1878, and having once served previously as one of Wichita’s 

early Postmaster in 1875, he was again appointed by then US Senator, Preston Plumb, in 

1884, and asked to hold the position until such time as a replacement could be found.  

Already taxed with obligations beyond his time or willingness to carry out, Murdock was 

                                                 
187 Transcriptions, Tapes 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
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only too amenable to the replacement proposal, and in early 1885, submitted a 

replacement recommendation of his own, introducing to Plumb in a letter a particular 

‘Judge Glenn,’ who he believed would do just fine as his replacement.  Plumb replied, 

only belatedly in early March, asking Murdock to ‘hang on,’ and later reassuring him in 

the letter, that “when the time does come if you want to be succeeded by Judge Glenn 

that will likely be my preference also.”188  Exactly ‘why’ the stall on Plumb’s part is not 

readily apparent in correspondence, yet what is clear is that Murdock wanted nothing 

more to do than that which occupied him presently.  

From a purely civic perspective, remaining committed to the affairs of the public 

good was easy enough for Marshall Murdock.  Murdock and his family were well to do 

financially.  In fact, a review of the various receipts and records, which Murdock kept 

during the time period illustrate a more than comfortable life style was kept by the family 

Murdock.  All members of the family, for example, were well taken care of by principal 

members of the railroads—presidents, vice-presidents, general ticketing agents, etc.—

during the unfettered days of railway traffic, and beyond. William B. Strong of the 

Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe railroad, on one occasion of note, offered a pass for 

Murdock’s father, Thomas on September 18, 1878, while D. Wishart, General Passenger 

Agent for the St Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, wrote to Marshall Murdock 

on August 30, 1880 to confirm a pass for him personally, adding it was a “pleasure in 

accommodating your request.” 189     

                                                 
188 Preston Plumb to Marshall Murdock, March 3, 1885, Letters.  Murdock was never it would appear satisfied with his work 

as Postmaster in Wichita, an appointment he criticized openly earlier an editorial from March 1880, blaming   
189 Letters.  

 
 



77 
 

As early as 1879, when the Eagle itself was in full flight, Marshall Murdock paid 

$250.00 in full for a piano, which presumably adorned the family residence, known more 

affectionately as the Eagle Roost, or ‘Eaglehurst,’ at the northwest corner of Fourth and 

Oak Streets.190  That the house itself, according to the Wichita Beacon, which was only 

too happy to call attention to the perceived excess, was erected at a cost of around 

$2,000.00 in 1874,191 the goodly sum of $250.00 for the piano, a figure representing 

more than 10% of the cost of the Murdock residence in total, must surely have seemed to 

some familiar at the time with the expenditure to have been an inordinate extravagance.  

To Marshall Murdock, though, excess within control was a governing feature of his life 

in this Gilded Age in which he lived, and there were those exceptions allowed himself, 

which precluded moderation were they to bolster and advance the image he desired and 

others, he believed, expected of him.  A suit of clothes befitting the editor of the Eagle in 

these abounding times was one of those exceptions.  A statement presented by Wichita’s 

F. Stackman, Merchant Tailor and Dealer in Piece Goods, to Murdock in March 1880 

listed an Over Coat and Suit, together with vest and pants for an even $100.00.  For 

Murdock, this must have surely expressed in style the showman that he was. As 

Marcellus Murdock later noted of his father, he was “a fastidious dresser.  He never wore 

“store clothes.”  “His stuff was tailored.”192   

 Impressing with a little gilding was certainly not taboo in 1880s Wichita, 

provided one had the means.  The Murdock family, most especially Victoria, appeared 

always to be fashionably accoutered.  The means were sufficiently satisfactory.   

                                                 
190 Handwritten statement, apparently filled out by Murdock, himself, identifies unreadable recipient, Letters. 
191 Beacon, May 6, 1874, as printed and included as file clipping in MMM 80-04. 
192 Statement from F. Stackman, DR., to M. Murdock, March 1, 1880, Letters; Marcellus Murdock quote from 

Transcriptions. 
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“Delightful social affairs,” donned more than one of the calendar months of the gilded 

years for the Murdocks as they did for others in the Murdock sphere, and it was not 

uncommon to expect that these events be captured for the public in story book fashion, 

much in the same way that one would anticipate today the sordid affairs of celebrities in 

vogue being sloshed about in the media for all to devour.  Among the loftier reports of 

the higher brow affairs of the 1880s in Wichita, was that afforded by The Sunday 

Growler, which offered the following resplendent report of the ‘lawn fete’ at Murdock’s 

‘Eagle Roost’ in September 1887: 

As early as 8 o’clock the spacious grounds were well filled with the guests of the ladies of the 
Guild, [of St. John’s Church] who, assisted by Mrs. M. M. Murdock, and her charming daughter, 
Miss Kate, bade a hearty welcome to one and all, and spared no pains to add to the pleasures of the 
occasion.  By 9 o’clock at least two hundred and fifty guests were present.  The lady managers 
fitting<sic>from one guest to the other, performing those little acts of true hospitality that adds so 
much to the social success of all such occasions, making all feel as guests ever do at the ‘Eagle 
Roost,’ at home.  The lawn was brilliantly illuminated with electric lights, while scattered around 
in graceful profusion, were oddly colored Chinese and Japanese lanterns.  To the west of the lawn 
was erected a broad dancing platform, which was the favorite resort for the young folks, who 
merrily tripped the ‘light fantastic’ in the mazy waltz to the sweet strains of enrapturing music, 
furnished by the splendid K. P. band orchestra.  At 10 o’clock Mr. A. Kanouse at the request of 
the ladies, in his most eloquent manner announced luncheon as ready, which was served at 
charming little tet at tet tables by the ladies, while some preferred their coffee, ice cream and cake, 
in the many charming quiet little nooks which abound in the Colonel’s lawn.193 

 

The images alone tell the story really of a Murdock world, which like the times in 

Wichita for many in the 1880s, was often awash in self aggrandizement.  Excess, though, 

was an acceptable feature of the Wichita Victorians, who, because they saw themselves 

in the light of the European-extension class of the Colonial world from which they 

drifted, were set upon displaying their ‘landed worth’ by way of laying bare the many 

trappings of life, which they believed held them in singular store.  These structured 

                                                 
193 The Sunday Growler, Sunday Morning, September 18, 1887, p.8, c.1-3; included in MMM 80-04, researched and 

submitted by Beverly A. Henline, September, 1985. 
 



79 
 

tempers of the mind were not of course immediately available to reflection, nor open to 

review at the time, but rather a manifest feature of a  rigid ideology, which articulated and 

advanced for years to this points one’s standing in society.  Marshall Murdock was of 

course in hand with these beliefs and allowed in particular for the excesses of life to fill 

those moments he could command and control.  Only two months to follow the rapturous 

affair on the lawn outside their home, the Murdocks “gave a delightful dinner at ‘The 

Roost’ in honor of Col. And Mrs. Milton Stewart as a ‘welcome home’ from their 

extended European tour.”194   

 Invitations were extended to “only a few of the intimate friends” of the Murdocks 

for that special reception on the Friday evening prior to Christmas 1887.  As was 

customary of Victoria Murdock, the home was “beautifully decorated for the occasion,” 

the dining room table ‘superbly so’ with a “magnificent gold candralabra<sic>[in the 

center]with wax candles shed[ding]their soft rays over the table.  As guests “entered the 

dining room, Mrs. Stewart leaning upon the arm of Col. Murdock, Mrs. Murdock upon 

the arm of Col. Stewart, they were presented with menus “printed in gold on blue and 

pink satin,” and flowers befitting both the ladies and the gentlemen—“rich corsages 

bouquets,” and “superb buttonhole bouquets,” respectively—being “placed at each plate 

under a lettuce leaf.”195 

On the menu that Friday evening was a dinner of ‘Egyptian-Princess of the Plains 

panache,’ “served in courses,” beginning with ‘Soup Ramses’ and ‘Nile of America’ Ale; 

                                                 
194 The Sunday Growler, Sunday Morning, December 25, 1887; included in MMM 80-04, researched and submitted by 

Beverly A. Henline, January, 1984. 
195 Ibid.  It should be noted that Marcellus Murdock, in later recalling these events at “‘Eaglehurst’ on Oak Street,” reported 

that while his parents did in fact entertain “quite lavishly,” these occasions were “special,” and not “daily contacts.”  See 
Transcriptions.  
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oysters on the half-shell; selections of Salt and/or Fresh Fish with Fowl, Meleagris and 

Virginia Partridge; Potatoes a la Irish, French Peas; and a salad offering mayonnaise 

dressing with current jelly aside.  Dinner closed appropriately with Pyramid Pudding, 

Cherps, and Brandy Sauce; Sphinx Cheroet; and Coffee.  Guests were left to visit, and on 

the consummation of a fine evening, were offered what surely Marshall Murdock himself 

composed in sending all off with a menu memorialized in verse:  

“Thus fades the dream of Egypt’s stream, with ages hoary  
And pales the flow of the Dark Continent’s story,  
In presence of Quirari’s lonely glory, and shadowless Genesis.”196             

 
 The run of daily life was not so ostentatious for the Murdocks, nor were the daily 

meals they prepared.  Still, there is sufficient reason to allow that life was good in the 

main.  Regular receipts for purchases at Jocelyn & Kellogg, dealers in Staple and Fancy 

Groceries on Main Street, for example, reveal that a goodly balance of essential 

foodstuffs was reaching the Murdock residence, while a ‘debt’ to grocer/restaurant 

owner, J. Zimmerman of Wichita identifies that Murdock, himself, ate well during the 

work week, with what would appear to be daily meal purchases of ‘Leg of Mutton,’; 

Fish; Steak; Rump roast; and ‘Steak & Ham.’  W. S. Corbett, with ‘Groceries and 

Provisions, Teas, Cigars and Tobacco,’ was another stop for the Murdocks in the 1880s, 

as was George Innes & Company for miscellaneous dry goods, boots, and shoes, while 

silks, linens, buttons, and accessories came through Larimer & Stinson at 132 Main.  

Charles Marsh, a dealer in coal, stone, etc. at the ‘northwest corner of Douglas Avenue 

and Railroad,’ supplied the Murdock’s energy needs, while ‘practical tinner,’ Jacob 

Bissantz, who offered a “fine selection of iron and slate mantels and grates,” was 

                                                 
196 Ibid. 
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important to the Murdock on a very practical level as well in servicing the residence, 

‘mending lead pipes,’ for example, as well as pulling and driving pumps, and moving a 

stove for Murdock.  We also see that Mr. Bissantz furnished Murdock with accessories 

for the home, to include a pump handle, tin pieces, a granite iron steam pan, and on one 

occasion, a rather substantial article of ‘furniture’ totaling $39.00.197 

  Not all continued glowingly, though, for the Murdocks in these otherwise 

luminous days.  In February 1883, Marshall’s and Victoria’s 10 year old daughter, 

affectionately known as ‘Love an’ Tangle’ grew very ill, with an announcement from the 

Eagle on February 22, 1883, affirming for Murdock’s readers that “all hopes of her 

recovery have been given up.”198  Love an’ Tangle died less than a week later, bringing a 

punctuated sadness to Marshall Murdock and his wife as they had welcomed only two 

weeks earlier on Valentines Day a son, Marcellus Murdock, to the family of two older 

sisters, Kate, and Pearl, and an elder brother, Victor.  The Murdocks were to meet in the 

years of their marriage with the untimely deaths of four children all together—a daughter, 

Jessie, born in 1863, died four years later; a son, Tommy Earnest, died only four months 

after his birth in April 1865; daughter, Love An’ Tangle, above; and daughter, Kate, born 

in 1879, died tragically during childbirth in March 1892, only three years to follow her 

marriage to Bion Hull of Wichita in November 1889.199 

Marcellus, as observed earlier, would one day take over the Eagle family business 

upon his parent’s deaths—his father in 1908, and his mother in 1915—and managed the 

paper successfully for the next six decades, while eldest son, Victor, went on to be 

                                                 
197 Various statements, as identified, Letters. 
198 Wichita Eagle, February 22, 1883. 
199 MMM 80-04, Box 15, 4. 
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successful in his own right as a United States Congressman, elected in 1903, later serving 

as the leader of Theodore Roosevelt’s Bull Moose Party in 1912.    

Marshall Murdock, rather curiously, rarely talked about his children publicly, nor 

are there many examples from his private or public world which speak to his having 

shared any emotion openly about any of them.  In fact, apart from the conversations, 

characterizations, discussions, and disputes we learn about later in reminiscences offered 

by his sons, Marcellus, and Victor, about their father, or the connection he had with them 

and/or their siblings, there is really little to be gleaned as to the truly personal relationship 

Murdock may have had with any of his children.  Certainly, as may have been fitting of 

‘fathers’ and ‘children’ of this time in American history, where fathers ‘ruled’ and 

children ‘obeyed,’ Murdock proved the stereotypic exemplar.  Marcellus later spoke to 

this relationship in several ‘stories’ about his father that we now enjoy in recordings 

transcribed for us many years to follow Marshall Murdock’s death in 1908.200  Still, there 

were exceptions to effecting this ‘understanding’ upon all in his world, to include his son, 

Victor, who when ‘breaking into the newspaper business’ himself, told his father in the 

course of a spat the two had, according to brother, Marcellus, over how to run the 

newspaper business, that “some day you’ll be known as … Victor Murdock’s father,” to 

which the elder Murdock, as son, Marcellus ‘imagined,’ “merely sneered.”201 The 

‘sequel’ to the story, as Marcellus goes on to relate, is telling: 

Some years later … Victor was accompanying William McKinley on his campaign tour for the 
presidency.  Victor was a reporter on the Chicago InterOcean, where he had taken a job because 
he couldn’t get along with father.  The InterOcean had assigned him to the McKinley train.  Well, 
it happened that father joined the campaign, visited McKinley on the train, and the first thing 
McKinley said to him was, “Oh yes, you’re the father of Victor Murdock, aren’t you?”202 

                                                 
200 Transcriptions. 
201 Ibid. 
202 Ibid. 
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 By the time gas lights reached Wichita in 1883, the city was alive and prospering. 

The ‘boom’ years were away, and Murdock himself, awash in the success he’d stood 

witness to in the years leading up to these momentous times, was committed in fulfilling 

a prophecy of his own much earlier to make Wichita an even more prosperous place to be 

by bringing even more news of the exciting events on a more regular basis to his 

readers.203  The Wichita Daily Eagle, which premiered on the 22nd of May 1884, 

succeeded in accomplishing this very desirous objective, as then United States Senator, 

John Ingalls affirmed in a congratulatory letter to the editor, a day to follow the premiere 

issue: “Fifteen years ago, the desert and solitude: today the city, the railroad, the daily 

paper!  What a sublime transformation.  How splendid the realization, but how much 

more inspiring the prophesy.”204  The days of boom and bust were looming.      

 

                                                 
203 Murdock’s campaign for a daily paper in Wichita began in earnest some three years prior to the publication of the first 

Daily issue in 1884 with exploratory letters to editorial colleagues in the state.  Writing to D.R. Anthony, for example, of the 
Leavenworth Times in December 1881 as to the plausibility of a daily paper in his city, Anthony responds by relating to Murdock that 
“I hardly know what to say in reply to yours of yesterday of a daily paper in Wichita.” (D.R. Anthony to Marshall Murdock, 
December 22, 1881, Letters); in a letter back from editor, John Rice, of the Ft. Scott Monitor, Murdock receives only modest 
encouragement, with the rather tepid response that I “will aid all I can…”  (John Rice to Marshall Murdock, December 23, 1881, 
Letters ). 

204 John J. Ingalls to Marshall Murdock, May 23, 1884, Letters. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
 

“LAND SLIDES AND DEVIL RAISIN’” 
 

The city of Wichita continued to grow into the 1880s.  By 1882, population 

numbers began to ‘take off.’  These numbers were of course driven in part by the 

railroads, two of which Murdock had helped successfully negotiate to date for Wichita.  

The traffic the railroads now engendered, bringing new ‘residents’ to the city was 

significant. Among the arrivals in the early days of the soon to be ‘booming’ Wichita 

were ‘investors’ from the east, who doubtlessly had set upon this ‘Magic City’ as the 

place to strike it rich in the now burgeoning real estate trade.  Craig Miner points to two 

individuals in particular from Connecticut who “ended up spending over $23,000 on 

Wichita real estate, ‘causing’ a thrill among speculators which none could forget.”205  

There were others who were not so successful.  H. H. Clark, Esquire, who reached 

Wichita from Washington County, Pennsylvania in early March 1883, appears not to 

have met with the same good fortune experienced by the two Connecticut investors.  

Though Clark, who arrived in town with a letter of introduction from his attorney, John 

Addison McIlvaine, with the desire of “prospecting your Valley with a view of making 

some investments,” his fortune was anything but thrilling in the three years we know him 

to have been in Wichita, as legal complications marred his investment prospects in the 

city.206   

It was aboundingly clear that Wichita, by the mid 1880s, was the center of wide-

spread attention by way most expressly of Marshall Murdock’s relentless press coverage 

                                                 
205 Magic City, 45. 
206 John Addison McIlvaine to Marshal Murdock, March 8, 1883, Letters.  While no record was found of any real estate 

transactions involving Mr. Clark in particular, the Eagle does identify him in the May 8, 1886 issue as a defendant in a Supreme Court 
case with a Mr. Joseph T. Ward in a quo warranto case.  For a comprehensive look at the boom-bust years, see the Magic City, 45-92. 
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of the now burgeoning booming southwest metropolis that was Wichita.  In fact, the city 

was now positioned by virtue of all of Murdock’s “ginning up,” to assure rather than 

persuade interested would-be real estate investors / speculators, inside and outside the 

city that this was in fact the place to set your fortunes, that those on the outside in 

particular wanted now to be on the inside of this newly emerging ‘Magic City.’  The near 

wanderlust abandon for ‘getting rich’ that was soon to embrace and later overwhelm this 

city of Murdock’s was away.   The role that Murdock personally played in starting the 

fire and subsequently dousing the flames, something exemplified in his two monumental 

editorials, “Born Booming,” from December 5, 1886, and “Call a Halt,” from February 

24, 1887, tells the gloriously sad story of boom to bust all its own. 

Real estate advertisements had been central to the Eagle’s offerings since the 

opening issues of the paper.  In an article entitled “Our Advertisers” on page 4 of the very 

first issue from April 12, 1872, Murdock explains to his readers that while he is unable to 

afford every advertising patron “the individual and separate notice they merit,”  he is 

confident that ‘good businessmen’ will understand why.  The intimation here is that while 

all ‘patrons’ are appreciated, not all can be represented equally because the Eagle, like 

any business in town, depends on generous financial resources to be successful, the better 

the resources, the better the business.   

Murdock follows closely upon his admonition to issue, as he calls it, a 

“compendium of each house, beginning with the largest advertisers and noticing each 

briefly for the present, down to the smallest.”207  Not surprisingly, Murdock’s list begins 

with real estate notables, Steele and Smith, who are afforded a double column spread on 
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the last page of the 1st issue—the touch page, that is, which attracts more attention, save 

the front, than any other page.  With this Murdock touch we find assurance of the 

financial commitment that real estate moguls, Steele and Smith, have afforded Murdock’s 

new paper, and we can be certain firms such as these will in future receive the same 

special consideration from Murdock that he accorded Steele and Smith in communicating 

to his readers that their “wide-awake enterprise and strict business integrity has already 

made them second to no real estate firm in the State.” 208 

As much as Murdock communicated directly to his readers in announcements 

such as these from the very first issue on, it is as much in what he does not have to report 

that carries significance in of itself.  Real estate advertisements, themselves, conveyed the 

message for Murdock that reasonable success was attainable for all, something we see, 

for example, in the very first issue, where the readers’ attention is first called to W. and 

N. M’Clees, real estate and insurance agents, who were offering homes for sale and rent, 

with a “large and varied collection of improved and unimproved farms and c[learings] for 

sale.”209  This ad, which occupied only a modest column measure at the bottom of page 2 

of the Eagle that day, is followed immediately on page 3 with two additional real estate 

advertisements, nestled among those for grocers, hardware concerns and booksellers, a 

contrivance again that Murdock uses to juxtapose in this case, success with sufficiency.  

The first of the page 3 ads is a ½ column splash from H. C. Sluss, one of Wichita’s 

leading attorneys at the time, who together with his partners, Reeves and Rouse, were 

promoting “the finest list of lands on our books of any office in the county,” while the 

second introduced Martin, Phillip & Co., out of state agents for the Triumph Insurance 
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Company of Cincinnati and the Continental of New York, who advertised property for 

sale in “all parts of the city.”210  

  For those looking to make Wichita their home, or for those who wanted only to 

take advantage of the opportunity to strike it rich, real estate was the story to read.  Real 

estate was Wichita, and Wichita was real estate.  Implicit, too, in the Wichita story was 

that while the building of a city, dependent as it would continue to be, as Craig Miner 

provided, on political, economic, and social forces at play and in progress, as well as the 

Murdock editorials, which responded to, and advanced the story about those forces, it 

was as much in what Murdock communicated through the real estate advertisements 

themselves that moved the story along.  Move along it did.  As it continued to advance, 

and to build, it would soon become too large for even the master story-teller, Murdock, to 

contain or to control.    

By 1875, Steele and Levy, the “Oldest Real Estate Agency in the Southwest,” was 

the single largest voice in advancing the Wichita story for Murdock.  “LAND! LAND! 

LAND!” they screamed at the top of their ad from the ‘northeast corner of Main and 

Douglas,’ “opposite the Eagle Block,” on March 4, 1875.  Naturally, the story was not 

just about the tracts of residential land available, “ranging from 1 to 20 acres, adjacent to 

the city, suitable for suburban residences,” but was as well about the “best business lots 

in the business center of the city.”  Murdock readers are further enlightened as to reach of 

the agency’s enterprise, with a notice plugging the new railway extension to Wichita:  

“Steele & Levy are the exclusive agents of over 10,000 acres of railroad lands, 

comprising the lands belonging to the A., T. & S. F. railroad, in twp No. 25 & 26, ranges 
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Nos. 1 and 2 east and 1, 2 and 3 west.”  And, what story is more complete than one which 

closes in advancing the Wichita narrative for Murdock readers:   

The counties of Sedgwick, Sumner, Cowley and Butler comprise an area of the best agricultural 
land west of the Mississippi valley.  The Arkansas river runs diagonally through the counties 
named, forming of itself an extensive valley ranging from seven to twelve miles in width.  Other 
streams of less magnitude, such as the Little Arkansas, Nemescah, Walnut and Whitewater rivers, 
Slate, Bluff, Spring, Gypsum, Chisoholm and Cowskin creeks, diversify the country with fertile 
valleys.  The soil of the valley and uplands is a rich sandy loam, several feet in depth.  Vegetation 
of all kinds is unsurpassed.  Climate temperate, equable and healthy.<sic>  Thousands of acres of 
land are open to settlement under the pre-emption laws for the sale of the Osage Indian lands, 
which are unsurpassed in fertility in any section of the state, and in no other part can cheap homes 
be purchased with all the advantages of good soil, climate and water.  Our people are enterprising, 
and made up of the go-ahead and best classes from the east, and in point of culture and society, are 
equal to any of the older communities of other states.  The young and growing city of Wichita, 
now with a population of 3,000 inhabitants, and properly called the Queen City of the West, 
presents almost unequaled inducements for money investments to all business enterprises.211 

 
 The Wichita real estate story of course did not continue to unfold into the 1880s 

apart from the many other life narratives of the city and its citizens, all of which clearly 

added color and contrast to the Wichita story at large.  Among those life narratives was 

Murdock’s own.    

By the 1880s, for example, technology, too, was catching up with Wichita and the 

Murdocks.  Marshall Murdock himself was not a believer in these ‘new fangled’ features 

of the times.  Even though the Eagle was among the very first subscribers to the 

telephone in 1881, Murdock would rather write, or walk his messages to those persons 

concerned, rather than talk to anyone by way of this talking telegraph machine.  A letter 

from the Western Union Telegraph Company to Marshall Murdock in October 1882 

suggests that ‘wire’ messages to and from the Eagle offices were well in play, and that 

Murdock, in true form, was requesting that his press services from the Company be 

extended to include night transmissions at a reduced cost.  To this, Gerald Barker with 

Western Union explained that while they could ill afford to wire these reports for less 
                                                 

211 Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1872. 
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than the $40.00 per week that they now charged Emporia, and that they should in fact 

charge ‘more’ as Wichita is further away, “I would be willing,” he writes, “to recommend 

to the Company to charge the same.”  Barker adds in closing, that his Company, in so 

doing, would of course “be compelled to increase our force by one operator at Wichita to 

take the press there.”212  

 Marshall Murdock was an unreservedly prideful man, and to his detriment, failed 

miserably through the years to notice the glaring signs that pride would work against him.  

He championed instead the idea all along that he alone in most every aspect of life was 

the dealer of the cards, the master of fate, the engineer of right, and the all-knowing 

potentate of progress and potential.  To a point, this seemingly forthright self confidence 

worked to Murdock’s advantage, and for a time it worked as well to the advantage of 

those whom he served as principle transporter of events and opportunities in his role as 

editor of arguably the most prosperous city of the southwest in the soaring years of the 

boom.   These years of extraordinary opportunity in procuring wealth in the real estate 

business for many came in direct result of the advertisements alone that Murdock ran in 

successively increasing measure in issue after issue, and all of which spoke intimately, 

and directly to the potential every investor had in coming into his own as the next 

providential player in reaching ‘rich.’ 

Along with these ready made for striking it rich advertisements, were the just as 

conspicuous real estate transfer tags, which Murdock began promoting as a regular 

feature in the Eagle, entitled “Land Slides” in June 1884.  These ‘land slides’ columns, 

purportedly aimed to attract attention to the land that was ‘moving’ from one holder to 
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another in rather brisk fashion, provided Murdock readers with a regular accounting of 

the real estate exchange transactions recorded in the Register of Deeds. Save the rather 

dissuasive title that Murdock elected to give these reports, there is no question as to the 

incentive they engendered for would be investors and speculators contemplating the 

opportunity to ‘get in on the action’ before it was too late.  Murdock was well aware of 

the energy he could draw upon at large in bringing other readers to his paper, and he was 

quick to parlay that energy into handsome profits for himself in the form of additional 

subscriptions to the Eagle.213   

As real estate advertisements continued to punctuate Murdock’s papers in 

increasing measure into the latter months of 1884, with Jocelyn & Thomas, ‘successors to 

J.M. Steele,’ leading the way as the ‘Old Reliable’ real estate agency in Wichita, the 

number of transactions recorded in the Register of Deeds began to build as well.  In fact, 

these two, in concert with the many new bank openings, to include the Bank of Wichita 

on October 5, 1885 with “authorized capital of $200,000 and paid up capital of 

$76,000,”214 along with financial concerns advertising 6% money on real estate loans in 

close proximity to the real estate soundings themselves were juxtaposed perfectly for 

optimum effect, all serving to hasten the tempo of the market, and all answering one 

another in creating full harmony for Murdock’s score.  The boom was away, and 

Murdock’s role was pronounced in seeing it through.  Directly and indirectly, by way of 

his editorials and his ad placements and ‘slide’ reports, his contribution to the desired 

affect was obvious.215 

                                                 
213 Wichita Eagle, June 8, 1884.   
214 Wichita Eagle, October 4, 1885. 
215 See for example, the July 25, 1884 issue of the Eagle. 
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 “Cheap Homes;” “Booming Business;” and folks coming to Wichita “in droves,” 

all were headlines, which helped support and enliven a feeling in early 1885 that things 

were ‘good’ in Wichita.216  Moreover, a ‘future is brighter’ psychology was easier to 

impart by way of these headlines in particular, which Murdock knew his readers would 

visually ingest even though they may in same discount or disregard all together the more 

banal academics of the accompanying article itself.  His newspaper psychology was 

doubtlessly effective as well in that the good readers of the Eagle needed only glean from 

the ‘real estate transfer’ columns, adjacent, to know that they too could have a piece of 

the pie that was growing almost exponentially; that they too had better ‘strike while the 

iron was hot’ in Wichita.  By July 1885, it was estimated that Wichita’s population 

neared the 15,000 mark, a small fraction of course of what it would be only two years 

later, but one, which represented all the same an increase of some 3,000 folks over that of 

the year before.    Certainly, it would seem, folks were coming to Wichita, as a report 

from city assessor, W. F. Smith would indicate—Between May 15, 1884 and May 15, 

1885, the total number of new buildings, “three fourths of which represent residences,” 

Murdock proudly advanced, totaled nearly 900.217   

By 1886, the sheer number of real estate deals on paper passing through the 

Register of Deeds provided the most immediate evidence of a town that was booming, 

something that Craig Miner has explored in exemplary fashion in his Magic City.  The 

‘deals’ themselves, which did create a stir of money and ostensibly serve to extend the 

building of new homes and businesses in Wichita for an ever increasing and diverse 

population, which reached nearly 32,000 residents in 1887, are significant in coming to 
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an understanding of the making of the boom.  Just as telling, perhaps, were the 

promotional headlines, which Murdock continued to inject into the public conscience, 

along with his alluring articles, and real estate tempting, on a daily basis leading up to the 

high point of the boom; headlines, which unfortunately, though designed to impart a 

social and civic awareness of just how ‘good’ things were in Wichita, served in the end to 

promote a city of paper that soon grew away from itself, a city that literally did ‘slide’ 

away beyond even Murdock’s editorial gameness to save it.218 

News of “Suburban Growth” followed in August, while titles a month later, 

pointing to “Marvelous Growth,” and a “Future Metropolis,” headlined reports in the 

body of the article about lots, which sold in 1881 for $150 to $200, were now being 

“ready sale at $6,000 and $7,000.”219      G. W. Bartholomew’s gargantuan ½ page 

advertisement on November 22, 1885, promoting “75 of the Cheapest Lots Ever offered 

in Wichita” in the Hyde Park addition, ½ mile from businesses and one block from the 

Douglas Ave. Street Railroad, was an all consuming, eye-catching headline all its own, 

and received a run in Murdock’s newspaper the entire final week of November.220  

Ready-made headlines like these from Bartholomew were a bonus for Murdock and he 

took full advantage of them again to begin the 1886 newspaper year. “The Biggest 

Boom” closed out the Eagle issues for the 1885 season with news of “lots [still] selling 

like hot cakes.”221  Wichita was booming, and booming big. 

                                                 
218 In an article, entitled “The Largest City,” from the July 23, 1887 issue of the Eagle, Murdock proudly boasts that Wichita, 

“which as sprung in one year from fourth to first place in [population] in Kansas cities,” advises his readers that “the assessor’s figures 
show a population of 31,760, which is the largest number shown by any city in the state.”    

219 Ibid., August 28, 1885; September 22, 1885. 
220 Ibid., November 22, 1885. 
221 Ibid., December 31, 1885. 
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Contributing to the height of excitement about all that was Wichita in the 1880s 

was the prospect for Murdock of extending the reach of his now booming city beyond to 

the south in Oklahoma territory.  The concept of empire was surely nothing new for 

Marshall Murdock when he first received an invitation in early 1881 from Oklahoma 

Colony President, David Payne, to attend a “meeting of our Colony [on] May 3d at 

10a.m. [to discuss] many matters of interest on the eve of another start for our New 

Homes [in Oklahoma Territory]”222   An additional real estate market to the south in the 

what was then the vast and virgin Indian Territory must surely have been appealing for 

Murdock.  Whether he followed up on Payne’s invitation, however, to attend the meeting 

in 1881 is not known. 

Marshall Murdock had known David Payne for some time.  Both had served in 

the Kansas legislature in the 1860s, and like Murdock, Payne was a Civil War veteran, 

having served at one point during the conflict as a captain of the 19th Kansas regiment.  

No stranger to Wichita early on, and an adventurer from the jump, Payne first set upon 

his plans to colonize Oklahoma as early as 1874. As long standing Wichita resident, Kos 

Harris, who practiced law in the city at the time later recalled about his meeting David 

Payne in the office of fellow Wichita attorney, George English: 

He was one of the finest looking men I ever saw, six feet, two and one-half inches tall, weight 220 
pounds.  He wore a gray flannel shirt, and blue trousers, broad-rimmed black hat, and calf skin 
boots with high Morocco tops.  He had a desk in English’s office.  On the desk was a handwriting 
manuscript of 100 pages, and a hand made map of Oklahoma showing all the United States 
government surveys of the territory.  He was then preparing to enter in to Oklahoma and trying to 
enlist men to go with him.  He had long weary years before him, but he said ‘I’ll open this prairie 
garden spot or die in the attempt.’223 

                                                 
222 Invitation from D. L. Payne to Marshall Murdock, April 12, 1881, Letters. 
223 Wichita Eagle, November 27, 1930. 
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After a stint in Washington as a first a member of the capitol force there and later, 

door keeper for the House, where he may have learned of another “scheme to settle the 

Oklahoma lands,”224 Payne returned to Kansas where he set upon organizing a group of 

men for a settlement sorties into Indian Territory in the early spring of 1880.   

Payne soon attracted a following of like-minded adventurers in an around 

Wichita, all of whom were bent on opening up the new territory to the south to 

settlement, even though in doing so they would have to break the law—lands parceled 

out to various Indian tribes by congressional act or executive order would of course not 

be opened to white settlement until 1889.  By 1884 the Payne contingent had garnered 

sufficient attention in Murdock’s press for its often bumbling, and wholly illegal forays 

into Oklahoma Territory.  Payne himself became the object an aggressive campaign on 

Murdock’s part to undermine the cause by casting Payne in a negative light.  Reporting 

on the events of a meeting, for example, held in early June 1884 to rally the faithful to the 

‘settlement issue’ even in the hard times when folks were driven out by Federal troops.  

Murdock first alluded to the worthiness the cause as promoted by some of the more 

laudable speakers on hand, and then, as if covering a separate forum all together, spoke to 

Payne’s ungainly posture and remarks:   

Capt. Payne, the big gun of the evening then mounted the rostrum, his bristles all astir, and in 
thundering tones murdered the English language as he proposed to murder the soldiers.225 

 Murdock genuinely supported the Oklahoma movement, but his interest did not 

extend to recognizing Payne as a legitimate leader in the cause. While a strained 

relationship over a heated legislative contest years earlier between the two men may have 

                                                 
224 In an article memorializing Payne’s death in November 1884, Murdock gives a brief summation of Payne’s rather colorful 

background and of his activities as the first real “leader of the Oklahoma settlement enterprise.”  Wichita Eagle, November 29, 1884.     
225 Wichita Eagle, June 3, 1884. 
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had something to do with this, the more plausible explanation for Murdock’s slight is that 

Murdock again wanted to be the ‘big gun’, the one with the idea in the first place, the one 

to have started it all.  Indeed, to follow Payne’s death, Murdock did become the big gun, 

the “Father of Oklahoma,” in fact, as Major Gordon W. Lillie ( Pawnee Bill ) later 

referred to the good editor for his work in managing the Oklahoma conversation in the 

press.  Oklahoma would have to wait, however, and while the vision of empire on 

Murdock’s part was never really to materialize, the real estate game in Wichita was 

enough to occupy all concerns at present.    

The articles, the real estate promotions, and the headlines continued for Marshall 

Murdock as did the booming consequently for Wichita through the entirety of 1886 and 

into the early months of 1887.  Two of Murdock’s most celebrated articles in fact date 

from the first of these two blockbuster years for Wichita, to include “How She Spreads,” 

a “prose tour of the city” as Craig Miner aptly defined it; and “Born Booming,” an 

editorial written specifically in answer to a potentially new citizen to the city.  Neither of 

these articles, however, nor those like them, to include the more modestly titled, “Real 

Estate Boom,” from early January 1886, which reported that Frank Williams & Co., for 

example, “sold sixty lots [last month] in [the] Washington addition,”226 nor the warm and 

fuzzy “Wonderful Wichita,” posted the following month with news of Wichita’s “blocks 

upon blocks of splendid bricks…to astonish the whole state with her growth,”227stood 

alone in boosting Wichita to the point of no return.  Neither were the Murdock headlines, 

nor the later less than spirited promos he ran—promos which once touted ‘land slides,’ 

and later offered only rather blandly, ‘real estate transfers’—neither was alone 

                                                 
226 Wichita Eagle, January 6, 1886.  
227 Ibid., February 7, 1886. 
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responsible for the dizzying whirl of speculators gone wild in Wichita.  In the end, it was 

really nothing less than the playing out of the ‘perfect storm,’ the ultimate human drama 

in which greed and good citizens meet in the absence of good judgment and the presence 

of illusory opportunity.228   

Murdock alone was not responsible for the calamity that came to pass in the boom 

to bust years of the 1880s in Wichita.  He set the stage for the drama that unfolded in 

transporting Wichita from a city of the cattle class, through the railroad years, to one of 

prominence in the state and beyond, largely by way of his sheer brilliance in ministration 

behind the scenes, as well as his more direct advocacy for a prominent and prosperous 

Wichita through his newspaper psychology and editorial edifications as has been shown.  

It is also true, however, that many of Wichita’s esteemed civic leaders, its town builders 

if you will, the elite of the booster class were as much to blame for the frenzied calamity 

and tumultuous end as they too were in fact caught up in the speculative mayhem that 

seized and later razed the better order of life for many in Wichita.  Murdock himself, on 

the other hand, while he was not above having real estate investments of his own outside 

of Wichita, was not known personally to have participated in the city’s paper chasing 

fantasy.229   

                                                 
228 Wichita Eagle, January 6, 1886; February 7, 1886. 
229 There is noting really in the sources reviewed to suggest that Murdock was a boom participant—his intention as he stated 

on more than one occasion was that he ‘not’ buy real estate himself in Wichita, as he did not want to create any illusions about ‘empty 
money.’ We do know, however, that Murdock did invest in real estate outside of Wichita, and that he actually looked to sell that real 
estate.  A receipt from the County Treasurer’s Office, Reno County, Kansas, dated Oct[tober] 12th, 1885, identifies the redemption of 
4 lots in Hutchison to M. M. Murdock for the his payment of taxes on these properties to the County, while a letter from  a M.A. Low 
on October 23, 1886, referring to Murdock’s to him of the 21st of that year, reports that he[Low] has “nothing to do with purchasing 
the lots to which you refer, and have no information as to their value.”  In a separate letter, Henry Hywer, Real Estate agent from 
Hutchinson, above, extends an offer of $500 cash in 30 days for lots 84, 86, 88, and 90, and directs Murdock in the letter to “please 
instruct at once.”  On the 29th of this same month, a letter from Hywer relates that “Yours of yesterday received …4 lots sold for 
$800.00.  – As to others in Wichita who did participate in the ‘boom’ activity, we learn in an article entitled “Red Letter Day,” from 
the Eagle of April 11, 1886, that Frank Williams of the Occidental [Hotel] “disposed of upward of twenty-seven thousand dollars 
worth of Main St. property yesterday [April 10, 1886] alone.”  One time mayor, E. B. Allen, was into the real estate game, reportedly 
moving some $1000.00 of his property [Eagle, 8/26/1886], while W. C. Woodman was a steady real estate ‘mover and shaker’ with 
reported real estate transactions, for example, in May of 1885 worth $2200.00, and again in August, two months later totaling 
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  At length, the greatness was too distant even for Murdock.  His ‘city on the hill,’ 

or empire ‘of the rivers,’ which he believed, truly believed as early as 1880, would one 

day eclipse in importance the commercial bearing of a Chicago or New York City, would  

fall short of its speculative reach.  To his credit, Murdock realized the inevitable end-

game soon enough.  When it became obvious in early 1887 that money in play would no 

longer match the market; that the assessed ‘real’ value of a property could no longer 

support the asking price, and that this reality would mean an immediate diminishment of 

any real ability on anyone’s part in time to pay for property he or she held, Murdock 

seized the initiative in ‘calling a halt’ to the madness.230   

On Thursday morning, February 24, 1887, Murdock issued his now famous “Call 

A Halt” editorial, in which he admonished the city faithful for the speculative dream 

they’d advanced and the soon to be nightmare that awaited them.  The use of the title 

chosen for the 1887 editorial was not an original one for Murdock.  He’d used the ‘Call A 

Halt’ heading two years earlier in a piece that he wrote to slow the city council’s stirring 

about a proposed sewer system for Wichita.  As was truly Murdock, advocacy for 

progress was acceptable as long as he was primary in that advocacy.  Wichita did, in fact, 

move ahead with the project later, but for the time, Murdock’s was the word that carried.  

“For the present,” he wrote, “and in conclusion, as in the sewage project, we say let well 

enough alone.”231  

                                                                                                                                                 
$1800.00.  N. A. English is found among the real estate ledgers reported in the Eagle in September 1884[Eagle, 9/7/1884], as is 
William Greiffenstien in November 1884[Eagle, 11/25/1884], and A. A. Hyde in December of the same year [Eagle, 12/27/1884].    

230 In a file clipping, part of “Miner Notes,” which the late historian assembled in his years of research on Wichita,  Craig 
Miner pulled from the Winfield Courier, January, 1880, an article on Murdock’s ‘enthusiasm’ for his city, which reads in part, that 
Murdock “is a good editor, and sometimes writes very sensible articles; but he is insane with the idea that Wichita is soon to be just a 
little ahead of New York in commercial importance and  any insinuation to the contrary makes him wild.” (italics mine)   

231 Wichita Eagle, July 29, 1885. 
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For Wichita, the sway of Murdock’s public voice was significant and he used this 

understanding to his advantage, often to a fault.  The 1887 version of ‘Call a Halt’ was in 

fact written in advance of its release.  Anticipating the stir it would create, however, 

Murdock hesitated, as perhaps he’d never hesitated before.  Exactly how long the article 

actually lay in his desk drawer is not known for certain, but according to his son, 

Marcellus, he had balked at publishing the editorial because “he had become afraid of his 

own remedy.”232  Indeed, as Murdock pointed out in the heart of his article: 

The Eagle has held its peace—withheld its warning—about as long as it can, and while there was 
concern that its ‘call’ “might reach too far, and might do as much harm in another direction as it 
would do good in this, it nevertheless was necessary in bringing the “the wise, sensible, solid 
business men of this city [to] beat this game which threatens so much trouble.233   

The remedy, as Murdock viewed it, called for the total abrogation of the “wild 

and reckless speculation that had brought about the abandonment of rational thought and 

action, and threatened the city “with a burden that will crush and ruin [it] if men don’t 

stand by their reason and experience.” The tenor of the article was absolute, as 

Murdock’s continued admonishment makes clear in cautioning all to avoid the ‘crazed 

addition nonsense’ and to steer clear of the ‘outsiders’ he looked to as responsible for its 

coming to pass: 

A word to the wise ought to be sufficient, but if a word is not enough we are ready with columns 
night and day which will have a tendency to convert fancy foolishness back into the corn fields, 
and ready as soon as the solid and conservative men in our midst shall say it is enough and that 
they can no longer stand it… this state of affairs has been largely brought about by men not 
interested in the past or future of Wichita…so wild and extravagant have they become that some 
of our own business men, who were prospering in the ordinary channels of trade, have lost their 
heads and are ready for any folly…If this game, its<sic> nothing but a game, is kept going, not 
only will all the old additions be rendered valueless but the property of the city proper and every 
interest which it is growing and fostering will be pulled down.234    

                                                 
232 Transcriptions. 
233 Wichita Eagle, February 24, 1887. 
234 Ibid. 
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  The rhetoric was clearly as definite as it was defining.  Murdock’s article pressed 

the case for both the guile and the guilty in bringing calamity to his city, and his tone was 

deafeningly strident.  Yet, in spite of the searing rhetoric and the blame game laid out, in 

spite of the cautionary tale he advanced in calling a halt to the nonsense, it is certain 

behind it all that Murdock knew of his own responsibility in bringing this sordid affair to 

a head.  He was responsible for drawing in all of the madness, and he knew it.  The 

responsibility of ending the very boom he’d helped to create, this empty real estate 

bonanza, which had steadily consumed the affairs of commerce in Wichita for the better 

part of a decade now, rested with him to bring to a close, and he was anxious at the 

prospect.   

In part, he feared the immediacy of the death knell he was sure the article would 

bring to the rising star that was his city.  More immediate, though, perhaps was the fear of 

alienating the good citizens of Wichita, many of whom he’d encouraged, if only 

indirectly through his press very recently, to share in the thralldom he now very 

adamantly condemned.  This was really new territory for the sagacious editor.  

Ultimately, the decision for Murdock to run, or not to run the editorial would test the 

balance of love of city, and love of self.  “It’s liable to raise the devil,” he told his good 

friend, W. C. Woodman, president of the First Arkansas Valley Bank, Wichita’s oldest.  

The decision was made, the article ran. The boom was bust.235 

For Wichitans, the bust was real.  Property values declined, once heady 

speculators now counted their losses, and not their lots, and population numbers, which 

                                                 
235 Ibid.  



100 
 

had been on a steady rise through 1887, fell off after reaching a peak in 1888.236  Crop 

failures in 1888, though not directly tied to the wanderlust days of abandoned speculation 

in the city, nonetheless affected the general tenor of city’s outlook, as did the near 

abandonment in Murdock’s press of the once vaunted affairs of this grand city on the hill.  

The real estate transfer lists, for example, once the prideful measurement of 

accomplishment among the movers and the shakers in the real estate game, soon 

dwindled away all together in Murdock’s paper, as the scarcity of real estate transfers 

themselves dictated a very sobering reality. 

Still, not all was lost, or hopeless in Murdock’s Wichita.  A month to the day after 

his admonishment to the Wichita faithful that they stop “throwing away their money,” 

and give up the ‘game,’ else the “the property of the city proper and every interest which 

it is growing and fostering will be pulled down,” Murdock ran a front page piece in the 

Eagle bringing attention to a number of the more ‘heralded,’ papers of the East, which 

had recently reprinted the ‘Call A Halt’ article, in an apparent move to mock the pending 

demise of this Wichita in the ‘center,’ of an ‘unoccupied field’ of the southwest.  To 

assuage the ‘abuse’ of his friends in the East, and to reassure his readers that Wichita was 

not on the way out, but rather, having already met the test of destiny, will again achieve 

success, Murdock writes that our city, “will rise superior to and in spite of all the foolish 

acts of individual speculators,” that “the days of mere expectancy have passed.  It is no 

longer a ‘perhaps,’ but a reality.”237 

                                                 
236 Craig Miner identifies that Wichita population reached a peak in 1888 with nearly 34,000 people.  See Magic City, 86. 
237 Wichita Eagle, March 24, 1887. 
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Marshall Murdock loved Wichita, and, Marshall Murdock loved Marshall 

Murdock.  To what extent one love was greater than the other is really a matter of 

conjecture.  Without the former, the city would not have moved from its moorings, 

captured its breath on the close of the cattle days, and with the awakening of agriculture 

and new industry, gained full steam with the railroads.  In kind, the latter moved Wichita 

closer to that exalted station of commercial greatness, which Murdock alone perhaps 

envisioned as the next step for this once prairie princess.   
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 CHAPTER IX. 
 

“AFTERMATH” 
 

 Wichita did recover.  The boom to bust years passed and the trials of a new 

decade awaited, among them a financial panic that pressed upon the whole of the country 

beginning in 1893.  Still, Murdock’s prophecy held true, and for a time yet he continued 

to remain the stabilizing force behind this Wichita that would, as the times themselves, 

continue to ebb and flow.  “The outcome is certain,” he reminded his readers.  “When the 

preliminary stages have been passed, and the opportune concurrence of events arrives, 

cities expand as if by magic, and in the amazing rapidity of their growth all the long years 

of preparation are forgotten.  We have finished our probation and are marching surely 

and swiftly to the position of one of the great cities of America.”238  Murdock’s Wichita 

would be just fine.   

With the boom to bust years still etched in the shadow of daily life for many in the 

city of Wichita to begin the 1890s, Marshall Murdock must surely have remembered the 

brackish days in Burlingame when his suggestion to have the hanging of Martin Bates 

take place inside the courthouse was taken as the headship call to proceed as directed.  

Murdock’s influence had been comprehensive, its reach, all-embracing. This continued to 

hold out, however, the prospect of better days ahead in Wichita to follow the boom had 

largely been diminished, a reality not lost on Marshall Murdock.  His insistent efforts to 

build a city, indeed a regional empire in the southwest had met in many ways with an 

unexampled success, yet Murdock must have known that it was in spite of this success 

that an error in judgment on his part in not calling out earlier the excesses of success had 
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left his city vulnerable to financial collapse.  For the first time, in a very real way, 

Murdock’s confidence waned. 

 When A. M. Wassam of Galveston, Texas wrote to Murdock in early July 1890 to 

request that the Eagle extend its newspaper publication to that city, Murdock hesitated.  

Certainly, for Murdock, to have a syndicated paper in the true southwest would be ideal 

as efforts at this time to enlarge the Wichita enterprise by way extending its reach into 

Oklahoma were as well underway—Oklahoma territory had only recently opened to 

settlement in April 1889, and Murdock, in concert with other key individuals, to include 

US Senator, Preston Plumb, had positioned themselves to bring all of Oklahoma into the 

Wichita orbit.  Wassam, who had followed the Wichita success story through the years by 

way of the paper, itself, was well aware of Murdock’s facility of persuasion in the affairs 

of city commerce and was immediate in his petition to Murdock that he bring the Eagle 

to Galveston, as it is a “good live progressive paper,” and because Galveston wants 

additional railroads and more manufacturing establishments, there would be no problem 

in raising $50,000 to put a branch office here.239  

 Murdock remained reluctant to discuss the matter in significant detail through any 

correspondence he had with Wassam over the summer months of 1890, as a letter from 

Wassam to Murdock in early August of that year clearly would identify.  I am “not in a 

hurry to answer your last letter as you think it best not to discuss [it] on paper.”240 The 

conversation did continue, however, and while Murdock it seems was not prepared to 

make a commitment one way or the other, there were individuals in Galveston, apart 
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from Wassam, who drew upon the opportunity to see the Eagle in their city as a decided 

possibility, even if deep discussions about that possibility were to be taken up after the 

hot summer months were calendared.  William H. Sinclair, President of the Galveston 

City Railroad Company was one of those individuals.  Writing to Murdock on August 15, 

1890, Sinclair proposed that perhaps they look to September as an optional time in 

considering further discussions on the matter.  “I fully concur with you,” he concedes, 

almost apologetically, having weighed the full measure of Murdock’s reluctance in 

coming to the table on the matter, “that during the ‘dog days’… this is NOT the time to 

discuss – perhaps in September.”241   

Early the following month, on the 9th of September, Galveston real estate agent, J. 

R. Davis took up the ever seemingly fading cause for the Eagle in Texas, when he wrote 

to ask Murdock “when can we expect to hear from you regarding the newspaper 

enterprise?”242  No answer was to reach Davis, but it was clear by this time that Murdock 

had made up his mind.  Even though his daughter, Pearl, who later visited the Texas 

coastal city with her mother in October, was to write to her father in reporting that 

‘Wassam was still interested in bringing the paper to Galveston,’ Murdock had decided 

that there would be no newspaper enterprise in Texas.  The ‘cause’, he reported, was 

‘lost.’  For Wassam, to receive this news was surely disappointing, yet in good faith, his 

parting response to Murdock was as surely well delivered.  ‘Your city,’ he tells the good 

editor, is the “finest commercial-manufacturing-agricultural-livestock and packing 
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105 
 

centres<sic> on the American continent.”243  For Murdock, this was yet another point of 

recognition. 

            Marshall Murdock had in fact been the benefactor of a great deal of recognition 

over the years.  His various appointments, as discussed, were extensive, his name well-

known throughout the state.  By the time he considered the possibility of running for the 

chief executive ship of Kansas in 1892; his political horizons were well known to those 

who had followed Murdock’s heady career.   Murdock had remained personally engaged 

in the affairs of those who held political office by way of regular correspondence with 

them over the years.  His endorsements were sought after, and his advice well received 

by members of every political class, beginning with then soon to be governor, George 

Anthony, who in May 1876, wrote to Murdock with a request, not for a “puff in the 

Eagle, but for your personal feeling and your best judgment in the primaries.”244  

            The ‘call’ for Murdock himself, however, to consider another run at political life 

in 1892, was met with a personal disjointedness.  Murdock was confident in his ability to 

shape public opinion through the press, this he’d done successfully for years; he was a 

consummate wordsmith, and he’d developed a singular talent really for editorials which 

often coupled searing invective with soothing praise in promoting and perpetuating this 

city Wichita.  He was not above the shared commonalities of life in Wichita, and his 

papers extolled as generally the virtues of the ordinary run of things in the city as they did 

the affairs of life on a broader scale in the state and in the nation at large.  He was not, 

however, and he knew it, the one to pen or to promote public policy from the pulpit, and 
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while he did have the support of the political elite in the state, as well as the leaders of the 

city and surrounding communities for the run at the governorship in 1892, he remained 

unconvinced of his meeting with any merited success.  

 Marshall Murdock was not a politician, his talents he knew in moving and 

motivating others were peripheral to the public sphere; yet these too had met with a 

particularly dissatisfying end with the recent boom years and he remained hesitant to 

enter again into something for which the possibility of another disaster loomed.  

Murdock’s good friend, and political ally, John J. Ingalls, was perhaps nearest the tenor 

of the moment, when he wrote to Murdock in January of 1892 to suggest that he would 

support the editor’s governorship run, if indeed his ambitions were real.  In a rather 

oblique endorsement, Ingalls offered his friend that “if you have the ambitions of which 

you are accused in the journals, or any others not openly disclosed, you can depend on 

my cordial sympathy and active cooperation at all times.”245   

 In a way Murdock must have surely sensed that success in the political arena was 

simply not his to have.  Too, with his recent fortunes as a booster elite derailed, and with 

it no less his ego, it may have been the case that Murdock had reached at last the better 

side of humility and was not about setting himself up to fail again.  He did not truly 

desire the governorship to begin with, and while the thought of holding so lofty a position 

as this did entertain his thoughts if only briefly, he at last expressed his thanks in 

declining the proposition that he be the Republican nominee in an article addressed to his 

supporters in March 1892: 
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In recognition of all that has been said and done touching my proposed candidacy for the 
Republican nomination for the chief executiveship<sic> of Kansas, by political and personal 
friends and by the press of the state, not only, but in the sweeping endorsement of the convention 
of my home city and county, it is due these and all others to say that untoward happenings and 
seemingly fateful disappointments, all beyond human wisdom to foresee or my power to avert 
now render such contemplated candidacy an impossibility.246  

While fortunes were not to immediately dismiss his candidacy—some 1,000 of his loyal 

supporters, all “legal voters of the city and county,” assembled a month later to convince 

the good editor that he put aside the ‘untoward happenings’ in his personal and pecuniary 

affairs and “consent to further aid the people of this county and state by becoming the 

chief magistrate of this great commonwealth,”247 Murdock, in the end, did not bear out 

the responsibility of the candidacy, and was left to contemplate instead the slow winding 

down of the affairs of his personal life after all. 

 Life had been in the main more than generous to Marshall Murdock.  He was not 

above knowing that upon reflection.  The governorship was yet another reminder for him 

of the sour grapes that more than once loomed enticingly above life’s path and his 

political vocation over the years had met with several opportunities unrealized at the 

local, regional, and state level.  Murdock had posted a great many victories in a 

multifaceted career, which began with the appointment of his assistant clerkship to the 

Kansas State legislature at the age of 21 in 1859.  Murdock went on to open his very first 

newspaper in Burlingame, Kansas in 1863,  and one year later served as both a docket 

clerk for the Kansas State Senate in 1864 and as Secretary of the Republican State 

Convention in Topeka that same year, a post he would hold again four years later.   

 Following his service to the Union cause in the Civil War as first a recruiter for 

the Kansas State Militia in Osage and adjacent counties, and later as a commissioned 
                                                 

246 Wichita Eagle, March 29, 1892. 
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Lieutenant Colonel for the Santa Fe Battalion of the KSM, where he saw limited action in 

the battles of Westport, Missouri, and the Little Blue, Murdock was elected Osage 

County Clerk in 1866, and two years later, began his tenure as the State Senator from 

Osage and Coffey counties, being first elected there in November 1868.  In 1870, he 

served as Chairman of the Committee on Railroads, two years later as the principal 

senator on the Ways and Means Committee, and in early 1873 as the Chairman of the 

Special Committee sent to visit the relatively new ‘State University’ in Lawrence.   

 It was in April of 1872 that Murdock began his service to the community of 

Wichita with the publication of his very first edition of the Wichita Eagle on the 12th of 

that month.  By 1875, he was fully engaged in the civic affairs of the city, serving 

officially as its Postmaster for the first of more multiple terms in January of that year.  In 

May 1880, he was elected Director of the Wichita and Southwest Railroad, Wichita’s 

very first to the city in 1872; he later served as incorporator of Wichita College, and in 

August 1882, was elected president of Wichita Academy.  

 Murdock was not without his share of trials through the years, some of them 

tragic, to include his nearly losing his life in Lawrence upon Quantrill’s raid in 1854, the 

notable  hanging on his suggestion of Martin Bates thirteen years later in 1867, and the 

near disastrous end of Wichita itself in the late 1880s in consequence of a real estate 

craze he alone unknowingly propelled to insensible limits by way of promotional 

editorials and craftily placed real estate advertisements in the Eagle, all of which 

ironically was designed to advance and not to inure Murdock’s principal objective 

throughout—that of building the most illustrious city of the southwest.  These 

misfortunes, though, must again for Murdock upon reflection have paled in comparison 
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to the untimely death of four of his children, three of whom died extremely young, the 

fourth during childbirth some sixteen years before Marshall Murdock himself was to 

leave the world in 1908. 

 In the end, cancer was to claim the life of Wichita’s celebrated editor.  Marshall 

Murdock, on the suspicion of a unique concern for his health in the 1880s, had 

corresponded with a Dr. Frederick L. Pond from the Aurora Medical and Surgical 

Institute and Cancer Hospital in Aurora, Illinois about the possibility of a cancerous 

growth on his nose.  In February 1890, he was to receive definitive word from Pond on a 

description Murdock had provided him earlier of the location of the “disease near the eye 

upon the face,” 248 that there was “no doubt the ailment is of the malignant character.”249   

Years later, Marcellus Murdock delivered an address suggesting that his father had died 

at age 72, “it was thought of cancer, although that information was treated like a hush-

hush at the time.”250  Clearly, as was characteristically Marshal Murdock, there was 

nothing he would want to be part of the public record that he himself would not make 

available.  His own family remained uninformed even to follow his death. 

 Victoria Murdock assumed control of the Eagle on her husband’s passing, and 

when she died in 1915, son Marcellus took over the responsibilities of editing and 

managing the paper until his death in 1970.  The long time rivalry between the Eagle and 

the Beacon, which provided full flavor of the press and in the press for Wichitans in the 

years to follow Marshall’s death, was brought to a close in 1961 when the Eagle 

purchased the Beacon. Today, the Wichita Eagle continues to serve the people of 
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Wichita.  Marshall Murdock’s legacy indeed lives on in the paper he brought to the city 

now more than 140 years ago.    

 There are no words perhaps to close out adequately the life of this man Murdock.  

He was an enigma, simply enough, a puzzle in the making really all of his life, a dreamer, 

a doer, a problem solver and a problem maker.  Marshall Murdock was as much a 

visionary for the future of Wichita as he was a victim of its particular present.  He knew 

what he wanted in a city, one of industry and prosperity unsurpassed by even those of a 

Chicago or New York, yet while his efforts by way of the press and behind the scenes 

were particularly significant in building a city, his Wichita was always to be set among 

the wilds of a prairie laden vastness, geographically limited and technologically removed 

from all that made, and would continue to make the eastern nemeses so industrially 

superior.  In short, Wichita was not to be in Murdock’s lifetime an industrial center.  This 

important truth was to frustrate always, though never elude the good editor’s sense of 

striving always to meet with his objective, and this he did to the end. 

  It is a certainty all the same that in the absence of Marshall Murdock, Wichita 

would not have moved beyond the present of the city he began to press upon his arrival in 

1872.  Without Marshall Murdock, it is very possible that Wichita would not have 

secured the railroads that it did in catering first to its cattle trade and later in advancing 

Wichita agriculturally into the mainstream of late nineteenth century commerce.  It is 

very possible that without Marshall Murdock, Wichita would not have attracted those 

from outside the city in search of good fortune, nor retained those within who may have 

met with greater success elsewhere.  While the boom years did in time outdistance the 

city that Murdock built, it is certain that without Marshall Murdock in the sanctum of the 
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Eagle, the reality of a lesser city would have greatly outdistanced the prospect of the 

greater one that he envisioned and promoted the better part of his life. 

 Marshall Murdock was human, and as the story goes for all of us who share that 

fate, there were mistakes in judgment made along the way. Murdock himself was not 

alone in that reality, certainly, but his station in life as editor-in-chief of certainly one of 

the most impressive, most influential newspaper west of the Mississippi River in the final 

years of America’s Gilded Age, was a noticeably more conspicuous, higher profile 

station than that of many public figures of his time and place.  For all of his limitations, 

for all of the absurdities he embraced and embodied as a product of the age in which he 

lived, for all of the shortcomings he possessed, he believed in the end that what he did, he 

did for the betterment of the city that he loved.  This he did with abandon. 
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