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COMPLETING DELAYED DEGREES  

A new WSU program, Finish Strong, streamlines the 
process so that adults can return to the classroom and 
complete their undergraduate degrees in a condensed 
format, with a minimum of hassle and a maximum level of 
institutional support. 

 
Life is what happens to you, 
While you’re busy making other plans. 
-- John Lennon lyrics, “Beautiful boy” 
 

Helping individuals 
fulfill their potential 
We all know people with the drive and 
intelligence to achieve great things, but 
who have been held back by the lack of 
a college degree. 
Susan Norton –- that’s Susan Norton, 
PhD -- was just such a person. She had 
the aptitude and motivation to get a 
degree, but she also had the higher 
priorities of earning a living and caring 
for her children. 
Over the years she got tired of having to 
train new bosses who were moving 
ahead because they had their degrees 
and she didn’t. 
As her children got older, she thought it 
was important to serve as a role model 
for them. 
She vowed to get her undergraduate 
degree before she was 40 and made it, 
by two weeks. 
In pursuing her advanced degrees, she 
studied those who have returned to 
college as adults to achieve their 
potential. 
Now, as WSU’s Director of Satellite 
Campuses and Workforce Development, 
she has worked with Associate Provost 
Keith Pickus and a university team to 
develop a program for just such students. 

 
   Susan Norton and Keith Pickus 

By completing a degree through the 
Finish Strong program, students will add 
the WSU credentials to their resume that 
local employers overwhelmingly prefer, 
while paying the lowest tuition rates in 
town and earning a degree in an 
accelerated amount of time. 
Beginning in August 2010, degree 
programs in business administration, 
criminal justice, sports management and 
general studies will be offered in a 
concentrated format during the evenings 
and on weekends to accommodate the 
schedules of working adults and those 
with family commitments during the day. 
Most students who enter the program 
having already completed 60 hours of 
accredited college coursework will be 
able to finish their degrees in two years, 
according to Pickus. 
All courses will be held at WSU's West 
Campus, 3801 N. Walker Ave. in Maize, 
near K-96 and New Market Square. 
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West Campus, 3801 Walker Ave., Maize 

  

    
 

"These are the same quality WSU 
programs that are available on our 
main campus," said Pickus. "The only 
difference is that these courses are in 
the evenings and on weekends and are 
completed in eight weeks." 
“The economy has sparked great 
interest in degree completion 
programs,” Pickus said. “Adults want to 
complete their degrees for job security, 
promotion, or to prepare for new 
careers.” 

Going through the program 
with the same classmates 
Students in the Finish Strong program 
will usually remain in a cohort group 
that goes through the program together. 
Many returning adult students prefer 
learning in cohort groups for the 
support and camaraderie, according to 
Pickus. 
Members of the cohort groups will 
attend classes two evenings a week and 
will be able to earn 12 hours credit per 
semester, qualifying them for full 
consideration for loans, grants and 
scholarships. 
Norton sees adult and returning adult 
education as an integral part of WSU’s 
mission as an urban serving institution, 
a “third leg” of serving the academic 

needs of the community along with 
research and educating traditional 
students. 
!The returning student has needs and 
requirements that are markedly 
different than students having their first 
college experience,” Norton said. 
“Finish Strong meets those needs.”  
Students may enroll for the fall 
(August), spring (January) or summer 
(June) semesters. Most program 
rotations will begin in fall 2010 and 
cohort groups are formed only in fall 
semester.  
Finish Strong students are eligible for 
financial aid awards. Financial aid 
counselors are available to help. Call 
(316) 978-3430. 
Financial and academic counselors will 
also be available at the information 
sessions listed at the top of this page. 
Returning Adult Scholarships for adults 
are available for those seeking their first 
bachelor's degree. 
The cost for Finish Strong courses is the 
standard tuition rate for undergrad 
courses at WSU. 
The Finish Strong program is an 
expansion of our urban-serving mission 
to support education in the greater 
Wichita area. 

Gary L. Miller 

TV series concludes 

second season on  

Cox Channel 13 
The season was highlighted by 

documentaries on composites 

research and on presidential 

leadership, 

Other episodes in the 2009-10 

season included studio interviews 

by Provost Gary L. Miller: 

• Economic outlook, with 

CEDBR Director Jeremy Hill 

and Prof. Rick LeCompte 

• Teacher education, with 

Dean Sharon Iorio and Prof. 

Kim McDowell 

• Fine Arts, with Dean Rodney 

Miller 

• WSU athletics, with Director 

Eric Sexton 

• Business education, with 

Dean Doug Hensler 

• Campus life/university 

relations, with VP Wade 

Robinson 

• Community psychology, with 

Prof. Rhonda Lewis-Moss and 

Karen Countryman-Roswurm 

For more information and to view 

video excerpts from Wichita State 

& The World, go to: 

http://bit.ly/cX3RvA 

               

Information sessions are the best way to 

determine whether the Finish Strong 

program is a good fit. At the sessions on 

the West Campus, representatives will 

be able to talk one-on-one with you and 

explore the possible paths to your 

degree. Information sessions are 

available at the following times: 

• 6-9 p.m. Thursday, May 20 

• 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, June 12 

• 6-9 p.m. Thursday, June 24 

• 6-9 p.m. Thursday, July 15 

 

 

New office supports faculty and student learning 

 
Figure 1William Vanderburgh 

 

Prof. William Vanderburgh (left) has been appointed 
executive director of the new Office for Faculty 
Development and Student Success. The office will help 
coordinate and create campus-wide initiatives to improve 
student success, including graduation and retention rates; 
offer research-based “best practices” training for 
classroom instructors; and administer the newly-
redesigned Emory Lindquist Honors Program.  

Prof. Rhonda 

Lewis-Moss 

and doctoral 

candidate 

Karen 

Countryman-

Roswurm, 

both in 

Community 

Psychology, 

were featured 

on a recent 

episode of 

Wichita State 

& The World. 


