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A STUDY OF THE DRIVER EDUCATION P.RCGRAMS OF 
CLASS A HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE STATE- OF KANSAS DUEING THE 

. 1954-1955 SCHOOL YEAR 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The mass production of the automobile during the twenti

eth century has made a moat significant impact upon the mode 

of living adopted by the American people~ Work-habits, 

leisure-time activities, and buying habits underwent drastic 

changes for all members of the average family; and the auto

mobile has even been blamed in some quarters for . an apparent 

breakdown of the solidarity of the American home, because of 

its use for divergent interests on the part of individual 

members1• The motor vehicle has provided for great changes 

in the way that goods, people, and ideas are transported in 

the United States. The effects of such evolutionary tenden

cies for a time escaped the attention of the average person; 

however, as the social implication of accident rates, with 

their attendant fatalities, injuries, and property damag~ 

accumulated an awareness has come that the automobile is a 

force to be reckoned with in the most scientif'i.c manner. 

Our nation faces a grave problem in the education of 

its automobile drivers to promote the greatest safety of the 

life, limb, and property of its citizens'~ There are about 

1 



2 

67 million licensed drivers on our highways, with an increas-

ing number of them in the 14 to 18 -year old bracket~ About 

51 per cent of all persons 14 years of a g e and over drive motor 

vehicles~. 1 It is generally felt tb.at the aut0mobila driver is 

not sufficiently aware of the moral responsibility that is 

his in return for the privelep;e of driving~2 A disrep;ard for 

the observance of common courtesies toward other drivers is 

evident in the driving habits of most .Americans, especially 

1n the manne11'1s of youthful drivers1
• Reckless abandon and 

moral irresponsibility often suffice in place of caution and 

responsibility in yo~ peoples' drivine;; Records show that 

drivers in the 16 to 18 year old bracket drive on the average 

of only two million miles before having a fatal accident 

compared to 21 million miles for those 45 to 50 years old~3 

Figures compiled by the Liberty Mutual Insurance Company of 

drivers 19 years old and under state that teena~ers represent 

only 10 per cent of all automobile drivers; but they have 

11 per cent -- or 10 per cent more than their share -- of 

all accidents and 16 per cent -- -or 60 per cent more than 

~heir share -- of all fatal accidents)~4 In 1953, it was 

1National commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education, Washington D. c: National 
Education Association, 1954, P. 9. 

2.American Automobile Association, Sportsmanlike Driving, · 
Washington D. C: American Automobile Association, 1947, P. 2~ 

3Ibid., P. 22. 

4Regina z. Kelley, "Let's Make Teenage Driving Safe," 
Family Circle, Vol. 43, August 1952, ·pp. 20-24~ 
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reported that 39,000 people were -killed in automobile acci-

dents while approximately 100,000 were permanently injured, 

and over one million more received minor injuries·~ The 

property damage incurred has averaged about two and one-half 

billion\ dollars the last f'ew years~~5 Needless to say the 
' 

mental anguish and sorrow resulting from these accidents 

cannot be measured by statisticsr~ 

The minimum age at which drivers can obtain licenses 

varies from 14 to 18 years in the several states, and in 

Kansas the age is 16 years; though restricted licenses can 

be obtained by 14 and 15 year olds under certain conditions, 

as indicated: 

1
~ •••• the department shall not issue ·any license 
hereinunder to any person, as an operator, who 
is under the ap;e of sixteen years, except that 
the department may issue a restricted license, as 
provided in this act, to any person who is at 
least fourteen years of age upon the written ~ppli
cation of a parent or guardian of said mino~~ 

Responsibility must be accepted by some social agency 

in educating these young drivers-~ The Schools are a much 

better place to teach driver education than the parents who 

are doing -it in a hit-or-miss fashion. According to A. E~ 

Neyhart, Head of the Institute of Public Safety of. Pennsyl-

5Association of Casualty and Surety Companies, Report 
of Seventh Annual National High School Award Program, 12.22-
1954 School Year, New York: Association of casualty and Surety 
Companies, 1954, p. 14. . 

6Frankl1n Carrick, ed., · Kansas General statutes, ~, · 
Topeka: Kansas State Printer, 1950, Chapter VIII. Article 2, 
Section 8, ~. 89~ 
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vania State College, every youngster should learn to drive 

in a public school driver education course rather than by 

his parents. Mr~ Neyhart•s contenti.on is that few parents 

have ever had adequate driver training themselves, and the . . 

same kind of inadequate training is passed on to the chil

dren. Professor Neyhart cites a study in Pennsylvania where 

the driving records of 1,500 youngsters, who were taught to 

drive by their parents, _were compared with those of an equal 

number of youngsters who received their driver training 

courses in high school. It was found .that home-trained 

teenagers were involved 1n three times as many accidents and 

violations as those who learned about cars and driving in 

high schoo~~7 In another report of a different study 1n 

Cleveland, Ohio, concerning a two-year accident and con

viction record kept of 1,880 students who had received behind

the-wheel instruction in school and 1,372 students who had 

been giyen no training, it was shown that training reduced 

the number of accidents by about one-half~ 8 The schools in 

most states have accepted the challenge of providing oppor~ 

tunities for the training of teenage drivers, with every state 

in the union having an organized driver _e~ucation pro~ram~ 

Minimum driver education programs were offered in 8,734 of 

7Arnos E. Neyhart , nDon't let Your Parents Teach You To 
Drive, 11 The American Magazine , Vol. 156, November 1953, pp1

• 14-19. 

8Regina z. Kelley, _QQ. cit., p. 20-24~ 
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our public high schools to 757,536 future drivers during the 

1953-1954 school yea~~ 9 

With the driver education program finding increased status 

in the public school system in competition with other curricula, 

interested parties began to formulate standards, goals, and 

desirable practices to be used. In 1949 a conference on 

driver education was held at Jackson's Mill Virginia, attended 

by leaders fr.om many states and sponsored by various divisions 

of the National Education Association. A report of this con

ference was published by the National .Commission on Safety 

Education of the National Education Association in 1950. 10 

Another conference on driver education was held at Michigan 

State College in November 1953, in which policies and practices 

of the 1949 conference were reaffirmed and supplementea.t~ The 

result of this conference was published by the National Ed

ucation Association in 1954 and bears the title, Policies and 

Practices of Driver Education For High Schools!~ ll 

Justification ~f the Study 

The standards recommended by the group at Michigan state 

College are the ones incorporated in the requirements formulated · 

9Association of pasualty and Surety Companies, .912.. c·it., p.l~~ 
I 

10 ational Commission on Safety Education, High School 
Driver Education, Policies and Recommendations, Washington D. c: 
National Education Association, 1950, 78 pp·~ 

11National Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education'., op~ cit:., 94 pp~ 
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by Kansas and neighboring states-. The literature defining the 

programs in .Arkansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Colorado, 

Texas, and Kansas all adopt the minimum standards in most 

respects as set forth by the National Conference mentioned 

above. However, inasmuch as practice often lags behind stan

dards, it was felt by t he writer and others of his acquaintance 

who are interested and familiar with this field that an 

ex~mi nation of individu~l driver education programs in high 

schools of Kansas would reveal that certain of the recommended 

and required standards were not being met in many instancesr~ 

Accordingl y , a questionnaire containing items designed to 

reveal current practices in administration, organization, and 

teaching methods in Kansas high school driver education programs 

was prepared and submitted to a sampling~ The questionnaire 

and the sampled group will both be more fully defined later in 

this study . The returns from this quest i onnaire were calculated 

to show how practices in driver education courses compared with 

recommended standards of the National Education Association's 

National commission on Safety Education. 

It was felt that such a study would be of personal value 

to the writer who is a teacher in this field and is also pre

paring for future administrative work, and that it mi ht serve 

other persons who are interested and ass.ociated ~11th. the field 

in Kansas public education so that they might improve existing 

courses or implement driver education courses in their 

curriculum~ 
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Statement of the · Problem 

The problem of this study is to determine the status of 

driver education in the high schools. of Kansas for the 1954-

1955 school year, and to compare _current practices in these 

programs with the recommended standards of the National 

Commission on Safety Education of the National Education 

Association. 

Purposes 

From the sources available that were consulted. it was 

felt by the writer that teaching methods in the state of Kansas 

in driver education and the administration and organization of 

the programs was not up to par with recommended standards or · 

the National Commission on Safety Education and the state 

department of instruction in many instances·. It is the purpose 

of this study through various investigative techniques, ex

plained more fully later, to determine if this is a valid 

hypothesis by ascertaining the current practices in Kansas 

high schools which comprise the sampling, a.11.d to compare t hem 

with the recommended practices'. A further purpose lies in 

the hope by the writer that the results of th1$ study may_ 

serve as- a guide to teachers and administrators in the future 

who will be initiatinp; this type of program in tb.eir high 

school curriculum~ 

Definition of Terms 

In the following paragraphs are some definition of terms 

used throughout this study~ ,-
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Administration, as defined -in this study, includes the 

implementation of the driver educatio~ program, its super

vision, the delegation of responsibility for it, and the 

determination of the objectives of the program. 

Organization_, as used in connection with this study, is 

the actual structuring of the driver education program, the 

allotment of time devoted to its various phases, determination 

of credits to be awarded; teacher-assignment; and the securing 

of equipment and materials to be used in the cours~. 

Teaching ] ethods, as used in this study, is a term which 

is applied to all of the devices, techniques, materials, 

and equipment used by the teacher in striving toward the 

goals and objectives of the driver education progra.Iri~ 

Driver Education, as used in this study, includes all of 

the activi-ties used by the public schools 1n connection with 

the teaching of good driving habits, safety-consciousness, and 

the proper attitudes on driving to . high school drivers'~ 

Driver Training, as used 1n this •study, has the same 

definition .as that given. for driver education~ 

American Automobile Association is a national, non-profit 

organization whose purposes include the development of a 

driving public which is more safety-conscious, thus reducing 

the number of automobile accidents and fatalities, and property 

damage associated with such accidents~ 

Class A High Schools, as used in this study, has the seJUe 

meaning as given to the term by the Kansas State High School 
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Activities Association; namely, that all high schools having 

an enrollment of from 151 to 475 pupils are Class A high schools·. 

Behind-the-Wheel Training, as used in this study, is · 

interpreted to mean that time which is spent by the student 

in actually driving the automobile under the supervision of a 

qualified driving instructor employed by the particular school 

district. 

Method of Procedure 

Survey data were collected by sending a questionnaire to 

each driver education teacher in those schools in the sampled 

group(~ The sampling consists o:f all high schools in the state 

of Kansas with enrollments of from 151 to 475 students in 

grades nine through t welve inclusive. This corresponds to 

the athletic classification as determined by the Kansas state 
/ 

High School Activities Association. It was felt that schools 

faliing into this category would in the main have driver 

education programs that would reflect a clear picture of 

driver educati0n programs in the state, and at the same time 

form a sample that would be workable and not unwieldy as would 

a group composed of all 280 schools in the state which offer 

the course1~ 

A 11st of schools comprising the sampling was 0btained 

by visiting the office of the Consultant in Driver Education, 

Kansas State Department of Education, Topeka, and securing a 

list of all the hi~h -schools offerin~ driver education and 

the names of the people teachinp; the coursesi'~ This list was 
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I 

) 

compared with the enrollment data found in the Kan~as Edu- ·· 
·- . 

cational Directory for all high schools¥~ 
12 

A total of 72 

I 

I 

schools was found within the limitations established for the 

sampled group. 

Th~ study is concerned only with those applicable 

I' 

practices that are in existence during the 1954-1955 school year 

in Kansas high school driver education courses which make up 
the samplin~~ No effort or intention was made 0r entertained 

to single out practices of individual schools during the 

course of compiliAA the data. 

Tha questionnaire used for the collection of data was 

a check-list response type of formal questionnaire'. Some i tams 

makin~ up the questionnaire were selected throu~h· an analysis 

of the Pl"'actices recommended by the National Gommission on 

Safety Educatien. 13 Other items dealing with equipment us·ed 

in teaching situations were seleeted by examination of the 

Aroeric•an Automobile Association's catalog of equipment;. l4 

Still other items were added as a result 0f' consultation with 

driver education teachers concerning techniques of instruction . 

and materials used. Many items were eliminated during various 

stages of' the questionnaire's construction when it was found 

12George · F. Frey, jr., Kans·as ·Ed1.2.cat1onal Directory 1954-
1955, Topeka: Issued by Adel F. Throckmorton, Kansas state · 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1954, 85 pp~ 

13National Commission on Saf'ety Education, P©licies and 
Practlces f'or Driver Education, .Q:Q. cit., 94 pp!~ · --

l4Ainerican Automobile Association, Driver Training Equip'
ment, Washington J). c: American Automobile Association, 1954, 8 pp. 
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that the information with which they were coRcerned was avail-

able im Gthar sources or irrelevant to the study. A pilot 

study was c0nducted on the questionnaire by submitting it for 

0bservation to two driver education instructors in the Wichita 

area wh© were not to be sampled, and it was scrut1Rized and 

approved. by the Director ef Physical Education at the University 

of Wichita who is in charge of the driver education teacher 

training program at that. 1:nstitutio:m.. In addition, the 

questio:r:maire was examined and approved by the Consultant on 

Driver Education, Kansas State Department 0f Public Instruction, 

Topeka, Kansas. The questionnaire, in its final form, consisted 

of two main divisi0ns; one, which was concerned with. the 

administration and organization of the driver educatien program; 

the second, including those items comiected with tb.e teaching 

methods of the instructors ef the course. 

The completed questi0nnaires were mimeographed and 

accempanied by personal letters of 1Dtroduct1on and stamped 

self-addressed envelopes were mailed to each individual in

structor of the course in the 72 schools ef the sampled group. 

A total of -4O returns were received within the first week of 

mailing; one week later a follow-up .card . was. mailed to all 

instructors who had failed to respond. This yielded 15 more 

responses, bringing the total return to 56 responses er 78 

per cent of those contacted. As the returns were received. 

individual responses fer all items were recorded on. a. master 

copy ef the questionnaire so that statistical evidence could 
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be used in establishing trends to be developed in later chapters. 

Review of Literature 

A review of the literature in the field indicates to some 

extent that Kansas and most of her neighboring states fall 

short. in meeting the recommended standards of the National 

Commission on Safety Education in such areas as teacher pre

paration and objectives of the course, while barely meeting 

the minimum in such areas as classroom and behind-the-wheel 

time required of schools providing the course. The National 

Commission on Safety Education recommended a three-phased pre

service education program for teachers which would lead to a 

minor in safety education comprising 15 semester hours of 

work. 15 The states of Kansas, 16 Oklahoma,·17 Arkansas, 18 

California,19 and New Mexico20 require only one course in 

driver education for teachers, and these may vary from two 

to four semester hours. 

15Nat1onal Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education,~- cit., p. 23. 

16Ralph Stinson, Driver Education, Topeka: Issued by Adel F. 
Throckmorton, Kansas state Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion, 1954, p. 2. 

17oklahoma State Board of Education, A Course· of Study in 
Driver Education, Oklahoma City: Oklahoma State Board of 
Education, 1947, p. 5. 

18Arkansas State Department of Education, Information and 
Standards for Driver Education, Little Rock: Arkansas State-
Department of Education, 1955, p. l. 

19Reprint of the California State Department of Education, 
"Education," California Administrative Code, Title v, Section 341. 

20Letter from Jess -Holmes, Director of Safety Education, 
New Mexico State Department of Education, February 16, 1955. 
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A study conducted in California was very simiiar to the 

one c.onducted by the writer. 21 .This study stated that all 

California schools have met a legislative mandate that driver 

education be offered in all public schools; but that less than 

one-hali' of the · schools .give behind-the-wheel instruction. 

The California law cited in this study stated that driver 

education sha11· be required of all students in the secondary 

school before completion of grade 12 • . It does not, however, 

specify a minimum number of hours of instruction. Only the 

classroom work is mandatory, and behind-the-wheel instruction 

is optional. The California study reported that 29 of the 127 

schools participating used a teacher with no special training 

in driver education. Only one-third of the schools studied 

offered separate courses in driver education, and the course 

was integrated in the various schools with a total of 23 

different subjects. Approximately 50 per cent of the schools 

offered only six weeks courses, and 18 per cent of the schools 

offered .fewer than 10 hours of instruction. In California 

14 per cent of the schools studied were not allowing credit 

for work c·ompleted in driver education. The 'teacher was the 

person responsible for carrying out the program in 93 per cent 

of the schools studied. Psychophysical testing devices were 

used by 78 per cent of the schools selected for the study. 

Motion picture films were used by 97 per cent of all schools 

21John s. Urlaub, "Driver Education is Here To Stay,n 
Nation's Schools, Vol. 51, pp~ 81-84. 
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studied. Approximately 50 per cent of the schools reported 

that they show related films on the average of once a week. 

No mention was made in the report of filmstrip. Approximately 

90 per cent of all schools studied believed that driver 

education should be part of a general safety course. Behind

the-wheel instruction was offered in only 44 per cent of the 

schools studied. The two principal reasons given by the 

schools studied ~or not .offering behind-the-wheel instruction 

were; first, excessive cost of operating the program; secondly, 

difficulty in programming or scheduling the course. In 

addition some of the schools reported that they were unable 

to obtain an automobile for instructional purp9ses and could 

not find properly qualified teachers. It was felt by the 

author of the California report that driver education programs 

in the state have improved steadily, but that 1n many instances 

further improvements should be made in order to attain minimum 

st~ndards considered desirable. At the time of the report a 

proposed law was being considered which would require that 

every high school provide an opportunity for all their students 

to enroll ·in behind-the-wheel training if they desired to do 

so.22 

A national study on the status of driver education in 

1952 and 1953 was reported by the National Education Association 

22Ibid., pp. 81-84. 
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in 1954. 23 This study sampled a total of 4,659 public high 

schools throughout the country.. It was found that the median 

number of hours per course devoted to the classroom phase of 

the driver education program was 30 clock hours; while a national 

median of eight clock hours was devoted to behind-the-wheel 

instruction. The most frequently mentioned grade level at 

which the course was offered was grade 11, with 61.0 per cent 

of the schools mentioning that particular grade. Only three 

states -- California, North Dakota, and Virginia -- require 

that all students successfully complete a driver education 

course before graduation; and only one out of ten high schools 

outside of these three states require that their students 

complete the behind-the-wheel phase of the course. Of all 

· schools reporting, four in five award credit for completion 

of the course; the largest portion, or 70.6 per cent, gave 

one-half of a credit to their students upon completion of 

the course. 

In the national .report it was shown that 90.1 per cent 

of the 6,351 driver education teachers in the 4,659 high 

schools studied. taught the course on a part-time basis. 

In 10.4 per cent of the schools driver education teachers were 

shared with other schools. In 45 states and Puerto Rico the 

23National Education Association, "Status of Driver 
Education in Public High Schools, 1952-1953," National Ed
ucation Association Research Bulletin, Washington D. c:
National Education Association, Vol. 32, April 1954, pp. 58-61. 
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state certification agencies require that driver education 

teachers have special preparation in the field, but 14.5 

per cent were reported not to have such preparation. Only 

one in eight teachers in the sampled group have had a full 

semester course in driver education; the majority have met 

state requirements by enrolling in short one-week or six-week 

courses of intensive study. 24 

In this chapter the changes that the automobile has 

brou~ht in our society were discussed, and the responsibility 

of the schools in traininp; youn~ drivers was indicated. The 

problem ·with which this study is concerned was explained and · 

justified. The techniques and procedures used. in reporti~ 

the status of driver education courses in Kansas high schools 

were described and the current literature in the field was 

briefly reviewed. 

Chapter Two will consist of an analysis of current 

practices in the areas of administration and organization of 

high school driver education programs and the standards with 

which they will be compared is to be defined. 

The third chapter ~s devoted to a study of teaching 

methods used in Kansas high school driver education programs. 

-These teaching methods will be compared with the standards 

suggested by the National .Commission on Safety Education and 
I( 

24Ib1d., pp. 64-67'~ 
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other sources. 25 These recommendations w111 be defined 1n 

chapter three alsd~ 

The final, or fourth chapter, w_ill contain a summary of 

the study and a statement of conclusions. 

25Nat1onal Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education, .Q:Q• c.it., 94 pp. 



CHAPTER II 

ADMINISTR,A.TION AND ORGANIZATION 

The area of administration as examined 1n this study 

includes the means by which the driver education program is 

implemented in the curriculum of the high school, the delega

tion of responsibility for the program, the -supervision of 

the course'·· and the determination of the objectives toward 

which the program strives. More specifically, the adminis

tration of the driver education program would also be concerned 

with such thin~s as teacher selection and preparation, 

acquisition and use of an automobile for driver education, 

and the responsibility for seeing that proper -records are 

kept concerning the program. 

Closely associated with and perhaps a part of adminis

tration is the organization of the driver education program 

in the high school. As studied here, organization includes 

such things as the length of the course, selection of stude_nts, 

time requirements of both the classroom and behind-the-wheel 

phases of the course, determination of what record should 

necessarily be kept, teacher load, number of _classes to be 

taught, and determination of credits to be awarded to students 

enrolled in driver education. 

The responsibility for implementing a driver education 

program in a · school system should rest with one person 

18 
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primarily; however, he should not be looked upon as the only 

person concerned with the program. · The position of the National 

Commission on Safety Education is as. follows: 

•••• it is recommended that local and state school 
systems delegate responsibility for driver education 
prbgrams to a well-qualified staff person. Such 
delegation should carry appropriate authority for 
the person designated to ac1 on matters for which 
he is given responsibility. 

In response to Item 1 on the questionnaire used for this 

study, the driver education instructors of high schools in 

the sampling indicated that responsibility for the programs 

lies with the "teacher" in the largest share of Kansas high 

schools. Of 52 responses recorded in Table I, it was shown 

that the teacher was the person responsible in the greatest 

part of the driver education programs in 37, or 71 per cent, 

of the schools responding, while only 10, or 19 par cent,· felt 

that the superintendent was responsible. The principal was 

designated in five, or ten per cent, of the schools as the 

person bearing this responsibility. 

TA.BLE I 

Person Responsible For Driver Training Program 

Person 

Superintendent 

Principal 

Teacher 

Total 

No. 

10 

5 

21 

52 

Per Cent 

19 

10 

71 

100 

1National Commission on Safety Education~ Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education, Washington D. c: Nationar--
Education Association, 1954, p. 32. 
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However, the administrator was the person most frequently 

mentioned as being the one who _was ·responsible for acquiring 

the automobile; he was mentioned a total of 52, or 91 per cent, 

of the times as indicated in Table II. This table also shows 

that the teacher was only mentioned five times, or in nine 

per cent, of the cases. 

TABLE II 
. j 

Responsibility for Records and Accounts 

Acquisition Keeping Keeping Records 
of Automobile Accounts 

Person No. Per Cent No. Per Cent No. Per cent 

Administrator 52 91 27 44 24 43 

Teacher 5 9 11 18 21 37 

Secretary 0 0 17 27 10 18 

Others 0 0 7 11 1 2 

Custodian 1 

Bus. mech. 4 

Dealer 2 
Total 57 100 b2 100 · 50 100 

In Table II the administrator is also reported 1n 27, 

or 44 per cent of the times, as the person who kept expense 

accounts~ while the frequency was 11 in 62, or only 18 per 

cent, for the teachers being designated as the person keepinp; 

the expense accounts. The secretary was mentioned as being 

responsible for expense accounts 17 times, or in 27 per cent 

of the cases. Others such as the custodians, bus mechanics, 
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and the automobile dealer who loaried the car were mentioned 

in 11 per cent of the responses. 

The National Commission on Safe.ty Education indicates 

that it 1s the administrator's responsibility to obtain the 

automobile, whether by direct purchase with school funds or 

through a loan with the local dealer. 2 

As shown in Table II the responsibility for keeping 

records was borne by the administrator in 24, or 43 per cent 

of the schools; while the teacher was responsible in 21, or 

37 per cent of the schools. The secretary kept the driver 

education records in 10, or 18 per cent of the schools 

studied. In one school the dealer loaning the automobile 

kept records on the program. 

The National Commission on Safety Education does not 

definitely commit itself to the position that all high 

school youngsters be required to enroll in high school 

driver education courses, but it states that every student 

in a secondary school should have the opportunity to enroll 

in driver education whether he possess a driver license or 

not. Table III shows the status in Kansas high schools 

studied in regard · to the selection of students. Only 13, 

or 23 per cent of the schools, require that students complete 

the driver education course, while it is optional in 43, 

or 77 ~er cent, of the schools studied. 

2Natio~al Commission on Safety Education, Cars for Driving 
Instruction, Washington D. C: National Education Association, 
1948, p. 6. 
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TABLE III · 

Number of Schools Requiring 
a Course in Driver Education 

Required 

Yea 

No 

Total 

No. 

13 

3-2 
56 

Per Cent 

23 

...II. 

100 

The National Commission on Safety Education maintains that 

the driver education program should be offered at the grade 

level where most of the students are closely approaching the . 

minimum legal driving age; it is further telt that the high 

schools can capitalize on natural learner interests to make 

driver education .more effective by sueh grade placement. 3 

In Kansas the minimum legal driving age is 16 years, with 

restricted permits being issued to 14 and 15 year olds. 4 

This would indicate that placement of the course would be 

at th~ tenth grade level in Kansas high schools in order to 

meet the above requirements. Table IV shows the grade place-
' . 

ment distribution of driver education courses in Kansas 

secondary schools. Some of the 56 schools indicated that 
\ 

3National commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education, .QI?.• cit., p. 38. 

4Frankl1n Carrick, ed., Kansas General Statutes, 125.2, 
Topeka: Ferd Voiland, Kansas State Printer, 1950, Chapter 
VIII, Article 2, Section 8-237, p. 89. 
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the driver education course was open .to two or more· grade 

levels by responding to item two on the questionnaire a 

total of 121 times. Of the schools studied, 43, or 36 

TABLE IV 

Grade Placement of the Course 

Grade 

Nine 

Ten 

Eleven 

Twelve 

Total 

No. 

43 

38 

21 

121 

Per cent 

36 

31 

·17 

16 

100 

per cent of the schools offered the course to freshmen; 

while 38, or 31 per cent offered it to sophomores, another 

21, or 17 per cent to juniors; and 19, or 16 per cent, 

offered the course to those students in grade 12. 

The National Commission on Safety Education states 

that every student should be permitted to enroll in driver 

education whet.her he possesses a driver license or not"~5 

Table Vindicates that 15, or 27 per cent. of the Kansas 

high -sc hools studied, required licensed students to enroll 

in the driver education course; while 41, or 73 per cent 

5National Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education, _QQ. cit., p. 45. 
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of the schools, maintained an optional basis in this re~ard. 

TABLE V 

Number of Licensed Drivers Required to Enroll 

Required 

Yes 

No 

Total . 

Nd~ Per Cent 

27 

__::a_ 

100 

Accordinp; to the National Commiss.1on on Safety Education, 

driver education should be offered as a regular part of the 

high-school curriculum, covering a full semester, with both 

classroom and practice driving instruction scheduled in a 

manner comparable to instruction in other subjects. 6 Table 

VI shows that 45, or 80 per cent of the schools studied, 

scheduled a driver education course of one semester in length; 

while 11, or 20 per cent, scheduled it to run for the entire 

school year. 

TABLE VI 

Length of Course 

Length 

One Sem. 

All Year 

No. 

45 

11 

Per Cent 

80 

20 

Total · 56 100 

6~., p. 33'~ 



25 

High school driver education should carry credit toward 

graduation on the same basis as other subjects in the curricu

lum according to the National Commission on Safety Education. 7 

That 1s, a one semester course would award one-half credit 

while a course lasting the entire year would give one full 

credit. Table VII shows the policies of the Kansas high schools 

in this study in awarding credit for completion of driver 

education courses. In three, or five per cent of the schools, 

no credit was awarded to students completing driver education 

courses; while in one school one-fourth credit was given~ 

Credit 

None 

One-fourth 

One-half 

One 

As part of 

TABLE VII 

Credit Given 

No. 

3 

1 

46 

5 . 

another course ---1 
Total 56 

Per Cent 

5 

2 

82 

9 

___g 

100 

In 46, or 82 per cent of the schools studied, one--half cred1 t 

was given for completion of a one semester course in driver 

7 Ibid. , p. 4 7. 



26 

education. In five, or 10 per cent of the schools, one full 

credit was given to those students .completing a full year's 

course. One of the schools participating in this study 

awarded credit as part of a freshman orientation course for 

work completed in driver education. 

In the matter of driver licensing, the position of the 

National Commission on Safety Education 1s as stated: 

School systems, colleges, and universities 
should recognize that the licensing of drivers 
is the definite responsibility of the state 
licensing agency; and state licensing agencies 
should not relinquish this, their legitimate 
function, to those in education. While in 
some states cooperative arrangements with licens
ing authorities have resulted in waiving one 
or more parts of the state examination for 
students who complete driver education, it is 
generally considered desirable both• from the 
standpoint of the education of the student . 
and the administrative problems involved, to 
have students go thru the regular licensing 
routine without special consideration fo8 their having completed driver education. 

Table VIII shows that of the 56 schools studied 55, or 

98 per cent, awarded certiftcates to their driver education 

TABLE VI.II 

8 

Certificates in Lieu of State Examination 

Yes 

No 

Total 

Ibid. , p. 48. 

No. 

55 

-1 
56 

Per Cent 

98' 

2 

100 



27 

students, which excused them from the examination given for 

licensing drivers; only one school .participating in the 

study did not award such a certificate. 

The National Commission on Safety Education maintains 

that high school driver education programs should be financed 

in the same way as any other part of the school's program; 

that is, the program should be tax-supported to the same 

extent as any other ·part of the education program; and when 

fees are charged, they should be nominal and flow through 

the same channels as any other school money.9 Table IX shows 

that in the Kansas high schools studied eight, or 14 per cent, 

charged special fees while 48, or 86 per cent, did not have 

fees for those enrolled in driver education courses. 

Yes 

No 

Total 

TABLE IX 

·Fees Charged 

No. Per Cent 

8 

48 

56 

14 

86 

100 

It is recommended by the National Commis.sion on Safety 

Education ~hat a minimum of 30 clock hours of classroom 

instruction and an average minimum of six clock hours per 

student for actual practice driving instruction, exclusive 

9 Ibid., pp. 31-32. 
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of time in the car as an observer, be given in driver educa

tion courses. 10 It was further emphasized ~y the Com.mission 

that this is a minimum and the trend .should be substantially 

in excess of these minimum tirne standards·. Two classroom 

periods 'per week 1n an 18 week semester would provide 36 

clock-hours of classroom recitation. The status of classroom 

time in Kansas high schools participating 1n this study is 

shown in Table x. In the schools studied 23, or 42 per cent, 

provided only one classroom recitation per week; and 22, or 

40 per cent of the schools, provided two recitations per week 

'rABLE X 

Classroom Recitations Per Week 

Number Per 
Week 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

No. 

23 

22 

5 

0 

-2 
55 

Per Cent 

42 

40 

9 

0 

--2 
100 

in their ·driver education courses. In f .ive, or nine per cent 

of the schools, three periods per week were devoted to the 

classroom phase; the same figures .applied to those schools 

offering five classroom recitations per week. There was no 

lOibid., p. 37 • 
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school in the study reporting four classroom periods per week; 

one of the schools participating 1n the study failed to indicate 

the number of classroom recitation periods provided for the 

driver education course. 

Table XI shows that 19, or 34 per cent of the schools 

studied, provided from four to six clock hours. of behind-the

wheel instruction for students enrolled 1n driver education 

courses(. From seven to nine hours of actual driving instruc

tion were provided in 29, or 52 per cent of the schools 

studied; from 10 to 12 hours of driving was provided in seven, 

or 12 per cent of the schools. Only one school indicated that 

15 clock hours of instruction was devoted to actual driving 

for each individual student in driver education. 

TABLE XI 

Hours Behind The Wheel 

No. of Hours Nd. Per Cent 

4 to 6 19 34 

7 to 9 29 52 

10 to 12 7 12 

15 plus J _g 

Total 56 100 

The recording of significant information is just as im

portant in driver education as in any other subject according 

to the National commission on Safety Education. This Commission 

maintains that school systems should keep records on the 
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amount · of time automobiles are used, the amount of ·time that 

each student spends at the wheel, the mileage automobiles are 

operated, the number of students receiving instruction in 

automobiles, operating expenses for gasoline and oil, and on 

the inspection and preventive maintenance service on auto

mobiles1. In addition, schools should obtain written parental 

permission for each student to enroll for driver instruction; 

such approval will not relieve school personnel of responsi

bility, but it will help to show that the school personnel 

are reasonable and prudent in their undertakings if the need 

ever arises. 11 

Table XII shows the status o:f record-keeping for driver 

education programs in the 56 Kansas high schools participating 

in this study. In 42, or 75 per cent of the schools, records 

were kept on the gasoline and oil consumption of the automobile 

used in driver education; while 14,or 25 per cent of the schools, 

kept no such records. Lubrication and other preventive 

maintenance records were kept by 43, or 77 per cent, of the 

schools studied; no lubrication records were kept on driver · 

education automobiles by 13, or 23 per cent of the schools 

studied. Only eight, or 14 per cent, of the schools studied 

kept records on mileage driven by each student or on mileage 

in the car for each student of the driver education courses'~ 

In 48, or 86 per cent, of the schools mileage records were 

- 11National Co1rllII11ss1on on Safety Education, Policies and 
P:racti.ces for Driver _Education, .9.J2.• cit., pp. 50-51. 
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not kept on student accomplishments. Records on accidents 

involving the driver education automobile were kept by 46, 

or 82 per cent of the Kansas high schools studied; accident 

TABLE XII 

Extent of Records .Kept 

Records Kept 

Gasoline Oonsumption 

Oil Consumption 

Lubrication 

Mileage driven by 
each student 

Mileage in car for 
each student 

Accidents 

Parental Approval 

No. 

42 

42 

43 

8 

8 

46 

21 

Yes 

% 

75 

75 

77 

14 

14 

82 

38 

No 

No~ 

14 

14 

13 

48 

48 

10 

35 

% 

25 

25 

23 

86 

86 

18 

62 

Totals 

No. % 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 . 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

rea·ords were not kept in 10, or 18 per cent of the schools'~ 

Written permission from the pai~ents for students to participate 

in practice driving were recorded by only 21, or 38 per cent 

of the schools studied; a total of 35, or 62 per cent, of 

the schools did not secure parental approval for the students · 

to drive the automobil~~ 

A school may acquire an automobile for use in driver 

traininp; in several different ways; either by outright purchase, 

dealer loan, by loan from an automobile club, or by renting 

one. The National Commission on Safety Education maintains 
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that the best method 1s for the school to purchase its own 

car with school funds, just as the -school buys any other 

kind of instructional equipment~ 12 Table XIII shows, that 

of the schools sampled in this study, only one school has 

purchased an automobile for driver education purposes·~ Of 

the 56 schools sampled 48, or 84 per cent, obtained their 

driver education cars by a loan from a local dealer; while 

seven, or 12 per cent of the schools, borrow their automobiles 

from an automobile club. Only one of the schools secures 

its car by rental; one school participating in the study had 

two automobiles, one of which was purchased by the school 

district and the other loaned to the school by a dealer. 

Table XIII 

Ways That Schools Acquire The Automobile 

Ways Acquired No. Per Cent 

District Purchase 1 2 

Dealer Loan 48 84 

Auto Club Loan 7 12 

Rental l 2 

Total 57* 100 

*One school has two automobiles 

The National Commission on Safety Education makes a very 

definite recommendation that automobiles used for driver 

12National Commission on Safety Education, Let's Te~ch 
Driving, Washington D. c: National Education Association, 
1947, p. 43. 
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education purposes be equipped with dual controls. 13 Table 

XIV shows that of the 57 driver education automobiles used 

TABLE XIV 

Yes 

No 

Number of Cars Equipped 
With __ pi,w.Jb C ontro.J,j.,_,,. -v, 

Total 

. 
Nd. Per Cent 

_:_! 

57* 

98 

2 

100 

*One school has two automobiles 

in the 56 Kansas high schools studied, nearly all of' the 

cars were equipped with dual controls. Only one car in one 

school was not equipped with dual controls·. A total of 56, 

or 98 per cent, possessed dual controls. 

The National Commission on Safety Education recommends 

· that the automobile used by the driver education program of 

the schools be equipped with a standard transmission, as the 

transition to driving v.ehicles with automatic transmissions 

is a relatively easy one•. 14 In Table XY it is shown that 

48, or 92 per cent of Kansas high schools studied, used a 

driver education automobile equipped with a standard trans

mission~ Automobiles having automatic transmission were 

used in four, or eight per cent, of the schools responding~ 

13Ibid., p. 40. 

1~ational Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Pr actices for Driver Education, .Q£• cit., p. 43. --
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Four schools failed to indicate the type of transmission 

in their dr.iver education automobilef~ 

TABLE XV 

Kind 
of No'. Per Cent 

Transmission 

Automatic 4 8 

Standard 48 _2g 

Total 52* 100 
--4· , .. 

*Four failed to indicate type of transmission 

It is recommended by the National Commission on Safety 

Education that schools obtaining automobiles by lease, dealer 

loan, or on rental basis should not use the cars for any 

purposes other than for driver education. To do so leaves 

the school open for public criticism and resentment on the 
15 

part of the lending agency. Table XVI indicates the 

LI ,~ .; - ;_ •. -

TABLE XVI 

Other Use,_ Made ~~e:f Tihe ~Automobile 

. ;.., ',.:-:-t::,,. 

Yes 

No 

.Total 

Nd. 
:p,1-..4.; 

19 

-2§ 

55* 

Per Cent 
1,.jlL. ~ 

35 

~ 

100 

*One school failed to indicate 

15Natiorial Commissio~ on Safety Education, Cars for 
Driving Instruction, ~. ·e-it., p. 8'~ 



35 

practices in relation to use of borrowed vehicles in 55 of 

the Kansas high schools that were studied. One school 

failed to respond to this item on the questionnaire. In 

19, or 35 per cent of the schools, the driver education car 

was used for purposes other than driver education. The 

automobile was used solely for driving instruction in 36, 

or 65 per cent of the schools responding. Some of the 

additional uses listed by the schools were athletic trips, 

administrative uses, and in cases of emergency. 

The National Commission on Safety Education emphatically 

recommends that administrative officials of school systems 

using automobiles for driver education purposes make certain 

that these vehicles are adequately insured .to protect both 

students and school personnel, whether or not state law 
16 requires it. Table XVII reveals that 52, or 93 per cent 

of the 56 Kansas high schools studied, purchase insurance 

TABLE XVII 

Ext\~nt of .Insurance cov.e:vag~ 

Yes 

No 

Total . 

Nd~ Per Cent 

52 

_4: 

56 

93 

_J_ 

100 

which fully covers .all .occupants of the driver education 
·' ' - ~ -.! 

16National Commission on Safety Education, Policries and 
Practices for Driver Education, .QQ• cit., p. 44. 



automobile. However, in four, or seven per cent of the schools 

reporting, the driver education car was not adequately insured'~ 

In describing a desirable pupil load in driver education, 

the Nati0nal Commission on Safety Education stated: 

Driver education teachers should carry a teach
iM load in hours and work required comparable to 
that of other staff members. This recommendation 
should be followed despite the fact that no more 
than four students per period are scheduled for 
practice driving instruction in the typical pro
gram •••• administrators and driver education 
teachers should recognize the exacting nature of 
practice driving instruction, and the lowering of 
over-all efficienc_y resulting froni excessive after
school, evening, and week-end teachinp; duties·. 17 

Table XVIII indicates the number of driver education 

teachers in each of the 55 Kansas high schools responding to 

this item on the questionnaire. Only one driver education 

TABLE XVIII 

Number of Driver Education Teachers 

Number of 
Teachers 

1 

2 

3 

Total 

N :· o. 

44 

10 

1 

55* 

Per Cent 

80 

18 

2 

100 

*One school failed to respond to this item 

teacher was reported in 44, or 80 per cent of the schools; 

while two teachers were reported in 10, or 18 per cent of 

17 · Ibid., p. 39; 
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the schools -studied. One school reported that three teachers 

were assigned to the driver education progra~, and one school 

failed to report. 

In Table XIX, it is shown that in 29, or 66 per cent of 

the schools studied, the teacher devoted only part of his 

TABLE XIX 

Nol.~ Per Cent 

Full-time 15 34 

Part-time 29 ~~ 

Total 44 100 

time to the driver education program. In 15, or 34 per cent 

of the schools, the driver education teacher devoted all of 

his time to the driver education program. 

In Table XX the number of sections of classes of driver 

education scheduled are listed. In the 52 schools checking 

TABLE XX 

______ .-;Q=-· ·;-=·.a,sae.a"""'Per,· .... ~ea.""Cher . 

Nd. Per Cent 

l 18 35 

2 25 48 

3 6 11 

4 0 0 

5 ~ 6 

Total 52* 100 

*Four schools failed to check this item 
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this item 18, or 35 per cent, reported only one class of driver 

education; and in 25, or 48 per .. cent of the schools, two classes 

of driver education were scheduled. -None of the sampled schools 

had four classes in driver education; however, in three, or 

. six per cent of the schools, five sections of dri~er education 

were organized for instruction. 

In Table XXI the pupil load is analyzed for the 56 Kansas 

high school driver education ,programs studied. In 40, or 71 

per cent of the schools studied, the driver education teacher 

had a pupil load of from 10 to 16 pupils; and in 11, or 20 

per cent of the schools, the pupil load ranged from 17 to 

25 pupils per teacher. An average pupil load of over 26 pupils 

per teacher was reported in five, or nine per cent of the 

schools studied. 

Pupils 

10 to 16 

17 to 25 

26 plus 

Total 

TABLE XXI 

Average Pupil Load 

40 

11 

---2 
56 

Per Cent 

71 

20 

--2 
100 

A break-down of the total number of pupils found in 

the driver education courses of the schools studied is 

given in Table XXII'~. There were 32, or 57 per cent, of the 

schools which reported a total number of pupils enrolled in 
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driver education of from 12 to 24 pupils per course. In 15; 

or 27 per cent of the schools, course enrollment consisted of' 

TABLE XXII 

Number of Pupils Per course 

Pupils Nd~ Per cent 

12 to 24 32 57 

25 to 36 15 27 

37 to 48 4 7 

49 to 60 2 4 

60 plus --2 ---2 

Total 56 100 

from 25 to 36 pupils in driver education. In two schools 

the total number of driver education students enrolled was 

from 49 to 60 pupils each~ Three of the schools reported 

over 60 pupils enrolled in the driver education course. 

The National Commission on Safety Education recommends 

that the driver education programs of the public schools be 

expanded through proper . coordination to accomodate adults 

and out-of-school youth~ The Commission maintains that this 

can be done without substantially increasing the facilities 

and equipment required. The reasons advanced for_ such a 

program were; first, many present high school programs do 

not_ accomodate all needy students; second, the favorable 

public relations values of a good program for adults and 

out-of-school youth build fur-ther support for the high school 
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program. The instruction should be. planned to meet the special 

needs of adults and out-of-school youtn.18 In the 56 Kansas 

high schools participating in this study 51, or 91 per cent 

of the schools, did not offer a program of adult driver 

education, as shown in Table XXIII~ An adult program of 

driver education was maintained in only five, or nine per 

cent of the schools studied. 

TABLE XX.III 

Status of Adult Driver Education 

Schools 

Yes 

No 

Totai 

No. 

5 

--51 
56 

Per Cent 

9 

...-2! 
100 

In the area of teacher preparation the National Commission 

on Safety Education feels that a serious need exists for up

grading. It recommends a long-range, three-phased program 

of pre-service and in-service teacher education that will in

clude a mipor of 15 semester hours in general safety and 

driver education courses for all teachers in the field of 

driver education. This minor in driver education would also 

require that practice-teaching consists of the prospective 

teacher actual teac hing some high school youngster to drive 

18Ib1d., pp. 34-35. 
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under the training agency's supe~ision. 19 Table XX.IV covers 

the scope of pre-service training o'r teachers found in the 56 

TABLE XXIV 

Sem • . Hours 
Prep. 

0 to 2 

3 to 5 

6 to 8 

9 to 12 

Pre-Service Training 

Nd. 

26 

29 

1 

0 

Total 56 
:!. • ..ct.l ~ 

Per Cent 

46 

52 

2 

0 

100 

Kansas high schools studie~~ In the sampled group it was 

found that 26, or 46 par cent of the teachers, had two 

semester hours or less of driver and safety education; it 

is also shown that 1n 29, or 52 per cent of the schoors 

studied, the driver education teacher had from three to 

five semester hours training in the field. Only one school 

had a teacher with from six to eight semester hours credit 

in driver e~ucation and/or safety education. There were no 

schools in the study with teachana having nine or more sem

ester hours of credit in the field of driver e·ducation. 

In response to an item .on the questionnaire which asked 

the driver education teacher ~or an op inion on the adequacy 

19Nat1onal Commi~sion on Safety Education, P-o·lic'1es and 
Practices for Dri~er, Edueat·ion, .Q.£• ,. cit., pp. 20-23. 
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of the presently required three semester hours for Kansas 

driver educ~tion teachers, a total of 36, or 68 per cent 

of those responding, felt that three semester hours were 

sufficient. A total of 17, or 32 per cent, responded in 

the negative; while three teachers did not respond to this 

item in the questionnaire. Table x:/:if' shows the responses to 

this item. 

TABLE "XJW 

Adequacy o:fi ,Ftr,esent Re4:u1r.ements 

Teacher 
Opinion 

Yes 

No 

Total . 

Nd. · Per Cent 

36 

"11 

53* 

68 

~ 

100 

*Three teachers expressed no opinion 

Summary 

In this chapter the administrative and organizational 

practices found in the driver education programs of the 56 

Kansas high schools participating in the study were reported'~ 

The status of such administrative areas as delegation of 

responsibility for the program, acquisition of the auto

mobile, the use of the automobile, insurance coverage, adult 

driver education programs, and teacher preparation were 

reported.. The status of such organizational practices as 

awarding credit, reco1~d keeping , time requirements, ·pupil 
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load, and the grade level at which driver education courses 

are offered_ were also examined. ·. The recommended standards of 

the National Commission on Safety Education relative to 

these areas of the driver education program were also pre

sented. A discussion of the significant findings and their 

implications will be made in a subsequent chapte~~ 



CHAPTER III 

TEACHING METHODS 

In this area of the study the teaching methods of driver 

education instructors in Kansas high schools will be examined 

•in light of the basic recommendations of the National Commission 

on Safety Educat-1on. It is realized that the detailed practices 

of individual teachers would vary considerably; however, it 

is the purpose here to see if they are basically consistent 

with those standards recommended on the national leve~. There 

are certain practices in driver education instruction that 

are universally desirable; namely, those in connection with 

the use of certain types of materials and equipment whose value 

e in this field are widely recognized. 

Regardless of the particular methods used, they should be 

based on the needs and interests of particular groups of 

students and of individuals within each group. Learning 

experiences that are planned and carried out should always 

contribute to the general objectives of education and to the 

. bas.ic purposes of driver education. The emphasis in driver 

education must be on making a cooperative -driver of every 

student. 

Objectives. 

· The National Commission on Safety Education subscribes 

to a well-organized group of general and specific objectives 

44 ---
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in driver education. It emphasize.s that the driver education 

programs of particular schools must be taught in ways that 

are consistent with the objectives and needs of the particular 
1 school.. In response to the questionnaire used in this report 

Kansas high sc hools composing this study had a stated list 

of objectives for their driver education courses in 11, or 

20 per cent of the schools sampled; while 45, or 80 per cent 

of the schools, had no such objectives, as reported in Table XXVI. 

TABLE XX.VI 

Schools Having A -List of Objectives 

Yes 

No 

Total 

No.. Per Cent 

11 20 

80 

100 

It is recommended by the National Commission on Safety 

Education that the driver education teacher should select 

and use methods of instruction according to their effective

ness in helping students reach desired goals. This commissi-on 

feels that ~ach instructor must be skillful in a variety of 

teaching methods and techniques and that he make appropriate 

use of the materials and equipment available to him. Among 

others are the use of specialists and resource personnel; 

audio-visual resources such as recordings, motion-pictures, 

1National commission on Safety Education, Lat's Teach 
Driving, _QQ. cit., p. 24. 
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and film-strips; psychophysical testing devices; student 

projects s uch as surveys, interviews, and traffic checks; 

driving-skill tests; and also field trips to traffic courts, 

garages, and licensing bureaus that are recommended as means 

of good instruction. 2 

The extent to which these instructional materials and 

equipment are ·-used in the 56 Kansas high schools studied 1s 

reported in the following para~raphs and tables. 

Psychophysical Testing Devices 

In Table XXVII the extent to which psychophysical testing 

devices are used in the sampled schools is s hown. The auto

trainer was used by six, or 11 per cent of the schools studied, 

while 50, or 89 per cent of the schools, did not use this 

piece of equipment. The reaction time device was used by 27, 

or 48 per cent of the schools, while 29, or 52 per cent, did 

not make use of it. The steadines s test device was used by 

only 11, or 20 per cent of the schools; and the color vision 

test was used by 23, or 41 per cent of the schools sampled. 

The night vision of driver education students was measured by 

only 12, or ·21 per cent of the schools surveyed; and in 30, 

or 54 per cent of the schools, the distanc.e . judgement of 

students was checked. The field of vision measuring device 

was utilized in instruction by 30, or 54 per cent of the 

2National Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education, .2.12.• cit., pp . 15-17. 
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schools studied; while 26, or 46 per cent of the schools, did 

not check the field of vision of their driving students. The 

TABLE XXVII 

Extent of Use of Psychophysical Equipment 

Device Yes No Totals 

No. % No. % No. % 
Auto-trainer 6 11 50 89 56 100 

Reaction-time device 27 48 29 52 56 100 

Steadiness test device 11 · 20 45 80 56 100 

Color vision 23 41 33 59 56 100 

Nip;ht vision meter 12 21 44 79 56 100 

Distance judgement 30 54 26 46 56 100 

Field of visiGm 30 54 26 46 56 100 

Driver evaluator 2 4 54 96 56 100 

Jerk recorder 4 7 52 93 56 100 

Decelerometer 2 4 54 96 56 100 

Detonators 28 50 28 50 56 100 

, driver evaluator was scarcely used by the sampled schools, 

being reported by only two, or four per cent of the schools1
~ 

_The same percentage figures applied to the use made of the 

decelerometer as a testing device in the driver education 

program. The jerk-recorder, which measures the· smoothness 

of increased acceleration by student drivers, was used by 

only four, or seven per cent of the programs sampled. The 

use of detonators, which is another means of measuring braking 

distance of student drivers, was used more extensively, being 
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· reported as used by 28, or 50 per cent of the schools in the 

sampled group. 

Models and Equipment· 

Table XX.VIII indicates the degree of use made of other 

pieces of equipment and certain models by the Kansas schools 

studied. These are devices that are commonly recommended for 

TABLE XXVIII 

Use of Models and Equipment 

Equipment 

Traffic board 

Differential 

Traffic signals 

Clutch and universal 

Steering mechanism 

Cylinder model 

No. 

5 

4 

4 

9 

4 

13 

Yes 

% 

9 

7 

7 

16 

7 

23 

No 

No. % 
51 91 

52 93 

52 93 

47 84 

52 93 

43 77 

Totals 

No. % 
56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

instructional use in driver education programs. Traffic boards 

and accessories thereto were used by only five, or nine per 

cent of the _schools. Models of an automobile differential, 

steering mechanism, and traffic signals were found in only 

four, or seven per cent of the schools studied~ A cylinder 

model was reported as used by 13, or 23 per cent of the schools 

reporting; and a clutch and universal instructional model was 

reported as part of the equipment used by nine, or 13 per cent 

of the sampled schools:~ 
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Other Instructional Techniques 

The use of other supplementary techniques are recorded 

1n Table XXIX as found in the 56 schoo~s of this study~ In

structional use was made of scrapbooks in 38, or 68 per cent 

of the schools; while individual student projects in driver 

education were utilized by 31, or 55 per cent of the schools 

surveyed. Dr iving-skill tests were used in 35, or 64 per 

TABLE XXIX 

Use of Supplementary Teehniques 

Technique Yes No . Totals 

No. % No. % No. % 
Scrapbooks 38 68 18 32 56 100 

Student projects 31 55 25 4.5 56 100 

Dr iving-skill tests 35 64 21 36 56 100 

Charts and graphs 36 64 20 36 56 100 

Recordings 4 7 52 93 56 100 

Field trips 30 54 26 46 56 100 

Demonstrations from 33 59 23 41 56 100 
resource personnel 

cent of the schools; the same percentage figure also applied 

to the extent of use that was made of charts and graphs for 

instructional purposes. Recordings found scant ·use as an 

instructional aid, being used by only. four, or seven per cent 

of the sampled schools. Field trips and demonstrations from 

resource personnel enjoyed more success, being utilized by 30, 

or 54 per cent; and 33, or 59 per cent of the schools, respectively. 
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Use of Films and Filmstrips 

The National commission on Safety _Education did not set 

a definite number of films or filmstrips as a desirable standard 

for use in driver education programs, but it was doubly empha

sized that they should be used. 3 

The number of schools using motion films in their driver 

education programs is shown in Table XXX. Films were used 

to some extent by 49, or 87 per cent of the schools; while 

seven, or 13 per cent of the schools, indicated that no films 

were used by the driver education instructor. 

TABLE XXX 
. . . . . . . ~ .. . 

Number. of ·s ,caool·s Usi-ng Motion Films 

No. Per Cent 
,,., \ .. ' - -· ... , ·t 

Yes 49 87 

No _ ·[ ""13 

Total 56 100 
- ~ , ,, , ~ ... _ ; i 

In Table XXXI, the 49 schools reporting that they did 

use motion films are broken down as to the number of films 

used. From one to three films were reported used per semester 

1n 16, or 33 per cent of the schools reporting; while _in 18, 

or 37 per cent of the schools, from four to six· motion films 

were used. From seven to n i ne films w~re used in 10, or 20 

per cen~ 9f the schools -~~porting. In four, or eight per 
.· .· ;.: 

3Ibid., p. 18. 



51 

cent of the schools, from 10 to 12 films were used; while in 

only one school were more than 13 motion films used per 

semester. 

TABLE XXXI 

_No. Per Cent 
'T-;,-;..,;. • •. ~n;f.:f 

1 to 3 16 33 

4 to 6 18 37 

7 to 9 10 20 

10 to 12 4 8 

13 to 15 1 ~ 

Total 49 100 

Table XXXII indicates the number of schools in the sampled 

group which utilized filmstrips for instruction in the driver 

T'ABLE XXXII 

Nwnbe~~•;,;.Of ·. Scho,ols.·:i.Using Filmstr:tps 

No. Per Cent 
\ 

"··' ~ :" 'i, •· 

Yes 18 32 

No 28 68 

Total 56 100 

education program. In 18, or 32 per cent of the schools, 

filmstrips were used to some extent; while in 38, or 68 

per cent of the achools, no filmstrips were used. 
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In Table XX.XIII the extent to . which filmstrips are used 

in the 18 reporting schools is shown. In eight, or 44 per 

cent of the 18 schools, from one to three filmstrips were 

used per semester. From four to six filmstrips per semester 

were reported used by only three, or 17 per cent of the schools1
~ 

Of the 18 schools, only two, or 11 per cent, indicated that 

they used from seven to nine filmstrips each semester; while 

from 10 to 12 filmstrips were used by three, or 17 per cent 

TABLE XXXIII 
/ Ext·ent 'That Filmstri12s were Used 

Nd~ Per cent 
-·, 

1 to 3 8 44 

4 to 6 3 17 

7 to 9 2 11 

10 to 12 3 17 

13 to 15 2 -·11 

Total 18 100 

of the schools responding in the affirmative. Only two, or 

11 per cent of the schools, used _ over 12 filmstrips in the 

·driver education program during a semester~ 

Text Books 

The National Commission on Safety Education does not 

recommend any particular text-book to be used in the driver 

education course; however, it does recommend that students 

_ be provided with a text and supplementary I!.e~erence materials, 
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as in any other instructional program. A testing program 

consis tent with the policies and obj_ectives of the particular 

school is also recommendear. 4 

All of the 56 schools participating in this study 

reported that a text-book was used in the driver education 

program·. Table XXXIV shows that the .Amer ican Automobile 

Association's Sportsmanlike Driving5 was the moat popular, 

being used in 50, or 90 per cent of the sehoois. The 

Association of casualty and Surety Companies' Man and the 

Motor Car6 was used by three, or five per cent of the schools. 

Let's Drive Ri ~ht7 was the text used by the three remaining 

schools. 

TABLE XXXIV 

Text..:..books used 

No. Per Cent 

Sportsmanlike Driving 

Man and the Motor car 

Let's Dr~ve Ri ght 

Total 

4Ibid ~ , p. 18. 

50 

3 

-2 
56 

90 

5 

--2 
100 

5American Automobile Association, Sportsmanlike Driving, 
.Q:Q• cit., 473 pp. 

6Albert w. Whitney , Man and the Motor Car, New York: Assoc
iation of casualty and surety Companies, 1949, 318 pp. 

7Maxwel N. Halsey , Let's Drive Right, Chicago: Scott Fores-
man, 1954, 496 PP~ _ 



54 

Table .XXXVshows that only 13, or 23 per cent of the 

schools, used a project-book bas~d on the text; while 43, 

or 77 per cent of the schools did not use such a project

book. 

TABLE X:X:X:V 

Extent That Project Books were Used 

Yes 

No 

No~ Per Cent 

· Total 

13 

--52 
56 

Academic Test1n~ 

23 

_I{_ 

100 

As reported in Table XXXVI, standardized tests based 

on the text-book were used by 48, or 86 per cent of the schools 

having driver education courses ; while only eight, or 14 per 

cent, did not use such tests'• 

TABLE XXXVI 

Extent That Standardized Tests were Used 

Yes 

No 

Total 

No. 

48 

~ 

56 

Per Cent 

. 86 

14 

100 
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In item two of the questionnaire the driver education 

teachers were asked if they used teacher-made tests if no 

standardized tests were used. To this question 27 schools 

responded that some schools used both teacher-made and 

standardized tes ts 1n their testing programs. Of the 27 

responding, Table XXXVII shows that 22, or 82 per cent of 

the schools, did use teacher-made tests; while only five, 

or 18 per cent of those responding, indicated that teacher-

made tests were not used. 

Yes 

No 

TABLE XX.XVII 

Use Of ·Teacher Made Tests 

Total 

No. Per Cent 

22 

-2 
27 

82 

'· 18 

100 

Free and Inexpensive Materials 

According to the National Commission on Safety Education, 

a great many supplementary teaching materials are available 

either free ·or at low cost from safety organizations, business 

and industrial concerns, and trade associations. The Commission 

ma intains that many of these materials possess a wealth of 

instructional value that should be utilized by the driver 

educ~tion teacher. 8_ In Table XXXVIII the practices of the 56 

8Nat1onal Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Education, .QI?_. cit. , p !..--17 .. 



56 

Kansas high schools are reported to the extent that materials 

suppl'ied by various agencies are used in the driver education 
/ 

TABLE XXXVIII 

Use of Free and Inexpensive Materials 

Source Yes 

No. % 
American Automobile 

Association 50 90 

Kansas Highway Patrol 47 84 

Local Sheriff's Patrol 8 14 

Local Police 21 36 

Automobile Dealers 35 64 

Automobile Manufacturers 32 57 

Automobile Clubs 30 54 

National Commission on 
Safety Education 35 64 

U.S. Office of Education 23 

National Safety Council 45 

Others 

Insurance Companies 

Farm Bureau 

5 

4 

1 

41 

80 

9 

No 

% 

6 10 

9 16 

48 86 

35 64 

21 36 

24 43 

26 46 

21 36 

33 

11 

51 

59 

20 

91 

Totals 

No. % 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

56 100 

--

programs. Materials f'rom the American Aut.omobile Association 

were used by _50, or 90 par cent of the schools reporting; 

while material from the National Safety Council was reported 

as used by 45, or 80 per cent of' the schools1~ In 47, or 84 

per cent of the schools studied, materials furnished by the 

Kansas state Highway Patrol were used; however, the Sheriff's 
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Patrol was mentioned by only eight,. or 14 per cent of. the 

schools. Automobile dealers was a source listed by 35, or 

64 per cent of the schools; while 32, or 57 per cent checked 

the automobile mc3:nufacturer as a source utilized :ror materials:~ 

In 30, or 54 per cent of the schools reporting, materials fur

nished by an automobile club were used. The National Commission 

on Safety Education was checked as a source of free or in

expensive materials b y 35, or 64 per cent of the 56 schools 

studied. The United States Office of Education furnished 23, 

or 41 per cent of the schools, with materials·. Other sources 

such as insurance companies and the Farm Bureau were checked 

as sources by five, or nine per cent of the schools studied, 

as a source utilized for free and inexpensive materiali~ 

Sttnnna.ry 

In this chapter the basic recommendations of the National 

Commission on Safety Education relative to instructional methods 

have been stated;9 furthermore, areas dealing with actual practice 

found in the 56 schools comprising this study were reported as 

revealed by the re sponses of driver training instructors·. 

These areas of instructional technique, as studied, include 

the extent to which the schools have a stated list of objec

tives; the use made by the teacher of various testing devices; 

utilization made of equipment · and materials available to the 

teacher; and particular attention to the extent that audio

visual aids were used in the driver education programs'~ 

9Ibid., 94 pp. 
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Weakness of the Kansas driver education teaching methods as 

evidenced by repor ted practice will be treated in the ~inal 

chapter, as well as r ecognition of the desirable features of 

the state program~ 



CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

The status of the practices in the administration, organi

zation, and teaching methods of driver education in Kansas high 

schools as examined by this study is in some respects laudable, 

and in others it is bordering on the deplorable·. When viewed 

in comparison with nationally recommended standards of practice, 

the Kansas programs excelled in certain areas; and in other 

instances either just met the minimum or lagged behind the 

national standards·~ 

Administrat1fon ~ Organization_ 

There seemed to be no clear-cut pattern in ass.ignment of 

responsibility for driver education in the schools studied'. · 

Primary responsibility for the program and its record-keeping 

were assigned almost equally between the administrator and the 

teacher; while in some schools such people as the custodian, 

the bus mechanic, the automobile dealer, and the secretary 

were sharing administrative responsibility for some phases of · 

· the progra..i11. 

In .. spite of the feeling that participation in a driver 

·education cour se was practically a necessity in light of 

existing conditions, there were only 13 per cent of the schools 

studied that requir ed the course; while 77 per cent of the 

schools were off ering it only on an optional basis • . The 

59 



60 

conclusion here is that those schools would profit by expand

ing their facilities to the extent that the course could be 

made a requirement for high school graduation. Perhaps this 

should be in the nature of a state department of education 

ruling. 

Although it was not stated that licensed drivers were 

denied entry into driver education courses, it was shown that 

they were participating in the course in only 27 per cent of 

the high schools studied. The possession of a driver license 

in Kansas does not preclude that an individual student might 

not profit in some way from a driver education course. 

In view of the recommendation that driver education courses 

be offered to students just prior to their attaining the 

minimum legal driving age, which in Kansas is 16 years, it 

is shown that the schools of Kansas are meeting this require

ment favorabl y. In 81 per cent of the schools studied, it was 

r eported that dr iver education was offered on the ninth and 

tenth grade levels, in which case it would seem that students 

of from 14 to 16 years of age would be enrolled~ 

All of the 56 schools studied reported a driver education 

pro~ram of at least one semester in length, which is the 

standard recommended b y the National Commission on Safety 

· Education~ 1 However, in 20 per cent of the schoo~s -it was 

reported that the course lasted the entire school year, which 

· 1National Commis sion on Safety Educa tion, Policies and 
Practices for Driver Educat·ion, .Q:Q.• cit., p. 33. 
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is extending the content over too long a period of tim~~ More 

students would be accomodated by off,ering two courses to run 

concurrently during the school year than by taking one group 

through the entire year~ 

In awarding credit to driver education students the 

practic·e in 82 per cent of the schools wa s to offer one-half 

unit of credit. On the basis that one-semester courses are the 

rule, this would seem to be a desirable practice. The three 

schools which are g iving no credit are violating recommended 

standards and are inconsistent with the general policy of 

awarding credit for work accomplished in other courses of study. 

Despite the fact that it was most emphatically stated by 

the National Commission on Safety Education2. that driver 

licensing was the responsibility of the state licensing agency 

and not of those in education, it is s hown in this study that 

55, or 98 per cent of the 56 schools reporting, were awarding 

a certificate to driver education students which excused them 

from the examination required b y the state for licensing pur

poses. Participation in the licensing examination would be 

valuable as _a learning experience for driver education students 

and surely , if they have received desirable training , there 

is no fear that they lack the capability to successfully 

complete these examinations. In view of the recommended standards 

by the National Commission the prevailing practice should be 

eliminated in Kansas high schools. 

2Ibid., p. 48. 
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In 86 per cent of the high sc~ools studied the driver 

education course was financed in the same manner as other 

courses in the curriculum, and no special fees were charged. 

This is consistent with the position held by the National 

Education Association. 3 The eight sc hools that are charg ing 

students fees are violating the national standard and in the 

future should refrain from this practice. 

Much improvement should be shown in Kansas high schools 

in their time requirements for participation in driver 

education courses. The minimum standard number of classroom 

recitations per week was two class periods per week, which 

would provide the recommended 30 clock hours of instruction 

in this phase of the program. There were 23, or 42 per cent 

of the Kansas high schools studied, with programs falling 

below this standard. In 22, or 40 per cent more of the schools, 

the time provided was only the minimum. This leaves only 18 

p~r cent of the schools with clas sroom programs exceeding the 

minimum standard. There is need for much up~rading. in this 

phase of the program. The same situation exists in the pro

visions for time spent in behind-the-wheel training , but to 

a somewha t lesser degree. Only 14 per cent of the schools 

had programs exceeding the minimum standard in _any great 

degree; while 34 per cent provided only minimum or below 

minimum behind-the-wheel time. About 50 per cent of the 

schools had behind-the-wheel instruction time provided that 

3Ibid . , p. 32. 



barely exceeded the minimum of six _clock hours per student~ 

About 75 per cent of the schools keep records on such items 

as oil and gasoline consumption, which is in line with recommen

ded standards. There were 18 per cent of the schools studied 

which did not keep records of accidents involving the driver 

education automobile. Over 85 per cent of the schools did 

not keep records on student accomplishments in the automobile, 

which is in contradiction with nationally recommended standards-~ 

The approval of parents for their youngsters to drive were not 

obtained by 62 per cent of the schools. This is inexcusable in 

view of the fact that these records might prevent the schools 

from being charged with negligence in case of serious accidents 

occu:ring in the driver education automobilei~ 

All of the schools in this study, with one exception, 

borrowed their driving training automobile from a dealer, 

rental agency, or automobile c.lub. The recommended policy 

of the National Commission on Safety Education is that the 

district purchase the automobile with school runds, as they 

do other pieces of school equipment. 3 Automobile dealers are not 

as · eager as they once were to furnish automobiles to the 

· schools. The schools in many cases are responsible for this 

attitude, as they have used the automobile for _purposes other 

·than driver education; thus violating their agreement with 

the dealer and the recommendations of the National Commission 

on Safety Education. According to the Commission automobiles 

3National Commission on Saf_ety Education, Let's Teach 
Driving, .Q12• cit., p. 43. 
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should not be used for other purpo~es when they are borrowed 

from a dealer or automobile club. 4 This study shows that 35 

per cent of the schools studied used the borrowed driver 

education automobiles for athletic and administrative trips. 

This is a very undesirable practice; however, if the auto

mobile were school-owned there would need not be any curtail

ment of its use as long as the driver education program was 

not hampered. The schools would do well if, in their future 

planning , they provided for purchase of their own automobiles 

out of school funds. 

In 98 per cent of the schools ·driver education automobiles 

were equipped with dual controls in conformity with recommended 

practices . One school was in violation of this standard by 

using an automobile without this safety feature. · Automobiles 

with standard transmission were used by 92 per cent of the 

schools studied; this also is in line with recommended practices 

of the National Commission on Safety Education.5 

National recommendations on insurance coverage of driver 

education automobiles were being met by 93 per cent of the 

schools studied; while four schools were using automobiles 

which were not adequately covered by insurance. 

An investigation of the load carried b y teachers in Kansas 

high school driver education courses revealed that practices, 

4Nat1onal Commission on Safety Education, Cars for Driving 
Instruction, .Q.Q• cit., p. 8. 

~ational Commission on Safety Education, Policies and 
·practices for Driver Education, .2I2.• cit., p. ,.J+.3. 
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for the most part, were consistent with those in other courses 

and i'n line with national standards. In 80 per cent of the 

schools on1y ·one teacher was assigned to driver education; and 

of these teachers, 54 per cent were devoting only part-time 

to driver education. Many of the lar~er schools should assip;n 

a full-time teacher to the program in order to accomodate a 

larger segment of the pupil population. In the schools studied 

83 per cent of ·the teachers had less than two ·c1asses of driver 

education per day, which 1s not in excess of the part-time 

status of most of the teachers. An average pupil load per 

teacher of 25 students or less per class was found in 91 per 

cent of the schools studied. In nine per cent of . the schools, 

teac hers had 26 or more students per class, which is in excess 

for adequate instruction in driver education. In 84 per cent 

of the schools there were less than 36 pupils per school en

rolled in driver education, which is desirable as far as teacher 

lead is concerned; however, a larger number of each school's 

enrollment should be in driver education, as this sampling was 

of schools with enrollments of from 151 to 475 pupils inclusive. 

This indicates that the needs of too few students are being 

· met in the driver education courses in many of the schools. 

In five per cent of the schools over 60 pupils per school are 

enrolled in driver education. These schools have part-time 

driver education teachers, and 60 pupils are too many to 

handle on that basis. 

The National Commission on Safety Education definitely 

felt that high schools should provide anadult driver education 
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program for the community. The values in such a program are 

in better p ublic relations both for the school in general and 

mor e specifically in the acceptance of the high school driver 

education pr ogram.6 - The Kansas high schools in this study 

are faili~g to provide an a dult dr iver education program. 

Only five, or nine per cent, are providing any type of adult 

driving course. Over 90 per cent of the schools do not have 

any kind of a dr iver education program for the adult driver. 

The matter of teacher preparation is another phase of 

the driver education program in which Kansas hi~h schools are 

sub-standard . In 98 per cent of the schools the driver 

education teachers have less than five semester hours of pre

service training in driver and safety education cour ses. The 

National Commission on Safety Education has recommended that 

driver education teacher s have a minor in safety education · 

with 15 semes ter hours of pre-service· training.7 There were 

no driver education teac hers in the schools studied with more 

than eight semester hours in driver and safety education. Thia 

is probably the largest single failing in the driver education 

program of Kansas high schools. The teachers are meeting the 

· Kansas State Department of Public Instruction 1_ s recommendation 

of a three semester hour cour se of intensive study. When asked 

· f or an opinion on the adequacy of the state requirement, 68 

par cent of the Kansas driver education teachers replied that 

6 . Ibid., pp. 34-35. 

7Ibid., pp. 20-23. 
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they felt that the three semester ~ours were sufficient; 

while 32 per cent felt that more training was necessary. 

Te~ching Methods· 

In the i nvestigation of methods of instruction used in 

Kansas high school dr iver education, it was found that some 

practices used by the teachers of the course compared favorably 

with those recommended on the national level. I n the use of 

films, text-books, supp lementary materials, academic testing, 

a nd in use of many of the sources of free and inexpensive 

materials t he Kansas pro2: rams were above the recommended 

minimum standard. However short-comings existed in the use 

made of filmstrips, p sychophysical testing devices,· models 

and other equipment, and project books; also·, there was a 

lack of clearcut objectives in the driver education programs. 

Films were used by 87 per cent of the 56 Kansas high 

schools studied. The number of films used per semester varied 

in the schools, but of the schools using film the number most 

often r eported was from four to six films on driver education 

per semester. Five schools reported that they used from 10 

to 15 films per seme s ter. Gener al practice suggests that 

six to eight well-chosen films would be desirable. 

All of the sc hools reported that text-books were used. 

The text-book used in 90 per cent of the sc hools was the 

American Automobile Association's Sportsmanlike Driving. 8 

8Alnericart Automobile Association, Sportsmanlike Driving, 
.2l2• cit., 473 pp. 
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Teacher-made tests were used by 82 _per cent of the schools 

which-did not use standardized tests, and the latter were 

used in 86 per cant of the 56 schools studied. It was 

recommended by the National Commission on Safety Education 

that an a~ademic testing program be used in driver education 

as in all other s ubjects in the high school curriculum. 

The 56 Kansas high schools utilized many sources of 

free and inexpensive material as was recommended. Some of 

the agencies providing the material were the American Auto

mobile Association, Kansas Highway Patrol, National Commission 

on Safety Education, the National Safety Council, and local 

automobile dealers. The sources that were not used extensively 

were the local sherif f's office, insurance companies, the 

Farm Bureau, and the United States Off ice of Education. Some 

schools were failing to take advantage of any of these sources 

for materials beneficial to the instruction of driver education. 

The most strik ing short-coming in teaching methods in the 

56 Kansas high schools s t udied was that 45, or 80 per cent 

of them, reported that the y had no stated list of objectives 

for the driver education programs. Many of these schools 

·may have objectives that are not stated anywhere, but they 

were not fixed in the mind of the teacher to the point that 

he would state them on the questionnaire. 

Another sub-standard practice was the failure of all 

schools to use the p sychophysical testing devices that are 

available to every Kansas high school. On an average, over 

50 per cent of the schools were- failing to use a single one 
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of these t esting devices. The only two devices used ·by over 

50 per cent of the sc hools studied were the field of vision 

measuring device and the distance judgement measuring device. 

The psychophysical testing devices are available for the use 

of every Kansas high school upon request to the Kansas State 

Highway . Commission. 9 They s hould be used by every h i gh school 

driver education teacher; because they reveal to the driving 

students their own individual limitations and handicaps, so 

that students may make compensations accordingl y in their 

driving habits. 

Models of traffic lights, traffic boards, and automobile 

parts were neglected as means of supplementary instruction by 

the Kansas hi~h school driver education teachers. An average 

of over 75 per cent of the high schools failed t ·o use any of 

thes e models or mockups. A very valuable group of teaching 

aids are being neglected by t he vast majority of the teachers 

of driver education. Teachers also failed to use such valuable 

t echniques as recordlngs, field trips , demonstrations from 

resource pers onnel, and student projects in as many as 45 

per cent of the schools studied. 

Filmstrips were a much neglected aid to driver education 

programs in the high schools of Kansas as only -18 of the 56 

schools used them. Of these 18 schools, 44 per cent, or eight 

of them, used less than three filmstrips per semester. Project 

books based on the text-book were not used by 77 per cent of 

the schools studied. 

9Letter from Harold Pellegrino, Safety Engineer, Kansas 
State Highway Commission, Topeka, March 11, 1955. 
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Conclusions · 

Although the driver education programs in Kansas hi~h 

schools are somewhat below nationally-recommended standards 

in some respects, there are several strong points evident 

in the programs. This is a sign that the administrators 

and teachers of Kansas driver education programs are making 

exceptional efforts to conduct a worthwhile program. These 

strong-points as revealed ~Y this study are: 

A. Administration; 

1. The course is one semester in length. 

2. The program is financed by sch0ol funds. No 
special fees are charged. 

3. Automobiles are equipped with dual controls. 

4. The teacher-load is consistent with. desirable 
standards. 

B. Teaching Methods; 

1. A desirable academic testing program is used 
in driver education courses. 

2. All schools use text-books devoted to the 
subject of driver education. 

3. Motion picture f ilms d~voted to driver ed
ucation are used extensively by the schools. 

4. The schools are using supplementary materials 
to advantage in driv·er education courses~ 

There are some aspects of the driver education programs 

which are in need of improvement. With the increas.ed emphasis 

on, · and a growing awareness of, the impor tance of driver 

education in Kansas public schools the improvements may not 

be very far away. The aspects of the driver education program 

needing impr ovement are: 
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A. Administration; 

1. The pre-service preparation of the driver ed
ucation teacher is inadequate. The recommen
dation is that teachers have· a 15 semester 
hour minor in safety and driver education. 

2. There is no one person who has been charged 
with responsibility for the driver education 
program in most of the schools. 

3. Records are not kept on the accidents, nor on 
parental approval for student participation 
by all of the schools. 

4. The schools are all borrowing automobiles from 
local dealers when school boards of education 
should be purchasing them. 

5. Borrowed automobiles are being used for purposes 
other than driver education. 

6. The schools are not providing an adult driver 
education program. 

7. The schools are issuing certificates to driver 
education students which excuse them from the · 
state licensing examination. It is recommended 
that driver education students take the state 
licensing examination. 

B. Teaching Methods; 

1. Schools do not have stated objectives for their 
driver education programs. 

2. The schools are not making adequate use ·of the 
psychophysical testing devices available to them. 

3. The schools are not adequately using recordings, 
filmstrips, and demonstrations from resource 
personnel in their driver education programs. 

Further .study is needed on the status of driver education 

in Kansas in the following areas: 

1. The driver education teacher preparation programs 
in state and municipal colleges and universities. 
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2. Th~ subject matter field taught in addition · to driver 
education by the part-time driver education teachers. 

3. The amount of time outside of school hours devoted 
by the teacher to the driver education program. 

4. The possibilities of integrating the driver education 
program with a general health and safety course in 
high schools;·~ 
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LETTER OF INTRODUCTION 



MULVANE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
W. D. lrlUNSON, Superintendent 

MULVANE, KANSAS 

February 15, 1955 

Mr . John· Swinehart 
Driver Education Instructor 
Clearwater High School 

. Clearwater, Kansas 

Dear Mr . Swinehart : 

I have been encouraged to make a study of the status of 
Driver's Education courses in the ·Kansas Class A High Schools. 
The research problem has the endorsement of a graduate committee 
at the Univer sity of Wichita to fullfill the requirements for a 
master1s degree. The enclosed questionnaire has been examined 
and approved by Mr. Ralph Stinson, Director of Driver Education, 
State Department of Instruction, Topeka, Kansas. 

The study will consist of the collection of data as 
presented through the enclosed questionnaire which will then 
be evaluated in terms of recommendations of the National Education 
Association Committee on Driver Education. Data is being collected 
from the sixty~four Class A High Schools in the state. 

It is felt that the results of the study may be valuable 
in appraising our current Driver Education c·ourses w:i.th the 
possibility of improvements being made. Your participation and 
cooperation in this study is earnestly solicited as the success 
of the report depends entirely upon the responses made by each 
driver education teacher to the enclosed questionnaire. 

Individual responses to the questionnaire will be kept in 
strict confidence, , as we are interested principally in the overall 
picture of the program ~n the state. A .summary of this study will 
be made available to every teacher who desires it; .so please 
indicate if you would like to have a copy of the results. 

JLI:bmg 

Enclosul:'e 

Sincerely your s 

~· ~ 

~ ack L. Ingram 
Instructor, Driver Education 
Mulvane High School 
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,:,JIJ·• 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 



I. Jl.DMINISTRATION .AND OHGl.NIZf~TION 
I 

1. Who is responsible for the greater part of -brio dti.Vcr education program 
in your school-? Superintendent Principal ___ Teacl)cr _ 
other ___ please specify if othor ______________ _ 

2. Is the drivGr education course required · or elective in your school? 
Required _____ Elective 

(a) On what grade level is your course taught? Freshman 
Sophmore ___ Junior Senior 

(b) Are students who possess driver rs lisccnses required to take the 
course? Yes No 

3. Is the length of your course one semester or longer? One semester 
All year 

~(-a"'"')~What amoun_t_o_f---credi t is given? No credit_ One-Half credi. t 
One full credit 

(b) Are certificates of sa_,.ti.,...-s-f-actory completion given to stud0nts 
to use in obtaining dri vurt s lisccnses in lieu of taking the 
state's driving test? Yes ___ No __ _ 

4. Are students who take the course charged special fe0s? Yes No 

5. How many regular classroom recitations per week are given in each course? r 

1 __ 2 __ 3 __ 4 __ 5 

6. What is the average number of hours that each student is behind the wheel? 
4 to 6 7 to 9 10 to 12 ---

7. Are complete rocords kopt for the following i terns? Yes No 
(a) gasoline consumption -(b) oil consumption 
(c.) lubrication and other preventive maintenance 
(d) miloago driven by each student -
(e) miloage in tho car for each student 
(f) acci dents involving the car 
(g) parental p2rmission for student participation --

8. How docs your school acquire the automobile it uses? Purchased by the 
district Deakr loan Auto -club loan Rental 
Other Please specify if other --

9. Who is responsible for ee.ch of the following? 
(a) acquisition of the automobile? h.dministrator -~- Teacher __ _ 

Soc·r e tary ___ Others Please spacify if. others 

{b) keeping expense accounts? Administrator ___ Teacher 
Secretary ___ Others __ · _ Please specify if others ____ _ 

(c) keeping complete r ecords? Administrator ---- Teacher __ _ 
Secretary ___ Others ___ Please specify if 0

1

thers 

lO. Does the automobile have dual controls? Yes No 



11. D6es the automobile have automatic or standard transmission? 
Automatic Standard 

12. Is the automobile used by the ;scho6l for . purposeg other than driver 
education? Yes ___ Nb ~ If t~s _plekse ~pecify --------~ 
~ ~_ ,__. ___ .__ __ 

i ' 

13. bees the school purchase insurance . cove.ring all occupants of the automobi] 
fully? Yes __ No __ 

14. How many driver education teachers in your school? Number __ _ 

15. If only one teacher, is he fulltime or part ·time? Fulltime 
Part time 

16. How many classes per teacher? Number ---
17. What is the average pupil load per teacher? Number 

( Pupil load- average number per class per teacher)--

18. What is the total number of pupils enrolled per semester in driver 
education? Number 

19. Does your school conduct a driver education course for adults or out-of-
schcol youth? Yes ___ 00 __ _ 

20. How many semester hours preparation does the driver education teacher 
have in driver education and/or safety education? 0 to 2 
3 to 5 6 to 8 9 to 12 more --

21, Are the 3 semester hours presently required sufficient in your opinion? 
Yes No 

II. Teaching Methods 

1. Does your school have a stated list of objectives for driver education? 
Yes __ No __ ( If yes, would please enclose a copy with your respons 1 

2. Does your course include the use of a text? Yes ___ No 
(a) If yes, which of the following? AAA, Sportsmanlike Driving 
Man and the Motor Car ___ , Other --YY-6t1ier ?lease speciry--

(b) Is a project workbook based on the text used? Yes ___ No __ _ 
(c) Are standardized tests based on the text used? Yes No 
(d) If not, are teacher-made tests used? Yes No 

3. Do you use any of the following equipment as part of your course? 

(a) auto-trainer ( AAA or other) 
(b) reaction time device · 
(c) steadiness test device 
(d) color vision test 
(f) night vision meter 
(g) distance judgement device 
(h) field of vision measuring device 
(i) driver evaluator 
( j) detonators 

2 

Yes No 



3. CONT. 

(k) jerk recoider 
(1) stanchions 
(m) decelerometer 

Yes No 

4. Do you use models of the following? 
(a) traffic board and accessories 
(b) differential 

Yes No 

6. 

1. 

8. 

(c) traffic signals 
(d) clutch and universal 
(e) steering mechanism 
( f) ·cylinder model 
(g) any others 

If others, please list ---------------------
Does your course include the use .of film? Yes __ No 

(a) If yes, how many films do you use per semester? l_t_o_J_ 
4 to 6 ___ 7 to 9 __ 10 to 12 __ 13 to 15 __ m_o_r_e 

Does your course include the use of filmstrip? Yes __ No 
(a) If yes, how many film strips do you use per semester? _l_t_o_J __ 

4 to 6 __ 7 to 9 ___ 10 to 12 ___ 13 to 15 __ · more_ 

Do you make use of any of the following techniques of instruction? 
(a) scrapbooks cf newspaper clippings on accidents Yes No 
(b) individual student projects 
(c) driver skill tests 
(d) charts and graphs 
(e) recordings 
(f) field trips (traffic courts, accident scenes, -

garages, etc.) 
(g) demonstrations from resource personnel 

(police men, insurance men, Red Cross, etc.) 

Do you regularly use free or inexpensive material 
following sources? 

(a) American Automobile Association 
(b) National Safety Council 
(c) itate Highway Patrol 
(d) Sherfff 1s Patrol 
(e) Local Police 
(f) automobile dealers 
(g) automobile manufacturers 
(h) automobile clubs 
(i) National Commission on Safety Education 
(j) u. s. Off ice of Education 
(k) others · 

from any of the 
Yes No 

If others, please specify -------------------
III. Would you desire a copy of the final summary of the results of this 

questionnaire? Yes __ No __ 

3 
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THE FOLLOW-UP CARD 

March 3, 1955 ,. 
i.. ~-. 

Dear Sip: 

A few days ago I mailed you a questionnaire 
concerning Driver Education in Kansas high 
schools. Responses have returned from 55 
per cent of the .schools ·.contacted. I am . , . 
anxious -to receive your response. If you ·t~I .r ,,} 
have misplaced you~ questionnaire, I · will . : !i:={~-~ 
be 1happy to send you another upon request. -1;-=:~·- · 

) 

.. 

,- \' '" V :ei .. ~'4f 

Sincerely yours, ::_ '!C, 

Jack L. Ingram 
Driver Edu. Instr • 
Mulvane High School 






