


SOME FACTORS RELATED TO 

GOOD AND POOR ATTENDAl"qCE 

AT WICHITA HIGH SCHOOL EAST 

BY 

VICTOR W. JANTZEN 

A THESIS 

SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGRE! OF MASTER OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

THE MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA 

WICHITA KANSAS 

MAY 1954 



Acknowledgment 

The writer wishes to express his sinoere thanks to 

Dr. Horaoe H. Baker, Professor of Education, University of 

Wichita, Dr. Jackson Powell, Dea.n of Education, University 

of Wichita, a.nd Dr. Ceo1.l B. Read, Professor and Head of 

Department of Mathematics, University of W1oh1ta, for their 

helpful guidance and direction which made .this study 

possible. 

11 

• t · ·,., 
' .. ' '~ 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CHAPTER 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The Present Invast1gat1on 

Purpose 

Soope and procedure 

Definition of terms 

Limitations 

II • REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND REVIEW OF 

RESEARCH IN FIELDS OF RELATED STUDIES 

PAGE 

l 

4 

4 

4 

6 

6 

7 

III. FINDINGS OF THIS STUDY 25 

Tabulated Results with Comments 25 

Stat1st1oal 31gn1f1oanoe or Obtained D1f·ferences 59 

IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDIX 

111 

65 

67 

70 



LIST OF TABLES 

TABLE 

I. Sex of Student 

II. Grade Class1:t'1oat1on of Student 

III. Raoe Class1f1oation 

IV~ Type of Curriculum 

PAGE 

.28 

28 

29 

30 

v. Ninth Grade Credit of Students 30 

VI. Age of Students 31 

VII. Birthplace of Students 32 

VIII. Number of Tardies for Poor Attendance Group 33 

IX. Personality Ratings by Teachers 

x. Part1oipat1on in Extraourricula.r Aetiv1t1es 35 

XI. Student's Opinion of School 35 

XII. Number of Students having Hobbies 36 

XIII. Student's Indication of Further Schooling 
after Completing High School 3Y 

XIV. Kinds or F.duoat1on ... lnt1cipated 

XV. Oecupational Status of Fathers 

XVI. Occupat1'onal Status of Mothers 

XVII. Status of Parents 

XVIII. Home Status · of Students 
. . 

· XIX. Number or Brothers and Sisters 

xx. Number of .Older Brothers 

XXI. Number of Older Sisters 

XXII. Number or· Brothers at Home 
. . 

XXIII. Number of Sisters at Home 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

44 

45 

45 

46 

46 

XXIV. Friends or Relat1 ves Living in the Home 47 

1v 



LIST OF TABLES (continued) 

TABLE PAGE 

XXV. Student Illness Lasting a Week or More ~8 

XX.VI. Number of Students having Physical Defects . 49 

XXVII. Sickness in the Family 49 

XX.VIII. Health of Students . 50 

XXIX. Number of Students Employed 51 

XXX. Number of Hours Students were Employed 52 

XXXI. Number of Students who Contributed to the 
Support of their Families 52 

XXXII. Distribution of Intelligence Quotients Derived 
from Terman-Mc Nemar Test Scores 54 

XXXIII. Distribution of Intelligence Quotients Derived 
# from Otis Test Scores 55 

XXXIV. Church Membership of Students 56 

XXXV. Religious Faith of Students 56 

XXXVI. Church Attendance of Students .57 

XXXVII. Church Attendance of Parents SB 
XXXVIII. Factors Associated with Good Attendance with 

the Approximate Chances that a True Difference 
Exists between Percentag~s 61 

XXXIX. Factors Associated with Poor Attendance with 
the Approximate Chances that a True Difference 
Exists between Percentages 63 

V 



CHAPl'ER I 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the most eommon problems likely to oontront the 

counselor in the secondary school 1s that of irregular at

tendance. There 1s also the problem ot keeping youth in 

school to complete a full high sohool program. The solut1.on 

ot these problems will require continuous study and adap

tation to develop in the schools a type of educational pro

gram that will be attractive to youth and will help them 

make a satisfactory adjustment to life. 

The school census indicates the number otohildren of 

school age within a district; ·enrollment data reveal the ex

tent to which these .children are enrolled in the schools; 

and attendance data constitute measures of the utilization 

of the school by the children enrolled. Thus the determi

nation of the facts of school attendance and their interpre

tation oonstitute an important · topio in sohool adminis

tration. The improvement 0t school attendance 1s a pupil 

personnel function and, in View of the 1noraas1ng emphasis 

on integrating pupil personnel services, school attendance 

is dealt with as a phase of pupil personnel work. A poor 

school attendance record 1s, therefore, of concern regard-

. less of whether or not the absence was legal, tor 1 t often 

represents laxity at some spot in the school organization. 

Any attempt to study the causes of nonattendance is 

d1ff1oult. The correlation technique so frequently used 

1 
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shows the extent ·of any relationship whioh may exist, but 

the existence of a rela.t1onsh1p does not neoeasa.r1ly imply 

a oausal relat1onsh1p. Even if a causal relationship does 

exist, a oorrelation does not 1nd1oate which factor repre

sents the cause and which the result. 

It attendance 1s to be improved, legislation must be 

apec1t1c with respaot to legal requirements and must provide 

means ot enforoement. From an analysis or field studies, 

school codes, school reports, and a questionnaire 1nvest1-

gat1on, Lawl1ng1 concluded that ·nonattendance was due large

ly to "lack of provision in the statutes, definitely defin

ing wh1c11 children must at·tend school, the length of time 

they must attend, and the penalty for nonattendance." He 

also claimed that 1t was contributed to .by a lack of en

forcement agenoiea provided by law. He cited, as partial 

evidence for these conclusions, the fact that those states 

which had taken the appropriate legal steps seemed to be 

the states which had good attendance. With one exception, 

the seven states which had supervisors of attendance were 

all among the fifteen s~ates ~eporting the highest percent

age (87.2 to 94.2) of school attendance. 

Furthermore, if, 1n the improvement of attendance, pre

vention is to be the goal of attendance service instead of 

1Walter s. Monroe, editor, Enoyoloped1a .2! Ed.uoational 
Researoh, 917. 
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remedial work, it beoomes imperative that the oauses of non-

attendance be known. Methods of determining these causes 

have undergone a number of changes during the past few 

years; with these changes 1n methods of study oome changes 

in the inferences we make regarding what these causes are. 

Reavis2 reports that certain sohool factors are causes 

of nonattendance: progress in school, academic standing, 

and type of teacher. 

Marksbury3 calls attention to the fact that .much of the 

absence "reported" as due to illness actually 1s due to con

ditions at school that have resulted 1n the maladjustment of 

the pup1t. There 1s need for further research to identify 

the spec1f1c school factors involved. Failure to adapt the 

school program to the needs of the pupils, failure to reoog

n1-ze certain 1mpor·tant ab111t1es 1n pupils other than aca

demic, over emphas1·s on "grades", overcrowding 1n classes so 

that little attention can be given 1nd1v1duals, retention ot 

poorly trained, disinterested personnel as teachers, an 

overemphasis upon teaching as a process of child development 

are undoubtedly some of . the factors that tend to 1norease 

the a.mount of nonattendance. 

As research techniques or these studies are examined, 

a trend seems to be noted away from earlier statistical 

2Ibid., 918. 

,~., 918. 
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analysis of reports by parents or pupils to the oase~stu,dy 

te_ohn1que. 

Th~ change in point or view .regarding the ohlet ca.us·•• 

or nonattendance 1n no sense ignores the .fa.ct that many -.on'!!9 

attendants were 111 when they were absent.; neither does it. 

ignore the obvious fact that many students work, that wea.tij• 

er is a h1ndranoe, and that poverty is a cause. What 1s im

plied 1s that the commonly stated reasons for nonattendance 

a.re subservient to basic .social and eduoat1onal oond1t1ona 

Which are the real oause·s of nonatt·endanee.4 

THE PRESENT INVESTIGATION 

Purpos.e 

It was the purpose of_ this 1nvest1gat1on to discover 

and analyze underlying causes ot poor attendan.o.e at W1ch1 ta 

High Sohool East, Wichita, Kansas~ so that. ooun.sel.lng and 

attendance workers may be aided· in . persuading youth to real

ize more fully the value ot educational. opportunities .• 

Scope and Procedure 

The writer sought to contrast one group of pupils, in~ 

eluding all those with perteot attendance, with a group of 

s1m1lar size who had poor attendance records 1n regard to a 

number or factors which it was thought might 1ntluenoe at

tends.nee at school. Information regarding some or · these 

factors was obtained from school records; information re-

4Ib1d., 918. 
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gard1ng other factors was obtained b1 a queat1onna1re5 

which was administered to each pupi.l. 

W1oh1ta High Sohool East 1s a senior high school oon~ 

taining grades ten, eleven, and twelve. This study was 

based upon the attendance records or students enrolled 1n 

Wichita High Sohool Ea.st for the sohoo~ year 1952-1953• It 

will be noted that two groups were selected at the extremes 

as far as attendance is concerned so that on this variable 

a very wide difference exists between the two groups. Only 

sophomore and junior students who attended school tor the 

entire y~ar and who had not bean withdrawn or dropped for 

more thart three days qualified tor the study; likewise stu

dents who entered later than three days after school began 

were not included. Ot the l,9~5 students whose records were 

examined in July, 1953, eighty-nine were round to have per

fect attendance. To contrast with these, ninety-three stu

dents who had twenty-one or more absences were seleoted. 

The questionnaires were then adm1ni stared i .ndi v1dually dur

ing. the months or October, November, and Deoember of 1953. 

Frequenoy tables were made in order to tally the results of 

the questionnaires. 

The extent to which each factor vas observed to be pre

sent in each group was expressed in terms of per cent. The 

SA oopy of the questionnaire may be found in the appendix, 
10. 



difference between the groups was then expressed in terms 

of the difference between per cents. The standard error or 
the d1ff_erence between two percentages6 was computed to a·s

certain the probability of an error as great as the differ

ence occurring. 

Definition of Terms 

Perfect attendance group includes all students who at

tended the entire day e~oh day school was 1n session during 

the school year 1952-1953• 

~ attendance group includes all students who were 

absent twenty-one or more days during the school year 1952-

1953. 

Tardiness denotes tha.t the individual came lat.e for 

the opening or sohool on one or more days. 

Limitations or the Study 

The 11st of factors affecting school attendance was 

not exhausted. Many of the factors used in the study were 

selected in an attempt to find where the school itself was 

defioi~nt or could be 1mpro.ve.d. 

A case study could _possibly be made of each individual 

to find hidden factors which may not be revealed by the 

questionnaire method. Thia method was not used because 1.t 

would involve more research than is feasible for a Master's 

thesis. 

6ifenry E. Garrett, Statistics 1!l Psycholo0y and Education, 
1940, 228. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND REVIEW 
OF RESEARCH IN FIELDS OF RELATED STUDIES 

The recogn1t1on of the value or publ1o education 1n . 

our demooraoy is steadily 1noreas1ng. The impossibility of 

eff1o1ent socia.l and economio operation without an lntelli

gent, well trained, and thoughtful oitizenry 1s apparent. 

Enrollments 1n publ1o and nonpubl1o high schools 

(grades 9 to 12 and postgraduates) 1n the continental 

United States doubled about every ten years from 1889-90 to 

1929-30, when the total was 4,800,000. Between 1929-30 and 

1939-40 there wa.s an increase of 2,300,000, or 48 per oent. 

This ten year increase nearly equaled the entire high aohool 

enrollment in 1919-20. During World War II enrollments de

creased 1,100,000, but · 300,ooo of thls number had been re

gained by 1947-48. When the increasing birth rates of the 

early 1940's become effective at secondary school level, en

rollment may exceed the 1939-40 enrollment and 1norease at a 

greatly accelerated rate until 1965, when enrollments will be 

about 11,000,000 above grade 8. The ratio of high school en

rollment to the number of persons of high school age increased 

from 7 per cent in 1889-90 to 74 per cent 1n 1947-48.7 

The 1norease in enrollments refleots three things: 

7o. T. Blose, "Statistical Summary or Education,'' Biennial 
Survey 2.t: Eduoa.t1on 1n ,Ya United Sta.tea, 1947-48, 3• . 

7 
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(1) an increasing number or children in the school age pop

ulation; (2) a greater proportion of that school age popu

lation actually attending school; and (3) a tendency for · 

those actually attending to remain in school longer. 

The average daily attendance for 1949-50 was just 

short or 22.3 million, a figure wh1oh represents 88.7 per 

cant of total enrollment, the highest for any year since 

1870-71. Between 1947-48 and 1949-50 the average length or 
term increased almost 1mperoaptibly, from 177.6 to 177.9 

days. This 1s, however, the highest figure to date, and 

continues a steady trend in the direction of longer terms. 8 

In 1870 all pupils enrolled in the public schools of 

the United States attended during the year, on the average, 

78.4 days each • . Increases have been maintained each decade 

from 1870 through 1940. In 1920 the average number of days 

attended by all pupils during the year was 121.2, in 1930 it 

was 143.0. By 1940 an all t1me high of 151.7 days was 

rea.ched. 9 The figure for 1949-50 is 157.9 days as con

trasted with 155.1 for 1947-48, and continues the trend 

toward a greater number of days attended by each enrollea.10 

8B1ose, D. T. and Jaraoz, William, 0 Stat1st1os of State 
School Systems," Biennial Survey .Qt Education 1n~ United 
States, 1948-50, 6. 

~onroe, sm_ • .Q..il., 917. 
10Biose and Jaracz, .QI?.• c1t., 6. 
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The terms "average daily attendance" and "per cent ot 

attendanoe" have been widely used and are still widely used 

as measures of attendance. Average daily attendance shows 

on the average how many pupils were tttending ea.oh day; this 

oan be secured on a district, state, or .national basis by 

yea.rs. Eduoators are part.1oularly interested in these 

national figures as a means of noting trends, either in

creases or decreases. Per oent of attendance shows the ex

tent to whioh those pupils who have been on the roll have 

actually been in attendance. Here, too, educators are inter

ested in trends. If the per cent is constantly on the in

orease, then the attendance of pupils 1s more regular. A 

third term, average number of days attended, tells of the 

lengthening or shortening of the school year. 

All of these measures are means of expressing the siz.e 

of the educational program within the nation. They have 

been reported to the Uni.tad States Office of Eduaation for 

nearly eighty years and so indicate long time trends in edu

cational development in the United States. These measures 

serve a similar purpoae _at the state level. As the percent

age of f1nano1al support of public schools from state funds 

has increase-d in recent years, measures of attendance such 

as average daily ·· attendance have been used increasingly a.s 

a basis for distributing state funds to local school dis

tricts. Such measures are regarded as preferable to cruder 

bases ror distribution such as total populationt school 
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census, or school enrollment. At the local level more 

attention, however, is being given to such measures as ag

gregate days enrolled and aggregate days attended. The dif

ference between these two figures shows the number of days 

or nonattendance or absence, and pupil personnel services 

aim at discovering and removing the causes or such absence. 

Trends with respect to school attendance in the United 

States are fairly definite; there were modest increases, re

gardless of how measured, from immediately after the Civil 

War until approximately 1920. The succeeding decade saw 

enormous increases 1n average daily attendance, per cent of 

attendanae, and average number of days attended by all 

pupils, enrolled. The 1noreas.e in average daily attendance 

wa.s slightly at variance with enrollment trends, in that 

while enrollment figures increased more during the twenties 

than 1n any previous deoade they failed to make as great a 

proportional gain as did sohool a ttendan.oa. The enrollment 

for the United States increased 19.0 per cant during this 

deoade, but average daily attendance increased 31.7 per cent; 

the 1norease, of course, in the per cent of attendance, 

which wa.s 10.7 per oent for this decade, contributed to this 

diffarenoe.. Based upon aggregate days at~end~d by all 

pupils or the United State·s during- a given year, the per 

oa.nt or increase during the t .wenties wa.s 45 .6. This great 

increase was due not alone to the increase 1n number of days 

which pupils attended during the year; this latter per 
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oent of increase was 18.0. The rest of the 45.6 per cent 

1norease was the result of 1noreased enrollment and 1n

oreased per cent of attendance. 

P1ttenger11 says there 1s ev1denoe of growing state 

oonaern about publ1o school attendance. Revis1ons o'f state 

laws and regulg,t1ons 1n recent years have shown some defi

nite trends., The tendency is to make the parent or guardl~ 

an responsible for attendance violations, to take away the 

discretionary powers of local officers with respect to ex

emptions, to re quire attend~nce the full sohool year, to 

make more specif1c the conditions under which attendance at 

nonpubl1o schools may be substituted for publ1o school at

tendance, to require higher qual1f1oations of a.ttendanoe 

officers, and to provide remedial measures for problems 

such as poverty, poor health, and distance from school. 

Legislators are responsible for approving compulsory 

attendance stat·utes and child labor· laws, but always with 

sufficiently large exceptions t o permit farmers, newspaper 

publishers, and certain types of retailers to exploit 

children. Moehlman12 reports that according to the 1940 
' . 

census 249,521 children between the ages of 14 and 15 years, 

or 5.2 p~r cent of the total age group, were gainfully em

ployed in the United States. He further states that 1n the 

11Benjam1n F. Pittenger, Local Bublic School Adminis-
tration, 1951, 280. -
12Arthur B. Moehlman, School Admin1strat1on, 1951, 52. 
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16 and 17 year old groups, 1,029,291 were gainfully em

ployed, or 21.0 per cant of the to_tal group. There was a 

10.7 per cent improvement in the attendance of this age 

group between 1930 and 1940. He also stated that according 

to the 1940 census 2,645,289 young people between the ages 

of 18 and 19 years, or 52.7 per cent of the total age group, 

were gainfully employed. These children of elementary and 

secondary school age are being deprived ot their education

al birthright because their exploitation is economically 

profitable. Moehlman13 continues by saying compulsory . at

tendance and child labor laws are complementary, each ot 

little use without the other. Yet until recent years, the 

teaching profession and lay groups interested in extending 

opportunity for education paid little a~tention to o~ild 

labor laws, while labor unions and child study groups 

blithely proceeded to have child labor legislation enacted 

with just as little regard for . synchronizing it with com

pulsory attendance statutes. As a result there is still a 

wide gap between the .two types of legislation. 

Child labor laws are administered by state labor de

partments and compulsory school attendance by local school 

districts With little cooperation between the two agencies 

except 1n larger oi ties. The re.spons1bil1 ty of integrating 

these two sets of laws belongs to the state education 

13 Moehlman, -Sm• ill•, 52. 
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authority, while the looal district must devise means for a 

better --0oordinat1on or the enforoement of compulsory at

tendance and child labor laws. 

Researoh studies of the effects or irregularity and 

tardiness upon school suooess have yielded oonfl1ct1ng re

sults, but efforts to improve attendance in all its aspects 

have increased constantly. Of the deficiencies, in the in

dividual case, Pittenger14 reports that tardiness is re

garded as least and nonattendance as most injurious. From 

the standpoint of frequency,_ however, tardiness and irregu

larity sometimes develop to suoh proportions as to affect 

schoolwork most seriously. 

In our struggle for better attendance we must not for

get that school attendance is a means to an end. The 

teacher's purpose is to teach and the attendance worker 1s 

employed to help the teacher achieve that goal. When we 

promote sohool attendance for any other reason we lose per

spective and fall 1n our professional duty. 

In his report on attendance servioe in the Cleveland 

Public Schools, We1ns15 stresses this by saying, "To strive 

for better school attendance is commendable when it ls 

achieved by improving the conditions under which the ohil-

14-Pittenger, .sm,. fll.1., 279. 

l5oav1d J. Wiens, "Attendance Service in the Cleveland 
Public Schools," American Sohool Board Journal, 119:37, 
September, 1949. 
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dren attend school and in so far as it remains a means of 

achieving the primary purposes of education." 

In practically every phase of its school aot1v1t1es, · a 

school administration helps or hinders school attendance. 

Pittenger16 emphasizes that administration makes 1ts moat 

essential contributions to attendance management by select

ing personnel wisely; by providing perso.nnel wi.th adequate 

opportunity, facilities, and compensation; by area.ting and 

maintaining an efficient and attractive school plant; by 

setting up and carrying on a sound educational program; by 

properly supervising the activities of personnel; and by 

maintaining good school and community relations. 

Numerous investigations have reported consistently over 

a period of years that illness of the ah1ld is the most po

tent single cause of nonattendance at school. As early as 

1917 one 1nvestiga.tor17 reported· that 48 per cent of 1,158 

boys a.nd girls studied had been ab.sent due to illness on the 

part of the pupils; no other cause applied to more than 12 

per cent of ·the group. A review of several studies con

cerned with school attendance problems18 1n 1933 showed a 

goodly number of investigators concurring in this conclusion. 

16P1ttenger, ~--211·, 282. 
17Monroe, j?2• .£!!. •. , 917. 

18Ib1d., 918. -
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However one must use care in the examination or these 

conclusions. In most of the investigations the data re

garding oauses of nonattendance were based upon reports 

made by tha pupils. Sometimes these reports were the ex

cuse slips turned 1n by the pupil; sometimes they were ver

bal statements by the parents made to home visitors shortly 

after absence; and sometimes they were oral or written re

ports which had been recorded on the pupil's permanent per

sonnel record. In any case these data were all based upon 

what the parent or the child had said the cause of the ab

sence was. There may be some doubt whether all the state

ments were truthful. 

Marksbury19 :round that when every case o:r absence was 

followed up 1mmed1ately, many pupils who had reported and 

who had previously been reporting absence as due to illness 

were not 111. Some were just loafing; some were running 

errands; some were working at odd jobs; and some were stay

ing at home with younger children. In some cases the 

parents ware qu1lty of d1-shonesty; and in other cases the 

child had misled the parent 1nto thinking he was 111 be

cause he d1d not want to go to school on that particular day. 

It 1s reoogn1zad, of course, that illness is a major 

cause or no.nattendance; however, 1 t is coming to be acoept

ed that .illness 1s not the cause or nonattendance as often 

19Monroe, .21!· .Qll., 918. 
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as was formerly believed. If the parents want the ohild to 

stay at home or if the child wants to stay, and 1f 1n 

either oase there 1s no sufficient reason for the absenoe, 

the excuse of illness is effeot1 ve, s1noe 1 ts val1d1 ty 1-s 

• seldom questioned. Only as a plan 1s put into operation to 

oheck suoh excuses immediately oa.n the extent of this prao

t1oe be ascertained. 

Reporting upon a questionnaire study 1n which replies 

were reoe1ved from three hundred seventy-one cities, 

Bermejo20 stated the following as the oh1ef causes of law

ful nonattendanoe: (1) illness of the child, (2) illness 

of the f&m1ly, (3) lack of oloth1ng, (4) death in the fami

ly, and (5) work at home. Among unlawful oauses of nona.t

tendanoe he reported these as. predominant: (1) truancy, 

(2) parental neglect, (3) work at home, (4) illegal employ

ment, and (5) out of town v1s1ts. 

Heck21 reports that a survey of the Denver schools 

showed that physical d1sab111ty caused fifty per oent of the 

nonattendance, poverty oaused twenty-five per cent, mental 

d1sab111ty ca.used fifteen per oent, while broken homes 

oauaed ten per cent.. In his discussion of the problem of 

nonattendanoe, he stated that indirectly the teaoher's a.tt1-

. 20Aroh -O. Heck, Adm1n1strat1og .Q.[ Pupil Personnel, 1929, .,, 
112. 

21Ib1d., 113. -
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tude toward the pupils 1s a great factor in determining the 

regularity of attendanoe. 

Almost without exception studies of why pupils drop 

out of school indicate that these students wish teachers had 

shown more interest in them. Conversely, schools with supe

rior holding power report that a major contributing factor 

1s the increased interest of teachers in pupils. This 1n-

. terest flowed from their study or pupil problems, from part

time counseling, or from activity programs of one type or 

another. 22 These. studies of drop-outs have also brought out 

the fact that prov1d1ng qualified counselors has brought 

about a ~arkad improvement 1n the attitudes of pupils toward 

school and better attendance records. 

In an analysis of attendance problems at the Whittier 

Junior High School in Flint, Michigan, Van Kersen23 reports 

that their efforts to gain attendance through interest are 

bas.ed on the ·attractiveness of . a school program tailored to 

fit pupils' needs, an intelligent analysis of pa.rents' re

quests for absences, and most fundamentally on the real and 

deep interest of teachers, deans, principals, and parents. 

Many factors contribute toward keeping children from 

22Leonard M. Miller, '1How Some· Schools a.re Increasing Their 
· Holding Power," National Education Assoc1at1on Journal, 
40:325, May, 1951. 
23E. Ph111p Va.n .Kersen, "In School through Interest," 

Clea.ring House, 25:245, December, 1950. 
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attending school. Wr1ght24 reports Karpinos found that 

school attendance increases markedly w1th increase of family 

income. For the 16 to 17 year old group, the 1norease was 

trom 65 per cent 1n the fam111es with incomes less than 

#1,000. to 88.3 per cent tor those with incomes of $3,000. 

and over. 

Another important factor 1n good attendance is adequate 

student transportation. This factor is especially important 

in rural or sparsely settled areas where, by consolidation 

or otherwise, the size of local school diatr1ots is rapidly 

expanding. Transportation has not yet received the atten

tion it deserves even in urban areas, although a number of 

oit1es are making some use of it. But it is importaµt 

wherever distance or safety hazards make a student's school 

attendance difficult. 

Many investigators have noted a high positive relat1on

sh1p ' between nonattendance and .slow p~ogress 'in sohool, but 

they generally recognize. that . such a condition does not 

necessarily m.ean a ca.use and effect relationship. Z1egler25 

points out that poor attendance should be regarded as a 

da.ngers1gnal of a. condition to be investigated. 

·24G~a.ce s. Wright, ''H1gh School Attendance and Family In
· come,.~• Edu.cation Digest, 13:6, January, 1948. 

. . 

2~onroe, .22• ill-, 919. 
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F.1nch and Nemzet26 have reported a small but signit1-

oant positive relationship between good attendance and high 

teachers' marks tor high school girls. Data on boys from· 

the same sohool did not, however, exhibit an equal relation

ship. The authors comment that it hardly seems plausible 

to suggest that sex is the maJor oause of the observed dif

ferences. No more easily supported is the conclusion that 

girls f1nd their achievement dependent upon regular .class 

attendance, but that within the limits of irregularity here 

involved, no such causal relationship exists among boys. In

stead it is possible that among girls there is some charac

teristic ·or comb1nat1on of character1st1os which determines 

in part both achievement and regularity of attendance, and 

that no suoh factor 1s operative among boys. The data at 

hand are obviously 1nsuff1c1ent to place this possible ex

planation on other than a speculative basis. 

Acoording to Buraoh, 27 facts point clearly to a sig

nificant relationship between orowded living and truancy at 

school. He also found that environment, to a much greater 

extent than lack of ability, is associated with truancy. It 

waa also interesting to note that the truants are not, as is 

26P-. H. Finch, and C. L. Nemzek, "Attendance and Achieve-
. ment in Secondary Schools," Journal 21: F.ducat1onal Research. 

34:123-125, October, 1940. 
27 James r. Bursch, ''Factors Associated w1 th Nonattendano• 

or Pupils 1n Secondary Schools," Bulletin~ lJll. National 
Assoc1at1o~ ,g! Seoondarx-Sohool Pr1no1pals, 20:30-31, 
March, 193 • · 
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frequently asserted, from the homes of foreign born parents 

in undue proportion. 

Bursch28 also reports that attendance supervisors and 

visiting teachers believe that maladjusted children express 

part of their maladjustment 1n truancy from school. 

Bursoh29 lists the following as the principal r~ctors found 

by these persons. The factors are arranged in descending 

order according to their frequency of occurrence 1n relation 

to all oases reported in th1a ~tudy. 

1. Lack of home control or supervision. 
2. Lack of interest 1n school work. 
3. Lack of 1nd1vidual recognition at school. 
4. Mental or emotional 1nstab111ty. 
5. ,Influence of street gangs or bad companions. 
6. Poor economic conditions 1n the home. 
7. A craving for excitement and adventure. 
8. Insuff1oient ability for a given level or 

kind or school work. 
9. Pa.rents defiant or non-cooperative oonoern-

ing school laws. 
10. Marital difficulties in the home. 
11. Problems of sax and love. 
12. Poor social adjustment at school. 
13. Desire for spending money. 
14. Too much spending money. 
15. Emotional conflict with parents. 
16. Dislike for a particular school subject 

or teacher. 

In the study made by Harold J. Dillon, on Early School 

Lea.vers,30 information was obtained to discover whether 

28Ib1d., 28. 
29 
~-- 28. 

30Harold J. Dillon, Early: School Leavers. National · Child 
Labor Committee, 1949, 20-34. 
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there was a. relationship between size of the . family and 

the probability of early school leaving. The evidence 

seems to point to no consistent relationship. Uniformly 

low I. Q. test scores do not seem to be characteristic of 

the early school leavers, since the table showed that 5 per 

cent had I. Q.'s above 114 and nearly one-fifth had I. Q.'s 

above 105. Nearly 40 per oent tell within the group having 

I • Q. • s -0f 95 or over. 

The findings of this study by Dillon show that about 

70 par oent of the school leavers oame from homes where 

they lived with both parents, that 22 per oent lived with 

one parent, and that the remainder lived with relatives or 

with someone charged with their care. It is also to be 

noted that in the elementary sohool, 75 per cent of the 

youth were in attendance 160 d~ys or more a year, but only 

60 per cent of the school leavers maintained this reoord 1n 

junior high aohool. The change 1n regularity of attendance 

between elementary school and junior high school 1s clearly 

something to wh1oh counselors or attendance workers might 

wall direct their attention to discover whether irregular 

attendance is a possible prelude to early school leaving. 

Because of these changing patterns, it is also important 

for th~L schools to make every effort to have complete at

tendanoe data on every student ~nter1ng the junior high 

school. 

Two-thirds or more of the judgments expressed by 
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teachers 1n the Dillon study31 indio.ated that the early 

school lea.vars were irregular in attendance, lacked in1t1-

at1ve, and had little interest in sohool. 

Various dev1oes and methods have been used in attempts 

to improve attendanoe at sohool. Wetzei,32 in his report 

on School Attendance~ Scholarship~ says, . "Whatever mode 

of treatment of chronic oases of irregular attendance may 

be followed, a oase is really cured only when the pupil has 

oultivated a desire to be present at school because in his 

judgment it ls worthwhile to be present. 11 

Berger33 emphasizes that 1n order to attain a high per

centage of attendance the school must establish a tradition 

of good attendance; and the school must strive constantly to 

live up to the tradition. One or the newest devices insti

tuted in the school on wh1oh Berger's report · is based wa.s 

the "buddy system." The basic. purpose of this plan was to 

provide a def1n1 ta. orientation . for the entering student; 

then each senior took one or two freshman under his wing, 

offering guidance and advice on school matters. One of the 

things emphasized by the senior was school attendance. 

31 Ibid., 79 • 
32Will1am A. Wetzel, "School Attendance and Sohola.rship," 

- ~ School Review, 36:120, February, 1928. 
33Max Berger, "Lioking the Absentee. Problem," Bulletin~ 

the National Association g_! Secondary-School Pr1nc1pals, ·. 
'3'D:2~, December, !946. 
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As a. result or his observations Be1134 concludes that 

when students are aware that someone 1s concerned a.bout 

their absence, that certain definite penalties attach to 

lapses in attendance, th9.t regular attention to duty pays, 

that an absence w.111 not and cannot be overlooked without 

1nvest1gat1on, they will develop a favorable attitude 

toward regular attendance. 

When 1t was observed that the detention room was doing 

nothing effective in getting students to school on time, or 

in preventing cuts and absences, Amalgam Junior High School, 

Cleveland, Ohio,35 announced a four and one-half week at

tendance drive featuring the 1,000 Point Club. Every stu

dent began as a member w1.th 1,000 points, from which points 

were subtracted for each attendance 1nfract1on. The club 

was suceeasful in improving attendance, but it had no effect 

on chronic offenders. It was necessary to withdraw assembly 

pr1 Vilegas to atfe.ct them. 

A word of warning should be sounded. Devices which 

stimulate the pupils' desire to attend school, but which 

ta.11 to remove the basic ca.uses of nonattendance, may do 

more harm than good. Especially is this true in the oaae 

34John W. Bell, ttPromoting Regular Attendance in the High 
Sohool," American School Board Journal. 119:34, September, 
1949. 

35Ma,gg1e A. Powell, 111,000 Point Club: It Sparked an At~
tendance Drive," Clearing House, · 25:353, February, 1951. 
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of s1ok students who, through the desire to oblige or 

through the fear of disapproval by teachers or classmates, 

are enticed to risk their own health and that of others. 

The practice of telephoning parents of pupils on the 

daily official abse:nce 11st ls neither new nor extraordi

nary, but 1t 1s one means of establishing and maintaining 

effective cooperation between the home and the school with 

regard to school attendance problems. 

Attendance problems cannot be isolated and dealt with 

alone. Thay penetrate every phase of a student's life. It 

appears that school people generally must in part forsake 

the olo1sterad atmosphere of the sohoolroom. Through 

effective organization of the sohool and the oooperation of 

the school with other construotive community organizations 

they must work intelligently and- aggressively for the 

amelioration of the negative and destructive environmental 

factors associated with truancy. 



CHAPTER III 

FINDINGS OF THIS STUDY 

Tabulated Results with Comments 

Beoause of a desire to learn the factors involved con

cerning poor attendance of some of the students at Wi6hita 

High Sohool Ea.st, this study was undertaken. Wichita, 

Kansas, is an important agricultural, aviation, and military 

oenter located in south central Kansas. Because of the vari

ous trades and industries, the city has attracted people in 

a great variety of fields and vocat1o?s· 

At the beginning of the investigation, Wichita had two 

senior high schools, Wichita High School Ea.st and Wichita 

High School Nortb. A third senior high school, Wiohita High 

School West, was in the process or construction, with the 

opening scheduled for September, 1953. 

The total enrollment for Wichita High School East for 

the sohool term of 1952-1953 was 3,324; this included 1,249 

sophomores, 1,095 juniors, 966 seniors, and 14 post graduate 

students. Only sophomores and juniors were included in this 

investigation. More over students who entered school more 

than thr~e days late or were officially withdrawn from school 

for more than three d~ys during the year were not included. 

Under these conditions 1,945 students qualif~ed. With the 

opening of Wichita High School West 1n September, 1953, sev

eral students were transferred from Wichita High School East 

to Wichita High School North and Wichita High School West. 

25 
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Thia study included 89 students who :were transferred to 

,Wichita High School North and 235 students who ware trans.

ferred to W1oh1ta High School West. Th~s of the 1,945 stu

dents included in this study 1,621 remained at Wichita. High 

School East. Transfers were oonsidered as or September 1, 

1953. 

From the 1,945 students two groups were selected at the 

extremes as :fa.r as attendance 1-s ooncerned. It was antici

pated that a group or possibly one hundred students might 

have perfect . attendance for the entire school term. If th1a 

were true, then a similar number could be selected from the 

students who were absent a large number of times during the 

same period. The two groups could then be compared w1th re

gard to various :factors 1n an effort to find the ea.uses of 

nonattendance. 

As much information as oould be gathered was ta.ken di

rectly from the students' personal data files. Of the 1,945 

students whose records were examined, eighty-nine. were round 

to have· perfeot attendance. To oontrast with these, ninety

three students who had twenty-one ·absanaes or more were se

lected. Among this latter group the greatest number of ab

senoes was forty-two. Of the eighty-nine students who ha.d 

perfect attendance, eighty-three answered the quest1onna.1re 

when 1t was administered in the fall of 1953. The other six 

students had transferred to schools outside of Wichita or 

had w1 thdra.wn from school. Of the ninety-three students w1 th 
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irregular attendance, seventy-one answered the questionnaire. 

'l'he other twenty-two transferred or had withdrawn from 

school. The questionnaire was administered to each or the 

154 students individually by the writer, by Mr. Kenneth 

Nickel, Vice-Principal at W1oh1ta High School West, or by 

Mr. Glen Hamilton, Vice-Principal at Wichita High School 

North. 

Preparatory to analyzing the questionnaires, a tally 

was made ot the frequency of each taotor. Since the number 

ot students 1n the two groups was not equal, all frequencies 

were converted into percentages for a valid comparison of 

the two groups on each ot the faotors selected tor study. 

To determine the significance of the difference between the 

percentages of the two groups, the standard error of the 

d1fferenoe between two percentages was used. It is also to 

be noted that in numerous tables, the totals or the percent

ages do not total one hundred ·percent. This 1s due to the 

procedure in rounding oft numbers; therefore, 1n some in

stances a. one hundred per oent total can not be found and be 

mathematically correct •. 

Of the eighty-three students having perfect attendance, 

fifty-two per oent were boys and forty-eight per cent were 

girls. In comparison the writer round forty-one per cent of 

the poor attendance group were boys and t1fty-n1ne per cent 

girls. Table I shows the number and percentage of boys and 

girls having perfect and poor attendance. 



Sex -

Male 

Female 

Totals 

28 

TABLE I 

SEX OF STUDENT 

Perfect Attendance 

Number Per oent 

43 52 

40 48 

83 100 

f oor Attendance 

Number Per cent 

29 41 

42 59 

71 100 

Table II shows the number a.nd percentage of students 

according to grade classification. Sixty-five per cent of 

the perf~ct attendance group were sophomores, while th1rty

f1ve per cent were juniors. Fifty-three per oent of the 

poor attendance group were sophomores, and fifty-nine per 

oent were juniors. In both groups, the writer found that 

the sophomores had the highest number and percentage • 

. TABLE II 

GRADE CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENT 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Grade Number Per oent Number P·er oent 

Sophomore 54 65 38 53 

Junior 29 35 33 46 

Totals 83 100 71 99 

The writer :found the White race predominant in both 

categories. In the perfect attendance group, ninety-seven 
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per oent were white, while all other races made up two per 

cent. Ninety-two percent of the poor attendance group were 

of the white race and eight per cent were ot all other races. 

It is to be noted that the writer found the Negro race con

stituted about five per oent of the total enrollment. The 

number and percentage of students according to race classi

f1cat1on is shown 1n Table III. 

Race 

White 

All others 

Totals 

TABLE III · 

RACE CLASSIFICATION 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

81 97 65 92 

2 2 6 8 

83 99 71 100 

Upon investigating the type of tra1.n1ng the stud.ents 

were interested 1n, it was found that eighty-six per cent 

of the perfect attendance group were in the aoadem1o curric

ulum; fourteen per cent were in vocational training. Of the 

poor attendance group ninety-seven per oent were taking aca

demia training; the remainder, three per eent,were olass1-

f1ad as vocational students. Table .lV presents the number 

. and percentage of students 1n aoadem1o or vocational training. 
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durr1 euluni . 

Academia 

Vooational 

Totals 

30 

TABLE .. IV 

TYPE OF CURRICULUM 

Perfect Attendanoe 

·Number Per cent 

71 86 

12 14 

83 100 

-Poor ·Attendance 

Number Per oent 

69 97 

2 3 

71 100 

The writer found sixty-four per oent of the perfect at

tendance group had received 4.1 credits or more for their 

ninth grade year. Thirty-six per cent of this same group 

had 4.o credits or less. In the poor attendance group, the 

writer found forty-nine per cent had 4.1 credits or more, 

and fifty-one per cent with 4.0 credits or less. Table V 

gives the comparison of the perfeot ~nd poor attendance 

groups having 4,1 credits or more with those having 4.0 

credits or less. 

T.ABLE V 

NINTH GRADE CREDIT OF STUDENTS 

Perfeot Attendance Poor Attendance 

Credit Number Per oent Number Per cent 

4.1 or more 53 64 34 4.9 

4.0 or less 30 36 35 .. 51 

Totals 83 100 69 100 
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The writer found the youngest person in the study · to be 

fourteen years of age and the oldest person. to be n1natean 

years or age. Fifty-five per cent of the perfect attendance 

group were fifteen years of age and thirty-four per oent 

sixteen years of age. It should be noted that these two age 

groups are normally considered predominant for the sophomore 

and junior grades. The same two age groups also bad the 

largest peroentage in the nonattendance group; forty-five per 

cent were fifteen ye~rs of age and forty-five per oent were 

sixteen years of age. The number and percentage of students 

in the various age groups are shown in Table. VI. 

TABLE VI 

AGE OF STUDENTS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Age Number Per oent Number Per oent 

14 4 5- l l 

15 46 55 32 45 

16 28 34 32 45 

17 3 3 6- 8 

18 l l 0 0 

19 l l 0 0 

.Tota.ls 83 99 71 99 

Of approximately 1,100 school leavers 1n the study made 
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by Dillo.n, 36 eighty-three per cent were born in the state 

where they were attending school at the time they dropped 

out. 

Table VII shows the birthplace of the students who had 

perfeet attendance and poor attendance. Seventy-five per 

cent of the perfect attendance group said they were born in 

Kansas, while twenty-five per cent said they came from other 

states. In the group having irregular attenda.noe, sixty

eight per cent were native born and thirty-two per cent oame 

from neighboring states. Data from the questionnaires also 

revealed that forty-two per cent of the group from Kansas 

were na.ti.V9 Wiohita.ns. The questionnaires also dlsolosed 

that all students were born 1n the Middle West area • 

Birthplace 

Kansas 

Other States 

Totals 

This study 

.. TABLE V.II 

BIRTHPLACE OF STUDENTS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attenda.noe 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

62 75 48 68 

21 25 23 32 

83 100 71 100 

was set up to provide two extremes as far as 

•ttenda.noe 1s concerned; consequently the per:f'eet atte:ndanee 

3~arold J. Dillon, Earlv School Leavers, Rational Child 
Labor Committee. 1949, 23. 
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group had no tardies. Twenty-one per cent of the poor at-

tendance group were found to have no tardies, while forty

two per cent had one to five tardies. Table VIII presents· 

the number and percentage of tardies for the poor attendance 

group. 

TABLE VIII 

NUMBER OF TARDIES FOR POOR ATTENDANCE GROUP 

Poor .Attendance 

Frequenoy Number Per cent 

0 15 . 21 

1-5" 30 42 

6-10 16 23 

11-15 5 7 

16-20 5 7 

Totals 71 100 

Ea.oh year teachers are asked to rate each student they 

have had in class "high", "average .. , or t11ow" on the follow

ing qualities: in1tlat1ve, dependability, social adaptation, 

emotional control, leadership, and cooperation. The home 

room teachers ·compile the 1nd1 v1dual ratings for ea.ch student 

and the tabulations are recorded in the student's personnel 

reoord. The writer took each individual's composite rating 

and rerated each student "high", "average", or "low", . accord-

ing to the column in which the greatest number of teachers 
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rated him or her. There were very few cases in which two 

columns bad the same number, but in those cases, the writer 

took the highest rating. The teachers rated thirty-a.even . 

per cent of the students in the perfect attendance group .as 

high, sixty-three per ·cent as average, and no per cent as 

low. In the poor attendance group, the teachers rated three 

per cent as high, eighty-one per cent as average, and sixteen 

per cent as low. The personality ratings of the students ac

cording to their teachers are shown in Table IX. 

TABLE -IX. 

PERSONALITY RATINGS BY TEACHERS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Atte:nda.noe 

Ratings Number Per oent Number Per cent 

High 30 37 2 3 

Average 52 6:, 55 81 

Low 0 0 11 .16 

Totals 82 100 68 100 

According to the school records, f1fty-two per cent of 

the perfect attendance group participated in one or more 

extraourr1o:ular act1vities, . wh1le forty-eight per cent were 

shown as not participating in any such activities. In com-

parison the writer found that thirty-six per cent of the non

attendance group participated in one or more activities, and 

sixty-four per cent did not participate 1n extracurricular 
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activities. Table X shows the part1c1pat1on of the two 

groups 1n extra.curricular activities. 

TABLE X 

PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Perfect Attendance . Poor Attendance 

Participation Number Per cent Number Per cent 

One or more Activities 43 52 25 36 

No Activities 39 48 44 6lf. 

Totals 82 100 69 100 

When asked on the questionnaire whether the student 
. 

liked or disliked school, ninety-seven per cent of the stu-

dents having perfect attendance said they liked school, while 

two per cent said they disliked school. In the poor attend

ance group, ninety-one per cent of the students indicated 

that they liked school; the remainder, nine per cent, sa.1d 

they disliked school. Table XI ·g1vas the number and per 

cent of students in ea.oh group who liked or disliked school. 

TABLE XI 

STUDENT'S OPINION or SCHOOL 

Perteet Attendance Poor Attenda.n.ce 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Like School 80 97 64 91 

Dislike School 2 2 6 9 

Totals 82 99 70 100 



The writer found practically the same percentage of 

students in both groups had hobbies. Table XII shows that 

seventy-four per cent of the perfect attendance group said 

they had a hobby, while twenty-six per oent said they. did 

not. In the irregular attendance group, seventy-three per 

cent revealed they had hobbies and twenty-seven per cent · 

sa1d they had none. 

TABLE XII 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS HAVING HOBBIES 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Having Hobbies 61 74 52 73 

Not Having Hobbies 21 26 19 27 

Totals 82 100 71 100 

Table XIII presents the indication of further schooling 

for the students with perfect attendance and those with poor 

at.tendance. Seventy-nine per cent of the first group indi

cated they planned to go to some type of school after com

pleting high school, while twenty per ce.nt said they did not. 

Of the poor attendance group, seventy-two per cent said they 
J 

hoped to further their education and twenty-eight per cent 

said they did not•·-

Pursu 1ng the preceding question still further, the 

writer asked the students the '.~type of education they planned 
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to take. Seventy-one per cent of those having perfect at-

tendance planned to enter college, seventeen per cent were 

undecided, seven per cent planned to enter nursing, and ~our 

per cent planned to take business or technical tra1n1ng. · In 

the poor attendance group, seventy-seven per cent planned to 

enter college; twelve per cent, business or technical school; 

six per cant, nursing; and four per cent were undecided. The 

types of education the perfect and poor attendance groups 

planned to enter are shown in Table XIV. 

TABLE XIII 

STUDENT'S INDICATION OF FURTHEli SCHOOLING 
AFTER COMPLETING HIGH SCHOOL 

Perteet Attendance . Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Further Schooling 62 79 

20 

50 

19 

72 

28 No Further Schooling 16 

Totals 78 99 69 100 

In the study made by Bursoh,37 sixty-seven per cent ot 

the fathers were unskilled laborers, six per cent semi

skilled, eight per cent clerical and semi-professional, and 

three per cent professional. Whether this distribution ·or 

37James F. Bursoh, . "Factors .Associated with Non-attendance 
0f Pupils in Secondary Schools," The Bulletin ;Qi: .!Jl.! National 
Assoo1at1on 2! Seoondary-School .Pr1no1pals, 20:28, March, .. 
1936. 
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the occupational status of the fathers of truant children 

was related in a causal way to this truancy was not 

indicated. 

College 

t Nursing 

TABLE XIV 

KINDS OF EDUCATION ANTICIPATED 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent 

47 

5 

Number Per cent 

Business & Technical 3 

71 

7 

4 

37 

3 

6 

2 

77 

6 

13 

4 Undecided· 11 17 

Totals 66 99 48 100 

The writer of this study found an entirely different 

distribution of the occupational status of the fathers or 

students who had poor attendance.. Twenty-nine per cent of 

the fathers were indicated as pror.ess1onal or managerial; 

twelve per cent as clerical and sales; forty-three per cent 

as skilled; and eight par cent as unskilled. In the perfect 

attendance group, forty-one per oent were revealed as pro

fessional or managerial, thlrte_en per cent ae cler1 cal and 

sales, forty-three per cent as skilled, and no per cent as 

.unskilled. The occupational status was determined by the 

Dictionary of Occupational Titles.38 Table XV reveals the 

38"D1ct1onary or Oocupat1ona.l Titles," Washington D. c., . 
United States Government Printing Office, June, 1939, ix-xv111. 
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occupational status of the fathers of the students. 

TABLE XY 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF FATHERS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Professional 33 41 19 29 

Clerical & Sales 10 13 8 .12 

Service 0 0 2 3 

Agricultural 0 0 2 3 

Skilled 34 43 28 43 

Semi-skilled 2 3 1 2 

Un-skilled 0 0 5 8 

Totals 79 100 65 100 

In Dillon's study39 on school leavers, clerking, res-

taurant work, and selling were given most frequently as the 

oooupation of mothers working outside the home. Approximate-

ly thirty-five per cent of the mothers were engaged in some 

work. 

The occupational status of the mothers was also deter

mined by the Dictionary of Occupational Titles.40 The 

writer of this study found fifty-five per cent of mothers 

of students who had poor attendance were homemakers. The 

39Dillon, _22. ill·, 21. 
40"Dictionary or Occupational Titles," 2£· ill·• 1x-xv111. 
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other forty-five per cent were engaged in some type of work 

outside the home. Thirteen per cent were in professional or 

managerial posi t1ons, eleven per cent in cler1 cal a.n.d sales, 

and eighteen per cent in skilled jobs. In the perfect at

tendance group, seventy per cent of the mothers were home

makers; the remaining thirty per cent were distributed as 

follows: five per cent professional or managerial, ten per 

cent clerical and sales, and eleven per cant skilled. Table 

XVI gives the occupational status or the mothers of students 

with perfect attendance and or those with poor attendance. 

TABLE XVI 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF MOTHERS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per oent Number Per cent 

Homemaker 55 70 39 55 

Professional 4 5 9 13 

Cl-er1ca.l & Sa.las 8 10 8 11 

Service 2 3 2 3 

Agrioultura.l 0 0 0 0 

Skilled 9 11 13 18 

Semi-skilled 1 1 0 0 

Un-skilled 0 0 0 0 

Totals 79 100 71 .100 

Upon investigating the status of the pa.rents, the 
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writer found five per cent of the perfect attendance group 

said their fathers were deceased, ten per cent said their 

mothers were deceased, six per cent reported their parents · 

were separated, ten per cent reporte~ their fathers were 

remarried, while five per cent reported their mothers were 

remarried. In the poor attendance group, seven per cent or 
the fathers were deceased, no mothers were deceased, eleven 

per cent of the parents were separated, four per cent of the 

fathers were remarried, and thirteen per cent of the mothers 

were remarried. Table XVII reveals the status or the par

ents of the students in the study. 

T.ABLE XVII 

STATUS OF PARENTS 

Perfec-t Attendance Poor Attendance 

Father deceased 

Mother deceased 

Parents separated 

Father remarried 

Mother remarried 

Number Per cent 

4 

a 
5 

8 

4 

5 

10 

6 

10 

5 

Number Per cent 

5 

0 

8 

3 

9 

7 

0 

11 

4 

13 

The findings from Dillon's stud/1 also showed that 
about seventy per cent of the school leavers ca.me from homes 

41 Dillon, _sm. cit., 19. 
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where the students lived with both parents; that twenty-two 

per cent lived with one parent and the remainder, eight per 

cent, .lived with relatives, or someone charged with their 

care. 

Table XVIII shows the home status of the students which 

had perfect attendance and students with irregular attend

ance. Eighty-seven per oent of the students having perfect 

attendance lived with both parents. Four per cent reported 

that they ware living with their fathers, seven per cent 

with their mothers, and two per oent with relatives or 

friends. Ot the poor attendance group, eighty-four per oent 

revealed that they lived with both parents, one per cent 

lived with their fathers, thirteen per cent lived with their 

mothers, and one per oent lived with relatives or friends. 

TABLE XVIII 

HOME STATUS OF STUDENTS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Residence Number Per cent Number Per .oent 

Both parents 71 87 57 84 

Father 3 4 1 1 

Mother 6 7 9 13 

Relatives or Friends 2 2 1 l 

Totals 82 100 _ 68 99 
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Dillon42 reported that information was obtained to d1s-

oover whether there was a relationship between the size of 

the ram1ly and the probability of early school leaving. The 

evidence seemed to point to no consistent .relationship. 

The writer of this study also obtained information of 

this kind. Table XIX presents the number of sisters and 

brothers of the students having perfect attendance and of 

students with poor attendance. The greatest number of 

brothers and sisters was eight. This occurred in the per

fect attendance group. Nineteen per cent from this same 

group reported they had no brothers or sisters, while thirty

five per cent said they had one brother or one sister, which 

was the largest per cent reported in this group. In the 

poor attendance group, fourteen par cent revealed they had 

no brothers or sisters, while thirty-six per cent said they 

had one brother or one sister. Likewise, this was the 

largest per cent reported for this group. 

The total number of older brothers was also tabulated 

to sea if any relationship could be shown. Sixty-seven per 

cent 1n the parfeot attendance group said they had no older 

brothers. A very similar percentage., sixty-three per cent, 

1n the poor attendance group also reported they had no older 

brothers. Table XX shows the number of older brothers of 

the students investigated. 

42 Dillon, .2E.• .£.ll., 20. 



TABLE XIX 

NUMBER OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Brothers Number Per cent Number Per cent and Sisters 

0 16 19 10 14 

1 29 35 26 36 

2 16 19 9 13 

3 ·9 11 7 10 

4 5 6 12 17 

5 4 5 5 7 

6 2 2 l 1 

7 0 0 l l 

8 2 2 0 0 

Totals 83 99 71 99 

Table XXI presents the number of older sisters of the 

students. Here a.gain, a similar relationship . existed for 

the two groups. Seventy per cent or the perfect attendance 

group reported they had no older sisters, while seventy-one 

per oent of the poor attendance group reported they had no 

older sisters. 

The writer investigated further to see 1f -there was a 

relationship between regularity of a.ttendanoe at school and 

the number of brothers at home. Fifty-six per cent of each 

group reported they had no brothers at home. Table XXII 

shows tha number of brothers at home. 
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, .. '?ABLE XX 

NUMBER OF OLDER BROTHERS 

Perfeot Attendanoe Poor Atten.danoe 
Older Number Per oent Number Per cent Brothers 

0 56 67 45 63 

1 17 20 14 20 

2 7 8 7 10 

3 1 1 1 1 

4 1 1 3 4 

5 0 0 1 1 

6 0 0 0 0 
,, 

7 1 1 0 0 

Tota.ls 83 98 71 99 

TABLE XXI 

NUMBER OF OLDER SISTERS 

Perteet Att.endanoe Poor A~-tenda:noe 
Older Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Sisters 

0 57 70 50 71 

1 17 21 14 20 

2 5 6 4 6 

. 3 1 1 2 3 

4 1 .1 0 0 

Totals 81 99 70 100 . 
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TABLE XXII 

NUMBER -OF BROTHERS AT HOME 

Perfeot Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per oent Number Per cent 

47 57 39 56 

20 24 16 23 

12 14 11 16 

2 2 3 4 

2 2 l 1 

83 99 70 100 

The number of sisters at home 1s shown 1n Table XX.III. 

For those having no sisters at home, the perfect attendance 

group reported sixty per cent, while the poor attendance 

group reported f1 fty-s1 x par can-t. 

TABLE XXIII 

NUMBER OF SISTffiS AT HOME 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Sisters Number Per oent Number Per cent 

0 50 60 39 56 

1 21 25 22 31 

2 . 8 10 7 10 

3 4 5 2 3 

Totals 83 100 70 100 
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The writer investigated the number of friends or rela

tives living in the home. Table XXIV reveals that seventy

eight per cent of the perfeot attendance group had no 

friends or relatives living in the home. Likewise, ninety

one per cent of the poor attendance group reported that there 

were no friends or relatives living 1n the home. 

TABLE XXIV 

FRIENDS OR RELATIVES LIVING IN THE HOME 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Par cent 

Yes 18 22 6 9 

No 65 78 62 91 

Totals 83 100 68 100 

Many investigations have reported consistently over a 

period of years that illness of the student 1s definitely an 

important factor in nonattendarice in school. 

The writer found no report of student illness for stu

dents in the perfect attendance group. In the poor attend

ance group, sixty-three per cent reported illness lasting a 

week or more. Thirty-six per cent reported no illness last

ing a week or more. Table XXV gives the data concerning stu-

.dent illness lasting a week or more for the students. · A 

variety of illnesses were reported; the one most frequently 

given was flu, colds, or the like. 
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TABLE XXV 

STUDENT ILLNESS LASTING A WEEK OR MORE 

Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent 

Yes 45 6:, 

No 26 36 

Totals 71 99 

Heok43 reports a survey made 1n the Denver schools 

which showed that physical disability oaused fifty per cent 

of the nonattendance • 
. 

In the findings of the present investigation, only six-

teen per cent of the perfect attendance group reported any 

type of physical defects, and eighty-four per cent reported 

none. In the poor- a.ttendanoe group, twenty-four per cent 

said they had some physical detect, and seventy-six per cent 

said they had none. The most dommon defects identified were: 

poor eyes; poor hearing; asthma and hay fever. Table XXVI 

shows the number and percentage of students having physioal 

defe.cts. 

Table XXVII shows the number and peroentage of students 

reporting ser1oua"a!elmeaa in the family. In the perfect 

_attend,9.noe group, only four per cent reported they had some 

43Aroh O. Heck,- Ad.ministration .2f PuD11 Personnel, 1929, 113. 
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serious illness in the family, while in the poor attendance 

group, eighteen per cent reported they had some serious 

illness in the family. 

Yes 

No 

Totals 

Yes 

No 

Totals 

TABLE XXVI 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS HAVING PHYSICAL DEFECTS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

13 16 17 24 

68 84 53 76 

81 100 70 100 

TABLE XX.VII 

SICKNESS IN THE FAMILY 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent 

4 

79 

83 

5 

95 

100 

Number Per cent 

13 

58 

71 

18 

82 

100 

When students were asked their opinion as to the con

dition ot their health, no students in the perfect attend

ance group said their health was poor, eighteen per cent 

said their health was average, and eighty-two per cent re

ported their health was good. No students in the poor at~ 

tenda.noa group checked their health as poor. Forty-nine per 
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oent said their health was average, a.nd fifty-one per oent 

reported their health as good. Table XXVIII gives the 

opinions of the students as to the condition of their health • 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Totals 

. TABLE XXVIII 

HEALTH OF STUDENTS 

Perfect Attendance 

Number Per oent 

68 82 

15 18 

0 0 

83 100 

Poor Attendance 

tfumber Per cent 

36 51 

35 49 

0 0 

71 100 

When D1llon44 interviewed former students and asked 

them to give their reasons for leaving school, thirty-six per 

oen t 11 s tad .. Pref erred work to school • '' 

The writer attempted to find whether a similar relation

ship existed in the present study. In the poor attendance 

group, sixty-one par cent said they had been employed during 

the sohool year; thirty-nine per cent said they did not hold 

jobs. In the perfect attendance group, a slightly smaller 

percentage, fifty-seven per cent, reported that they were 

working; forty-three per cent replied that they did not have 

. jobs. Table XXIX gives the data regarding the employment of 

students. 

44 4 Dillon, 2.12.• . ,ill., 9. 
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Not Employed 

Totg,ls 

51 

TABLE XXIX 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS EMPLOYED 

Perfeot Attendanoe Poor Attandanoe 

Number Per oent 

45 

34 

79 

57 

43 

100 

Number Per oent 

43 

28 

71 

61 

39 

100 

Sinoe more than half of the students in both groups 

worked while attending school, the writer sought to find the 

number of hours the students worked. The greatest percent

age of employed students 1n both groups worked from eleven to 

twenty hours a week--twenty-seven per cent 1n the perfect at

tendance group and forty-two par cent in the poor attendance 

group. However, twenty-three per cent of employed students 

with perfect attendance reported they worked from forty-one 

to f1fty hours a week, while only seven per cent of employed 

students in the poor attendance group said they worked as 

many hours. Table XXX gives the number of hours the students 

worked while attending school. 

There was very little difference between the percentages 

or the two groups of students who reported that they had to 

contribute to the support of their families. The number and 

percentage of students that had to help support their. fami

lies 1s shown 1n Table XXXI. Only two per cent 1n the per

fect attendance group replied that they had to help 1n the 
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support of their families, while three per oent in the poor 

attendance group said they had to help. 

TABLE XXX 

NUMBER OF HOURS STUDENTS WERE EMPLOYED 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Hours per week Number Per cent Number Per cent 

0-10 5 10 5 12 

11-20 13 27 17 42 

21-30 8 17 11 27 

31-40 11 23 4 10 

41-50 11 23 3 7 

Totals 48 100 40 98 

TABLE XX.XI 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO CONTRIBUTED 
TO THE SUPPORT OF THEIR FAMILIES 

Perteet Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number . Per cent Number Per cant 

Answered No 80 97 65 97 

Answered Partly 2 2 2 3 

Answered Yes 0 0 0 0 

Totals 82 99 71 100 

Uniformly low test scores, D1llon45 reported, do not 

45 Dillon, .QI?• c1t., 34. 
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seem to be characteristic of the "early school lasvers," 

since five per cent had intelligence quotients above 114, 

nearly one-fifth were above 105, and almost forty per cent 

fell within the group having 1ntel11gence quotients of 95 

or over. 

Bursch46 also noted that fifteen per cent of the pupils 

who dropped out of school were above average in mental 

ab111ty as measured in group mental tests, while forty per 

cent were average in mental abi11 ty. 

In the present investigation, the writer found infor

mation sufficient to compare students on the Terman-Mc Nema.r 

-Test of Mental Ability, and on the Otis Quick-Scoring Mental 

Ability Test. 

Table XXXII shows the distribution of intelligence quo-

tients derived from the Terman-Mc Nemar Teat scores for stu

dents in the two groups. The writer found that thirty-one 

per cent of the perfect attendance group had intelligence 

quotients above 120, while thirty-three per cent of the poor 

attendance group were in the same category. It 1a to be 

noted that seventy-eight per cant of the perfect attendance 

group had intelligence quotients of 100 or above and seventy

four per cent of the poor attendance group also had intelli

gence quotients of 100 or above. 

46 . 
Bursch, .QE • . ill•, 28. 
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TABLE XXXII 

DISTRIBUTION OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS 
DERIVED FROM TERMAl~~MC NEMAR TEST SCORES 

Perfect Attendance · Poor Attendance 
Intelligence 
Quotient 

150-159 

140-149 

130-139 

120-129 

110-119 

100-109 

90-99 

80-89 

70-79 

60-69 

50-59 

Totals 

Number Per cant 

0 

5 

5 

10 

17 

14 

8 

4 

2 

0 

1 

66 

0 

8 

8 

15 

26 

21 

12 

6 

3 

0 

1 

100 

Number Per cent 

2 

0 

4 

12 

12 

10 

10 

3 

0 

0 

0 

53 

4' 

0 

7 

22 

22 

19 

19 

6 

0 

0 

0 

99 

In the distribution ot the 1ntell1genoe quotients de

rived from the Otis Test scores, the writer found that ten 

per cent in each group had intelligence quotients above 120. 

Sixty-seven per cant of the perfect attendance group had in

telligence quotients of 100 or above, while fifty-two per 

cent of ~ha irregular attendance group had 1ntell1genoe quo

tients G,f 100 or above. It is to be noted that the highest 

and lowest 1ntell1genoe quotients were found in the poor 
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attendance and perfect attendance groups respectively. · 

TABLE XXXI I I 

DISTRIBUTION OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS 
DERIVED FROM OTIS TEST SCORES 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendan.ce 
Intelligence 
Quotient 

130-139 

120-129 

110-119 

100-109 

90-99 

80-89 

70-79 

Totals 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

0 

8 

23 

24 

18 

8 

l 

82 

0 

10 

28 

29 

22 

10 

1 

100 

1 

6 

13 

16 

20 

10 

3 

69 

1 

9 

19 

23 

29 

15 

4 

100 

The writer tried to discover whether there was any posi

tive relationship between church membership and school at

tendance. Table XX.XIV reveals the number and percentage of 

students having church membership. Sixty-three per cent of 

the perfect attendance group said they belonged to some 

church group, wh1le seventy-seven per cent of the poor at

tendance group reported they were church members. 

A further 1nveat1gat1on regarding classification ot stu

dents as to whether . they were Protestant, Jewish, or Catho

lic, the writer found no Jewish students, and very few Catho

lic students. It should be noted that many of the Catholic 
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students attend St. Mary's High School 1n Wichita; conse

quently the number expected would ba small. In Table XXXV 

is shown the distribution of students as to religion. 

Ninety-five per cant of the perfect attendance group said 

they were Protestant, while ninety-seven per cent of the 

poor attendance group gave the same report. 

TABLE XXXIV 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP OF STUDENTS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Members 51 64 55 77 

Non-members 29 36 16 23 

Totals 80 100 71 100 

TABLE XXXV . 

RELIGIOUS FAITH OF STUDENTS 

Perfect Attendance ~or Attendance 

Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Protestant 76 95 64 97 

All Others 4 5 2 3 

Totals 80 100 68 100 

Table XX.XVI shows the church attendance for the stu

dents of the perfect and poor attendance groups. Thirty-five 

per cent of the perfect attendance group said they attended 
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every Sunday. Sixty-seven per cent were recorded as attend-

ing one-half the time or more. while sixteen per cent said 

they did not attend at all. In the poor attendance group~ 

twenty-five par cent reported that they attended every Sun

day, sixty-six per cent said they attended one-half the time 

or more, and fifteen per cent said they did not attend. 

TABLE XXXVI 

CHURCH ATT&~DANCE OF STUDENTS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Frequency Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Every Sunday 29 35 18 25 

3 out of 4 22 26 16 23 

2 out of 4 5 6 13 18 

1 out of 4 14 17 13 18 

None 13 16 11 15 

Totals 83 100 71 99 

The writer also asked the students to give information 

regarding the frequenoy of their parents' church attendance. 

It was f~und that twenty-three per cant of the students of 

the perfect attendance group indicated that their parents at

tended church every Sunday. Fifty-eight per cent said their 

_parents attended one-half the time or more, while twenty-six 

per cent said their parents did not attend. In the p_oor at

tendance group, eighteen per cent reported that their parents 
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attended every Sunday, fifty-four per cent stated that their 

parents attended one-half the time or more, and thirty-two 

per cent said their parents did not attend church. Table · 

XXXVII shows the church attendance for the parents of the 

students. 

TABLE XX.XVII 

CHURCH ATTENDA.~CE OF PARENTS 

Perfect Attendance Poor Attendance 

Frequency_ Number Per cent Number Per cent 

Every Sunday 19 23 13 18 

3 out of 4 15 18 12 17 

2 out of 4 14 17 14 20 

1 out of 4 13 16 9 13 

None 22 26 23 32 

Totals 83 100 71 100 
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Statistical Sign1gioance 
of Obtained Differences 

Up to this point data regarding the relationship be

tween several factors and school attendance have been pre

sented. In almost every instance, a difference in percent

ages existed between the perfect and-poor attendance groups. 

But if the study stopped here, the meaning of the results 

would be somewhat obscure. 

It ls hoped that the individuals studied form a repre

sentative sample of a far larger group, perhaps all the stu

dents of Wichita High School Ea.st for several years to come, 

or even students 1n other high schools comparable to Wichita 

High School East. If this be true, the question arises: 

which of the obtained differences might have arisen through 

fluctuation in sampling, and which of the differences are 

statistically significant? In other words, how many of the 

differences between percentages d1soovered in this investi

gation would continue to exist .if other samples were used, 

and hence may be assumed to be oharacterist1c of the two 

groups. 

To answer this question, use ls made of the standard 

error of a difference between percentages. This estimate 

permits us to describe the distribution that a population of 

. such differences should follow and therefore, to ascribe a 

probability for the occurrence of a difference as great as or 

greater than the one observed as a chance fluctuation. Con

version or the observed difference to a standard score per-
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m1ts the use of normal probability tables as the source tor 

the statement of probab111ty.47 

Tables XXXVIII and XXXIX list the factors held in this 

analysis to show a statistically s1gn1fioant difference be

tween the two groups. The data are grouped further in Table 

XXXVIII as factors associated with good attendance and the 

approximate chances that a true difference exists between 

percentages for the two groups. Table XXXIX shows those 

factors associated with poor attendance and the approximate 

chances that a true difference exists between percentages 

for the two groups. There is no universal agreement as to 

Just when a difference is statistically significant. Some 

insist that the chances should be at least 95 .in 100; others 

impose a stronger condition, perhaps 99 in 100; still others 

use the criterion that the ratio obtained by dividing the 

difference by the standard error of the difference must ex• 

oeed 2.5 or possibly 3. 

Somewhat arbitrarily, since this is in fact a matter of 

personal choice, a dividing line has been drawn in Table 

XXXVIII and 1n Table XX.XIX. There are at least 95 chances 

in 100 that for factors above the line the differences be

tween percentages for the two attendance groups are 

statistically significant. It is felt that the .05 level 

is appropriate since we are concerned in this study with a 

47Henry E. Garrett, Statistics.!!! Psychology !!19:, Education. 
1940, 213. 
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number of factors, the favorable value of which support at

tendance. The aggregative probability, when interpreted in 

this manner, is impressive. Obviously any one wishing to · 

use the results could impose a stronger or weaker standard. 

Certainly if the cha.noes of a true difference a.re perhaps 

only 50 to 60 1n 100, the factor should be disregarded. For 

those factors which appear to have 100 chances in 100, the 

probability that the obtained differences could not have 

arisen through chance is considered to be of statistical 

certainty. 

TABLE XXXVIII 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH GOOD ATTENDANCE 
WITH THE APPROXIMATE CH~~CES THAT A TRUE 

DIFFERENCE EXISTS BEl'WEEN PERCENTAGES 

Table Factors _Q_ 
<fo 

IX. Personality Rating (High) 5.97 

XXVIII. Student~s Health (Good) 4.31 

XVI. Mother's Occupation (Homemaker) 3.95 

XXXIII. Otis Test Scores (100 I. Q. or 
over) 2.94 

v. Ninth Grade Credit (4.1 units 
or more) 1.90 

x. Extracurricular Activities 
(One or more) 1.82 

XI. Opinion of School (Likes 
school) 1.80 

~~-------~-~--------~-~~------------
II. Grade Classification 

(S~phomore) 1.54 

Chances 
in 100 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

99.a 

97. 

96. 

96. 

93. 
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TABLE XXXVIII (continued) 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH GOOD ATTENDANCE 
WITH THE APPROXIMATE CHANCES THAT A TRUE 

DIFFEREi.'lCE EXISTS BETWEEN PERCENTAGES 

Table 

VI. 

I. 

III. 

XX.XVI. 

VII. 

XIII. 

XIX. 

XXXVII. 

xv. 

XVIII. 

xx. 
XXIII. 

Factors 

Age of Student (Age 15) 

Sex of Student (Male) 

Race Classification (White) 

Church Attendance of Student 
(Every Sunday) 

Birthplace of Student 
( Kansas) 

Further 100.uoation (Go to school 
after completing high s_ohool) 

Number of Brothers and Sisters 
(None) 

Church Attendance or Pa.rents 
( Every Sunday) 

Father's Occupation 
(Professional) 

Home Status {Lives with both 
parents). 

Number of Older Brothers (None) 

Number of Sisters at Home (None) 

XXXII. Terman-Mc Nemar Test Scores 
(100 I. Q. or over} 

XII. Has a. Hobby 

XXII. Number or . Brothers at Home 
( None} 

1.37 

1.35 

1.35 

1.00 

. 99 

.85 

.78 

• 65 

• 52 

.52 

.51 

.50 

• 14 

.13 

Cha.noes 
in 100 

92. 

91. 

91. 

90. 

84. 

84 . 

80. 

79. 

74 . 

69 • 

69. 

69. 

69-

56 • 

56. 
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TABLE XXXIX 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH POOR ATTENDANCE 
WITH THE APPROXIMATE CHANCES THAT A TRUE 

DIFFERENCE EXISTS BETWEEN PERCENTAGES 

Table Factors JL 
<Tr:, 

xxv. · Student Illness ( Lasting a 
week or more) 12.11 

IX. Personal! ty Ra.ting ( Average) 3.64 

XXIV. Others Living in the Home {No) 3.38 

VIII. Tardies (One to five) 2.83 

IV. Type of Curriculum {Academic) 2.75 

XXVII. Sickness in Family ( Yes) 2.56 

IX. Personality Rating (Low) 2.54 

xv. Father's Occupation 
(Un-skilled) 1.75 

-----------------~----------------~~ 
XXX. Student's Employment (11-20 

hours per week) 1.51 

II. Grade Class1t1oat1on ·(Junior) 1 .41 

XX.XVI. Church Attendance of Student 
(One-half the time or more) 1.39 

VI. Age of Student (Age 16) 1.39 

XXVI. Physical Defects (Yes) 1.25 

XX.XVII. Church Attendance of Parents 
( None) 1.23 

XXX. Student's Employme~t (21-30 
hours per week) 1.19 

XVII. Status of Parents (Separated) 1.11 

XXXIV. Church Membership (Members) 1.09 

Chances 
in 100 

100.0 

100.0 

le}O.O 

99.7 

99.7 

99.5 

99.4 

96. 

93. 

92. 

92. 

92. 

89. 

89. 

88. 

86. 

86. 
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TABLE XXXIX ( continued) 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH POOR ATTENDA.i.~CE 
WITH THE APPROXIMATE CHANCES THAT A TRUE 

DIFFERENCE EXISTS BEI'WEEN PERCENTAGES 

Tables Factors ~ 
<:ro 

XIV . . Kind of Education Ant1oipated 
(College) . • 69 

xx.xv. Religious Fa1 th (Protestant) · • 64 

XVI. Mother's Ooouyat1on 
(Professional .56 

XXIX. Student Employed (Employed) .50 

XXXI. Helps support the Family 
(Partly) .40 

~ 

XXXVII. Church Attendance of Parents 
(One-half the time or more) • 38 

XX.I. Number of Older Sisters (None) . 14 

XIX. Number of Brothers and Sisters 
( One) .14 

Chances 
1n 100 

76 • 

74 . 

71. 

69. 

65. 

65 • 

56 • 

56. 



CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The writer would like to emphasize again that the 11st 

of possible factors affecting attendance at school was not 

exhausted in the present investigation. Should an attempt 

be made to ·1nclude all possible factors, the study would be 

of necessity beyond the competence of this research design 
·' I 

and probably would require the attent1oq of many individuals. 

The factors found to be assoo1ated .w1~h good attendance 

in this study are listed 1n Table XXXVIII. For seven of 

these factors the chances are at· least 95 in 100 that a true 

difference exists between the perfect attendance group and 

the poor attendance group. These differences are inter

preted as statistically significant. The seven factors are: 

Personality Rating (High) 

Student's Health (Good) 

Mother's Occupation (Homemaker) 

Otis Test Scores (100 I. Q. or more) 

Ninth Grade Credit (4.1 units or more) . 

Extracurricular Activities (One or more) 

Opinion of School (Likes School) 

The factors found to be associated with poor attend

ance are listed in Table XXXIX. For eight of these factors 

the chances are at least 95 in 100 that a true difference 

exists between the perfect attendance group and the poor 

attendance group. These differences are interpreted as 

65 
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statistically significant. The eight factors are: 

Student Illness (Lasting a week or more) 

Personality Rating (Average) 

Others Living in the Home (No) 

Tardies (One to five) 

Type of Curriculum (Academic) 

Sickness in the Family (Yes) 

Personality Rating (Low) 

Father's Occupation (Un-skilled) 

It should be noted that this study has attempted to pre

sent a summary of some factors which appear to be related to 

good and .poor attendance. The study does not predict the de

gree of frequency with which a factor must occur before it 

may be considered critical ·. The author recognizes that the 

true 1mport3.nce of some fa·ctors did not appear because the 

data. available did not afford the opportunity for such 

factors to appear. For example, the economic status of the 

home did not appear as an important factor, while it has 

been reported as .an important factor in some studies of a 

similar nature. 

The writer hopes- that attendance workers and counselors 

may be able to make use of the findings of this investigation 

to help students avoid undes1ra.ble circumstances which often 

· accompany irregular. attendance at school. 

In conclusion, it may be suggested that 1n a fti~ther re

search on problems of school attendance a case study technique 

might discover factors which a questionnaire does not reveal. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE TO PUPILS 
Name ____________________________ _ 

Cheak one: White_ Indian_ Chinese_ Negro_ Mex1aan~ 

Japanese_ Other_, if so . what? _______ _ 

Father's oaaupat1on last year _______________ ~ 

Mother's ocoupat1on last year _______________ _ 

Cheak: 
Father_ Father 

Dead Parents separated_ Remarried -
Mother_ Mother_ 

Pupil lived with la.st year. (Cheok only one) 

Both parents_ Father_ Mother_ Grandparents_ Sister_ 

Brother Cousin Uncle Aunt Guardian Other_ - ------ . ,__, - --
If other· speo1fy whom. ___________________ _ 

Do you like school?_ Do you have a hobby?_ What? ___ _ 

How many brothers and sisters have you? __________ _ 

How many older than you? ___ Boys ___ Girls __ _ 

How many sisters were home last year?_ How many brothers_ 

Did any other friends or relati'ves live in your home la.st 

year? __ _ If so, whom? __________________ _ 

Was there any serious s1akness 1n your family last year?_ 

If so, what? ________________________ _ 

D1d you have any illness that kept you out of school more 

than a week last year?_ If so, what? __________ _ 

Do you consider your health good_, average_, poor __ _ 

Is anyone dependent on you for support? No_ 

Yes, completely ____ Yes, partly ___ _ 
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_ QUESTIONNAIRE ( continued) 

Were you employed last year?_ Type of work. _______ _ 

How many hours did you work per week? ___________ _ 

Do you plan to go to any school after high school? ____ _ 

What? ---------------------------
Were you a member of a church last year?_ What church_ 

Check one: Protestant_ Jewish_ Catholic_ Other __ _ 
Ir other, specify _____________________ _ 

Do you have any physical defects?_ What? ________ _ 

Last year did you attend either church school or religious 

serv1ce----Every Sunday __ _ 

• 3 out of 4 

2 out of 4 

1 out of 4 

None 

Last year did your parents attend either church school or 

religious service----Every Sunday 

3 out of 4 

2 out of 4 

1 out of 4 

None 
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