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University Libraries is pleased to welcome Melissa Mallon. Melissa joined the
faculty in RSG as a Research and Information Services Librarian on Monday,
October 11. Melissa received her Master of Library and Information Science
from Louisiana State University. She comes to us from the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown where she has been serving as Library Instruction Coordinator/Reference Librarian. A special reception for all our new employees
will take place in the near future.
Until then, please take a moment
to introduce yourself and welcome
Melissa to the library.
A special thanks is extended to all
of the library faculty and staff
members that served on the 5
search committees and to Nan
Myers for her tireless work as the
chair of the committees. Once
again, we welcome Robyn Tiemeyer, Ruth Harries, Marlene
Hoglund, Nick Wyant and Melissa
Mallon to the library!

7th Annual Poetry and Fiction Reading Series
University Libraries and the Department of English will be presenting the 7th
Annual Poetry and Fiction Reading Series for Fall 2010 and Spring 2011. The first
event will feature Scott Blackwood, Director, MFA Creative Writing Program,
Roosevelt University, Illinois. He is an award-winning writer of books and stories and the WSU Visiting Fiction Writer in Residence. His reading will be Thursday, October 28, noon—1:00 PM by Special Collections. Light refreshments will
be served.
Future Events will be:
Jeanine Hathaway, WSU Professor, Department of English, Sunday, November
14, 3:30—5:00 PM
MFA Student Fiction Writers, WSU Creative Writing Program, Thursday, December, 2, noon—1:00 PM
Sarah Bagby, Watermark Books and Café, Thursday, February 24, noon—1:00
PM
Jessica Garrett, PhD Candidate, University of Missouri, Thursday, April 7,
noon—1:00 PM
Michael McGriff, Jones Lecturer in Creative Writing, Stanford Univ., Thursday, April 14, noon-1:00 PM
MFA Student Poets, WSU Creative Writing Program, Thursday, April 28, noon1:00 PM

Collaboration
The WSU Libraries has started a
pilot program to serve students at
the Rhatigan Student Center. On
Tuesdays, from 11-1, the library is
staffing a table offering library
assistance. In addition, the Unified
Help Desk is also there to offer
computer and wireless
troubleshooting. The tables are
located by the information desk on
the first floor of the RSC. Student
reaction to this outreach service has
been very positive as they
appreciate having another way to

get research and computer help
without needing to make a special
trip to the library.
Staff involved in this project include
Nan Myers, Angie Paul, Nick Wyant,
Melissa Mallon, Lyndsay
Smanz, Ruth Harries,
Robyn Tiemeyer, along
with Muhammad Usmani
and Systems Department
students.
Pictured Left: Jamshaid Siddiqui, Allen Tang and RichardHuynh
Right: Lyndsay Smanz, Cody Lawrence, and Kendall Cooper

Music Library
The Music Library is up and running
in its temporary location at Jardine
306. It was a tight squeeze, but all
of the scores were able to be placed
in the Jardine 306 location. Due to
concerns about potential water
damage, the LPs will be moved out

of Duerksen over the next two weeks
to a temporary location in Ablah
compact shelving. Once in compact
shelving, the LPs will be unavailable
for use. The bid process for
remodeling the Music Library’s final
location in Jardine has begun. Once

the bid has been awarded, Physical
Plant expects the remodeling project
to take approximately 90 days and
be completed during the early
spring.

New Book Jacket Browse Feature Added to OPAC
Check out the new browse feature added to the bottom of each full OPAC record. The book jacket scroll feature is
designed to help users virtually browse the stacks. Thanks go out to Gemma Blackburn and Erik Mallory for implementing this enhancement.

An Article: “Assessing Your Vendors’ Viability”
An article by Kathy Downes and Ginger Williams, “Assessing Your Vendors’ Viability,” appeared in the latest issue of
The Serials Librarian. Kathy and Ginger discuss ways of monitoring major vendors so the library can avoid service
interruptions such as those that many libraries suffered during the Faxon subscription agency bankruptcy.

Faculty Members On the Road
Nick Wyant presented, “Assessing
the User Friendliness of Your Website,” at the Iowa Library Association on Friday, October 15.
Nan Myers will be attending the
Federal Depository Library Conference in Washington, DC from October 18-20. While there, she will
present a 90-minute program titled: Documents Data Miner 2:
Essential Uses. The program is a
“best practices” overview of DDM2,
an online set of tools for managing
federal depository collections which
can be found at http://
govdoc.wichita.edu/ddm2/. In adOctober 18, 2010

dition, the program will review ten
years of DDM2 statistics and will
feature several “specialized uses”
of its tools presented by Government Printing Office education/
outreach staffer Ashley Dahlen.
Susan Matveyeva and Mary Liz
Jameson (Dept. of Biological Sciences) presented at the annual
Great Plains Plant Systematics
Meeting at the K-State Konza Conference Center, Manhattan, KS, on
October 8. Their presentation
“Wichita State Virtual Herbarium:
Filling Critical Gap” prepared with
collaboration of Leland Russell

(Dept. of Biological Sciences), Sai
Deng, and Steven Scott (Univ. of
Nebraska-Lincoln) was well received. SOAR WSU Virtual Herbarium is the growing collection of
plants collected by WSU botanists
for over the century.
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Remembering
Dr. H. Craig Miner
When Dr. H. Craig Miner’s “A Most
Magnificent Machine: America
Adopts the Railroad, 18251862,” arrived at the library this
October his kind tribute was
discovered: “As always, and more
than ever, I am grateful to my
wife, Susan, for a lifetime of love
and support in all conditions. I am
especially appreciative, too, to
Wichita State University,
particularly the library, for
providing me with some unique
materials, and to the Garvey
family for support of my
professorship.”
Catalog record for Dr. Miner’s
Book:
http://libcat.wichita.edu/vwebv/
holdingsInfo?bibId=%0A1427735

WSU Libraries joins the rest of the
University in mourning the recent
death of Dr. H. Craig Miner, the
Willard W. Garvey Professor of
Business History. Dr. Miner was an
outstanding scholar of Kansas
history, a master teacher and a
prolific author of 35 books and
numerous articles. He was also an
avid supporter of WSU Libraries
and its resources, particularly its
primary source databases of
newspapers, including 19th Century
U.S. Newspapers and America’s
Historical Newspapers. He relied
on these sources and extolled their
benefits on many occasions to his
students and to members of the
larger Wichita community. The
research for several of his recent
books is largely derived from
these sources, including Seeding
Civil War: Kansas in the National
News, 1854-1858, and his most
recent book, A Most Magnificent
Machine: America Adopts the
Railroad, 1825-1862. Dr. Miner
also contributed his materials from
his long and active membership in
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the Wichita Bibliophiles to Special
Collections, and it is now part of
the recently processed Wichita
Bibliophiles Collection. Library
Associates will have a program
celebrating the opening of this
collection to the public and
dedicated to Dr. Miner’s memory
on Sunday, December 5, 2010, at 2
p.m. in Special Collections.
Dr. Lorraine Madway
Memories of Dr. Miner
“I had the privilege of working
with Dr. Miner on History Day when
I worked at the Conference Office
here on campus. History Day was
an opportunity to get 200-300
middle and high school aged kids
to campus to participate in a
program to engage them in
learning history. Dr. Miner
believed in this program and
worked hard to ensure that the
program was successful and
memorable for the participating
students. I am glad that I had the
chance to work on this fun and
meaningful project with Dr.
Miner.” Stephanie Sauls

“I have fond memories of Dr. Craig
Miner. He was truly a special
person. I took his first Wichita
History class when it was held in
the evening at the Epic
Center. What a beautiful view of
the city from there. The first thing
he had us do was to write a short
paper on why we were taking this
class. I often wondered if he did
that because I was in the class. At
that time I had already been
researching Wichita’s history for
some time and was volunteering for
the city historian. During that time
the centennial for the old Sedgwick
County Courthouse was taking
place and a copy of Dr. Miner’s new
book, Wichita, The Magic City was
placed in the time capsule. I
always wished we would have

made a copy of what he wrote
inside the book because it was so
meaningful. I had the pleasure to
work with Dr. Miner on several
Wichita history projects, including
research for his book Uncloistered
halls: the centennial history of
Wichita State University. I recall
many times when I found
something neat I was researching
in the local newspapers I would ask
him if he knew something about
it. He would tell me I always tried to
“stump the professor.” It has been
an honor for me to have been
acknowledged in some of his
books. And, he was excited for me
when my new book In the Whirligig
of Time was published by the
Wichita/Sedgwick County Historical
Museum. I am very proud to call
Dr. Miner and his wife Suzi, my
friends. Our paths crossed many
times in various historical
organizations. His love for history
and our state has been shown in
the vast number of books he has
written. My heart was saddened
when I learned he passed away. I
had the privilege to attend Dr.
Miner’s memorial service. It was an
experience I shall never forget. He
touched many lives not only in local
and state history, but in so many
other areas as well. He was a very
gifted person and he will truly be
missed.” Beverly Henline

LIBRARIES VISION STATEMENT
Explore...Enlighten...Empower

W S U L i b ra r i e s
1845 Fairmount
Wichita, KS 67260-0068
Phone: 316-978-3586
Fax: 316-978-3734

Explore...Enlighten...Empower

libraries.wichita.edu
/ablah/

LIBRARIES MISSION STATEMENT AND GUIDING
PRINCIPLES
The mission of Wichita State University Libraries is to make available the information resources necessary for learning, teaching, and
research and to provide the services that enable students, faculty,
and staff to use these resources. University Libraries also supports
the University’s service mission by providing community and statewide access to its resources.
· We put the needs of the library client first in all matters.
· We provide services ethically and with respect for intellectual,
ethnic, racial, socio-economic, cultural, and physical diversity.
· We work together cooperatively and as a team to provide the highest quality of services.
· Our decisions and activities are guided by fiscal responsibility and
sound management practices and principles.
· We embrace continuous improvement in response to a constantly
evolving environment.
· We are a unique bridge between multi-discipline college departments, campus services, and administrative units.

From the Archives
Or “Tales From the Crypt”
A ghost? On campus? Can it really
be? According to an article entitled, “Things that go bump in
Wilner and other spooky stories,”
published in the October 31, 1997
edition of the Sunflower, there
could be. The fine arts students
named the ghost believed to inhabit Wilner Auditorium, “George”
after Dr. George Wilner. Dr. Wilner
joined Fairmount College as the
head of speech and theater in 1923
and retired in 1960. Wilner Auditorium was built in 1938 to fill the
need of an auditorium and commons building on campus.
In the article, “George” was credited with various reports of thumping, tapping, and scratching noises

coming from the basement. Betty
Monroe, professor, School of Performance Arts, described an incident in a small room in Wilner
where “a box just fell off a shelf,
knocking the door shut and turning
the light
off.” She
went on to
say, “I was
stuck for a
few minutes.
I got out of
there real
quick once I
was able to
open the
door.”

To read this article and find out
where other ghosts are located on
campus, please contact Stephanie
Sauls or Mary Nelson.

