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ABSTRACT 

This research attempted to uncover the effects, 

if any, that the pronouncements of Gerald Burton Winrod, 

an evangelist from Wichita, Kansa~, had upon President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, the New Deal, and the American 

people. To understand the rationale of Winrod, a complete 

study of his life was made. Included in this study 

was Winrod's success as a crusader for the fundamentalists 

during the religious controversies of the 1920s. This 

investigation revealed that Winrod came from a simple, 

small town background, and he viewed change of any 

kind as dangerous and unholy. Throughout his life, 

Winrod opposed liberal thinkers and innovative ideas 

even if the results would have been beneficial to the 

American people. 

Diligent study revealed that Winrod did little 

to effect change during his lifetime. The solution 

to what he believed were the problems of the 1930s 

were not only prayer and salvation but the condemnation 

of liberal thinkers and their ideas. Winrod was a 

voice for those who were disenchanted with the Roosevelt 

administration and a beacon to those bent on racism 

and bigotry. 
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CHAPTER I 

IN THE BEGINNING 

Few people today remember Gerald Burton Winrod, 

but during the first half of the twentieth century, 

he was quite well known throughout the United States 

and Canada as one of the "greatest pulpit orators" of 

the fundamentalist Christian faith. 1 The 1932 Prohibition 

Party's presidential candidate, William B. Upshaw, hailed 

Winrod as a "dynamo of sanctified ~nergy" determined 

to be a "defender of the faith." With little formal 

education, Winrod used his dynamic and charismatic 

personality plus his considerable writing skills to 

attract thousands of faithful and devoted followers. 

During the early years of his religious activism, 

Winrod strongly denounced the theory of evolution and 

modernism that he believed\ had begun to infiltrate most 

of the Protestant churches during the 1920s. He constantly 

asserted that these two concepts were the primary cause 

of the weakening of morality in American society. 

As the modernist and evolutionary fervor subsided 

111 . d . . . " Dr. Gerald B. W1nro is Corning Our Way, Beaumont 
(Texas) The New Deal, September 1933, 1; Winrod Collection, 

1 
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1n the 1930s, and as he became more entrenched against 

change of any kind, Winrod shifted his focus and argued 

that the paths to atheism were Communism and Fascism. 

Moreover, he regarded the liberal ideas of Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, the Brains Trust, and many New Deal 

policies as potential threats to religion and to the 

accepted values in American society. He was just as 

adamant in his denunciations of these new enemies as 

he had been a decade earlier. 

During the 1930s and 1940s Winrod lectured against 

the "International Jew." Winrod used his writings, 

speeches, and sermons to confirm that Roosevelt's ancestors 

were Jewish. According to the evangelist, this 

confirmation explained why the president leaned towards 

Communism. During these years, Winrod allegedly espoused 

Nazism and anti-Semitism in his writings and orations. 

As -a result, he lost many admirers, suffered public 

humiliation, and some financial losses. Winrod had 

stepped too far in his quest to keep the Church and 
\ 

the United States from embracing the twentieth century. 

Undaunted, Winrod continued to assault his perceived 

enemies until his death in 1957. 

John Wesley Winrod, Gerald Burton Winrod's father, 

was the youngest of seven children. He grew up on a 

Special Collections, Ablah Library, Wichita State 
University, Wichita, Kansas. 
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farm 1n Linn County, .Missouri. His father did not allow 

John or the rest of the family to attend organized church 

services. The elder Winrod considered it a waste of 

time when there were so many farm chores to do. John, 

however, did have a marginal introduction to religion 

as table prayers were recited and passages from the · 

Bible were read in the evenings at home. 2 

When he was seventeen, John left the family farm 

and drifted about Missouri enjoying such diversions 

as drinking, dancing, -and fighting. After one particular 

weekend of wild revelry, John accepted an invitation 

to attend a small Baptist church near Slater, Missouri. 

There he "experienced a sweet in-feeling of love and 

peace," and he "felt like" he "would never take another 

drink or fight again." This sentiment, however, was 

only fleeting because he soon returned to his old habits. 

A few months later, unable to face his fellow church 

members, John quietly slipped out of town leaving twenty 

acres of wheat and some livestock behind, and headed 

to Kansas. 3 

John drifted about Kansas for several months until 

he met a young woman in Wichita named Mabel Craig, who 

was a very devout Christian. After a brief courtship 

2Reverend J. W. Winrod, Redeeming . the Years the 
Locust Hath Eaten: A Condensed Autobiography ( Wichita, 
KS.: Defender Publishers, 1932), 1-13. 

3rbid., 15-17. 
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they were married on . April 16, 1899. Unable to find 

any other employment, John eventually accepted the position 

of bartender at the Old Four Ten Saloon to provide for 

his wife. Despite Mabel's strong religious faith, John, 

once again, resumed his drinking and carousing. 4 

Although Kansas had been orie of the first states 

to pass a constitutional amendment prohibiting liquor 

in 1881, subsequent laws such as the Benson Act failed 

to completely halt the sale and usage of alcohol in 

Kansas. Ambivalent legislators and corrupt state and 

city officials simply failed to enforce Prohibition. 

During the period that John tended bar in Wichita, 

tavern owners often paid the city a monthly fine of 

fifty dollars each to keep their individual saloons 

5 open. So blatant were they in their disregard for 

the law, the bars remained open on Sundays in defiance 

of a strict Sunday closing ordinance. The tavern owners 

realized that politicians were easy to control, but 

they were quite distresse~ when the women of the Kansas 

began to organize. John stated: 

We began to worry when the women of the nation started 
organizing. . we knew it was futile to think 6 of controlling the good women who were suffering. 

4winrod, 20-22. 

5Robert Smith Bader, Prohibition in Kansas: A History 
(Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1986), 126-127. 

6 . Winrod, 26-29. 
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One day in 1901.,. an elderly woman entered John's 

saloon, knelt by a slot machine and began to pray. 

When she -ended her prayer, she admonished John to find 

another occupation, and then warned him that she would 

return. Reappearing weeks later, wielding a hatchet 

which had been hidden in her coat, Carry A. Nation smashed 

the premises, destroying the tavern within a few minutes. 

This incident had a such profound effect upon John that 

he soon left the saloon business. 7 Subsequently, he 

became a successful builder and contractor. This new 

career enabled John to adequately support his wife and 

young son, Gerald, who had been born on 7 March 1900. 

Young Winrod spent his early childhood in a home 

filled with illness and with an aura of impending death. 

His mother, Mabel, suffered from cancer and morphine 

addiction. After unsuccessful surgery and a three month 

hospital stay in Kansas City, she returned home where 

"she was expected to pass at anytime." 8 Determined 

to recover from the addiction and cancer, Mabel asked 

her neighbor Mrs. J. E. Foulstorr, a devout Christian, 

to come to the Winrod home and pray for Mabel's health. 

Mrs. Foulston gathered several other deeply religious 

people to pray continuously for the restoration of Mabel's 

7 rbid., 30-36. 

8 Ibid., 38-39. 
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health. Amidst the vigilant knelt young Winrod praying, 

fervently for his mother's recovery. 9 

Mabel was "miraculously" healed by the time Winrod 

turned ten years old, and her recovery had a very profound 

effect upon his parents. John soon accepted a call 

to the ministry. Eventually he left his successful 

contracting business and in the 1920s established an 

interdenominational church called the Wichita Healing 

Tabernacle. With a strengthened religious faith, Mabel 

also returned to the church. She taught religion classes 

at the Tabernacle, and encouraged the healing of illness 

through faith and prayer. 10 

After witnessing these extraordinary changes in 

his parents' lives, Winrod also underwent an intense 

spiritual awakening. Accepting his religious mission, 

the teen-aged Winrod dropped out of school and apprenticed 

himself to an itinerant evangelist, Newton N. Riddell. 

Together they traveled throughout the Midwest evangelizing. 

By the age of seventeen, w·nrod's eloquent oratory and 

charismatic personality made him quite popular on the 

. l . . 11 reviva circuit. 

9G. H. Montgomery, Gerald Burton Winrod: Defender 
of the Faith (Wichita, Ks.: Defender Publishers, 1965), 
10. 

lOibid., 12. 

11 Leo Ribuffo, The Old Christian Righti The 
Protest ant Far Ri ght From the Grea t Depres s i on to 
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Just as Winrod's reputation was gaining momentum 

during the 1920s, the Protestant religion, like other 

aspects of life following World War I, underwent a major 

upheaval. Most religious leaders had been disillusioned 

by the war as the qutcome had not produced a Christian 

world filled with peace and brotherly love as had been 

expected. Many liberal or modernist thinkers within 

the church began to discard certain views on the Scripture. 

What could not be proven scientifically or what was 

considered outdated was no longer valued by them. Liberal 

ministers and church leaders sought to retain only what 

was necessary and "intellectually acceptable." These 

new interpretations of the Bible often left the worshiper 

with an uncertain faith, replacing it · with a general 

benevolence and the assurance that he or she was just 

as faithful as the next person. 12 

During this period, a liberal interpretation of 

the Scripture and the re-emergence of the theory of 

evolution were widely extolled in most Protestant churches. 
\ 

This frightened the conservative or fundamentalist members 

of the church who were concerned that such doctrines 

would "destroy Christianity as a moral force in the 

the Cold War (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 
1983), 81. 

12 Ferenc Morton Szasz, The Divid ed Mind of Protestant 
America, 1880-1930 (University: The University 
of Alabama Press, 1982), 68-69. 
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nation." They were c-onvinced that if this trend were 

left unchecked, atheism would dominate and eventually 

destroy the country. To prevent America from turning 

into a "godless" state, religious and lay leaders formed 

alliances to guarantee that the five basic fundamental 

elements of Protestantism would endure. These principles 

affirmed Christ's virgin birth, His crucifixion for 

others' sins, His resurrection, and His Second Coming. 

Lastly, they upheld the infallibility of the Bible. 13 

In 1 91 9 over s 1 x · thousand fund amen ta 1 is ts from 

throughout the United States and Canada met in Philadelphia 

to discuss the growing liberal issue. This group 

established the World's Christian Fundamental Association 

(WCFA) under the vigorous leadership of William Bell 

Riley. The WCFA soon became the leading conservative 

organization to wage war against modernism. Joining 

the battle were some of the leading theologians of the 

era. Among them were J. Frank Norris of the First Baptist 

Church in Dallas, Paul Rader of the Moody Bible Institute 

of Chicago, Jasper C. Massee of the Tremont Temple in 

Boston, and Amzi Dixon of the Baptist Tabernacle in 

London, England. Although he was not as not as well-known 

as the others, Gerald Winrod served on the original 

lJN . h d . 1· orman F. Furniss, Te Fun amenta 1st Controvers 
1918-1931 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1954 , 
18. 
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b d f d . 14 oar o irec tors. . 

The WCFA organized and directed Bible conferences 

in several cities across the nation. Those conferences 

were designed to show support for the various Bible 

schools in different sections of the country that had 

originally been established to train men to do city 

mission work. The WCFA argued that many theological 

seminaries were not knowledgeable enough in Biblical 

principles to train future ministers. Furthermore, 

the association urged conservatives to pressure educational 

institutions to produce "theologically-safe" graduates. 

With the backing of the WCFA, conservative elements 

in all religious denominations were to rid themselves 

of liberal "heretics'' within their respective churches, 

or to establish new churches. 15 

While remaining active in the WCFA, Winrod soon 

realized that the conservative climate of Kansas would 

welcome its own fundamentalist organization since the 

state had passed legislatiQn against alcohol and had 

attempted to ban tobacco. 16 Anxious to stem evolution 

and modernism which Winrod believed were dangerous to 

religion and education in Kansas, he invited a number 

14 Furniss, 50-54. 

15 charles Allen Russell, Voices of America n 
Fundamentalism (Philadelphia: Westmins t er Pre s s , 1976), 
94-99. 

16 Ibid., 66. 
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of "anti-evolution" ministers and lay leaders primarily 

from the state to meet at the Lamar Hotel in Salina, 

Kansas on· November 26, 1925. Those - present agreed that 

professing Christians must understand that "evolution 

is anti-Christian and makes of Christ a descendant of 

a beast .. ' " As a result, "either evolution or 

Christianity must go."17 After conferring for two days, 

Winrod and his disciples formed the Defenders of . the 

Christian Faith to carry this vital message throughout 

Kansas and eventually to the rest of the nation. 

The organization was interdenominational in leadership 

as well as in membership. A. L. Carleton, minister 

of the First Methodist Church in Beloit, Kansas, served 

as the Defenders' first president. Howard Snyder, a 

member of the Gideons International Bible Society and 

a wholesale candy businessman from McPherson, became 

the Defenders' treasurer. Winrod was elected executive 

secretary. Others active in the movement were the 

Reverends T. L. Rydbeck, professor of Christianity at 

Bethany College in Lindsborg, and M. R. Starbuck of 

Goodland. 18 

Derived from the third chapter of the Book of Jude 

in the Bible, the Defenders' motto was "Contend for 

l 7 "K F . W A . . 1 . . h " ansans arming to age an nti-Evo ution Fig t, 
The Wichita (Kansas) Eagle, 15 November 1925, 8 . 

18 A. L. Carleton, "President Carleton's Me ssage," 
The Defender Magazin e , April 1926, 1. 



11 

the faith which was once delivered to the saints," and 

"Faith of Our Fathers" became its theme song. A helmet, 

a cross, and a sword further symbolized the Defenders' 

determination to reveal modernism, evolution, and atheism 

to those who were unaware of their dangers. These symbols 

represented the helmet of s~lvation, the cross of Christ, 

d h d f h . . 19 . h h 1 f h an t e swor o t e spirit. Wit t e zea o t e 

Crusader~' of ages past, the Defenders were now ready 

to go forth and protect the basic elements of Christianity. 

The fledgling organization also encouraged 

nationally-known, anti-evolution religious leaders to 

support the fight against modernism. Speaking in churches, 

auditoriums, and at massive rallies, the Defenders railed 

against atheism, evolution, and modernism while thousands 

of Kansans listened. One orator was Dr. John Roach 

Stanton, a Baptist who was regarded by many as the 

successor to William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska. Bryan, 

a former presidential candidate, had been the prosecutor 

in the anti-evolution trial, or Scopes Trial, in 1925. 

Other speakers were Paul W. Rood, William B. Riley, 

and Paul Rader, all members of the WCFA. 

The Defenders described themselves as an 

"international and interdenominational movement." The 

19Glen Davidson, "The Defender Hour," audio tape, 
8 November 1959. Winrod Collection, Special Co llections, 
Ablah Library, Wichita State University, Wichita, Kansas. 
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organization was designed to be a "sane, scholarly, 

spiritual, and systematic defense to promote evangelical 

Christianity." To encourage people throughout Kansas 

and other areas of the world to join the movement, annual 

dues were limited to one dollar. However, the majority 

of the Defenders' membership came from the agricultural 

communities throughout the Midwest, and people who earned 

a very modest income. It was also announced that members' 

names would be kept secret in an effort, perhaps, to 

obtain members from more influential circles. By 1927, 

over 1300 Kansans had joined the Defenders. Members 

were kept informed of the progress against modernism, 

evolution, and other social ills as defined by the 

Defenders through circular letters and journals mailed 

. d. 11 20 per10 1ca y. 

To enlighten members more efficiently, Winrod 

established and edited the Defender Magazine in April 

1926. Although the magazine was designed to serve as 

an outreach to those who e~poused fundamentalist ideas, 

its primary · purpbse was to stand in defense of the faith. 

Its goal was to protect and save as many as possible 

from "Satan's grip, who is working as an 'angel of light' 

appearing in the form of so-called 'higher 

intelligence. 11121 Early articles written by Winrod 

20 Montgomery, 15-16. 

21 Gerald B. Winrod, The Defender Magazine, 

--
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or his colleagues blasted either Darwinism or modernism. 

Winrod equated the acceptance of the evolution theory 

as "linking man to the animal kingdom." Acquiescence 

to this harmful philosophy, he argued, would cause the 

end of Christianity and a "person would no longer feel 

a personal responsibility to God.'' This would destroy 

the conscience and, thus, break down "morality, law 

and order." Continuing, he insisted evolution was a 

"destructive force to which children are exposed." 22 

He urged businessmen, · parents, teachers, ministers, 

and others to organize to protect the youth from evil. 

Other articles in the monthly periodical supported 

schools of higher learning throughout the United States 

that upheld the Biblical view of creation. According 

to Winrod, these trustworthy colleges and universities 

would prevent the youth of the day from becoming perverted 

in their morals and in their commitment to their Redeemer. 

He assured parents that they could now send their children 

to such schools as Sterling College in South Central 

Kansas, Valparaiso University (a Lutheran school in 

Indiana) and People's University in Clinton, Iowa without 

trepidation. These schools and others which he endorsed 

June 1926, 12. 

22 · d h . . h . ( . . Gerald B. Winro, Crist Wit in Wi ch i t a, Ks.: 
Defender Publishers, 1925), 55; "Evolution Wr eck s You t h," 
The De fe nder Magazine, June 1926, 6. 
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later, would not allow students to succumb to the 

supposition that man developed from a beast. 

Subsequent Defender Magazine essays denounced atheism, 

modernism, intemperance, and various other social ills 

of the day. The movies of the day were diabolical, 

and cigarettes were nothing more than "coffin-nails." 

Marriages which practiced legalized birth control and 

allowed divorce by mutual consent of childless couples 

were widely condemned. These companionate marriages 

threatened the "sanctity of the home and the purity 

of wedlock." Communism had turned Russia into an immoral 

and .atheistic country, warned Winrod, and its corruption 

and decay should serve as a warning to the American 

people. To Winrod, Italy's Benito Mussolini possessed 

many of the traits of the Antichrist, and Fascism 

jeopardized the world. In these early articles, Winrod 

focused on international and national political problems 

only when "moral issues called for a declaration of 

.. l ,.23 princip es. 

Although Winrod wrote the majority of the articles 

in the Defender, other well-known fundamentalists also 

submitted items in the 1920s and 1930s denouncing libe r al 

23 · 
Gerald, B. Winrod, "Items of Interest to Defenders," 

May 1927, 2; "Coffin-Nails," October 1929, 9-10 ; 
"Companionate Marriage," January 1928, 3, 5; "Russia's 
Mistake," October 1926, 1; "Fascism, A World Me nace," 
December 1927, 4- 5 . 
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ideas. The president .. of the WCFA, William B. Riley, 

for example, criticized evolution and alcohol, while 

the Defenders' president, A. L. Carleton, wrote numerous 

articles describing the Defenders' movement. At other 

times, he denounced modernism. John Roach Stanton and 

Paul Rood of the Bryan Bible Institute also submitted 

articles for the Defender. 

While Winrod continued to blame evolution and 

modernism for the serious changes in the United States, 

other contributors of the Defender introduced new subjects. 

H.· G. Hamilton's article, "The Jew," appeared in the 

March 1927 edition of the periodical. In this essay, 

Hamilton did not denounce the Jew, but rather revealed 

that the Jew was a "wonder of the ages, and a marvel 

of history." 24 As it turned out "The Jew" was a pivotal 

point for the Defender and for Winrod as well. As the 

modernist and fundamentalist difficulty began to subside, 

the evangelist soon began to conceptualize a new enemy 

to Christianity and to the American people. 

Not content to rely solely upon the Defenders' 

movement or his magazine to warn of the dangers of 

evolution, Winrod established the "Flying Defenders" 

as an affiliate of the Defender movement in June 1926. 

Thes·e shock troops, comprised of evangelists and ministers, 

24 H. G. Hamilton, "The Jew," The Defende r Magazine, 
March 1927, 4. 
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swept across Kansas a~d the Midwest extolling the pervasive 

dangers of evolution to enlighten thousands. Their 

efforts between 1926 and 1928 were so successful that 

membership in the Defenders of the Christian Faith rose 

to over 3000. The "Flying Defenders" pushed for 

anti-evolution legislation in the states of Minnesota 

and California, and they swooped into such Kansas towns 

. d . 25 b f as Ottawa, Osage City an Emporia. As a mem er o 

the group, Winrod assisted Riley in efforts to introduce 

an anti-evolution bill in the Minnesota state legislature. 

Consequently, Winrod gained widespread recognition 

throughout the United States, and the WCFA honored him 

and the Defender organization at two of their 

. 26 conventions. 

While his ministry expanded and his popularity 

in the rural areas and small towns grew during the 1920s, 

Winrod started a radio program. His first broadcasts, 

a type of Bible drama, were aired Sunday mornings on 

station KFH in Wichita. La~er, however, he expanded 

to other outlets in Topeka and Oklahoma City. Because 

of the rising cost of air time, Winrod moved his radio 

ministry -to station XEAW in Mexico in 1925. For over 

25 Gerald B. Winrod, "The Flying Defender," The 
Defender Magazine, June 1926, 1; "Flying Defenders"sweeping 
Kansas," August 1926, 2; Furniss, 67. 

26 Ferenc M. Szasz, "William B. Riley and the Fight 
Against Evolution in Minnesota," Minnesota History 41 
(Spring 1969): 201-216. 
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thirty years his lectures, broadcast in both Spanish 

and English, were heard by thousands of people throughout 

the United States, Canada, and Mexico. Devoted fans 

listened to the smooth yet captivating voice strike, 

"urging listeners to return to the faith of their founding 

fathers." They heard him blast the moyie industry for 

"debauching the morals of the American people."27 He 

condemned alcohol and exhorted women to uphold the sanctity 

of the home. During the las·t decades of his life, Winrod 

supported a controversial cancer treatment called the 

Hoxie method which touted a strict vegetarian diet. 

He also pressed his devotees to purchase his books, 

to JOln the Defenders movement, and contribute to the 

support of the "Defenders' Hour" program. 

Most religious leaders of the period used public 

appearances, the radio and the written word as a means 

to indoctrinate their supporters, and Winrod was no 

exception. In the early years of his ministry, Winrod 

established a small printing and publishing company 

in Wichita. · His . first endeavor was the Winrod Messenger, 

a small religious newsletter. Later it was replaced 

by the Defender Magazine. With the success of the 

Defenders' movement and its magazine, Winrod began 

27 Gerald B. Winrod, "The Defender Hour, Hand 
of God in Prophecy," audio tape, n. d., Winrod Collection, 
Special Collections, Ablah Library, Wichita St a te 
University, Wichita, Kansas. 
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producing his own religious books, tracts, and pamphlets. 

While many were reprints of previous articles published 

in early editions of the Defender Magazine, other works 

expanded Winrod's philosophy that denounced his perceived 

enemies of the church and American society. Winrod 

advertised his publications in other fundamentalist 

journals such as the Christian Evangelist and the Ohio 

Independent Baptist. Later he advertised on the .''Defender 

Hour," sometimes charging three dollars for fifteen 

of .his most important . works. People not acquainted 

with Winrod or the Defender now had the opportunity 

to read his words and ponder his beliefs. 

One of his early works typified Winrod's fear of 

change in both the secular and the sacred societies. 

Christ Within, written in 1925, is a trilogy of Winrod's 

early lectures. I~ attacks modernism and evolution, 

and stresses living a more godly life in a very 

conservative manner. Winrod viewed the changes in women's 

dress and lifestyle as thre~ts to the home, and thus 

to American civilization. He declared: 

The responsibility of the homes of a nation rests 
with its women. When homes lose proper leadership, 
they break down. The strength of a nation must 28 be measured primarily by the strength of its homes. 

Winrod also admonished women to dress properly 

because he was alarmed to find women appearing in public 

28 · d h . . h. 41 Winro, Crist Wit in, . 
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"with their bodies and souls exposed to the most subtle 

temptations known to womanhood, without realizing that 

the tendency of human nature is evil." 29 

He further reminded women to clothe themselves 

properly and have more respect for themselves because 

"good men are disgusted by modern dress," and males 

did not want to see a woman's legs. Finally, he cautioned 

women to remember the ideals that God had assigned them~ 

and he implored them to do nothing to endanger their 

virtue. 30 

Despite his strong convictions about women and 

the limited sphere of domesticity in which he placed 

them, Winrod reluctantly acknowledged that some women 

had to work due to necessity. Winrod was afraid that 

women would lose their dignity in the work place. 

Therefore, Winrod admonished men to provide the same 

respect for working women that they conferred upon their 

h . d . 31 ~wn mot ers, wives, an sisters. Perhaps Winrod's 

eonsideration for the working women stemmed from the 

fact that a woman, Myrtle L. Flowers, was considered 

the "backbone of his own organization." Although the 

evangelist hated to admit it, he considered her the 

"best man on his staff." However, he required her to 

29 h . . h. Crist Wit in, 

30 rbid., 39. 

31 Ibid. 39-40. 

41. 
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all corresponden~~, M. L. Flowers. 32 sign 

"The Curse and Cure of Modernism, " another lecture 

in Christ Within, blasted a "philos.ophy that pleases 

the mind but destroys the heart." Winrod asserted that 

this liberal doctrine began with a few vain and 

supercilious college men and preachers who valued their 

own inflated intelligence above Scripture. Winrod, 

however, did not entirely fault the modernists for creeping 

into the church. 

at the switch, 

"True" Christians who "have been asleep 

. are beginning to think and act" 

33 against this incipient enemy, he concluded. 

Because of his writing, preaching, radio broadcasts, 

and public appearances, Winrod's career as evangelist 

and revivalist was quite productive and lucrative. 

Indeed, many others chose to follow his teachings and 

spread the Gospel across the world. In 1931 a young 

Puerto Rican minister, Juan F. Rodriquez, wrote the 

Defender Magazine requesting a free subscription. In 

another letter, he asked for one of Winrod's radio sermons. 

Rodriquez hoped to broadcast it over a Puerto Rican 

radio station. Monthly articles began to appear in 

the Defender about Rodriquez and his quest for establishing 

a Defender mission. Donations poured in from Defender 

members and Prayer Circle newsletter recipients. In 

32 Montgomery, 33. 

33 . d Winro , Christ Within, 114-115, 138. 
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time, Rodriquez founded a seminary and established two 

. . . 34 hundred missions throughout Puerto Rico. 

By the mid 1930s Winrod enjoyed a favorable world

wide reputation as a Christian crusader. He spent long 

hours instilling the fundamentals of the faith while 

at the same time exposing the "demons" that were destroying 

the home and church in the United States. Appearing 

at the Defender office long before any employee arrived 

each morning, Winrod spent hours pouring over the mail 

and reviewing articles submitted by others for publication. 

He also prepared his own articles and answered all 

correspondence. Despite these arduous hours, he managed 

to find time for short naps, daily visits with his mother, 

and a few hours in the evening with his growing family. 35 

More rewarding than anything else according to 

his accounts, was the time Winrod spent traveling about 

the nation, preaching and alerting the public of impending 

danger. In the early years, Winrod was accompanied 

by M. L., his secretary, and her husband, E. E. Flowers. 

As secretary, M. L. handled the itinerary and financial 

matters while E. E. served as chauffeur. This left 

Winrod time and energy to wrestle the demons that were 

34 Montgomery, 35-36; Harvey Springer, "A Great 
Soldier Goes Home," The Defender Magazine, December 
1957, 3; "Foreign Missions," The Defender Magazine, 
March 1957, 36-37. 

35 Mrs. Gerald Winrod, "Work For the Night Is Coming," 
The Defender Ma gazine, December 1957, 21. 
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destroying the church and society in cities such as 

Milwaukee, Chicago, Philadelphia, and Minneapolis. 

As Winrod's family grew up, his wife Frances along with 

their children, John, Gordon and Geraldine, often 

accompanied him on his crusades. One summer, for example, 

Gordon journeyed over fifteen thousand miles with his 

father. 36 Other family members often included Winrod's 

brother, Irvin, who was fifteen years younger. Irvin, 

active in the Defender movement, frequently helped his 

older brother with the mundane affairs of the organization 

until his sudden death at the age of twenty. Suffering 

from a severe sunburn, he died instantly from an apparent 

heart attack after diving into the icy waters of Buckhorn 

Lake near Toronto, Canad~. 37 Despite · the long tiring 

road trips, Winrod's family watched in awe as audiences 

thronged to hear the tall, slightly obese, mustachioed 

evangelist rail against the evils of alcohol, the movie 

industry, promiscuity, evolution, and modernism in his 
. . . 

mesmerizing voice. 

By the ·end of the 1920s Americans concern over 

evolution and modernism had all but disappeared. 

Miraculous events of the Bible were no longer denied 

36 Gordon Winrod, "My Father Is Away," The Defender 
Magazine, December 1957, 21. 

37wichita (Kansas) Eagle, August 8, 1935, 10; Gerald 
B. Winrod, "Our Darling," The Defender Magazine, 
September 1935, 2, 20 -21. 
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by the scientific community, and many modernist concepts 

had been incorporated in a variety of Protestant churches. 

Moreover, the United States had slipped into a very 

serious economic depression, and the American people 

were more concerned about their immediate future than 

their spirituality. This depression affected almost 

every facet of life. Farmers were unable to sell their 

crops or livestock, industrial workers lost their jobs, 

and banks closed. Bread lines formed, and cities were 

incapacitated, unable - to provide many services. Americans 

wanted solutions to the problems they now faced. 

In the beginning Winrod viewed the Depression as 

a result of the decay of society brought on by modernism, 

evolution, and lax religious practices. As the country 

slid into deeper despair, however, he, like Don Quixote, 

found other windmills to tilt. Winrod envisioned Communism 

and Fascism, once problems only in Europe, as part of 

an international Jewish plot to rule the world. 38 Winrod 

now suggested that the Great\ Depression, which he first 

regarded as a poor apportionment of wealth, was caused 

by the careful planning of Russia. 39 He insisted that 

Russia, the "Red Horse," was "now galloping, sowing 

38Gerald B. Winrod, "Facing Ten Deadly Enemies 
at the Beginning of 1933," The Defender Magazine, January 
1933, 3, 5, 7, 18. 

· 39Ribuffo, 103. 



24 

seeds of Communism, anarchy, radicalism, and 

evolution."40 

The most formidable object of Winrod's wrath, however, 

was Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Roosevelt represented 

everything that Winrod fought against. Roosevelt was 

wealthy, highly educated, and a liberal. Winrod viewed 

higher education as "atheistic" and a tool which encouraged 

"selfishness, lawlessness, lust, war, and anarchy~ 1141 

Roosevelt's "liberalism" was regarded by Winrod as a 

"disease, not a philosophy, . applied in politics, 

it destroys law, order, and constitutions, produces 

h 1 · d · h · u42 · c aos, resu ts 1n 1ctators 1p. While Roosevelt 

encouraged the establishment of foreign relations with 

"godless" Russia, Winrod suggested such alliances would 

"destroy all forms of religion in America. 1143 Roosevelt's 

campaign pledge to repeal the Prohibition Amendment 

was one of the most serious concerns to Winrod. To 

allow the production and consumption of alcohol in the 

country again was the ultima\te abomination, according 

40Gerald B. Winrod, The Red Horse (Wichita, Ks.: 
Defender Publishers, 1932), 11. 

41 winrod, Christ Within, 74. 

42 Gerald B. Winrod, "The Roosevelt Dictatorship," 
The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal, 1 (15 November 
1934): 2. 

43 Gerald B. Winrod, "Present Political Situation," 
The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal, 1 ( 15 November 
1934): 3. 
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to Winrod. Alcohol, railed the preacher, was the greatest 

" · · · . b 1 " 44 E 11 foe of · c1v1l1zation since ancient Bay on. ventua . y, 

taking up an anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic position, 

Winrod blasted Roosevelt for embracing ideas that only 

Rome or the "International Jew" could endorse. 

When Winrod learned of Roosevelt's presidential 

nomination in 1932, the evangelist wrote in the 

Defender: 

that Franklin Delano Roosevelt is a cripple 
. Did the Wet Democratic politicians do a sensible 

thing in nominating a sick man when the Presidential 
task is . . a "man-killing" job. Behold a 45 crippled candidate on a crippled platform. 

44
"The Defender Hour, Hand of God in Prophecy." 

45
Gerald B. Winrod, "Items of Interest to Defender," 

The Defender Magazine, August 1932, 2 . 



CHAPTER II 

THE CRUSADER ATTACKS 

Gloom, despair, and pessimism enveloped the United 

States as Herbert Hoover's first term as president drew 

to a close in 1932. Over twelve million Americans · were 

without employment, and most had no means to support 

their families. Banks repossessed homes and farms across 

the nation. School attendance plummeted because children 

had no decent clothes or shoes to wear. Almost every 

aspect of American society appeared spiritless and 

paralyzed. People pleaded for relief to ease the 

suffering, but President Hoover declin€d to enact direct 

federal legislation to alleviate the plight of the nation. 

He insisted that the ills of the country could be relieved 

through voluntary and private measures. Ultimately, 

disgruntled Americans castigated the Hoover administration 

for doing so little to ease th~ir misery. They regarded 

the Republican president as aloof, unyielding, and 

uncaring, and as a man of stone with no remedy for the 

economic crisis of the nation. 

Although he never sugges t ed that he had a panac e a 

for the nation's problems , Franklin De l ano Rooseve lt, 

26 
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the 1932 presidential nominee of the Democratic party, 

radiated a sense of hope and optimism to most Americans. 

Appearing exuberant and self-confident, Roosevelt spoke 

of recovery and held high expectations for the future. 

He suggested that only with "bold persistent 

experimentation" could the problems of the nation be 

corrected. 1 His apparent sincerity to alleviate the 

plight of the "forgotten man" appealed to the American 

people who became convinced that Roosevelt would 

miraculously cure the ills of the nation if he were 

president. 

Gerald Winrod, however, refused to support either 

Hoover or Roosevelt. Winrod, a staunch Prohibitionist, 

thought Hoover had "sacrificed his personal conviction 

on the altar of mobilized wet sentiments" and had become 

"wetter than the Republican platform". 2 As a result, 

Hoover had rebuked the "Drys" of the nation that had 

elected him in 1928. 3 Despite his apparent dissatisfaction 

with Hoover, Winrod also rej~cted the Democratic 

presidential candidate, in part, because of Roosevelt's 

campaign pledge to end Prohibition. 

1 Samuel L. Rosenman, Comp., The Public Papers and 
Addresses of Franklin Delano Roosevelt: The Genesis 
of the New Deal, 1928-1932, (New York: Random House, 
1938), 646. 

2Gerald B. Winrod, "Vote Sober--Novembe r 8th," 
The Defender Magazi ne, September 1932, 5. 

3 I bid. , 7. 
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Pressuring fellow. Defenders and "Drys" throughout 

the United States to "Keep America Sober," Winrod 

encouraged them to support the Prohibition Party's 

presidential candidate, William D. Upshaw of Georgia. 4 

Writing campaign letters, publishing articles in the 

Defender, and encouraging the display of "Vote Sober" 

stamps that he printed, Winrod reminded ·Christian forces 

throughout the nation to assert their power and select 

only "sober candidates from the president down." 5 Winrod 

actively campaigned for Upshaw in New York and Pennsylvania 

because both Hoover and Roosevelt had the support of 

the states to win. Winrod hoped Upshaw could wrest 

these essential votes from the two major presidential 

candidates. Although Winrod quietly admitted that Upshaw 

had a very slim chance of winning, he anticipated that 

Upshaw's campaign might throw the election into the 
. 6 

House of Representatives. 

After Roosevelt's resounding victory in which he 

garnered 57.4 percent of the popular vote over his 

opponents, Winrod launched an all-out crusade to prove 

4Gerald B. Winrod, "Three Lines of Defense," The 
Defender Magazine, October 1932, 15; Gerald B. Winrod, 
letter to a Friend of Prohibition, 26 September 1932, 
Winrod Collection, Special Collections, Ablah Library, 
Wichita State University, Wichita, Kansas. 

5cerald B. Winrod, "Keep America Sober," The Defender 
Magazine, August 1932, 14. 

6winrod, "Vote Sober," 5. 
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that malevolent -forces .were threatening American life. 

Convinced that the United States had been overwhelmed 

by certain powerful and sinister forces, Winrod cautioned 

his readers that the liberalism of Roosevelt and his 

cou.n terpar ts was part of "organized demon in tel 1 igences" 

which was beginning to gnaw at the foundations of American 

civilization and Christianity. 7 With the same passion 

he had used to combat the modernist enemies of the 

Protestant church in the 1920s, Winrod now launched 

a crusade to expose Roosevelt as well as his liberal 

and dangerous ideas. According to Winrod: 

Liberalism works ... upon the assumption that whatever 
is, is wrong, and must be changed or destroyed. 
It refuses to recognize any standards of authority . 
. . . It refuses to profit from past experience. 
It is essentially destructive. It tears down. It 
destroys what others have built. It seeks to throw 
everything into a melting pot, whether in matters 8 pertaining to politics to religion, or to morals. 

Beginning in late 1932 Winrod devoted portions 

of the Defender to question Roosevelt's morals as well 

as faith. Winrod believed both had been corrupted by 
\ 

the new and dangerous philosophy of liberalism. 

Roosevelt's pledge to repeal the Volstead Act was 

countermanded with articles exposing the destructiveness 

7 Gerald B. Win rod, "Ten D.eadly Enemies in 1933," 
3; Gerald B. Winrod, letter to a Defender Friend, 21 
June 1933, Winrod Collection, Special Collections, Ablah 
Library, Wichita State University, Wi chita, Kansas. 

8Gerald B. Winrod, The Great American Hom e (Wichita, 
Ks.: Defender Publishers, n. d.), 17-1 8 . 
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of alcohol. The return of alcohol to American society, 

warned Winrod, would bring only woe and misery. 

Furthermore, he cautioned, any revenue obtained from 

its sale would not only promote crime, but it would 

cause the increase of all forms of mass immorality, 

including nudism. Moreover, Winrod chided, Roosevelt's 

"1-iberalist" policy would also advance public drunkenness. 

The evangelist further insisted that a "spiritual 

readjustment was needed to keep the North American 

continent, the best, the safest, and the holiest in 

the world to live". 9 He then implored Defenders across 

the nation to use the powerful weapon of prayer to thwart 

the influential brewers' dominion over Congress and 

the president. 

The conservative evangelist now proceeded to 

demonstrate with strong determination how liberalism 

"had made its way, like a slimy serpent, into the moral 

realm of our national life."10 It had perverted the 

thoughts of the new president. Furthermore, Winrod 

accused Roosevelt of desecrating and deriding the Ten 

Commandments. He chastised the president who preferred 

to fish or play golf on the Sabbath. Such worldly 

9"Items of Interest to Defender s ," The Defender 
Magazine, November 1933, 4; Gerald B. Winrod, "Can We 
Trust the Brain Trust," The Defender Maga z ine , 
June 1933, 3 "Ten Deadly Enemies," 5. 

10 . d . Winro , Th e Great Americ a n Hom e , 18-1 9 . 
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pleasures as cigarette~, cards, and cocktails demonstrated 

additionally how liberalism had jaundiced Roosevelt's 

mind. 11 Moreover, Winrod implied that Roosevelt denigrated 

the sanctity of marriage as he had apparently condoned 

the divorce and remarriage of both a son and a daughter. 

More seriously, Winrod blasted Roosevelt, who was 

supposedly a devout Episcopalian, for openly supporting 

Communist Russia. According to the evangelist, that 

"godless" country advocated atheism, free love, and 

dictatorship. He further condemned Roosevelt for "grasping 

the bloody hand" of Russia and forcing the establishment 

of diplomatic relations upon "Christian -America."12 

In reality, Roosevelt was neither "pietistic nor 

puritanical" in his Christian faith. According to Eleanor, 

his wife, Roosevelt was a "simple Christian," who 

maintained a strong, yet innocent, belief in God. 

According to one of his biographers, James MacGregor 

Burns, this unaffected conviction allowed Roosevelt 

to preserve his self-confide~ce and optimistic attitude 

in his private life and throughout his presidency. 

Although his church attendance was, indeed, infrequent, 

Roosevelt continued to serve on the church council at 

St. James Episcopal Church in Hyde Park, New York 

11Gerald B. Winrod, "Items of Interest to Defenders," 
The Defender Magazine, April 1936, 4. 

12winrod, "The Roosevelt Die ta tor ship," 3; "The 
Present Political Situation," 3. 
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thro ug hout his entire adult life. 13 The precepts of 

the Christian church and those of the Democratic Party 

were not extremely important to Roosevelt. He asserted 

that theories and tenets could be revised and modified 

to fit the times, just as one's own philosophy could 

change. 14 In reality, Roosevelt's faith was unpretentious 

yet simple. That is, he seldom, if ever, spent long 

periods pondering religious issues or theory. 

Winrod also insinuated that liberalism destroyed 

any respect Roosevelt might have had for the presidency 

and for the Constitution. Furthermore, this apparent 

irreverence for office demonstrated the lack of respect 

for those Americans who had enthusiastically supported 

him. Moreover, Roosevelt's actions demeaned those who 

would never have the opportunity to become president. 

For example, Winrod alleged that Roosevelt degraded 

the presidential office when he allowed certain photographs 

to be taken of himself. Apparently after winning the 

election, Roosevelt gave "typ ical movie-star" kisses 

to several female employees of New York State. This, 

to Winrod, served as evidence of just how much liberalism 

had affected Roosevelt's mind. Moreover, once 

13Merlin Gustafson and Jerry Rosenberg, "The Faith 
of Franklin Roosevelt," Presidential Studies Quarterly 
19 (Summer 1989): 560-562. 

14 1 · h . f h Arthur M. Sch esinger, ·Jr., T e Coming o t e 
New Deal (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1959), 586. 
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Roosevelt assumed the presidency, Winrod complained 

that the formality, dignity, and prestige of the government 

waned. Roosevelt and his staff called each other by 

their first names and a slap on the back was preferred 

to a handshake. 15 

Continuing to demonstrate the corrupting effects 

that liberalism had upon Roosevelt, Winrod insisted 

that Roosevelt was the first president in American history 

who regarded the United States Constitution with disdain. 

Never before had anyone been so determined to set it 

aside or "striven to get around" it. 16 Moreover, Winrod 

declared that Roosevelt viewed this important American 

instrument as nothing more than a "horse and buggy 

document" which had long surpassed its usefulness. 17 

The new president constantly pressured Congress to abdicate 

its own powers while insisting that the power of the 

Executive office be broadened in accordance to the War 

Powers Act of 1917. Once accomplished, insinuated Winrod, 

R·oosevel t could then "wage war" against the economic 

crisis threatening the United States. These actions, 

15Gerald B. Winrod, "Items of Interest to Defenders," 
The Defender Magazine, February 1933, 4; October 1933, 
4. 

16Gerald B. Winrod, "Blind Leaders of the Blind," 
The Defender Magazine, August 1933, 3. 

17Gerald B. Winrod, "Promises Versus Performances," 
The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 3 (15 November 
1936): 7. 
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Winrod warned, would eventually weaken the democratic 

foundations established decades earlier by devout American 

Christians. 18 Allowed such power, railed Winrod, Roosevelt 

would have the capability to abandon the Constitution, 

and, thus, hobble the inalienable rights of the American 

people. This would allow Roosevelt and his henchmen 

to establish a Communist dictatorship, proclaimed Winrod.~ 9 

No one in the President's family was safe from 

Winrod's wrath. For awhile, he appeared to take a special 

delight in attacking Eleanor, Roosevelt's wife. Winrod 

rebuked the First Lady for smoking cigarettes, and he 

snidely commented in the Defender that for the first 

time in the history of the United States a "smoking 

First Lady" occupied the White House." Winrod also 

chastised her for a certain radio broadcast in which 

she commented that young women of America now had to 

learn to handle such alcoholic drinks as whiskey and 

gin as a result of the repeal of Prohibition. 20 Although 

Winrod alluded that Eleanor ~approved of such behavior, 

she had been quite distressed when her husband called 

18Gerald B. Winrod, Communism and the Brain Trust, 
(Wichita, Ks.: Defender Publishers, 1933), 9. 

19Gerald B. Winrod, "Roosevelt, The Self-Appointed 
Master," The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 3 (15 
November 1936): 7~ 

20Gerald B. Winrod, "Items of Interest to Defenders," 
The Defender Magazine, February 1933, 4; February 1934, 
4. 
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for the repeal of the .Eighteenth Amendment. Furthermore, 

she re mained a nondrinker throughout her life and supported 

the efforts of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 

In fact, Eleanor became quite upset whenever she discovered 

that alcohol had been served when she was absent from 

her home. 21 

More alarmed over Eleanor's liberalism than her 

alleged use of tobacco and alcohol, Winrod castigated 

the First Lady for encouraging the support of certain 

_ presid~ntial policies. Throughout her travels and speaking 

engagements all over the United States, she reminded 

people not to be afraid to accept new conditions and 

readjustments implemented by the government. Sometimes, 

however, Eleanor praised ideas of those whom Winrod 

considered un-American or revolutionary. This proved 

to Winrod just how radical and dangerous the First Lady 

was. Eleanor once commended Prestonia _Martin, a · Socialist 

writer and grandaughter of Horace Mann, for Martin's 

suggestion to conscript all \youth, including women, 

into a perpetual industrial army for a term of eight 

years. This army, according to Martin, could produce 

such necessities as food, clothing, shelter and 

transportation for the entire nation. Eleanor had been 

so impressed with Martin's monograph, she ordered six 

21 Joseph P. Lash, Eleanor and Franklin (New York: 
W.W. Norton & Company, 1971), 346. 

....... 
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copies of Prohib i ting .Poverty for the White House. 22 

Winrod also chastised the First Lady for addressing 

a "Negro g a the r .in g" in Washing ton , D . C . She no t on 1 y 

delivered a speech on racial equality between whites 

and blacks at a meeting of the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), but her 

picture appeared on the front page of a Negro paper, 

the Afro-American. 23 Never before had a first lady 

been so outspoken and candid, and Winrod argued that 

any changes introduced by either Roosevelt or his wife 

would certainly lead to the destruction of government, 

1 d A 
. . 24 mora s, an merican society. 

As the president's popularity escalated, Winrod's 

diatribes against the president became more vicious 

and hostile while his attacks on the first lady waned. 

No longer relying solely on Biblical prophecy and 

Scripture, Winrod now allied himself with others who 

were anti-Communist, anti-Semitic, and anti-Roosevelt. 

By late 1933 articles derogqtory to Roosevelt or his 

advisors appeared monthly in the Defender. Winrod now 

22 Lash, 385-386; Gerald B. Winrod, "Items of Interest 
to Defenders," The Defender Magazine, December 1933, 
4. 

23 Gerald B. Winrod, "Seems Mrs. Roosevelt Can't 
Behave," The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 2 (15 
October 1935): 5. 

24Gerald B. "Items of Interest to Defenders," The 
Defender Magazine, March 1933, 4; December 1933, 4.~~ 
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incor porated his religious dogma with the political 

tirades found in the Congressional Record, the New York 

Times, the Chicago Tribune, and the Literary Digest. 

However, as he became more strident, Winrod began to 

seek another outlet to vent his hatred of the president 

and what he saw as the Jewish controlled Brain Trust. 

On November 1934, Winrod began publishing the 

Revealer, A Christian-News Journal. This serial served 

as a malicious instrument for Winrod as he continued 

to attack the president, other "liberalists," and all 

legislation pertaining to the New Deal. Contributors 

to the Revealer included James True, an avowed anti-Semite 

and the inventor of a billy club called a "kike killer," 

and Elizabeth Dilling, author of the Red Network. Winrod 

welcom~d compositions from anyone who spoke out against 

the New Deal, the International Jew, and Communism. 

One article, for example, contained malicious statements 

indicating that Roosevelt's intellect had been destroyed 

by "the disease that crippled his limbs." Unnamed medical 

experts corroborated these allegations. Not content 

to reprint without editorializing, Winrod however, added 

that Roosevelt's mental inability allowed certain 

... . 1· " 1 . h .d 2 5 1nternat1ona 1sts to exp 01t t e pres1 ent. This 

25 · Gerald B. Winrod, "Roosevelt's Health," The 
Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 2 (15 August--r935), 
4. 
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new pe riodical and the. Defender now furnished Winrod 

an a venue to reach all people, especially the poor, 

the dispossessed and the disillusioned, who were struggling 

to survive despite the efforts of the New Deal. 26 

When Roosevelt served as governor of New York, 

he routinely consulted with scholars and other highly 

educated individuals for advice and ideas to manage 

the state more effectively. After his decision to enter 

the Democratic presidential race, Roosevelt and his 

long-time political adviser, Samuel Rosenman, realized 

they lacked the expertise to solve the serious economic 

dilemma that confronted the nation in 1932. As a result, 

Roosevelt met from time to time with a small group of 

highly educated men who offered their opinions and possible 

solutions to ease the ills. Members of this small but 

extremely intelligent group included Raymond Moley, 

Rexford Tugwell, Adolph Berle, Jr., Basil O'Connor, 

and Samuel Rosenman. Although other men offered ideas 

and met with the main group from time to time, these 

five men were the mainstay of Roosevelt's inner circle 

that ultimately became known as the Brain Trust. The 

importance of the Brain Trust waned slightly after 

Roosevelt's presidential nomination since he now had 

the support of all Democrats to guarantee his election. 

26 seymour Lipsett and Earl Raab, The Politics of 
Unreason: Ri ht Win Extremism in America 1790-1977 

New York: Harper and Row, 1970, 30. 
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Moley, a politica.l scientist, served on the faculty 

at Columbia University, its law school, and Barnard 

College. He eventually became the unofficial leader 

of the Brain Trust, and after Roosevelt's inauguration 

served as a minister without portfolio. He interviewed 

authorities on economics, and assigned men to draft 

legislative bills. He also played ·an i~tegral role 

overseeing legislation passed during the first hundred 

days of Roosevelt's administration. 

Tugwell also served as professor at Columbia 

University. He was instrumental in the development 

of a program that eased the agricultural woes of the 

nation. Although Tugwell liked to alarm others with 

pronouncements that the United States needed changing, 

and despite his reputation as a Russian sympathizer, 

he was deeply concerned that splintered competition 

could be quite harmful during the Depressi?n. 

Berle, a Columbia Law School professor, was considered 

an authority on corporation Jaw. He co-authored The 

Modern Corporation and Private Property. Rosenman and 

' b h. 27 0 Connor rounded out the mem ers ip. 

Shortly after the inauguration on 4 March 1933, 

Winrod declared that Roosevelt had surrounded · himself 

27 · 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Age of Roosevelt: 

The Crisis of the Old Order, 1919-1933 (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1957), 398-410; James MacGregor Burns, 
Roosevelt, The Lion and the Fox (New York: Harcourt, 
Brace & World, Inc., 1956), 153-155. 
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wit h a group of "super . intellectuals," whom Winrod avowed 

were pr i marily radical thinking Jews and liberal college 

f 
. . . 28 pro essors sympathetic to Communist Russia. He warned 

Christians throughout the country that these men had 

no respect for the ideals that had been laid down by 

the "rugged Christian builders of Americanism" upon 

which the government was based. Furthermore, traditional 

Americanism had been a blessing to "millions and a beacon 

light to the nations of the world." 29 Winrod further 

contended that not only had these powerful and dangerous 

men usurped the power of the presidential cabinet, they 

also controlled the thoughts of President Roosevelt. 

Winrod further ins.inuated: 

The Brain Trust is composed 
nostrils would be incapable 
odor of Communistic taint. 
in their intellects that it 
them to locate the flaws in 
of the Soviet System. 

of the kind of men whose 
of detecting the filthy 

. They are so warped 
would be difficult for 
the insane econom1cs 30 

In 1933, Winrod published a small booklet entitled 

Communism and the Brain Trust. Actually, this was a 

' reprint of "Can We Trust the Brain Trust," as printed 

in the July 1933 Defender Magazine. In both booklet 

and article, he lambasted the Brain Trust. He accused 

this inner circle of manipulating the actions of the 

28 . d Winro , 

29 Ibid. 

30 . d Winro , 

"Can We Trust the Brain Tr_us t?," 3. 

Communism and the Brain Trust, 20-21. 
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pres i dent, and he insisted that these "scholastic 

gent l emen" dominated the lives of over 120,000,000 

Americans. This elite group of men, attested Winrod, 

were merely biding their time before they could destroy 

democracy and and replace it with a "Stalinist" 

dictatorship. Roosevelt, according to Winrod, was just 

31 a pawn for these wily and conniving men. The chief 

adviser of the group, Raymond Moley, according to · Winrod, 

had developed a scheme to create a constitutional 

dictatorship. Winrod insisted that this development 

enabled Roosevelt to appropriate power from Congress 

to gain control of the government. Rexford Tugwell, 

insinuated Winrod, was a dangerous thinking liberal 

who promoted the Soviet agricultural system upon the 

poor farmers of the United States. This plan, according 

to Winrod, would decrease farm production just as it 

had in Russia. 

Winrod not only attacked the original Brain Trusters, 

but also others whom he erro eously regarded as members 

of the group such as Mordecai Ezekial, William Bullitt, 

and James Warburg. Ezekiel, a member of the Department 

of Agriculture and identified as a co-author of the 

"revolutionary" farm bill, was a powerful "Jew" who 

had spent a period of time in Russia. Congress was 

about to pass this dangerous bill, which was nothing 

31 · · g Communism and the Brain Trust, . 

...... 
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more than a new version of the Soviet Five Year Plan, 

Winrod contemptuously revealed. He maintained that 

it would only be a short while before the American farmer 

would be reduced to a stooge at the hands of the United 

States government. 

Winrod expressed deep concern over the new ambassador 

to Russia, William Bullitt, whom the evangelist considered 

to be very dangerous. Winrod also insinuated that Bullitt 

had played an instrumental role in President Woodrow 

Wilson's physical collapse and eventual death. 

Furthermore, Winrod insisted that Bullitt was a Communist 

sympathizer, who had pressed the United States for official 

diplomatic recognition of Russia. Moreover, he had 

married Louise Bryant, the widow of the American Communist, 

John Reed. Bullit also enjoyed a friendship with Lincoln 

Steffens, an author and Red sympathizer. Winrod also 

asserted that Bullit continued to associate with noted 

Communists like Lenin, Tchitcherin, and Litvinoff. 

James Warburg, sent by ~oosevelt in 1933 to represent 

the United States at the World Economic Conference, 

was also labeled a Brain Truster. Although Winrod did 

not denounce Warburg for revolutionary ideas, he lambasted 

the man for having Paul Warburg as his father. The 

elder Warburg, according to the ranting evangelist, 

was a German Jew and a partn~r in Kuhn, Loeb, and Company. 

It was Paul Warburg who had furnished the Soviet government 
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with t he original Five . Year Plan, Winrod revealed. 

Moreover, Warburg was the creator of the Federal Reserve 

System, which many, especially Winrod, blamed as the 

cause for the Depression in the United States. To Winrod, 

32 the son was as culpable as the father. 

Finally, Winrod accused Barnard Baruch, special 

adviser to the president for being a member of the 

"nefarious" Brain Trust. Winrod labeled Baruch a ·"Wall · 

Street Jew" and the "most powerful Jew in the world." 

He allegedly served as a special adviser to the president 

on a 11 "govern men ta 1 prob 1 ems . " 3 3 These men . and o-t hers 

whom Winrod cited later were considered dangerous to 

the welfare of the United States. The ranting crusader 

warned that all impending legislation had been carefully 

designed by those who sought to destroy not only democracy 

b 1 . . . . h . d 34 ut a so Christianity int e Unite States. 

As Winrod became more politically active, not only 

did his intolerance for Roosevelt increase, but his 

extreme hatred of Jews becam~ more apparent. In the 

January and February 1933 issues of the Defender Magazine 

Winrod announced that he had discovered one of the most 

"gigantic and diabolical" plots in all history. These 

32 · . d h B . T 9 20 Winrod, Communism an t e rain rust, - . 

33cerald B. Winrod, "Roosevelt's Jewish Appointments," 
The Defender Magazine, February 1934, 11. 

34winrod, "Facing Ten Deadly Enemies," 7. 

...... 
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plan s had been disclosed in the Protocols of the Learned 

Elders of Zion, a controversial booklet published several 

years earlier. This scheme not only affected the current 

economic conditions, but it undermined the the religious, 

moral, and governmental systems of the entire world, 

according to Winrod. This intrigue was part of an 

international Jewish conspiracy known as the "Hidden 

Hand." This scheme, Winr_od further disclosed, had been 

designed several hundred years ago by a "group of men 

who today control the wealth of the world." By 1905 

those people not only formulated the Communist takeover 

of Russia, but they had also persuaded governments 

throughout the· world to embrace the gold standard for 

monetary and· economic purposes. This, insinuated Winrod, 

enabled those ruthless individuals to seize control 

of the concentrated wealth of the world. 35 Once considered 

"God's chosen people," Winrod now insisted that the 

Jewish race was a "'curse in the earth. '"36 Completely 

alarmed, Winrod disclosed that Roosevelt surrounded 

himself with a hierarchy of "wealthy Jews." He then 

implied that over four hundred of these individuals 

had "wormed themselves" into the administration as well 

35Gerald B. Winrod, "Unmasking the Hidden Hand," 
The Defender Magazine, February 1933, 5. 

36 · d . h. 1 Gerald B. Winro , Wic ita, etter to a Texas 
Friend, 3 August 1933, Winrod Collection, Special 
Collections, Ablah Library, Wichita State University, 
Wichita, Kansas. 
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as into Roosevelt's inDer circle of advisers to plot 

treacherous schemes. 37 Indeed, according to the new 

anti-Semite, any one who advocated change that contained 

a hint of liberalism was most probably a Jew and an 

enemy to democracy, to the presidency, and to the American 

way of life. 

Winrod further disclosed that the Jews had not 

only infiltrated the federal government, but they -had 

also aligned themselves with the Roman Catholic Church 

in an effort to smash the democratic foundations of 

the United States. Moreover, Roosevelt's victory had 

been guaranteed by united and "universally wet" Roman 

Catholics through .their numerical and voting power. 

Winrod further intimated that "Pope Pius XI and the 

Catholic Church had ... invented the political policies 

of Roosevelt fifteen years previously." Winrod also 

predicted that the new Postm~iter General James Farley, 

the Roman Catholic political spearhead within the federal 

government, would destroy th~ spirit of the Democratic 

Party and demote it to a branch of Roman Catholicism. 

Furthermore, Winrod insisted that by joining together, 

the Catholics would oversee the destruction of American 

Protestantism while the Jews would control the federal 

37 · " · · · · h . " h f d W1nrod, Ant1-Sem1t1c1sm in Prop ecy, Te De en er 
Magazine, December 1933, 6. 
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d b . ld d . . 38 gov e rnm e nt an su sequently attain wor ominion. 

Th e first issue of the Revealer in November 1934 

proclaimed that Roosevelt's ancestors had been Jewish 

and had lived in Holland before coming to America. 

A former governor of Michigan, Chase Osborn, researched 

Roosevelt's genealogy and announced this startling 

discovery. Osborn believed this explained why "Roosevelt 

has the trend of economic safety in his veins." To 

Winrod, however, Osborn's findings confirmed "Roosevelt's 

natural bent toward radicalism."39 Now armed with such 

dubious research Winrod sarcastically referred to the 

president as "Rosenvelt," the alleged name of .Roosevelt's 

Dutch ancestor. He alerted his followers that the "Jewish 

Money Power" was working behind the scenes in Washington, 

f . 1 ' 1. . 40 D. C. orm1ng Rooseve ts po 1c1es. 

Apparently Osborn's ge nealogical findings must 

have caused some consternation in the United States. 

As a result, Roosevelt thought it necessary to dispel 

the rumors that Osborn's fin&ings caused. In a letter 

to the Detroit Jewish Chronicle, which was later reprinted 

in part in the New York Times, Roosevelt avowed that 

he was unconcerned about his lineage. All he knew was 

that his family had apparently been descended from Claes 

38 . d " h . . " 3 Winro, Te Present Situation, . 

39 . d Winro , 

40 . d Winro, 

"Roosevelt's Ancestry," 1. 

"The Present Situation," 3. 
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Martenszen van Roosevelt, not Rosenvelt, who arrived 

from Holland in approximately 1648. It did not matter 

whether his ancestors had been "Jewish or Catholic or 

Protestant," the president hoped that they had been 

"good and believers in God. 1141 

Not one to let controversy die, Winrod continued 

to insist that the president was a "Jew." However, 

he did not publish a genealogical chart until October 

1936 in the Revealer. The article, "Roosevelt's Jewish 

Ancestry," was a scathing account, and it included a 

reprint of the purported genealogical chart of Roosevelt 

which had earlier appeared in March 1934 in an Arizona 

newspaper. The chart, according to Winrod, had been 

prepared by the Carnegie Institution in Washington, 

D. C. This disclosure, along with Osborn's findings, 

convinced Winrod more than ever that Roosevelt was, 

indeed, a Jew. Everything fell into place with this 

highly controversial information, according to Winrod. 

No longer was Roosevelt a dupe for the "internationalists," 

nor had his mind been destroyed by the effects of polio. 

He now revealed that Roosevelt's radical tendencies 

were "biological." Roosevelt, inferred Winrod, was 

a product of his Jewish ancestral chromesomes, and it 

was "as natural for him to be a radical, as it is for 

41 "Roosevelt Unworried Over His Ancestors," New 
York Times, 15 March 1935, 1. 

...... 
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othe rs to be true Amer.icans," according to Winroci. 42 

Continuing his diatribe, Winrod explained that 

Roosevelt was not aware of the "inner forces that were 

driving him further and further to the left, after all 

it's in his blood." Because of his Jewish and radical 

tendencies, it had been quite natural for the president 

to establish diplomatic relations with the "Communist 

and Jewish controlled" Russia. Winrod now understood 

why so many Jews had been chosen to be ambassadors to 

such places as Paris and Stockholm. Furthermore, 

Roosevelt's Jewishness also confirmed why men like Felix 

Frankfurter and Bernard Baruch had attained prominent 

positions within the administration. These findings 

verified Winrod's suspicions that the Brain Trust had 

been nothing more than a "JEWISH PROGRAM" which had 

been "set up to usurp the constitutional powers of our 

lawmakers." Winrod's doubts about Roosevelt had finally 

been borne out. He insisted ·that he did not denounce 

t'he president for his "Jewish stock," but rather he 

condemned Roosevelt for "being a leader in the 

international radical movement which is throwing Gentile 

governments, the world over, into convulsions." The 

problem in the Capital was one of "eugenics not 

1 · · ,,43 po 1t1cs. 

42 . d Winro , 

43 Ibid. 

"Roosevelt's Ancestry," 2. 
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Throughout Rooseyelt's presidency, Winrod continued 

to den ounce all new appointees. If Roosevelt did not 

select those ~who were truly Jewish or Catholic, their 

minds had been perverted by Felix Frankfurter, "one 

of the most powerful Jews in the world." Winrod so 

despised this man that in March 1934, he published a 

scathing article, "The Roosevelt Hot-Dog Boys," in the 

Defender. Drawing upon material from The New Dealers, 

a favorable account about ,the administration, Winrod 

twisted the author's facts to demonstrate the treachery 

of Frankfurter. A native of Vienna, Austria, Frankfurter 

immigrated to the United States at the age of twelve. 

Consequently he became a lawyer and defended Nicola 

Sacco and Bartolomeo Venzetti, two Italian immigrant 

anarchists convicted of murder despite inconclusive 

evidence against them. Frankfurter later became head 

of the law department at Harvard University, and ultimately 

turned the school into a "racing stable" for liberal 

lawyers. During Roosevelt's , administration, Frankfurter 

refused to accept any presidential appointments, preferring 

to supply "liberal lawyers to the Roosevelt 

administration." There were about seventy-five young 

Jewish liberal lawyers, the "hot-dog boys," in the 

Roosevelt administration who were attempting to destroy 
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h · . 44 t e Constitution. 

In reality, changes were occurring in the United 

States that Winrod could not understand or accept. The 

nation had changed from a rural to an urban society. 

More and more youth were attaining a higher education, 

and scientific technology had made life easier for many 

people. When the Depression hit, every aspect of society 

had been touched. No longer could neighbors depend 

on each other for help. City and state coffers had 

been depleted, and local governments could no longer 

comfort the oppressed. In his own manner, Winrod believed 

a lack of religious faith was the major cause of the 

Depression. However, as the nation grew more despondent, 

Winrod continued to cling to old and impractical solutions 

while the American people called upon the federal 

government for help. When Roosevelt became president, 

new and innovative legislati~n· had to be enacted -for 

the nation to survive. However, Winrod saw these changes 

dangerous to the United Stat~s. Democracy as he knew 

it would be ripped apart in the 1930s, just as American 

society had been altered in the 1920s. Winrod lashed 

out at those who were different and had bold ideas. 

No longer could he merely exhort his followers to return 

to the Bible; the solution was to expose those who were 

44Gerald B. Winrod, "Roosevelt's Hot-Dog Boys," 
The Defender Magazine, March 1934, 19. 

... 
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is, he became wary of the Jew and the 

He despised those who called for a 

stronger central government and those who embraced 

international entanglements. He exhorted everyone to 

resist such perilous transformations. In reality, Winrod's 

world was changing, but he could not. As a result, 

he first crusaded against the people who held new and 

bold ideas. But as time passed, Winrod sought to expose 

the legislation that the New Deal enacted. 



CHAPTER III 

A STEW OVER ALPHABET SOUP 

By the time Franklin Delano Roosevelt assumed the 

presidency on 4 March 1933, the nation had drifted 

perilously towards the brink of a complete economic 

collapse. Deeply concerned that the democratic foundations 

of the the United States were in great jeopardy, the 

new president quickly began to act. He not only sought 

to ease the predicament of the American people, but 

he also attempted to energize the sluggish economy of 

the nation. Relying upon the War Emergency Act of 1917, 

Roosevelt proclaimed a national banking holiday on 5 

March." This action closed all banks across the nation, 

and limited financial transactions in silver and gold. 

1 Secondly, he called a special session of the Congress. 

On 9 March, when Congress assembled, Roosevelt 

requested that he be granted broad executive powers 

to deal forcefully with the economic emergency of the 

nation. The president then implored both Houses to 

enact quickly those measures designed to ease the 

1 . 
Emergency Banking Act, Statutes at Large, 48, 

sec. 1, 1-8 (1933). 

52 



53 

Depression. During his first one hundred days in office, 

Roosevelt signed into law a wide range of legislation 

intended to relieve the problems affecting the business, 

agricultural, and industrial sectors of the economy. 

He also asked that legislation be enacted to provide 

relief for the unemployed. The president's alphabet 

soup was on the stove but not quite yet ready to serve. 

During the few days that banks remained closed, 

Americans across the country relied on alternative methods 

to obtain needed goods. Bartering developed between 

individuals and businesses while many companies paid 

employees in scrip. Some shops allowed customers to 

purchase goods with IOUs. During this period, a feeling 

of joviality appeared to replace the gloom that had 

pervaded the country. Americans began to perceive that 

the depression had reached its nadir. 2 Before the banks 

reopened on 13 March, Roosevelt spoke over the radio 

in an effort to assuage the fears of the American people. 

He urged Americans to have faith in the banking system, 

and he implored them to stop the hoarding of gold and 

silver. His apparent confidence and concern had a profound 

effect upon the nation and the people. Many Americans 

revived their trust in the banking system when they 

discovered that the banks had not been nationalized. 

2william L. Luechtenburg, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and the New Deal, 1933-1940 (New York: Harper & Row, 
1963), 41-46. 
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Bank s had been allowed to reopen only after certa i n 

criteria had been met. Convinced that the federal 

government continued to have faith in the banking system, 

Americans soon redeposited their money. It looked as 

if the people approved of the provisions of the Banking 

Act of 1933. 

The banking dilemma, _however, was 6nly one of many 

concerns during the Depression. Between 1929 and· 1933 

the . price of agricultural products had fallen so low 

that a farmer in the United States needed to harvest 

sixteen bushels of wheat just to buy one of his children 

a four dollar pair of shoes. 3 Net farm income had 

diminished to ·an all time low of 1.8 billion dollars. 

This was almost one third less than it had been in 1928. 

Many farmers were practically destitute while others 

were completely broke. The price of agr~cultural 

commodities rapidly declined over the years while 

industrial goods had slumped only slightly. Consequently, 

farmers demanded aid, and agricultural experts across 

the country predicted that revolution would occur if 

the farmers' ills were not alleviated. 4 Once the banking 

reforms were in place, Roosevelt appealed to Congress 

to enact legislation to ease the farmers' predicament. 

3 . 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., Crisis of the Old 

Orderi 1919-1933: The Age of Roosevelt (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1957; American Heritage Library, 1988), 174-175. 

4John F. Bauman and Thomas Coode, In the Eye 
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The agricultural bill that had been hastily written 

by Henry Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture, was based 

upon the recommendations of a number of farm organizations. 

Two of the parties, the American Farm Bureau Federation 

and the National Grange, primarily represented the larger 

and wealthier farms. The smaller farmers, sharecroppers 

and itinerant laborers had membership in no national 

organization, and as a result, many of the proposed 

measures did little to aid these smaller agricultural 

groups. 5 

Because the Agricultural Adjustment bill contained 

a number of controversial issues, Congress did not pass 

the act until May 1933, long after spring planting had 

occurred. As a result, certain actions had to be taken 

before farmers could claim any benefits. One provision 

of the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) called for 

the destruction of certain crops and livestock. ·That 

is, for example, a farmer had to divest himself of all 

livestock except for four cows, four horses, two brood 

sows, and twenty chickens. Only a certain percentage 

of a farmer's acreage could be farmed. Excess crops 

had to be destroyed. As a result, ten million acres 

of the Great De ression: The New Deal Re orters and 
the A on of the American Peo le Dekalb: Northern Illinois 
University Press, 1969 , 118. 

5Burns, The Lion and the Fox, 194; Alonzo L. Hamby, 
The New Deal: An Analysis and Interpretation (New York: 
Weybright and Talley, 1969), 35. 
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of cotton were destroyed and over six million piglets 

and 200 sows were exterminated. Because a severe drought 

across the Midwest had diminished corn and wheat to 

their lowest levels in the twentieth century, very little 

of those crops had to be destroyed. The primary goal 

of the mass destruction was to achieve a balance between 

production and consumption. In this manner, parity 

could be realized and the farmers' life could be bettered. 6 

Sensitive to the plight of over fifteen million 

unemployed Americans and desiring to conserve America's 

natural resources, Roosevelt also asked Congress to 

create a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). This agency 

would not only work to · improve the forest lands and 

aid soil conservation, it would also provide jobs for 

young single men whose famiiies were on public relief, 

Roosevelt stressed. Acting quickly, Congress granted 

the president an executive power to organize the CCC 

on 21 March 1933. Roosevelt immediately called upon 

the army to operate the cam~s which were to be located 

in state and national parks as well as in national forests. 

Actual recruitment, · however, came under the jurisdiction 

of the Department of Labor. The National Park Service 

and the Forest Service planned work projects while civilian 

6Bauman and Coode, 131; Leuchtenburg, 72; Roger 
Biles, A New Deal For the American Peo le (Dekalb: 
University of Illinois Press, 1991 , 60; Burns, The 
Lion and the Fox, 193. 
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foremen carried out t~e projects. Between 1933 and 

1942, when the last CCC camp closed, legions of young 

men, including minorities, had moved out of hobo jungles 

and city slums to join the corps. These men preserved 

and renewed the national parks, forests, watersheds, 

and recreational areas by planting trees, constructing 

reservoirs, building and stocking fish ponds, and erecting 

bridges. In return, the "soil soldiers" gained a - certain 

self reliance while earning thirty dollars a month 

including room and board. 7 Of all New Deal legislation, 

the CCC became one of Roosevelt's .favorites, and it 

proved to be one of the most popular to Americans. 

While remaining busy with problems of unemployment, 

agriculture, and the banking industry, Roosevelt relied 

upon G~neral Hugh Johnson, Raymond Moley, and others 

to develop a recovery plan for industry. On 16 June 

1933, the president signed the National Industrial Recovery 

Act (NIRA) into law. He announced that NIRA- would put 

people back to work, and it ,would elevate labor's 

purchasing power by reducing work hours and increas{ng 

wages. Moreover, the NIRA contained two separate 

components. Title I, or the National Recovery 

Administration (NRA) had been devised to oversee "long-run 

7Alexander Leslie Lacy, The Soil Soldiers: The 
Civilian Conservation Cor sin the Great De ression 

Radnor, Pa.: Chilton Book Co~pany, 1976 , 15-23. 
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reform and reorganization of the economy.'' The second 

component, the Public Works Administration (PWA), called 

for the establishment of an emergency program intended 

to provide public works projects. President Roosevelt 

selected Hugh Johnson to head the NRA and Harold Ickes, 

Secretary of Labor, became director of the the PWA. 8 

Hugh Johnson realized in order for the NRA to be 

successful, every aspect of business and industry . had 

to comply to certain codes and guidelines. Such 

agreements, however, among like industries, had to be 

secured on a voluntary basis so as not to violate 

anti-trust laws. By the end of summer' over five hundred 

companies had agreed to observe a standard code of ethics. 

Some of the more important precepts called for higher 

salaries with a forty-hour work week, the end of child 

labor, and standardization ·of all manufactured goods. 9 

Eager to sustain support for the NRA codes, Johnson 

launched a national campaign to build up public awareness. 

this endeavor began with on~ of the largest parades 

in the history of New York City. People from every 

aspect of industry and business processed down Fifth 

Avenue proudly displaying the Blue Eagle, the symbol 

8National Industrial Recovery Act. Statutes At 
Large, 48, sec. 1, 195-211 (1933); Schlesinger, Jr., 
The Coming New Deal, 120-125. 

9Hugh Johnson, The Blue Eagle From Egg to Earth 
(New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1935), 267. 

..... 



59 

of the NRA. In addition, industries subscribing to 

the NRA codes were encouraged to display the Blue Eagle 

on all finished products. Moreover, businesses were 

encouraged to exhibit the figure with the motto "We 

do our part" on store windows. Finally, consumers were 

impelled to purchase Blue Eagle products from Blue Eagle 

stores to prove that everyone played an .integral role 

in the "great army of the New Deal. ,.lO Almost ov·ernigh t 

the popularity of the Blue Eagle and the NRA soared; 

however, by the fall of 1933 many complained that certain 

NRA objectives were failures. Consumers objected to 

higher prices, and business and industry began to grumble 

· · 11 about the shenanigans of Johnson. 

Not everyone thrilled to the New Deal legislation 

that had been enacted in the first few months of 

Roosevelt's presidency. Many lamented that the president's 

policies had not gone far enough to ease the problems 

of the country, and others thought he had gone much 

too far. As one of the naysayers, Gerald Winrod accused 

Roosevelt and his advisors of using "every conceivable 

trick ... to make Americans directly dependent upon 

the central government in Washington."12 

10 · Leuchtenburg, 66; Johnson, 264. 

ll 1 . . h . N D 1 120 121 Sch esinger, Jr., Te Coming ew ea, - . 

12Gerald B. Winrod, "A Bust in the Brain Trust, 
The Defender Magazine, April 1934, 8. 
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Furthermore, the radic~l measures of the president and 

the Brain Trust were nothing more than an attempt to 

create a revolution to establish Communism in the United 

States, the evangelist proclaimed. 

For example, Winrod viewed the Emergency Banking 

Act of 1933 as a presidential maneuver to give the nation 

its "first taste of American fascism." 13 He viewed 

this legislation as an interim measure to provide .financial 

relief until Roosevelt could demonstrate his "dictatorial 

doings." As the president authorized the printing of 

more paper money, "conservative economists wondered 

what happened to all the gold.'' Winrod suggested that 

it had been put under the control of the f'Hidden Hand" 

to provide for the Financial Monarch, or the Messiah 

of the Jews. This Messiah, warned Winrod, would be 

k h . . h . h . 14 h nown to C ristians as t e antic rist. Furt ermore, 

Winrod insinuated that the Federal Reserve System which 

once held $2,892,000,000 in gold had been designed by 

Paul Warburg, a "German Jew, :' fifteen years previously. 

This banking enterprise was not owned by the government, 

but operated by a group of private monopolies which 

"prey upon the people of the United States to aid 

13 Gerald B. Winrod, "The Coming Golden Calf," 
The Defender Magazine, April 1933, 10. 

14 Ibid., 12. 
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themselves and foreign _ and domestic swindlers . " 15 

Winrod also became the voice for the disgruntled 

small independent farmers across Kansas and other parts 

of the country who thought they had received a poor 

deal in agriculture reform. These farmers simply could 

not afford to allow a percentage of their farm lands 

to lie fallow. Moreover, as the larger commercial farms 

limited production, tenant farmers and sharecroppers 

were pushed off leased acreages. As a result, many 

found themselves destitute and homeless. Furthermore, 

the Farmers Union, representing the poorer farmers and 

laborers, declared that under consumption was one of 

the main difficulties of the agricultural dilemma. 

That is, people starving in the eastern states could 

not obtain the grains and other foodstuffs needed for 

1 . f 16 re ie. Winrod joined this argument, insisting that 

the manufacturing and mining areas in the East found 

it quite difficult to obtain agricultural products grown 

in the Midwest. He suggestep that the high cost of 

transportation was one reason for the farm problem, 

not over production~ Americans simply did not have 

enough money to conduct commerce, Winrod implied. This 

resulted from the mysterious foreign "despoilers" that 

controlled the financial system in the United States. 

15winrod, "Roosevelt's Appointments," 10-11. 

16Burns, The Lion and the Fox, 194. 
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Moreo ver, this alien force had to be smashed before 

Americans would have enough money to buy and sell, Winrod 

asserted. Furthermore, Winrod equated the AAA to the 

Five Year Plan implemented earlier in Russia by Josef 

Stalin. To Winrod the agricultural program was unchristian 

and Communistic. 17 Railing against the act, he lambasted 

farmers across Kansas and the nation for complying with 

AAA regulations to obtain relief checks. He warned: 

the Ukraine, once the 'granary of the world,' now 
is in wee~s, wreckage and devastation. Farmers 
are starving eating dogs, cats, rats, horses, 
and grasses. BECAUSE MOSCOW'S LEADERSHIP TOOK 18 OVER THE REGULATION OF FARM PRODUCTS. . 

Indeed, Winrod regarded the AAA as a form of a "Russian 

New Deal." 

As he became more vocal in his outbursts against 

the AAA, Winrod often paraphrased information of the 

Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce to convince 

Americans of the danger of agriculture regulation. 

He assailed the AAA for limiting American agricultural 

exports, which Winrod assert~d were the lowest they 

had been in fifty years. Moreover, he complained, that 

for the first time since the Civil War, the United States 

imported more farm products than it exported. At the 

17 Gerald B . . Winrod, "Message to Farmers," · The 
Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 2 (15 November 1935): 
2. 

18Gerald B. Winrod, "American Farmers Face Ruin," 
The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 1 (15 October 
1935): 4. 
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same time, Winrod suggested, the policies of the AAA 

were rapidly destroying the foreign markets for the 

farmer. This eventually would cause the domestic market 

to decline. Winrod then chided the farmer to do some 

serious thinking when he realized that agricultural 

imports both "raw and finished" far exceeded the "exports 

of like products."19 

As more controls were placed upon agricultural 

products, a number of Americans started to rebel against 

the regulations. Many believed that the Potato Control 

Board, a subsidiary of the AAA, was detrimental to those 

who wished to have private gardens. True to form, Winrod 

pounced on any news of rebelliousness. Both the Revealer 

and the Defender proclaimed that Mrs. George Lorimer, 

the wife of the Saturday Evening Post editor, and others, 

had turned their lawns into potato patches. The name 

of the new organization would be called the PPP (Plant 

Protest Potatoes). Winrod maintained that the Potato 

Control Board was a "perfect~ example of Communism. 

The American people, like these women, should insist 

that the United States government had no right to limit 

the produce grown." 20 

19Gerald B. Winrod, "Farm Imports Now Exceed Exports," 
The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 2 _(15 November 
1935): 6. 

20Gerald B. Winrod, "Items of Interest to Defenders," 
The Defender Magazine, January 1936, 4. 
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The AAA was nothi_ng more than "planned starvat j on" 

to Winrod. By not allowing farmers to produce an unlimited 

supply of agricultural products, nor allowing them to 

ship their excesses to charities in the East, Winrod 

maintained it was an evil scheme to reduce the country 

to slavery. By extending the Depression, Americans 

simply would not have strength to thwart the Communism 

that Roosevelt and his stalwarts contemplated. 

Furthermore, to Winrod, the AAA, the Cotton Bill, and 

the Potato Control legislation were all Communist plots 

h . h. . 21 to ac ieve tis primary purpose. 

To further demonstrate the dangers of the agricultural 

policies, Winrod reprinted parts of a speech given by 

former president Herbert Hoover in the Defender Magazine. 

Winrod proclaimed that Hoover, speaking to a crowd of 

ten thousand on 16 January 1935 in Lincoln, Nebraska, 

denounced the farm programs as a "Communis~ic plot against 

the farmers of the United States," and that the former 

president warned them to "s~op, look and listen." 

According to Winrod, Hoover declared that the American 

farmers possessed a stronger sense of personal liberty 

than other Americans. Moreover, Hoover intimated that 

it was the responsibility of the farmers to defend the 

21 Gerald B. Winrod, "Farmers and Potatoes," The 
Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 1 (15 Septembe-r~-
1935): 5; "Hot Potatoes,"The Revealer, A Christian 
News-Journal 1 (15 October 1935): 7; "American Farmers 
Face Ruin," 4. 
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her itage of individualism in the United States. 22 

I n 1936 Winrod wrote a scathing attack in the Revealer 

on Roosevelt, blasting the president for saying one 

thing and doing another. Although he iailed against 

almost every action Roosevelt had taken to alleviate 

the plight of the American people, the president's 

agricultural policy drew particular disgust. The 

evangelist stated that the 1932 Democratic platform 

condemned any policy that would restrict farm products 

despite demands of domestic markets. However, as soon 
. . 

as Roosevelt had been elected he quickly enacted the 

AAA. This legislation involved the destruction of all 

sorts of farm goods, thus limiting commodities desperately 

needed by thousands of starving Americans. Roosevelt 

had failed to adhere to his party's platform and therefore, 

h b d d . . d 23 s ould never e truste , accor 1ng to Winro. 

For the first time in American his~ory the f~deral 

government began to play a major role in the welfare 

of its people, and this clea~ ly agitated the evangelist. 

He constantly insisted that local and state organizations 

should aid the destitute. As a consequence, he regarded 

22 Gerald B. Winrod, "Hoover's Warning," The Defender 
Magazine, February 1935, 35; "Hoover's Blast," The Revealer 
A Christian News-Journal 2 (n. d.), 5. 

23Gerald B. Winrod, "Promises Versus Performances," 
The Revealer A Christian News-Journal 3 (15 November 
1936): 7. 
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the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) with great disdain. 

Winrod did not believe the CCC could relieve unemployment 

"thru the performances of useful public works." He 

blasted the CCC as Roosevelt's private army standing 

in the wings waiting to turn the democracy of America 

into a "state of dictatorship." Later in 1934, Winrod 

implied that the first 274,375 "Workers in the Woods" 

had been subjected to physical and mental conditioning 

to serve as "the first volunteers in the event of 

hostilities between the United States and Japan." Contrary 

to almost every report that spoke favorably about the 

CCC, Winrod rejected all positive aspects and offered 

his own misguided interpretations. Moreover, he suggested 

that the "soil soldiers" were learning to use instruments 

of war not tools. 24 

Many Defender readers admonished the evangelist 

for inflammatory statements he had made about the CCC. 

For example, P.C. Edwards stated in the Citizen-Times 

of Asheville, North Carolina, that when he visited a 

CCC camp he saw picks, shovels, axes saws, baseballs, 

footballs, and bats~ None of which could be considered 

armaments of war. Edwards admonished Winrod for uttering 

such disparaging remarks. As a result, perhaps, Winrod 

24Gerald B. Winrod, "Items of Interest to Defenders," 
The Defender Magazine, June 1933, 4; March 1934, 4; 
"Threatened to Adjourn Congress," The Revealer, A Christian 
News-Journal 2 (15 November 1935): 7. 



67 

took greater care not to be so overly critical of the 

CCC because it was so well-liked among most Americans, 

especially among poorer families and businesses. Besides, 

there were other New Deal programs the rabid evangelist 

could attack. 

When the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA) 

became law, Winrod proclaimed that "United States is 

being prepared for the arrival of the Beast," or the 

antichrist. He envisioned NIRA, especially the NRA, 

as the Beast. Furthermore, he warned, Americans, like 

the rest of the world, had become _"trademark conscious." 

Just as Italy had an axe in a bundle of sticks, Russia 

the hammer and sickle, and Germany the swastika, the 

United States now had the Blue Eagle. This symbol, 

parroti~g Hugh Johnson's words, "is a dangerous bird" 

because Americans were encouraged to support only 

businesses and industries that displayed th~ Blue Eagle. 25 

The clergyman also found similarities between the 

Blue Eagle and the "mark of the beast," stating that 

its "construction and appearance reflect the same spirit 

which will characterize the coming dictatorship." 

Furthermore, he complained that the six principles of 

NRA equaled the symbol 666, "the number of the beast." 

First, Winrod stated, that just as crisis_ conditions 

25 Gerald B. Winrod, "Beast Worship," The Defender 
Magazine, September 1933, 8. 
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caused the rise of the Blue Eagle, the Beast would also 

emerge from chaotic circumstances. Moreover, just as 

Americans greeted the NRA and the Blue Eagle with great 

enthusiasm, the Beast would be hailed as fervently but 

on a larger scale. Winrod also asserted that the NRA 

required that the Blue Eagle appear on all products 

and in store windows. This, warned Winrod, was similar 

to the tattoo of the Beast which would be displayed 

on the foreheads and right hands of the people. He 

further insinuated that both the Beast and the NRA were 

Jewish gifts to the world, and bo~h would be welcomed 

by the people with deep devotion and exuberance. Finally, 

Winrod warned that the NRA depended upon the boycott 

for success. This, he claimed, was a dangerous Jewish 

tactic, . and in this case was endorsed by the federal 

government. To buy products from those firms that did 

not support the NRA would be considered unpatriotic. 

In time the Beast would also join the boycott as no 

one would be able to trade with those who did not possess 

the "mark, the name of beast, or the number upon his 

b d .. 26 
0 y. 

Continuing his diatribe, Winrod referred to the 

thirteenth chapter from the Book of Revelation in the 

26Gerald B. Winrod, The NRA in Prophecy and Discussion 
of Beast Worship (Wichita, KS: Defender Publishers, 
1933), 41-44. 

...... 
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Bible. He compared the NRA to the arrival of the Beast 

and declared that two beasts would come. One would 

be a political and industrial dictator while the other 

would control religion. Both, however, would be known 

as the Beasts. Winrod further declared: 

The former is the Antichrist. The latter is the 
False Prophet. Business, industry, and governments 
will be brought under control of . the first Beast. 
The religions of the world will be synchronized 27 under the second Beast. 

According to the evangelist, part of this biblical prophecy 

had been fulfilled. Since the Blue Eagle had only invaded 

business and industry and not religion, Winrod reluctantly 

affirmed that it would be harmless to support it as 

long as each individual believed it to be beneficial 

to the economy. 28 

Continuing his assaults of New Deal programs, Winrod 

accused Roosevelt of buying the presidency in the election 

of 1936. In the December 1936 issue of th~ Revealer, 

Winrod declared that the president had not "received 

a 'mandate' from the Americ~n people to assume dictatorial 

powers." He dismissed the 523 electoral votes that 

Roosevelt received, stating that no "Republican has 

been able to get 500 electoral votes" because the "'solid 

south' practically always votes Democratic."29 

27 . d Winro , "Beast Worship," 3. 

28 . d A 45 Winro , NR , . 

29Gerald B. Winrod, "An Analysis of Roosevelt's 



70 

To prove his point, Winrod cited the election of Warren 

G. Harding in 1920. Harding, according to Winrod, had 

received all the electoral except those of the solid 

South. However, he received all the votes of the 

neighboring states. Therefore, one could consider that 

he won the election unanimously if "we disregard the 

South which votes Democratic by habit. 1130 Moreover, 

he claimed that the popular vote was more effective 

in deciding the outcome of an election. Alf Landon, 

_the Repµblican candidate from Kansas, received about 

seventeen million votes compared to Roosevelt's 

twenty-eight million, or by a majority of eleven million. 

Landon's supporters had obviously put "patriotism above 

prosperity" while Roosevelt's backers had obviously 

been bribed or forced, blasted Winrod. 31 

He asserted that 850,000 federal office workers 

unanimously supported the president in order to keep 

their jobs. The evangelist sarcastically declared that 

one federal worker was worth three votes, and therefore, 

two and half million votes were gained by Roosevelt 

in this manner. Winrod further asserted that these 

votes could not be interpreted to mean that the American 

Vote,'' The Revealer, A Christian New~-Journal 3 (15 
December 1936): 6-7. 

30 rbid. 

31 Ibid. 
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people approved of the New Deal. 

Winrod scoffed at the claim that Roosevelt had 

received the support of 85 percent of those on relief. 

Winrod calculated that about four and a half million 

ballots were cast as the result of the distribution 

of a "four billion dollar blank check." No one, Winrod 

snidely declared, could affirm that this meant that 

Americans approved of "New Deal collectivism." 32 

Furthermore, the claim that Roosevelt had gained 

80 percent of the "Negro vote in the North" was ludicrous, 

railed the clergyman. James Farley, head of the National 

Democratic Party, and his gang held one and a half million 

Negro votes in their clutches. · These electors could 

not be considered fans of the New Deal. Winrod also 

suggested that CCC workers had supported the Democrats 

because of the policy of "spreading propaganda. 

in the camps." Finally, Winrod asserted, there were 

those farmers who valued allotment checks "over their 

Americanism." According to Winrod's analysis, it was 

plain that Roosevelt had not received the majority of 

· 33 · the independent vote. He vehemently declared: 

it is something new in American politics when a 
president is re-elected by the votes of Communists 
and Socialists, ... the unemployed and helpless, 

. ignorant negroes,. . distressed American 

32winrod, "An Analysis," 6-7. 

33 Ibid. 
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farmers,. . by the . . . drunken and criminal classes, 
. by the ... wretches of the liquor traffic 

who expressed their gratitude . . for the opportunity 
legally to ply their profession of making money ou34 of debauching the youth and womanhood of the land. 

Therefore, Winrod concluded that the 1936 presidential 

election could not be considered a mandate for the New 

Dealers or for Roosevelt. 

While Winrod ranted about the presidential election, 

other forces in the United States seemed to confirm 

many of his suspicions about specific New ·oeal programs. 

In some ways the Supreme Court supported Winrod when 

the justices ruled unconstitution~l various legislative 

acts such as the AAA, the NRA, and the Guffey Coal 

Conservation Act. While Winrod rejoiced, the decisions 

concerned Roosevelt who believed that any new legislation 

brought _ forth would be struck down as well. At first, 

the newly re-elected president considered calling for 

amendments to the Constitution. However, he soon dismissed 

those ideas because any changes in the Constitution 

would most probably be reviewed by the Court. As time 

passed, Roosevelt concluded that the problem lay with 

the federal judicial system itself, and in February 

1937 he submitted new recommendations to Congress. 

He proposed that justices who reached the age of seventy 

resign or retire. If they did not do so within six 

months, the president could then appoint a new judge 

34 . d Winro , "An Analysis," 6-7. 
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for a total of six to __ the Supreme Court and forty-four 

to the lower courts. The president saw these changes 

as a way to make the Court more efficient raiher than 

a means to pack it with devotees of the New Deal. 35 

Both liberal and conservative elements in both 

Houses of Congress were quite wary of Roosevelt's plan. 

Many saw it as an instrument to embarrass the court 

for ruling against his legislation. Others, however, 

saw the scheme as an action to weaken the credibility 

of the court itself. Whatever the cause, the public 

rose up in protest. Roosevelt's plan was an attempt 

to destroy what the Founding Fathers had established 

36 over a hundred years before. 

As early as December 1936 Winrod argued that Roosevelt 

might attempt to ramrod through Congress a bill increasing 

the number of justices serving on the Supreme Court. 

Winrod, however, believed this ploy by the president 

would alienate a "large group ·of Southern Democrats." 

Furthermore, Winrod asserted this plan would be merely 

a continuation of Roosevelt's assault upon the 

Constitution. 37 After learning about the scheme in 

35 Leuchtenburg, 231-238. 

36 rbid. 

37 Gerald B. Winrod, "What is Roosevelt Going 
to Do?," The Revealer, A Christian News-Journal 3 (15 
November 1936): 11-12. 
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earl y 1937, Winrod strongly decried Roosevelt's tactics. 

Although he was vacationing in Mexico, Winrod contacted 

the Defender's office in Wichita. In his behalf the 

staff mailed petitions to fellow Defenders throughout 

the nation exhorting them to express their concern about 

the Court bill to their Congressmen. Winrod cried out 

to his supporters for its demise. 

After Roosevelt conceded defeat of his Court plan, 

Winrod wrote in the April 1937 Defender Magazine that 

he alone had written to several thousand Christian 

believers suggesting they petition their Congressmen 

and Senators to fight against the bill's passage. As 

a result, Winrod boasted that over 500,000 appeals had 

been delivered within a week, and a short time later 

Washington, D. C. had been inundated with over one million 

requests. Because of the petitions, many indecisive 

legislators had gained the confidence and ~ourage to 

resist the antics of the president. Moreover, the letters 

of petition had finally inspired "White House adversaries 

to speak out defiantly against Roosevelt. ,,JS Winrod 

firmly believed that with the aid of his fellow Defenders 

he had been responsible for the defeat of the court 

reorganization plan. 

Winrod continued his offensive against Roosevelt 

38Gerald B. Winrod, "A Furore on the Senate Floor," 
The Defender Magazine, April 1937, 1. 
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and hi s treachery. He emphasized that Christians had 

to r emain constantly alert to ward off any dubious actions 

that the president might take, and to express themselves 

with a greater earnestness than ever before. Newly 

empowered, Winrod began to act more decisively in his 

quest to defeat Roosevelt and the New Deal. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE DOWNFALL 

After Roosevelt's effort to add more justices to 

the Supreme Court failed, Winrod devised a new tactic 

to protest the president's action and power in Washington, 

D. C. If he were a member of the Senate he could resist 

the president and the rest of the New Dealers in their 

efforts to destroy democracy in the United States. 

In early January 1938 the newly politicized preacher 

announced his intentions to run for United States Senator 

from Kansas on the Republican Party ticket. He declared 

that it was of the utmost importance to preserve the 

"American plan of Government" during this time of "economic 

and political instability." He argued that continuation 

of New Deal policies would move the federal government 

closer to dictatorship. Indeed, early in his campaign, 

Winrod focused primarily on the preservation of the 

Constitution. At the same time, he also planned an 

assault on Communism, Fascism, and Nazism, as well as 

the New Deal. 1 

1"winrod is a Question Mark in Kansas Political 
Race," The Wichita (Kansas) Beacon, 14 June 1938, 11. 

76 
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Relying upon the. same methods that had made his 

ministry well-known and successful throughout the country, 

Winrod used the radio to broadcast his weekly political 

speeches throughout Kansas. He also traveled across 

the state in a sound truck to convey his message to 

his constituents. Moreover, he and his staff of twenty 

mailed over a 100,000 pieces of printed material containing 

campaign speeches and literature which had oeen requested 

by potential voters. At the same time, the preacher

turned-politician requested and received monetary donations 

to continue his radio crusade and $enatorial campaign. 2 

Not a flamboyant orator, Winrod reflected a quiet 

and friendly yet very persuasive demeanor. He appealed 

to people, especially the Kansas farmer who continued 

to suffer from the effects of the Great Depression, 

and he reached out to those who had grown dissatisfied 

with the New Deal. He also attracted those individuals 

who professed the same racist philosophy as he did, 

- and he had the unwavering support of his religious 

followers. As a result, Winrod attracted thousands 

h ld 11 h · votes for hi'm. 3 w o wou eventua y cast t eir 

By the summer of 1938 Winrod had expanded his 

political platform. He now called for the return of 

2,. · d . . " 11 Winro is a Question, . 

3oavid Bennett, The Party · of Fear: From Nativist 
to the New Right in American History (New . York: Vintage 
Books, 1988), 244-245. 
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States' Rights. He argued that the states' powers had 

been weakened by certain legislative acts of the New 

Deal. He also demanded that the United States retain 

its neutrality in a time of growing international 

diplomatic involvements. This was necessary, he contended, 

to keep Americans out of future armed conflicts. He 

further emphasized that a revival of patriotism, morality, 

and religion was imperative to rebuild the national 

character of the United States. He continued to insist 

that the Depression had been prolonged by experimental 

legislation instituted by the New Deal. Only with the 

~epeal of these measures could the nation rise out of 

the Depression. Finally, in yet another swipe at New 

Deal work projects, Winrod asserted that creation of 

"real jobs would give men a sense of purpose and the 

desire to work for a day's wage." Winrod insisted that 

jobs, planned by such New Deal Agencies as the WPA 

come to an end. 4 Indeed, it appeared that the more 

Winrod spoke, the more appealing he became to many people. 

During the early months of Winrod's campaign, the 

Kansas Republican Party paid little attention to the 

evangelist from Wichita. Party officials simply saw 

Winrod as just another Republican who was strongly 

dissatisfied with the New Deal. In reality, the 

4 "Statement of Principle," Wichita (Kansas) Publicity, 
12 May 1938, 2. 
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Republicans had no strong candidate to endorse. Former 

presidential candidate Alf Landon had no desire to run 

for office, nor did he have a real interest in the Senate 

race. He believed Clyde M. Reed, a former governor 

and newspaperman from Parsons, was guilty of "factional 

disloyalty'' atid weakly supported him. 5 Dallas Knapp 

of Coffeeville, a sixteen year veteran in the state 

legislature, and Jesse C. Fisher, a Methodist mitiister 

from Garden City, rounded out the Senate hopefuls. 

However, Party officials, including the National Republican 

Party chairman and a fellow Kansan, John Hamilton, slowly 

began to realize that Winrod's nomination could become 

an embarrassm~nt to Kansas and to the Republican Party. 

Soon Party executives denounced Winrod's alleged Nazi 

ties and his attacks on the Roman Catholic Church, Jewry, 

and the "colored folks." 6 

As the notoriety of his senatorial campaign spread 

across the nation, numerous national publications and 

organizations took exceptio~ to his candidacy. Time 

Magazine suggested that if Winrod won the Republican 

nomination, it would cause "many disgusted Kansas -

5oonald M. McCoy, Landon of Kansas (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1966), 396. 

6n · · h " h · h ' ( ) Camp Goes into H1g Gear, Te Wic 1ta Kansas 
Beacon, 1 August 1938, 1, 5. 
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Repu bl icans to vote Democratic 1n November." 7 Other 

publ ications revealed that Winrod had visited Germany 

in 1934 after Hitler's rise to power. Although the 

evangelist had condemned the Fascism of Hitler prior 

to his visit to ~ermany in the Defender, upon his return, 

they claimed, · he supported Nazism as way to alleviate 

the problems caused by the International Jew. Moreover, 

Winrod had formed alliances with other fascists such 

as Harry Jung of the American Vigilante Intelligence 

Federation. Anti-Winrod forces further implied that 

the evangelist received funding from "the notorious 

propaganda agency 1n Erfurt." Nicknaming him the Jayhawk 

Nazi they claimed he spewed anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic 

propaganda supplied by the German-American Bund run 

by Fritz Kuhn. Lastly, they warned that Winrod would 

ultimately bring shame and humiliation upon the Republican 

Party and to the people of Kansas if he won the Republican 

. 8 primary. 

By late June 1938 it ·was obvious that if the 

Republican Party in Kansas did not unify in defeating 

the Wichita crusader, Winrod would most certainly become 

the Republican nominee in August. On 25 June the Wichita 

711 Kansas Wilderness Vote," Time Magazine, 1 August 
1938, 13. 

8Bennett, 245; "Isms in Kansas," Newsweek, 1 August 
1938, 11-12; "Aimee's Jayhawk Hitler," Newsweek, 28 
November 1938, 30-31; Stanley High, "Star Spangled 
Fascists, Saturday Evening Post, 27 May 1939, 70-73. 
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Beac on commented tha t no one should underestimate Wi nrod's 

st rength as his campaign style appealed to many voters. 

The Beacon further cautioned that the fanaticism that 

he imbued had no place in state or national politics. 

Finally, the newspaper alerted readers that Winrod's 

ability t o influence listeners was a real menace to 

the other Republican candidates. 9 

A short time later William Allen White, editor 

of the Emporia Gazette, and Henry J. Allen heartily 

endorsed Clyde Reed. They declared that Reed was the 

only one of the three candidates who could save Kansas 

and the Republican Party from the dangerous and bigoted 

Winrod. They insisted that Winrod's nomination would 

nearly destroy the ailing Republican Party. White 

concluded that voting for the evangelist "would be 

tantamount to smearing the GOP with a Fascist label."lO 

As a result of Reed's endorsement by White and 

Allen, others gave their support to the former governor. 

Forty-one ministers across Kansas rallied around Reed 

so that the Republican "record would remain straight. ,,ll 

By the middle of July several other Kansas ministers 

publicly denounced Winrod and his so-called Nazi 

9,, · d . . " 11 Winro is Question, . 

lO"Looking Behind Winrod," The Wichita (Kansas) 
Beacon, 25 June 1938, 6. 

11 "Kansas Republican Group Backing Reed," The Wichita 
(Kansas) Eagle, 2 July 1938, 1. 
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propaganda. To prov~ that he professed religious 

into l erance and racial bigotry, the group, calling 

themselves the Friends of Democracy, compiled a fifteen 

page pamphlet containing reprints of numerous Defender 

and Revealer articles and distributed it throughout 

Kansas. They also forwarded a copy of the text to Senator 

Martin Dies and the Senate Committee on UnAmerican 

Activities in Washington, D. C. The ministers insisted 

that Kansans must not conform to the Fascist philosophy 

f . d 12 o W1.nro . Still other clergymen asserted that Winrod 

had criticized and opposed the Wichita Council of Churches 

and the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA). They 

argued that he did not "represent the Republican party 

nor its ideals for Kansas. His nomination would be 

an abomination to the Republican Party not only in Kansas 

13 but throughout the country." 

These assaults on Winrod further divulged that 

he had been honored 1.n the American Vigilante, a pro

Nazi and anti-Semitic newsletter operated by Robert 

Edmondson of New York City. Also receiving accolades 

with Winrod were William D. Pelley, head of the Silver 

Legion based in Asheville, North Carolina, and the 

12 "Kansas Must Not Go Fascist, Says Pastors' Report," 
The Wichita (Kansas) Beacon, 5 July 1938, 1, 9; "Wichita 
Rel1.g1.ous Leaders Denounce Winrod," The Wichita (Kansas) 
Eagle, 17 July 1938, 2; "Preachers Demand W1.nrod Qu1.t · 
Race," The Wichita (Kansas) Eagle, 30 July 1938, 6. 

13"Preachers Demand," 6. 
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. d 14 Ger man -American Bun • Slowly, Winrod's political 

sta r - began to fade in Kansas as people began to question 

his convictions as a politician and as a minister. 

The month before the August primary, a number of 

Winrod's supporters set out td rebut the allegations 

made by his opponents. They were determined to demonstrate 

to the rural voter that Winrod had been falsely maligned. 

They vainly attempted to persuade electors that the 

evangelist was not anti-Semitic, a racist, nor did he 

preach religious intolerance. In late July twenty-six 

churchmen from Kansas spoke out in Winrod's defense. 

They called him a "patriotic American, an upright Christian 

gentleman who has been actively engaged for years in 

constructive labors for the betterment of society."15 

Winrod's campaign manager, Preston Dunn, denounced those 

who had previously condemned his candidate. Dunn described 

them as Communist sympathizers, admirers of Norman Thomas, 

and worst of all, proponents of the New Deal. 16 Finally, 

Winrod himself took to the ,radio to defend himself from 

the vicious onslaught. He insisted that the issues 

against him were part of a heavily financed program 

of "vilification directed at him." However, he refused 

14"Not For Kansas," The Wichita (Kansas) Beacon, 
9 July 1938, 6. 

15 "26 Ministers Back Winrod," The Wichita (Kansas) 
Beacon, 20 July 1938, 2. 

16 "Preachers Demand," 6. 
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to give serious thought to such "childish personal attacks" 

when far more serious issues were at hand. Those problems 

were, of course, the New Deal, the National Labor Relations 

Board, the labor reorganization bill, and the farm program. 

He also refused to refute the articles attributed to 

him or t6 renounce the laurels allegedly conferred upon 

h . b h . . ·1 17 im y t e American Vigi ante. 

A few days before the election, John Hamil-ton, 

National Republican Party chairman, publicized a letter 

that he had written to a friend in Kansas. He openly 

denounced Winrod and his campaign endeavors. Although 

Hamilton would not stand behind any of the other three 

Republican aspirants, he assailed Winrod and his platform, 

urging fellow Kansas not to support Winrod in the coming 

election. To do so would be an embarrassment to the 

people of Kansas and the Republican Party. 18 

After the air had clear~~ and the Republican primary 

elections drew to a close, Clyde Reed, running on a 

platform of tolerance and freedom, won his party's 

nomination. However, Gerald Winrod received over 53,000 

votes or about 20 percent of the votes cast. Later, 

"in a carefully timed radio address," the defeated 

candidate cast his support to Reed. This, Winrod implied, 

1711winrod Again Fails to Answer Charges," The Wichita 
(Kansas) Eagle, 29 July 1938, 10. 

18 "Kansas Feud Helps Winrod," New York Times, 31 
July 1938, IV, 7. 
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en ab led Re ed to win a seat in Washington. 19 

Al though Winrod endured defeat he seemed to have 

suffered more from the public condemnations by his foes. 

He argued that he had been falsely maligned by "the 

entrenched agencies of evil." In an "Open Letter to 

the Peopie of Kansas," he declared: 

I knew that my opposition to Communism and New Dealism, 
would bring down upon me the wrath of international 
Jewry. . Ninety-five per cent of the persecution, 
harassment, and lying propaganda, ... results from 
the ability of international Jewry to strike Christian 20 and patriotic leaders, whom they mark for destruction. 

whatever difficulties Winrod might face in the future, 

they would be the result of the actions by his enemies; 

Roosevelt, the New Deal, and the International Jew. 

In late May 1940 Winrod endured yet another scandal. 

Frances, his wife ~f seventeen years, and their three 

children fled the Winrod home under police protection. 

She stated that her husband's Nazi sympathies had caused 

such an estrangement between them that she was afraid 

to remain in their home. Frances further attested that 

after returning from Germany several years earlier, 

Winrod began to sprinkle his religious se rmons with 

Nazi propaganda. She claimed she could no longer reside 

in a home where the children were constantly taught 

19Gerald B. Winrod, "An Open Letter to the People 
of Kansas, Unmasking a Conscience of Lies," (n. d.), · 
4. 

20ibid. 
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that Hi tler was right while the governments of France 

and Eng land were wrong. She alleged that Winrod had 

been promised a high position in the government once 

the Nazis came into power in the United States. 21 

For several days, the news of the family's woes 

appeared · in the Wichita Beacon and periodically in the 

Wichita Eagle. Scandal invaded Winrod's family life 

as the public discovered the darkest family secrets. 

Frances also divulged that the evangelist often remained 

awake at nights with a loaded gun, waiting for his 

enemies. 22 Furthermore, she claimed that Winrod remained 

under his parents' influence, and he would never leave 

them. The evangelist continued· to financially support 

his parents and had even built a residence for them 

adjacent to his own home. 23 Frances asserted that when 

they married on March 13, 1923, she ~hought they would 

evangelize and spread the Gospel together. However, 

after moving to Wichita, she discovered that her husband 

and his parents were under , the influence of a religious 

cultist whom she refused to name. 

2111wife Flees Home," The Wichita (Kansas) B"eacon, 
28 May 1940, 1, 3; "Ruling in Winrod Hearing Is Upheld," 
The Wichita (Kansas) Beacon, 5 June 1940, 1, 6; "Crusader 
Expects to Head U.S. When the Revolution Comes," The 
Wichita (Kansas) Beacon, 6 June 1940, 1, 6; "Reverend 
Winrod Faces $25,000 Libel Suit, The Wichita (Kansas) 
Beacon, 10 June 1940, 1, 2. 

2211wife Flees," 1, 3. 

2311Ruling in Winrod," 1, 6. 
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Frances confessed that she had been unhappy for 

severa l years, but because of her religious convictions 

ld k d . 24 cou not see a ivorce. After a week of public 

melodrama, the court ordered Winrod to stay at least 

two blocks away from the family home and to pay his 

wife twe~ty-five dollars weekly in support. 25 Later 

during the summer, Frances filed for separate maintenance. 

However, they apparentlr reconciled in later yea~s as 

she wrote a memorial article in the Defender after Winrod 

died. 

Twice within a brief period, Winrod, his views, 

his family affairs, and the Defender organization had 

been subjected to the scrutiny of an unkind populace. 

Despite the serious allegations and family problems, 

Winrod ~ontinued to keep the Defender organization 

functioning. Money kept pouring into his ministry from 

his myriad of supporters, while others continued to 

rally to his defense. A flier placed in the The Asheville 

Times by his supporters deolared that "Dr. Winrod is 

undoubtedly one of . the most misrepresented and maligned 

men." Moreover, they asserted that he had spent the 

last twenty years "upholding and defending those things 

sacred to the heart of every true American and lover 

24 The Wichita (Kansas) Evening Eagle, 4 June 1940, 
9. 

25 "Ruling in Winrod," 1, 6. 
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of Constitutional democracy." 26 Embittered but still 

empowered by his followers, Winrod continued his attacks 

on Roosevelt, the New Deal, and advancing Communism. 

Although he continued to oppose the domestic issues 

of the New Deal, international developments becam€ a 

serious ~oncern for the evangelist in the early 1940s. 

Nazi Germany had invaded almost every country in Europe, 

and Winrod realized that the isolationist stance of 

the United States might be in jeopardy as a result. 

Winrod began another letter campaign to keep the United 

States out of any future European conflict. He mailed 

hundreds of Prayer Circle letters stating that "the 

same 'gang of international destroyers' . . are working 

.. to pull our beloved country into Europe's 

Holocaust." 27 He urged his followers to flood Congress 

with two to three million petitions demanding that America 

remain neutral. He argued for the maintenance of this 

position not because of his alleged ties with Germany, 

but rather he simply desired that no American blood 

be shed on foreign soil again, and one of his sons was 

serving in the military. 

26 Lucius B. Compton, flier, Asheville (North Carolina) 
Times, 15 August 1940. Winrod Collection, Special 
Collections, Ablah Library, Wichita State University, 
Wichita, Kansas. 

27 Gerald B. Winrod, "On the Verge of War-Help Save 
Our Boys, letter to Christian Co-Worker, 12 December 
1940, Winrod Collection, Special Collections, Ablah 
Library, Wichita State University, Wichita, Karisas. 
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The chang ing world conditions not only disturbed 

the evangelist, but they also distressed President 

Roosevelt who had become concerned over the growing 

aggressiveness of Germany, Italy, and Japan. He, along 

with many others, were further troubled that the United 

States m{ght be vulnerable to an outside attack. The 

effort to protect the United States fro~ foreign and 

domestic assault began. As a result, Congress approved 

funding to build up and mobilize the military and the 

navy. In July 1940 President Roosevelt signed the Smith 

Act. The provisions of this legislation required that 

all aliens register at local post offices. In addition, 

all foreigners · had to be fingerprinted. These procedures 

would enable the government to keep watch over the movement 

of any alien agents. Another condition of the statute, 

which eventually affected Winrod, demanded the imprisonment 

and/or fine for those who wrote, spoke, or printed material 

which could cause the insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny 

or refusal of duty by any member of the military or 

28 navy. 

During the summer of 1942, Winrod and twenty-seven 

other anti-Semitic, anti-Roosevelt, and pro-Nazi defendants 

found themselves facing federal prosecution fo~ sedition, 

under the Smith Act. Federal prosecutor, William P. 

28 Leuchtenburg, 299-301; Smith Act, Statues at 
Large, 54, (1940). 
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Malo ney argu ed that the accused, William D. Pelley, 

Jame s True, George S. Vierick, Elizabeth Dilling, Gerald 

B. Winrod, Robert Edmondson, and twenty-one others were 

guilty of distributing seditious material as early as 

1933. Subsequently, these first charges were dismissed. 

However, in early January 1943, Winrod and twenty-seven 

others were rearrested on the same charges. The charges 

were dropped on 5 March 1943, when Judge Jesse Adkins 

ruled that the prosecution had been attempting to try 

the defendants for acts committed before any law made 

h 
. 29 t em a crime. 

Finally, on January 4, 1944, a new federal prosecutor, 

0. John Rogge, replaced Maloney. He charged the thirty 

defendants with conspiring in a Nazi plot to overthrow 

the national government and replace it with a national 

socialist regime. 30 Some who had been named previously 

were not re-indicted, and new names app~ared on the 

roster. Winrod's name, however, appeared in all three 

indictments. 

The trial began on April 17, 1944, and it dragged 

on for several months despite considerable controversy. 

Several members of Congress assailed the trial. Senator 

29Gerald B. Winrod, The Sedition Case (Lowell,Az.: 
Lutheran Research Society), 11-12, 18, 33. 

30James MacGregor Burns, Roosevelt: The 
Soldier of Freedom (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1970), 453. 
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Will iam Langer of North Dakota, for example, urged Attorney 

General Francis Biddle to call for dismissal. The Senator 

also complained that the defendants were not powerful 

or wealthy enough to institute a conspiracy, but that 

they were ' only ordinary people who had made some 

"ill-advised statements." 31 

Newspapers and journals that had previously hailed 

the trial also grew weary and stopped covering it, although 

they continued to support the federal prosecutors. 

When the newspapers complained, they often condemned 

certain members of the defense for "obstruction and 

1 .. d 1132 unru y con uct. In spite of these periodic outbursts, 

the trial plodded along until November 30, 1944 when 

the trial came to an abrupt halt. Judge Edward C. Eicher 

died in his sleep. Although the trial never resumed 

after his death, it was not formally dismissed until 

7 December 1944. Throughout the following years feeble 

attempts were made to retry Winrod. These ended when 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) disclosed 

that there was not enough evidence to convict him. 

Although neither Wirirod nor anyone else had been convicted 

·of subversive activities during this period, this judicial 

31 congress, Senate, Senator William Langer of North 
Dakota speaking on the "The Washington, . D. C. Sedition 
Trial," 78th Cong., 2nd sess., Cong re ssional Record 
(8 September 1944). 

32 "Courtroom Farce," The Washington Post, 28 July 
1944, 4B. 

--
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endeavor appeared to .have quieted all the "fanatic 

Roosevelt haters" and muzzled seditious propaganda for 

. 33 a time. 

Winrod claimed all three indictments and their 

subsequent trials had been thin attempts to· send all 

the foes of the New Deal to jail. Moreover, he stated, 

the accused were enemies of Communism. This was not 

a virtue since "our country was at war on the side of 

Russia." These trials were an effort to make "it appear 

that it was un-American and seditious to fight 

. ,,34 Communism. 

According to the Wichita evangelist, Maloney failed 

as the federal prosecutor because the federal judges 

serving on the first two trials had been honest and 

forthright. They had not allowed the prosecution to 

try the defendants for deeds that had been committed 

prior to passage of the Smith Act. However, the third 

and final trial was an abomination, complained Winrod. 

O~ John Rogge, the new fede~al prosecutor, was a "left 

wing fanatic and a protege of Felix Frankfurter." Rogge 

insinuated that the accused had been promised a position 

in a govern~ent somewhere in the United States by Hitler. 

As a result, Rogge also named Hitler as a "Co-conspirator" 

33Burns, Soldier of Freedom, 454. 

34 . d d. . 13 Winro , Se ition, . 
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in the trial which Winrod hailed as outrageous. 35 

Wi nrod also declared Judge Eicher favored the 

prosecution and never allowed the defense to object 

to certain tactics used by the prosecution. Worse yet, 

asserted the evangelist, Judge Eicher had been appointed 

to the federal bench by President Roosevelt. The Judge 

constantly shielded Rogge, and declared that the Justice 

Department did not have present any information to confirm 

when the alleged Nazi conspiracy occurred. When Judge 

Eicher died, Winrod maintained that God had intervened. 36 

Nevertheless, Winrod had suffered public embarrassment 

and financial loss. Once more he returned to Wichita 

and to the Defender organization. He had been defeated 

and humiliated in every aspect of his public and political 

life. He quietly continued to promote the Defenders 

organization and publish its magazine. He renewed his 

radio sermonettes, raved about a remarkable cancer cure, 

the Hoxie Treatment, and as usual concluded his broadcasts 

with pleas for money to con~ inue the Defender ministry. 

Through Prayer Circles l e tters and pe riodic articles 

in the Defender Winrod vented his frustration and anguish. 

Roosevelt, the New Deal, the Jew, and his fear of Communism 

defeated the evangelist although he believed they were 

35winrod, Sedition, 39-44. 

36 rbid., 111-123. 
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still a maJor threat -to American democracy and to 

Christianity. He informed his correspondents that "there 

would be no brutal Nazism today, had it not been for 

savage Communism, shackled upon the nations by the Jewish 

Money Power." 37 In his letters, Winrod warned that 

Roosevelt parroted the philosophies of these unseen 

enemies who were attempting to maneuver or navigate 

the United States into war. 38 Winrod was a bitter 

man who could only bemoan the past and its consequences. 

Once the United States entered into World War 

II, Winrod made feeble attempts to assuage his hatred 

for the government in power. He claimed he only criticized 

the Roosevelt administration in a fair and reasonable 

manner. He only wanted to reinforce the fiber that 

protect~ the public morale. He wrote: 

In opposing trends toward foreign war, our views 
in those days, were exactly the same as those of 
the President, who said .. your boy is not going 
to be sent to fight upon foreign soil. 

Since Pearl Harbor, we have done 
our best to help win the war. 39 

37Gerald B. Winrod, letter to a Prayer Circle and, 
24 February 1942, Winrod Collection, Special Collections, 
Ablah Library, Wichita State University, Wichita, Kansas. 

38Gerald B. Winrod, letter to Prayer Circle Friend, 
9 September 1942, Winrod Collection, Special Collections, 
Ablah Library, Wichita State University, . Wichita, Kansas. 

39Gerald B. Winrod, letter to Friend in Christ, 
n.d., Winrod Collection, Special Collections, Ablah 
Library, Wichita State University, Wichita, Kansas. 



95 

Th e def eated evangelist further insisted that he would 

do notHing to imperil the lives of men fighting on alien 

soil; after all, he also had a son in the service. 

After Roosevelt died in 1945 Winrod proclaimed 

that the "removal of Roosevelt, and the inauguration 

of Truman" had been most certainly an "Act of God." 40 

Truman had been sincere in his request for prayers from 

the people of the United States, asserted Winrod, who 

believed that the new president realized how much the 

nation had suffered during the Roosevelt era. Clearly 

Winrod hoped Truman would restore the democracy that 

had been destroyed by the New Deal. Therefore, it would 

be easy to pray for the new president. 

In 1946, Winrod wrote Communism in Prophecy, History, 

and America. In this new book, Winrod attempted to 

prove that Communism had been allowed to develop despite 

Biblical prophecy and signs. However, ~hapter Five, 

"Communism in America," attacked late President Roosevelt. 

Winrod asserted that Phili~ Dru: Administrator, written 

by Mandell House in 1912 was a "blue print for an American 

revolution." Winrod insisted that Roosevelt had used 

House's theories in an attempt to destroy the Constitution, 

and American liberty, and establish a totalitarian state. 41 

40Gerald B. Winrod, letter to Prayer Circle Member, 
2 June 1945, Winrod Collection, Special Collections, 
Ablah Library, Wichita, State University~ Wichita, Kansas. 

41 Gerald B. Winrod, "Communism in Danger," Communism 
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Win r od simply could not forget the Roosevelt administration 

nor the pain and embarrassment it had caused him. 

Wi nrod attempted to keep Christian Protestantism 

and American democracy from embracing a new and modern 

world. Old American values were eroded by "cosmopolitan 

and intellectual'' thinking, and old capitalist values 

were being integrated with Socialist and Communistic 

ideas. 42 Winrod recoiled and professed these 6hanges 

were a result of a lack of religious faith and urged 

Americans to return to the Bible. However, prayer and 

salvation did not allevia t e the worsening conditions 

of the nation. Afraid of the liberal ideas of President 

Franklin Roosevelt and his New Deal, Winrod soon combined 

the teachings of the Bible with anti-Semitic literature. 

Always using the Bible as his defense, he lashed out 

at the New Deal and the president. He never offered 

any feasible alternatives as did other Roosevelt foes 

such as Huey P. Long and Francis Townsend. Moreover, 

President Roosevelt simply ~ould not incorporate Winrod's 

ideas with his own. After all, hate and religious bigotry 

simply do not fit irito sound governmental policies. 

When Winrod died on 11 November 1957, at the age 

in Prophecy, History, and America (Wichita, Ks.: Defender 
Publishers , 63-86. 

42 Richard Hofstadter, The Paranoid Style in American 
Politics and Other Essays (New York: Alfred Knopf, 1965), 
23-24. 
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of 57 i n Wichita, he - left behind a successful organization. 

Many f undamentalist groups who had aligned themselves 

with Winrod in the i9 20s continued to support the Defenders 

movement throughout Winrod's turbulent later years. 

Defender missions stretched into Mexico, the Middle 

East, and Puerto Rico. M. L. Flowers and other tireless 

workers kept printing the Defender Magazine, and many 

respected clergymen of the 1940s and 1950s, lik~ Billy 

Graham, submitted articles for publication. Moreover, 

Defender Townhomes, a type of retirement home, were 

established in Kansas City, Missou~i and Beatrice, Nebraska 

as well as in other areas in the Midwest. 

Winrod's philosophy of anti-Semiticism and religious 

bigotry endured as well. Others like Billy James Hargis 

and his Christian Crusade in Tulsa, Oklahoma, have studied 

Winrod's works. 43 As a result, Winrod's legacy of 

hate veiled in the name of God and religion persists 

today. Winrod was an effective Defender of the Faith 

in the 1920s when he labored diligently to keep modernism 

out of the church. However, by the 1930s, in his zeal 

to expose liberalism in every aspect of American life, 

he became misguided. Hate and anti-Semiticism, interlaced 

with the Holy Gospel awarded the great defender with 

the infamous name of the Jayhawk Nazi. 

43 Bennett, 328-330. 
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