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Welcome to the 2019-2020 progress report for the University Libraries. What a year! In the last 
twelve months, the University Libraries completed a much needed expansion of the E.K. Edmiston 
24 Hour Study Room; migrated the institutional repository (SOAR) to the cloud; offered a well-re-
ceived program about the Dockum-Sit-In; began a year-long 125th celebration of the University’s 
and the Library’s birthday; and continued providing the services, collections, and engagement activi-
ties needed to support our students, faculty, and staff. In a normal year these alone would be proud 
achievements, but the last twelve months have been anything but normal. Beginning in February 
2020, signs were on the horizon the world was about to face a pandemic not seen for over 100 
years. As COVID-19 numbers began rising in the community, the University, including the University 
Libraries, began preparing to move classes and services totally online. When we started the process, 
many of our library employees did not have the home technology or internet connections to suc-
cessfully transition to working from home. Our employees persevered, successfully working through 
these challenges, and with the tremendous support of the University Libraries Technology Unit, we 
were ready to make the switch when the University shut the physical campus down in March. Al-
though our buildings were closed, we continued providing library access using the online services 
and collections University Libraries had added over the last few years, many due to the generous 
support of our donors. After a two month closure, the University reopened to a new reality. To open 
safely, the CDC’s COVID-19 abatement recommendations had been implemented campus-wide. For 
the University Libraries that meant removing and spreading out furniture, making sure all public 
and staff areas had supplies of hand sanitizer and disinfectant, installing safety barriers, developing 
touchless checkout procedures, and training library personnel on how to work safely with in-person 
patrons. I cannot fully express how proud I am of the efforts our library faculty and staff made to 
meet these COVID-19 challenges and continue providing such a high level of service. 

Although the COVID pandemic is still very much with us, I am optimistic as we enter this new 
year. On the national level, vaccines are being distributed that hopefully will halt the spread of 
this virus. At the local level, exciting new library projects are getting started. This spring, we will 
be working with the WSU Foundation on a significant library fund-raising campaign. Additionally, 
we are in the initial design phase to create a Digital Scholarship Com-
mons focused on supporting the production of new types of human-
ities and social sciences research. We also are engaged with University 
Facilities Planning Office in evaluating the overall space needs of Ablah 
Library with the goal of producing design plans to take the library build-
ing into the future. All of these activities will make for a busy, but great 
year, as University Libraries continues to grow and support the Universi-
ty’s education, research and service missions.  

I hope you enjoy this Progress report.
Best wishes, 

Kathy A. Downes 
Dean of University Libraries
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AnalyticsLibrary

A peek at University Libraries by the  
numbers in 2019-2020.

7,426 
Workshop/event  

participation

15,155.5
Study Room  

Hours Booked

388
Total workshops & 

instructional sessions

34.4  34.4  
millionmillion

75 % 
Book purchases were e-books

Available e-resources 
(Including e-books, databases, video & 

individual audio streaming tracks)

207,914207,914 Ablah Library attendance

8,484
Total individual 
book purchases
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Online PresenceOnline Presence
As the digital world continues to grow and evolve, University Libraries has committed to utilizing both its 

website - libraries.wichita.edu - and social media channels on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram to extend 
the Libraries' reach. This was especially important in 2019-2020 with the global pandemic forcing the Li-
braries to shift much of its focus to virtual operations.
Below is a snapshot of the Libraries' online and social media reach to its patrons.

Social Media

Library Websites

Twitter
233,900 

Impressions (times our 
posts were seen)

19,500 
Average monthly  

impressions

90 
Followers gained

Facebook Instagram
14,240 
Impressions

1,187 
Average monthly  

impressions

66 
Followers gained

19,007 
Impressions

1,584 
Average monthly  

impressions

63 
Followers gained

libraries.wichita.edulibraries.wichita.edu

The Libraries' unique digital 
collections received consid-

erable usage in 2019-20. 
Catalog searches include all 
searches for library materials 

from local search services. 
SOAR is the Shocker Open 
Access Repository - Wichita 

State's institutional reposito-
ry provides access to WSU's 

digital scholarship to a global 
audience while also serving 

as reliable digital storage. 
Special Collections & Uni-
versity Archives include a 
wide array of rare materials 
both digital and print. Lib-
Guide views include online 
library-created instruction-
al materials and guides by 

subject.

170,579
LibGuide Views1,399,129 

Library Online 
Catalog Searches

949,328 
SOAR Views & 

Downloads

737,800 
Special Collections 

Views
392,092 

Library Homepage 
Views
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Our DonorsOur DonorsOur Donors

ONGOING ENDOWMENTS 
21st Century Campaign·Internal/External End Fund 
Ablah, Frank & Harvey Families - Special Collections 
Ablah, Frank & Harvey Families - General 
Adams, Harry B Endowed Libraries Fund 
Adams, Jackson P  Endowed Book Fund 
Baldwin, Simone M. Library Endowed Fund 
Becker, Paul J. Patent Library Fund 
Beech, Walter H. & Olive Ann Collection Endowed 
Fund
Berg, J. Robert & Marijean Graduate Assistantship 
for University Libraries
Brammer, Harold & Mary Endowed Library Fund
Cohen, Dorothy & Bill Fund for University Libraries 
Cope, Owen/Sarah Amsden Memorial Fund
Corbin Family Library Fund 
Drummond, Henry, Margaret, & Charles Memorial 
Fund
Edelmen, Sam Endowed Library Fund
Engstrom, J. Eric Endowed Library Book Fund
Engstrom, J. Eric Endowed Staff Support for Univer-
sity Libraries
Foshee, Deanna Library Fund 
Grafly, Chas. Preservation & Archives from Dorothy 
Grafly & Charles Drummond
Harris, James, PhD & Dr. Patricia Wyatt-Harris Li-
brary Fund
Hyde Family Fund 
Isley, M. Alice Memorial Book Endowment Book 

Fund 
Jabara, Geri and Fran Endowed Library Fund 
Library Associates Investment Fund 
Library Endowed Fund 
Longsworth, Paul & Rebecca Endowed Library Fund 
Lunt, Charlotte & Ken Distinguished Graduate Assis-
tantship for University Libraries
McKinley, Lloyd Endowed Memorial Library Fund for 
Chemistry 
Mcleod, Brian Library Fund 
Mershon, Dr. James Special Collection Endowed 
Fund
Miller, George W & Mary C. Memorial Library Fund 
Morgan, Leo & Maud Memorial Book Fund 
Mueller, Harrie S. 
New Academic Program Initiatives Library Endow-
ment 
Riley, Lee & Carolyn Endowment 
Riley, Lee R. Distinguished Graduate Assistantship 
Rossdutcher Library Fund 
Seamans Memorial Library Fund
Tasch, Paul and Ruth Endowed Special Collections 
Fund 
Teall, Marian E. & Robert A. Endowed Library Fund 
Tihen, Dr. Edward N. Memorial Fund 
Wong, Wayne Hung & Kim Suey Yee Endowed Li-
brary Fund
Yingling, Catherine Conklin Endowed Library Fund

University Libraries would like to recognize those who provided gifts in 2019-2020. Donations support 
advancements of library programs, directly impacting Wichita State students and faculty.
Our distinguished donors are:

MAJOR DONORS
Marijean Berg
John R. Morse

INDIVIDUALS
Dorothy A. Aelmore

Sandra C. Bibb
Alan L. Blough
Paige Cortes
William A. Cox
Katherine Fitzgerald
Stephen H. Holmes

William L. Knight
Hugo L. Marquez- Soljancic
Dennis G. Myers
Phyllis J. Polk
M. Geney Reed
Paul D. Sinclair
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Donor ImpactDonor Impact
Since the first basket of books was donated to the 

Library in 1895, gifts have always been an important 
part of the Libraries’ growth and history. Gifts help 
the Libraries to provide services and enhance collec-
tions and facilities, as well as directly impact graduate 
students at Wichita State University. Through dona-

tions and endowed funds, University Libraries provides 
employment to several graduate students. These 
employment opportunities provide unique work experi-
ences while the students continue their coursework and 
research towards their degrees. University Libraries is 
grateful for our hardworking graduate assistants.

Courtesy photo
Srinivas Jeganmohan received the 
2019-20 Charlotte and Ken Lunt 
Distinguished Graduate Assistant-
ship and the Lee Riley Current 
Library Graduate Assistantship. 
Before graduating in 2020, he was 
a GA working in Special Collections 
and University Archives.

Library Graduate Assistantships 
made possible through donor funds
The following are the 2019-20 Wichita State graduates who were recognized upon completing their Grad-

uate Assistantships with University Libraries. They are:

Graduate AssistantshipName/Library Unit
Srinivas Jeganmohan
Special Collections

Charlotte & Ken Lunt Distinguished Graduate Assistantship  
and the Lee Riley Current Library Graduate Assistantship

Shruti Sambamurty Ganji
Systems

Lee R. Riley  
Distinguished Graduate Assistantship

Muhammad Wahaaj Siddiqui
Systems

Lee Riley Current Library Graduate Assistantship and  
the Lee R. Riley Distinguished Graduate Assistantship

Alina Huda
Systems

Dorothy & Bill Cohen Fund for  
University Libraries Graduate Assistantship

Shivani Venkat 
Access Services

Lee R. Riley  
Distinguished Graduate Assistantship

Sai Samhitha Nadela 
Tech Services

Dorothy & Bill Cohen Fund for  
University Libraries Graduate Assistantship

Tanvika Guduru 
Tech Services

J. Robert & Marijean Berg Graduate Assistantship  
and the Lee Riley Current Library Graduate Assistantship



Highlighted 
Collections
Highlighted 
Collections
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Significant resources made available through the generosity of donors in 2019-20

Springer e-book collections
University Libraries purchased perpetual access to the 2020 front-

list of five e-book subject collections published by Springer. The five 
collections are Biomedical & Life Sciences, Computer Science, En-
gineering, Intelligent Technologies & Robotics, and Social Science. 
These collections, totaling 2,871 e-books, will support the teaching 
and research needs of students and faculty in many disciplines – with 
a focus on STEM and convergent science initiatives and programs.

Gale Virtual Reference Library e-books
University Libraries purchased perpetual access to 29 new electron-

ic encyclopedias and other reference works in the Gale Virtual Ref-
erence Library, a major digital library for reference works across all 
disciplines. These newly purchased reference works support students 
and programs in many areas including business, environment, ethnic 
studies, gender studies, health, history, music, science, and sociology. 
The titles include Business Plans Handbook; Discoveries in Modern 
Science: Exploration/Invention/Technology; Encyclopedia of Environ-
mental Issues; Gale Encyclopedia of Public Health; Gender: Nature; 
Race and Ethnicity in America; Small Business Sourcebook; and Writ-
ers Directory. 

Wiley-IEEE and MIT Press e-books
University Libraries purchased perpetual access to the 2020 front-

list of engineering-related e-books published by IEEE-Wiley and MIT 
Press. These nearly 100 e-books are made available in the IEEE 
Xplore Digital Library and are published in the fields of computer 
science and engineering technologies including artificial intelligence, 
bioengineering, power & energy, and communication technologies, 
among other growing areas of research.

Statista
University Libraries renewed their subscription to Statista, a popular 

database of current statistical data on a broad range of topics. In-
ternational in scope, its primary focus is business but includes broad 
social, economic, and demographic data.  
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With the COVID-19 pandemic affecting in-person instruction during 2019-2020, 
digital resources continued to be a huge part of University Libraries' overall func-
tion. Faye O'Reilly, digital resources librarian and assistant professor, highlighted 
some of the major enhancements and focuses of the library's digital collections, as 
well as needs for the future. Faye O'Reilly

Aiding in College costs:

Supporting growing programs:

Importance of online access:

Electronic resources continue 
to be an emphasis for library 
collections, with subscriptions to 
streaming and multimedia con-
tent growing each year. 

Additionally, more DRM-Free 
(resources without digital rights 
management) and multi-user 
e-books have been purchased 
as a part of the open education 

resources textbook initiative 
launched on the WSU campus in 
2019 - which uses public domain 
or open license materials to help 
reduce education expenses.

In the 2020 fiscal year, the library purchased more than 2,000 e-books in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics) subject areas to support growing programs in manufacturing, robotics and 
engineering. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic 
when 100% of classes and re-
search were online, University Li-
braries (along with the rest of the 
campus) witnessed the true value 
and impact of electronic collec-
tions for our WSU community. 
We were also able to observe our 

content delivery systems operate 
successfully at maximum capacity 
for an extended period of time. 
It is a great source of pride for 
University Libraries to have been 
able to facilitate the sudden transi-
tion to online classes so effectively. 
While this is not only a testament 
to the expertise and hard work 
of library staff, it is an opportune 
time to thank our donors who have 
supported us over the years as we 
developed these digital collections.

Chatting with our experts - 

On the horizon for next year 
is replacing the aging integrat-
ed library system Voyager, to 
bring the kind of next-generation 
online presence and capabilities 

students expect when they come 
to Wichita State University. Up-
grading to a new library system 
will help the libraries grow along 
with the University's research 

efforts and bring new and im-
proved experiences to faculty 
and students like enhanced 
metadata, intuitive searching 
and visual impact factors.

“In the 2020 fis-
cal year, the li-
brary purchased 
more than 2,000 
e-books in STEM 
subject areas."

“In the 2020 fis-
cal year, the li-
brary purchased 
more than 2,000 
e-books in STEM 
subject areas."
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From the Archives
New collection highlights campus evolution, growth

Special Collections and Univer-
sity Archives is the unit within 
University Libraries that ac-
quires, arranges, preserves, and 
makes available to the public 
rare and unique books, man-
uscripts, university records, 

photographs and other images, 
and Kansas maps and atlases. 
Its purpose is to enhance Wich-
ita State University Libraries' 
general collection, support the 
research and teaching programs 
of Wichita State University, and 

provide opportunities for re-
search to the people of Wichita 
and Kansas and to the research 
community at large.

19281928

19671967 19951995
Photos courtesy of  

Wichita State Special Collections & University Archives

Special Collections and University Archives developed and made available an important new digital map collection in 2020. 
The "Wichita State University Campus Maps" collection at libraries.wichita.edu/sc/digital is comprised of maps of cam-
pus dating from its days as Fairmount College to the present. This compendium details the evolution of the campus and 
the surrounding area through more than 100 years of official university maps, including those pictured dated 1928 (above; 
looking east from Hillside), 1967 (left; looking north from 17th Street), and 1995 (below; looking north from 17th).

Continued on Page 11

Overview of University Libraries Special Collections:
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Major Special Collections added in 2019-2020

O.W. Wilson:

Mike Smith:

Jim Yarnell:

Dan Ruge:

Orlando Winfield Wilson was an American police officer who re-
formed the police system to the one we know today. He became 
Chief of Police in Wichita where he served until 1939. Wilson 
is responsible for reforms meant to reduce corruption and the 
schooling now required for police officers around the country. The 
Wichita Police Department was dubbed the “West Point of Law 
Enforcement” under Wilson’s tenure. Wilson, along with Hugo 
Wall, also started the criminal justice program at Wichita State 
University. He introduced the use of patron care, mobile radios, 
and a mobile crime lab. The collection includes original handcuffs, 
an original drawing of Wilson in a police airplane, a scrapbook of 
photographs and newspaper clippings, and photographs.

Mike Smith is a meteorologist from Kansas who founded 
WeatherData, Inc. and was the Senior Vice President of Accu-
Weather Enterprise Solutions. He received a special lifetime 
achievement award from the National Weather Association 
for nearly 50 years of creative and innovative service in the 
field of meteorology. His collection includes documentation 
from several important court cases in which Smith served as 
an expert witness. The court cases dealt with plane crashes 
and weather related causes. He also donated photographs and 
journals from the meteorological field.

Jim Yarnell was a local photographer, artist, printer, 
and bookmaker. Materials donated to the Special 
Collections include materials used in miniature book-
making, paper printing examples, and “specimen” 
examples of printmaking throughout history – includ-
ing papyrus fragments from 300 BC. These materials 
are used regularly in class presentations and add 
to students' overall understanding of bookmaking 
throughout history.

This is a collection of World War I-era glass plate negatives 
depicting Wichita. Special Collections also received some 
digitized images of the negatives. Our Special Collections 
faculty and staff are still researching more about this local 
collection.
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Project  
Complete

E.K. and Kathlien Edmiston 24-Hour 
Study Room gets update

Shockers receive an expanded around-the-clock study space
The largest physical transformation of a library 

space in 2019-2020 was a Shocker community 
favorite. 
The E.K. and Kathlien Edmiston 24-Hour Study 

Room expanded into the main foyer at the front 
entrance of Ablah Library with brand new furnish-
ings.
Previously confined to a smaller space, the 24-

Hour Study Room now encompasses the entire 
front foyer of Wichita State's main library. 
Thanks to funding from Academic Affairs and 

donors, the area received new furnishing, up-
dated flooring, enhanced lighting, a new HVAC 
system, enhanced security, as well as a new 

unisex bathroom - something patrons noted was 
sorely needed. The vending area also was en-
hanced with a much-requested new hot coffee 
machine.
After construction began in winter 2019, the new-

ly-renovated area was re-opened in January just in 
time for the Spring 2020 semester.
The E.K. and Kathlien Edmiston 24-Hour Study 

Room was first dedicated Oct. 5, 1999. The ren-
ovation project marks the first time the area has 
received a significant remodeling. A re-dedication 
of the facility planned for Spring 2020 was canceled 
due to COVID-19 concerns but will be rescheduled 
when conditions permit.
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Timeline............
RIGHT: Before the 2019-
2020 renovations, the 
24-Hour Study Room was 
separate from the main 
foyer in Ablah Library, con-
sisting of a smaller space. 
The original furniture from 
1999 was still in place, and 
the area lacked restroom 
facilities. The renovation 
project added a restroom 
and extended the space 
into the main foyer with 
updated furnishings.

RIGHT: A crane 
brings in a new 
HVAC system. 
The new unit 
was placed on 
the north side 
of Ablah Library, 
just above the 
original 24-Hour 
Study Room 
area.

BELOW: Workers 
continue ren-
ovation of the 
24-Hour Study 
Room shortly 
before reopening 
in Jan. 2020. 

ABOVE: Tony Lashinsla, contractor, and Ginger Wil-
liams, University Libraries associate dean for aca-
demic engagement and public services, face the brick 
wall separating the 24-Hour Study Room from Ablah 
Library's main foyer in Oct. 2019. The wall was torn 
down to extend the 24-Hour study space into the foyer.

BELOW: Facing north looking into where the brick wall 
used to stand, workers continue renovations on the 24-
Hour Study Room in Jan. 2020.



In March 2020, with the spread 
of the coronavirus, university 
administration, adhering to the 
county-wide mandate, took steps 
to mitigate the spread by closing 
the physical campus. This included 
canceling large-scale in-person 
events (including commencement 
ceremonies), encouraging work 
from home, and moving to virtual 
instruction for the remainder of 

the spring semester.
In response to the University's di-

rective, University Libraries moved 
quickly to adjust its services to 
meet the new environment. 
With all physical library locations 

closed, faculty and staff were set-
up to work virtually from home. 
Due to previous investment into on-
line services and collections, library 
patrons were still able to access 

important resources including:
• Online reference chat with 

librarians.
• Scheduled pickup for request-

ed items/interlibrary loan.
• Access to online resources 

available via the library's website.
Following a more than two 

month shutdown, University 

Page 14
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University Libraries works to safely  
reopen amid virus pandemic

Muhammad Usmani, director of library technologies, dons his Shocker facemask May 26, 2020 - the first day Ablah 
Library began re-opening to Shocker students, faculty, and staff following a more than two month shutdown.

Continued on Page 15
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Libraries worked with the administration's Shock-
ers United plan to safely re-open the library in May. 
Steps taken included:
• Requiring masks for both faculty/staff and pa-

trons.
• Removal of seating and repositioning furni-

ture to encourage social distancing of six feet or 
more.
• Installing Plexiglass barriers at the Circulation 

and Reference desks, as well as in C-Space.
• Widespread distribution of cleaning supplies.
• Reducing library hours for patrons, and stag-

gered re-entry hours for faculty/staff.
Throughout the ensuing months, library adminis-

tration continued to update policies and hours as 
needed to suit the ongoing virus situation.
Library faculty/staff remained busy through the shut-

down and into re-opening assisting Shocker professors 
and students with their research and instruction.

LEFT: Ginger Williams, associate dean, and 
Kathy Downes, Dean of University Librar-
ies, discuss utilizing lockers as a form of 
storing item holds placed online for con-
tact-less pickup.

ABOVE: Plexiglas barriers were installed 
at the Circulation Desk as a safety precau-
tion during Summer 2020 to protect both 
patrons and library faculty/staff from the 
spread of COVID-19.

Continued from Page 14

RIGHT: Tanner Huff, 
University Libraries 
stacks and facilities 
manager, and Cynor-
ra Jackson, University 
Libraries access services 
manager, measure out at 
least six feet of distance 
between seating inside 
Ablah Library prior to the 
re-opening of the facility. 
This task was conducted 
based on CDC (Center for 
Disease Control) guide-
lines of six-feet social 
distancing to help stop 
the spread of COVID-19. 
Before Ablah's May 2020 
reopening, library staff 
worked meticulously 
to re-arrange seating, 
secure cleaning supplies, 
and put up signs and 
barriers to keep patrons 
at a safe distance from 
each other and library 
workers.



One of the most signif-
icant events in local his-
tory had origins in the 
teachings that young 
Wichita men and women 
learned at church: love, 
justice, and helping a 
community. Beyond 
Wichita, those ideals 
were also a key part of 
the regional and nation-
al civil rights movement 
in the United States, 

and a story that echoes 
continued importance in 
modern times.
Dr. Galyn Vesey, a 

Wichita State alumnus, 
presented on Feb. 26 to 
a crowd of more than 
100 people packed into 
the lower level of Ablah 
Library. He narrated his 
first-hand account of 
the Dockum Drug Store 
Sit-In: a civil rights 

event during the sum-
mer of 1958 in which 
protesters organized 
lunch counter sit-ins at 
Wichita’s Dockum Drug 
Store due to the estab-
lishment's policy of only 
serving white patrons at 
their counters.
Despite that being a 

dark time in America’s 
history, Vesey noted 
that it was critical to 

tell stories from that 
era.
“We don’t have to 

be proud of it, but 
how do you keep from 
stepping in it when 
you don’t recognize 
that it stinks?” he 
said. “We have to pass 
it on, the good and 
the bad.”

WSU alumnus presents WSU alumnus presents 
story of Dockum Sit-Instory of Dockum Sit-In

People, Pride, People, Pride, 
and Promiseand Promise

More than 100 attendees filled Ablah Library’s lower level Feb. 26, 2020 to hear “People, Pride, and Promise: The Sto-
ry of the Dockum Sit-In” presented by Dr. Galyn Vesey, Wichita State alumnus. Vesey offered his first-hand account 
of the historical sit-in, a peaceful civil rights protest that took place at Wichita’s Dockum Drug Store.

Continued on Page 17
Page 16



Along with visuals of newspa-
pers and photos, and a video 
presentation, Vesey spoke for 
more than an hour to those 
gathered. He recounted the sit-
in itself and how standing up to 
the injustices of the time is a 
prevalent teaching tool in today’s 
society. He followed up with an 
interview for local KAKE News, 
who covered the event from Ab-
lah Library.
“I love history,” Vesey said 

during his presentation. “I knew 
about what happened to Emmett 
Till. I knew what happened in 
Little Rock, and on and on and 
on. There was nothing prevent-
ing it, necessarily, from happen-
ing here, especially when things 

like that catch fire. Some of the 
people who used to live in Ala-
bama, Mississippi, and Louisiana 
live in Wichita, Nebraska and 
Missouri. Those attitudes travel. 
This is why we have to change 
it to love because that will trav-
el too. Respect for one another, 
kindness, things that we learn in 
church.”
In the end, the peaceful pro-

testors – including Vesey – suc-
ceeded when weeks later the 
ownership of Dockum Drug Store 
announced it would serve all pa-

trons in all store locations. While 
the efforts of the Wichita sit-ins 
did not receive widespread media 
coverage, they were instrumen-
tal in the Civil Rights Movement. 
Shortly after, similar sit-in pro-
tests were successful in desegre-
gating Katz Drug Stores in Okla-
homa City. In 1960, nationally 
recognized sit-ins took place in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 
University Libraries was happy 

to host Dr. Vesey and his mes-
sage of the struggle for justice 
and humanity.

Continued from Page 16

Page 17

Dr. Galyn Vesey, Wichita State alumnus, presents “People, Pride, and Promise: The Story of the Dockum Sit-In” Feb. 
26 in Ablah Library.

“Those attitudes travel. This is why we have to 
change it to love because that will travel too. Re-
spect for one another, kindness, things that we 
learn in church.”

 - Dr. Galyn Vesey, WSU alumnus

Progress 2020 - Wichita State University Libraries
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Events
2019-2020 Library

Halloween ComicFest

Library Open House

Blind Date with a Book

Comic Books and everyone's favorite hor-
ror holiday combined Oct. 26, 2019 inside 
Ablah Library. A costume contest was 
hosted in conjunction with plenty of comic 
book vendors for the third-annual festival. 
The event also featured a green screen 
photo booth, games, and crafts for kids.

Ablah Library's "Love Your Library Open House" took place Feb. 14, 
2020, and provided an opportunity for anyone to come by C-Space 
on the main floor and tour technology and resources from the differ-
ent library units. Apart from seeing what Ablah Library has to offer, 
guests also received refreshments.

A popular event in early February, Blind Date with 
a Book combined the spirit of Valentine's Day with 
reading enrichment. Titles are wrapped secretly 
with only the category of literature given to pa-
trons for selection.
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LEFT: University Libraries 
hosted a virtual cele-
bration for its graduat-
ing student employees 
May 5, 2020. More than 
50 individuals between 
graduates and library 
faculty/staff participat-
ed via Zoom. Each of 
the library’s 13 student 
employees in the Class of 
2020 were inducted into 
Order of the Mentors of 
the Library.

Class of 2020
Graduates given virtual Zoom recognition among virus shutdown

Class of 2020 graduates

Shivani Venkat

Seulki Lee

Umer Ahmed Wahaaj Siddiqui Sai Nadella Thashvin Mahenthirarajah

Julianne Ferguson Luz Aguirre

Tanvika Guduru

Shruti Ganji

Alina Huda

Aurens Moss Holly Herda

Congratulations
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SHOCKER SPOTLIGHT

Wasim Fathima Shah
Class: Graduate student
Degree: Engineering Management
Hometown: Chennai, India
Position at Library: Circulation graduate assistant
Favorite book: “Two States” by Chetan Bhagat
Favorite hobby: Playing badminton
Favorite part of Ablah Library: “The new 24-hour study room because 
during my breaks I just drop in. I do my homework, get a snack, basically 
it has everything. It is an open space, it has a lot of light and I like that.”

Karen Galindo
Class: Junior
Degree: Strategic Communications
Hometown: Wichita, Kansas
Position at Library: Dean's Office student assistant
Favorite book: "The Giving Tree" by Shel Silverstein
Favorite hobby: "Starting a new project and never finishing them."
Favorite part of Ablah Library: “The 24-Hour Study Room.”

Chitra Venkata
Class: Graduate student
Degree: Computer Science
Hometown: Hyderabad, India
Position at Library: Library Technologies graduate assistant
Favorite book: "The Hundred-Page Machine Learning Book" by Andriy Burkov
Favorite part of Ablah Library: “C-Space is my favorite part of our Li-
brary. It’s a hub for technology.”

Pradeep Reddy Yerramada
Class: Graduate student
Degree: Computer Science
Hometown: Hyderabad, India
Position at Library: Lead Library Technologies graduate assistant
Favorite book: Algorithm Design Analysis
Favorite part of Ablah Library: “C-Space.”

University Libraries would not be able to perform its day-to-day operations without the assistance of its 
incredible student and graduate student employees. Below is a snapshot of just a few of these amazing 
student workers.



RESEARCH
Those working hard for University Libraries are no strangers to 

publishing academic works, as well as serving on a wide variety of 
important university, local, statewide, and national organization com-
mittees. Below is an outline of the research completed for academic 
works and service positions chaired by library faculty and staff in 
2019-2020. 

Published Research

Afnan, T., Huang, H. Y., 
Sclafani, M., & Bashir, M. 
(2019). Putting a price 
on social movements: A 
case study of #metoo on 
Instagram. Proceedings 
of the Association for 
Information Science and 
Technology 56(1), 1-9. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/
pra2.2 

Bowen, A. (2018). The 
visual effect: A literature 
review of visual design 
principles as they apply 
to academic library web-
sites. Internet Reference 
Services Quarterly 23, 
67-88. https://doi.org/10
.1080/10875301.2019.17
02133

Bowen, A. (2019). How 
long should that menu 
be?: Usability testing of 
two navigational schema 
in LibGuides. Paper pre-
sented at Internet Librar-
ian, Monterey, CA.  

 
Falloon, K. A., & O'Reil-
ly, F. (2020). Prioritizing 
accessibility in e-resourc-
es procurement lifecycle. 
Serials Review 78(1-4), 
130-140. https://doi.
org/10.1080/036152
6X.2020.1722020

Mirasol, J., & Walker, L. 
(2019). Escaping the 
vault: Transforming tan-
gible materials to intan-
gible experiences. New 
Review of Academic Li-
brarianship. https://doi.
org/10.1080/13614533.2
020.1777174 
 
O'Reilly, F. (2019). The 
VPAT as an e-resources 
assessment tool: Put-
ting accessibility to the 
test. Journal of Electronic 
Resources Librarianship 
32(1), 52-63. https://
doi.org/10.1080/194112
6X.2019.1709749 
 
O'Reilly, F. (2020). Ac-
cessibility as a core-com-

petency for e-resources 
librarians. Serials Review 
46(2), 114-124. https://
doi.org/10.1080/0098791
3.2020.1782631
 
O'Reilly, F., and Willis, S. 
(2019). An honest look 
at digital accessibility in 
libraries. Paper present-
ed at the Ex-Libris South 
Central User Group Virtu-
al Conference.  
 
Walker, L. (2020). Book 
review: Reidsma, M. 
Masked by Trust: Bias in 
Library Discovery. Col-
lege and Research Librar-
ies 81(2), 317-318.  
 
Williams, G. (2020). Book 
review: Hodge, M. (Ed.) 
The Future Academic Li-
brarian's Toolkit: Finding 
Success on the Job Hunt 
and in Your First Job. Col-
lege and Research Librar-
ies 81(2), 314-316.
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Service

University Libraries believes in the im-
portance of service. During the year, 
faculty and staff members participated 
in the following service opportunities, as 
well as many others not listed.

NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE:

American Library Association 
• Annual Conference Poster Session 

Committee
• Association of College and Research 

Libraries
o Health Sciences Interest Group
o History Librarians Interest Group
o Politics, Policy, and International Re-

lations Section
o Science and Technology Section 
* Assessment Committee
* Council
* Information Literacy Committee

o Women & Gender Studies Section
* Collections Committee
* Conference Program Planning Com-

mittee
• Graphic Novels and Comics Round 

Table
o Metadata and Cataloging Committee 
o Planning Committee

• Library Information Technology Asso-
ciation

o Membership Development Commit-
tee
o LITA Web Coordinating Committee

• Library Instruction Roundtable
• Library Leadership and Management 

Association 
o Assessment Community of Practice 
* Leadership Team 
* Member Experience Steering Com-

mittee
o Library Organization and Manage-

ment Community
* Practical Applied Management Com-

mittee

REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:

Inventor's Association of South Central 
Kansas 
Kansas Small Business Development 

Center (KSBDC) consortium committee
South Central Kansas Library System
Wichita Area Library Association

WICHITA STATE ORGANIZATIONS:

3MT Review board
Academic Affairs Committee
Accessibility Committee
Delta Delta Delta faculty advisor
Distinguished Scholarship Invitational
Experiential Learning Committee
Faculty Affairs Committee
Faculty Senate
Faculty Support Committee
First Generation Coordinating Council
General Education Committee
General Education Revision Committee
Graduate Research and Scholarly Proj-

ects (GRASP) Symposium
Graduate Student of the Year
Honors College Curriculum Committee 
Honors College Faculty Council
Interdisciplinary Program Award Com-

mittee
Kansas Board of Regents Open Educa-

tional Resources 
Open/Alternative Textbook Committee
Presidential Budgetary Advisory Com-

mittee
Quasquicentennial Steering Committee
Rules Committee
Scholarship and Student Aid Committee
Tenure and Promotion Committee 
Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Activity Forum
University Assessment Committee
University Exceptions Committee
University Research Council - Infra-

structure subcommittee
University Support Staff Senate
Wichita State Marketing Brand Study
Workload Taskforce

Continued from Page 21
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Facilities
Ablah Library

Constructed in 1962, this 
157,924 square-foot building 
in the heart of Wichita State's 
main campus serves as the 
flagship facility for University 
Libraries. Ablah Library houses 
a seating capacity of 800, plus 
153 public use/scholar's work-
stations, more than 20 study 
rooms, 28 faculty carrels, and 
26 miles of shelving on its four 
levels.

Named in honor of former dean of Wichita State 
University School of Music Thurlow Lieurance, this 
facility located on the third floor of Jardine Hall was 
incorporated into the University Libraries system in 
1981. Beginning as a departmental collection, this 
library consists of scores, sound recordings, music 
videos, and music reference materials. The collec-
tion supports Wichita State's music curriculum.

Located on the main floor of Wichita State's 
chemistry facility - McKinley Hall, this library hous-
es chemistry course reserve materials along with 
a collection of core chemistry journals and mono-
graphs.

Thurlow Lieurance  
Memorial Music Library

McKinley  
Chemistry Library






