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Sterling Price he was a brave man, 
He will clean out Dixie Land. 

Sterling Price he marched on Lexington 
And there he took old Mulligan. 

Sterling Price he wheeled his men about 
And cut the Dutch into sauerkraut. 

Refrain: 
Rinktum-polle-rodel-day 

•••• Missolll'i Folksong 



STERLING PRICE AND THE CIVIL WAR IN THE WEST 

Chapter I: COERCION 

Photographs of Sterling Price in his Confererate uniform show that 

he was a large, impressive man, with white hair and sideburns. His mouth 

was firm, yet kindly, and his f'aoe expressed health and vigor. He was a 

man to whom authority and the exercise of power were habitual and enjoy

able, a man who compelled attention and possessed the ability to lead 

other men. In 1861 he was the most popular public figure in the state of 

Missouri.l 

\ L Price•s entire adult career had been associated with Missouri. Born 

in Virginia in 1809, a graduate of Hampden-Sidney, and a student of the 

f8lllous Virginia jurist, Creed Taylor, Price had come to ·M1.ssouri in 1831 

and had settled on a farm near Keytesville . He married Martha Head in 

1833, and in the succeeding years engaged in the hotel and mercantile bus

inesses. He became a leader in his connn.unity and in the surrounding coun

try, with the result that he was elected to the state legislature in 1840. 

(
In 1844 he was chosen as a Representative to the National Congress on the 

v . 
·nemooratio ticket. Before the completion of his term he resigned his seat 

to be colonel -of a regiment of Missouri volunteers in the Mexican War. 

After leading his men from Missouri to Santa Fe to reinforce Doniphan, he 

was stationed in New Mexico, where he suppressed several Mexican attempts = 

to overthrow American domination. He demonstrated great energy and deci

siveness in quelling the Mexican insurrections, winning a number of pitoh

ed battles at little cost to his own army, but inflicting heavy losses on 

the Mexicans. He emerged from the war with the brevet rank of Brigadier

General, a greatly enhanced reputation~ and the conviction that he was 

lThomas L. Snead, ~ Fight !2!_ Missouri, 183. 
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liberally endowed ·with the abilities and qualities of generalship. Ever 

afterward he liked to consider himself a soldier. 2 

") ( Basically, though, he was a politician and businessman. His polit

ical and business activities were intimately related. In 1842, while a 

member of' the legislature, he introduced a bill which provided for the 

sale of all land forfeited to the state for non-payment of taxes. Fol

lowing the passage of this bill, Price anxiously tried to secure appoint

ment as state land commissioner, only to fail because he lacked the know

ledge of land surveying that was required by law for the position. He 

then became interested in the office of tobacco inspector and also .. in be• 

coming a member .of a commission to superintend the building of tobacco 

warehouses throughout the state. Price's interest was natural, for he 

operated a large tobacco warehouse at the Keytesville Lan.ding on the Mis

souri River. By 1861 Price was one of the chief' landowners of Missouri. 

l Price owed his appointment as colonel of the Missouri volunteers to 

the influence of Thomas Hart Benton, the great Senator from Missouri. 

This did not prevent him, soon after his return from the Mexican War, 

from breaking with Benton over the Free-soil issue and joirµng the anti

Benton, pro-Southern faction of the Democratic Party that controlled llis-

S- souri politics during the decade preceding the Civil War. lin 1853 Price 

was rewarded for his services to party and state by being nominated and 

elected Governor. ) He served with capability till 1857, and was favored by 

the general prosperity of the times, whioh he tried to preserve by dis

couraging the bad but prevalent practices of' reokless financial peculation 

and railroad speculation. On compl_eting his term, he retired first to pri

vate life, then accepted an appointment as Commissioner of Banks. 3 

2Luoy Simmons, The Life of Sterling Price, 2-33; Dictionary of' Amari
~ Biography, XV, 2rs=2rr.- -

3simmons, Price, 34-63. 
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1. ( Price's sentiments in the slavery controversey of the 1850 1 s were 

made evident at a convention 0£ Western Missourians held in 1855. Price 

signed his name to a resolution which asserted that Kansas not only should 

be a slave state, but had to be · one, and which declared that to refuse the 

admission of Kansas as a slave state would mean the destruction of the 

Union.4 Price, however, was not a pro-slavery extremist nor a secession

ist. In the election of 1860 he supported Douglas because he wished to 

preserve the Union, and because he disliked the threat of disunion carried 

in Breckinridge's candidaoy.5 ) 

In February, 1861, a special election was held in Missouri to chose 

delegates to a state convention which was "to consider the relations of 

Missouri to the United States." In a growing number of states to the south 

similar conventions had resulted in secession, and the secessionist ele

ments of Missouri, bed by Governor Claiborne F. Jackson, hoped for a paral

lel result in their state. Price threw his influence in favor of union, 

and campaigned for a seat at the convention as a Unibnist. He was elected 

to the convention, and when it convened at Jefferson City he was selected 

by a large majority as its president. This action was considered by every-

. t f . . . ,,.: . 6 one .as a no ory or unionism in m..&.Ssouri. 

Meeting early in March in St. Louis, the convention adopted a resolu

tion which may be regarded as accurately reflecting Price's views at this 

time, as he voted in favor of it. The resolution announced that "there was 

no adequate cause for the withdrawal of Missouri from the Union," but that 

"they would entreat the Federal Government not to employ force against the 

4AJ.lan Nevins, Ordeal of ~ Union, II, 393. 

5Snead, Fight for Missouri, 182-183. 

6John s. MoElroy, ~ Struggle ~ Missouri, 49; Sinnnons, Price, 65. 



seceding States. t1 • • • The attitude of the convention and of Price was 

known at the time as "conditional unionist." This viewpoi~t was wide

spread not only in Missouri but throughout the rest of the United States 

as well. It held that even though a state should not secede from the 

Union, the Federal government did not have the right to employ "ooeroionn 

to maintain a state within the Union. Men who thought as Price thought 

believed that the government had neither the moral nor the constitutional 

authority to force states or peoples to remain within the federal struc

ture against their demonstrated will. They believed, moreover, that ·when 

it became necessary to retain a state in the Union through force, the prin

ciple and the spirit of the Union was unrestorably destroyed, and the Union 

itself no longer existed. Thus a state would be justified in seeking its 

own destiny. 7 

Price's condit ional unionism was not in complete agreement with the 

majority of the convention. He revealed at the convention that under other 

situations besides coercion he was prepared to accede to secession. He 

voted yes to a.n unsuccessful proposition to the effect that if the other 

border states, Kentucky, Virginia, and Maryland, should secede, Missouri 

shoqld and would join them. His explanation of' his vote was gloomy and it 

foreshadowed his future course: 

It is now inevitable that the general government will attempt 
the coercion of the southern states. War will ensue. I am a 
military man, a southern man, 8.ftd ii' we have to fight, will 
do so on the part of the South. . 

Conflict in Missouri by April, 1861, did appear to be inevitable. On 

the one side. the redoutable Captain Nathaniel Lyon was forming an army of 

7snead, Fight for Missouri. 80-88; Edward Conrad Smith~ The Border
~~~ Civil war. 152-153. 

8simmons, Price, 66-67. 
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10.000 United States regulars and German, abolitionist home guardists in 

St. Louis, and preparing to defend the vital and strategic St. Louis arse

nal. Assisting him with his potent political influence in Missouri and 

Washington was Frank Blair, head of a nconmdttee of Safety" in St. Louis, 

and leader of the Republicans and Unoonditiona.l Unionists of the state. 

On the other side, the pro-Confederate Governor Jackson had rejected with 

fustian rhetoric Lincoln's call for troops from Missouri to assist in sub

duing the rebellion, denouncing the call as "unconstitutional," urevolu

tionary," and "inhwnan and diabolical"; and had proceeded with plans to 

raise a "neutral 11 army. of Missouri militia. _In pursuance of this., he had 

sent to Richmond for siege guns and mortars, and had ordered the conven

ing of the legislature at Jefferson City on May 2 to take "measures to 

perfect the organization and equipment of the Militia and raise the money 

to place the State in a proper attitude for defense."9 

The center of attention and crisis was St. Louis. There Lyon had his 

army, and there, assembled at a _place called Camp Jackson, were ·about ·.a 

thousand state _militia under Brigadier-General Daniel M. Frost. Such a 

force was far too weak to attack Lyon or to seize the arsenal, but Lyon re

gar~ed it with ever deepening suspicion, probably with good reason. The 

streets of the camp were named "Davis" and "Beauregard.," the militiamen wore 

Confederate-type uniforms, and arms from Louisiana, in boxes marked "Marble,tt 

had been smuggled in. After reconnoitring the camp disguised as a woman, 

his red be&rd concealed by a veil, Lyon decided to march out and capture 

the place and the militia gathered there. 

On May 10, the day the camp was scheduled to break up, Lyon moved a

gainst it with an overwhelming force and the militiamen tamely surrendered 

gMcElroy, Struggle f2.!. Missouri. 60-66. 
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despite their many·boasts to the contrary. The sequel was not so tame. 

A huge, unruly crowd, largely Southern in sympathies, gathered about 

Lyon's men as they led the militiamen away, and began to abuse them both 

verbally and physically. Words.and bricks were followed by bullets: 

Lyon's Elllbattled men could stand no more. They fired into the mob, and 

twenty-eight persons were killed, among them two women and a child.10 

Lyon•s capture of Camp Jackson and its troops, stained by the at

tendant massacre, was probably a serious mistake in political psychology, 

excusable, as it was explainable, only by the surcharged emotional atmos

phere of the time and the place. The predominate feeling among the citi

zens .of Missouri at the date of the seizure of Camp Jackson was one that 

sought in "neutrality" a · solution of the dilemna in vm.ioh they found them

selves. Most Missourians were entertaining the wishful hope that Missouri 

could avoid the turmoil and destruction of civil war by steering a middle 

course between the North and the Confederacy. Yet the main tide of public 

opinion was perceptibly turning in favor of the Union; ties of state loyal

ty and Southern attachment were strong, but nationalism and economic inter

est.were stronger. Camp Jackson did much to reverse that trend, it unde

niably weakened and slowed it down., and it most certainly sent thousands 

of men who had been seeking a compromise between the Union and the Confed

eracy fiying in wrath to the support of Governor Jackson and the secession

ists who well-exploited their opportunity to pose as defenders of state 

neutrality and sovereignity.11 

lOThe War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of 
the Union:-ana.-coiirecli'rate Armies,-Series I, III~-5. 371-372. Hereinafter 
cit~d as O:If; See- also. MoElroy. Struggle for Missouri, 68-78; Smith. 
Borderland, 236-238. 

11Smith, Borderland, 238-241. 
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Camp Jackson was the immediate cause, the determining factor. that 

decided Prioe to join with Governor Jackson. Price witnessed the ··capture 

of Ce.mp Jackson and the massacre. and he saw in the first a delibe~ate 

violation of ·the rights of Missouri and looked upon the latter as a brutal 

atrocity, the natural outcome of what he conceived to be the Federal gov

ernment's policy of coercion. He believed it was his duty to defend his 

state. He went to Governor Jackson at Jefferson City and offered him his 

services.12 

The news coming from St. Louis on May 10 aroused the legislature to 

extreme excitement and extraordinary activity. In f'itteen minutes the 

legislature passed a Military Bill that provided for the recruitment of a 

Missouri State Guard and authorized the Governor to appoint eight.Briga~ 

dier-Generals to command the corresponding number of military districts 

into which the bill divided the state. In addition, the Governor was em

powered to commission a Major-General to head the State Guard. Jackson 

offered the commission to Price, who, on May 11, accepted it. and a week 

later formally assumed command of the state foroes.1 3 

During the five .days after Camp Jackson the legislature, amidst a

larms that Lyon was marching on the capital, took further measures to in

crease the military resources of the state. Meeting in secret session, 

the legislators, many of whom attended adorned with knives, pistols, and 

rifles, appropriated two million dollars for armaments. and authorized 

the Governor to borrow a million more for the same purpose. Jackson was 

12simmons, Price, 67; Thomas L. Snead, nThe First Year of the War in 
Missouri," in Battles and Leaders ·or the Civil War, I. 266; McElroy, Strug-
,sle ~ Missouri, 93-9-C- - - --

13snead, Fig~i for Missouri, 184; Snead, "War in Missouri," loc. cit., 
I, 266; MoElroy, . rugg).e tor Missouri, 94; O.R., Series I, LIII,--s13"6.---
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even granted practically dictatorial powers, allowing him "to take such 

measures as in his judgment he might deem necessary or proper to repel 

• • • invasion."14 OnJAay 16 the Brigadier-Generals were ordered to be-

gin organizing and preparing the State Guards in their respective dis

tricts for active service.15 

On May 11 Brigadier-General Williams. Harney, United States Army, 

resumed command of the Department of the West at St. Louis, after having 

been suspended from that command temporarily and ordered to Washington.16 

Harney immediately set about establishing order in St. Louis and restor-

ing public confidence in the Federal government. He was at odds with 

Lyon and Blair, who looked on him as too conservative and slow. Harney, 

for his part, believed that Missouri could be preserved for the Union 

without recourse to armed intervention, and felt that the policy .of Lyon 

and Blair might drive the state out of the Union by exasperating the people. 

He upheld and justified Lyon's seizure of Ca.mp Jackson in a proclamation, 

to the people on May 14, but soon afterward opened negotiations with Price 

to reach an understanding between the state and federal authorities that 

would prevent the outbreak of actual hostilities. Harney chose this as 

the··best alternative between occupying the state with his army, which · 

would have turned more people against the federal government, and a policy 

of inaction, which would have permitted the state forces to erganize un

hindered and which would have exposed the Union men in the central and 

western parts of the state to the depredations of local secoessionist ruf

f'ians.17 

14Smith, Borderland, 242. 

15simmons, Price, 69. 

160.R., Series I, III, 369. 

17Ibid., 371•372; MoElroy, Struggle~ Missouri, 64-65; Smith, 
Borderla.ncr;--243-245. 
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Price welcomed the chance to negotiate with Harney. for, the state 

forces were wholly unprepared for war.18 At St. Louis on May 21 the two 

generals ma.de an agreement. the core of which contained the following: 

General Price. having by commission full authority over the 
militia of the State of Missouri. undertakes, with the sanc
tion of the governor of the state, already declared, to di
rect the whole power of the State officers to maintain order 
within the State among the people thereof, and General Harney 
declares that, this object being thus assured. he oan have 
no occasion, as he has no w:i. sh, to make military movements, 
which might otherwise oreate excitements and jealousies which 
he most earnestly desires to avoid.19 

While still in st. Louis, Price was warned by Harney, through a 

friend, that the State Guard might oome under Lincoln's proclamation re

quiring United States officers to disperse all armed bodies hostile to 

the supreme law of the land, and, consequently, he hoped that Price would 

contrive to suspend the organization of the State Guard until its consti

tutionality was determined. Price replied that he had to obey the laws 

of the state, and, therefore, could not stop the mobilization of the State 

Guard. But when he returned ta Jefferson City he, on May 24, ordered all 

the troops from districts other than that about the capital to go back to 

their homes to be organized by their district oommanders. 20 

. Price had agreed with Harney ttto maintain order within the State a

mong the people thereof." but clearly there was no way in which he or other 

state officials could prevent outrages on Union adherents by irresponsible 

and heedless secessionists and states rights "fire-eaters." Blair. who had 

an order from Washington for Hamey's removal in his pocket, and who was 

seeking favorable circumstances in which to deliver it. operated through 

his Committee of Safety to make sure that all instances of anti-Union activ

ity were reported to Harney and to· Washington. Harney. doubtlessly correct-

lBsnead, Fight !2!_ Missouri, 187. 

190.R., Series I~ III, .375. 

20Snead, Fight £2!.Missouri, 187-188. 
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ly, assumed that most of these reports were .either false or exaggerated, · 

but the opportunity of calling them to Price's attention so as to embar

rass him and to prepare _the people of the state for gradual intervention 

by the national government was one that was too appealing to be ·:neglect

ed.21 

On May 29 he wrote Price inquiring about rumors that Confederate 

troops from Arkansas were near the Missouri boundary and were intending 

to cross it; al.so about aggressions against Union men in various parts 

of the state. · Harney proposed to raise and arm home guard units through

out the state unless Price assured him that such action was Ullllecessary.Z2 

In his replies, Price said that neither he nor the Governor knew 

anything about troops being raised in Arkansas for Missouri, and that if' 

suoh troops were to enter Missouri, he would "cause them to return in

stanter." He said that all oases of outrages against Union men were the 

aots of irresponsible individuals, and not conunitted or sanctioned by the 

state suthorities. He cautioned ~rney against organizing home guards, 

stating that it would produce civil war. In closing, he re-asserted his 

intention to ttoarry out to the letter the agreement" entered into between 

Harney and himself, and asked that Harney do the same. 23 Carried in this 

answer to Harney was a tacit adlilission of the right of the United States 

to send troops into the state, and to organize home guards. The way was 

open for a slow, but tactful and bloodless, intervention by the national 

f'oroes.24 

On May 29 Harney wrote to Washingto~, saying: 

21Smith, .Borderland, 248-249. 

220.R., Series I, III. 379-380. 

23Prioe to Harney, May 28, 29, 1861, o.R., Series I, III, 380-381. 

24Smith, Borderland, 249-250. 
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I entertain the conviction that the agreement between my
self and General Price will be carried out in good faith, 
but while entertaining this belief I sha11

2
-gatch careful

ly the movements of the State Authorities. 

The next day Blair handed Harner the order relieving him from command, and 

on May 31 Lyon, now a Brigadier-General, replaced him. Quickly, as always, 

Lyon began preparing fQr an extensive campaign into the interior of the 

state. 26 On June 3 he inf'ormed Washington that 

Very mysterious and industrious movements of the secession
ists of this State towards the southwest indicate and in
tended co-operation of forces from the South, Arkansas, and 
this State, to enter it from that quarter with a large arma
ment and force.27 

Price believed, with complete justification., that it was the duty of 

Lyon to respect the agreement he ha.d made with Harney. He conducted him

self as if this would be the oase, even issuing a oonnnunioation to his Bri

gadier-Generals stating that there was no fqundation to the rumors that the 

Federals ..,uld soon invade the state. The same oormnunication went on, how

ever, to tell the generals that the replacement of Harney by Lyon had creat

ed grave fear among the people, and that it was Lyon's obvious purpose to 

arm home guardists, which w,uld be a violation of the agreement. Price af

firmed that he would resist any attempt by the federal government to sub

jugate the state. At the same time that he was making these announcements, 

Prioe sent secret instructions to the n1ilitary districts advising them to 

get ready for active service. Regiments were instructed to manufacture and 

unfurl the state flag. which was to be "made of blue merino with the arms 

of the State emblazoned in gold gilt on eaoh side. 11 28 

250.R., Series I, III, 377. 

26Ibid., 381; Smith, Borderland, 250-251. 

270.R.,Series .I, II+, 382. 

28Smith, Borderland, 251; Snead, Fight for Missouri, 196-197. 
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In a. last minute effort to save Missouri from the impending strug

gle, William A. Hall, David H. Armstrong. and J. Richard Barret, promin

ent citizens and conservative Union men, persuaded Jackson and Price to 

ask Lyon for an interview. Lyon· consented, on condition that Jackson 

and Price vould meet him in St. Louis. This being agreed to. Lyon gave 

the Governor and his general ~af'e-oonduot from Jefferson City to St. Louis 

and back again. 

The meeting was held at the Planter's House Hotel on June 11. Lyon 

and Blair demanded that llissouri co-operate with the United States in com

batting the rebellion. Price and Jackson insisted that the national gov

ernment remove all its troops from Missouri, and stop recruiting them with

in the state. Neither side made a concession. Thomas L. Snead, who was 

present as Jackson's aide-de-camp, was not sure whether there was .actually 

a sincere desire by anyone to reach a settlement. After four or five hours 

of ever warming argument, Lyon abruptly terminated the conference. uThis 

means war, 0 he said, and then spun around on his heel and strode out of the 

room, his sabre clanking. 29 

29snead, Fight~ Missouri, 197-200. 



Chapter II: WAR IN MISSOURI 

Leaving the Planter House, Price, Jackson, and their party impres

sed a train and on cleared trac~s sped back to Jefferson City, stopping 

only long enough to out the telegraph wires conneeting the capital and 

st. Louis. ~ . they proceeded, they decided that the Governor should is

sue a proclamation calling the people to arms and th.at Price would col

lect all obtainable forces to resist Lyon when he advanced on Jefferson 

City. Assistance from the Confederate government would also · be requested. 

The party reached Jefferson City at 2:00 P. M., June 12, where the pro

cl8lll8.tion was hastily written and published, appealing for 50,000 men to 

come to the aid of their state.l 

The next day Price issued orders to the district commanders to muster 

all available men and be ready to move at his command. The railroad bridges 

over the Osage and Gasconade were burned, and Brigadier-General John B. 

Clark, of the North Missouri district, ,vas directed to lead all his men to 

Boonville. Jackson and Price did not expect to be able to remain in Jef

ferson City, with its heavily German and pro-Union population, and had al

ready transported the state armory and workshop farther up the Missouri 

River to Boonville. Boonville was located in the most pro-Southern section 

of the state, and Jackson and Price hoped to hold it long enough to permit 

the State Guards from the region to concentrate there. If this strategy 

were successful., they planned to have within a few weeks sufficient troops 

to hold the western half or the state till the Confederate government 

could send an army and equipment to reinforce them. Af'ter that, they would 

take ·baok the whole state. 

On June 13 Price learned that Lyon was embarking his troops at St. 

1Snead, Fight £.2!_ Missouri, 200-201; JloElroy, Struggle £.2!_ Missouri, 
118-119. 

13 
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Louis with the obvious intent of steaming up the Missouri to Jefferson 

City. Price ordered a small force at the capital under Brigadier-Gen

eral Monroe M. Parsons to move down the Pacific Railroad line to a point 

south of Boonville and there await orders. Price, with the Governor, and 

a number of staff officers, state officials, and some troops, then boarded 

the steamboat White Cloud and arrived at Boonville that night. 

Clark was already there, as ordered, with several hundred men, and 

during the next two days more men C8llle in, arriving in squads or alone, 

bringing with them their shotguns and rifles. Most of them.were members 

of a regiment headed by Johns. Manna.duke, a West Pointer and former United 

States Army officer, and were without training or discipline. Soon after 

landing, Price was inf.ormed that a large body of United States cavalry and 

Kansas militia were threatening Lexington. Price considered Lexington to 

be one of the strategic points on the river, and a door through watch re

cruits from north Missouri could enter his army. Hence he went to Lexing

ton in person, leaving Clark in command at Boonville, with orders to defend 

the plaoe as long as praotioable, and then join Parsons south of the town. 

Prioe was playing £or time, for he had decided to abandon the line of . the 

Missouri and retire to the southwest seotion of the state to build and- or

ganize his army. Lyon's forces were advancing too fast, and were too power

ful, to permit him to carry out the original plan. 2 

Lyon was conducting the campaign with the energy and boldness that 

made him perhaps the_ outstanding figure of the early month~ of the Civil 

War. In a matter of hours after the Pl~ter House conferenoe he began pre

paring for the coming operations against Price. Dividing his army, he dis

patched an expedition under Captain Thomas w. Sweeney toward Spring£ield. 

Sweeney was to occupy the southwestern portion of the state, to oppose the 

2snead, Fight for Missouri, 206-209. 
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expected advance of a Confederate army under Brigadier-General Ben McCul

loch, and to cut off the retreat of the State Guard, which Lyon, with the 

main body of his army, would himself drive in that direction by moving up 

the Missouri. Lyon occupied Jefferson City on June 15, and on June 17 

landed his force of about 2,000 men near Boonville. 

Governor Jackson, who had assumed personal command of the state troops 

at Boonville in Price's absence, detennined to make a show of resistance 

to Lyon, a.nd ordered Marmaduke to advance and engage the approaching Fed

erals. ll'arma.duke reluctantly obeyed, with the result that his four or five 

hundred men were pushed back, then completely routed. Jackson, after watch

ing the "battle11 from a nearby but safe eminence, led the flight to the 

south, accompanied by the remants of Marmaduke's regiment and the troops of 

Parsons and Clark.3 

Price did not reach Lexington until the day after the engagement at 

Boonville. He found several thousand men there under Brigadier-Generals 

James s. Ra.ins and William Y. Slack. He had begun to organize these com

mands 'When news of Boonville was received. Realizing that Lexington was 

no longer tenable, he ordered Rains to take command of the state troops at 

Lexington and to retreat towards La.mar and the Arkansas border. Then Price, 

vrith his staff and a cavalry escort, galloped off to bring MeCulloch's 

army to the rescue of Jackson and Rains. No other choice was left Price 

except to vdthdraw to .the southwest corner of Missouri, and there, in co

operation with the Confederates under McCulloch, and protected by dista.noe, 

prepare and equip his army for an attempt to re-conquer the state.4 

By July 9 Rains and Governor Jackson had managed to elude the Federal 

3o.R., I, III, 12-14; Snead, Fight for Missouri, 210-214; McElroy, 
Struggle.££!:. Missouri, 124. ---

4Snead, Fight.££!:. Missouri, 215-216. 
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forces and were at Cowskin Prairi·e, where Price resumed command. McCul

looh 's army, about 5,000 strong, was at Maysville., Arkansas, a short dis

tance away. The Missouri army soon grew to some seven or eight thousan; 

men, but only a small proportion· or these men were as yet organized into 

regiments. Several thousand of them were totally unarmed. The rest con

sidered themselves fortunate to possess the shotguns and squirrel rifles 

they had brought from their homes. Price set to work to create some sem

blance of an army out of this poorly disciplined and badly armed mob gath

ered beneath his command. 

He had good material. Most of his men had taken up arms, at least 

figuratively, out of sincere conviction of the justice of their cause, 

which they believed to be the preservation of the sovereignity and dig

nity of their state. One of them, Thomas Snead, was to write later that 

11am.ong them all there was not a man who had come forth to fight for slave

ry." Kost of them, at this period of the war, were young men of middle 

class families. Only a scattered few were illiterates, and the majority 

were well-educated and highly intelligent. Nor were all of them inexperi

enced in war. Many of the older men had served with Price and Doniphan in 

Mexico, and many were veterans of the Kansas Border War. 5 

An excellent description of thie army was left by Snead: 

Of powder and lead they had an abundance, · but no fixed ammuni
tion for either their seven pieces of artillery or for their 
small-arms. Tents they had none, nor camp equipage of any 
kind. There were no quarter-master's supplies, nor subsist
ence; and neither the quartermaster-general nor the chief com
missary had a dollar of funds. The men were not fighting for 
pay. they wanted none, nor did they get any; but they and 
their thousands of horses and mules had to be-:·f'ed. For their 
animals there was nothing but t~e grass of the prairies, and 
for themselves nothing but a scant supply of 1 ean beef and 
coarse corn-bread. There were enough good officers to organ-
1,.e and command the men, but it would nave puzzled almost any 
one to drill a company of raw recruits. armed, some with shot-

5MoElroy, Struggle f.2!..Mi.ssouri. 96; Snead, Fight for Missouri. 239. 
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guns, some with rifles, a few with old-fashioned flint-lock 
muskets, and here and there a man with a percussion musket. 
No better proof could be given of the dearth of material for 
the Staff, than the faet that I was myself assigned to duty 
by General Price as chief of ordnance of the army, though I 
told him at the time that I did not know the difference be
tween a howitzer and a siege-gun, and had never seen a musket
cartridge in all my life; and a few days later I was assigned 
to the still more important position of acting Adjutant~Gen
eral of the State Guard, though I had never then heard of a 
11morning report," and did not know the right of a company 
from its left • • • • But Price had us al_l ready for the 
field in less than three weeks. 

Snead believed that Price's quick, makeshift preparations helped pro

long the war by keeping sizeable bodies of Union troops tied down in Mis

souri instead of being used in Virginia or Tennessee.6 Most certainly they 

demonstrated Price's determination not to allow the Federal government to 

secure control over :Missouri \vithout a fight. By July 25 Price's effective 

strength was 5,000, with 2,000 unarmed, awaiting sickness or battle to ob

tain guns from those who had them. 

Price was eager to initiate offensive operations. The old state con

vention was meeting at Jefferson City, and it was known that it would de

pose Jackson and establish a Union state government. Price felt that these 

actions should be prevented or at least challenged. Also prompting an _ of

fensi~e were reports that Lyon's army, now at Springfield, was diminishing 

because of expiration of enlistments and demands made upon it by Fremont, 

who had replaced Lyon as head of United States·military affairs. in Missouri. 7 

Price's army, too, was threatened with a sharp reduction in numbers un

less it moved away from Cowskin Prairie. It had nearly exhausted the sup

plies to be had from the thinly settled countryside, and would either have 

to advance, retreat, or disband. 8 It ohose to advance. 

6snead, "War in Missouri,tt ~·~·,I, 269-270. 

7snead, Fight~ Missouri, 243; MoElroy, Struggle for Missouri, 152. 

80.R., I, III, 744~ 
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Price and Governor Jackson implored :Major-General Leonidas Polk, then 

commander of all Confederate forces west of the Mississippi, to co-operate 

in attacking the Union armies in 11:i.ssouri. Polk responded by ordering 

6,000 men under Major-General Gideon Pillow to invade southeastern Missouri 

and join the state troops there under Brigadier-General Jeff Thompson. 

Brigadier-General William J. Hardee with an army at Pocahontas, .Arkansas, 

was to combine with Pillow and Thompson, and then either take Lyon in the 

rear at Springfield or converge on St. Louis, capture it, and proceed to 

sweep up the Missouri. These combinations, however, were not to succeed. 

Pillow and Thompson got no farther than New Madrid, and Hardee refused to 

· co-operate at all, on the grounds that his army was unready for service in 

the field.9 

Price's army marched out of Cowskin Prairie on July 25 and reached 

Cassville on the twenty-eighth. Here it was ·joined by Brigadier-General 

J. H. McBride with about 700 men. McBride's troops were a martinet's 

nightmare. They were from the hill country south of Springfield. The of

ficers were comfortably ignorant of military principles or practices, and, 

typically, were baokwood's lawyers who remained so, though supposedly of

ficers in an army. None of them knew the proper method of drilling military 

units. The only drum and fife in the entir~ outfit sounded all the calls, 

and companfes were assembled by the sergeants bawling out: "Oh, yesl Oh, 

yed all you who belong to Captain Brown's company fall in here." Officers 

and men messed together, and no one felt any embarrassment when plain sol

diers would saunter into General :McBride's quarters, salute nobody, lounge 

about and listen to all that was said, and when they addressed the general, 

preoede their remarks with "Jedge.ulO 

9~., 616-618. 

10snead, 'twar in Missouri," loc~ cit., I, 270-271. -
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On the twenty-ninth :McCulloch united 3,200 of his men with Price at 

Cassville; the rest of his force, 2,500 .Arka.usans, was with Brigadier

General N. B. Pearce only ten miles away. Thus the entire combined army 

under Price and McCulloch numbered approximately 11,000, : not counting the 

unarmed Missourians. On August 1 the army began marching on the road to 

Springfield.11 Two days later, at Crane Creek, MBCullooh announced that 

he would withdraw with his troops to Arkansas unless he was given command 

of the entire army, with Price to be second in command. 

Far from amicable relations had developed between McCulloch and the 

Missourians. McCullooh's original instructions from the Confederate War 

Department were to aid Price only if by so doing he would further the exe

cution of his main assignment. the safeguarding of the Indian Nations in 

what is today Oklahoma from Federal occupation, in order that the Confed

eracy would be able eventually to gain their support in the war. On July 4 

Richmond sent the following restraining communication to McCulloch: 

The position of Missouri as a Southern State still in 
the Union requires, as you will readily perceive, much pru
dence and circumspection. and it should only be 'When neces
sity and propriety unite that active and direct assistance 
should be afforded by crossing the boundary and entering 
the State before communicating with this Department.12 

MoCulloch, in trying to follow these and similar instructions, had 

hesitated to enter llissouri in the fitst place. and now was seemingly re

luctant to engage in military operations within the boundaries of the state. 

The Missourians in Price's camp could not understand such an attitude. 

Coupled with their highly personal and natural desire to repossess their 

state and return to their homes. the Kis~ourians had the entirely logical 

belief that Missouri with her great population and resources would be of 

llo.R •• I. III, 98; Snead, Fight '£2!_ Kissouri. 246-247. 
12 O.R •• I, III, 603. 
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inestimably more value to the Confederacy than the partially civilized 

Choctaws and Cherokees of the Indian Territory. Thus, though McCulloch 

himself was willing to co-operate fully with the Missourians, he had to 

receive their irritated blame for the "pru~ent" and "eiroumspeet" course 

that his government had enjoined upon him. McCulloch, of course, resented 

this.13 

McCulloch, moreover, possessed but little respect for the military 

qualities of the Missouri State Guard and their general. In his reports 

to Richmond during July he frequently referred to both in disparaging 

terms: 

I find that his J-I>rioe•s~ force of 8,000 or 9,000 
men is badly organized, badly armed, and now almost en
tirely out of ammunition. This force was made by the con
centration of different commands .under their own generals. 
The consequence is that there is no concert of action a
mong them, and will not be until a oomietent military man 
is put in command of the entire force. 4 

McCulloch's low opinion of the State Guard was intensified by a skir

mish at Dug Springs during the advance on Springfield. Here, on August 2, 

the day before McCulloch asked for control of the whole army, a brigade or 

Missouri "huckleberry cavalry" under Rains was defeated by a Federal unit. 

MoCuJ.loch's description of this affair was: 

It was at .this point t first saw the total inefficiency of 
the Missouri mounted men under Brigadier-General Rains. A 
thousand, more or less, of them, composed. the advance guard, 
and whilst reconnoitering the enemy's position, some eight 
miles distant from our camp., were put to flight by a single 
cannon-shot., running in the greatest oonf'usion, without the 
loss of a single man except one, who died of overheat or sun
stroke •••• 15 

The Missourians, on their part, fel~ that McCulloch was highly unfair 

in his evaluation of their army. While admitting that they did not possess 

13snead. Fight for Missouri, 23·3-234. 

14McCulloch to War Department, July 18, 1861, O.R., I, III, 611. 

150.R., I, III, 745; Snead. Fi~ht for Missouri, 254. Price's descript-
ion of this incident was much more avoralil.e to Ra.ins's men. See O.R., I, 
III. 99. 
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the order and discipline of the veterans of Napoleon or Wellington, they 

were oonfident that in battle they would prove their mettle as brave fight

ing men. They charged that MoCulloch gave too much importance to the ex

ternals of military organization,· and suspected that he was prejudiced a

gainst them by the influence of Captain James McIntosh, an ex-regular army 

officer and close friend of McCulloch, to whom he was adjutant-general. 

The day following Dug Springs McCulloch delivered to Price his ulti

matum that he be given command of the army or he would leave with his forces. 

Price, who was extremely anxious to attack Lyon, went to McCulloch' s quar

ters at Crane Creek the next day, and said to him: 

I am au older man than you, General McCulloch, and I am 
not only your senior in rank now, but I was a brigadier-gen
.era! ,in the· Mexican War, with an independent command when 
you were only a captain; I have fought and won more battles 
than you have ever witnessed; my force is twice as great as 
yours; and some of my officers rank,_ and have seen more ser
vice than you, and we are also upon the soil of our own State; 
but General McCulloch, if you will consent to help us to whip 
Lyon and to repossess Missouri, I w.i.11 put myself and all my 
forces under your command, and we will obey you as faithfully 
as the humblest of your own men. We can whip Lyon, and we 
will whip him and drive the enemy out of Missouri, and all the 
honor and all the glory shall be yours. All that we want is 
to regain our homes and to establish the independence or Mis
souri and the South. If you refuse to accept this offer, I 
will move with the Missourians alone, against Lyon. For it is 

,.better that they and I should all perish than Missouri be a
bandoned without a struggle. You must either fight beside us, 
or look on at a safe distance, and see us fight all alone the 
army which you dare not attack even with our aid. I must have 
you answer before dark, for I intend to attaok Lyon to-morrow.16 

This speech may be an invention of Snead, a la Thucydides; but if it 

seems impossibly rhetorical for a man to deliver extempore in the middle 

of Missouri, it should be remembered that it was quite common for the men 

of the Civil War era to indulge them.selves in such eloquent artificialities. 

There will be other examples. 

16snead, Fight £2l: Missouri, 256-257. 



A radically different aceount of how McCulloch acquired control of 

the State Guard was given by McCulloch himself: " ••• the generals of 

the Missouri forces, by common consent on their part, and unasked on mine, 

tendered me the command of their troops, which I at first declined • • • • ttl 7 

That it happened in that manner is rather improbable, in view of the pride 

0£ the Missourians and the popularity of Price. Snead's bias, and the pos

sibility that his memory failed him after a lapse of a quarter of' a century, 

should be kept in mind, however. 

Price announced the change to the State Guard, but reserved the right 

to resume independent eonml8.lld whenever he deemed it necessary.18 At mid

night the army took up the line of march toward Springfield, expecting to 

surprise and attack Lyon, who had advanced from Springfield to a point call

ed McCulla's Farm. Neither the surprise nor Lyon's army materialized, and 

McCulloch had his men push on throughout the next day, marching in almost 

suffocating heat and over a chokingly dusty road to Moody's Spring, where, 

nearly exhausted, they halted. On August 6 they moved on two miles to Wil

son's Creek, where there were some cornfields that would provide food. 

Wilson's Creek was a small stream running, with numerous twists and 

turns, roughly north and south. The Confederate .armyl.9 encamped along its 

banks, and rested there four days, while JlcCullooh attempted, without muoh 

success, to ascertain the character and strength of the Union defenses at 

Springfield, ten miles to the east. McCulloch accused the Missouri oavalry 

of failing to discover reliable information about Lyon's moves, dispositions, 

and intentions.20 

170.R., I, III, 745. 

18snead> Fight for Missouri, 257-258. 

19The term Confederate will be used to refer to Price's Missouri State 
Guard as well as the regular Confederate troops, which. technically, Price's 
men were not. 

200.R., I, III, 745. 
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Not to be outdone, the Missourians asserted that MoCulloch's own in

efficiency was chiefly responsible. 21 Price was disturbed by this fruit

less delay, and reminded McCulloch of the need for speed in striking Lyon. 

But McCulloch $till refused to budge, unwilling to make a blind assault on 

Springfield. 

August 9 came and Price's patience gave out completely. He informed 

McCulloch that unless the army attacked at once, he would resume his au

thority over the State Guard and take the offensive with it alone. Reluc- · 

tant+y McCulloch gave his sanction to the attack, and issued orders for the 

men to be prepared to move by nine o'clock that night. 

Just as the army was about to begin marching, a slig~t rain began to 

fall, with portents of heavier showers to follow. McCulloch and Price, 

thereupon, decided to postpone the march till the morrow. Most of the 

troops were not equipped wi. th cartridge boxes, but carried their annnuni tion 

in cotton sacks or in their pockets. If their ammunition had become rain

soaked, it would have been disastrous, for there were only 25 rounds, on 

the average, to every man iri the army, and no more to be had except in Ar

kansas or Louisiana.. The army re-bivouacked for the night on Wilson's . 

Creek.22 

Lyon at Springfield had 5,500 men, and the enlistments of many of these 

were terminating. He also was aware that McCulloch and Price greatly out

numbered him. Yet he determined to strike the Confederates, and not to con-

fine himself to the defensive or to retreat to Rolla, the nearest town in 

railroad communication with St. Louis. On August 9 he left Springfield and 

marched west. His plan was to turn both flanks of McCullooh's position. at 

Wilson's Creek and to deliver at dawn on the tenth a synchronized attack 

21Snead, Fight for Missouri. 261. 

220.R., I, III, 745-746; Snead, Fight !2!_ Uissouri, 261-263. 



from the north and the south. He divided his army into two seotions, one, 

about 1,000 strong, under Colonel Franz Sigel, to deliver the blow from 

the south, and the other, approximately 4,000 in number, led by himself, 

to fall on the northern wing of the Confederates. 23 

The Southern army was almost totally surprised, surprised, McCulloch 

later charged, beoause the Missouri cavalry had not performed properly the 

picket duties assigned to them. 24 Some of the Confederates were shot while 

asleep in their tents.25 Price and McCulloch were about to eat a breakfast 

of corn bread, lean beef, and coffee, when word of the Union onslaught was 

brought to them.26 One J. J. Snyder discovered the advance of the Union 

troops, and hurried to Price, Ym.o appeared from his tent bareheaded, in 

shirt, trousers, and boots, buttoning his suspenders as he emerged. Price 

called for his horse, and soon was in the sad~le. 27 

The Missourians were stationed on the left flank of the Confederate 

line, and so were faced by Lyon in person. Rains 's brigade was th.e first 

to be struck, and it endeavored, while falling back, to oheok Lyon's pro

gress. Price rode to his part of the line, at the same time ordering the 

brigades of Slack, Clark, McBride, and Parsons to hasten to the newly form-
.. 

ing front. As _each brigade came up, Price sent it against the enemy, till 

he had over 3,100 men and four pieoes of artillery in action. 28 

The fighting centered around a hill that was to earn the name of · 

"Bloody Hill, 11 but which was then known as Oak Hill, the name the Confed-

230.R., I, III, 60; :McElroy, Struggle for Missouri, 156-159. 

240.R., I, III, 746. 

25John N. Edwards, Shelby and His Men: or, the War in the West, 37. 
26snead~ Fight £2!. Missouri, 263. 

27simm.ons, Price, 75. 

280.R., I, III, 100; Snead, Fight for Missouri, 274. 
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erates were to give ·to the battle~ 29 This hill was located on the west 

side of Wilson's Creek, a.nd Price's line ran along it, facing to the 

north. 30 The hill was densely covered w.i.th trees and underbrush, and the 

opposing forces would move within a few hundred yards of each other and 

still remain mutually concealed. Only thick clouds of powder smoke marked 

their whereabouts. 31 These conditions were in favor of the Missourians, 

for fighting at close range, they were not at such a disadvantage with 

their shot guns and common rifles as they otherwise would have been against 

the superior army muskets 0£ the Union soldiers.
32 

While the battle on Oak Hill developed into a stubbornly contested 

"fire-fight," with neither side attaining a clear cut advantage, the south

ern end of McCulloch's army nearly was involved in disaster. Sigel's attack 

had been even more of a surprise than Lyon's, and he had thrown a large num

ber of the Confederates into a panic and had advanced for a considerable 

distance completely unhindered. But many of his men, thinking that the 

victory had been won, started plundering the Confederate tents, and his 

force got more or less out of hand. At this juncture McCulloch brought 

forward a battalion of mounted Missourians and a part of the Third Louis

iana Regiment of Colonel Louis Hebert. The Louisanans were dressed in . 

gray uniforms and Sigel 's men mistook them for an Iowa regiment that was 

similarly attired. The Union infantrymen did not realize their error until 

it was too late, and were routed by a destructive volley delivered at close 

'9 range, and thrown into worse confusion by enfilading artillery fire. Sigel's 
N 
(J) 
(i) 

'9 

29N. B. Pearce, "Arkansas Troops in the Battle of Wilson's Creek. 11 

Battles~ Leaders, I. 298. 

30see mao, Battles and Leaders. I, 290. 
L --- ----~~ 

3lsnead, Fight for Missouri. 

32 7 O.R. 1 I, III, 46. 
" ) J) J ) 
>i ) {j ) J,) J 
) ) , ) ) J 
.,,) ) ) JJ J J 

, ) ) J) J 

'> .IJJ 

~ ) ) 

) ) 

) ,,., JJ, 

I > 
) J ').) ) 

! ) J ~ ~ ), ~ ., 

/ ~:; ) ) 

, , ) ) 

J J ) 

J ) J ) , >, ) ) J 

J) ! : ~ t , ~ ) ~ : ; ,' ', 
) J ,- ~ ) ) ) ! ! ~ : ./ 



26 . ; / 

men scattered over the field, and many were captured.33 

McCulloch then went to the aid of Price, and gradually the Confeder

ates built up a heavy preponderance of numbers along Oak Hill. There the 

battle was one of charges and countercharges, as the lines would move for

ward within fifty yards of each other, fire, and then stagger back to re

load, reform, and advance again. The deafening roar of rifles and cannon 

would be followed by inexplicable lulls, only to thunder forth once more.34 

Price displayed the bravery that was always to characterize him on 

the battlefield. He rode up and down the line of battle, encouraging his 

men and bringing up fresh troops to bolster weak points in the Confederate 

position. When the front would grow quiet, he would ride far ahead of the 

ma.in battleline and attempt to pierce the thick, low-lying smoke for signs 

of enemy movements. Once he was recognized by Lyon himself, and Lyon al

most rode out to engage him in personal combat, but was dissuaded from the 

duel by his aide. 35 Price's reckless self-exposure caused his men to cry 

out to him to be more careful and to -stay back, but Price paid them little 

heed, nor did he give much attention to the bullets that whistled about 

him. He was wounded in the side, but with the exception of an officer_who 

was nearby him when it happened, no one in the army was aware of it until 

the· battle was over. To this officer, probably Snead, Price said, when he 

was hit: "That isn't fair; if I were as slim as Lyon that fellow would 

have missed me entirely."36 

33Franz Sigel, "The Flanking Colunm at Wilson's Creek," Battles and 
Leaders, I, 305; William M. Wherry, '_'Wilson's Creek and the Death of Lyon," 
ibid., 293-294. 

340.R., I, III, 105; Wherry, "Wilson's Creek,"~·~·, I, 295; 
Snead, Fight for Missouri, 275. 

35Wberry, "Wilson's Creek," loo. cit., I, 295. Wherry was Lyon's 
aide. ---- ---

36snead, Fight .for Missouri, 285-286. 
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Towards noon the Union army realized that its daring plan to surprise 

and defeat Prioa and McCulloch could not be fulfilled, and that it, in its 

turn, was in the very gravest danger. The Federal troops were badly outnum

bered, their casualties had been severe, and their general, Lyon, was dead, 

slain while leading a charge. After conculting the other officers, Lyon's 

successor, Major Samuel D. Sturgis, ordered a retreat, which was made de

liberately and in good order. 37 

Price called for instant pursuit of the withdrawing Union forces, but 

McCulloch refused to order one. Snead afterwards believed that a good op

portunity to destroy the defeated Union army was thus thrown away. Accord

ing to him, there were in the Confederate ranks 2,700 mounted men and 2,000 

infantry who had seen little or no action and had fired scarcely~ shot.38 

McCulloch, though, was glad to see the Union army depart. He was of the 

opinion that_ the ammunition supply of his army was too low and that too 

many of his men were too unreliable and too undisciplined to risk pursuit. 

It was also rumored, without foundation as it proved, that reinforcements 

for the Union army were on the way.39 Nevertheless, the Confederates were 

probably at fault in not making some effort to exploit their success, or, 

at a:ny rate, to harry the retreating army under Sturgis. However, most of 

the Confederates were mentally and physically exhausted by the battle, which 

one of their officers admitted to be "a might mea.n-fowt fight. 1140 

Wilson's Creek was the hardest fought and bloodiest conflict of the 

370.R., I, III, 67-69. 

38snead, Fight for Missouri, 293-294. 

39Pearce, 0 Arka.nsas Troops," loo. cit., I, 303. 

40Battles and Leaders, I, f.n. 296. 
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war up to that time. · over one-fifth of the army that Lyon end Sigel had 

led into action were killed, wounded, or listed as missing, a total of 

1,235 casualties. The Confederate losses were almost equally as heayy; 

the number of their killed and wounded was perhaps greater than that of 

the Union. 41 

The battle was a Confederate victory. The most energetic, prominent, 

and competent of the Union leaders in Missouri was dead and his army tem

porarily cancelled as a factor in the war in Missouri . Union prestige 

was given a damaging blow, and the morale of all the Confederacy and par

ticularly of Confederate adherents in Missouri uplifted even higher, for 

already it was soaring as a result of Bull Run. The whole of western Mis

souri lay open to Confederate invasion.42 

41Ibid., 306. 

42smith, Borderland, 259. 
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Chapter III: HOW TO WIN BATTLES WITH HEMP-BALES 

McCullooh's and Price's armies, for now Price had resumed independent 

command of the State Guard. occupied Springfield on August 12, the Union 

army having evaouated the city and retreated to Rolla. Prioe wrote a re

port eulogizing the victory at Wilson's Creek, and planned new operations 

against the- Northern armies in Missouri. Learning that Senator Jim Lane's 

Jayhawkers were in the western part of the state, he despatched Rains to 

drive them out.1 His main desire was to maroh back to the banks of the 

Missouri. He requested McCulloch to accompany him, only to meet with a 

flat refusal. 

McCulloch gave as his reasons for not joining in Price's proposed ex

pedition the need to protect upper Arkansas and the Indian Territory, and 

his army's lack of ammunition. He argued that the support of Pillow and 

Hardee would be required to insure the success of an advanoe to the 14:issouri, 

and that even if suoh an advance were made, the Confederates could not long 

remain on the river for want of supplies. 2 

Price resolved to march northward alone. On August 25 he left Spring

field·. On September 2 he fought a minor engagement with about 500 Kansans 

at Drywood Creek, Missouri, brushing them aside and causing them to evacuate 

Fort Scott. As he proceeded towards the Missouri, hundreds of recruits 

joined his army, which arrived within few miles of Lexington on September 12. 

On the morning of the thirteenth his cavalry began skirmishing with the 

Union pickets and outposts. Price brought up his infantry and artillery~ 

and pushed on to the outskirts of the town, where the Federals, after at

tempting a stand. were driven into their fortifications. The famous Siege 

1snead, "War in Missouri,u ~· cit., I, 273; O.R., I, III, 104. 

2 O.R., I, III, 747. 
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of Lexington was und·erway. 3 

Set off from Lexington on a bluff was the Ma.sonic College. Around 

this building was reared a rampart of sod and earth, about twelve feet 

high and twelve feet thick. Beyond this was an irregular line of earth

works and rifle-pits, proteoted by traverses, ditches, and trip-wires. 

Behing these imposing defenses was a Union garrison of 3,500 men, oonnnand 

by Colonel James A. :Mulligan of the "Irish Brigade." Seven cannons were 

planted in the embrasures of the fort. 4 Mulligan had had adequate 

time to esoape from Lexington on the two steamers he had available, but 

he remained because he considered that his orders obligated him to protect 

the large quantities of public property stored in the college, and because 

he thought that he would be extricated from his perilous predicament by a 

relief column.s 

Price did n~t begin investing the Union fortifications until September 

18. His army had swelled now to 18,000 men, more than he actually could 

use to conduct the siege. Mulligan, in a public lecture delivered sometime 

after the siege, presented what was doubtlessly an overdramatio picture of 

the Confederate advance: "They came as one dark moving mass, their guns 

beaming in the sun, their banners waving, and their drums beating--every

where, as far as we could see, were men, men, men, approaching grandly. 116 

Prioe•s divisions completely encircled the Union fort. A constant, 

unremittant assault was then instituted. Several of the outer works of 

the garrison were seized, and its sources of water captured. Fierce fight

ing took place for possession of the Anderson House and the bluff on which 

3snead, "War in Missouri~" ~· cit • ., I, 273; C.R • ., I, III, 185-186. 

4James A. Mulligan, "The Siege of Lexington, Mo.," Battles~ Leaders, 
I, 307-309. 

5McElroy, Struggle~ Missouri, 209-210. 

6Mulligan, rtsiege of Lexington, 11 
~· oit., I., 309. 
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it stood, only 125 yards from the Union works on the west. The house was 

being used as a hospital by the garrison when Price's troops took it. ·A 

portion of Mulligan's Irish regiment sallied forth and re-captured it, but 

a Confederate counterattack forced them once more to give it up. The Irish

men, feeling that the Missourians had been guilty of breaking the laws of 

civilized warfare in firing on the hospital. gave no quarter in their on

slaught and killed every enemy soldier they found with arms. The Confed

erates, though, had been perfectly justified in attacking the hospital, for 

it was an important and strategic military position, and the garrison had 

no right to make a hospital out of it. 7 

On the nineteenth an incessant firing and bombardment were kept up on 

the garrison, which started to suffer terribly from thirst.8 
As might be . 

expected by anyone familiar with Civil War battle literature, the inevitable 

old veteran put in his quaint appearance. This sexagenarian would arrive 

daily from his nearby farm, a basket of provisions in one hand and a trusty 

flintlock in the other. Calmly. he would lie down behind a large tree 

stump and fire away at the Yankees with "deadly aim" all day, and then go 

back home. Numerous others, besides gave free-lance assistance to Price's 

beleaguering army.9 

On the following day there occurred one of' the most picturesque events 

of the war. This was the Confederate assault behind moveable breast-works 

of' wetted hemp-bales. Credit for the conception of this idea has been dis

puted. Price, in his official account of' the siege~ stated: 

On the morning of' the 20th instant I caused a number of hemp 
bales to be transported to the river heights, 'WhereJmoveable 

7:sattles and Leaders, I, £.n., 311. 

8
Mulligan, 'Sieg$ of Lexington," ~· ~., I, 311. 

9William Parker Snow, Southern Generals, 340. 
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breastworks wer·e ;eedily eoristructed out of them by Gen
erals /Thomas A. Harris and McBride, ColoD.f6 Rives and 
Major Winston, an their respective oo!ID"llB.llds. 

Harris, however, described their invention and utilization in his report 

on the siege in terms that would seem to indicate that he was the origin

ator of the novel stratagem: 

I ••• directed Capt. George A. Turner ••• to re
quest of you {t>rice 1132 bales of hemp, which you prompt
ly accorded •••• -<i directed the bales to be wet in the 
river to protect them against the casualties of fire of our, 
troops and 0£ the enemy, but it was soon found that the wet
ting so materially increased the weight as to prevent our 
men in their exhausted condition from rolling them to the 
crest of the hill. I then adopted the idea of wettffg the 
hemp after it had been transported to its position. 

Whoever was responsible for the hemp-bales, they proved to be a very 

effective device. The Confederates rolled them slowly forward, firing 

from behind their security, and coming ever closer to the Union works. 

Cannon-balls and bullets were poured against the bales, but "they would 

only rook a little and then settle back. n Heated shot was equally unavail

ing. 

The garrison's amnn1nition was about gone. It had no rations, and had 

not tasted water for several days. One 0£ Mulligan's officers, disobeying 

orders, raised a white flag. Price sent Mulligan a note, asking "why the 

firing had ceased." The Union Colonel, unaware of his officer's action, 

returned the note with the gallant but rather ridiculous reply written on 

the back. "General, I hardly know. unless you have surrendered." Price's 

men continued to push forward their hemp-bales. 

Mulligan knew he had been jousting w:!-th the inevitable; before long 

Price's horde would be olose enough to rush and soale the ramparts, and to 

lOo.R., I, III, 187. 

11Ibid •• 191. 
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massacre his men should they prolong their £utile resistance. Therefore, 

he held a council of his officers, who voted to surrender. He then sent 

out a flag of truce, with word of this decision.12 Price demanded uncon

ditional surrender, to be made within ten minutes, for he suspected that 

Mulligan was merely trying to gain time, in hope of a relief colunm.. 'Mul

ligan had little choice except to yield to Price's ultimatum, and the gar

rison marched out and laid down its arms. When Mulligan and the other 

United States officers offered to hand over their sword~, Price declined 

to receive them, saying, "You gentlemen have fought so bravely that it 

would be wrong to deprive you of your swords • . Keep them. Orders to parole 

you and your men will be issued, Colonel Mulligan, without unnecessary de

lay." 

Price kept his promise, and the Union soldiers were paroled. First, 

though, they were . lined up and made to listen to a speech by Governor Jack

son. After this, their suffering at an end, they were permitted to go free, 

with the exception of Colonel Mulligan, who was retained as a prisoner until 

October 30.13 

Lexington was the most complete and notable victory that Price gained 

throughout the course of the war. It was made possible by the inability 

of the Federal commanders in Missouri to concentrate a sufficient force to 

prevent his advance or to rescue Mulligan.14 His army captured, in addition 

to 3,500 Union troops, seven cannons, over 3,000 desperately needed rifles, 

and a large number of other items, including sabres, horses, and eOlllmissary 

stores. One hundred and fifty-nine e_asual ties were inflicted, as compared 

1214u11igan, "Siege of Lexington," loo. oit., I, 312-313. 

13Battles ~ Leaders, I, t.n., 313. 

14MoElroy, Struggle~ Missouri, 207-209. 
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to less than a hundred suffered.15 The suooess, which resounded all over 

the state, gave Price a lasting hold upon the confidence and esteem of 

those Missourians who supported his cause.16 

Price remained at Lexington for a little over a week after the siege. 

He sent Snead off to Richmond in order to obtain the fuller collaboration 

of the Confederate government with the state forces of Missouri, Jackson's 

government not yet having officially seeeeded. On the way Snead stopped , , . 

at MoCulloch's headquarters to try to persuade him to come to Price~s assis

tance, or, failing in that, to supply him with percussion caps for the mus

kets that had been captured at Lexington. Snead related that McCulloch 

turned down these requests, rehearsing his previous misgivings about Price's 

expedition and tating that he had no musket caps to spare. 

Fr6mont finally gathered his forces, 38,000 strong, and took the f'ield 

against Price. Price began preparations for a retreat when Fr6mont reached 

Sedalia, for he was in danger of being hemmed in against the Missouri. The 

main objective of Price's movement to the Missouri, the acquisition of more 

men, had been only imperfectly realized. Many of his reorui ts had joined 

in a ,holiday mood, and had enjoyed themselves in peppering the Masonic Col

lege with bullets and buck-shot, but the prospect of retreat, long marches, 

and short. rations was not so appealing, and hundreds of them went back to 

their homes. others, more resolute, were advised by Price to return home 

also, for he had no arms to _quip them properly, and to await a more eon-

. venient and favorable time to rise. Price's army marched out 0£ Lexington, 

September 29, and when it reached the Osage, October a. had dwindled to a 

150.R., I. III, 188; Snead. ''War in Missouri," ~· ~·, I, 273. 

l 6MoElroy, Struggle for Missouri, 217. 
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mere 7,900, over 11,000 less than its peak strength at Lexington.17 

Fr6mont's pursuit was anything but fast, and Price was able to retire 

without difficulty and at a leisurely rate of march. By Ootober 16 he was 

encamped at Greenfield; from there he withdrew to Neosho, where in a two 

weeks "rump session" the small portion of the state legislature that had 

remained with Governor Jackson passed an ordinance of secession and elect

ed representatives to the Confederate Congress. Then the retreat was re

sumed, finally ending at Pineville in the first week of November. McCul- ,. 

loch's army, in the meantime, had pulled out of Springfield in the face 

of' Fremont's advance., and had moved back on the Springfield road in the di~-.. 

rection of' Arkansaa. Fremont entered Springfield on October 27.
18 

Before leaving Neosho, Price received on October 26., a proposal from 

Fr~mont for a general exchange of prisoners.19 The negotiations that en

sued developed ~to e.n agreement concerning the conduct of the war in Mis• 

souri that was embodied in a joint declaration signed by Prioe and Fl'1,m.ont 

on November 1. It provided for the exchange of prisoners, the suppression 

of guerilla warfare and the confinement of the war to organized armies, 

the cessation or arrests for opinion, and for the preservation of order by 

the state courts. On November 2, however, .Fte'mont was relieved of his com

mand, and his successor, Major-General David Hunter, would not recognize 

the agreement as binding.20 

Price's first thought in falling back to Pineville was, in conjunction 

with McCulloch, to make a stand there should the Union army advance that 

far south. The country was extremely rugged, and Price planned to utilize 

17Ibid., 210; Snead, "War in Missouri," loo.~·, I, 273-274; Edward 
A. Pollard, ~ ~ Ca.use, 166-167. 

18MoElroy, '. Struigle for Missouri, 225-226; Price to A. s. Johnston, 
October 16., 1861; Price to"1lcculioch, October 23, 1861; Price to McCulloch., 
October 26, 1861; Price to A. s. Johnston., November 7, 1861: O.R., I., III, 
719 ff; Snead, 0War in Missouri," ..!.£2.• cit., I, 274. 

19Price to McCulloch, October 26, 1861, O.R., I, III, 727. 
20ibid., 561-565; John C. Fremont, "In Command in Missouri," Battles 

and Lea.ders, I, 287. 
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the terrain to compensate. for his inferiority in numbers. ~ At the same 

time he was writing to General Albert Sidney Johnston., new commander of 

all Confederate armies in the West, outlining plans to capture St. Louis 

a.nd destroy the Union army in Missouri. 21 McCulloch 's mood was not so 

sanguine. He was colDJJlunicating to the Confederate War Office hia hopws 

that "by resorting to the partisan mode of' warfare~ to make them Cthe 

Union arm.y_]'withdraw ere they .reach Fort Smith~~22 

On November 10., McCulloch wrote Prioe. reoo:rmnending that with the , 1 

prospect of a Union advance from Springfield., they should seek safety in 

the Boston Mountains of Arkansas. Price on the same day answered that he 

was confident that their combined armies could meet and defeat the Union 

forces., and that he would remain in Missouri. 23 McCulloch, contrary to 

his better judgment, agree~ to stay and try to beat back the Union of'fens-

. h ·t 24 ive wen 1 came. 

Even as Price and McCulloch debated how they should respond to the 

expected advance of' Hunter's army, Hunter., on November 8, acting under in-
. 25 

structions from President Lincoln, evacuated Springfield. Word that the 

Union forces at Springfield were pulling back to Sedalia and Rolla did not 

reach.McCulloch and Price until a week later. Price instantly ordered his 

army to move to Newtonia, while McCulloch began a forced cavalry march on 

Springfield, in hopes of overtaking Hunter's rear detachments. He arrived 

there and found the Union army at least 100 miles away. He considered him

self too weak to follow s:n.y farther. 26 Prioe retraced the route northward, 

21Prioe to A. s. Johnston, November 7, 1861, O.R., I, III, 731-732. 

22McCulloch to Judah P. Benjamin, November 8, 1861, Ibid • ., 733. 

23Ibid •• 736-738. 

24Ibid., 748. 

25Lincoln to Hunter, October 24, 1861., ~·• 553-554.· 
26Ibid-·, 740-472. 
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and encamped on the Sao River. in ·the vicinity of Osoeola.27 

At this time the term of service of three-fourths of his army expired. 

Al though most of the men were willing to re-enlist, large numbers of them 

wish~d to return for awhile to their homes. Winter was closing in rapidly, 

and the men were miserably clad and had received no pay since they had taken 

up arms in the swmner. They insisted that they be furloughed for a few 

weeks in order that they might procure clothing for themselves and make 

some provision for their families. Price gave them their leaves of' absence, 

and his army f'or awhile was so small that it was incapable of' waging battle. 

Price tried, as always, to induce more Missourians to volunteer for 

his army. He sent a detachment of 1,100 men to Lexington, where in a few 

days it gathered in 2.500 recruits and escorted them safely to Osceola. 

North of the Missouri° River others were ready to join, but were unable to 

penetrate the cordons established by Major-General Henry w. Halleck, the · 

. Un• d • ·u.: • 28 new ion oo:rmnan er in .m.1.ssour1. 

A "Proclamation to the People of Central and North Missouri" was post

ed by Price at Marshall on November 26, pleading for greater popular sup

port for his army, and revealing significant weaknesses in his position. 

The document stated that of' the 50,000 men that had been called for in June, 

less than 5,000 had responded. It admitted that "Boys and small property

holders have in the main.fought the battles.u ·It wnnt so exoruciatingly 

f'ar as to resort to doggerel verse to get more men into the army and "drive 

the hireling bands of' thieves and marauders from the State." Monetary loss

es inourred _f'rom enlisting in his army, Prioe promised, would be made good 

af'ter the war by confiscated Union p~operty. 29 Obviously neither Price nor 

the Confederate cause in Missouri were receiving the backing they had ex-

27snead. "War in Missouri,"~· 2.!.!•• I, 274. 

28Price to Polk, December 23, 1861, O.R., I, VIII, 730; McElroy, Strug
gle f2!. Missouri, 256-257. 

29 O.R., I, VIII, 695-697. 
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pected. 

Not all Missourians favoring the South desired to serve in the regular 

armies. Hundreds of men with military proclivities preferred to fight the 

Yankees on their "own hook," and formed the bushwhacking and guerilla bands 

· that were to become notorious anl infamous under such leaders as William 

Clarke Quantrill and Cole Younger. These ha.rd-riding freebooters and part

isans were to ravage the western border sections of Missouri all through 

the war and even for a considerable time afterward. Sometimes they would 

act under directions from Price or some other Confederate general, and 

would sweep down and burn and wreck railroad tracks, bridges, water tanks, 

and stations. More o~en, they would ambush and wipe-out or disperse small 

and isolated Federal or home guard units, or would commit wanton outrages 

on Union sympathizers .and settlements. Unionists, in their turn, would re

taliate against Confederate adherents, and a civil ,var within a civil war 

raged in Missouri.30 

Price never lost faith that thousands of Missourians were waiting a 

chance to rally under his flag. He believed that if he could establish 

hilq_~elf in force on the Missouri during the winter, his "numbers would be 

indefinitely increased." He wrote, December 6, to Fort Smith, where Col

onel James McIntosh was in charge of McCulloch's army while McCulloch was 

gone to Richmond, asking McIntosh to co-operate· in such a move. 31 Mc

Intosh was no more helpful than McCulloch. He replied that his troops 

were needed elsewhere. and that. in any case, they were not adequately 

equipped or clothed to travel "in the depth of winter over the bleak prair

ies of Missouri." And for good meas~e McIntosh added; "The facility with 

which the enemy oould concentrate a force on the Missouri River renders 

30McElroy, Struggle for :Missouri. 256; see William E. Connelley, 
Quantrill and the Boraer Wars. See appendix. --------------- -----

3lo.R., I, VIII. 702. 
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such a project at this season of the year almost madness.n32 

Price com.plained plaintively to General Polk that thus was lost a 

golden opportunity to recruit his army "to a:ny desirable extent," destroy 

the railroads of Missouri, and force the Union armies into the innnediate 

confines of St. Louis. His troops and the people of Missouri, he warned, 

were becoming dissatisfied with the Confederacy and distrustful of its 

competency and intentions. The two main obstacles to successful prosecu

tion of the war in Missouri, Price told Polk, were that the great majority 

of those desiring "to take up arms on the part of the South are prevented 

from doing so by the enemy's occupation of the State," and 11the dissatis

faction which General McCulloch's constant refusal to co-operate with us 

has engendered in the minds of the people of 1lissouri, and which leads 

them to doubt whether the Confederate Government really sympathizes with 

them and desires to aid them.n33 

Late in December Prioe left his camp on the Sao River and fell back 

to Springfield in order to shorten his supply line and better protect the 

southwestern part of the state. He relied upon winter snow and rains to 

prevent the Union armies from following. Supplies of clothing and equip

ment were received from the south, and the men erected log huts_ .and :went 

into winter quarters. Prioe spent this pause in active campaigning in re

organizing his army.34 Seen through the eyes of his enemies, Price's army 

at this time did not appear very impressive, nor Price very imposing. Col

onel Frederick Steele, at Sedalia, telegraphed Halleck on January 2, 1862: 

Two 0£ my spies just in from Srpingfield humbugged Price 
completely; went throµgh all his camps safely; saw everything 
•••• Has in all sixty-three pieces; none rifled. Horses 

32:Mcintosh to Price, December 14, 1861, ibid., 712-713. 

33Prioe to Polk, December 23, 1861, ibid., 729-730. 

34Pri6e to Jackson, February 25, 1862, ibid., 756. 



·40 

very poor • 
• • • ~ice's whole force not over 16,000 •• • Price 

says he is going to Jefferson City.• •• At present he 
has no discipline, no roll-calls, no sentinels, nor picket 
to prevent passing in .and out of Springfield8 Ra.ins drubk 
all the time. Price also dri~ing too much.u5 

Measures were taken by Prioe, sober or not, to tighten discipline in 

his army, but nothing is known or their efficacy. About the latter part 

of January Price's scouts reported to him that the Union forces were as

sembling at Rolla. On January 26 these forces were at Lebanon. Price, 
I 1/ 

expecting reinforcements, held on in Springfield till the very la.st mo-

ment, and did not retreat until February 12. Skirmishing constantly with 

the advance guard or the pursuing Federal army under Major-General Samuel 

R. Curtis, he retired into Arkansas, finally halting for a time at Cross 

Hollow.36 

Price had been driven from Missouri; yet the decisive battle £or the 

state remained to be fought. 

36Ibid., 478-479. 

3~Price to Jackson, February 25, 1862, ~·, 756. 



Chapter IV: THE ELKHORN TAVERN 

During the winter of 1861-1862, President Davis sought a general for 

the over-all command of the vario~s s~· independent armies operating in 

Missouri and Arkansas. Knowing of this, Governor Jackson wrote Davis, De

cember 30, 1861, suggesting Price as the one best suited for the responsi

bility.l At about the same time Snead and Major E. c. Cabell in Richmond 

also tried to interest Davis in Prioe. 2 Davis, however., was cognizant of 

the running quarrel between Price and McCulloch, and such reports as the 

following were not likely to awaken esteem on his part for Price or the 

forces under him: 

J-'Frice's army 7 is now under the control of politicians., 
who know not tli'e value of discipline, and consequently can 
never make an army that would be but little better than a 
city mob. There is excellent material out of vhioh to 
make an army in Missouri. They only want a military man 
for a general.3 · 

When the :Missouri delegation to Richmond urged Davis to make Price command

er of the troops in Arkansas and Missouri, the President was "firm and even 

impatient .in his opposition.," and declared that he was not going to appoint 

anyone -who was a native of Missouri, Arkansas, or Texas. 4 

Probably Davis never seriously considered Price. On January 10, 1862, 

he assigned Major-General F,arl Van Dorn to lead the armies in Missouri and 

Arkansas. 5 Van Dorn assumed his command at Jae sonport, Arkansas, on Jan

uary 29. A West Pointer, veteran of the llexioan War., and famed .as a fight

ing man, his appointment was welcomed by the Missourians, who felt that he 

lo.R., I, VIII., 724-725. 

2Simmons, Price, 82. 

3McCullooh to J.P. Benjamin, November 8, 1861, O.R., I, III, 733-734. 

4idssouri Delegation to Price, December 12, 1861, ibid., LIII, 761-763. 

5Ibid., 734. 

41 



42 

would help them regain their state. 6 In the first few weeks of his eonnnand, 

he gave ev~ry indication that he would do just that. Writing to Price ·on 

February 14, he 'ent~usiastioally outlined plans to combine Price's forces 

with the cavalry of McCulloch, the infantry of McIntosh, and the Indians 

of Brigadier-General Alberts. Pike, and then march on St. Louis, and even 

into Illinois.7 

These roseate dreams were quickly and entirely dispelled by the news 

of the fall of Springfield and of Price's retreat into Arkansas. Price . , , 

sought refuge in the Boston Mountains, and on February 21 was thirty miles 

from Van Buren, with Curtis following several days behind.8 When Prioe 

formed a junction wi. th McCulloch, Van Dorn joined them at their headquarters 

on March 3 and forthwith decided to launch a counter-offensive against Cur

tis, who was at Sugar Creek in the Pea Ridge country, fifty-five miles dis

ta.n~ to the north. Van Dorn ordered Pike to Elm Springs, and from that 

point the combined Confederate army, now 16,000 strong, set out, Yaroh 6, 

for Bentonville. 

A large Federal detachment under Sigel was known to be in the vicinity 

of Bentonville, and Van Dorn wanted to surprise and destroy it before it 

could.get back to the main Union army under Curtis. His troops, however, 

"moved so very slowly" . that Van Dorn was unable to accomplish his intention. 

The Confederates entered Bentonville, only to find Sigel leaving by the 

other side • .An attempt was made to pursue and cut-off Sigel, but, although 

there was some warm skirmishing, this too failed. Van Dorn finally halted 

his army at a point on Sugar Creek to the south-west of the Union positions. 

After conferring with MeCulloch and McIntosh, Van Dorn ascertained that 

by a short detour he could swing his army around Curtis's right flank, at-

6snead, "War in Missouri," loc. ~-, I, 275. 

7 O.R., I, VIII, 750-752. 

8snead, "War in Missouri, tt loo. cit., I, 275-276. 
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tain the rear of the Federal army. out its line of connnunication to the 

north by barring the Telegraph Road, and force it to _fight under highly 

disadvantageous circumstances. Van Dorn adopted this stratagem., and be

gan putting it into execution; if · successful, he would have the honor of 

effecting the first great battle of annihilation of the war. 

He screened his object by throwing out pickets and pretending to biv

ouac for the night. Instead, soon after darkness, his army, with Price's 

division in front, started the circuitous march to the Union rear. Price 

reached the Telegraph Road at eleven A. M., the following day, with the 

rest of the army aligned behind him along the r©ute of the detour. Curtis 

was out-orr.9 

Curtis had almost 10,500 men, strongly posted on a ridge overlooking 

Little Sugar Creek, facing south and covering the Telegraph Road, up which 

he had expected the Confederates to advance. On perceiving the Confederate 

troops moving on his right flank and to his rear, Curtis began changing the 

dispositions of his units in order . to meet this unforseen and perilous 

threat.lo The Confederate divisions turned off the road to attack the new

ly forming Union line. The Confederate right consisted of the forces of 

McIntosh and Pike, and were headed by McCulloch. On the left Prioe turned 

directly south down iilie Telegraph Road and marched two miles through a 

deep valley until he came within view of the Union forces assembled on a 

plateau north of the Elkhorn Tavern.11 

Pri~e deployed his troops, whioh totaled about 7,000, with eight bat

teries of light artillery, into a line of battle. Slaek's and Henry Little's 

brigades were sent to the right, while the brigades of Frost, Rains, and 

Colonel James P. Saunders were assigned to the left. These brigades moved 

9o.R., I, VIII. 283. 

lOibid., 198-199. 

11Ibid., 305; see map, Battles and Leaders, · I, 322. 
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forward and took possession of the heights on either side of the road, giv~ 

ing them conunanding positions. Price had· superiority in numbers, and his 

men fought courageously and hard, slowly pushing the stubborn Northern in

fantry back. The brunt of the engagement was borne by Slack's and Little's 

brigades; Slack was mortally wounded while leading his men. Little's bri

gade delivered the final assault of the day; it drove the Union troops be

yond the Elkhorn Tavern and captured two Union cannons. Night ea.me on, and 

Price's men, who had not eaten for thirty-six hours, lay exhausted on their 

arms, but confident that they would complete their success on the morrow.12 

McCulloch, and his troops on the Confederate right, had not fared so 

well, however. MoCulloeh•s divisions were battled to a standstill by fierce 

Federal resistance, and in a last desperate charge McCulloch and McIntosh 

were killed and the able Colonel Hebert captured. The loss of these leaders 

threw the Confederate troops into terrible confusion, then into utter rout. 

Their command had devolved on Albert Pike, who wandered aimlessly over the 

battlefield, searching for such missing items as his infantry, his cavalry, 

and his artillery. Scarcely two-thirds of the right wing were able to re

join Van Dorn and Price during the night.13 

That night Van Dorn took stock of his army and his general situation, 

and found them far from encouraging. Ammunition was about exhausted, and 

fresh supplies could not be procured. The men were famished and the artil

lery horses "beaten out." These faotors, ooupled with the defeat of his 

right wing, caused him. to regard the ooming day with considerable apprehen

sion.14 

The fighting of March 8 vro.s priffl:8,rily an artillery duel, in which the 

120.R •. , I, VIII, 305-306, 308. 

13Franz Sigel, "The Pea Ridge Campaign," Battles and Leaders, I, 324; 
O.R., I, VIII, 287-290. 

140.R., I, VIII, 284. 
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powerful., well-served Union batteries secured the advantage. As Van Dom's 

cannoneers expended their limited ammunition, their fire was reduced grad

ually to a stuttering whisper. The Confederate troops were then exposed 

to a deadly, concentric, and galling cross-fire., and were obliged to give 

way. Van Dorn decided to retreat. Price, who had received painful flesh 

wounds in the a.rm and abdomen, but who would not leave the field, wept as 

he told his men to disengage themselves and withdraw down the Huntsville 

road.ls 'I 

Price and Van Dorn., in their reports, stated that the retreat was 

orderly and deliberate, and made voluntarily.16 Sigel, in his official 

account of the battle, asserted that the Confederates were nrouted and 

fled in terror and confusion in all directions."17 The fact that Van Dorn 

had difficulty in acquiring reports on the battle fr.om many of his subor

dinate officers is a sign that the truth lies in the direction of Sigel's 

contention.18 One Confederate's description of the retreat would indicate 

that, in any event, it very definitely was not pleasant: 

The retreat from the bloody field of Pea Ridge to Van Buren 
was severe, and hunge.r added its terrors to the misery of 
the march. The mountain streams, lJWOllen by incessant rains 
and the sudden melting of the snows, were forded by the rag
~ed soldiers in the bitter, freezing weather, and the oozing 
blood from the still running y~unds of many a poor hero con
gealed in icicles as it fell. 

The Federal triumph at Pea Ridge, or Elkhorn Tavern., as the Confeder

ates usually referred to the battle, was dearly won. Slightly in excess 

of one-tenth of Curtis's army were killed, wounded. captured, or missing. 

15Ibid., 214, 284; Simmons, Price, 86. 
16 O.R., I, VIII, 284, 306. 
l 7Ibid., 215. -18Ibid., 282. 
19 

F4wa.rds, Shelby, 51. 
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On the other side, Van Dorn's total losses were between 800 and 1000 kill

ed and wounded, and 200 to 300 prisoners.20 These figures, of course, ·do 

not reveal the real importance of Pea Ridge. The battle was the·· decisive 

engagement of the Civil War in the West. It meant that Missouri was never 

again in actual danger of falling under Confederate control. Only gueril

las, bushwhackers, and vagrant cavalry raids would henceforth dispute the 

secure hold that the North had acquired on the richest, most populous, and 

most powerful state west of the Mississippi. And whoever controlled Mis

souri, controlled the West. 

The Confederate defeat at Pea Ridge was a case of a sound, even bril

liant and daring, strategical concept ruined in the performance by clumsy 

and erroneous tactical arrangements. Van Dorn had spread his army out too 

far in making his attack on the seventh of :March, and he had taken too long 

in getting his troops into position to make the attack. His original plan 

had been to assail Curtis at daylight, but he did not deliver his attack 

until two in the afternoon, by which time the Union forces were far better 

able to withstand him. He probably should never have sent Price all the 

way to the Telegraph Road, for this move consumed much valuable time; a 

smaller force would have been enough to block the Union escape route. In 

the contest before the Elkhorn Tavern, Price could not manage to overpower 

the weaker forces opposed to hi~, forces that compensated for their infer

iority in numbers by their superiority in artillery. He did push the Union 

line back, ·.and the morale of his men was high and their fighting edge sharp. 

Had McCulloch, McIntosh, and Pike done as well, the battle might have been 

muoh more fortunate for the Confederacy.21 

In an interesting letter, dated March 17, 1862,· to the Adjutant-Gen-

20Ba.ttles ~ Leaders, I, 337. 

2lsee Sigel, "Pea Ridge Campaign," ibid., 334, for a somewhat different 
different analysis of the battle of Pea trra'ge. 
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eral at Richmond, Van Dorn gave what he considered to be some of the main 

reasons for his failure: 

In the recent operation against the enemy on Sugar Creek I 
found the want of military ~owledge and discipline among 
the higher officers to be so great as to countervail their 
gallantry and the fine courage of their troops •••• I 
cannot convey to you a correct idea of the crudeness of the 
material with which I have to deal in organizing an army 
out here. There is an absolute want .or a:n.y degree of sound 
military information, and even an ignorance of the value of 
suoh in£ormation.22 . 

I~ is a pity that Van Dorn was not more specific. The official reports 

are too polite. 

The battle of Pea Ridge temporarily brought a suspension of aotive 

warfare in Arkansas and the West. Curtis was not strong enough to follow 

up his triumph, and besides, was ordered by Halleck not to advance any far

ther into Arkansas. As for Van Dorn and Price, their troops were needed 

elsewhere by the Confederacy. All available units were being gathered to 

reinforce Albert Sidney Johnston's army in Tennessee in its projected at

taok on Grant at Pittsburg Landing. On March 23, Van Dorn was ordered to 

transfer his "Army of the West" to Memphis, Tennessee. Accordingly, Van 

Dorn moved his army to Des Arc on the White River, to await transportation. 

The Governors of Missouri and Arkansas protested earnestly against this 

movement, which was tantamount to abandoning Mi'ssouri all together and leav

ing .Arkansas practically defenseless. The troops from Missouri were of the 

same opinion and were very unwilling to cro.ss to the other side of the Miss

issippi. Van Dorn assured them that they:would be brought back as soon as 

the impending battle on the Tennessee. had been fought, and Price, who him

self strongly disapproved of the transfer, used his influence with his Mis-

220.R., I, VIII, 787. 
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sourians to win their consent.23 

Five thousand of the State Guard were now enrolled under the Coni'ed

erate flag, and on April 8 Price resigned as commander of the Guard and 

became a Major-General of the Army of the Confederate States of America. 

On the same day Little's Confederate brigade :of Missouri infantry embarked 

for Memphis, and Price announced that he and his men would return before 

long and reconquer Missouri.24 

Few of Price's men ever got back to their Jlissouri homes, and none 

of them arrived in Tennessee in time to participate in the battle of 

Shiloh. 

The transfer of Van Dom's forces ••• resulted before the 
middle of May not only in the abandonment of Missouri and 
northern .Arkansas to the enemy, but in the transfer by Hal
leck of more than thrice as many Union troops from the Trans
Mississippi to the Tennessee to meet them there. This policy . 
of depleting the forces west of the Mississippi., persisted in 
by the Confederate authorities, thenceforth down to the fall 
of Vicksburg, was one of the gravest of those blunderg where
by the downfall of the Confederaoywas preoipitated.2 . 

23snead., "War in Missouri," loc. cit • ., I, 277; Snead, "The Conquest 
of Arkansas.," Battles and Leaders-;-l"II~l-443. 

~40.R., I, VIII, 813-814. 

25snead, "Conquest of Arkansas,n loe. cit., III, 443. 



Chapter V: THE BATTLE~ OF RICHMOND AND CORINTH 

A large crowd, waiting on the Memphis levee, greeted Price and his 

troops as they disembarked. A military review was held, and as his sold

iers passed they gave Price not only the military salute, but cheered as 

well. A ball was given for Price and his officers at a Memphis hotel, and 

Prioe was called on to speak. He replied that "The time for speech-mak

ing has passed, and the time for action has arrived," and that he expect

ed "soon to be heard from in the thundering tones of the cannon, the roar 

of musketry, and the clashing of bayonets."l Trite enough remarks. 

While at Memphis he was conducted on a tour about the city, and shown 

the intrenchments that were designed to protect it. To a general who ac

companied his, he commented, "Well, these things may be very fine; I never 

saw anything of the kind but once, and then I took them.u2 Price must have 

been recalling Lexington. Before the year was out, he would have another 

opportunity to take some trenches and forts. 

Price and his division were at Corinth within a week after leaving 

Des Arc, and soon Van Dorn and the remainder of the Army of the West, which 
.. 

all assembled now numbered over 20,000, had joined him. The commander of 

the Confederate forces at Corinth was Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard, 

who had succeeded Albert Sidney Johnston following his tragic death on the 

fatal field of Shiloh. The addition of Van Dorn gave Beauregard an army 

of 53,000 present for duty, but ponderously advancing on him was a huge Fed- . 

eral army of 100.000 under Halleck. with suoh leaders as Grant, Sheridan. 

and Thomas among its general officers~ 

lsimmons. Price, 88-89; Snow, Southern Generals. 433. 

2simmons, Price, 89. 
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On May 25, Beauregard decided to evacuate Corinth. Among other things, 

his army was being rapidly depleted by disease, while Halleck had arrived 

before Corinth and was slowly investing the city and before long would be 

in a position to crush Beauregard ' if he remained to fight hopelessly. The 

Confederates pulled out of Corinth during the night of May 29-30. Supplies 

and the sick were sent out of t he town by railroad. To deceive Halleck and 

his men the Confederates cheered loudly whenever empty railroad oars came 

in, thus creating the .impression that they were receiving reinforcements, 

a.nd so disguising the fact that they were leaving. The trick worked as de

sired, and by daybreak of May 30, all the Confederate forces were gone, with 

the exception of the cavalry. 

Beauregard's army went into camp at Tupelo, Mississippi; Halleck did 

not pursue. It being apparent that for the time being no important campaign

ing was impending, Price secured leave of absence and journied to Richmond, 

with the object of persuading Davis to send him and his Missourians back to 

the Trans-Mississippi. Beauregard, Bragg, and Van Dorn all advised the Pres

ident that this be done. Van Dorn went beyond this and wrote a private let

ter to De.vis, saying th.at as 0 the love of the people of Missouri was so_ 

strong for General Price, and his prestige as a commander so great there, 

wisdom would seem to dictate that he be put at the head of affairs in the 

West." 

Price's trip to Richmond was highlighted on the way by displays of pub

lic popularity. At Richmond he was banqueted and accorded the honor of a 

formal reception by the Virginia General Assembly. A much different greet

ing was received from Jefferson Davis. Davis did not like Price. First 

was his usual bias against officers who had not been trained at West Point, 

a bias confirmed in Price's case, no doubt. by the reports ·of the lax dis

cipline and the relaxed organization existing in the Missourian•s army. 3 

3snead, "With Price East of the Mississippi," Battles ~ Leaders, II, 
717-724. 
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There may have been other reasons, besides, for Davis's coldness to

ward Price. Thomas Reynolds, who succeeded Claiborne Jackson as Confed

erate Governor of Missouri, following the latter's death in 1862, claimed 

that after the Planter House interview neither Jackson nor Price ever had 

the full confidence of Davis. It was said that at the interview Jackson 

and Price had expressed a willingness to drive Confederate troops out of 

Missouri if by so doing they could maintain the .state's neutrality. De.vis 

was unable to understand, but wa.s able to suspect, the motives that lay 

behing this offer, and retained an impaired faith in the sincerity of 

Jackson's and Price's devotion to the Confederacy--aocording to the thor

oughly unreliable Thomas Reynolds.4 

others who tried to explain the unfriendliness of Davis for Price 

looked baek to the Mexican War . Both men had been young Congressmen who 

resigned their seats to lead a regiment in the war. Price's regiment had 

been ordered to Santa Fe, Davis's to nor.thern Mexico and Zachary Taylor's 

army. Davis had objections to this arrangement. Taylor was his ex-father

in-law, and the two were estranged over Davis's eloping with Taylor's daugh

ter and marrying her without Taylor's consent. Davis tried to exchange 

assignments w:Lth Price, but Price refused, a refusal that some thought Davis 

never forgave Price.5 

President Davis, on learning of the purpos.e of Price's mission to Rich

mond, requested Price to submit to him in writing his plans and proposals 

for the Trans-Mississippi. 6 On June 19 Price delivered such a communica

tion to George w. Randolph, the Secretary of War. In it he recommended 

that "the Trans-Mississippi District should be constituted into a separate 

department, under the command of an officer enjoying enough of the confi

dence of the Government to be left untrammeled by specific instructions to 

4Reynolds became Price's most bitter enemy, and was not above slander. 

5simmons, Price, 83-84. 

~Snead. 11Wi th Price," ~· cit., II, 724. 
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the guidance of his own judgment and the ever shifting circumstances of an 

active and aggressive campaign.fl Following this, a "movement should be 

made immediately in the direction of :Missouri," which would compel the 

"withdrawal of General Halleok's army from the extreme south." Price "very 

respectfullytt asked the President to place him in command of the proposed 

Trans-Mississippi Department, because "I am sure that I should be more use

ful to my country there than anywhere else., 11 and to allow him to take with 

him the troops of his Missouri division.7 

It may have been this letter that caused Davis to experience the un

easy sensation that Price in some way was plotting to separate the Trans

Mississippi from the rest of the Confederacy. If we are to believe the 

not-too-dependable John.N. Edwards, Davis accused Price of that intention., 

only to be denied by Price., who in turn was disbelieved by Da.vis. 8 

The more creditable Snead recorded the drama.tic outcome of Price's 

communication to Davis. Snead related that several days after Price sent 

his letter to Davis., he and the President had a personal meeting., at which 

Snead and Randolph were also present. Davis informed Price that he had de

cided not to permit him and his Missourians to re-cross the Mississippi. 

~Well, Mr. President,' said General Price., with the utmost 
respect and courtesy of manner., 'Well., Mr. President., if 
you will not let me serve you., I will nevertheless serve 
my country. You cannot prevent me from doing that. I will 
send you my resignation, and go back to Missouri and r.aise 
another army there without your assistance., and fight again 
under the flag of Missouri, and win new victories for the 
South in spite of the Government.• 

Snead also preserved Davis's reply: 

His Davis's 1 eye flashed with anger as he glanced to the 
general's £lushed face, and his tone was contemptuous as he 
replied with measured slowness: · 'Your resignation will be 
promptly acoepted, General; and if you do go back to Mis
souri and raise another army, and win victories for the South, 
or do it any service at all, no one will be more pleased :than 
myself, or ••• more surprised.• 

7~.R • ., I, XIII, 838-839. 

8Ed.~rds., Shelbl, 107. 
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'Then I will surprise you, sir,• said the general, bringing 
his clenched fist down upon the table with a violence whioh 
set the inkstands and everything upon it a-dancing; and out 
he went, indignant and furious, to return to his hotel a.nd 
forward his resignation. 

The resignation, however, was disregarded, and Davis sent word to 

Price that he would instruct Braxton Bragg, Beauregard's successor as com

mander in the West, to transport the Missouri troops be.ck to the other side 

of the Mississippi as soon as the situation east of the river permitted it. 

Price arrived at Tupelo on July 2. Bragg told him that neither he nor 

his troops oould at that time be spared, but that he would be placed in com

mand of the Army of the West in the absence of Van Dorn, who had gone to 

take charge of the defense of Vicksburg against Farragut's fleet. 

Large shifts and movements of Confederate armies and commands were un

derway during the summer of 1862. On July 18 the territory west of the 

mississippi--Arkansas, western Louisiana, Texas, and the Indian Territory-

was erected, as Price had suggested, into a separate military department. 

The Confederate forces in Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama., and eastern 

Louisiana were left under the command of Bragg .who decided to transfer the 

bulk ~f his troops to Chattanooga and invade Kentucky. He assigned Van . 

Dorn the task of safeguarding Vicksburg and of preserving the Confederacy's 

connn.unication line with the Trans-Mississippi •. Price was placed in charge 

of the mis-named District of Tennessee, where he was to watch Grant in 

northern Mississippi and prevent him from going to the assistanee of Buell 

in Middle Tennessee, against whom Bragg was marching. 

On July 21 Bragg began his movement to Chattanooga. leaving Price and 

Hardee•s Army of the Mississippi, which was to join him later, behind at 

Tupelo. The Army of the West now numbered about 15,000. It was composed 

of two divisions .of infantry led by Brigadier-Generals Little and Dabney H. 

Maury. Its cavalry and artillery were weak. Price worked to improve its 
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equipment, organization, and discipline, and .the Army of the West became 

the most efficient force he ever commanded. Even the strict professional 

soldier Bragg praised the drill of Little's division.9 

Hardee's army began leaving Tupelo July 29 to join Bragg at Chattan

ooga.10 Price made ready to demonstrate in the direction of Corinth in 

order to prevent Grant from helping Buell. But he could not make a serious 

advance against Grant without co-operation from Van Dorn. On July 31 he 

wrote Van Dorn informing him that .he was prepared to take the field, and 

would place himself under Van Dorn 1 s command if he would collaborate with 

him against Grant and drive into Tennessee and on to Kentucky.11 Van Dorn 

was not able to comply. After beating off Farragut, he had dispatched Gen

eral Breckinridge, sometime Presidential candidate, to capture Baton Rouge. 

Breckinridge got bogged down in swamps and other difficulties, and Van Dorn, 

far from aiding Price, asked Price, August 2, for a brigade with which to 

extricate Breckinridge. 

Price had been warned not to become involved with Van Dorn. Hardee, 

as he departed f'rom Tupelo, told Snead to use his influence to prevent 

Price f'rom weakening his force to aid Van Dorn. Hardee said that Bragg 

would ~isapprove of any move to assist Van Dorn, and that Bragg expected 

Price to keep Grant from reinforcing Buell and to have his army intact and 

ready to move northward at short notice. At th~ same time he received Van 

Dorn's request for a brigade, Price was handed a telegram from Bragg stat

ing that Grant had been reinforcing Buell and thus ttthe road was open for 

him into west Tennessee.«12 Price thereon telegraphed Van Dorn that this 

piec~ of intelligence from Bragg made it impossible for him to detach any 

9snead, "With Price," loo. ~·• II, 725-726, 728. 

lOo.R., I, XVII, Pa.rt 2·, 660. 

11
~ •• 665. 

12 Snead, '-With Price, 0 loc. ~·• II, 726-727. 
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of his brigades for the Baton Rouge front. In a letter of August 4 Price 

told Van Dorn that Bragg "says very pointedly that West Tennessee is now 

open to my army, intimating that he expects .. me to enter it," a.nd that he 

did not consider himself at liberty to ignore that intimation. Instead, 

he urged Van Dorn to join him at a.n early date for a campaign against 

Grant.13 

On August 11 Bragg directed Van Dorn to add his army to Price's, to 

take command of the joint forces, and to lead them into Tennessee.14 On 

receiving this, Van Dorn sent word to Price that he would obey Bragg's in

structions, but that it would be two weeks before he could do anything.15 

While waiting £or Van Dorn, Price prepared his army for the coming 

battles. Money was brought from Richmond, and the troops were paid · for 

the first time in months. Improved arms were obtained, enough to supply 

the wants of the soldiers already in the army and also to equip 5,000 ex- . 

changed prisoners whom Bragg had ordered to Price, but who were intercept

ed by Van Dorn, with President Davis's consent.16 The Governor of Miss

issippi was called upon to provide state militia to relieve Confederate 

soldiers for active service with the ma.in army.17 

To harass Grant and to secure information, Price sent his cavalry 

under Brigadier~General Frank c. Armstrong, 1,600 strong, into Tennessee. 

Armstrong, augmenting his force with 1,100 more.men at Holly Springs, Miss

issippi, struck for Bolivar, Tennessee, where he defeated a small Federal 

unit; next he cut the railroad be~Yeen Bolivar and Jackson, Mississippi. 

130.R., I, XVII, Part 2. 663-664. 

14Ibid •• 675-676. 

15Ibid., 675. 

16snead; "With Price," loc. cit., II. 728. 

17Price to John J. Pettus, August 4, 1862, O.R •• I, XVII, Part 2, 
664-665. 
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and then proceeded back to Tupelo, overcoming another Union detachment on 

the wa.y.18 Apparently, prior to Armstrong's raid, a scheme that would · 

have resulted in much more than the harassment of Grant was contemplated. 

On August 6 Snead told a certain Captain George L. Baxter that General 

Price "submits it altogether to your discretion whether you make the at

tempt to capture General Grant or not."19 

On September 2 Bragg telegraphed Price that Buell was in full retreat 

upon Nashville, and that he must prevent the Union army in Mississippi un

der Major-General Williams . Rosecrans, part of Grant's command, from link

ing up w-lth Buell. Failing in that, he was to press Rosecrans closely. 

Price sensed that he could wait for Van Dorn no longer. He informed Van 

Dorn that he was leaving Tupelo in three days, and that he hoped Van Dorn 

would not delay in coming to his support. 20 Van Dorn replied that he 

would be ready to move with his troops, who were at Holly Springs, by Se

cember 12, and instructed Price to follow and overtake Rosecrans if that 

general were trying to effect a junction with Buell. 21 

Price marched toward Iuka, planning to move from there into Tennessee 

if the news that Rosecrans had gone to Nashville was confirmed. On Septem

ber l* he occupied Iuka, the Union garrison retiring without offering re

sistance and abandoning a large quantity of supplies. Price learned as 

soon as he got into Iuka that Rosecrans was at Corinth with a strong force. 

Hence, he decided to give up the idea of invading TeIµlessee, and wired Van 

Dorn that he would turn back and co-operate with him in an assault on Rose

crans at Corinth. For the time being, Price remained at Iuka. 22 

180.R., I, XVII, Fart 1, 120. 

19Ibid., Part 2, 667. 

20Ibid., Part 2, 690. 

21Ibid., Part 1, 120-121. 

22Ibid., Part 2, 705-706; Snead, ''With Price, n loc. ~·, II., ! 730-731. 
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By doing that, Price did exaotlywhat Halleck and Grant wanted him to 

do. On September 17, Halleck, now General-in Chief of all the Union armies, 

telegraphed Grant: "Do everything in your power to prevent Price from cross

ing the Tennessee River. A junoti-on of Price and Bragg in Tennessee or 

Kentucky would be most disastrous. They should be fought while separate."23 

Grant responded, September 19: "I will do all in my power to prevent such 

a catastrophe.u24 Snead, in his account of the Iuka campaign, criticized 

Price for not moving on to Nashville, and implied that Price was too di£fi- .. 

dent to Van Dorn.25 The records reveal, however, that any move by Price 

to Nashville was contingent on Rosecrans having withdrawn to that place; 

and that, as has been noted, was not the case. Price probably b~lieved 

that by threatening Rosecrans he could forestall his joining Buell, and so 

contribute to the success of Bragg and the main Confederate effort.26 

Early on the morning of September 19 Van Dorn requested Price to march 

to Rienzi, where he would meet him. Prioe accordingly issued ord rs for 

the army to be prepared to march at dawn the next day. As preparations 

were underway, Price's outlying pickets were driven in by a Union advance 

in force. 27 

Grant was attempting to fulfill his promise to Halleck to take care 

of Price. Rosecrans, with 9,000 men, was sent to strike Price at Iuka 

from the south, while Major-General E. o. c. Or4, with 8,000 men, was to 

attack from the north. Grant's combination, though, was foiled by the wind. 

Ord was under instructions from Grant not to attack until he heard the sound 

of Rosecrans's guns opening up on Price. A strong wind, blowing from the 

230.R., I, XVII, Part 2, 222. 

24Ibid., Part 2, 228. 

25snead, 11With Price, ~,~· oit., II, 731-732. Snead hated Van Dorn. 

26see Price to Van Dorn, September 2 and 17, 1862, O.R., I, XVII, Part 
2, 690, 706; see also~., Part 1, 121. 

27Ibid., Part 1, 122. 
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north, carried the noise of the firing away from Ord, who waited expectant

ly but motionless through all the day. Rosecrans alone made the attack-.28 

Price had expected that, if he were attacked, it would be from the 

north. Consequently, most of his .troops were so disposed. New arrange

ments had to be made quickly to ward off Rosecrans. Price ordered Little 

to bring up two of his brigades. As the brigades moved forward. they made 

contact with the enemy about a mile from Iuka, and a severe battle began. 

Price himself accompanied the troops, and on discovering that th Union 

force was stronger than he first thought, ordered Little to bring forward 

his other two brigades. A second later a minie-ball crashed through Lit

tle's head and he was deai. 

Although outnumbered, Price's men pushed back the Union troops, who 

were prevented by what Rosecrans called the 11horrid" ground over which they 

were fighting from effectively using their favorite weapon, t~e artillery, 

and from employing all their manpower. By the time darkness put an end to 

the battle, the Confederates had advanced 600 yards, captured nine cannons, 

and taken fifty prisoners. Rosecrans suffered some 800 casualties, while 

Price's. loss was a little over soo. 29 

~hat night Price announced his determination to hold his ground and 

resume the battle on the morrow. His generals, however, dissuaded him 

from this decision, and he reluctantly, but wis~ly, ordered withdrawal to 

Baldwyn. By eight A. M. his army was out of Iuka and proceeding south

ward, after eluding Rosecrans and Ord. 30 Grant felt that the Union army 

had suffered a defeat in that it had not captured or destroyed Price; 

Price should have been thankful that he es~aped. 31 

28uiysses s. Grant, Personal Memoirs of U. !• Grant, I, 412-413. 

290.R., I, XVII., Part 1, 67, 122; Snead, "With Price.," loc. cit • ., II., 
732; Battles~ Leaders, II., 736. · ---- ---

300.R • ., I., XVII., Part 1, 1221 _Snead, "With Price,u loc. cit., II, 733. 
31 O.R • ., I, XVII, Part 1., 68. 
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Corinth, Mississippi, in 1862; wa.s one of the most strategic points 

in the western theater of the war. Bisecting it were two railroads, the 

Mobile and Ohio, running north and south, and the Memphis and Charleston, 

connecting the two cities that gave the line its name. Corinth controlled 

all large scale military movements either way over these railways, and al

so the important river ports of Hamburg, Eastport, and Pittsburg Landing 

on the Tennessee River. The Federal armies in northern Mississippi de

pended on the supplies they received~ Corinth, and Van Dorn and Price 

were correct in assuming that the capture of the town would force these 

armies to retire to Tennessee and leave open the western portion of that 

state to Confederate invasion.32 

An assault on Corinth was not to be undertaken lightly. The town 

was situated mainly on low, flat ground, but surrounded by ridges covered 

with oaks and dense undergrowth. First the Confederates, then the Fed

erals, had fortified its approaches, until there were actually more de

fenses covering the place than Rosecrans could utilize with the 20,000 

men at his command. Two and a .half miles from the center of Corinth, on 

the ridges, were the old Confederate works; a mile closer was another 

serie~ of trenches constructed by Halleck; and innnediately about the town 

was a final line of fortifications built by Rosecrans and centering in a 

number of redoubts, or "batteries," as th~ywer~ called. And even to 

reach within striking distanoe of Corinth was no easy task for an army, 

for it would have to traverse a heavily wooded country of sluggish, steep

banked streams, swampy bottoms, and difficult hills. 33 

On September 28 the forces of Price and Van Dorn, 14,000 and 8,000 

32William s. Rosecrans, "The Battle of Corinth," Battles and Leaders, 
II, 739-740; o.R., I, XVII, Part 1, 452-453. 

33Rosecrans, '1Corinth," 1.2.£• ~., l!, 739-740; see map, Battles and 
Leaders, II, 744. 
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respectively, met at ·Ripley. and Van Dorn assumed command. The army, which 

was re-named hopefully the "Army of West Tennessee.'' was organized into 

three divisions; Maury's and Little's, the latter now under Brigadier-Gen

eral Louis Hebert, of Price's Army of the West; and Major-General Mansfield 

Lovell's division of Van Dom's original contingent. Coimnanding the caval

ry was Colonel William H. Jackson. Van Dorn believed that if he could sur

prise Rosecrans. he would be able to sieze Corinth and then be in a position 

to gather the fruits that such a victory would bring to the Confederate 

cause. "No army." Va.n Dorn was to say, "ever marched to battle with prouder 

steps. more hopeful countenances. or with more courage than marched the 

Army of West Tennessee out of Ripley on the morning of September 29 on its 

way to Corinth.u34 

By October 2 Van Dorn was at Chewalla. ten miles to the northwest of 

Corinth, having feinted in that direction to keep Grant guessing as to where 

he intended to strike. The next day he moved on Corinth, placing his troops 

in line of battle a.s they drew near to the old Confederate intrenchments. 

At 10 A. M. the Union pickets were driven in. and the two armies confronted 

each other in force. A belt of fallen timber and abatis, 400 yards in 

width,. had to be crossed first. The Confederate infantry bravely battled 

its way through .this obstacle and by 1:30, with enthusiastic shouts. they 

carried the whole line of Corinth's outer works, drove the Federals back, 

and captured two pieces of artillery. 35 Rosecrans, however. had not planned 

to hold this line, but merely was trying to develop the Confederate streng

th.36 

The Confederates pushed on and over the second or Halleck line of 

trenches and continued to advance slowly in the face of stiffening Union 

340.R., r. XVII, Part 1. 377-378. 

35Ibid., 378-379, 385-386. 

36Rosecrans. "Corinth," loc. oit •• II, 745-746. 
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resistance till near-exhaustion and the descent of night forced them to 

stop . They were within 600 yards of Corinth. Van Dorn., in his report on 

the battle of· Corinth., bewailed this need to halt for the night, and stated 

that if he had had one more hour of daylight., he would have defeated Rose

crans and captured Corinth. 37 Rosecrans, on the other hand., later assert

ed that had he been given one more hour of daylight., he certainly would 

have outflanked Van Dorn and rolled up his army. 38 

During the night Van Dorn re-grouped his forces and made preparations 

to storm the Union defenses . Hebert on the left was placed due north of Cor

inth, Maury in the center northeast of the town., and Lovell on the right and 

to the west. Hebert was to start the attack, and Maury and Lovell were to 

follow. The main assault was to be delivered down the two railroad tracks 

entering Corinth from the north and west--exactly where Rosecrans desired it 

to come. 

At 9:30 in the morning., October 4, the Confederate infantry., steeled 

for a determined effort, formed into columns of assault and rushed forward . 

To an observer inside Corinth, it seemed as if a ttprodigious mass., with 

· gleaming bayonets, suddenly loomed out., dark and threatening • • • • " Ad

vancing down the railroad tracks, the Confederates., "with their faces avert

ed lilce men striving to protect themselves against a driving storm of hail," 

charged on and on, undeterred by the Union bullets and shells, and seeming

ly unmindful of their heavy losses . A portion of Maury's division penetrat-

ed even into the very streets of Corinth, reached the Tishomingo Hotel and 

the house used by Rosecrans as his headquarters., and then under a terrific 

deluge of Union fire, 0mel ted like snow in thaw. " 

Another body of Confederates, the Texas brigade of Maury's division, 

led by Colonel William p. Rogers, made their way aoross the railroad tracks, 

and after three separate attempts, swept the parapet of Battery Robinett 

370.R. , I, XVII, Fa.rt 1, 379. 

38Roseorans, "Corinth," .!22.. ~·, II, 748. 
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clear of its defenders. Rogers, his horse shot out from under him, held 

up the Confederate £lag in triumph, and then was slain. His followers 

were pinned down by a withering fire from Union reserves, and were unable 

to advance or retreat. Waving handkerchiefs on sticks and bayonets, they 

cried "For God's sake, stopl" Those who did not surrender or manage, some

how, to escape, were bayonetted. 

On the left and right the two other Confede·rate divisions also attack

ed bravely, but not with the magnificent and bloody gallantry of Maury's 

men. The Union lines held firm against them everywhere, and were not so 

badly shaken as in the center. After several more hours the fighting sub

sided, then ceased, and the Confederates fell back out of the range of the 

smoking guns of Corinth.39 

Van Dorn's attempt to storm the fortifications of Corinth was a disas

trous, sickening failure. The greatest loss was suffered by Maury's splendid 

division, which had 2,598 killed, wounded, and missing out of its original 

3,900.40 The other two division contributed 2,000 more to the total casual

ties of Van Dorn's army. Rosecrans lost 2,520 men. 41 Ghastly evidence of 

the severity of the fighting on October 4 at Corinth was preserved for all 

time by a photographer the following day. Two of his photographs show the 

Confederate dead lying before Battery Robinett, among them the partially 

undressed corpse of Colonel Rogers . Battery Robinett appears to have had 

a thick dirt rampart, perhaps six feet high. The ground in front of it was 

level and practically bare, and provided no cover for an attaoker.42 Little 

390.R., I, XVII, Part 1, 379-380,. 386-387, 396; Rosecrans , 11Corinth," 
loo. cit., II, 748-752; Horace Greeley, The .American Conflict, II, 228. 
'Tli'fs last named work contains an eyewitness account of the Confederate 
charge by a newspaper correspondent. 

400.R., I, XVII, Part 1, 397. 

41Battles and Leaders, II, 760. 

42Franois T. Miller, ed., ~ Photographic History~ ,2 Civil War, 
II, 141, 145. 
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wonder, then, that it was rumored that Van Dorn was drunk during the fight

ing about Corinth.43 

Van Dorn and his bleeding, demoralized army began retreating from Cor

inth in the afternoon, and encamped for the night only six miles away.44 

Rosecrans did not pursue until the fifth, giving as his reason the extreme 

weariness of his troops. Grant never forgave Rosecrans for not pursuing 

Van Dorn as soon as the latter began retreating. Grant was convinced that 

i£ he had done so, he would have completely destroyed Van Dom's army. 45 In 

any event, Grant was now free to assume the offensive and begin his first 

campaign to capture Vicksburg. Van Dorn and Price were no longer a serious 

obsta.cle.46 

By October 7 Van Dorn and Price reached Holly Springs, where they halt

ed to pen their reports and explanations, and to recuperate their forces. 

Later, a Union advance forced a withdrawal to Abbeville. where in November 

a court of inquiry was convened to investigate charges made against Van Dorn's 

personal and military conduct in the Corinth campaign by Brigadier-G~neral 

John s. Bowen • . Price was appointed president of the court. and testified in 

Van Dorn's behalf. The court cleared Van Dorn on all oounts.47 

T.he action of the court, however, did not save Van Dorn from widespread 

censure by the people of the South.48 He was relegated to a subordinate posi

tion in Mississippi under Lieutenant-General John c. Pemberton. Price's Army 

43Price to Van Dorn, October 13, 1862, O.R., I, LII, Part 2, 376. The 
rumor vm.s false. 

440.R., I, XVII, Pa.rt 1, 387. 

45Rosecrans, "Corinth,n loc. oit., II, 753; Grant, Memoirs, I, 418. 

46John Fiske, The Mississippi Valley~ the Civil War, 155. 

47see O.R., I, XVII, Part 1, 414-459. 

48Pollard, Lost Cause, 337. 
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of the West was reduQed to a corps in Van Dorn•s Army of West Tennessee, 

its separate identity at an end.49 

490.R., I, XVII, Part 2, 728-729. 



. Chapter VI: TRANS-MISSISSIPPI 

According to Lucy Simmons's biography of Sterling Price, it was 

whispered a.round in Richmond, in January of 1863, that Davis 
was to be displaced and Price proclaimed President or General
issimo. Price denied any knowledge of this scheme except as 
he chanced to read of it in the newspapers, and he always ex
pressed surprise and com.demnat_ion of it. · Two members from Miss
ouri to the Southern Confederacy lehe Confederate Congresj/, 
Senators Clarke /Jic7 and Cooke, talked it indiscreetly and to 
no purpose in the streets of Richmond. At the same time the 
Argus and Crisis, a journal published at Jacksonville, Mississ
ippi, regarded as an "organ" of Price, was openly hostile

1
to 

Davis; against all of which Price was protesting in vain. 

If Price did nscheme" to overthrow Davis and become a "Generalissimo," 

it would be a sympton of lunacy, not Maohiavellianism. The closest appro

oh to lunacy that this author has been able to discover on Pricets part 

was a letter written for him by the apparently sane Snead to Senator John 

B. Clark in Richmond, January 14, 1863. After introducing a Mrs. Clark, 

"the wife of Judge Clark, of Ohio," a "lady of the purest character, and 

as you will readily perceive of rare intellect and virtue, 11 Snead went on 

to say: 

General Price commends her as such to the courtesy and to the 
unreserved confidence of yourself and your colleagues from 
Missouri. Mrs. Clark will fully explain the nature of her 
mission to you and to them. It has for its object the termin
ation of the war by the incorporation into the Confederacy of 
those Northwestern States which are divided by the Mississippi 
and the Ohio. It is believed that this very desirable result 
might be attained by just, wise, and prompt action at this 
particular juncture of affairs on the part of our Government. 
The general directs me to say that this is, in his opinion, 
the only basis upon which it can be hoped to re-establish an 
honorable and lasting peace within any reasonable time, and 
that it, moreover, presents those considerations which are 
most favorable to the future peace and prosperity of Missouri 
•••• It may be proper to add that .Mrs. Clark visits the 
President with the sanction of the highest military and civil 
authorities here [!ackson, Mississipp~. The general intended 
to have written himself.••• 

1simmons, Price, 91. 

2o.R., I, LII, Part 2, 408. 
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This can hardly be made to conform to any plot by Price for a coup 

d'etat against the Confederate government. If anything, it would show 

that his devotion to the Confederacy had outrun itself to the point where 

it was entertaining fantastic hopes. It might be conjectured that Snead's 

letter meant the opposite of what it said .literally, and that instead of 

trying to add the Union Northwest to the Confederacy, the plan was to de

tach the Confederate Southwest and set it up as an independent nation, or 

negotiate a separate peace with the United States government, and that the 

oonoluding statements of the quotation above intended to convey the infor

mation that urt is best to add that the President should not know of Mrs. 

Clark's mission to Richmond. She has not been able to win over any of the 

highest military and civil authorities in Jackson. Price is taking care 

not to write himself." Such elaborate duplicity would have been necessary 

only if the Confederate government had possessed a secret service, censor

ship, or a ttblack chamber," none or little of which is known to have exist

ed. 

Simmons further wrote that Davis's supposed suspicions of Price were 

increased by Price's son, Edwin w. Price, quitting the Confederate cause 

and 8.r:?lY and returning to his home in Missouri. 3 If all this be true, then 

why did Price recommended his son to the Secretary of War as a person to 

be trusted with the task of recruiting troops i~ Missouri for Confederate 

service?4 

It is extremely doubtful if Price ever seriously thought of supplant

ing Davis or aiding in the establishment of an autonomous Trans-Mississippi. 

Taken together, these ambitions were mutually contradictory, and taken se

parately, they were scarcely reasonable. 

3simmons, Price, 93-94. 

4Priee to George w. Randolph. August 23, 1862, O.R., I, LIII, 824. 



One thing about which there can be no doubt was the growing dissatis

faction of Price and his fellow Mi ssourians over being detained for such 

an. unexpectedly long time east of the Mississippi. They felt that the Con

federate government had betrayed its promise to to send them back to the 

Trans-Mississippi as soon as they were no longer pressingly needed east of 

the river, and that they had been sacrificed fighting to protect the homes 

and lands of other people while their own homes and lands were overrun by 

Northern armies. From Abbeville, Mississippi, Price wrote the War Depart

ment, November 15, 1862, describing the state of feeling among his men, re

minding the department of its promise the spring before, and requesting 

that he and the few thousand Missourians still surviving be granted immed

iate permission to re-cross the Mississippi. The War Department responded 

by instructing Pemberton to authorize the transfer as soon as he thought 

it o.ould be arranged without endangering the safety of his department. 5 

Still nothing was done. The discontent of the Missouri troops in

creased to the extent that the men of Brigadier-General Martin E. Green's 

brigade of Price's corps threatened to return en masse to their homes west 

of the river. Price had to issue a proclamation to prevent them from de

serting. In the proclamation he admitted that they had "much seeming cause 

to be discontented," but pleaded with them to be patient, as 11every effort" 

was being made to realize their wishes. 6 

It was not until February 27, 1863, following some serious defeats of 

Confederate arms in Arkansas, that Price finally was allowed to return to 

the Trans-Mississippi. He was ordered to report for duty to Li·eutenant

General Edmund Kirby Smith, the recently enstalled commander of the Trans

Mississippi Department. He was permitted to take with him only a small 

5o.R., I. XVII, Part 2. 759-761 

6Ibid •• 794-796. 
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bodyguard of cavalry •. The other Missouri troops were to follow when they 

could be replaoed by a oomparable number from the Trans-Mississippi. or · 

could be spared from Mississippi. 7 

Price reached Little Rock. Arkansas. on March 25. On April 1. he 

took command of a division of 7,000 men in the army of Lieutenant-General 

Theophilus H. Holmes. commander of the District of Arkansas. Confederate 

fortunes in .Arkansas were at low ebb. Severe reverses had been suffered 

at the battle of Prairie Grove, December 7, and in the loss of .Arkansas 

Post, January 11. The people of the state were either panic-stricken or 

badly shaken in their loyalty to the Confederacy; man men were joining the 

Union army or turning robber or guerilla. Holmes's army numbered only 12, 

500 men, and these men were low in morale, poorly armed, afflicted with an 

epidemic of small-pox, and were in imminent peril of actual starvation. De

sertions were running high. and to keep the ranks filled, it was necessary 

to pardon deserters if they would rejoin voluntarily. 8 

Holmes, prior to the appointment of Kirby Smith, had connnanded the 

Trans-Mississippi Department, and in that capacity had lost the confidence 

of the troops and the respect of the people throughout the department and 

especi~lly in Arkansas. Holmes was a friend of Jefferson Davis, and after 

very undistinguished service in Virginia and North Carolina, had been "kick

ed upstairs'' to the command of the Trans-Mississ;ippi. 9 According to Edwards, 

he showed himself to be "weak, vacillating, and totally devoid of energy," 

while "his entire administration revolved around the axis of a simple love 

for some wealthy .Arkansas widow."10 Holmes was one of those men who realize 

7Ibid, XXII, Pa.rt 2, 791. 

8Ibid., 796-797, 802, 810-812. 

9DAB, IX, 176. 

lOEdwards, Shelby, 107. 
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their incompetency, but are unable to do anything about it. The letter he 

sent President Davis the day before he wa.s relieved as commander of the · 

Trans-Mississippi was pathetic: "I thank. you, my dear sir, for sending Gen

eral Smith to Louisiana and Texas.. I was unable to do much there. 1111 

The Trans-Mississippi was the junkyard of the Confederacy. Nowhere 

else were there so many officers of so little ability in such large numbers. 

The military flotsam and jetsam of the South were collected there, men suoh 

as Gustavus w. Smith and John Bankhead Magruder, who, like Holmes, had been . 

wanting in the East and sent where they could do the least harm. Kirby 

Smith, who was in charge of the department till the end of the war, was a 

fairly able administrator, but was so involved in his administrative duties 

that he had little time for anything else. The best general in the depart

ment was Richard Taylor in Louisiana. The son of Zachary Taylor, he served 

brilliantly under Stonewall Jackson in the Valley Campaign, and might have 

been the man to replace Jackson had he remained in Virginia. 

f L Psychologically and territorially the Trans-Mississippi was far remov

ed :from the main scene of the conflict between North and South. The war 

seemed remote and unimportant to many of the people and even soldiers of 

the area. Cotton was always a more fascinating interest; certainly it was 

a much more profitable one. Vlhile Lee's army marched toward Gettysburg, 

and while Grant moved on Vicksburg, a large oot~on speculation combine oper

ated in Texas, a combine in which army disbursing officers were involved.12 )' 

V / l In the summer of 1863 the role assigned the Trans-Mississippi in the 

over-all strategy of the war was, as usual, a secondary one.) It was to 

help in the defense of Vicksburg by creating diversions elsewhere that would 

11 . 
Holmes to Davis, March 6, 1863, O.R., I, XXII, Part 2, 797. 

120.R., I, XXII, Part 2, 883-884. 
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take some of the pressure off of Pemberton. So far all the efforts of the 

department in this direction had been futile. As Vioksbu~g was more close

ly besieged and endangered, Richmond grew increasingly urgent and insistent 

in its appeals to Kirby Smith to do something for its relief.13 

At last, on June 16, at the suggestion of the War Department, Smith 

ordered Holmes to attack and capture Helena, Arkansas., on the Mississippi 

River.14 Holmes was sure that he could take Helena and possibly raise the 

siege of Vicksburg or keep the Mississippi closed to Northern navigation.15 

Helena, though, was strongly fortified and garrisoned by 4,0oo ·men, and it 

could not have been held much over twenty-four hours in the face ·of the 

powerful Union gunboat fleets on the river. The Confederates definitely 

were unwise in trying to take the town.16 

Holmes assembled an army of 8,000 men, most of the effectives in his 

district. It consisted of Price's infantry division, _Brigadier-General :Manna.

duke's cavalry, and the commands of Brigadier-Generals James Fagan and L. M. 

Walker. All these units formed a junction at Clarendon and commenced, June 

22, the march to Helena.. The march was horrible. It rained day after day, 

and the infantry were in water to their waists on the flooded roads, and 

the ~~ons had to be dragged, pushed, and almost carried by the men. The 

army had .no pontoons, and rafts had to be constructed to cross stre8JI1s that 

had become rivers and rivers that had become lakes. The region was "one 

vast lagoon. nl 7 

Holmes's army was dampened in body and in spirit when it arrived in 

13snead., "Conquest of Arkansas," ~· ·cit • ., III, 441-454. 

140.R., I, XXII, Part 1, 407 • 

15Ibid., 409. 

l6snead, "Conquest of Arkansas," loc. cit., III, 456; Battles a.nd 
Leaders, III, 460. 

170.R., I, XX:II., Part 1., 409; Pollard, Lost Cause, 397; Edwards, 
Shelby, 164. 
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the vicinity of Helena on July 3. Holmes found the Union fortifications 

protecting Helena more formidable than he had expected. They could be ap

proached only by a succession of steep hills over which it was impossible 

to move artillery and difficult to .maneuver infantry or cavalry. The 

heights innnediately surrounding Helena were occupied by strong redoubts 

connected by riflepi ts. Beyond these was Fort Curtis., mounting heavy siege 

guns • .And back of this., stationed on the river., was a gunboat.18 

Price opposed an assault. He wanted to besiege Helena and starve its 

garrison into submission. How this was to be done with the Union forces 

controlling the river and able to supply .themselves at will., was not explain

ed. Perhaps the Confederate infantry and cavalry had become amphibious dur

ing their recent march. Holmes, however., was not to be denied his chance 

at glory. "General Price., n said he., "I intend to attack Helena immediately., 

and capture the place., if possible. This is my fight. If I succeed., I want 

the glory; and if I fail., I aniwilling to bear the odium. At twelve o'clock., 

tonight, we move towards Helena. nl9 

Holmes drew up his plan of attack: Price and Fagan from the west side 

of Helena, and Marmaduke., with Walker in reserve, from the north side of 

the town, were to launch co-ordinated dawn assaults., storm the Union bastions., 
, . 

and drive the · garrison into the river. The fort that Price's men were to 

capture lay upon an elevation that had the promi.sing name of Graveyard Hill. 
20 

In the words of Horace Greeley, the only rational hope that .Ho~mes had for 

success was that the Union commander in_ Helena., Major-General B. M. Prentiss, 

would be "a coward, a traitor, or an idiot."21 Prentiss was none of these. 

180.R • ., I., XX.II, Part 1., 409; Snead, nconquest of Arkansas," loo. cit • ., 
III., 456. 

19Pollard., ~ Cause, 397. 

200.R., I., XX.II, Part 1, 409. 

21Greeley., American Conflict., II, 320. 
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Price promptly moved his division forward at midnight. His route lay 

across steep hills and deep ravines, and the artillery had to be left b·e

hind. When within one-and-one-half miles of Graveyard Hill, Price halted 

his connnand, fearing it would arrive on the ground too early. Then, at 

daybreak, Price, accompanied by Holmes, reconnnenced the advance. and when 

within range of his objective formed his troops into two columns of assault: 

the first, Parson's brigade, and the second, Brfgadier-General Dandridge 

MoRae's brigade. When within 300 yards of the Union line, Price rested his . 

men in preparation for the final thrust. 

During this halt Holmes rode up to Price and asked him why he had not 

yet attacked. Fagan was already in action. and his brigade was suffering 

heavily from enfilade fire from Graveyard Hill. Price gave as his excuse 

the unpreventable delay and the exhausting toil experienced by his men in 

getting i nto position. After some difficulty in combining the movements 

of McRa~ and Parsons, Price's men made their attack. Both brigades charged 

with bayonets and in perfect order. The heavy fire they received failed to 

stop them or even slow them, and they carried Graveyard Hill and planted 

the Confederate flag on its summit. 

T~e guns inside the fort had been rendered useless by the garrison be

fore it retreate·d, so Price ordered up his artillery, but it could not be 

obtained in time to be of any use. Soon Price's troops were under a terrific 

bombardment from Fort Curtis, the gunboat, and the other sections of the 

Union line, and many of them were falling dead or wounded. The large-calibre 

cannons of the gunboat were particularly destructive, and all attempts by 

Price to advance into the town were repulsed bloodily. His men were being 

mowed down by the Union artillery, and he could make no effective reply. In 

the meantime the attack by Marmaduke and Walker on the north had proven ut

terly futile, while Fagan's troops had bogged down after carrying some out

lying works of the Federal line and badly r~quired assistance. Price tried 
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to fight his way over to Fagan•s position, both to aid Fagan and escape 

his own predicament, but the Union fire prevented him. 

Finally, there was nothing left to do except to order a retreat. 

Price's men were disheartened an4 worn-out, and large numbers of them were 

surrendering. To stay on Graveyard Hill was suicide, and on receiving 

word from Holmes to withdraw Price relinquished the fort his men had so 

splendidly won and fell back with the rest of Holmes•s beaten army to a 

place four miles from Helena. There the army rested for the night, and 

then the next day, July 5, began retracing its steps toward Little Rook. 22 

On the same day that Holmes was defeated at Helena, Lee was retreat

ing from Gettysburg and Vicksburg fell to Grant. The debacle at Helena 

was thus overshadowed by these greater disasters and is of course less 

well-lmown, as it was less far-reaching and important in its results. But 

it was bad enough. The Confederates lost 1,636 men in their attack on 

Helena without serving any purpose whatsoever beyond inflicting slightly 

over 200 casualties on an enemy protected by trenches and ramparts.23 In 

his report on Helena, Holmes said: "I write this ••• with a deep pain."24 

Holmes retreated to the White River, where, at Des Arc on July 23, 

he turned over command of the District of Arkansas to Price; he was very 

ill. 25 

220.R., I, XXII, Fart 1, 410-411, 413-415, 417-418, 421-422; Pollard, 
Lost Cause, 397-398. 

23snead, "Conquest of Arkansas," loo. cit., III, 456. 

240.R., I, XXII, Part 1, 411. 

25Ibid., Part 2, 942. 



Chapter VII: ARKANSAS 

The army that Holmes turned over to Price was battered and dispirited 

by its reverse at Helena. The cavalry brigade of Colonel Joseph Shelby, 

which, if' we are to believe its historian, was the elite unite of' the en

tire Confederate army, was in a state of high demoralization, with its 

commander despairing of ever being able to lead it again.1 On the same 

day that he replaced Holmes, Price wrote Kirby Smith that a Union army re

ported to be 60,000 strong was gathering to invade .Arkansas from three 

directions. Price urged Smith to concentrate the scattered Confederate 

forces in the state on the Arkansas River and try to hold that line. 2 But ·. 

11Smith was then too busy organi~ing a sort of independent Trans-Mississippi 

Confederacy to have time for anything ··else. tt3 

On July 27 Price again connnunica.ted with Smith, stating that he would 

do all he could to defend Little Rook because it was the state capital and 

the key to the valley of the Arkansas, but that he did not believe it would 

be possible to hold the city with the forces available to him: "four weak 

brigades of infantry and 3,000 or 4,000 cavalry, miserably supplied with 

artillery and disheartened by repeated defea.ts. 04 At the same time Price 

began constructing a line of rifle-pits on the north side of the Arkansas 

River, about two and a half miles from Little Rock.5 

On August 5 a Union army of 6,000 men and thirty-nine guns, under 

Major-General Frederick Steele, left Helena and marched to the White River, 

1Shelby to :Marmaduke, July 13, 1863, O.R., I, XXII, Part 2, 923-924. 

2Ibid., 941-942. 

3snead, "Conquest of Arkansas," loo.~·• III, 456. 

4o.R., I, LIII, 884. 
5Ibid., XXII, Pa.rt l, 520. 
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where it was joined by 6,000 cavalry under Brigadier-General J. w. David

son. It then proceeded toward Little Rook, augmented by several thousand 

men on the way. By the morning of September 10, Steele was only eight 

miles from Little Rook. 

Price, in the meantime, kept in touch with Steele's movements through 

his cavalry, whioh tried to delay the Union advance as much as possible • 

.Altogether, Price had "present for dutyn 7,749 men of all arms for the de

fense of Little Rock. Most of these, 6,500, were stationed in the trenches 

north of the Arkansas; the rest, Walker 's cavalry division, were posted by 

Price, on August 31, south of the river. Already most of the public stores 

had been removed from the capital and shipp.ed south to .Arkadelphia. Price 

stated th.at his men were now ''in excellent condition, full of enthusiasm, 

and eager to meet the enem.y ••• ," but that only if Steele made a frontal 

attack on his intrenchments could he successfully resist him. Price had 

little hope that Steele would do this, for the Arkansas was fordable in 

many places and Steele could outflank: him with ease and endanger his line 

of oollDilU?lioations south.6 

In a desperate effort to get more men Price issued, September 4, a 

prool~tion to the men of Pulask~ county, in which Little Rook was located, 

cajoling and threatening them to rally to the defense of their capital. A 

gloomy, melodramatic picture of what would be th.e fate 0£ the oi tizens and 

or their wives and daughters and mothers should they be conquered by Steele's· 

army, ttoomprised largely of your own slaves.,u was painted by the proclama

tion, which concluded: 

457. 

The commandant of this post will be directed to arrest every able
bodied man tomorrow who may be absent from his post, whether he 
be officer, man, or citizen, and whether he belongs to commands 

6Il21.d., 474-476, 520-522; Snead, "Conquest of Arkansas., 14 loo. oit., III, 
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elsewhere or not. 7a.nd to place him wherever his services may 
be most required. 

As if not beset with enough worries, Price was informed at midnight 

on September 5 that a duel was impending between Generals Walker and Mar

maduke. Price ordered both men to stay in their quarters £or the next 

twenty-four hours. The order did not reach Walker, and Marmaduke disre

garded it. The duel took place the next morning, and Walker was mortally 

wounded. Price immediately placed Marmaduke and the seconds under arrest. 

The inconvenience and danger or a complete change in the eonnnand of the 

cavalry w·hile in the presence of the enemy and with an engagement imminent, 

coupled with the pleas of Marmaduke's of'ficers, caused Price to suspend 

the arrests and return Marmaduke to his command during the pending opera

tions.8 

Steele did what Price had forseen and feared, and during the morning 

of September 10 crossed Davidson's cavalry to the south side .of the Arkans

as, outflanking Price's line of defense. Walker 's cavalry, now under Col

onel .Archibald s. Dobbin, attempted, without success, to forestall David

son's advance. Price then ordered the army to evacuate Little Rook, and, 

to cover the movement, sent Marmaduke to hold Davidson in eheck. This 

Marmaduke did, although pobbin, embittered over the death of Walker, re

fused to obey Marmaduke 's orders and had to be placed under arrest. 9 

By 5 o'clock in the afternoon Price's army.had pulled out of Little 

Rock. Behind them the burning Confederate gunboat Missouri sent billows 

of smoke into the air. As General Holmes, who still accompanied the army, 

rode from the city, he remarked to Marmaduke, nsteele will make no effort 

7o.R., I, XXII, Part 2, 991-992. 

8Ibid., Part l, 525-526. 

9~., 522, 526. 
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to pursue; it is not the wish of his government to disturb us now; we are 

~ army of prisoners ~ self-supporting at that. nlO For once Holmes was 

right; Price retreated unpursued and undisturbed to Arka.delphia..11 

From there, on September 22. Shelby was let loose on a raid behind 

the Federal lines and into Missouri. A Missourian, in his early thirties, 

Shelby was noted for his dash, vigor, and resourcefulness. According to 

Edwards, a member of his staff who was the author of his officia 1 reports, 

and who later wrote the remarkable book already cited so frequently, "Shel

by had a magic power over the hearts and the affections of his ·soldiers 

which was as 
1
powerful as it was mysterio~s. ul2 Despite the adolescent-ro

mantic. yet colorful and exciting, tales told of him by Edwards, it appears 

that Shelby was a first-rate cavalry leader. Snead referred to him as '"'one 

of the very best offi'cers I have ever known.ul3 

Shelby took 600 men and two cannons with him on the raid. He swung 

deep into :Missouri, reached Boonville, and returned ~o Arkansas early in 

November. He reported that he had killed 600 Union soldiers, captured and 

paroled 500 more, destroyed or carried off great amounts of equipment, and 

added 800 recruits, all at the cost of only 125 casualties and the loss of 

his two cannons.14 A less flattering account of the raid was given by a .. 
Colonel c. Franklin in a letter to Jefferson Davis. He wrote that Shelby 

boasted that he "gutted Boonville," that the She~by and Marmaduke raids in 

Missouri had made the Confederate uniform more feared and disliked than the 

Northern, and that in the raid Shelby actually did not add a single man 

lOEdwards, Shelby, 86, 248. 

11snead, "Conquest of Arkansas," loo. cit •• III. 457. 

12Faa:we.rds, Shelby, 391-392. 

13snead, "Conquest of Arkansas,« loo. cit., III, 446-447. 

140.R., I, XXII, Part 1, 670-679. 
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from Missouri to the army. Franklin also spoke of whisky and drinking in 

"high plaoes. 1115 

On September 25 Holmes resumed command of' the army and Price returned 

to his old division.16 On· October .7 Smith ordered Holmes to fall back from 

Arkadelphia to Grunden, where he could either safely retreat to Shreveport 

or co-operate with the Confederate forces on the Red River.17 At Camden 

the army went into winter quarters. Nothing of' significance occurred; the 

whole Trans-Mississippi was quiet and undisturbed, the soldiers idle in 

their camps and the people absorbed in cotton-trading. Smith wisely ignor

ed suggestions from Price that he gather all the troops in the department 

and move northvrard into Missouri to create a diversion in favor of' Lee and 

Johnston.18 

Edwards described the winter of 1863-1864 as follows: "The long winter 

months, broken by alternate snows, freezes, and thaws, were spent in hard 

drilling when the weather permitted, and upon the most meager and damnable 

rations imagineable." Edwards also tells of' a great sham battle put on by 

Holmes £or the entertainment of' the ladies of Cainden, and of' "a dozen or 

two bottles of' brandy for "Old Pap.," as Price was called by the soldiers.19 

Price and Holmes were not on good terms; Price complained to R. w. 
Johnson that Holmes circulated slanders about him. 20 Informed of' this ill

feeling, Kirby Smith wrote to Colonel Johnson, ",:he misunderstanding between 

Price and Holmes is greater than I imagined., nor do I believe they can serve 

long together.n21 In a subsequent letter to Johnson, Smith referred to the 

15Franklin to Davis, November 6., 1863, ibid., Part 2, 1058-1060. 

160.R., I, XXII, Part 2., 1027. 

17Ibid., 1034-1035. 

18snead, "Conquest of' Arkansa.s, 0 loo.~·• III, 458-459. 

19Edvrards, Shelby, 248-249. 

20Prioe to R. w. Johnson., September 27, 1863, O. R., I., LIII., 897-898. 
21Kirby Smith to Johnson, October 2, 1863, ~·• XXII, Part 2, 1029. 
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quarrel again, and passed an interesting judgment on Price's military capa- · 

city: 

I agree with you that General Holmes' military ability is of a 
higher order than General Price's; the latter has more the con
fidence and love of the troops. It is unfortunate that their dif
ferences could not have been reconciled. They are, however, be
Y?nd the healing power of any physician but separation, and they 
will not act together with that harmony which is essential to 
suocess.22 

Price and Holmes were not disassociated until March 11, 1864, when Hol

mes was relieved of the command of the District of Arkansas and ordered to 

report to the War Department. 23 Price once more became command.er in Arkans-

as on March 16. 24 This change was not looked upon by Smith as permanent. 

He did not believe Price was equal to the co:rmnand, and thought it was un

fortunate that he succeeded to it. vTh.a.t Smith wanted in Arkansas was a 

younger man, with "boldness, energy., and aoti vi ty, with prudence • • • , " 

but such a man, apparently., was not a.vailable. 25 Holmes's participation in 

the war was at an end, and after the war he became ua splendid example of 

an unpretentious North Carolina patriot and gentleman. 1126 

Preserved in the Official Records are several inspector-general's re

ports that present an enlightening picture of the army and troops commanded 

by Hol~es and Price in Arkansas during this period. One report is that of 

Inspector-General J.P. Johnson., writing to the Confederate War Department, 

November 6., 1863. He had this to say of Holmes'e army: 

The morale of the army has greatly improved in the last 
month., and the ranks are again filling up slowly. The retreat 
from the valley of the Arkansas was very demoralizing to the 
army., and a great many desertions occured; this has all stopped 
now. The soldiers are well fed, and the clothing generally 
good. The commander, together with the officers under him., 
are doing everything that can be done to supply the wants of 

22Kirby Smith to Johnson, October 8, 1863., ibid., 1036. 

230.R • ., I, XXXIV, Part 2, 1034. 

24Ibid., 1041, 1047. 

25Smith to Johnson, January 15., 1864, ~., 810. 

26DAB., IX., 176. 
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the men, and I run happy to say they are zealous and sober 
and efficient, and ready at all times promptly to correct 
errors or abuses as tar as they are detected and brought 
to their notice. The disbursing officers, as far as my 
labors have been extended, are capable. honest, economical, 
and sober ••• ~ The great wants of the district are men, 
arms, and money. 7 · 

A rapid improvement must have taken place, for Johnson's report is . 

somewhat at variance with the findings of another inspector-general, w. C. 

Schaunburg, ?lho only a week before Johnson made his report described Price•s 

division in these none-too-favorable terms: 

Major-General Price's division, as a body, are not 
such soldiers as they should be. 'When the advantages they 
have had are considered. Ta.ken in comparison with the 
other troops of the district, they are the .best I have 
inspected, but are not what they might be. Their drill 
is good; Parsons' and Fagan's brigades very good ••• 
great number of desertions •• .- have occurred and are 
daily taking place, particularly in the case of Faga.n's 
and McRae's brigades •••• With few exceptions, there 
is too little pride and effort at soldiery bearing among 
the officers, and too much familiarity between them and 
the men •••• The general officers of the command are 
zealous and competent, but are in a measure paralyzed in 
their endeavors by a lack of hearty co-operation from their 
subordinate officers •••• A lethargy

2
@eems to have fal

len on the troops of the command •••• 

Both J.P. Johnson and Schaunburg agreed that Price's division was the 

best in the district and one or the better ones in the entire department·. 

So it is worthy of note that on February 9, 1864, it was necessary to post 

cavalry patrols around the division in order to prevent the "plundering and 

marauding" that had beoome urrequent of le.te."29 . 

Early in March a strong Union army under Major-General Nathaniel P. 

Banks, supported by a powerful gunboat fleet. began moving up the Red Ri,ver 

270.R., I, XXII, Part 2, 1060. 

28Ibid., 1050. 

29~ •• XXXIV, Part 2, 957. 
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with the intent of capturing Shreveport. Co-operating with Banks was Steele 

in Arkansas, who was al so to advance to Shreveport and there form a junction 

with the forces coming up the Red River. If this strategy were successful, 

it would mean the almost total defeat and collapse of Confederate resistance 

in the Trans-Mississippi. To meet the two-pronged invasion, Kirby Smith 

could not assemble over 25,000 men, while the combined Federal strength was 

estimated by Smith at 50,000, a figure substantially correct. Smith decided 

that his only possibility of conduoting a successful defense was to concen

trate his forces against the one Union column and then the other, and try 

to defeat Banks and Steele separately and in turn.30 

Banks •s army was the most dangerous, and it began moving first. Hence, 

on Uarch 18, Smith ordered Price to dispatch his entire infantry, 5,000 men, 

consisting of Parson's and Brigadier-General Thom.as J. Churchill's divisions, 

to Shreveport, where they could be used to reinforce Major-General Richard 

Taylor's army in Louisiana. This left Price with six to eight thousand cav

alry and infantry. All that he could hope to do was harrass and impede 

Steele until Taylor had disposed of Banks, and Smith could return his infant

ry. 31 

~ March 29 Steele occupied .Arkadelphia. During the course of the next 

two weeks Price• s cavalry was in frequent contact w.i. th Steele's ·Slowly ad

vancing army, and there were skirmishes at Elkin.'s Ferry and Prairie d 'Ana. 

Steele continued to move southward., and on April 15 entered Camden, which 

the Confederates abandoned without a fight. Price retired to Woodlawn, 

where he was in a position to watch all the roads to and from Camden. Bands 

30Ibid • ., Part 1., 484; Richard B. Irwin., "The Red River Campaign," Bat
tles andLeaders, IV, 345-349; Wiley Britton, '1Resume or Military Operations 
Iii'1aSSOuri and Arkansas, 1864-1865, n ibid., 375. 

310.R • ., I, XXXIV, Part 1, 484, 779. 
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of Price's cavalry scoured the countryside, burning and destroying all corn 

and other supplies to prevent their use by Steele's army. Price failed,. 

however, to carry out Smith's instructions to send a brigade of cavalry 

north of Camden to cut Steele's line of coIIm1.UI1ications from Little Rock and 

Pine Blufr.32 

The supply of breadstuffs in Steele's army gave out, so, on April 17, 

he sent a train of 177 wagons , guarded by an escort of infantry and artil

lery, to collect corn. The next day, as the train was returning, an over

whelming force of Confederate cavalry and Indians attacked and captured the 

train at a place called Poison Springs. Two-hundred and forty Federal sold

iers were killed, including a large number of Ne~ro troops. The Confed

erates showed no quarter to the Negroes, and slew both wounded and those 

who tried to surrender. Attempts by their officers to restrain the men 

were unavailing. 33 

By this time Taylor, in a series of brilliantly conducted actions, had 

defeated Banks and forced him to retreat back down the Red River. This per

mitted the Confederates to mobilize their forces against Steele. Smith 

joined Price at his headquarters in Woodlawn on April 19, and was followed 

soon after by the brigades of Churchill and Parsons. 34 Smith ilIDilediately 

ordered a force of 3,500 cavalry under Fagan to cross the Ouachita and cut 

off all Union supply trains he might discover no~th of C8lllden. 

On April 25 Fagan encountered a train of more than 200 wagons at Mark's 

Mills. After a sharp fight this train, too, was captured, along with six 

32Ibid., 555, 680. 

33Ibid., 680, 781; Samuel J. Crawford, Kansas in the Sixties. 116-117, 
127; Edwards, Shelby, 279. Crawford was the commander~ a negro regiment. 

340.R., I, XXXIV, Pa~ 1, 485-486, 781. 
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cannons and 1,100 prisoners. 35 Steele had now been dealt two very damaging 

blows. Furthermore. his army was beginning to suffer acutely from lack of 

food and forage. Steele, realizing that Price had been heavily inforced 

and that Banks had been unsuccessful. decided to retreat. On April 26 his 

army departed from Camden and headed northward toward Little Rook.36 Kirby 

Smith, who had taken personal command of Price's army, started in hot pur

suit, hoping to overtake and destroy Steele in the barren country of central 

Arkansas before he could gain the safety of Little Rook. 

The Confederates re-occupied Catnden soon after Steele left~ but were 

unable to cross the Ouachita until two days later, April 28. because they 

were unequipped with pontoons and had to construct a raft bridge. Once a

cross, they strove to close the distance between. themselves and Steele's 

fleeing army. The path of the Union retreat was marked by abandoned equip

ment and plunder. By the night o:f the twenty-ninth Smith and Price reached 

Tulip, having marched forty miles from Camden. Steele had passed through 

Tulip during the morning, but the Confederates were confident that he would 

be blocked at Jenkins's Ferry, fourteen miles away, where the Saline bottoms 

were a veritable quagmire :five miles wide. In addition, it was hoped that 

Fagan had heard of Steele's flight and would throw his force astride the .. 
Union army's escape route. This hope was blasted when word was received 

:from Fagan that he had gone to Arkadelphia in se~reh of forage. 

After r~sting until 1 .P~ .:,M;;:.·April ·~30., : the -Conf,ederates resumed their 

. pursuit., marching through the night in a heavy rainstorm in a determined en

deavor to catch up with Steele. Early in the morning contact was made with 

the Union pickets and there was some skirmishing as these were driven in. 

35Ibid • ., 781. 

36Ibid., 668, 680. 
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Churchill's and Parsons's divisions filed into line of battle and pushed 

forward. They met Federal units in force, and a general battle commenced. 

The battlefield was a boggy marsh covered with timber and thick under

growth--a wilderness and almost a jungle. The Union troops were well con

cealed, and the Confederate commanders had great difficulty in maneuvering 

and co-ordinating the movements of their men. The Confederate troops, as 

admitted by one of their officers, Lieutenant Edward Cunningham, "did not 

fight well, 11 and Parsons and Churchill were repulsed by Union counterattacks. 

Parsons's and Churchill's men, commented Cunningham,· ngot in confusion and 

it was impossible for their officers, most of whom are of no earthly account, 

to do anything with them." 

The battle continued in a desultory fashion until the Union forces vol

untarily withdrew. The Confederates made no attempt for a while to follow; 

uthey were in great disorder." When they finally did advance, they arrived 

on the banks of the Saline only to find that Steele had crossed to the other 

side, leaving behind his punctured and useless pontoons. This ended the 

campaign. The Saline was flooded to a width of two to three miles, and the 

Confederates had exhausted their rations.37 

Although they failed to annihilate Steele's army, or to win back the 

Arkansas Valley and Little Rock, the Confederate~ achieved substantial re

sults. The northern prong of the Federal invasion of the Trans-Mississippi 

was defeated as badly as the eastern one. ·Steele's army had sustained two

thousand, five-hundred casualties and lost large quantities of military booty. 

37Ibid., 486~ 555-557, 779-783. Cunningham was an aide-de-camp to Kir
by Smi t n,'and following the spring campaigns of 1864 wrote a long letter to 
his uncle in Virginia describing candidly these campaigns. The letter was 
captured by Union authorities. 
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The Confederate loss was about one-thousand, two-hundred. Moreover, the 

Union army in Arkansas was no longer a serious menace, and the way was 

free for an invasion of Missouri. 38 

38Battles ~ Leaders, IV, 368; O.R., I, XX.XIV, Part 1, 487. 



Chapter VIII: .THE AUTUMN RAID 

{ In the summer of 1864 the Confederacy was dying . It was still 

alive, still breathing, but the breaths came with labored, unwholesome 

gasps . Its people were war-weary, hungry, and, in many places, destitute . 

Losses in its armies from battle and desertions were increasing, .and 

there were few except old men and young boys to replace them. The armies 

could attack, but they could not conquer; they could defend, but they 

could not hold . Successes were temporary, defeats were permanent, and 

always, relentlessly, the Union armies were pressing forward, cutting 

the Confederacy into smaller and smaller segments . ) 

('The situation in the Trans-Mississippi, compared to that East of 

the river, was much better. Bank's Red River expedition had been defeated, 

and Steele's army was shut up in Fort Smith and Little Rock, impotent . 

Price thought that now his long contemplated and longer desired return 

to Missouri could .be re~lized . On July 23 he wrote to Kirby Smith, 

giving his r easons for the desirabil ity of invading Missouri . Price 

said that the Union troops in the state were made up of weak and un

reliable m~litia, who had little love for the Northern cause . Price 

· was "assured. that the Confederate flag /:iloateg} over nearly all the 

principal towns of North Missouri, and large guerilla parties ~er~ 

formed and operating in the southern portion of the state . tt He predicted 

that the Confederacy would gain 30,000 fresh troops . 1 } 

16.R., I, XLI , Part 2, 1023-1024. 

86 
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{ Kirby Smith approved Price's suggestion , and on August 4 instructed 

him to prepare for an expedition into Missouri . Smith told Price to 

"avoid all wanton acts of destruction," and to keep his men under firm 

control during the course of the campaign. If possible , he was to capture 

St . Louis , and should he be compelled to retreat from Missouri he was 

t o do so by way of Kansas and the Indian Territory, seizing or destroying 

a l l the Northern livestock and military supplies that he could . The 

rallying of recruits to the Co!\federate standard was made the special 

objective of the expedition .2 ' I 

( Taking the field at Princeton, August 29 , Price began to march 

north , gathering the components of ~is army as he went . Not till he 

reached Pocahonfa.:: s on September 14 was the whole army assembled and 

concentrated . It was composed of three division·s , Fagan's , :Marmaduke ' s , 

and Shelby ' s , the latter having been promoted to this hi gher command . 

It numbered about 12 , 000 3 men . 

All the men were mounted, and many of them were veterans of long 

ser vice . But their general quality as soldiers was low . Few of them 

were well disciplined, and some were little short of insubordinate . ~ 

Large sections of the ranks were filled by recrai~s, conscripts, and 

,1 absentees , u to use the Confederate euphemism for returned deserters . 

The line officers were little better . 4 

( Nor was the army well equipped . Four thousand of the men were 

unarmed , and t hose who were armed often had only a home-made sword , 

2Ibid., Part 2, 1040-1041. 

3rbid., Part 1, 626- 627 . 

4rbid . , Part 1, 718, 722 . 
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a shotgun, or an archaic flintloek . 5 / Some, more fortunate than the rest , 

possessed modern Enfield rifles, obtained through Mexico from England . 

There were several horses for each man, so worn out mounts could be 

replaced with fresh ones . 6 Shelby's division, 3,000 strong , was the 

best armed even as it was the most efficient organization in Price ' s 

army. Contemptuous of the useless cavalry sabre , his men were equipped 

with two or four revolvers apiece, in addition to a carbine . 7 The 

artillery consisted of fourteen pieces, some of very crude construction. 8 

( ihile at Pocahontas, Price ' s army, now officially entitled the 

11 Army of Missouri," acquired a new member, no less a personnage than 

Thomas C. Reynolds, Confederate Governor of Missouri . He joined the 

expedition in hopes of occupying, briefly at least, the gubernatorial 

chair at Je ferson City and defying Union control of Missouri .9 . }He 

attached himself to Shelby's division as a volunteer aide- de-camp. 10 ) 

Four days were spent at Pocahontas in shoeing mules and horses , 

distributing ammunition, and in completing all other necessary preparations . 

~On Sep~mber 19 Price's army began moving north, and on the same day it 

crossed into Mis souri. Price was back .11 ) 

5Paul B. Jenkins, The Battle of Westpott, 144. 

6Edwar~s, Shelby, 478. 

7A large number of Shelby's men, too, were unarmed . See O.R. , 
I, XLI, Part 1, 671 . 

8Ibid . , Part 4, 1106; Jenkins, Westport , 144. 

9Edwards, ~2.l, 383; Reynolds to Price, July 18, 1864, O. R., I , 
XLI, Part 2 , 1011. 

l~dwards, Shelby, 383; see Trusten Polk to Thomas Snead, . ugu.st 11, 
1864, O.R. , I, XLI, Part 2, 1060-1061, for unfavorable comment on Reynold's 
joining the expedition. 

11Ibid . , Part .1, 627 . 



89 

( He was not unexpected . His old enemy of Iuka and Corinth, Rosecrans, 

now head of the Department of Missouri, had been forwarned1 by rumors and · 

unusual activity with in the Copperhead organization known as the Order 

of American Knights, or O.A. K. 's, and among the guerillas and other 

Southern sympathizers . \ Rosecrans alerted his regular troops and the 

state militia , and obtained the aid of Major-General A. J . Smith's veteran 

infantry division: On September 24 Rosecrans ordered Brigadier- General 

Thomas Ewing to concen~rate his troops at Pilot Knob and Cape Girardeau. 12 

Ewing arrived at Pilot Knob on the twenty- sixth, and posted his force 
\ 

of 1, 000 men in Fort Davidson . 13 *This fort was surrounded by an insig-

nificant ditch and was highly vulnerable to any attacker who succeeded 

in placing cannon on the surrounding mountain heights . 14 

( Price advanced_steadily but slowly, too slowly to gain the full 

advantage of his cavalry ' s mobility and power to surprise . 15) Not till 

September 24 did he reach Fredericktown, where he determined to make an 
' . . 

assault on Pilot Knob . 16 1 This decision was made suddenly and was con-

t r ary to the advice of the other generals, who wished to by- pass Pilot 

Knob and speed on.to St , Louis and Jefferson City . fndeed , it is difficult 

to understand what Price hoped to accomplish by capturing Pilot Knob . 

Perhaps he was influenced by the pre- Panzer military principle of never 

leaving a fortified place in an advancing army ' s rear . 17\ If so , Price 

12rb·a __!_; . ' Part 1, 307-309 . 

l3Ibid., Part 1, 446 . 

14Ibid., Part 1, 715 . 

15Edwards , Shelby, 396 . 

160 .R., I, XLI, Part 1, 627-629 . 

17Ed-wards 
' 

Shelby, 387, 396 , and 480 . 
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was influenced easily, for he had no supply line which the garrison at 

Pilot Knob could cut, nor could that small garrison do him any harm in 

the open field . Possibly Price and others in his army wished to wreak 

r evenge on Ewing f or his hated Order. No. 11.18 Also part of the garrison 

was composed of negroes, commanded by Colonel Thomas C. Fletcher , 

Republican candidate for Governor of Missouri , who would have been a 

most desirable prisoner . 19 

,.-~ha tever his reasons, Price ordered the attack on Pilot Knob . His 

army went forth from Fredericktown to carry out the order . Shelby's 

division swung north above Pilot Knob to cut the railroad to St . Louis . 

Thus the garrison would be unable to receive reinforcements from St . 

Louis , or to escape in that direction . Price himself , with Fagan ' s and 

Marmaduke ' s divisions , moved directly upon Pilot Knob . By the twenty

seventh he had driven back all the Union outposts and was before the 

works of Fort Davidson . ) 

(Planting artillery upon Shepherd ' s Mountain in order to command 

the fort, Price moved Fagan and Marmaduke into position for a charge . 

Under the cover of artillery fire , Marmaduke ' s men swarmed forward and 

gained the protection of a dry creek bed near the fort and opened fire . 

About a hundred of them tried to rush the fort , but were driven back. 

The rest remained pinned down in the creek bed . At almost the same time 

Fagan ' s troops advanced on their part of the line, and swept toward the 

fort on the run . They were cut- up badly by musketry and heavy artillery 

I SThis order was in retaliation for Quantrill ' s Lawrence Massacre . 
It drove the entire population of several count• ies in Missouri adjoi ning 
the Kansas border from t heir homes . Confedarates regarded it as a brutal 
atrocity. 

19Wiley Britton, The Qi.!i1 War .Q!.! the Border, II, 401- 402 . 
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fire , and, on r eachi ng the ditch before the fort , they hesitated, wavered , 

and then fled, leavi ng numerous casualties on the field . 20 Again Price 

had thrown his men against a f ortified enemy , and again the outcome had 
) ' 

been the same: compl e t e failure . / 

( With night coming on, the troops were withdrawn from the immediate 

range of the fort . Preparations were then made for a renewal of the 

attack the next day . During t he ni ght , however, Ewing ' s men marched 

silently out of the fort and slipped away on a road to the north . None 

of Price's army noticed t he withdrawal. They were busy making scaling 

ladder s_. / The hills rumbled with the explosion of the fort I s magazine, 

and still the Confederates remained quiescent . &n the morning they 

advanced and found the fort deserted , except for s ome dead bodies . 

Belatedly, Price ordered a pursuit . 21 ) 

( Allday and night and into the next and following days the Con

federates pursued Ewing, Shelby joining in as he came up . Ewing avoided 

being overtaken , although handicapped by the numer ous ·refugees who sought 

his protection . He took the road leading to Rolla; this road was paralleled 

on both sides by large streams or flanked by high cliffs . Thus Price ' s 

pursuing forces could not a t tack Ewi ng's flank , ~r cut him off , and 

Ewing was able t o keep ahead] On the twenty- ninth Ewing reached Harrison , 

having marched sixty- six miles in t hirty-nine hours . Here he decided 

to make a stand while awaiting help from Rolla , thir ty- five miles away. 

Breastworks were thrown up, buildi ngs w.ere f ortif ied, and Ewing's men 

200 .R. , I , SLI , Part 1, 448, 629 , and 679- 680 . 

21Ibid ., Part 1, 449, 629, 680. 



made ready for a desperate fight. Shelby, leading the pursuit, came up, 

but after surveying the situation, withdrew the next day . Ewing had made · 

good his escape . 22 

~By his capture of Pilot Knob and Fort Davidson, Price ob~ined 

a quantity of small arms and army stores, and sixteen pieces of artillery 

which he had to destroy because they were unsuited to cavalry. 23 As 

for laurels, Price garnered few of these . His army had lost over 400 

men in the assault on Fort Davidson. 24 The punishment suffered by 

Marmaduke 's and Fagan 's men blunted their fighting edge for the remainder 

of the raid . 25 Their frontal charge against a well-defended fortification 

and their resulting losses had been unnecessary . aptain T. J . Mackey, 

an engineer on Price's staff, afterwards testi ied that Fort Davidson 

could have been forced to surrender in fifteen or twenty minutes by ten 

guns firing from Shepherd's Mo .ntain. 

Price later explained his assault on Fort Davidson by stating that 

he had been informed the garrison was holding hostage a number of pro

Confederate civilians from nearby Arcadia , and for fear of injuring them . 

he had hesitated to shell the fort . As it was, he did direct an ineffective 

fire against it, and after he occupied the fort, the corpses of a number 

of civilians were discovered . Price further felt that if his troops 

had attacked properly they would have carried t he works , an opinion 

concurred in by Captain Mackey . Ewing 's escape was due mainly to the 

22Ibid ., Part 1, 450, 653 . 

23Ibid., Part 1, 629. 

24Ibid ., Part 1, 709 . 

25Britton, War .QB the Border , II, 412 . 
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carelessness and inefficiency of subordinate officers, and to a mis

chance that prevented Shelby from closing the escape route.26 

~ow it was October, and Price's· army continued its advance through 

~.d_ssouri. Hearing that the Union forces at St . Louis outnumbered his 

two to one, Price merely feinted at that city and directed his sweep 

toward Jefferson City.27 

These were palmy days for Price's army . His cavalry rode far and 

wide, chasing militia and tearing up railroad tracks . His troops also 

plundered . Since it was necessary that the marching army spread out over 

the countryside in order to find food and forage , the officers permitted 

the men to range about how and wherever they pleased . Wholesale plunder

ing of civilians was the result . Nor was the plundering·' discriminate . 

Even pro-Southerners and relatives of men in the Confederate army were 

robbed and molested .28 

Price condemned the lawlessness of his troops , and tried to stop 

it. He formed a provost guard, and gave orders to prevent straggling 

and to preserve order while on the march . One of his officers personally · 

shot two men for marauding, and won Price's praise thereby . But, because 

of the initial lack of discipline, and the fact that it was always in 

motion, the army continued to be disorderly and ungovernable . The 

numerous and unarmed men saw no reason why they should be ordered like 

· t . d 1·· k ld . 29 soldiers as long as they were no equ1ppe 1 e so 1ers . 

260 .R. , I, SLI, Part 1, 714-716,'723 . 

27Ibid., Part 1, 630. 

28Ibid . , Part 1, 716-725 ; Edwards, Shelby, 480-481. 

290 .R. , I, XLI, 719-725 . 
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This lack of order was r eflected in the appearance of the army. 

Governor Reynolds wrote that it had the "appearance of a Calmuck horde , " 

with a train of over 500 wagons and other vehicles that stretched out 

eight or ten miles along the route, while around the train there was a 

n rabble of dead-heads, stragglers and stolen negroes on stolen horses . n30 

r 
However conducted, , the march continued, and Price ' s army penetrated 

deeper into Missouri . On October 6 it fought its way across the Osage , 

seven miles from Jefferson City . The next day , after some heavy skir

mishing , it camped upon the hills overlooking the city. The capital of 

Missouri was in plain sight . The stars and stripes could be seen waving 
I 

from the capitol dome . 31 

( Frenziedly, during the preceding days, the soldiers and citizens 

at J\fferson City had worked at throwing up fortifications . Five forts 

were readied, and the city surrounded with three miles of intrenchments , 

palisades , rifle pits, and chevaux-de-frise . A force of about 7 , 000 

cavalry, infantry, and civilians manned these defenses·. 32 l 

( Price, after consulting his general officers , decided not to attack. 

This gained for Price the lifelong enmity of a disappointed and embittered 

Governor Reynolds, who had expected to enter Jefferson City in triumph.33 / 

Price believed the garrison within the city outnumbered his own army, 

and concluded that the fortifications were too strong to be carried 

30Quoted in Edwards, Shelby, 471. 

31Ibid. , 395; O.R. , I, XLI, Part 1, 631. 

32Ibid . , Part 1, 311, 345 . 

33Paul B. Jenkins, ttThe Battle of We stport, 11 !lestport. The Battle 
£!Westport ••• , 10. 
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readily . 34 No doubt another factor i nfluencing Price's decision was the 

attitude of his troops . They felt that the city could not be taken, 

and were apprehensive of another Pilot Knob .35 

~Price ordered his army to take up the march again . Rosecrans, who 

so far had been on the defensive, now undertook to pursue Price . He 

sent Major-General Alf r ed Pleasanton to take command of all Union forces 

at Jefferson City. Pleasonton arrived on October 8, and directed Brigadier

General .Alfi:-ed Pleasonton to take command of all Union forces at ·Jefferson 

City. Pleasonton arrived on October 8, and directed Brigadier-General 

John B. Sanborn and 4,100 cavalry to follow Price . 3anborn was to 

observe and report on Price ' s movements and keep him within the great 

bend of the Missouri River by staying slightly to his south. A. J . Smith's 
,.. 

di vision also was to pursue Price . 36 ) 

With Shelby hitting t he tracks and bridges of the Pacific Railroad, 

Price's ar my on October 10 reached Boonville . It remained there for 

several days, during which time a number of guerilla chieftai ns came in 

and reported to Pr ice . The famous Captain Billy Anderson and a hundred 

of his stalwarts were sent across the Missouri to operate on the North 

Missouri Railroad . The even more famed l~antril~ was let loose upon the 

Hannibal and Saint Joseph . Neither were to accomplish much. 

Between 1,200 and 1,500 Missourians, mostly unarmed, joined Pr ice 

at Boonville, and r ecruiting parties were sent into northern Missouri . 

In this section a large number of Confe_derate sympathizers had been 

346 .R. , I, XLI, Pa-r t 1, 631. 

35Edwards, Shelby, 395. 

36o .R. , I, XLI, Part 1, 311, 631; Britton, War .Q!! the liorder, II, 431. 
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organized into military companies under the auspices of the O •. • K. 's, 

and Price was able to obtain, in all, about 5,000 recruits. Many of 

these men believed Price had come to conquer and hold Missouri , and 

enlisted in his army with high expectations of victory . They were placed 

in the unarmed brigade of Colonel Charles H. Tyler , and usually accompanied 

the train . 3? 

After a skirmish with Sanborn, who had come up to press him, Price 

left Boonville on October 13 and headed west to Chouteau Springs ·~ From 

there he dispatched a side-expedition under Shelby and Clark to capture 

Glasgow, which mission they successfully performed . ,Arriving at Jones

borough on October 14, Price sent out still another raiding party ,, which 

captured Sedalia . 38 

Despite these minor successes, and although they were advancing with 

ease and picking up fresh recruits from the countryside, all was not 

well with Price's army. The troops of Fagan 1 s division were suffering 

from hunger, and their morale was running low . Also they were be~.ng 

ravaged by diseases and illnesses traceable to their poor diet and in

adequate clothing. General Fagan wrote to Price, "Hundreds of my men 

are without the necessary clothing to be at all comfortable, even in the 

mildest weather at t his season in this climate . I am utterly powerless 

to provide them with either clothing or bread . .n39 It ·would be 

· safe to assume t hat what was true of Fagan's troops was true of many 

others in Price's army . 

""'J'7o .R., I, XLI , Part 1 , J.;24 , 631-632 , 700- 701. 

38Ibid., Part 1 , 632- 633 . 

39Fagan to Price , October 18 , 1864, ibid., Part 4, 1003-1004. 
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( While the raids on Glasgow and Sedalia were underway, Price made 

little progress in his march along the Missouri, not reaching Waverly 

' until October 10 . 40 
1 

This slowness permitted the Union commanders to 
.. 

mobilize their forces in n attempt to trap and destroy Price. Pleasonton 

took personal command of cavalry and energized its pursuit in a 

resolute effort to overtake Price . In Kansas, General Samuel Curtis, 

the victor of Pea Ridge, had raised an army of 15,000 regulars and slate 

militia , and was waiting, a short distance inside Missouri , to inter

cept Price from the west . Curtis was to be the stationary end of the 

vice in which the Northern army hoped to crush Price.41 

( Price departed from Waverly on the nineteenth and marched to Lexington, 

where Shelby drove a small Union force under Major- General James G. 

Blunt through the streets and beyond the town. ·Price now moved faster , 

covering twenty-two miles on October 20 . The following day he headed 

for Independence , but before he could enter that town he had to fight 

a hard battle at the crossing of the Little Blue . Blunt again opposed 

him, and fought so stubbornly with his repeating rifles that it required · 

both Marmaduke and Shelby to dislodge him from his position behind some 

stonewalls.42 The day ended with Price's men encamped at Independence . 

They were tired, ragged, and hungry . Their ammunition was running short , 

and their horses were approaching exhaustion. 43 Many miles and many 

days l ay between them and .Arkansas . } 

400.R., I . XLI , Part 1, 633 . 

41Ibid., Part 1, 340 , 475-477 . 

42.!bid ., 4 76; Edwards, Shelby, 420; Britton, far on the Border , 
II, 448- 449 . 

430 . R., I, XLI, Part 1, 634; Crawford,~~ in the Sixties , 138. 
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( On the twenty-second Price pushed on toward the Big Blue) Curtis 

had planned to make his main stand on this river, and repel Price till 

Pleasonton could come up. His line, however , was too long and too 

thinly manned, and at midday Shelby found a weakpoint at Byram's Ford 

and broke through with ease. This forced a general retreat of Curtis's 

entire army, which fell back to Westport and Kansas City.44 

The day, though, was not one of uniform Confederate attainment. 

A brigade from Fagan's division, left behind to guard the approaches 

to the Little Blue , was mauled badly by Pleasonton 's cavalry and lost 

300 or 400 men and several pieces of artillery. Later on, about a half 

hour before sundown, Marmaduke's division also was hit by Pleasanton . 

Marmaduke barely escaped encirclement , and was pushed clear through 

Independence and beyond almost to the Big Blue . 45 ) 

That night Price was advised by Shelby, who was supported by the 

other officers, to start retreating southward . Shelby pointed to the 

dangerous forces converging upon them and said the army would be demolished 

unless it started retreating immediately that night . But Price desired 

to take Fort Leavenworth, and, as at Pilot Knob, disregarded the opinions 

of his of:icers and refused to order a retreat • . Instead, he went to bed. 

( Sometime during the night Price thought better of his decision, 

and gave instruction to commence retreating in the morning .46 Morning 

came, and the retreat got underway . Union advances by Pleasanton and 

___ .... --~ ... --
, 446.R., I, XLI , Part 1, 478-485, 658; Edwards, Shelby, 425; Britton, 

War .2!! the Border , II, 477; Richard Josiah Hinton, Rebel Invasion of 
Missouri and Kansas, 122. 

450.R., I, XLI, Part 1, 340, 635 , 683 . 

46Edwards, Shelbi , 430-435. 
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Curtis made it necessar y to protect the train by a counterattack. 

Shelby, along with two of Fagan's brigades, was to hold off Curtis and 

Blunt, and Marmaduke was to do the same against Pleasonton. At first 

the fighting in front of Westport went in favor of Shelby, and his 

troops forced Blunt to tne north side of Brush Creek and almost into the 

streets of Westport . Then Shelby had to cease his .attack in order to 

reform his disordered lines and replenish his ammunition supply . 47 ) 

(At this juncture disaster struck the rear of the Confederate army. 

Marmaduke endeavored to prevent Pleasanton from crossing the Big Blue 

at Byram's Ford , but to no avail . Pleasonton made a savage onslaught, 

he himself in the midst of the fighting, urging his troopers forward 

with: 11Rebels, Rebels, Fire, Fire , you damned asses . n Marmaduke 's 

men began to give way, and Price, fearful for the safety of his train, 

sent orders to Shelby for help. Then Price, with his escort, hastened 

to the aid of Marmaduke . Even the unarmed men were formed in a mock 

line of battle, as the Confederates fought to preserve · their train with 

its sick and wounded, 500 w~gons, and 5,000 head of eattle . 48 / 

Back on Shelby ' s front, Curtis reinforced Blunt and or dered a general 

attack by all the Union forces in front of Westpo~t . Soon Shelby was 

not only withdrawing to help Marmaduke , but was being driven back, as 

the center of his line caved in. Fagan's brigades, too, were heavily 

assailed, and would have been wrecked had "'1ot Shelby sent them assistance . 

470.R., I, XLI , Part 1, 575, 635, 658; Britton, War .Q!! the Border , 
II , 482-485 . 

480 .R., I, XLI, Part 1, 635-636, 684; Edwards , Shelby, 435; John 
F. Philips, "Dairy of Brigadier-General Jno . F. Philips , written in the 
field, 11 Westport, The Battle of Westport, 31. 
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Union cavalry began to pour around Shelby's and Fagan's flanks . Shelby ' s 

men were surrounded , and had to fight their way out . · This they did, 

fighting only to escape, and losing all order as every man fought on 

1'his own hook," turning, firing, and· then galloping away again . After 

begnggpursued for several miles, Shelby rallied his men behind a stone 

fence . From behind the fence they made a stand that repulsed the Union 

pursuit . hen they retreated till they caught up with the rest of Price's 

ar~, now in full flight to the south along the Fort Scott road . 49 \ 

· ..:c The Battle of Wes tport ended the offensive phase of Price ' s raid , 

and sent him reeling southward, closely followed by the victorious Union 

armies . His army suffered mostly in morale; its human and material loss 

was not great . Curtis estimated the Confederate casualties at Westport 

at five hundred, about the same as his, and stated that he captured two 

broken cannons, many muskets, and much other equipment. 50 Those who 

passed over t he battlefield say it was strewn with dead horses, saddles , 

blankets, broken guns, and bodies . Many of the dead Confederates appeared 
51. 

to be boys from sixteen to nineteen ye~rs old • 

. ' -0frice's army was in Kansas, the only regular Confederate force to 

invade tha t state during the war, for which the Kansans were undoubtedly 

thankful. There is no question that the Confederates wanted to make 

·their incursion as unpleasant for the people of Kansas as they could. ) 

Edwards not only admitted it, but boasted of it: 

490.R. , I, XLI, Part 1, 486, 576, 659 . 

50Ibid., Part 1, 491. 

51Hinton, Rebel Invasion, 179-180. 
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Shelby was soothin"g the wounds of Missouri by stabbing the 
breast of Kansas • • • • He was f ighting the devil with fire 
and smoking him to death . Haystacks, houses, barns, produce , 
crops, and farming implements were consumed before the march 
of his squadrons, and what the flames spared the bullet finished 
•• • • If the crows could not fly over- the valleys of the 

· Shenandoah without carrying rations, the g~zzards of the 
praries had no need of haversacks •••• 

~ tFrice's army bivouacked for t he night of October 24 along the banks 

of the Marais des Cygnes, near Trading Post . .As day broke, Sanborn ' s 

brigade of Pleasonton's cavalry attacked the encamped Confederates . 

The Confederates offered little resistance; they simply resumed their 

r etreat They did t his with great haste and confusion , leaving behind 

cattle, camp equipment, captured negroes , and partly cooked rations . 

The Confederate retreat continued four miles over the broad , smooth 

prarie till it reached Mine Creek. There it stopped, for the train 

had become bogged down in the ford and it blocked the crossing. In 

or der to save the train, Marmaduke ' s and Fagan ' s divisions turned back 

and prepared to fight . t 

.,, (The Union pursuit was only 500 yards away and rapidly approaching , 

Marmaduke and Fagan hurriedly placed their troops and artillery in 

position. But their men had no time to dismount , and had to fight on 

horseback . This made it awkward for many of them, for they were armed 

with long infantry rifles which were extremely hard to load on a rearing , 
\ 

galloping horse in the mMst of battle . Several regiments armed with 

infantry rifles fired a single, wild volley and then bolted for the 
-\ 

r ear , breaking the lines behind them. \. 

t ( Pleasanton' s t roopers t hundered across the plain in a charge that 

· struck Price's troops with a terrific impact and forced them to give way . 

'2Edwards, Shelby, 447-448 . 
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Panie broke out among the Confederates, and the battle became a rout . 

Men and regiments threw away their ar ms, and refused to heed the orders, 

pleadings, and threats of t heir officers. A few fought desperately , 

hand-to-hand, but t he great mass fled across the river . Five or six 

hundred Confederates were captured, i ncluding General Marmaduke, who 
/',\ 

yielded to a private . 1 

' ) Complete destruction threatened Price's whole army . Shelby alone 

could save it, and he was on the other side of Mine Creek. He was 

summoned to the rear to cover the retreat and give Price time to rally 

his men. When Shelby arrived a t the front, he threw his division between 

his fleeing comrades and the pursuing cavalry of Pleasonton, and retreated 

slowly, making s hort stands at different points along the way to delay the 

Union advance. The Confederate withdrawal continued throughout the after

noon, going from the Osage River southwest to the ~...a.rmiton River , and 

moving eastward away from Fort Scott . Two miles from the Marmiton the 

Confederates were compelled to turn and fight once more to save t heir 

encumbering train, which again had trouble in crossing a ford . Price 

and Fagan managed · to rally a considerable portion of their troops, and 

these, together with the unarmed recruits, were formed in a 11.ne of 

battle behind a stonewall . There they could at least give moral support 

to Shelby's men, who were posted in front . · The ensuing fighting was 

neither vigorous nor important, and with the approach of night the 

Union forces broke .off the battle and detoured to Fort Scott . Price 

was permitted to proceed with his retreat unpursued into the night .
53 ) 

530.R., I, XLI, Part 1, 341, 493-503, 636-637, 659-660, 684; Hinton , 
~ Invasion, 206-233; Britton, War Q!! the Border, II, 494-495; Edw~rds , 
Shelby, 450. 



103 

(South of the Marmiton, Price halted and ordered that the train be 

reduced drastically and that only what was absolutely necessary be 

t . d 54 re aine .• Then the army moved sout hward, without being closely 

pressed, until it reached Newtonia, Missouri, October 27. Price wished 

to remain at Newtonia for three or four days and give his troops an 

opportunity to recuperate from the defeats and hardships they had under

gone. The Confederates were gathering corn for their horses and other 

animals , and were prepar i ng flour for their own use , when some of 

Fagan' s men gave the alarm: ttYanks ~n55 ) 

( The attacking Union force was under Blunt, who was far in advance 

of the rest of Curtis's army . Blunt had only a thousand men, but 

ordered an immediate charge upon the Confederates , supposing that 

reinforcements would come in time to sustain his advance . Blunt 's 

move was rash, and he was soon in a bad situation. Shelby led the 

Confederate counterattack, and slowly pushed Blunt back . But the 

Confederates did not fight well , and required the constant urging of 

their officers to move forward at all. ,As sundown drew near Blunt' s 

men began to run out of ammunition, and Price's troops were threatening 

his flanks. .At this crucial moment Sanborn 's brigade arrived at the 

front. Sanborn dismounted his ca.valrymen, attacked, and the Confederates 

were deprived of a victory and given another defeat . Price abandoned 

his camp and retreated in the direction of Pineville . 56 7 

The retreat led him through the de~olate, poverty-stricken hills 

and fields of lower Missouri and northern Arkansas. The weather turned 

--------------~-----------------------546.R., I, XLI, Part 1, 637. 

55Edwards, Shelby, 457. 

56o.R., I, XLI, Part 1,· 577, 638; Edwards, Shelby, 456-457. 
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bad, and rain was followed by extreme cold and heavy snows . The recruits 

gathered in Missouri suffered worst of all . Many of them were rewarded 

for their devotion to the Confederacy with dysentery . These recruits 

were a dejected and homesick lot, and their morale had been reduced to 

zero by defeats and disaster . Among the veterans there was a discontent 

that few bothered to hide . There was much straggling on the march, and 

not a few fell by the way-side or quietly slipped away . Only Shelby 's 

division kept any semblance of discipline and fighting spirit . 57 

The miserable little village of Cane Hill was reached on November 1. 

Here Price planned to secure r es t, food , forage , and tempor ary shelter 

for his army and its animals . Price , on learning that a Confederate 

force had a Union garrison surrounded at Fayetteville , thirty miles to 

the southwest , sent 500 men with two pieces of artillery to assist in 

its capture . Fayetteville was a Union military establishment of some 

importance , and Price probably felt he could revive his army's morale 

58 
by taking it. The 500 Confederates moved off in a swirling snow~storm 

and joined those already at Fayetteville . Their attack, though, was 

completely without enthusiasm, the troops r efusing even to carry their 

assault within range of the garrison 's guns . Hearing that Blunt was on 

his way to relieve Fayetteville , the Confederates raised the siege and 

r eturned to their base . 59 

The stay a-t Cane Hill merely served to i ncrease the rate of disen

tegration in Price ' s army. Entire regiments , even brigades, particularly 

5'/_I,bid., 461-46~-·--·-

580. R., I , XLI , Part 1, 638 . 

59Ibid., Part 1 , 400, 638 . 
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among the .~rkansas troops, disbanded. Riding in small parties, these 

60 /' · 
men headed for their homes and families . (On November 4, Price took 

up the march again, heading for the Indian Territory and Texas . Curtis 

did not arrive at Cane Hill until two days later . He was not far 

behind Price, however , and the next day signs of the rapidity and 

demoralization of the Confederate retreat were visible . A carriage , 

said to be Price's own, was found broken and abandoned along the road . 

Curtis was told by an escaped prisoner that Price ' s 11 troops were so 

destitute ef provisions, an officer being begged by a soldier for an 

ear of corn was told Lby the officer tha.:!] he had not a gr ain to give 

him. u In his report Curtis commented: n The elm trees for miles had 

been stripped to furnish food for the starving multitude . tt 
61 ) 

( At 11 A,M, , on November 8 , the Union army rode up to the banks of 

the .Arkansas River at Pheasant Ford and found that-the Confederat es had 

passed over to the southern side . Several cannons were brought up , 

and a final salvo was fired across the river at the trail Price had 

left behind. 62 '\ 

The raid was over . / 
f 

6CJi3ritton, War Qr! !he Border , II, 515 . 
61 O.R. , I , XLI, Part 1 , 516- 517 , 639; Hinton, Rebel Invasion, 292 . 

620 .R. , I, XLI, Part 1, 578; Hinton , Rebel Invasion , 293 . 



Cbapter IX: COURT OF INQUIRY 

Price's dwindling, suffering army marched on until it reached 

Laynesport, Texas, where the main body went into winter quarters . 

Other portions of it were scattered across Texas, the Indian Territory, 

and .Arkansas; as late as December 15 _only 3, 500 of Price ' s troops were 

"in hand,*' and of these men only a third of them had retained their 

arms . Steps were taken to reorganize them completely . With the exception 

of Shelby's division, for which Price had the highest praise, the 

cavalry were dismounted and converted into infantry. Price was placed 

in command of a divisicn of Missouri infantry in the District of Arkansas , 

which was now commanded by 1'1.a.jor-General Magruder, who had replaced 

P . • h + • t. d . th Mi' · · d l rice int av pos1 ion ur1ng e ssour1 ra1 . 

What were the results of the raid? Price, in his official report , 

laid claim to over-all success. His claim, however , was based largely 

upon questionable and meaningless statistics as to how many men he had 

lost as compared to the Union loss, how much plunder he had carried off , 

and how many recruits he had added to the Confederate army.
2 

.As to 

recruits, between five and seven thousand were brought back, or made 

their way to the Confederate lines, out of the ten thousand that at 

one time or another joined Price as he marched through Missouri . But 

for these recruits there were neither enough arms nor enough qualified 

~Magruder to Smith; December 15, 1864, O.R. , I, XLI , Part 4, 112-113; 
O.R., I, XLVIII, Part 1, 1413, 1416. 

2Ibid . , XLI, Part 1, 640 . 

106 



107 

officers to make of them an effecti·v · f. ht· f 3 e ig ing orce . Moreover, their 

addition probably was more than off-set by the subtraction from existing 

units of deserters, casualties, and captured. 

Such Confederate historians as Edward A. Pollard and John Edwards 

were very harsh in their criticisms of Price and the strategy he displayed 

in the raid . Pollard stressed the seeming vagueness of Price's intentions 

in Missouri, and wrote that nthe breadth of the excursion , its indefinite

ness, and the failure to concentrate on important points, ruined- him.114 

Edwards was far more detailed and damning in his critique . To start 

with, said Edwards, :Kirby Smith Hhad no correct idea himself of what 

was necessary in Missouri , n and had assented to the raid merely for the 

sake of doing something. Smith, sneered Edwards, was really more 

interested in shooting partridges around Shreveport and reading uBaxter ' s 

Saint ' s Rest , 11 the story of ubeautiful Theroignen with the 11 lewd, red 

lips . n 

The most serious trror,· Price committed, asserted Edwards , was in 

·-
fighting the battle of Westport . 

' • 

The avoidance of this battle and a march of fifty miles from 
Independence without halting would have placed it in his 
power to fall back l eisurely through an extremely fertile 
country west of Fort Scott, cross the Arkansas river west of 
Fort Gibson, thereby sacrificing but few forses and fewer 
men. Westnort was the turning point in the expedition. 
While up t~ this time nothing of consequence had been accomplished , 
after it were the bor-,,ors of defeat, hunger , · and the pestilence . 5 

Kirby Smith--perhaps he was influenced by Baxter ' s Saint ' s Rest--

t ook a more tolerant view of the Missouri expedition. In transmitting 

- Jibid. , Part 1, ,r.121. 

4Pollard, 1ost ~ , 554 . 

~dwards, Shelby, 482-484. 
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Price's report on the campaign to the Jar Department, he noted: 

The movement of General Price accomplished all the objects 
for which it was inaugrated by me . .A concentration of the 
enemy's forces in Missouri was compelled; at least 30 000 of 
his soldiers were employed there, and troops en route'for 
Sherman's army were diverted from that destination and sent 
to operate in that State • . l large number of recruits were 
obtained, and but for the losses incident to the retreat ~he 
results of the expedition would have been most brilliant. 

Studied objectively, Price performed in his autumn raid substantially 

what he had been instructed to do by Smith: sweep into Missouri , gather 

r ecruits, and if forced to retreat, pass through Kansas damaging that 

state as much as possible . But in doing this Price had suffered stag

gering defeats , his army had been almost completely wrecked , and he had 

failed to achieve the goal that underlay his whole desire to invade 

Missouri : to repossess the state, at least in part , and to weaken and 

7 
i mpair Republican-Federal control . 

( In summary, it may be said that Price ' s autumn raid was the last 
\, 

mili tary effort of the South in the lest , and that after its failure the 

Confederate Trans-Mississippi waited supinely and impotently , as if in 

a t rancg, until the war was decided in Virginia . Wilson ' s Creek was the 

first great battle of the War in the West , and Westport was the last. 

After that came limbo . 

The bitterest castigation of Price's leadership in the raid came 

from Governor Reynolds . On December 23 , at Marshall , Texas , the Governor ' s 

headquarters , a lengthy letter over his ·signature appeared in the Texas 

Republican . The letter was entitled "Generals Price , Marmaduke , and 

66 .R., I . XLVIII, Part 1 , 1428. 

7 See Pollard , ~~~, 554-555 . 
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Cabbell in the Misso,n-i Campaign.n It savagely and. unrestrainedly 

criticized Price for causing unnecessary loss of life at Pilot Knob; 

it charged him with asininity in the marching and handling of his troops; 

it painted him as being lazy, drunken, cruel, and ostenatious; and it 

accused him of totally lacking in the ability, even the willingness, to 

maintain military discipline . No one could read the letter without 

gaining the i mpression that Price was an expert at ineffieiency and pure 

pusillanimity . .And the fact that the letter was written by a man of 

position made it all the more creditable to the public and harmful to 

Price's reputation . As would be expected, it created a great sensation 

in the army and gave rise to much comment and discussion . 8 

Price received a copy of the December 23 issue of the _ Texas RePUblican 

from Reynolds personally, and with it another letter: 

General: The inclosed publication I have deemed necessary 
to vindicate Generals Marmaduke and Cabell against injurious 
charge s and to place the late Missouri campaing in a proper 
light before the public . In performing my imperative official 
duty in reference to that expedition I desire to avoid giving 
unnecessary pain to any one . I therefore frankly state to you 
that, believing myself fully acquainted with all the facts in 
relation to the return of your son, General Edwin Price , by 
your advice, . within the Federal lines in 1862, his subsequent 
course, and the communications between you and him, I design 
to make a memoir of those facts to the President of the Con
federate States, and on it and the management of the late 
expedition to ask from him an order that you cease to be an 
officer in the provisional army of those States . Such a request 
(and still more such an order) would perhaps necessitate the 
giving of more or less publicity to that memoir . With a 
disposition to enable you to avoid the disagreeable discussions 
it would occasion , I propose, that if you will at once resign 
your commission in that army and your position of Missouri 
bank commissioner (assigning, if you think proper, whatever 
reasons for those steps you may judge best, and such as will 
not necessitate controversey), and abstain hereafter from any 
interposition, directly or indirectly, in the military or 
political affairs of the Confederate States or the State of 

- ,sEdwards, Shelby, 466-4? 4 . 
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Missouri, that memoir will be sent as a paper to remain in the 
secret archives of the Government and not used unless necessary 
to meet such an interposition, or an attack by yourself , or 
any of your friends , on the Confederate authorities or myself 
for the action of any of us in this watter . I presume it 
will 0e in accordance with your own feelings , as it is with 
mine , that any future intercourse between us shall be only 
in writing, confined t~ indispensable official business and an 
answer to this letter. ' · 

This letter clearly was i ntended to intimidate Price into retirement 

from military and political life . Manifestly Reynolds wanted to ge t Price 

11 out of the way . n Why Reynolds wished to do this is obscure, but it is 

hard to believe that Reynolds desir~d to drive Price from public life for 

simple reasons of patriotism or to Uphold the reputations of Marmaduke 

and Brigadier-General William L. Cabell, ~oth of whom were Union prisoners . 

Less noble motivations than these were, in all liklihood, of more powerful 

influence in determining Reynold's course . 

First of all, Price, with his friends Snead, Trusten Polk , and E.G. 

Cabell, formed a facticn in Confederate- Missouri politics that was opposed 

to Reynolds . They regarded the Governor as a person who "is likely to 

be a marplot , n and who nassumes to possess and wield autocratic pow ":.rs 

•••• u
10 .Also , Price and Snead were not friendly toward Marmaduke and 

Csbell, as is evidenced by a letter from Snead to.Price in which Snead 

refers to Cabell's ngrumbling" about his rank, and Marmaduke's 11 constant 

intriguing ••• for promotion, 11 of thG nhampering influence of Marmaduke 's 

incompetency," and o"f Price being the nconstant object of the attacks of 

Marmaduke and his fri ends • • • • " 11 

These dislikes and jealousies probably were the underlying causes of 

----gReynolds to Price, December 24, 1864, O. R., I, XLI, Part 4, 1123. 

10Trusten Polk to Snead , August 11, 1864, X,ibid ., Part 2, 1060. Polk 
was a former Governor of Missouri. 

llsnead to Price, July 20, 1864, ibid., Part 2 , 1014-1019. 
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Reynolds's public attack on Price and the privat e blackmail that accompanied 

this attack. The immediate inspiration was the disappointment of Reynolds 

over the results of the raid . Reynplds apparently had hoped to establish 

his government in Missouri; certainly he pretended t hat this was the mai n 

objec tive of the campaign . 12 The failure to capture Jefferson City or 

permanently occupy any portion of the state undoubtedly embittered him 

against Price . Reynolds, it is conjectured , now seized upon the unsuccessful 

outcome of the raid as an opportunity to vent his frustration on Price , 

and to make Price the scapegoat for the failure of the entire expedition . 

Price was not frightened nor deterred by Reynolds ' s threat to "expose'' 

him to Jefferson Davis, and in a letter to Kirby Smith, January 6, 1865, 

r equested a court martial , saying: 

If the charges made in the LR.eynold§} communication are true , 
I am unfit to be intrusted with any command in the Army, and 
action should be had accordingly . If they are untrue, the 
interests of the service as well as justice to myself require 
that my character as an officer should be vindicated . 13 

Four days later, Price issued a "Card" that was printed in the 

Shrevep.ort News: 

In the Texas Republican of the 23d of December , there 
appears a com..m.unication over the signature of one lhos . C. 
Reynolds , who pretends to be, and styles himself in it, the 
Governor of the State of Missouri . 

The conununication purports to defend two gallant and 
distinfll!-ished officers against charges alleged to have to 
been Lsii/ against them, but which I had never heard made by 
either officer or soldier . In reality . it was intended to be 
a violent and malignant attack upon myself , as the officer in 
command of the late expedition to·Missouri . 

So far as the communication pays tribute to the gallant ry 
displayed by the officers and soldiers engaged in that expedition, 

12Reynolds to Price, October 10, 1864, ibid ., Part 3, 1000 . 

l3IQ!.s!., XLVIII , Part 1, 1318. 
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I heartily concur in it. So far as it relates to myself, 
however, I pronounce it to be a tissue of falsehoods. 

Reynolds, in a counter-reply, reasserted his accusations agai nst 

Frie,,, and added some new ones . He closed by stating: "To the Con

federate authorities it belongs to determine whether a truculent 

denial by the accused is, in their system, an acquittal , or whether 

they will take any action on it . n14 

Despite Price's desire for a court martial, Kirby Smith ordered 

a court of inquiry, such as had investigated Van Dorn after Corinth. 15 

Price was reluctant to accept this arrangement, for a court martial , 

though a more serious affair, gave the accused a completely purified 

reputation if he were found guiltless . A court of inquiry, on the 

other hand, was considered by many in the army as a "white-washing 

tribunal,' and 11 it was esteemed a shabby reputation in most eases 

h . ·t . 1 t· nl6 tat required 1 s manipu a i ons . 

The court convened at Shreveport, April 21, 1865 .17 Price 

selected the members of the court, in order to assure himself that he 

would be investigated by impartial and well-qualified men; no one, 

not even his enemies, complained of his choices . Significantly, 

Governor Reynolds refused to testify before the court, and since he 

18 was a civilian, there was no way to require him to do so . 

The court was in session till May 3, when it was ordered to 

Washington, _Arkansas, where it never met tlue to the termination of 

14Edwards, Shelb:y, 474. 
15 O.R., I, XLI , Part 1, 701. 
1t>.Edwards, Shelby, 517. 
17 O.R., I, XLI, Part 1, 702. 
1~dwards, Shelb:z, 517. 



113 

the war . The testimony of the witnesses called before the court, 

all of whom had served with Price 's staff during the raid, brought 

out and definitely established that perhaps never did a general have 

a more imperfect instrument for conducting warfare than the t1armytt 

Price had led into Missouri . This army had had almost no discipline , 

it had been only partially armed, large numbers of its personnel had 

been of the lowest military character, the officers, from regimental 

down, had been incompetents or worse, and many of the failures of the 

campaign would have been eliminated or even turned into successes if 

the army had possessed a proper amount of cohesion and fighting spirit . 

It would not be an exaggeration to state that this whole army was 

characterized and typified by its chief of engineers , a 0 confirmed . 

cripple . 1119 Shelby was right when, in his report on the raid , he 

said: naeneral Price had elements in his command so weak , so helpless , 

so incongruous that no human hand could control them • • • • n20 

The court produced very little evidence, if any, that substan

tiated Reynolds's allegations against Price's conduct of the raid . 

Reynolds's serious strictures of Price ' s personal character were 

never considered by the court, either because t~e existence of the 

court came to an· end before they could be taken up, or because they 

were regarded as obviously false or colored by Reynolds's enmity. 

Price was correct in believing that he had been cleared.
21 

190 .R., I, XLI , Part 1, 702-729 . 

20I21Q•, Part 1, 662 . 

21Ibid ., rart 1, 727-729 . 
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While the court met, the Confederacy fell . Lee, then Johnston 

surrendered, and the Union armies dominated all the South except the 

Trans-Mississippi, and that could not stand long, despite the wild 

dreams of die-hards and chauvinistic romanticists . Confidence in the 

top leadership was gone . Confederate currency was worthless, and 

there was a frenzied scramble for United States · "greenbacks . " The 

morale and discipline of the troops were at a new low; as early as 

February 400 men deserted in one day from Price's division. The 

highways and forests, the swamps and the hills., were infested with 

deserters and recalcitrant conscripts, who often turned into highway

men and robbers. Only the unquenchable speculation in cotton continued 

to thrive . The planting of sorely needed wheat , corn, oats , and 

similar crops was neglected in favor of King Cotton; cotton, that was 

supposed to save the Confederacy, here helped destroy it . Edwards 

afterwards reflected that "starvation might have been a probability 
22 

for the ·army to consider, had the war lasted another year . " 

frice, it would seem, was among those who wished to prolong the 

war to the last extremity. Probably he felt that he ha.d nothing to 

lose, for already he had lost nearly all--his property, his public 

position, and much of his prestige . He joined with others of similar 

tenacity and desperation in a plot to arrest and supplant Kirby Smith 

should he attempt to surrender the Trans-~ssissippi Department to 

the North . This cabal was able to force Smith to resign as head of 

the Trans-Mississippi army, but he kept his authority over the depart

ment . The army had ceased to exist and Smith surrendered the department 

22Edwards, Shelby, 509- 514; Wiley , Johnn:y: Reb, 145 . 
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to the Federal authorities on May 26, 1865 . 

Edwards states that the reason Smith moved the court of inquiry 

to Washington, Arkansas, was to get Price out of Shreveport to a place 

where he could not participate in the above mentioned intrigue . 

Price learned of Smith's scheme and, disobeying his orders to the 

contrary, left Washington and went back to Shreveport . There , 

threatening to use force if resisted , he seized all the papers relating 

to the court of inquiry from S.S. .A.nderson, Smith 1 s adjutant- general , 

and retained them in his own possession .23 Price probably resorted 

to this drastic action out of a desire to have the documents availabl e 

to answer any future attack that might be made on his character and 

capacity as a commander . 

Price was one of those Confederates who , as the South sank in 

defeat , felt that all was finished, and that there was no returning 

to the old home and the old life . And Price did not wish to return . 

He had no desire to go back to Missouri and seek a pardon from the 

government for the part he had played in the war . He had grave 

apprehensions as to the future of the South because of the emancipation 

of the Negro , and he did not regret having takep. up arms in defense 

of Missouri and the South. He decided to go to Mexico and begin a 

new life there .24 

Price , with Magruder , T. C. Hindman, and Trusten Polk, accompanied 

Shelby and a brigade of his cavalry into Mexico . Apparently they 

23Edwards , Shelby, 520- 540 . 

24Simmons , Price , final chapter, no page numbers . 
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had some poorly-conc-ei ved plan of joining the forces of the Emperor 

Ma.ximilian .
25 

Eventually , they and other Confederate exiles established 

a colony at Cordova, where they received large tracts of land at 

easy rates from the Imperial government . Price was one of the 

commissioners appointed by Maximilian ' s government to promote the 

sale and colonization of the land . The colony met with the active 

hostility of the Mexicans , and ultimately it was destroyed by Liberal 

26 troops . Price then l eft Mexico and returned to ~j_ssouri , arriving 

there early in 1867 . He was practically penniless . 

He and his wife resided in St . Louis, wher e he entered the commission 

business . His health had been badly impaired by the war , and on · 

September 29 , 1867, he died of cholera . His funeral was the larges t 

ever held , up to that time , in the city of St . Louis , where he was 

27 
buried. 

2~dwards , Shelby , 549 . 

26J . Fred Rippy , The United States and Mexico, 250 . 

27Simmons, ~ ' 6-8 . 



Chapter X: · "OLD PAP11 PRICE 

( One of the hardest of pr oblems is to evaluate generalship justly. 

In the case of Sterling Price, this problem is complicated by the 

fact that Price rarely had an opportunity to exercise i ndependent 

command, but was usually ser ving with or under some other general. 

In this connection it is worthy of notice that , with the exception 

of Wilson ' s Creek , the battles that Price won , or at least did not 

lose, Lexington and Iuka, were f ought by armies under his sole 

direction . But these victories were balanced by the defea ts at 

Pilot Knob, Westport, Mine Creek, and Newtonia . All of these engage

ments, however, were waged in the course of the same campaign, and 

the la t ter two may be said t o have arisen out of the second disaster , 

which in its turn could be traced back to the first failure . 

The r eally severe defeats of Price ' s military career were at 

Pea Ridge and Corinth, where he was under Van Dorn, and at Helena , 

where he was subordinate to Holmes . In every 9ne of these battles 

whatever successes were gained by the Confederates were won by that 

part of the army led by Price . Of course, Price cannot receive all 

the credit for t his: most of it belongs to his men for the superb 

courage and fighting qualities they qisplayed on those occasions . 

But , t he question can be asked, why did these men fight so well for 

Price? 

All accounts and sources are in unanimous agreement t hat , some

how, Price was able to win and hold the unflagging devotion and trust 

117 
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of his men . William·Elsey Connelley, the Kansas historian, talked 

to many of Price's veterans in the years after the war, and they all 

spoke of "Old Pap11 Price with great and sincere affection, and stated 

that they would rather have died under his leadership than fight 

1 under any other man . nd it is told that if the men of Price ' s 

army were asked what they were cheering about, the reply would be : 

"It is either a rabbit, or General Price moving along the line . ,.2 

Price was innately a kind and gentle man, who took thought of 

the comfort and happiness of his troops, and even those of the enemy. 

ccording to one Union soldier, who served against Price, Union 

prisoners who returned to their lines from Price's army always spoke 

of Price in highly favorable terms, and those who had been sick or 

wounded were especially loud in their praise. · They related that 

Price often visited the hospital wards of the Union wounded, that 

he never failed to inquire closely concerning the treatment they were 

receiving and the food they were getting, and that he would give 

such commands as "Get this man something more to eat , n or, 11 This 

man must have different treatment,u or, "This man must have a different 

d . t tt3 ie . 

Price was fatherly, almost benign, in appearance , Because of 

his size, his handsome features, his silver hair, and his great 

personal bravery, .he would have been a marked and popular man with 

1i1illiam Elsey Connelley, Doniphan's Expedition and the Conquest 
2f ~ Mexico, 45 . 

2stella M. Drumm, ed . , Down _!:he Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico: 
The Diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin, 1846-184? , 118. 

3connelley, Doniphan's Expedition, 45 . 
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any army, and particularly i n an army such as he commanded , in which 

the barriers of rank were not sharply defined or especially rigid . 

Price also sought to maintain the good feeling and morale of his troops . 

In the spring of 1862 a soldier by the name of Absalom Grimes con

ceived the idea of gathering letters from the men in Price's army 

who were from the St . Louis region, taking them through the Federal 

lines to these men's homes, and then return with answering letters . 

He managed to establish a fairly reliable mail service , and Price 

was so impressed by the value of his work and its benefit to the morale 

of his troops that he commissioned Grimes the official mail carrier 

for his army. In addition, the Missouri .Arm;z: Argus , a camp newspaper , 

was published by Price's followers for awbil.e !n 1861- 1862 .4 

It could be charged against Price that he repaid the devotion 

of his men with poor strategy and tactics upon the battlefield . 

Colonel Samuel J . Crawford , who fought against Price at Wilson's 

Creek, Jenkins's Ferry , Westport, and Mine Creek, wrote that Price 

invariably moved his troops into battle piece~meal , a Fegiment , a 

brigade, or a division at a time, and never seemed to be able to 

integrate his units into one effective combination. Price , said 

Crawford , never had nmore than one- third of his force in action at 

one time," and the result was that his army would be 11 slaughtered in 

de tail. n 5 This may well have been so; Edwards , in ref ere nee to 

Jenkins's Ferry, remarked that the C~nfederat es attacked in detail 

4wiley , Johnny Reb , 170, 200 . 

5crawford , Kansas in the Sixties , 133-134, 171. 



120 

6 
and were defeated in detail . Yet, in all the battles named by 

Crawford there were extenuating circumstances . At Wilson ' s Creek 

Price's army was surprised while awaiting orders to march; at Jenkins's 

Ferry his troops had to fight over rough, heavily forested terrain 

in the rain at the end of an exhausting forced march; moreover, Price 

was trying desperately to overtake and bring Steele's army to bay 

before it crossed the Saline . In regard to Westport , Price ' s army 

was nearly surrounded, it was heavily outnumbered , and was fighting 

only to protect its withdrawal • .And at Mine Creek, Price did not 

have time to get his men dismounted , much less concentrate them in 

a well- deployed line of battle . 

In the estimation of Edwards, Price was too old and lacking in 

vigor to be a successful cavalry commander : "Hard as he tried he 

could not handle cavalry . They would get away from him in spite of 

his efforts, or tangle themselves up, or stampede , or fall back 
7 

without fighting, or become demoralized by plunder . 11 This statement 

nmst be compared with other, perhaps less biased , testimony . At the 

court of inquiry Captain T. J . Mackey gave the following answer to 

the question, 11Did General Price dismount the larger portion of his 

troops before battle; and what were his usual dispositions before 

He invariably dismounted the larger portion of his troops . 
His usual dispositions were to form ais line of battle in 
two ranks, dismounted, when with nine brigades , one to be 
kept mounted on each flank , artillerly posted on line of 
battle or on the nearest commanding ground, supports 

6 
Edwards, Shelby , 276 . 

7
~ ., 482 . 
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designated for batteries, reserve of one or two brigades 
at about half or three-fourths of a mile, varying according 
to the character of the ground. 

This method of operations would s.eem to be prudent and effective . 
8 

No one at the court indicated that they thought otherwise . 

Most of the casualties suffered by the various troops under 

Price's comm.and resulted from frontal assaults on strongly intrenched 

Union forces . The instances of this are Corinth, Helena, and Fort 

Davidson. Price hardly can be held responsible for the useless 

carnage of the first two engagements . Unless he was to incur the 

guilt of disobedience on the battlefield, he had no other alternative 

than to send his soldiers against the fortifications of Corinth and 

Helena . The reasons for the attack on Fort Davidson and its failure 

have been explained previously. 

Union officers seemed to have had no particular respect for 

Price's military ability, if silence is evidence . Yet one Union 

officer , Captain J . B. Wheeler, chief engineer of Steele's army, 

refe:r::ed to Price as "one of the most energectie and skillful of the 

· 9 rebel generals ." Grant, however, apparently saw no reason why anyone , 

or at least Rosecrans, should not be able to beat Price whenever the 

opportunity offered itself . Commenting on Rosecrans ' s efforts against 

Price in the Missouri raid of 1864, Grant said that Rosecrans showed 

"to how little purpose a superior force may be used . There is no 

reason why General Rosecrans should not have concentrated his forces 

8 O.R., I, XLI, Part 1, 715 . 

9Ibid . , XXXIV, Part 1, 676 . 



122 

and beaten and driven Price before the latter reached Pilot Knob . 1110 

Add this to Grant's anger over Rosecrans's not realizing his expec

tations at Iuka and Corinth, and Grant's opinion of Price, if he had 

a definite one, is fairly evident . 

The estimations placed on Price by several Confederate historians 

and generals have been cited already. Kirby Smith, soon after the 

Red River-Camden campaigns of 1864, was even more convinced of Price ' s 

incapability: 

General Price's name and popularity would be a ~trong 
element of success in an advance on Missouri , but as he 
is neither capable of organizing , disciplining, nor 
operating an army, he should not be 111t in command of 
the district of an army in the field . 

One suspects that this was not an unprejudiced judgment . Price and 

Smith were on far from friendly terms at the time .12 Furthermore , 

parts of Smith's condemnation of Price are contradicted completely 

by other evidence . Several times during the war Price raised the 

troops under his command to a good state of discipline . Although 

the force he led against Lexington was admitted by one of its members 

to b~ little better than a mob , l3 it should be held in mind that 

t hi s was in the early stage of the war, and that none of the armies 

at that time could stand comparison to Lee ' s army of 1863 , or Sherman ' s 

of 1864. .And no mob , however brave as individuals or devoted to its 

leader, could have made the assault on Corinth with the elan and 

lOibid ., Part 1, 34. 
11smith to Davis, May 5, 1864, ibid., Part 1, 478 . 

12snead to Price , July 20 , 1864, ibid ., XLI , Part 2 , 1017 . 

l3Edwards, Shelby, 43 . 
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determination that Price's men displayed on that October day. .As 

has been noted, so demanding a specialist as Bragg commended those 

men for their excellent drill and order the summer before they hurled 

themselves at the ramparts of Battery Robinett . 

Thomas Snead , naturally, differed from Smith in his view of 

Price's ability as a leader . In a passage near the end of his book, 

The Figh~ for Missouri , he wrote: 

Out of the dust and smoke and out of the din and 
carnage of the battle ~f Wilson 's CreeJfl Sterling Price 
emerged the leader of his people . Never till now had they 
known him. That he was just and upright, that he had been 
a successful general in the war with lvfexico, that he had 
governed Ytlssouri wisely and well for four years, and was 
a man to be trusted at all times and in all circumstances 
they knew; but not till now had they seen him display that 
genius for war which fitted him for the command of great 
armies . Calm, quiet and unimpassioned in the affairs of 
every-day life, and somewhat slow of thought and speech, 
the storm of battle aroused all the faculties of his soul, 
and made him II a hero in the strife . " When friends and 
foes were falling fast around him, and Life and Death waited 
upon his words, then it was that he saw as by intuition 
what was best to be done, and did it on the instant, with 
the calmness of conscious strength, and with all a soldier's 
might . Of danger he seemed to take no note, but he had 
none of that brilliant dash, of that fine frenzy of the 
-i:'ight, which men call gallantry, or he was great rather 
than brilliant . He was wise, too, and serenely brave , 
quick to see, prompt to act, and always right . From this 
time he was loved and trusted by as his soldiers, as no 
Missourian had ever been; and never therea'fter did he lose 
their trust and devotion, for throughout all the long years 
of war--years crowded with victories and defeats--the 
virtues which he displayed that day grew more conspicuous 
all the time, while around them clustered others which 
increased the spl3ndor of these--unselfish devotion to his 
native land, unending care for the men who fought under 
his flag, constancy under defeat , patience under wrongs. 
that were grievoui4 justice toward all men, and kindness 
toward every one . · 

Snead's encomium is high-flown , and reveals his journalistic back-

l4snead, Fight for Missouri , 301-302 . 
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ground, but the fact remains that Price showed a great deal of energy 

and resourcefulness in the campaigning in Missouri in 1861. He was 

determined not to let the state fall to the Federal government, and, 

in spite of many obstacles and heavy odds, put up a brave struggle 

that postponed complete Union control of Missouri £.or almost a year. 

He made the most of his untrained 0 mobtt and by all kinds of makeshifts 

kept it in the field, a constant, worrisome threat to Lyon, Fremont, 

and Halleck. According to a contemporary writer, who observed Price's 

army during this period, he supported his t roops by a system 

• • • not lmown in the •regulations'. He never complains 
of a want of transportation, whether he is about to move 
ten miles or a hundred miles. He pays for what he takes 
in Missouri State sorip. His men go into the cornfield. 
shuck the eorn, shell it, take it to the mill, and bring 
it into camp, ground into meal. Or, · should they have no 
flour, they take the wheat from the staok, thresh it them
selves, or with horses or oxen, and as with the corn, ask 
the aid of a miller to reduce it to flour. Such an army 
can go VJh.ere they please in an agricultural country.15 

Jefferson Davis is supposed to have said once that Price was the 

"most conceited man" he ever met.16 He may well have been, though 

Davis during his lifetime was acquainted with some extremely vain 

persons; he himself was hardly a paragon of virture on this score. 

But if Price were conceited, he seems to have been able to conquer 

the trait, or restrain it. He never received from the Confederate 

government what he could have been justified in feeling was his due~ 

and it must have been obvious to him. that his superiors did not value 

him at all highly. An insta.noe of this was the promotion of Richard 

15snow, Southern Generals. 425-426. 

l6DAB, IX, 167. 
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Taylor to the rank of Lieutenant-General. This was done by Kirby 
\ 

Smith in order that if anything happened to himself , Taylor would 

succeed him as commander . Equal in rank , and ranking Taylor in 

seniority, were Magruder and Price . Kirby Smith thought that it would 

be disastrous if either of them became head of the Trans-Mississippi. 17 

Later , Magruder was promoted to Lieutenant- Gene£al, also , but Price 

remained a Major- General . 

Price was somewhat resentful of the treatment accorded him, 

but accepted it philosophically. In a letter to Thomas Reynolds , 

June 9, 1864, he wrote: 

I have but little encouragement to £orm opinions or plans 
for our future military movements . None have been adopted 
that have been suggested by me . I, however , do not complain . 
Perhaps it was best that they were not adopted; nobody will 
ever know. .And my plans are to attract the less attention 
in the future , for the reason that I am being thrown farther 
from the chief in command by the promotion of my juniors 
over me; but let that be as it may, I shall go on and endeavor 
to discharge my duty to my country, to my command, whatever 
it may be, and to myself . I shall hope to deserve the 
approbation of my country , and if I get it I should surely 
be satisfied . 18 . 

Even Kirby Smith had to speak of the "prompt and unselfish behavior 

of Pricen in sending all his infantry to reinforce Taylor at the time 

of the Red River campaign.19 Price felt that if Smith had not deprived 

him of his infantry, he could have bottled Steele up in Camden and 
20 

rtmade another Lexington affair of it. n 

l7Smith to Taylor , April 12 , 1864, ibid ., XXXIV, Part 1, 531. 

18Ibid ., LIII , 999 . 

19smi th to Taylor , .April 12 , 1864, ibid., XXXIV, Part 1, 531. 

20Price to Reynolds , June 9 , 1864, ~ ., LIII , Part 1 , 999 . 
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The following correspondence between Snead and Price sheds con

siderable light not only on Price's character as a man and a commander, 

but presents an interesting and informative picture of Price's relations 

with Van Dorn. At Tupelo, just prior to the battle of Corinth, Snead 

penned an angry letter of resignation to Price, after having torn up 

several previous ones . He gave these reasons for resigning: 

I had once before • quit the army rather than serve 
under General Van Dorn and his staff . I could not endure 
the incompetency and rashness of the one, nor the inefficiency 
of the others. I could not consent to be any longer the 
instrument in their hands of doing gross in~ustice to the 
~Iissouri and other Trans-Mississippi troops in your division. 
I foresaw that what had happened before was going to happen 
again. I foresaw from the correspondence that was passing 
between you that General Van Dorn, as soon as he got control 
over you, would take away your wagons and .teams and give 
them to his own unprovided troops, unprovided by want of 
his own foresight and the inefficiency and carelessness 
of his officers . I foresaw in the same way that he would 
take away the arms that your foresight had provided for 
your exchanged prisoners . I foresaw that he would, after 
doing this, t ake 2Way your men . As I have already said, 
I nevertheless resolved to remain and endure everything 
for the sake of aiding you and rather than resign in face 
of the enemy. But my anticipations are being realized so 
rapidly that my indignation against General Van Dorn is too 
intense, and my aversion to serve under him too great , to 
permit me to hesitate any longer . You will see from the 
enclosed note that General Van Dorn has invaded your district 
and in the most insulting terms ordered one of his sergeants 
to go, even to your headquarters, and tak~ away , not ask 
for , the arms which are now in the hands of your troqps . 
The same thing will be done with reference to the wagons 
and teams which you have been buying with the bounty money 
sent expressly for the Missouri Army of the West. The same 
thing will be done with the exchanged prisoners , and finally 
with your army . Farseeing all this and being unwilling to 
endure these wrongs and indignities, ·r ask to be relieved 
from duty with the Army of the W~st •••• 

Pr ice replied: 

Major: I desire to express ••• my deep and unfeigned 
regret at your determination, and desire that you do not 
consider it as a censure ·for me to say that I believe every 
Missourian here is i mpressed with feelings corresponding 
with yours, but the military position we at present occupy 
toward the enemy, with an engagement where the odds are 
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heavy against us immediately impending , calls imperatively 
for a sacrifice on my part and that of my army of all that 
we feel to be due to us to secure a victory to our arms 
i n the coming conflict .21 

Long after the war , when time and common defeat had mellowed 

unpleasant memories and made good ones golden, and when all ex- Con

federates were careful and desirous not to write anything but compli

ments of old comrades, except t hose who had "gone over11 to the 

Republican party, Jefferson Davis referred to Price as a man ''ever 

characterized /jiJ magnanimity , self- denial , and humanity . 0 Davis 

spoke highly of Price's patriotism, and said that as a leader 

General Price possessed an extraordinary power to secure 
the pers onal attachment of his troops , and to inspire them 
with a confidence which served in no small degree as a 
substitute for more thorough training. His own enthusiasm 
and entire devotion to the cause he served were infused 
thro~2hout his followers and made them all their country ' s 
own . 

The scene of Sterling Price ' s military career was remote from the 

main arena of the Civil War . It was confined territorially to the 

area·from the Missouri River on the north, to Mississippi in the east, -

to the Kansas border on the west , and the lower portion of Arkansas 

j j . 

to the south.- Within this vast region the Confederate armies were 

poorly equipped, inadequately trained, badly led , and rarely victorious . 

For the greater part of the war Price served under the immediate cormnand 

of other gensrals , none of them of the highest calibre , some of them 

21snead to Price , September 28 , 1862; Price to Snead, October 1 , 
1862 : ibid ., LII, Part 2, 366ff . 

22 Jefferson Davis , The ~ise and Fall of the Confederate Govern-
ment , I , 429 . 
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extremely incompet8nt , and all of them cold or indifferent to the fate 

of Missouri , which was Price ' s original inter8st in the war and his 

perpetual and _primary concern. Sterling Price ' s failures were basicall y 

the failure of the Confederacy in the West . With the exception of 

Taylor ' s defeat of Banks in 1864, Wilson ' s Creek and Lexington were 

the only major and undisputable victories won by the Confederates 

west of the Pri.ssissippi . 
/ . 



APPENDIX 

Price and the O.A.K. 

John A. Logan, in his magnum opus, The Great Conspiracy: Its Origin 

and History., written for the comfort and edification of the G.A.R • ., as

serted, in passing, that Price was the ''ehief Southern commander" of the 

uma.ny-named treasonable organizationtt called the O.A.K. (9rder of ·American 

Knights., Knights of the Golden Circle, etc.).1 · The closest substantiation 

this author could find for Logan's statement was a proclamation dated Octo~ 

ber 1, 1864, from the head of the O.A.K. in Missouri appointfug Price the 

"military commander" of the organization in the state, and calling on all 

of his followers to arise and assist Price's army. 2 Neither George Fort 

Milton nor Wood Gray., in their histories of the Copperhead movement, men

tion Price as the "chief Southern commander" of the O.A.K. or in any simil

iar capacity. Price, of course, was in contact w.i.ththe Copperhead organ

ization in Missouri, and probably elsewhere., as is evidenced by his letter 

of introduction for Mrs. Clark in her strange mission to Richmond. In pre

paring for the raid of 1864 into Missouri, Price placed much reliance on 

the O.A.K.'s of Missouri, both as spies and as a source of recruits. The 

Missouri Copperheads were in close tou~h with Confederate agents. and lmew 

that the raid was coming. They ea.used considerable uneasiness to Rosecrans 

and the Union authorities. 3 Confederate soldiers had contempt for these 

"stay-at-home Southerners."4 

Price and the Guerillas of :Missouri 

Price was much interested in the guerilla bands that operated in Mis-

lJohn A. Logan., The Great Conspiracy: Its Origin and History. 559. 

2o.R., I, XLI, Pa.rt 3, 975-976. 

3Ibid., Part 1, 307-309. 

4Edwards., Shelby, 379. 
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souri throughout the war, and exercised a sort of general supervision over 

their activities. Prioe employed them during his Missouri raid of 1864, 

and many of them were forced to leave the state with him. In a letter to 

Governor Reynolds, June 4, 1863, .Price said that the partisan and guerilla 

warfare carried on in Missouri only brought misery to the people there, 
5 and did not in any way help the Confederate cause. 

Price and Lincoln 

James s. Rollins, Congressman from Columbia, Missouri, wrote Lincoln 
'· 

in August, 1863, and expressed the hope and belief that Price would abandon 

the Confederate cause and return to the Union if assured of a pardon. Rol

lins said that Price had drifted into the Confederacy ucontrary to his bet

ter judgment and his conviction of' duty.u Lincoln responded favorably. 6 

Price and Snead 

Snead served as Price's adjutant-general through most of' the war, 

leaving him only when he refused to be associated with Van Dorn, and when, 

early in 1864, he went to Richmond as a Missouri delegate to the Confederate 

Cong~ess. Snead's absence was inconvenient for Price, f'or Snead developed 

into an excellent staff officer and his experience as a newspaper editor 

before the war was a great help to Price in wr~ting reports and conducting 

correspondence. After the war Price turned all his papers over to Snead, 

and Snead wrote the valuable book and articles so frequently cited in this 

work. Wrote Priee to Snead in 1862: 

I ••• remind you that your intimate connection with my com
mand since the war commenced makes you cognizant of' many facts 

so.R., I, XXII, Part 2, 855. 

6simmons, Price, 92-93. 
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in the past valuable in the future., and y~ur recollection of' 
them is my sole dependence for reference. 

7Price to Snead, October 1, . 1862, O.R., I, LII, Pa.rt 2, 369. 

'· 
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