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ABSTRACT 

Book covers publicize and sell books by portraying meaning to society. Designers know 

that cover image(s), color, title and author, typeface, or a combination of these components grabs 

the readers’ attention to further investigate a book, but it is not known how these elements work 

together. This study seeks to determine what the eye is drawn to in the initial sighting of book 

covers, the importance placed on the design of a cover as a whole, and to find out how readers 

make a choice based on visuals. Specifically, how consumers choose books based on the cover.  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

As a former librarian and long-time avid reader, books have always held a special place 

in my life and are a way for me to learn—not just from textbooks, but from stories like fantasies, 

mysteries, romance novels. Authors have wisdom to impart to society using characters, settings, 

themes, and events. Books are a way for people to connect to a world they might not experience 

otherwise and potentially find a community among others who enjoy the same genre and 

characters. This connection begins with a book’s cover.  

Book covers portray meaning to society and are used to publicize and sell books. It is of 

interest to determine how readers notice book covers because of the image placed on them, their 

title and author, the typeface, or a combination of these components. This gets the readers’ 

attention to further investigate a book, but the goal is to determine what exactly catches their eye 

first or most. Finding what first convinces them to pick up or select certain books besides book 

recommendations would either reinforce the decision of book publishing companies to continue 

being innovative and creative with book covers or add more methods or information to use in 

designing and marketing endeavors. 

This study sought to determine what the eye is drawn to in the initial sighting of book 

covers, the importance placed on the design of a cover as a whole, and to find out how readers 

make a choice based on visuals. Specifically, how consumers choose books based on the cover.  

It was interesting to learn about how persuasive book covers are for consumers and how that 

affects their purchasing decision. This research could aid in the understanding of the revenue 

generated by editions of books and how that can be used to further increase book sales with a 

particular cover design. A potential benefit to human or scientific knowledge, of the 
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psychological nature, could come from the results of researching human impulses and decision-

making that would be studied in this investigation. Bookstores, libraries, schools, and publishers 

each have something to gain from ensuring the outside of a book will draw a reader in so they 

will discover what is on the inside.  

Visual communication methods are becoming increasingly more prevalent and important 

for how society relates to each other and relays messages. Technology from the 20th century 

sparked this, and now visual media is more widely available and less expensive. As a result, 

scholars have been studying visual communication to a greater extent just within the past few 

decades. Scholars are studying visual communication and analyzing and interpreting images 

from a wide variety of perspectives, including: fine arts, news photography, technical/scientific 

graphics, images in advertising, videography, and even images found online.1 

Within the last decade, readership numbers have slightly declined—possibly because of 

how many other forms of media there are that exist to be consumed through internet, streaming 

services, and phone applications. However, eBook readership has increased within this decade 

compared to the beginning of it.2 Book cover designs, in addition to being an attractant, need to 

communicate to readers what could be the content of the book or an overarching theme within 

the story and what they can expect from a novel. Connecting themes and setting the tone or 

 
1 Charles A. Hill. (2009). Visual communication theories. In S. W. Littlejohn, & K. A. Foss (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 

communication theory (Vol. 1, pp. 1003-1005). SAGE Publications, Inc., 

https://www.doi.org/10.4135/9781412959384.n395.  
2 Risa Gelles-Watnick and Andrew Perrin, “Who Doesn't Read Books in America?,” Pew Research Center (Pew 

Research Center, September 21, 2021), https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/09/21/who-doesnt-

read-books-in-america/; Andrew Perrin, “Print Books Continue to Be More Popular than e-Books or 

Audiobooks,” Pew Research Center (Pew Research Center, September 25, 2019), 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/09/25/one-in-five-americans-now-listen-to-audiobooks/ft_19-

09-25_bookreadingformats_print-books-more-popular-e-books-audiobooks/; and Andrew Perrin, “Slightly 

Fewer Americans Are Reading Print Books, New Survey Finds,” Pew Research Center (Pew Research 

Center, May 30, 2020), https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/10/19/slightly-fewer-americans-are-

reading-print-books-new-survey-finds/. 
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mood of a book to its cover can inspire readers’ curiosity to find out what’s inside. Creating and 

utilizing imagery that connects the cover to the contents not only gives that first impression, but 

can attract readers by the cover’s aesthetic and style to convince the reader to want to know 

more. This is what art does—it draws the eye, leads to questions and intrigue, and connects the 

viewer visually to the subject or author. The idea of communication ties in with getting readers’ 

attention but uses that attention to go a step further into cognitive reasoning. If certain colors, 

images, and fonts are on a cover, the reader can determine what the novel might be about or at 

least the genre. This isn’t always done consciously, so designers make sure to read the book 

before creating the cover, because they know it is being judged and understood or 

misunderstood. Covers can even convey the personality, attitude, and spirit of a novel. By 

coming up with a design that will symbolize, represent, reference, and allude to the content, it 

creates a relationship between the title and the reader. This study will attempt to explain how 

visual imagery of book covers communicates meaning and attracts potential readers. 
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CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Attention 

The number of books published each year has grown exponentially. In 2013, over one 

million titles were printed by traditional publishing houses, self-publishers, and other niche 

publishers in the U.S. Just two years later, Amazon’s Kindle database included 3,918,712 e-

books3. Looking at these numbers, it is clear that publishing companies and self-publishers have 

had to get creative when it comes to standing out amongst these millions of books available. 

Marketing departments for publishing companies and self-publishing authors use book cover 

designs more often than any other approach in initially attracting readers. Getting attention and 

attracting potential readers to books is not a new concept; but it has become widely used by 

designers and has climbed to the top of the list of most important tasks to execute when 

preparing a book to be publicized. Of the five aspects of a new book’s release that can influence 

potential readers—the author and publisher’s reputation, how attractive the book cover is, how 

well the cover connects to the content of the book, and what type of book it is, the reputations 

and the book cover have the highest influence on readers.4  

While the cover is not the most important component of a book in itself, it is one of the 

major ways to attract a consumer, draw them in, and lead to them at least looking at a book and 

its synopsis.5 This idea coincides with what Sharon Horsky and Heather Honea call the “all that 

 
3 Arūnas Gudinavičius and Andrius Šuminas, “Choosing a Book by Its Cover: Analysis of a Reader’s Choice,” 

Journal of Documentation 74, no. 2 (2017): pp. 430-446, https://doi.org/10.1108/jd-09-2016-0111. 
4 Gudinavičius and Šuminas, “Choosing a Book by Its Cover,” pp. 430-446. 
5 Shelby Diane Bowers. “Judge a Book by Its Cover: An Exploration of Book Marketing in the Young Adult 

Genre.” repository.arizona.edu. The University of Arizona., January 1, 1970. 

https://repository.arizona.edu/handle/10150/578992; Gudinavičius and Šuminas. “Choosing a Book by Its 

Cover,” 430–46; and Steven A. Knowlton and Lauren N. Hackert, “Value Added: Book Covers Provide 
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glitters is gold effect.” While Horsky and Honea were not focusing on book covers in particular, 

their research in marketing products and how packaging is used to influence consumers 

contributes to the idea of attracting potential consumers or readers by creating appealing outer 

appearances. They determined that the more attractive the packaging, the more positively biased 

and influenced consumers are—even in regards to products with lower quality.6  

Book covers imply content to potential readers using color and art, just like an artist 

conveys an idea to the viewer in their work. Genre can be deduced from a book’s cover as well 

as the story, characters, and price.7 Researchers have been able to explore the connection 

between cover art and book content using eye-tracking equipment. For example, Arūnas 

Gudinavičius and Andrius Šuminas showed participants a sample of eighteen book covers as 

thumbnail sized images that included the title, author, and price and then asked them to make a 

selection of which book they would read and explain their choice. Fifty-four percent of them said 

their choice was based on the title and twenty-five percent—the second most popular option—

said it was the cover that drew them to the book. Younger participants were, on average, more 

attracted by the cover while those in the middle age range made their choice based on the title. 

Children, in fact, use a combination of a book’s summary, title, and cover to select a book for 

reading. The summaries help them make sense of the clues they gleaned from the title and cover 

art.8 An experiment using Texas school children found a book with an outdated and less 

 
Additional Impetus for Academic Library Patrons to Check out Books,” Library Resources & Technical 

Services 59, no. 3 (2015): p. 112, https://doi.org/10.5860/lrts.59n3.112. 
6 Sharon Horsky and Heather Honea, “Do We Judge a Book by Its Cover and a Product by Its Package? How 

Affective Expectations Are Contrasted and Assimilated into the Consumption Experience: ACR,” ACR 

North American Advances, January 1, 1970, http://www.acrwebsite.org/volumes/14357/volumes/v36/NA-

36. 
7 Arūnas Gudinavičius and Andrius Šuminas, “Choosing a Book by Its Cover: Analysis of a Reader’s Choice,” 

Journal of Documentation 74, no. 2 (2017): pp. 430-446, https://doi.org/10.1108/jd-09-2016-0111. 
8 Steven Rinehart et al., “Would I like to Read This Book?: Eighth Graders' Use of Book Cover Clues to Help 

Choose Recreational Reading,” Literacy Research and Instruction 37, no. 4 (1998): pp. 263-280, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19388079809558270. 



 

 6 

 

appealing cover can actually dissuade a child from selecting a book, even if they first liked the 

book’s synopsis. In fact, seventy-six percent of these students were influenced by the books’ 

covers when choosing what to read.9 The gender and grade of these students did not seem to 

matter when it came to their choices; neither did how often they read books.  

Book covers are designed to make a quick impression. A potential reader could be 

browsing or walking past a display of books in a library, bookstore, or website and might easily 

pass by without noticing anything interesting about what could be their new favorite story. Book 

cover designs should visually stand out, impress, and attract a reader by being thought-

provoking, intriguing, or original and connect something about the contents of the book to the 

image. These visual clues communicate to readers what the book could be about and helps the 

reader decide if it interests them or not. First impressions matter, and it is no different for books. 

Publishers use covers that are dramatic, distinctive, or even limited-edition style to reach their 

intended audience. In an attempt to stand out from other books, publishing companies may focus 

on attracting readers by being innovative in designing book covers.10 A book with an outdated 

cover or none at all could cause readers to pass it over for something with a little more flash.  

Libraries and bookstores use displays as a way to show off book covers and draw 

attention to books they want to get checked out or sold. In fact, the book cover is what 

consumers note first when browsing a display table in a bookstore. Because of this, displays are 

also widely used in public libraries to highlight certain themes, events, holidays, or even less 

circulated titles to bring attention to the corresponding books. This works in attracting patrons to 

 
9 Leigh Ann Jones, “The Great Cover-up: Do Kids Judge Books by Their Cover?,” School Library Journal, June 1, 

2007, https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=the-great-cover-up-do-kids-judge-books-by-their-cover. 
10 An entire study looking at innovation and change could be done on book covers and why designers create what 

they did throughout redesigns and new books. The amount of innovation ideas and determining the reasons 

for it is beyond the scope of this thesis and could be covered in a future study. 



 

 7 

 

investigate a book on display and then check it out while removing the dust jacket from library 

books could lead to low check-out numbers. Books that still have the dust jacket, an image, or 

text showing on the cover are read more often.11 Those without dust jackets have shown only a 

fifteen percent increase in circulation, whereas those with dust jackets have been found to show a 

fifty-four percent increase.12 From this, it is clear that publisher-supplied information on book 

covers makes a difference when it comes to getting the attention of library patrons. 

Publishers also recognize that book covers have potential to be used as a display of 

artwork. Original editions or redesigns in modern times are created to not only be read, but 

potentially displayed in shelves, book stores, libraries, and online. Limited editions with new 

artwork are another way to draw collectors in and influence them to buy a series of books or 

stand-alone novels. Readers who enjoy collecting certain novels will be more inclined to make 

those purchases if the outside of their book of choice or an entire collection is unique and 

visually pleasing. Face-out display shelving or display tables that are used in stores and homes is 

a tactic that can catch those collectors’ eyes and allow them to show off the titles they’ve 

acquired.  

Book covers sometimes need to be updated, refreshed, or revitalized to make them 

relevant again, especially in the case of books targeting younger audiences. These redesigns are 

also used to bring attention back to a book that may have otherwise fallen by the wayside or to 

appeal to collectors. When it comes to designing or redesigning book sets or series, maintaining 

consistency and symmetry is a necessity. At times, it was innovative to simplify designs or make 

 
11 Knowlton and Hackert, “Value Added: Book Covers Provide Additional Impetus for Academic Library Patrons to 

Check out Books,” p. 112. 
12 Knowlton and Hackert, “Value Added: Book Covers Provide Additional Impetus for Academic Library Patrons to 

Check out Books,” p. 114. 
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them more cohesive to any previous counterparts or others within a series—this is also done 

when a book series is older, but still going. Publishers might modernize past covers to appeal to 

newer readers.  

Redesigns are particularly important when moving a book to online sales where the cover 

is reduced to a thumbnail size image. Using higher contrast images and brighter images or fonts 

to make a cover easily visible increases the click rate by over a third compared to the original 

design.13 The type of artwork and font can influence readers desire to pick up a book as well. 

Book covers with ornate graphics and vibrant colors are considered more attractive while overly 

simplistic designs are considered the least attractive.14 

2.2 Communication 

Book cover designs, in addition to being an attractant, need to communicate to readers 

what could be the content of the book or an overarching theme within the story and what they 

can expect from a novel. Connecting themes and setting the tone or mood of a book to its cover 

can inspire readers’ curiosity to find out what’s inside. Creating and utilizing imagery that 

connects the cover to the contents not only gives that first impression, but can attract readers by 

the cover’s aesthetic and style to lead the reader to wanting to know more. This is what art 

does—it draws the eye, leads to questions and intrigue, and connects the viewer visually and 

cognitively to the subject or author. In fact, book covers are the initial interaction between the 

book and reader. What makes this complicated is that individual reader/viewer response plays a 

 
13 Christina Schmidt-Stölting, Eva Blömeke, and Michel Clement, “Success Drivers of Fiction Books: An Empirical 

Analysis of Hardcover and Paperback Editions in Germany,” Journal of Media Economics 24, no. 1 

(September 2011): pp. 24-47, https://doi.org/10.1080/08997764.2011.549428. 
14 Schmidt-Stölting et al., “Success Drivers of Fiction Books,” pp. 24-47. 
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role in how a person will interpret an image and text combination they see on book covers.15 

There is a power that image and text, using visual rhetoric and communication, have over what 

the reader sees and thinks without it being a completely conscious act. 

Book cover design takes the reader/viewer into cognitive reasoning. If certain colors, 

images, and fonts are on a cover, the reader can determine what the novel might be about or at 

least the genre. This isn’t always done consciously, so designers make every effort to create a 

design that cannot be misunderstood. Covers can even convey the personality, attitude, and spirit 

of a novel. By coming up with a design that will symbolize, represent, reference, and allude to 

the content, it creates a relationship between the title and the reader. 

It is more difficult to communicate elements or subjects that are taboo, controversial, or 

sensitive in images than in text.16 Words can skirt around the truth or the obvious facts and 

statements, while image has a harder time doing that. Much can be gleaned and assumed from a 

book’s cover—including the title and image and how they work together to give clues as to what 

the content of a book will be. Because the cover is what is seen initially, illustrators and 

publishers also have to consider its appeal and potential for attraction or aversion.  

Like packaging for many other products, book covers give consumers valuable 

information, particularly when they are not familiar with the book. The cover gives direct 

information through the title, drawings, and pictures, and indirect information through the colors 

and other cover material to inform consumers about the book quality and content.17 In short, 

 
15 Megan Brown, “Dwarfism on Display,” Journal of Literary & Cultural Disability Studies 14, no. 2 (2020): pp. 

203-224, https://doi.org/10.3828/jlcds.2020.11. 
16 Jane Sunderland and Mark Mcglashan. “Looking at Picturebook Covers Multimodally: The Case of Two-Mum 

and Two-Dad Picturebooks.” Visual Communication 12, no. 4 (2013): 473–96. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1470357212471474.  
17 Arūnas Gudinavičius and Andrius Šuminas, “Choosing a Book by Its Cover: Analysis of a Reader’s Choice,” 

Journal of Documentation 74, no. 2 (2017): pp. 430-446, https://doi.org/10.1108/jd-09-2016-0111. 
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good book covers can communicate to readers information about the ideas, characters, themes, 

and concepts within stories. 

The process of creating an image for a cover shows that it’s a conversation between 

parties, including the author(s), publisher(s), and artist(s). Using visual aspects to communicate 

and interpret allows readers to define their own understanding of image and text—or, visual 

thinking, which is rooted in visual language. All of this circles back to how visual elements are 

used when potential readers see a book’s cover design to gauge clues and conclude whether or 

not it leads them to investigate the book further.18 

2.3 Research Questions: 

1. How do book covers clue readers in to a book’s genre? 

2. What elements of a book cover attracts consumers? 

3. Why do consumers prefer one book cover over another? 

 

  

 
18 Yehuda Levy-Aldema, “Visual Images on the Covers of Scientific Journals and Books—Needed or 

Decorations?,” Substance Use & Misuse 50, no. 8-9 (2015): pp. 964-967, 

https://doi.org/10.3109/10826084.2015.1021624. 
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CHAPTER 3 

METHODOLOGY 

Focus groups have been used throughout several qualitative studies when it comes to 

visual criteria in order to acquire perspectives on consumer behavior.19 For example, Corso and 

Benassi’s focus group research on antioxidant-rich instant coffee garnered input from a target 

audience to create a product that would visually appeal to them.20 Using this method of 

investigating what an audience sees, garnering their reactions, and encouraging open discussion 

will be the most helpful in this study.  

Overall results from an experiment showed that while the cover is not the most important 

component of a book in itself, it is one of the major ways to attract a consumer, draw them in, 

and lead to them at least looking at a book and its synopsis.21 A focus group conducted by Steven 

D. Rinehart et al. led the researchers to learn that students use a combination of a book’s 

 
19 Krueger, Richard A., and Mary Anne Casey. Focus Groups: A Practical Guide for Applied Research. 5th ed. Los 

Angeles, CA: SAGE, 2015.  

Marinês Corso and Marta Benassi. “Packaging Attributes of Antioxidant-Rich Instant Coffee and Their Influence 

on the Purchase Intent.” Beverages 1, no. 4 (2015): 273–91. https://doi.org/10.3390/beverages1040273.  

Fredrik Fernqvist, Annika Olsson, and Sara Spendrup. “What’s in It for Me? Food Packaging and Consumer 

Responses, a Focus Group Study.” British Food Journal 117, no. 3 (2015): 1122–35. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/bfj-08-2013-0224.  

Robert P. Hamlin, Michael Gin, Fiona Nyhof, and Joe Bogue. “Package Graphic Design Development.” British 

Food Journal 119, no. 9 (2017): 1953–68. https://doi.org/10.1108/bfj-09-2016-0428.  

Skans Kersti Nilsson. “Young Adults in Sweden on Reading Literary Fiction in Print and Electronic Media.” 

CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 18, no. 2 (2016). https://doi.org/10.7771/1481-4374.3140.  

Graham R. Walden. “Focus Group Interviewing in the Library Literature.” Reference Services Review 34, no. 2 

(April 1, 2006): 222–41. https://doi.org/10.1108/00907320610669461. 

Shelby Diane Bowers. “Judge a Book by Its Cover: An Exploration of Book Marketing in the Young Adult Genre.” 

repository.arizona.edu. The University of Arizona., January 1, 1970. 

https://repository.arizona.edu/handle/10150/578992.   
20 Marinês Corso and Marta Benassi. “Packaging Attributes of Antioxidant-Rich Instant Coffee and Their Influence 

on the Purchase Intent.” Beverages 1, no. 4 (2015): 273–91. https://doi.org/10.3390/beverages1040273. 
21 Bowers. “Judge a Book by Its Cover.”  

  Sharon Horsky and Heather Honea, “Do We Judge a Book by Its Cover and a Product by Its Package? How 

Affective Expectations Are Contrasted and Assimilated into the Consumption Experience: ACR,” ACR 

North American Advances, January 1, 1970, http://www.acrwebsite.org/volumes/14357/volumes/v36/NA-

36. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/00907320610669461
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summary, title, and cover to select a book for reading.22 This method proves it would be helpful 

to get input from the target audience themselves about what works for them to get them 

interested and invested. Robert P. Hamlin added to this conversation of inclusion by asking 

participants about what aspects of a product’s package appeals to them and what would make the 

appearance better. Using focus groups for graphic designs on packing leads to improvements on 

how to appeal to consumers and an understanding of what works and what does not.23 

3.1 Methods 

For this study, three focus groups of 8-12 participants each were conducted at the Elliott 

School with COMM 111 students. They were recruited using SONA with a description of the 

study as a way to screen for avid fiction readers who were U.S. citizens, 18 and older, and were 

English speakers. An incentive of class credit was offered upon completion of a focus group. 

Questions asked during each focus group were the same as well as open-ended to encourage 

discussion amongst the participants. Each group was recorded with video and audio then 

transcribed.24 

Covers of fiction books published within the last decade were shown to participants and 

questions about their opinions were asked. Within the fiction genre, subgenres of books were 

included in order to appeal to a wide range of readers such as romance, general fiction, mystery, 

and sci-fi/fantasy. Newer books had a better chance of potentially not being read by some 

participants yet and, because they were current and can be inferred to be keeping up on a trend, 

 
22 Steven Rinehart et al., “Would I like to Read This Book?: Eighth Graders' Use of Book Cover Clues to Help 

Choose Recreational Reading,” Literacy Research and Instruction 37, no. 4 (1998): pp. 263-280, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19388079809558270. 
23 Hamlin et al., “Package Graphic Design Development,” pp. 1953-1968. 
24 See Appendices D, E, and F for full transcripts. Please note that pieces of audio could not be obtained due to 

issues with equipment picking up some of the participants’ comments because of masks being worn for safety 

purposes from the Covid-19 compliance on the university’s campus. The transcription software, Descript, was used 

to aid in the process as well as the researcher’s manual transcription efforts. 
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they were best to use so as to find out if designs being created in the present are actually 

appealing to readers. This led to bestsellers according to votes on Goodreads being used as they 

were indicative of what works already or that were successful in getting attention in some way. 
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CHAPTER 4 

RESULTS 

4.1 Background Information 

Three focus groups were conducted with COMM 111 students. Group One consisted of 

10 participants with, suppositionally, four women and six men; Group Two had 11 with, 

suppositionally, seven women and four men; and Group Three had 11 as well with, 

suppositionally, six women and five men. All meetings were held on the same date (February 15, 

2022) at three separate times of 2:00pm, 4:00pm, and 6:00pm lasting about 60 minutes. 

Participants of the three focus groups conducted were aged approximately 18 to 59 with the total 

number being thirty-two.  

Books used in the focus groups were both purchased new and borrowed from the local 

library. The books were divided into four different genres that consisted of romance, mystery, 

sci-fi/fantasy, and general fiction. Each genre included four books that were shown to each focus 

group in a different order to avoid the recency effect. Once a book was shown by the researcher, 

it was passed around the group for everyone to get a closer look and study the covers. After some 

discussion of each book, participants were asked to vote on which book cover best fit the genre 

and conveyed potential content and theme(s).  

In the romance genre, One Last Stop, The Love Hypothesis, The Spanish Love Deception, 

and People We Meet on Vacation were used. The cover of One Last Stop has pink hues with an 

ombre effect starting light pink at the top and ending in a pink-purple hue at the bottom. The 

author’s name is at the top and the title is taking up the rest of the cover; behind it is a depiction 

of a train/que/subway with a person looking out the door while another is on the platform 

looking in at them. The cover of The Love Hypothesis includes the title at the top with the 
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author’s name in the bottom right corner. Between these are two people in the foreground 

kissing—the woman appears to be kissing the man who has a surprised look on his face. The 

background includes a table holding beakers and test tubes with blues and pinks making up the 

color scheme. Last in the romance genre is The Spanish Love Deception with a pastel orange-

colored background, the author’s name at the bottom, and the title taking up the majority of the 

remaining space. Surrounding the title are elements depicting a man and a woman lacking facial 

characteristics with the man wearing a suit and the woman wearing a skirt and blouse, an 

airplane near the top of the title, and luggage underneath the title. A bright orange color makes 

up the background of People We Meet on Vacation with the author’s name at the top and the title 

taking up the top half of the remaining cover. Under this is a depiction of two people lounging on 

chaises with palm trees bordering the cover; both are wearing sunglasses and casual outfits. 

 

Books used in the mystery genre were The Maidens, The Last Thing He Told Me, The 

Wonder Test, and The Other Black Girl. The cover of The Maidens consists of a black 

background with gold cracks throughout and the head of what could be a Greek statue that 

appears to have been decapitated from the blood at the base of the neck. Covering her eyes is a 

larger crack with the title placed inside over a horizon in the distance. The author’s name is at the 

bottom of the cover. The title of The Last Thing He Told Me takes up most of its cover with the 
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author’s name at the bottom. Making up the background is a vintage-looking photograph of 

water meeting rows of houses. The Wonder Test’s cover is simply a bright blue taking up the 

whole cover with the title in the top half, the author’s name towards the bottom, and the 

righthand side of the cover is a No. 2 pencil—eraser end up—with blood splattered around the 

tip. Lastly, The Other Black Girl, has a drawing of a Black woman’s profile makes up most of 

the cover with her hair taking up the most space underneath the title. The “I” in “Girl” is a 

yellow comb with a fist attached to a red stud that gives the illusion of an earring. At the top is 

the author’s name and the background for the entire cover is blue. 

 

For time’s sake, science-fiction and fantasy were combined into one genre and used 

books that either had fantasy or science-fiction themes. These were She Who Became the Sun, 

From Blood and Ash, Under the Whispering Door, and The Echo Wife. She Who Became the Sun 

takes up most of the cover as the title with the author’s name also placed at the bottom. Making 

up the background is yellow with an orange-colored sun at the top and a black, tattered type of 

flag going through it. Beneath the title is drawn a black horizon with figures on horseback 

holding flags and weapons lined up. In front of them is a lone soldier on horseback also holding 

a weapon. From Blood and Ash has several elements making up the background including what 

appears to be tree roots, red leaves, and an arrow and dagger crossing over these. The title takes 
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up most of the cover with the author’s name placed at the bottom. The third novel is Under the 

Whispering Door. The author’s name is placed at the top and the title is towards the middle of 

the cover. Under the title is a colorful stack of three houses with a vespa sitting in the front yard. 

Behind the stack of houses is a shadowed forest and the profile of a stag in shades of teal-blue. 

Last is The Echo Wife’s cover that has black taking up the background with the author’s name, 

the title, and what looks like a wedding ring all mirroring each other—the author being at the top 

and bottom, the title in the middle, and the ring surrounding the title.  

 

The last genre was general fiction with the titles being Cloud Cuckoo Land, Libertie, 

Beautiful World, Where Are You, and Once There Were Wolves. Cloud Cuckoo Land has a white 

background with the title in the top-middle and author near the bottom. Behind both the title and 

author are a drawing of a book with a blue cover, a cloud, and gold lines. Around the book is 

what appears to be castle spires in gold with bird silhouettes flying to the top right of the spires. 

Libertie’s title is at the top of the cover with the author’s name at the bottom. Taking up the 

background are topical-looking plants, a red parrot, and a yellow monarch with the shadowed 

profile of a women in the middle of it all. A beach and body of water can be seen behind her. 

The cover of Beautiful World, Where Are You has a bright blue-colored background with cutouts 

depicting different elements. In the top right corner is a cutout showing a windowpane with a 
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plant in front of it and a yellow sky and sun outside the window. To the left is a cutout depicting 

a person mostly turned away with a yellow background; next to it is the author’s name. Below 

and to the right of the author is another cutout with a yellow background and another person with 

their back turned. Taking up the bottom half of the cover is the title and to the left of the title is a 

cutout with a yellow background and a drawing of the bottom part of a person’s face and part of 

their torso. The bottom middle of the cover has another cutout with yellow and a partial profile 

of a person. Once There Were Wolves contains an image of a forest as the background with mist 

throughout the trees and a color scheme of browns. The title takes up most of the cover with the 

author’s name placed at the bottom.  

 

4.2 How Book Covers Convey Genre 

Addressing the first research question, how do book covers clue readers in to a book’s 

genre, there were a few criteria they agreed on when discussing each genre among each of the 

three groups. For the romance genre, cursive font styles and pastels and softer color schemes 

were deemed highly important to indicate romance. Additionally, the artwork needed to convey 

romantic elements such as a couple kissing or noticeable tension between any human characters 

portrayed. It helped participants to see a certain tone on romance covers. “And even… the ones 

where they aren't kissing,” said Participant 6 in Group 2, “it seems like they're drawn so that 
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there's some sort of tension between them.” Dark color schemes were looked for in the mystery 

genre along with elements such as blood or a connection to murder as well as anything leaving a 

question to be answered were sought by the groups (i.e., blood splatters on The Maidens and The 

Wonder Test). When it came to sci-fi/fantasy, color schemes were also important, but the groups 

looked for more secondary, bold colors on fantasy novels or greens and yellows for sci-fi novels. 

Medieval-style weaponry included in the artwork was another aspect that tipped off several 

group members that a novel was in the fantasy genre. General fiction novels had more abstract 

criterion, but participants deemed colors, fonts, and elements that tie into something from the 

content or theme of the novel to be important. An appealing color scheme that works well with 

any artistic elements or makes the cover as a whole unique were agreed to be another idea that 

would draw their attention. 

4.3 Group 1 

During the preliminary questions, participants mentioned a preference for more artistic 

elements on book covers instead of realistic-styles—especially of people. The cover of a book 

does sometimes get their attention and could lead to them reading synopses. They read a range of 

genres and some preferred physical books while others preferred reading on a tablet or eBooks.  

4.3.1 Genres 

The first genre shown was romance; the order books were shown: The Love Hypothesis, 

People We Meet on Vacation, The Spanish Love Deception, and One Last Stop. The Love 

Hypothesis and People We Meet on Vacation’s cover style were agreed to be general, but The 

Spanish Love Deception and One Last Stop’s covers were less obvious what the books could be 

about. Participants initially noticed the pastel color scheme used for each cover. Most of the 

artwork reminded participants of middle school age romance books. Participants thought People 
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We Meet on Vacation’s cover elements along with the title could be interpreted as mystery or 

general fiction, but The Love Hypothesis’s cover and title were an important combination 

because, otherwise, the title could be misconstrued as a self-help book. Participants agreed that, 

closeup, the graphics would catch their eye; but, farther away, the colors would get their 

attention. One Last Stop had the most positive reactions with potential content being conveyed 

without being too obvious. 

Next, books from the sci-fi/fantasy genre were shown to the group which included The 

Echo Wife, She Who Became the Sun, Under the Whispering Door, and From Blood and Ash. 

Participants noticed how the title and cover elements for The Echo Wife mirror each other and 

found that symmetry to be interesting. Those same participants added that they prefer minimal 

elements on book covers. She Who Became the Sun also gave the impression of the genre from 

its cover’s elements. Participants inferred that the main character potentially overcomes a war 

and said it reminded them of Disney’s Mulan. The colors and overall image on this cover was 

well-received as a fantasy-style cover. From Blood and Ash’s cover was indicative of the genre 

“without a doubt…it has a medieval sword and an arrow,” said Participant 8, “I can tell…the 

version of what fantasy it’s going to be, like medieval times.” However, participants also agreed 

it looked like a stereotypical fantasy with its title and the graphics.   

Following this was the mystery genre (first shown was The Wonder Test, then The Other 

Black Girl, The Last Thing He Told Me, and, finally, The Maidens); and a book in particular that 

stood out to participants was The Last Thing He Told Me as a mystery novel. Elements on the 

cover “with the title… it almost makes you wonder… what that thing is… and the colors are 

kind of eerie,” said Participant 9. Others agreed they could make inferences about what the novel 

might be about. The color of blue chosen for the background of The Wonder Test did not give 
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participants the impression it belonged in the genre as it was deemed too bright of blue. When 

shown The Maidens, the statue with blood on it stood out to the group as an element of mystery 

and a link to the story. 

The last genre discussed was general fiction which included anything with fictional 

characters and settings that simply did not fit into other genres. Books shown were Beautiful 

World, Where Are You, Cloud Cuckoo Land, Libertie, and Once There Were Wolves. Participants 

liked the gold embossment, graphics, and unique elements of Cloud Cuckoo Land. Discussing 

Libertie, most participants inferred from the cover and title what kind of story could be contained 

in the novel and agreed that it showed more what kind of story it might be. The group’s 

consensus for Once There Were Wolves was that it looked more like a mystery novel than just 

general fiction. 

4.3.2 Bracket Voting Results 

 For romance, we started with the four books: The Love Hypothesis, People We Meet on 

Vacation, The Spanish Love Deception, and One Last Stop. After discussion, the group ruled out 

People We Meet on Vacation and then judged the remaining three. It came down to choosing 

between The Love Hypothesis and One Last Stop with the latter being declared the winner of the 

romance genre for this group. Overall, it met expectations for what this group expected from a 

romance novel’s cover with its pink, pastel color scheme and the graphics telling them what the 

story might be about, which was obviously some sort of love story. 
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 After discussions about the sci-fi/fantasy novels, Under the Whispering Door was voted 

out, especially since it had not really been part of the conversation compared to the other three. 

Once this was ruled out, The Echo Wife was next in getting cut, leaving She Who Became the Sun 

and From Blood and Ash as the final two. The former was voted best for representing the genre 

with its bright colors and graphic elements that gave them an idea that this was going to be a 

fantasy-related story. 

 

 The group voted out The Wonder Test first for the mystery genre and then The Other 

Black Girl. With The Last Thing He Told Me and The Maidens as the final two, it was discussed 

that while The Maidens’ cover did a good job conveying it is a mystery novel, participants felt 

The Last Thing He Told Me fit the genre and gave an idea of the content best with the 
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background giving them an eerie feeling and leaving them wondering what the last thing would 

be.  

 

When it came time to vote in the general fiction genre, Beautiful World, Where Are You 

was eliminated first and the least discussed. Once There Were Wolves was next to be voted out 

since it leaned towards mystery to the participants. Between Cloud Cuckoo Land and Libertie, 

the former was declared the winner not only for its eye-catching elements, but because it 

conveyed something intriguing to the group as to what the story could be about.  

 

4.4 Group 2 

This second group was also asked preliminary questions about their reading habits and 

several participants mentioned that they stuck with certain genres when looking for books to read 
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or went off of recommendations and tended to do more browsing when in a physical bookstore. 

A conversation started about whether or not they noticed book covers while choosing something 

to read and some remembered choosing a copy of a book to read for classes based on the cover 

and if they liked it. Other book cover types that came to mind were “cheesy” romance novels, 

western novels, James Patterson books, and series with matching covers, but most in the group 

agreed they were drawn to covers with more artistic styles and elements.  

4.4.1 Genres 

 The first genre shown was romance; the order books were shown: One Last Stop, The 

Love Hypothesis, The Spanish Love Deception, and People We Meet on Vacation. One Last Stop 

stood out as a romance novel with its pink color scheme and most participants could come up 

with an idea of a storyline. It was also mentioned that The Love Hypothesis’s cover art style fit in 

the romance genre along with its cursive, pink font, making it more romantic. A few participants 

felt the cover reminded them of Tumblr or Wattpad in its style of art (follows a template or 

cliché), but they could all guess the storyline and make inferences from the cover. The Spanish 

Love Deception put the group off as a romance novel even though the title has the word “love” in 

it saying they picked up on more “action” tones from the elements on the cover. The book cover 

with the least romantic style was People We Meet on Vacation, according to the majority of 

participants. The way characters were drawn on some of the book covers gave the impression of 

noticeable tension even without kissing which led the group to categorizing them in romance; 

although, a few in the group said most of these covers looked cliché and they did not want a 

scene depicted on the cover. 

 Mystery novels were discussed next with the order shown being: The Last Thing He Told 

Me, The Maidens, The Other Black Girl, and The Wonder Test. Elements on the cover of The 
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Last Thing He Told Me connected well with the mystery genre according to the group. It was 

decided that this was more mystery with the sky taking up a large part of the cover, the low 

horizon mixed with the title and town, and it gave an impression that perhaps someone went 

missing. When discussing font, Participant 8 said they “really like the font because it seems so 

handwritten. It's like the idea [of the title—told something perhaps in a letter].” Participant 5 also 

liked this cover, but more for the mystery portrayed in the cover, explaining, “…knowing it’s 

mystery, the large sky, a very low horizon makes me think somebody's missing, which fits into 

mystery, for me.”  

The Maidens gave some participants the idea that this novel was about a murder, 

especially with the covered eyes of the statue head, and also brought to mind that this was a 

“high-end” type of mystery (or one focusing on something to do with academia). The last two 

books, The Other Black Girl and The Wonder Test, were met with the most aversion by the 

group. Most agreed that neither of these covers gave an impression they belonged in the mystery 

genre. The Other Black Girl “kind of looks history or political, especially because [of] her 

earrings—the black power fist,” said Participant 7. A navy-blue background was suggested as a 

positive change to the bright blue on the cover of The Wonder Test. The pencil taking up the 

most space and the bright color of the blood didn’t look real enough and diverted from the 

mystery genre.  

 She Who Became the Sun, From Blood and Ash, The Echo Wife, and Under the 

Whispering Door were shown in this order for the sci-fi/fantasy genre. The color scheme 

appealed to the group on She Who Became the Sun; some agreed that it reminded them of the 

movie, Kung Fu Panda. The group could make an inference of the storyline from the cover and 

could conclude that it belonged in the fantasy genre. Participants also mentioned that this cover 
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looked to be in a new wave of fantasy book cover styles and broke the mold of traditional or 

cliché fantasy novels, unlike From Blood and Ash, which the group had seen this style on many 

other fantasy books. Elements on the cover of The Echo Wife were appreciated because of how it 

came together as an echo itself, and the group agreed it belonged in the sci-fi category, especially 

with its green and yellow color scheme. The last novel, Under the Whispering Door, was met 

with opposing views within the group. A few participants decided that it reminded them of the 

same art style and color scheme as the movies, Monster House and Coraline. On the other hand, 

some participants thought that the art style gave them the impression it belonged in an 

elementary or middle grade level instead of being adult-level sci-fi/fantasy.  

 The last genre discussed was general fiction with the order being Cloud Cuckoo Land, 

Libertie, Once There Were Wolves, and Beautiful World, Where Are You. Cloud Cuckoo Land’s 

color scheme was the most liked with blue and shiny gold along with the ornate style of artwork 

leading the majority to agree that it was eye-catching and pretty. The same was concluded about 

Libertie with its font style, colorful artwork, and how it seemed to focus more on the elements of 

the cover than the title and author. However, some participants thought Cloud Cuckoo Land 

could potentially belong in the fantasy genre based on how the elements of the cover came 

together. The cover of Once There Were Wolves drew some participants’ eye with the art giving 

an ominous feeling, while Beautiful World, Where Are You reminded some of the young adult 

humorous novel, It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzini, with its middle-school-style 

artwork.  

4.4.2 Bracket Voting Results 

 When asked what the group would eliminate as not meeting romance genre standards, the 

first to go was People We Meet on Vacation with The Spanish Love Deception following. 
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Majority vote put The Love Hypothesis as the best at conveying the novel is romance over One 

Last Stop. This group liked that The Love Hypothesis used pastels, script font, and graphic 

elements that very clearly indicated that this is a romance novel with the couple depicted kissing. 

 

Once it came time to decide on which mystery novel had the best attributes, The Maidens 

was declared the winner while The Wonder Test was the first to be eliminated and the choice was 

down to The Last Thing He Told Me and The Maidens. This group felt the combination of the 

dark colors, the statue with blood, and the covered eyes on The Maidens gave them hints without 

it being too obvious, which they want on a mystery book cover. 

 

 For the sci-fi/fantasy genre, The Echo Wife was voted out first and then From Blood and 

Ash. She Who Became the Sun ended up being the better cover compared to Under the 
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Whispering Door. The group enjoyed how all the elements came together to catch their eye with 

bold colors and graphics that made them associate it with fantasy. 

 

General fiction started with Once There Were Wolves getting eliminated followed by 

Beautiful World, Where Are You leading to Cloud Cuckoo Land getting voted as the best at 

conveying potential content and themes. The gold and blue colors with the art chosen for this 

cover drew their eye and they thought the designer put a lot of time and effort into creating this 

cover. 

 

4.5 Group 3 

 The third and final group answered the preliminary questions about their reading habits 

first. Some shared that when they were younger, they would choose a book based off the cover 
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and that covers can still get them to take the first step in considering a book while browsing in a 

physical store. When browsing online, participants mentioned the cover can also get their 

attention to read the synopsis of a book.  

4.5.1 Genres 

 Starting with romance, the book order shown was One Last Stop, The Spanish Love 

Deception, The Love Hypothesis, and People We Meet on Vacation. What was initially noticed 

about each cover was the bright or pastel colors used. One participant compared One Last Stop’s 

colors to a romantic makeup palette they might find at Victoria’s Secret (an American specialty 

retailer). Another thing mentioned by this group was while the color palette was appealing, the 

elements of the cover looked like a typical New York City, cliché story. Yet, besides People We 

Meet on Vacation, participants could create a storyline based on the cover of each novel. The 

Spanish Love Deception’s cover gave the impression that it had a vacation or travel aspect to the 

story while the lack of facial characteristics seemed intentional to match the title; and, from the 

facial expressions and background elements depicted on the cover of The Love Hypothesis, 

participants felt like it all was relating to the audience in a way of placing the viewer back in a 

chemistry class with their middle or high school crush. It was also agreed that The Love 

Hypothesis had a cover palette fitting for the romance genre. The cover participants considered 

having the most off-putting elements for the group was People We Meet on Vacation with its 

“aggressive” orange colored background and the impression that it could be romance but could 

also just be a story about two friends on vacation.   

 Following the romance genre was mystery with the order of book shown being The 

Maidens, The Other Black Girl, The Last Thing He Told Me, and The Wonder Test. Something 

that stood out to the group overall was the fonts used on the covers. Elements included on The 
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Maidens’ cover raised questions from the group of who the maidens could be. Participant 11 

mentioned that “it's definitely got a horror feel to it because of the blood on the statue.” 

A few participants stated that The Last Thing He Told Me didn’t fit the genre if the 

criteria were conveying murder and blood on the cover and felt it could be alluding to any kind 

of story. However, The Wonder Test did match this criterion with the blood splatter on the cover 

and most in the group agreed that it would catch their eye even if it gave the least amount of 

information as a whole.  

 The order of books shown in the sci-fi/fantasy genre was She Who Became the Sun, From 

Blood and Ash, Under the Whispering Door, and The Echo Wife. The group agreed that She Who 

Became the Sun got their attention as a fantasy novel and they could speculate as to what the 

content and theme(s) could be. According to Participant 2, it “…got me picturing an actual 

fantasy… you have this warrior woman and this sun behind it. There's this large army. I think 

you know what it’s about…”. Several also mentioned, as a whole, the cover reminded them of 

Disney’s Mulan.  

Participants’ reaction to From Blood and Ash was that they could tell it was a fantasy 

from the elements on the cover, especially the weapons, and, overall, it made them think of a 

story featuring assassins. When it came to reactions for Under the Whispering Door, the group 

thought elements of the book cover were leaning more towards juvenile themes but would still 

put it in sci-fi/fantasy. The Echo Wife was the one that ended up not fitting for this group and 

gave them more of a mystery impression.   

The last genre being general fiction was shown in this order: Beautiful World, Where Are 

You, Cloud Cuckoo Land, Libertie, and Once There Were Wolves. The book cover that stood out 

most for this group was Cloud Cuckoo Land with the elements coming together to give 
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participants an idea of utopian themes contained in the novel while the simple color scheme and 

gold embossment drew their eye. The other book that stood out to the group was Libertie. 

Several participants agreed that the plants and floral elements surrounding the woman’s 

silhouette gave them the impression that the story could be centered on her being in a forest.  

4.5.2 Bracket Voting Results 

 During discussion of the romance novels, People We Meet on Vacation was voted by the 

group as the least fitting in the genre. One Last Stop was voted out next leaving it between The 

Spanish Love Deception and The Love Hypothesis; the former was declared the winner for this 

group. This group felt that The Spanish Love Deception had elements that made them think of an 

exciting, romantic story with its pastel color scheme and the human characters depicted lacking 

facial features, which connected to the deception part of the title.  

 

For the mystery genre, The Other Black Girl was eliminated first, leaving The Maidens, 

The Last Thing He Told Me, and The Wonder Test. It got down to a decision between The 

Maidens and The Wonder Test with The Maidens voted as best fitting for the mystery genre. This 

group had a similar reaction as Group 2 pointing out the combination of the dark colors, the 

statue with blood, and the covered eyes on The Maidens made them wonder who the maiden 

could be and gave them a feeling of horror in the content. 
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 The Echo Wife was the first to go for the sci-fi/fantasy genre followed by Under the 

Whispering Door. When it was down to She Who Became the Sun and From Blood and Ash, the 

group ended up deciding that From Blood and Ash fit the genre best since it had medieval 

weaponry on the cover and other graphic elements gave them an idea that there are mythical 

creatures within the content of the story. 

 

Discussions of general fiction led to Once There Were Wolves being voted out first. 

Libertie was next and then Beautiful World, Where Are You, declaring Cloud Cuckoo Land as the 

winner of best conveying content and theme(s). Like the other two groups, this one was drawn to 

the gold and blue color palette and the graphics on the cover. They were able to come up with an 
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idea that the story could have something to do with a Utopian civilization. It made them want to 

investigate the novel. 

 

4.6 Elements of Covers That Attract Attention 

What elements of a book cover attract consumers, the second research question, can be 

answered by any of seven standards. The first is the color scheme of a cover. For romance, 

pastels and pink colors were noticed and it was mentioned that colors can attract readers from a 

distance. “I feel like it was… One Last Stop [that stood out],” said Participant 2 from Group 3. 

“It had the right colors for it…if you look at a makeup palette, [such as] a romance one from 

Victoria’s Secret…it's mainly made up of those colors… that just says a lot of things to the 

reader….” Another example was She Who Became the Sun from the sci-fi/fantasy genre. With its 

use of more secondary colors such as bright yellow, “it pops out at you,” said Participant 3 from 

Group 1. The contrast of colors with yellows and oranges was noted for getting their attention. 

More participants, especially from Group 2, pointed out that the colors reminded them of the 

Disney animated movie, Mulan. 

The Maidens stood out as mystery with its black background as did The Wonder Test 

with its blue background making the blood stand out. Flashy elements such as embossment or 
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using shine or metallic ink is another attractant. Several participants from all three groups noted 

that the gold and blue color palette of Cloud Cuckoo Land drew their eyes and Participant 6 from 

Group 3 summarized that “its gold is a very attractive color”. 

Artwork is the second standard since graphics can garner interest for readers in a closer 

setting. “I find the covers with an artistic painting on it a lot more interesting than [for example] 

a James Patterson one,” said Participant 8 from Group 2. “It's just the same.” Participant 5 from 

Group 2 appreciated that the general fiction novel, Libertie, “focuses more on the art of the 

cover, not the title and the author.” 

Looking at The Love Hypothesis, participants thought the elements made it interesting to 

look at. “I also like the little science beakers in the back. I feel that’s a very niche interest and if 

you're a woman in STEM, that could be good,” said Participant 8 from Group 2. Participant 2 

from Group three observed if romance covers were lacking an aspect such as people kissing that 

it would be missing their attention-getter.  

In the mystery genre, the artwork for The Last Thing He Told Me intrigued participants 

with one stating that with the town being so small with the sky taking up most of the cover, it 

gave them the feeling of something being hidden. Another aspect that struck participants as 

important was the eyes on the statue’s head being covered for The Maidens. One participant 

likened this to being censored and it made them wonder why this could be so. 

Artwork can also run the risk of deterring readers if the graphics do not match the 

intended audience’s age, such as when it looks what can be considered juvenile. When it came to 

Under the Whispering Door, the cover confused several participants with some agreeing that “it 

does give more an elementary vibe….” Participant 6 from Group 2 stated that, “if I saw a little 

kid reading it, I wouldn’t think twice.” 
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Fonts, symmetry, and unique designs (or avoiding cliches) are three more criterion the 

groups placed importance on for what draws them in. The romance genre had the most 

discussion on font styles for all three groups, but this was noticed when that element struck them 

as what they associate with the genre, such as cursive fonts on The Love Hypothesis and The 

Spanish Love Deception. When it came to the novel, People We Meet on Vacation, several 

participants in Group 3 agreed that there wasn’t a big enough difference between font types.  

Getting into an interest in symmetry, this was exemplified best in The Echo Wife’s cover.  

“The balance… the symmetry… it also forms an interesting shape…which is why I kind of 

thought it was…sci-fi,” said Participant 10 from Group 1. Even if most concluded that they 

couldn’t guess any content or theme from the cover, the elements working together to form that 

balance drew their eye to this cover. Another example of symmetry was shown on The Love 

Hypothesis. Participant 8 from Group 2 like that, “it’s cohesive… I didn't have to read the back 

[for the synopsis].” 

Avoiding cliches with designs not only helped a cover stand out to participants but also 

made them think that time and expertise was applied to covers that were unique to them. “She 

Who Became the Sun, I get it,” said Participant 8 from Group 2. “It’s so pretty. And I feel like I 

would Instagram that one.” Another design with a consensus as being “pretty” was Cloud 

Cuckoo Land with its graphics and colors.  

A mystery genre novel of note with its originality was The Maidens. “The first time I saw 

The Maidens… it didn't really appeal to me,” explained Participant 2 from Group 3. “… I just 

looked at it in disgust… it just really made me want to turn my eyes away. But, [it] leaves you 

wanting to know something…who is the maiden?” 
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Then, there were those that participants classified as cheesy or following a template. “I 

feel like… From Blood and Ash… follows a very stereotypical…fantasy book kind of thing with 

its title and its graphics,” said Participant 8 from Group 1. Many felt that From Blood and Ash’s 

elements on the cover was something they had seen on so many other fantasy books’ covers. “It's 

generic,” Participant 4 from Group 1 pointed out, “and not something that makes it stand out.” 

Another cover groups took issue with was the artwork on Beautiful World, Where Are You that 

seemed boring and seen too often on other covers. “[It] kind of looks like not the most well 

thought out [and] looks bland and generic,” Participant 6 from Group 1 stated with several in 

agreement. 

The last two standards focus on connection. A connection or link to something within a 

novel’s content or theme leads a reader to draw conclusions from the cover and can lead them to 

investigate the book further. Looking at The Spanish Love Deception, Participant 1 from Group 3 

could guestimate that there’s a vacation aspect since “there's luggage and there's a plane, so you 

think maybe they met somewhere [or] they traveled somewhere.” Participant 9 from the same 

group followed that with an observation of “the thing I like about it is I feel like they kind of did 

this on purpose… the deception part and the fact that they didn't plant any facial characteristics 

on them. They almost seem like one of them maybe lied about who they really were.” However, 

when it came to elements on People We Meet on Vacation, several participants agree that the 

orange-colored background was too “aggressive” and Participant 8 from Group 8 thought “…it 

could be a love story or it could just be like, ‘I'm just going on vacation with my best friend.’” 

A connection to another work that is familiar is the other aspect mentioned by the groups. 

To reiterate, She Who Became the Sun reminded several participants of the movie, Mulan. A few 

participants in each group connected the cover of The Last Thing He Told Me to John Green 
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novels (a young adult author)—implying that his book covers’ art follows a certain format—and 

mentioned it could lead them to pick up the book for investigation since it reminded them of 

something they already have experience with. Cloud Cuckoo Land’s cover was compared to 

another work’s when Participant 10 from Group 1 stated that “just the name and the idea…it 

looks Wrinkle in Time-esque.” A downside to connecting to something previously experienced is 

when it reminds readers of a work they did not enjoy. For example, Participant 7 from Group 3 

thought “The Other Black Girl looks like really old books I had to read… in a high school 

English course… it doesn't seem like it would be a mystery. It seems like it would be more 

[general fiction].” From their experience and association, this design actually made them 

question this novel’s genre. 

4.7 Book Cover Preferences 

The last research question sought to answer why consumers might prefer one book cover 

over another. From the responses and criterion established for how a book’s cover fits into a 

genre and how it can attract potential readers, it can be deduced that color schemes and fonts 

matching and fitting within the genre a book is labeled as helps the reader in what they can 

expect. Participants thought that the bright colors on The Wonder Test were eye-catching.  

Readers potentially use preconceived notions of what elements fit within a genre, so a 

preference for covers that establish a connection to the content or theme of a book was 

considered highly important for the groups. “I feel like if there's something on the cover that's 

kind of simple and might allude to something that might be going on [in the book], I feel like… 

that kind of gives you an idea of what's going to happen,” said Participant 9 from Group 1.  

Participants appreciated when covers were open to interpretation as something to interest 

them without being too obvious. Some stated that all the elements on The Love Hypothesis were 
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overcrowding the cover and not allowing for them to draw much of their own conclusions. On 

the opposite end of that opinion, Participant 1 from Group said they “would pick up She Who 

Became the Sun” because they got a strong feeling of “…fantasy [and] kind of know what you're 

getting from that book.” 

The final aspect of preference was artwork that reflects the age group being targeted with 

book covers. This was mentioned by participants as a way to keep a book from being dismissed 

by a reader who might immediately think they won’t be interested or the book does not apply to 

them. It was pointed out by many participants that Under the Whispering Door made them 

unsure what the age range was for that novel. Covers with elements that came across as too 

juvenile were almost immediately ruled out as fitting the genre since every novel was supposed 

to be adult fiction. 
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CHAPTER 5 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Book publishers should continue being creative with design elements, but need to take 

into consideration what readers expect to find on covers in certain genres. This will help not only 

in getting readers’ attention but also connect them to the themes or content of a novel. 

Bookstores and libraries can use book covers to their advantage as well since they are an initial 

form of communicating to a potential reader and work as the frontline in drawing attention.  

Since color schemes were among the first aspects noticed by the groups, colors attracting 

from far away could be taken into consideration of how books are displayed in bookstores and 

libraries. Romance novels need softer colors and fonts to help the reader associate it with the 

genre. Artwork garnering interest up close could be focused on for online browsing since 

potential readers would be closer to the images or could zoom in to enlarge them. 

Fonts seemed most significant when it came to romance and general fiction genres. Cursive and 

handwritten font styles with love notes and romantic themed products are associated most often 

with romance novels while general fiction novels being more simplistic with font styles led to 

more attention being paid to the artwork and images. People notice several aspects of book 

covers, but how each individual element works together is what keeps them interested. 

Overall, it comes down to the tone and how a book cover’s elements “set the scene” to 

convey potential genre and content of a novel. It didn’t completely matter what genre was shown 

to the participants—what their preference was or whether they wanted to further investigate the 

novel—it mattered to them what information they could glean from the cover. As many can 

relate, they did not want their time and money wasted on a book that could end up disappointing 

them. So, using clues from a cover and what it might tell them about what is inside, participants 
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wanted to be intrigued and connect to something familiar based on the fonts, color schemes, and 

graphics.  

5.1 Limitations 

There are three main limitations to this study. The first is that the sample size was limited 

both in number and diversity. In total, the study had thirty-six participants who were attending 

the same college in the Midwest. Something of note was that they mainly consisted of young, 

first and second-year-aged college students. While they were volunteers, this audience was 

limited in demographics, size, and investment in this particular study since they needed it for a 

class credit. 

The method used to gain insight from participants, while giving the ability to allow for 

in-depth discussion, can be listed as a second limitation. Methods such as surveys have a 

potential of allowing more time to think and respond to questions and could have been used in 

tandem with the focus groups. A third more significant issue was that the equipment used for this 

focus group did not pick up audio well enough for everyone to be heard clearly. This was 

especially a problem for anyone farthest away from the microphone since they cannot be heard 

in the recordings. This recording issue was caused by masks being worn due to Covid-19 safety 

precautions which muffled voices. Time constraints would not allow for another round of focus 

groups to be conducted and each group could only be held for one hour. 

5.2 Future Research 

It would be interesting for a future study to use the same books as this one but with a 

different audience consisting of older adults who are at least in their mid-twenties and up, 

perhaps outside of a college campus. Since the demographic consisted mainly of younger 

students who were also required to complete readings for other classes, having people who are 
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no longer in college could widen the scope of responses. These could be readers who have more 

time for leisurely reading, making them an audience that would be useful to reach for book-

marketing purposes. 

Studying shoppers in bookstores would be another useful addition to this conversation. 

This could be executed by asking willing participants to answer questions about their book-

buying habits, what they’re looking for at that particular time, why they’re choosing the books 

they are, and then simply observing people as they go about the store and browse. Being in a 

live, immediate setting with an opportunity to interact with people in an environment they are 

choosing to be in could result in significantly different responses than a focus group. 

One more idea that would have been not only interesting but entertaining is using eye-

tracking equipment as the mode of study. This could be done in a bookstore setting in which 

participants wear mobile eye-tracking devices to show what they are drawn to and what they see. 

If not in a store setting, this could also take place at a computer with images shown to 

participants in order to find out what they look at initially and most often. 
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APPENDIX A 

DESCRIPTION IN SONA STUDY 

My focus is on book covers and how they communicate to potential readers the content 

or theme of a book. I want to find out what you consider to be important when you look at 

products, specifically books. 

That said, I’m looking for participants for a few focus groups. It shouldn’t take more than 

60 to 75 minutes of your time. And it’ll be fun, I promise! We get to talk about books (only those 

published in the U.S. for brevity’s sake), so if you enjoy reading fiction and want to share your 

opinions on how books are “packaged”, we’ll have a blast. 

  



 

 48 

 

APPENDIX B 

FOCUS GROUP SCRIPT 

Focus Group Plan 

Materials: New books published within past decade in different genres including General Fiction, 

Fantasy/Sci-fi, Romance, and Mystery. 

1) What is the last novel you read? 

2) Describe briefly how you chose this novel to read. 

3) What genres and sub-genres of fiction novels do you generally read? 

4) Contemporary Fiction, Fantasy, Sci-Fi, Mystery, Romance, Other 

5) Do you enjoy browsing books displayed in libraries and bookstores that have nothing to do 

with what you’re looking for, but still capture your interest? 

6) When was the last time you browsed in a bookstore? 

7) The last time you browsed in a bookstore, did you buy something?  

8) If yes, have briefly describe what led them to make this purchase 

9) The last time you browsed online, did you buy a book, eBook, or audiobook? 

10) If yes, have briefly describe what led them to make this purchase 

11) What would you say most often leads you to purchase or read a book? 

12) Author, cover, synopsis, ratings, price, other 

13) When browsing in a bookstore or online, how likely are you to buy a book based on the 

cover? 

14) Can you list one or more books that you have purchased whose cover is memorable to you? 

• I will now show you books of various genres and cover art and then we are going to talk 

about each.  

• For each book: 

i) Is an image, scene, or minimalistic cover more appealing, in your opinion? Why? 

ii) Do you prefer minimal graphics or ornate graphics on book covers? Why? 

iii) What do you think the book’s genre is? How can you tell? 

iv) Can you glean the contents, gist, or tone of the book based on the cover? How can 

you tell? 

v) What themes would you guess are contained within the story based on the cover? 

How can you tell? 

vi) Based off just the cover—would you pick up this book to find out more? 

vii) Would you read this book based on what you see? 

viii) Do you think color or image content draws your attention most? Why? 
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APPENDIX C 

FOCUS GROUP SESSION AND VOTING BRACKET 

1. I had another GTA assist me with this part once I asked preliminary questions. A bracket 

was drawn with the titles on the outside divided by genre. 

2. As I showed the group book covers in one genre, they voted out one book, then another, 

until we got down to one book. We repeated this for the rest of the genres. As we did this, 

I asked them questions about how and why they made the decisions they made. 

3. Once we got down to one book per genre, I asked them questions about what made each 

book cover the best representative of the genre and how or if it would lead them to pick 

up the book to read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Figure 1: An Example of What the Bracket Used 
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APPENDIX D 

FOCUS GROUP 1 VIDEO TRANSCRIPT 

[00:00:00] Moderator: [00:01:00] Logistical things to go over first, before we jump into the 

actual things so us research associates see it. This is not going to be for anything, except for 

[00:02:00] basically to be able to look back and remember what everybody said. And you should 

have pens also, if you could pass, [00:03:00] those around. 

[00:03:47] Moderator: So first off just about myself. I'm Kristina. I am doing my thesis on book 

covers and how they are used as communication tools [00:04:00] to garner interest in books as 

the first basically thing that people see on a book. But I'm very, very much appreciate you all 

being here. Letting me kind of pick your brains on just what you initially react to in regards to 

what I'll show you and just what you think about book covers in general. 

[00:04:27] Moderator: So right, so I'm going to first just go over some things. If you have never 

done a focus group before. Just some things to keep in mind. So I just want this to be like a 

conversation I'm not, I'm not interrogating you, . I want you all to just speak your minds. 

Whether that is directly to me or that is amongst each other, I don't care. 

[00:04:59] Moderator: [00:05:00] Just, I just want to hear from everybody what you think, what 

you see. There also is no wrong answer. So I just want your thoughts and yeah. So if also, if you 

are on the quiet side and if I, you know, call you out on, on, just asking you a question or 

something, I'm not trying to pick on you, I'm just trying to get your thoughts. 

[00:05:24] Moderator: So I don't want anybody to feel like they're put on the spot, but I just want 

your opinion. So and like I said, we are recording. No names are used in the reports and I'm 

going to be the only one really watching it just once again. So I can go back over anything that I 

may have missed. Okay. And this should last about an hour, so we'll have you sign the consent 

form.[00:06:00]  

[00:06:00] Moderator: And are you all good with being recorded? Cool. Great. Okay. Any 

questions about, about what I've covered? Well, I first want to ask you all is just what elements 

of a book cover attract you. Have you, have you really ever studied a book cover or looked at, 

you know, if you're browsing online or shopping even in a store or you're at the library, have you 

ever noticed a book because 

[00:06:49] Participant 8: Yeah, just firstly, I don't know why I don't. I just don't like when they 

put like real people on the covers or they have like the faces on the covers, I like turns me off in 

terms of [00:07:00] wanting to read the book that I do. Like when they use like art elements that 

are like drawn or like. 



 

 51 

 

[00:07:10] Participant 9: I feel like I'm kind of the same way. Like I feel like also there's just like 

a lot going on that doesn't have anything to do with what the book might actually be about. I feel 

like if there's something on the cover, that's kind of simple and like might allude to something 

that might be going on. I feel like, cause that kind of gives you like an idea of like what's going 

to happen. 

[00:07:30] Moderator: Okay. So can anyone tell me, just what was the last book you all 

read[00:08:00]  

[00:08:00] Participant 3: Mine was a complicated love story set in space.  

[00:08:02] Moderator: Is that the title of it? 

[00:08:04] Participant 3: Is 

[00:08:15] Participant 7: the last book I read was The Great Gatsby.  

[00:08:43] Participant 5: [inaudible] 

[00:08:45] Participant 5: Cause it's not fun [Wattpad]. A lot of broken English. [00:09:00] I hate 

it sometimes you understand it or you don't. And I don't care but some people do. Stuff's kind of 

cool  

[00:09:09] Moderator: Yeah they don't have an editor yet, so your [inaudible] stream of 

consciousness almost there. Okay. So when you were thinking about reading these, like what, 

how did you choose to read them? Was it through any recommendations or because you had to, it 

was required? 

[00:09:46] Moderator: [inaudible] 

[00:09:46] Participant 5: [inaudible] professional editor, the author of the book, just 

professionalism. I respect how [00:10:00] [inaudible] 

[00:10:11] Moderator: Definitely. When a movie comes out, you see the book cover change just 

I used to work in libraries and anytime that there's a movie out they're all gonna read the book 

now. What the okawhat genres or sub genres do you guys typically go for? 

[00:10:50] Participant 8: I used to be huge into fantasy, but now it's like, I got older and I'm like, 

these books aren't that good? So I like a [00:11:00] guilty pleasure. 

[00:11:15] Moderator: All right. Okay. So whenever you are looking into books, just where 

exactly are you most often getting the books from? Are you buying them online? Are you going 

to bookstore, library, friends, anything that 
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[00:11:36] Participant 4: I like secondhand ones just cause that like the bookssnow it's like old, 

it's like theyy got that smell.  

[00:11:49] Participant 2: I've actually learned that I really liked reading those on iPad just cause 

like it's a bigger screen and I'm like, it's less that I have to like focus on because if I have a 

[00:12:00] book with just a lot of words that are like, I mean on two pages, I don't know why. 

[00:12:04] Participant 2: Like I just tend to like, not, he is interested. Lose focus, I guess. So it's 

like on one page and it's like bigger words that I can focus on. Definitely. I don't know. It just 

like makes it easier, faster than typing it. [inaudible] 

[00:12:23] Participant 9: I just buy them through Amazon.  

[00:12:26] Participant 10: So your library on like a phone app and I could just borrow it from 

there. I'll do that. So I'm like, let's do two or, you know, it's Libby 

[00:12:48] Moderator: okay. So how often would you all say you go [00:13:00] to the bookstore 

library online to just kind of, you know, browse or. Like looking for a book. How often do you 

guys [inaudible] you do go to the physical bookstore,  

[00:13:27] Participant 3: it's kind of random for me I guess. I just kind of feel like it so I do it 

[00:13:35] Participant 2: [inaudible] finished for a couple of books, then I'll go back because I 

think it's like I have to finish it.  

[00:13:59] Moderator: [00:14:00] So, okay. So some of you like the physical book, some of you 

like eBooks. Or do you feel strongly one way or another? We need to like see the book or in your 

hand or in a store orget a better idea. Whether you're in the store or library. 

[00:14:30] Participant 5: ...prefer physical books [inaudible] if I get a text message [inaudible] it 

throws me off 

[00:14:45] Participant 5: I have to commit to it. Otherwise I will not be reading. 

[00:14:51] Participant 8: It's not physically in my hand. I'm like, read it out, like the screen or 

something. I feel like it's like school work. That's like, I don't really want to do it, but 

yeah.[00:15:00]  

[00:15:09] Participant 7: Yeah, it feels like we haven't both because like it's just once I, and stuff 

it's like late or something, you could just have a little trade paperback, but I mostly just get 

ebooks because it's easier. So, yeah. It's not like I would prefer to have paper books, but also like, 

as a college kid or I don't really have for a bunch of books that are out. 
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[00:15:31] Moderator: Yes. Okay. So when you are finding books, do you, do you all tend to just 

kind of wander either an online library bookstore? Or do you have just like always set focused, 

like to look around and see what catches your eye? Yeah.[00:16:00]  

[00:16:05] Participant 4: Yeah. I also offer up, but anytime I like go to Barnes and Noble I 

always go to the young adult section or I always had, and I've never really branched out much.  

[00:16:16] Moderator: Okay. Okay. Right. And then whenever, whenever you're just browsing 

how likely, if you just kinda think back to last, last time you browsed but how likely do you 

think it is that you either at least picked up the book, maybe you bought it or checked it out or 

whatever, based on how it looked the cover. 

[00:16:45] Moderator: Do you remember the cover catching your eyes first?  

[00:16:53] Participant 7: Library it's like covered over. [00:17:00] [inaudible] 

[00:17:01] Moderator: Like the title. Okay.  

[00:17:06] Participant 8: And usually the cover is similar reason. I like read the little inside part. 

So it's like a really big factor for that. 

[00:17:14] Participant 10: I think it's not true. I like looking at ones that I've been wanting to get, 

or like I looked at the back cover, but if I'm going to a book store, I'll be looking at the actual 

front cover. 

[00:17:25] Participant 10: So I don't go to bookstore as much. But yeah, I do notice that more 

looking at book, cover the  

[00:17:31] Moderator: they do a lot more facing in bookstores. Okay. So we get to, well, I guess, 

but all right, so I'm going to have Anika just kind of... So what we're going to do 

[00:17:57] Moderator: If you don't have to explain [00:18:00] to me, that's fine. But we're 

basically going to, I'm going to show you four book covers in four genres. We're just going to 

start with one genre then just work our way through the genres but I'm going to show you four 

book covers. And then I'm going to just ask some questions about them and then eventually I'm 

gonna have you kind of start eliminating books that you don't feel like really match. 

[00:18:27] Moderator: The genre or content and then you decide on the winner of each genre. So 

so I can also pass them around. You all can see, but. All right. Just think about starting romance. 

So this, this title [00:19:00] love hypothesis, and first kind of wants to look at it and kind of start 

figuring out what maybe this book could be about and kind of start thinking about romance, 

novels, kind of what you associate with that drama, sort of pass these around so you guys can 

actually take a look. 
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[00:19:33] Moderator: Just a heads up, by the way, if it looks a little weird. I have them like this 

because some of these are from the libraries trying to make them all look the same, but okay then 

this next one. People we meet on vacation. So I'm also not going to tell you just what exactly 

these books are about. If you have read them, if you've read any of these that's okay.[00:20:00]  

[00:20:00] Moderator: But I tried to go as new as possible, just so [inaudible]. But just kind of 

look at the, mostly the front, cause that's what you would see, maybe this is fine. If you want to 

you know, you notice 

[00:20:28] Moderator: love deception. I want you guys to also think about just any trends you 

notice amongst these four books and then kind of anything else you've seen indicating romance 

novels 

[00:20:50] Moderator: these are also adult romance. So consider that if you're used to YA willing 

to [00:21:00] of start thinking of just what you notice about these 

[00:21:47] Moderator: Okay. So is there an image or there a scene on the cover [00:22:00] that 

really appeals to you? 

[00:22:11] Moderator: The graphics or the colors, or, what did you notice first  

[00:22:21] Participant 5: art styles? Colors? 

[00:22:37] Participant 5: [inaudible] 

[00:22:52] Participant 5: Yeah.[00:23:00]  

[00:23:06] Moderator: Yeah. Yeah. So, okay. If you look at these and think of romance are there 

any that are sorry do all of these, make you think of a romance story? When you look at them 

[00:23:37] Participant 10: Except vacation 

[00:23:46] Participant 9: yeah. So I think the title of people we meet on vacation can also be self-

help [00:24:00] or mystery 

[00:24:03] Moderator: so just from these covers if you just saw them in the store library, 

wherever you go do you think just by looking at these, you tell what the story might be. 

[00:24:26] Moderator: I don't think you're going to give me a whole summary. I just mean like 

this might be about  
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[00:24:33] Participant 8: like very general, like especially the vacation one in the love 

hypothesis. I feel maybe more honest to me be like this very general, but the last two are less 

obvious to me what it might be about. Okay. 

[00:24:51] Participant 5: You feel like it's cover is important otherwise. So that sounds like a 

self-help book.[00:25:00]  

[00:25:00] Moderator: Okay. That's good. Okay. So if you were looking for romance novel, i 

know not everybody reads that, not just, if you were, and you saw any of these in the store, when 

you pick it up. 

[00:25:31] Moderator: So, okay. So for my yeses, why would you pick any of these up to read or 

just to find out what's in it?  

[00:25:42] Participant 4: Something different? I guess that's why I picked up the space. I was out 

of my section[00:26:00]  

[00:26:10] Participant 4: [inaudible] 

[00:26:14] Moderator: the, what. 

[00:26:18] Moderator: Okay. Okay. So for my notes, what's I think  

[00:26:25] Participant 3: the art style kind of makes me think it's just going to be your standard 

[00:26:38] Participant 8: Yeah, they just remind me of things like romance books that I read in 

middle school, which like, I'm not opposed to reading romance books now, but not the type that I 

would read.  

[00:26:49] Participant 10: Yeah. Plus serious other like a one that might actually be talking more 

[00:27:00] seriously about romance. It'd be like colors or like. 

[00:27:14] Moderator: Oh, okay. 

[00:27:19] Moderator: Okay. So kind of a last question just about these covers, but do you think 

colors or the actual graphics, the image content, which of those do you think kind of draws your 

eye more 

[00:27:48] Participant 10: far away? Colors, close up graphics, but if I'm like far away. Okay. 

Yeah.[00:28:00]  
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[00:28:18] Moderator: Okay. So, all right, so we're going to do the whole like elimination thing, 

which one of these are you just like, not, not attracting me not, or like, I don't even think there's a 

romance or just don't think if it's in the genre which one would you kind of like kick out? 

[00:28:54] Moderator: All right. So looking at just these three.[00:29:00]  

[00:29:03] Moderator: What would you eliminate next or how much? It just doesn't seem to fit 

the genre as well as the others. What doesn't go 

[00:29:25] Participant 6: love perception? I feel like it's romancey it's just like, I just like the one 

last stop one 

[00:29:34] Moderator: take a we'll take a vote alright, so for elimination, like get it out of here. 

One last stop. Okay. 

[00:29:49] Moderator: Okay. Okay. So getting this one. 

[00:29:58] Moderator: Okay. [00:30:00] So. Just looking at these, looking at these, which one do 

you think would be 

[00:30:18] Moderator: awful to display on a shelf to talk about? To get. 

[00:30:31] Moderator: Okay. Right. So if you're looking at this and I passed around, but what do 

you think the story might be about within that?  

[00:30:45] Participant 9: It just looks like two people, like from different worlds. It's like all the 

way it just looks. 

[00:30:59] Participant 5: Okay. [00:31:00] This guy came in from out of town 

[00:31:12] Participant 5: on vacation. 

[00:31:21] Participant 8: I like, because it's like ambiguous, I guess it does kinda play on. Like I 

think, you know, one is sleeping on a plane. 

[00:31:38] Moderator: Okay. Awesome. Any other things to say about this or this? 

[00:31:48] Participant 7: This looks cheesy. 

[00:31:59] Participant 9: [00:32:00] too much 

[00:32:25] Participant 10: the other, one's more like a serious i guess.  
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[00:32:28] Moderator: So, okay. Awesome. Very good. So we're now going to. sci-fi fantasy. I'm 

sorry. I combined these just for brevity's sake i, otherwise, if we had more time, I would separate 

them. But so, but 

[00:32:59] Moderator: all [00:33:00] alright, so first one. 

[00:33:03] Moderator: she who became the sun remember to keep an eye on what you notice 

about the cover the graphics and the colors all that jazz under the whispering . 

[00:33:32] Moderator: sorry. Can you change the genre to sci-fi fantasy[00:34:00]  

[00:34:00] Moderator: matches. 

[00:34:10] Moderator: What's standing out for you guys books. 

[00:34:38] Moderator: Yeah. 

[00:34:45] Moderator: [ 

[00:34:45] Moderator: Okay. Yeah. So can you tell which ones might be leaning more towards 

fantasy?[00:35:00]  

[00:35:09] Moderator: No. Sorry. What genre do you think, 

[00:35:16] Moderator: do you think it's still in the like fantasy range  

[00:35:23] Participant 8: without a doubt? 

[00:35:38] Participant 8: I don't know why. 

[00:35:43] Participant 8: Can't definitely say 

[00:35:47] Participant 8: like horseback stuff like horses, 

[00:35:56] Moderator: so, okay. So out of the four, what, [00:36:00] are there any certain colors 

or images that are kind of standing out or have drawn your eyes more than catching your eye? 

What about it?  

[00:36:21] Participant 4: Well, secondary colors will probably be a little bit of a big slate. It's like 

pop sends you 
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[00:36:33] Participant 7: the version of what fantasy it's going to be. Okay. 

[00:36:45] Participant 8: I think it's interesting that some of them are upside down, like the words 

[00:36:54] Participant 10: right. Yeah. Just like the symmetry, [00:37:00] like it also forms like 

interesting shape, which is why I kind of thought it was like sci-fi but yeah.  

[00:37:11] Moderator: Okay. So from these can you kind of tell what just what the genre would 

be though? Like if you just saw them even not necessarily on a shelf... [inaudible] that's the, 

[00:37:33] Moderator: okay. So Just based off of how they look would you pick up any of these 

to investigate what might be, if you're [inaudible][00:38:00]  

[00:38:01] Participant 7: pretty much. It didn't really seem like sci-fi fantasy 

[00:38:18] Participant 7: it just seems like, I mean, I like minimal, but I don't even know what 

that one's going to. might be a wife in there 

[00:38:33] Moderator: Okay. So do you think, what do you think is working better for these, the 

actual graphics? Like the images or the colors, or just the combination  

[00:38:50] Participant 8: working together? I feel like the blood and ash one follows a very 

stereotypical, like fancy book kind of thing with its title. [00:39:00] Right. It's a model that 

works. 

[00:39:06] Moderator: Okay. So elimination time. What's one 

[00:39:17] Moderator: all right. It's definitely a. 

[00:39:31] Participant 1: Yeah, it's [inaudible] 

[00:39:37] Participant 1: spelled yeah. With the beyond. 

[00:39:43] Moderator: So it's, it's [inaudible] okay. So which one would you pass on amongst 

[00:40:00] these  

[00:40:06] Moderator: okay. Okay. Great. Again. Eliminate echo wife, hands up 

[00:40:30] Moderator: blood and ash 

[00:40:38] Moderator: echo wife is the loser. 
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[00:40:50] Moderator: Okay, so just from 

[00:40:55] Moderator: alright what do you think [00:41:00] would be something in this book 

you.  

[00:41:05] Participant 7: Maybe some kind of story characters, anything in this there's a fire. It 

was fire. 

[00:41:20] Participant 7: swords. Or arrows. It's not, so yeah, it's a season  

[00:41:29] Participant 4: and it' s probably the main character just overcoming the war. 

[00:41:34] Moderator: Yeah. Okay. That's basically, if you like, you like those things, those 

elements of your, your fantasy novels would you just, if you were looking for a fantasy book to 

read, would you investigate this further based off of just the looking at it?[00:42:00]  

[00:42:02] Participant 4: That's something that makes it stand out  

[00:42:05] Moderator: okay. So this one, can you just looking at it, kinda get me hints from what 

just might be in the story at all? 

[00:42:31] Participant 4: I don't know. It just displays a different [inaudible]. 

[00:42:44] Participant 10: So it's big sun circle, like the Japanese flag. So it sounds like some sort 

of like Japanese example. I think, I can't really tell from the cover like, [00:43:00] yeah. So it 

looks like it's getting and to see what this process is.  

[00:43:12] Moderator: Okay. So which one would we this, or which one would you actually 

between these, if you had a choice between these two, which one would you pick up to read? 

[00:43:35] Moderator: So do you prefer whenever you're looking at book covers, you'll prefer or 

minimalistic graphics and colors and styles to perform more, or do you have a preference or 

[00:43:55] Participant 10: easier to recognize? See when [00:44:00] it's more 

[00:44:05] Participant 10: graphics and images on covers, like 

[00:44:29] Participant 10: painting a picture of [inaudible] 

[00:44:36] Moderator: the horses, and the sun, okay now we get to do a mystery 
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[00:44:55] Moderator: and I say mystery just [00:45:00] so I think they'll know there are 

different kinds of mystery writers, so there's the thrillers, the suspense, psychological, all that 

stuff. So try to some, some of those. But, or at first one we're going to look at is the wonder test. 

[00:45:32] Moderator: That is the other black girl. 

[00:45:52] Moderator: The last thing he told me. 

[00:45:59] Moderator: [00:46:00] So yeah start thinking of just that mystery genre, maybe what 

you've seen before, what you imagined a book would look like that belongs in the mystery genre. 

The maidens 

[00:46:26] Moderator: okay. It's look at these. 

[00:46:32] Moderator: mystery genre[00:47:00]  

[00:47:24] Participant 10: The title, the statue decapitated 

[00:47:34] Participant 8: that one reminds of a John Green cover a lot of things. 

[00:47:49] Moderator: So is there anything about these books that are standing out to you with 

the covers[00:48:00]  

[00:48:01] Moderator: that's a mystery genre, 

[00:48:07] Participant 5: the last thing he told me 

[00:48:17] Participant 5: yeah. 

[00:48:26] Moderator: Okay. All right. So is there anything about these covers that you're you 

like that they did sign it in the mystery section or you're looking for mysteries with any of these 

appeal to you?  

[00:48:52] Participant 10: Like this one, because it like covers the eye. So it's like, kind of like 

reminds me of those. Like, what's almost like [00:49:00] censoring someone's face or something. 

I was like, that's interesting. Also like how the statue, like has blood on it? How would it statue 

have blood it stands out. 

[00:49:23] Moderator: Yeah, so, all right. What do you think, like if you saw these genre is there 

any kinds of this trend you're picking up on with any of these? Do they seem like they all have 

anything or are they just different 
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[00:49:55] Participant 4: common? It's like just the two of them books. Couple more, so, 

[00:50:00]  

[00:50:00] Moderator: okay. So then, so, all right. So taking that, like, kind of out of, out of your 

thought process, but if you looked at these then individually, Would you think any of these are in 

mystery or  

[00:50:20] Participant 7: especially the wonder test, the one that says there's a pencil and blood, 

but the blue, black background 

[00:50:46] Moderator: So, but if you were looking for a mystery book, would you pick any of 

these up? 

[00:50:59] Participant 8: I [00:51:00] don't know. I just feel, I guess, with the title. It almost 

makes you wonder, like what that thing is or like, yeah. Yeah. 

[00:51:13] Moderator: Right. So we'll do one of these what'd you say? Just say no to the mystery. 

[00:51:31] Participant 8: Yeah. Well, I like that one because it, I think it covers subverts the 

expectation and the blood and you're like, oh my God. 

[00:51:53] Participant 7: I wouldn't be[00:52:00]  

[00:52:03] Participant 8: I just don't feel terribly strongly about any of them.  

[00:52:13] Moderator: Well, okay. What would definitely eliminate now.  

[00:52:17] Participant 7: the wonder test  

[00:52:22] Moderator: for the elimination of the water test? raise your hands. Okay. What about 

the other blackgirl?  

[00:52:31] Participant 7: Just doesn't seem at least the other one.  

[00:52:38] Moderator: Last thing he told me. 

[00:52:45] Moderator: Okay. 

[00:52:49] Moderator: All right. So this is 

[00:52:54] Moderator: okay. So then[00:53:00]  
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[00:53:01] Moderator: which one is also just not really what you would associate with a mystery, 

[00:53:22] Moderator: right. So what do you think this might be about? Or just waiting because 

in this mystery novel, 

[00:53:43] Moderator: Yeah. 

[00:53:51] Participant 10: Like the last thing he told me, like, it's like a mystery radio, totally like 

a long journey.  

[00:53:57] Moderator: What the information [00:54:00] about what might happen. 

[00:54:19] Moderator: okay. So which one best. 

[00:54:33] Moderator: Okay. Okay. And if you saw this and you were interested in a mystery 

novel would you. 

[00:54:51] Participant 8: Okay. I just love that guy, Fieri salt.[00:55:00]  

[00:55:04] Participant 8: All right. 

[00:55:15] Moderator: We'll see. So this is just general fiction. and It's just a fiction novel that 

doesn't necessarily belong. Any specific, 

[00:55:42] Moderator: beautiworld where are [00:56:00] you 

[00:56:05] Moderator: yeah. 

[00:56:13] Moderator: Liberty, 

[00:56:21] Moderator: right. 

[00:56:48] Moderator: The spectrum, but I just, I mean, it's not good at that part, but I chose 

these books because they, won [00:57:00] voter choice on good reads and books that a lot of 

people really. 

[00:57:25] Moderator: Okay. So while you're looking at use or is there anything on these covers 

that's standing out to you?  

[00:57:36] Participant 7: Liberty looks cool.[00:58:00]  
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[00:58:03] Participant 7: they're not really giving you an idea of what to do to upstate the first 

one. Just. But the graphics or the colors? 

[00:58:20] Participant 7: [inaudible] 

[00:58:31] Moderator: Yeah. Okay. So 

[00:58:37] Moderator: Do you think they belong? It's a little weird to say but do you think they 

belong in general fiction 

[00:58:49] Participant 10: but then it says wolves so it's like 

[00:58:54] Participant 10: no mystery. It's like mysterious.[00:59:00]  

[00:59:07] Moderator: Yeah. Do you think any of these will go and romance or fantasy 

[00:59:24] Moderator: okay. 

[00:59:32] Moderator: Yeah. Okay. So if you saw these what, are there any certain things that 

are really drawing your eye about these?  

[00:59:46] Participant 4: I really like the gold on cloud.[01:00:00]  

[01:00:09] Participant 4: Satisfying. 

[01:00:12] Participant 4: Oh, really? 

[01:00:25] Participant 4: That's really fantastic. 

[01:00:33] Moderator: Okay. All right. So if you were looking for just a fiction novel to read, 

would any of these make you associate with just that? If you're just like, I just want to read 

something that.[01:01:00]  

[01:01:02] Moderator: Yeah. Okay. Would any of these stand out to you on a shelf or online or 

in store 

[01:01:15] Moderator: and whether you saw it on like a computer screen or in person 

[01:01:22] Moderator: doesn't like all the things going on. Okay. So this elimination round 

mostly just because I'm just gonna ask if you had to pick one of these eliminate, would it be 

because. The cover just isn't matching up with the title or maybe because it just doesn't seem like 
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they did a good job matching what might be the content of the story with cover [01:02:00] 

images. 

[01:02:01] Moderator: Publishers sort of figured out that more so than they belong in a genre. 

Like how well did they tie in the title and the cover and just what you think it might be about. 

[01:02:27] Participant 7: people, it kind of looks like the most well thought out. They just kind of 

like[01:03:00]  

[01:03:03] Moderator: But if you had to choose one that you were like, it could have a better 

one's not as good as the others. 

[01:03:13] Participant 6: I mean, it's cool that like out of these three. 

[01:03:20] Moderator: Okay. 

[01:03:28] Moderator: so what do you think might be in this book?  

[01:03:34] Participant 5: Fictional floats, 

[01:03:44] Moderator: right? And then what do you think. This might be about just based off of 

[01:03:57] Participant 8: like freeing herself in some sort of,[01:04:00]  

[01:04:03] Participant 4: we have a freed slave because like, she was like, oh, you know, the 

whole 

[01:04:35] Moderator: All right. So which one between these two, which one do you think does a 

better job of conveying? Just that, that combination of the title, the images, the colors, potential, 

storyline 

[01:04:54] Participant 5: depictions of[01:05:00]  

[01:05:14] Participant 5: I feel like the Liberty shows probably more about the story of my, I 

might just do like a separate it's like a whole book about, 

[01:05:27] Moderator: okay, well, all right. Let's do show of hands which all four. Yes. To all the 

way we can for small talk. That was the other two. When 

[01:05:49] Moderator: are you guys about Liberty? Ah,[01:06:00]  

[01:06:10] Moderator: okay. So declaring this one, 
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[01:06:19] Moderator: mostly just cause of like, 

[01:06:24] Moderator: I also might have something in it that could be cool, but okay. 

[01:06:35] Moderator: All right. Those were all books. 

[01:06:49] Moderator: Okay.[01:07:00]  

[01:07:02] Moderator: Yeah, 

[01:07:05] Moderator: what's in this, 

[01:07:10] Moderator: if they follow 

[01:07:17] Moderator: what's been in the book, the title, images, graphics, books, 

[01:07:30] Moderator: any, any more thoughts about these books or, 

[01:07:43] Moderator: oh, that is. 

[01:07:51] Moderator: Well, thank you all for coming here and sharing all your thoughts and 

help me with[01:08:00]  

[01:08:11] Moderator: yeah, 

[01:08:18] Moderator: I have that. 
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APPENDIX E 

FOCUS GROUP 2 VIDEO TRANSCRIPT 

[00:00:00] Moderator: All right, so real quick though, in front of you, you're going to see a form 

to fill out. It is just, you. 

[00:00:33] Moderator: We are recording audio and visual, but that is just for me. Basically, so I 

can look back on anything if I need to, during thesis. So it's just me. And then whenever I 

actually write my thesis, [00:01:00] you guys are not going to be listed or descriptors or 

anything. I would just be using like maybe a quote from you or something, but nothing else. 

[00:01:14] Moderator: So what that form is about Do you have questions about that. 

[00:01:40] Moderator: It's like [inaudible] 

[00:01:47] Moderator: okay, well, I am, I am Kristina and I am a graduate student in the 

department and I am doing a thesis to get my masters and my study is [00:02:00] about book 

covers and how they're used as communication tools and marketing tools to kind of garner 

interest. Initially that's what they, they first see when you're looking at a book. 

[00:02:14] Moderator: So basically what I'm going to do is just ask you questions about your 

book buying habits or browsing habits. And then I will show you actual books and just get more 

of your opinions on all of those books. And while we do that, doing kind of like a. Like a March 

madness. I did kind of thing where you're like voting to eliminate until we get down to the best 

book per genre. 

[00:02:46] Moderator: But I'll explain more about that later. Okay. So real quick and I'll just go 

over some logistical things. So for anyone who has never been part of a focus group, [00:03:00] 

Explain a couple of things. So first off I, I just want to make sure you all know this is just a 

conversational format. I'm not necessarily interviewing you or. 

[00:03:18] Moderator: I'm not interrogating you if you lean more on the quiet side, that is okay 

but I do want to hear everybody's opinions and observations. So if I just, haven't heard from you 

in a bit, I may call you like calling you, but I'm not trying to pick on you. I just, I want to hear 

your thoughts. So just information on that. 

[00:03:44] Moderator: And also there are no wrong answers. I just want. Opinions observations, 

initial reactions. So don't worry about being wrong. I'm just trying to get perspectives from all of 

you. [00:04:00] And also since this is more conversational, you can respond to each other, do not 

respond to me. If, if you agree with anybody or you disagree with anybody that is perfectly fine, 

feel free to. 
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[00:04:15] Moderator: Well conversations. Since I only get you guys for about an hour and 15 

minutes I don't want it to go too long. So if it, I'm not trying to cut anybody off, I just want to 

make sure I get answers. So also oh, that was the other thing. If you get all. There are markers 

kind of around the table. If you go right on a little dry erase boards and then just face it towards 

me just so I can see everybody's name. 

[00:04:56] Moderator: All right. So part of my study is just [00:05:00] finding out what elements 

of book covers attract potential readers. And just if it's a, a big factor in how you choose books, 

pick up books. So I'm just kind of want to go around the room first and just ask, like what, what's 

the last novel that you read?  

[00:05:23] Participant 7: It has a picture of the whole hotel, the Stanley Hotel. 

[00:05:38] Participant 8: I don't really read, but the book I have read three times, 1984, 

[00:05:57] Participant 8: I just started with [00:06:00] [inaudible] 

[00:06:00] Participant 3: a book I've read several times is the great gatsby 

[00:06:05] Participant 10: the party is over. So political, 

[00:06:11] Participant 6: I read a book called sacred romance. It's a spiritual book. 

[00:06:17] Participant 4: [inaudible] it was Ender's Game .  

[00:06:33] Moderator: Did you watch the movie?  

[00:06:34] Participant 4: I actually watched the movie first earth? 

[00:06:53] Moderator: Okay. So just thinking about books that you have read. Why [00:07:00] 

did you choose to read them? Was that just because you had to or because it was recommended? 

Looking for a book to read. 

[00:07:14] Participant 8: Usually I go for genre first and then once I, I like young adult fiction. 

Once I find the genre, I go from the cover, obviously. 

[00:07:24] Participant 8: So I don't know. I like when covers are cheeky like, like with young 

adult fiction, once you get a lot of like shirtless guys and stuff. And like, I like when they don't 

have that on the cover.  

[00:07:40] Participant 5: I usually just go based off recommendations, 
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[00:07:43] Participant 9: I go by genre and then [00:08:00] anything by Stephen King 

[00:08:06] Participant 10: I kind of go by reputation 

[00:08:09] Participant 11: A lot [inaudible] writing, helping people become better writers. 

[00:08:21] Moderator: [inaudible] It's like, do you, do you all tend to, whenever you're looking 

for a book, right. Do you tend to go about getting a book by just browsing books for online 

library? Do you do more, like, just kind of browsing, like open-minded like, I'll just find 

something that peaks my interest or are you just like, Nope. I just want this book and then I'm 

just. 

[00:08:52] Moderator: [inaudible] 

[00:08:55] Moderator: Sure. Do [00:09:00] you, do you find you do more browsing in a physical 

bookstore, buy books, online  

[00:09:11] Participant 10: it's the in-person experience. 

[00:09:18] Participant 6: When I get books based off recommendations, I just did them online 

usually, but I mean, I'll go to libraries too sometimes and just browse.  

[00:09:28] Participant 8: Barnes and Noble 

[00:09:39] Participant 11: Like, you know, the physical store, I think it's, sometimes it's more 

overwhelming because you're reading, you know, it's stuff that it's not really comfortable per se 

versus doing it online. 

[00:09:56] Moderator: Okay. So whether you [00:10:00] go online or in person have you noticed. 

Anytime that you pick out a book, if it was because of the cover. Like, even if you just picked it 

up to see what was inside, was that because of the cover or if you clicked on it to find out the 

synopsis, because the cover looked interesting or cool or whatever 

[00:10:29] Moderator: What about even like covers of books that you've like, had to read it like 

for school or something? Did you, did you look at the cover and you're like, why do we have to 

read this or [inaudible]? 

[00:10:47] Participant 8: At least the ones I always got it would just be the title. 

[00:10:50] Participant 6: at my high school. They always had different copies. So I would 

specifically take out cover that [00:11:00] I liked. 
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[00:11:03] Moderator: Okay. So you mentioned like, you know, the Stephen King, you 

remember what the shining looks like. Can you think of specific books or authors or anything 

whose covers just stand out in your mind?  

[00:11:26] Participant 9: I think the only genre or I can't think of any specific authors, I 

definitely have. Cheesy like romance pretty much just porn for like the ladies. 

[00:11:39] Participant 8: Those all have the same cover for different people. And that's the one 

that is the most similar and like westerns a lot of old Western, pretty much the exact same cover. 

Yeah, no, I like the [inaudible]. Look at it. You just know what you're getting.[00:12:00]  

[00:12:07] Participant 8: I guess I like the artistic painting on it a lot more interesting than like a 

James Patterson where it's just like a figure. 

[00:12:18] Participant 7: I think it's intriguing, when like a series has like matching covers, like 

they're different, but they go together. Yes. 

[00:12:40] Participant 7: Twilight 

[00:12:45] Moderator: Well, what's up of high school. Bad, like in that specific layout? Yeah. 

Okay. So thinking about books, think of all like covered. I'm going to [00:13:00] have helped me 

out with this, but I start doing the, like the judgment, the covers. So like I said, I'm just going to 

go by genre. So we're gonna start with just books that are considered it to be in the romance 

genre and all these books some of them. 

[00:13:26] Moderator: So firstly, just telling you this, because some of them will have like that 

plastic protective cover so that we're not [inaudible] little library because I didn't want to buy all 

the books. So I'm just ignore it. But and also these books that I've chosen were had like the 

highest votes on goodreads. 

[00:13:47] Moderator: So that's kind of why I even picked them out. But Just just, if you're 

wondering why I chose these, it's just isn't that. All right. So I'm going to [00:14:00] do is pass 

them around, take a look at them, and then I'll ask you questions about okay. Just be thinking. 

We'll flesh out what you associate with romance genre, romance books. 

[00:14:17] Moderator: Yeah, the first one is one last stop 

[00:14:26] Moderator: Since 

[00:14:40] Moderator: yeah. 

[00:14:40] Moderator: think about forming an opinion [00:15:00] of the image or images, 

graphics, colors, title, and then maybe how it all fits together to what might be the content would 
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be both the book. I'm not expecting this to come up with a synopsis on your own, but just what 

stands out  

[00:15:55] Participant 10: are we only looking at mostly yeah. Kind of concentrate more on 

[00:16:00] the front cover, right? 

[00:16:02] Moderator: Mostly just cause. So cause like read all the back covers, but and they 

kinda look at the spine too. Cause I heard those are also what you're seeing most of the time 

you're going to see you know, whether you're mostly, yeah, the bookstore or the library. It's a 

little, obviously different, but. 

[00:16:34] Moderator: Okay. So as you looked at these, is there anything truly forgotten? Wow, I 

forgot. Sorry. Terrible hostess. there are cookies and ther are drinks in the fridge, like water, 

sodas, Qudon't [00:17:00] know. No, I think, I think I can tell that there's something oatmeal 

[00:17:15] Moderator: okay, okay, so do any three image scene. Graphic colors that are standing 

out to you, appealing to you about these  

[00:17:31] Participant 5: vacations. [people we meet on vacation] it's bright 

[00:17:38] Participant 8: Yeah, it is bright. one last stop i love this one.  

[00:17:46] Participant 6: I like the love hypothesis 

[00:17:51] Participant 6: the art styles the art style, and then the font I feel fits better for a 

romance novel than [00:18:00] the other ones font of the title.  

[00:18:05] Participant 8: I like the spine of the pink one, because it just seems the most I saw in 

the most intricate, cause the other one has like leaves on there. I don't know something about 

that. I feel like I would pick that one up more 

[00:18:15] Moderator: Okay. Okay. So if you look, if you were just happened to pop any of these 

novels, do they tell you that they belong in romance? 

[00:18:36] Participant 6: I don't know about the people we've met on vacation. Make it a very 

strong romance than the other ones I'd say. Yeah.  

[00:18:47] Moderator: Okay. So the other ones are, they what's making them  

[00:18:55] Moderator: [inaudible] 
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[00:18:58] Moderator: and [00:19:00] that's why like yeah, if you're still on, based off of just the 

title. Definitely. So do you think like the, you know, the colors, the graphics, the images on these 

is that telling you something a little different than maybe. The title would  

[00:19:25] Participant 5: like the font of the science love hypothesis. That ones like cursive 

which obviously makes it more romantic and it's also people are, yeah.  

[00:19:34] Participant 6: People. Yeah. And even if the ones where they aren't kissing, it seems 

like they're drawn so that there's some sort of tension between them.  

[00:19:51] Participant 6: Okay. All right.  

[00:19:54] Moderator: So saw these any of these, Would they they [00:20:00] peak your interest 

if you're looking for a romance novel, I know not everybody likes romance but like if you were, 

would any of these just based on what they appeal to you at all. 

[00:20:15] Participant 8: No, because what we were talking about, I liked, I liked those the 

drawn ones where the guy is half naked. I don't want like a scene feel like that to me. I don't 

know me personally puts me off.  

[00:20:37] Participant 5: I think I would pick up and like admire the Blue one, the love 

hypothesis, just because that's, I don't feel like that's very common art style. It feels very like 

tumblr the way that it's drawn to me. I think that's why I feel just because it looks like it's very 

internet, it looks like it's[00:21:00]  

[00:21:00] Participant 8: a little niche interests. And like, if you're a woman in STEM 

[00:21:11] Participant 6: so all the stories look pretty cliche. You know what I mean? There's a 

time and place for that, but if I'm going for a cliche romance, I'll probably just watch something 

would be instead of read the book. So, yeah. 

[00:21:29] Moderator: Okay. So. We're going to do elimination now. Okay. So of these four, 

which one are you like? Definitely should not be in romance or just doesn't doesn't really match 

up what you associate with romance, or basically just doesn't clue you that. It's a romance. 

[00:21:57] Participant 8: Vacation one 

[00:21:58] Participant 8: All right.[00:22:00]  

[00:22:06] Participant 8: All right. So then looking at these three, is there another one that just 

doesn't really clue you into the romance or just doesn't really seem to be matching up with the 

title? Or 
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[00:22:25] Participant 8: I think one last stop is the one I like the most, but I still think it should 

go. 

[00:22:42] Participant 6: I feel like the Spanish. Action with the cover, you know, so I feel 

compared to the other two, it kind of falls out more than 

[00:22:58] Participant 5: that's correct. 

[00:22:59] Moderator: Okay. Okay. [00:23:00] So showing hands for eliminating the Spanish 

love deception. 

[00:23:11] Moderator: Oh, thank you. 

[00:23:20] Moderator: Okay, one last stop. Raise your hand or getting it out of here. 

[00:23:27] Moderator: All right. So what do you think this might be though? Just based off of the 

cover, the title that, you know, it's romance but like, Yeah, 

[00:23:59] Participant 2: I feel like the guy's [00:24:00] just awkward. I don't think it's 

[00:24:13] Participant 6: a cool guy. 

[00:24:16] Participant 6: Yeah, 

[00:24:21] Participant 6: no, this doesn't look like a cool guy. Well, I feel like cool guys are 

usually drawn more like exactly. You know, like he's, he's like, 

[00:24:36] Participant 6: I'm not saying he's not like attractive, you know, but what I'm saying is 

he's drawn more like softly 

[00:24:50] Moderator: okay. So you kind of, based off of all these elements, you can kind of take 

at least some kind of yes. What it might be about. Okay. So what about [00:25:00] this one?  

[00:25:00] Participant 9: Just based off of, it's a train that got to its last stop and got off 

[00:25:17] Participant 9: also, I mean, both women. This is sound. If you look closely in the 

back. 

[00:25:34] Moderator: Okay. So. From all these elements. Yeah. They can kind of take a guess. 

All right. So then if you had to choose between the two, if you just had to, which one do you 

think is more. It's the most romance genre, like book out of all four,[00:26:00]  
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[00:26:04] Moderator: would you, based off of just looking at it, would you like actually pick it 

up or if you like glance at it out of.  

[00:26:14] Participant 8: That could be a fun book or anything like that. I would acknowledge. 

[00:26:24] Participant 8: [inaudible] 

[00:26:32] Moderator: Okay. And do you think, like, as far as. Yeah. Just how it all comes 

together. Do you think you can kind of guess 

[00:26:44] Participant 8: I didn't have to read the back.  

[00:26:47] Moderator: All right. It's mystery now [00:27:00] just cause it's like within that genre 

trying to figure it out, or it could be murder, like gruesome murder or just psychological, any of 

that. So. All of that is contained within mystery so I guess just even going along those lines, but 

it's not always [inaudible] is the last thing he told me? 

[00:27:38] Moderator: Yeah. Feel free. 

[00:27:48] Moderator: Yes.[00:28:00]  

[00:28:09] Moderator: The other black girl. 

[00:28:28] Moderator: So, yeah, just be thinking about whenever you're looking at these kind of 

same things set up for romance, just cause [inaudible]. Does it tell you that this could be mystery, 

some type of mystery novel based off of just images on the cover or the spine.[00:29:00]  

[00:29:24] Moderator: Is there anything you've noticed on these covers that are standing out to 

you or that you don't like?  

[00:29:35] Participant 6: I really liked the art on the first one because. The towns like such small 

part of it, it's mostly the sky. So it gives you the feelings that like something's hiding, you know, 

[00:29:56] Participant 9: it looks so good. I read it. I will say [00:30:00] on the first one, I don't 

like the font because it seems so handwritten. It's like the idea of [inaudible] 

[00:30:15] Participant 7: The wonder test seems so bright. And like even the blood doesn't look 

like it doesn't look like blood 

[00:30:31] Participant 8: once I got it in my hands [inaudible] 

[00:30:37] Participant 8: striking me as the mysteries of [inaudible] 
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[00:30:44] Participant 6: the other black girl...looks political 

[00:30:51] Moderator: Okay. Yeah. All right. So would you say, I guess, are [00:31:00] these 

matching up to what you would deem mystery? Which one is. 

[00:31:31] Participant 6: Oh, it might just be the pencil. 

[00:31:45] Moderator: Okay, so now we'll get these 

[00:31:50] Moderator: on first sight, would you be able to tell what's in the books at all? What 

might the [00:32:00] books be about? That's the problem, looking at every element on the cover. 

[00:32:10] Participant 8: I wouldn't say that I necessarily know what it's about, but for the genre 

of mystery I don't know if that's necessarily a bad thing.  

[00:32:18] Participant 8: Right? The last thing he told me, we can definitely see the more 

slightly.  

[00:32:24] Participant 7: I feel like it's the last thing you told me? knowing that it's mystery and 

the large sky, a very like low horizon line makes me think somebody's missing, which fits into 

mystery for me. 

[00:32:37] Participant 7: And the last thing he told me, like he went missing. So that's why. 

[00:32:45] Participant 7: it feels like a book that would have been very popular when I was in 

middle school. Like that just looks like looking for Alaska.[00:33:00]  

[00:33:01] Participant 7: Yeah. It's very, it's looking like. 

[00:33:08] Moderator: Okay, so which one of these are you still, 

[00:33:18] Participant 9: you like, since it's mystery? I don't even know what that would cover.  

[00:33:25] Moderator: Yeah. Yeah. It's a 

[00:33:30] Moderator: yes. Yes. Well, I mean, if like maybe the. You saw it, like, would you 

want to pick it up?  

[00:33:40] Participant 5: Yes. Yeah. It's curious it being the mystery section, curious as to what it 

would be an opposite mystery and that's not a book and therefore we kind of just glossed over 

it[00:34:00]  
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[00:34:04] Participant 5: yeah. Actual people's faces on them. 

[00:34:30] Participant 5: The book cover that matches like the, if it's a movie characters on there 

from a movie. Yeah. 

[00:34:41] Moderator: All right. So let's see in this one, we've kind of talked about already, but 

you know, you can kind of tell me what, what might be in the book based off of all the elements 

coming together on the cover[00:35:00]  

[00:35:00] Participant 5: and the back cover is a bridge like it from that city to a bridge. 

[00:35:11] Moderator: okay so what about this one? 

[00:35:16] Participant 6: definitely something with murder.  

[00:35:20] Participant 7: it Feels very fixtured to me. 

[00:35:43] Moderator: Okay. So with this, like drawing your attention at all, 

[00:35:51] Moderator: what about this one? Would it draw your attention to. 

[00:35:53] Participant 5: not as much. It's not bad. It just looks very[00:36:00]  

[00:36:03] Moderator: Yeah. Okay. So which one would you say is doing better with like, not 

only tying into the genre, but also giving you an idea of what might be about. 

[00:36:21] Participant 8: The one that's giving better indication of what it's going to be about is, 

is the last thing he told me but the one I'm going to pick up is the maidens.  

[00:36:30] Moderator: Okay. Okay. Yeah. Yep. So it's like what criteria? Okay. Which one, if 

you were looking for a mystery which one would you pick up? 

[00:36:42] Participant 8: the maidens. Because it really does not. I mean, It tells you, but it 

doesn't tell you, which is kind of what you'd want in a mytery  

[00:36:58] Moderator: okay, so we're going to say [00:37:00] this is the winner. All right. 

[00:37:06] Moderator: All right. So we're going to kind of switch these a little bit. 

[00:37:16] Moderator: Sorry. I didn't buy these if I had more time, but. We're just going to 

pretend that they [inaudible] 
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[00:37:30] Moderator: is she who became the sun 

[00:37:37] Moderator: from blood and Ash.[00:38:00]  

[00:38:01] Moderator: Whispering door, 

[00:38:02] Moderator: what you would associate with sci-fi/fantasy 

[00:38:18] Moderator: these covers are doing a good job. clueing you to genre content? What 

might be in the book? 

[00:38:52] Moderator: So after looking at these, is there an image, scene, graphic [00:39:00] 

anything on the cover that's standing out to you? 

[00:39:18] Participant 8: You know, that scene, this is kind of 

[00:39:24] Participant 8: introducing the light, what are fantastic, whatever they are. Yeah. And 

they have grey, red and like black 

[00:39:39] Participant 8: and stuff. 

[00:39:46] Participant 6: So I also really like the echo wife, how it's like the cover is echo. 

[00:39:56] Moderator: Are these kind of matching up with [00:40:00] the genre? 

[00:40:05] Participant 8: Yeah. Yeah, but like that, like that the fantasy, I think really scream. I 

love it. It reminds me a monster house. 

[00:40:22] Participant 6: I feel like if I was like in elementary school, I don't know. That's the 

thing I was going to say. I don't really like it because to me it does give you more info. Like an 

elementary vibe.  

[00:40:35] Moderator: So these are all adults.  

[00:40:39] Participant 6: Interesting. And that's the thing for the other three. You definitely can 

tell, like, these are like older audiences on the last one, you know, like a little kid was reading it I 

wouldn't look twice.  

[00:40:53] Participant 6: Okay. Okay. All right. So looking at these, do you [00:41:00] think that 

the, the images, the graphics all that. Would you be able to tell kind of what might be in about an 

idea of what the book could be 
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[00:41:23] Participant 8: so pretty. And I feel like Instagram is super surface level, but 

[00:41:33] Participant 9: So we get attention that for blood and Ash, I just feel like I've seen so 

many books 

[00:41:41] Participant 9: and raises like it's all my folks. Didn't like, it, it looks just like that. I 

think the she who became the sun. It's just from blood and ash but like a few years, like the 

covers. I think that, yeah, from blood and ash it looks like a very classical fantasy cover whereas 

I [00:42:00] feel like she who became the sun is the new wave of fantasy book covers. 

[00:42:02] Moderator: Okay. All right. And then, so just, would you look at any of these is there 

one that you're just like that doesn't. fit in sci-fi/fantasy 

[00:42:24] Participant 5: I don't like the ring one I looked on the back. The other cover that they 

showed it's bright red, I thought was way cooler. And I think that when I'm in a book cover, I 

don't want to be disappointed when I comparing it to another cover on it.  

[00:42:39] Moderator: Yeah, yeah, yeah. That was a strange choice there. Okay. What? 

[00:42:49] Participant 10: [inaudible] science fiction. Well, you heard ultimate fantasy and sci-fi 

or fantasy. [00:43:00]  

[00:43:00] Moderator: These all in sci-fi or fantasy.  

[00:43:04] Participant 8: the ring one is very much more sci-fi which I think is where that yellow 

kind of color palette for the genre but I agree it's just better.  

[00:43:16] Moderator: Okay. Maybe we'll just show hands on elimination. So show of hands on 

eliminating the echo wife or. What about under the whispering door eliminating from and Ash. 

Okay. So eliminating echo. All right. 

[00:43:55] Moderator: Hmm. Okay. All right. So what [00:44:00] would you take out next show 

of hands under the whispering door. 

[00:44:15] Moderator: Which one is doing a good job of not only alerting you to the genre, but 

also what might be in the book. 

[00:44:29] Moderator: okay so would you declare this the because [inaudible] 

[00:44:44] Moderator: Yeah. Awesome. All right. So the last one okay, so this is just [00:45:00] 

general picture. It doesn't necessarily have a definitive category. Cause it could be, it could be 

historical, it could be contemporary. It would be just the book with fictional characters so first 

one is cloud land. 
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[00:45:28] Moderator: This one is libertie. 

[00:45:46] Moderator: Yeah, beautiful world. 

[00:45:56] Moderator: Okay. So as you're looking at these. [00:46:00] What stands out the most? 

[00:46:13] Participant 6: Sorry. I don't like this first cover. It's like on [inaudible]. I don't like it. 

[00:46:24] Participant 8: Oh, but it's gold and shiny.  

[00:46:28] Participant 6: I do like the gold. 

[00:46:30] Participant 10: Yeah. it just looks like a fantasy story 

[00:46:45] Participant 5: Yeah. I've read a lot of books that have like a very similar font with the 

word on top that I really enjoyed associating it [00:47:00] with those books. I also liked this one 

though 

[00:47:07] Participant 6: no, it's not because it's colorful. It's because of the titles taking up way 

more of the cover the actual, the author is they do that.  

[00:47:25] Moderator: We could do a whole study on that 

[00:47:36] Participant 7: it's trees. It's like looking into the, I liked the Liberty, focuses more on 

the art of the cover, not the title, the title. Right on. It's just a [00:48:00] silhouette 

[00:48:05] Participant 7: so bad. We don't like [inaudible] 

[00:48:12] Participant 8: Yeah. I would say just a variety  

[00:48:20] Moderator: so, okay. So now what I want to ask this, it's not necessarily about genre. 

For any of these books. Can you tell what might be inside the book? Like, can you, if you look at 

just the cover, can you be like, oh, I bet that's about this. Would you be able to from recover kind 

of maybe make some kind of guess to see if it would even appeal to you? 

[00:48:47] Participant 8: For sure. I mean, it looks to me like the color palette is more like 

historical fiction. 

[00:48:55] Participant 6: Yeah. I feel like beautiful world [00:49:00] where you it's like some. 

Yeah. Yeah. It makes me think of, it's kind of a funny story.  
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[00:49:07] Participant 5: I read that book in middle school and it fit the cover. And like the 

silhouettes of the people that you don't see makes me just, it reminds me of like need a long. 

Yeah.  

[00:49:19] Participant 8: I'm almost surprised that this cloud one isn't in the fantasy genre like 

the fact that it's just in general fiction, which if it wasn't, I would be like this one hits. It's not in 

that category. 

[00:49:32] Participant 8: That's [inaudible] 

[00:49:42] Moderator: either you browse online or the books or the library. Would you pick up 

any of these to potentially at least see what's in [00:50:00] the book? 

[00:50:01] Participant 8: It just so pretty, so pretty, but like it's a really good book. The book 

cover was just the blue book cover that's on the book, on the book cover with the clouds. Isn't 

that ordinate circles and lines. I like like a gold leaf. Like it's like a mirror. It's like, oh, it's a 

book. Alright. 

[00:50:37] Moderator: okay. So we're going to eliminate something at least. What would you. 

[00:50:56] Moderator: What's next? What would you[00:51:00]  

[00:51:09] Moderator: okay. Alright. So saw this. Can you take the. I've covered. on the cover as 

the book hardcovers don't they usually just because it's. Yes. So would this draw your eye?  

[00:51:49] Participant 8: Yes. 

[00:51:55] Participant 5: Yes.[00:52:00]  

[00:52:00] Moderator: Okay. So yes, voting now who would pick this up and potentially at least 

look and see what's in the book. 

[00:52:12] Moderator: That's okay. [counts hands] Okay. So what do you maybe looking at it? 

Just pick it up, like, look at this. See about show of hands. I mean if you have one, it's fine. I'm 

mostly just going to see how many,  

[00:52:42] Participant 2: no, that's the color. 

[00:52:54] Moderator: So I think just based on the company, this one is the winner.[00:53:00]  

[00:53:25] Moderator: Oh, yeah, no, go ahead. 
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[00:53:30] Moderator: So if you just 

[00:53:38] Moderator: have done the best, 

[00:53:43] Moderator: this was Liberty. 

[00:53:51] Moderator: Great. That's all I got for you guys.[00:54:00]  

[00:54:05] Participant 6: I liked the cover more, but I also don't really get what it's about. 

Whereas if someone tells me. 

[00:54:17] Participant 6: Yeah, I like it. 

[00:54:29] Participant 6: books. 
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APPENDIX F 

FOCUS GROUP 3 VIDEO TRANSCRIPT 

[00:00:00] Moderator: [inaudible] each my, so, so my first questions are just more about your 

reading habits. Does anybody wanna share what the last novel was that, or [inaudible]? 

[00:00:16] Participant 1: I This book I read what the eyes don't see. Cause it's for my first-year 

seminary. 

[00:00:27] Moderator: Was it nonfiction or was it a fiction book? 

[00:00:35] Participant 8: [inaudible] 

[00:00:36] Participant 8: Last book I read and enjoyed was the DaVinci code. 

[00:00:39] Participant 5: [inaudible] based off the covers 

[00:00:46] Participant 3: ...was Tale of two cities.  

[00:00:52] Moderator: Ah, okay. Oh, okay.  

[00:00:52] Participant 7: The last thing i read was howl's moving castle 

[00:00:58] Participant 9: the last thing I read was actually I [00:01:00] reread it was hatchet.  

[00:01:01] Participant 2: [ inaudible]I reread the to all the boys I loved before trilogy.  

[00:01:05] Participant 5: [inaudible] I, I, we read it's called a thousand pieces of gold.  

[00:01:13] Participant 5: All [inaudible] 

[00:01:31] Participant 5: Oh yeah, mine was form, [inaudible]. 

[00:01:39] Moderator: So whenever you all were, I don't know, either looking for these books 

or seeking them out or anything. Was there anything about the books that stood out to you 

whenever you were looking at [00:02:00] them or looking for them?  

[00:02:03] Participant 5: I guess mixing like history with, with like a fictitious. Okay.  

[00:02:12] Participant 8: Could this book help me in some way that I don't understand?  
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[00:02:15] Moderator: Mm-hmm . And did you well find these things based off of 

recommendations you had to read 'em or just browsing or online or in a store or where did you 

find these books? 

[00:02:39] Participant 11: I watched the movie that's pretty usual, the book is better sure. 

[00:02:48] Moderator: Okay. So do you, whenever you, whenever you are looking for books 

how do you find them? Do you typically just go to a physical bookstore? Do you like to look 

[00:03:00] for them online? Do you just like to get recommendations for people, combination of 

those? 

[00:03:07] Participant 2: Combinations? I think I'd like to, would like to look for books that 

have like that deep connection with the person like, Hey, this is what I'm really struggling with. 

[00:03:18] Participant 2: Or, Hey, this is what I want to go into or about like let's put out game 

of Thrones. He wants some action venture read book of Thrones. Right? Mm-hmm so that's how 

I feel about it. 

[00:03:29] Participant 11: I do a little research about what I wanna read. So then I have an idea 

of what I wanna read, find.  

[00:03:37] Moderator: Can't forget that. Okay. So whenever you are looking at books and, you 

know yeah. We can decide on which one read already, or just kind of. Looking for something. 

Do you ever use [00:04:00] the books cover as something that kind of helps you on what might 

be inside the book or just something that appeals to you about the cover? 

[00:04:13] Moderator: Does it, do you, can you think of a, a time that a book has gotten your 

attention just because of how it looks, basically. 

[00:04:25] Participant 8: Yeah. When I was younger, I used to just read books based off if I 

thought the cover was cool. It was like, I don't remember what it was called, but it was like a 

story about some guy who got shrunk down and on the cover was this guy was like a sword. And 

there was like this big, scary, like rat attacking. 

[00:04:40] Participant 8: And I'm like, that looks fun. So I checked it up.  

[00:04:43] Participant 2: Yeah. I think the series that I got into when I was a little kid was a 

captain underpants. 

[00:04:52] Participant 6: So many of those, usually I just like go into my library and just see 

like the cover and feel like, like, kinda weird. So I would usually read the [00:05:00] synopsis 

mm-hmm to see if it would be something that I could potentially do. 
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[00:05:09] Moderator: Okay. So whenever you are just, yeah. Looking at books, so then if you 

see a cover that you like. is that what sways you or is it more just the author or just the title or the 

recommendation, or do you feel like a book cover can kind of help you decide on at least invest 

book further?  

[00:05:39] Participant 5: I think the cover like makes me take the first step already get to it, but 

I don't really like it at all. 

[00:05:47] Participant 2: Right. Yeah. Yeah. For me it varies. I mean, you can have the covers 

that don't have the pictures or anything on mm-hmm. how you look at the, the like bar on the 

back of it. Like, this is the title of it and, [00:06:00] oh, well this looks like a. Like weird book, 

but there's a lot of books out there that actually are really, really sophisticated and mm-hmm, 

really depth. 

[00:06:08] Participant 2: They don't have anything else.  

[00:06:09] Moderator: Right. Yeah. Yeah. Okay. So what, and what about like any online book, 

book, buyers, book, project book readers, or do you all just prefer the physical book?  

[00:06:23] Participant 5: I go for like sometimes like if I'm working out or if I. Taking my son 

somewhere.  

[00:06:29] Participant 11: The wichita library has an app, so, yeah. Okay. 

[00:06:38] Moderator: And then what, so whenever you're seeing. The cover on, on those, does 

that also still help you or is it more just whenever you're physically looking at the book, like in a 

store, in the library, you think the cover also helps you get interest from it online too?  

[00:06:59] Participant 5: Yeah, it [00:07:00] does be like, if you look at a cover that you like, 

you're gonna be, you have to click on it rather than something that you're totally not interested. 

[00:07:10] Participant 11: Found the Gideon the ninth. Oh yeah. The cover of the book was 

really interesting. Mm-hmm really interesting comments about the books. Yeah.  

[00:07:21] Moderator: Good. Okay. So we are going to do a little bit of just it's. The idea is like 

march madness but it's not that intense. We're basically going to go a genre by genre. I'm gonna 

have you look at books and start asking questions about like what you're seeing, what you like 

about the book? 

[00:07:45] Moderator: What kinda connections you make in regards to the cover and potential 

content and genre. And we'll kind of do some eliminations on just to get to kind of [00:08:00] 

which one of the books is the best cover for its its genre. Content. Okay. We're starting with the 
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romance. I know not everybody reads romance, but if you could just be a little, objective mostly 

just want you to be objective. 

[00:08:27] Moderator: So And these are all going to be adult novels. So just to, you know, 

there's no, YA, no middle grade, no children. So just adult. Alright, so yeah, I'm gonna just let 

you guys pass em around, take a look at em, look at the cover. We'll get, you know, images, 

graphics, title see if it'll kind. Comes together. 

[00:08:56] Moderator: Just what you think if they did a good job, [00:09:00] basically. Alright. 

First one is got one last stop pass around. Now you can even look at colors, like if, just look at 

kind of what might alert you 

[00:09:23] Moderator: to the genre, potentially content. Next one is Spanish. Love deception. 

And all these books I mostly selected just because they were voted like top, top ratings from like 

goodreads. So that's kind of, it's not, I don't have like an attachment to them. So if you hate any 

of them, so that's not gonna be sad or anything, [inaudible] 

[00:09:54] Moderator: all right. Maybe on vacation. So yeah. Look at them, [00:10:00] judge 

them. Be as nice, or mean as you want. [inaudible] and So you guys are looking at all right. I just 

want you to think as you're passing around, just like if something stands out whether that is 

image on the cover any kind of graphic colors, any of those combinations, just does something 

stand out to you that you think would make this romance. 

[00:10:37] Moderator: Just what might be in it. 

[00:10:52] Moderator: You don't need to worry about reading the back 

[00:10:57] Moderator: just for time's sake,[00:11:00]  

[00:11:00] Moderator: [inaudible] interested, investigating these, feel free to like take a picture 

of something of it. Okay. So for those of you have kind of started to look at more of them what's 

standing out to you  

[00:11:19] Participant 1: the word, the love hypothesis. Okay. Two people kissing. All right.  

[00:11:24] Participant 7: Have like two people isolated. There's also a lot of like either bright or 

pastel color. Yeah. 

[00:11:41] Participant 2: I feel like it was more like the one last stop you had the right colors 

for it. You got the, like, if you look at a makeup, a romance. 
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[00:11:53] Participant 2: It's it's mainly made up of those colors and then it, like that just says a 

lot of [00:12:00] things to the reader and say, you know, this, this will be good. The title, the 

cover seems good. What's the one [inaudible].  

[00:12:11] Moderator: Would you, if you saw these listed as, as romance or in a, a romance 

section, either in a bookstore or library, however, they organize their bookstore. 

[00:12:23] Moderator: Would all of these fit?  

[00:12:26] Participant 1: I would say the one, one that wouldn't would be the vacation. Yeah. 

All of these are like seem like love ones. Mm-hmm  

[00:12:32] Participant 10: the vacation ones, a little aggressive.  

[00:12:36] Participant 2: Are we going to Hawaii or, yeah, strangers.  

[00:12:40] Participant 7: Yeah. Plus it feels like it could either. And it's like, oh, it could be a 

love story or it could just be like, I'm just going on vacation with my best friend. 

[00:12:48] Participant 11: Yeah. You're talking about vacations, right? Mm-hmm , font's kinda 

different vacation mainly. It's like,  

[00:12:56] Moderator: yeah. Yeah. They didn't do much of like different [00:13:00] types, font 

types sort of thing. Okay. So basically it's seems to say, we can eliminate this one from the, the 

list. Right? All right. So what about these three left? 

[00:13:18] Moderator: What's standing out to you that. Wouldn't really match still.  

[00:13:25] Participant 3: I feel like the love hypothesis where it puts a lot of information down, 

like on the cover and that's, it feels crowded,  

[00:13:31] Moderator: feels crowded. Okay.  

[00:13:34] Participant 8: It almost feels like you can kind create the storyline on your own just 

by kind of looking at it. . 

[00:13:41] Participant 8: Like it gives you enough information to create like the actual. 

Yourself instead of like, you don't need to even read it. You're just like [inaudible] of cliches.  

[00:13:56] Moderator: Okay. So you think with [00:14:00] this one, they just. You don't think 

it's matching  
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[00:14:04] Participant 2: I mean, right. Color palettes. They use amazing color, but you know, 

they over crowd the front of the page. 

[00:14:11] Participant 2: Okay. And like it's every cliche, New York kind feel, you know?  

[00:14:16] Moderator: Yeah. Okay. So you just think it, it doesn't really leave much to, I guess 

your imagination. To be interested like you wouldn't, you wouldn't even pick it up. And just, if 

you're ever [inaudible] you don't, 

[00:14:36] Moderator: so would we want to eliminate this one or are there any other ones you 

feel strongly about? 

[00:14:49] Moderator: So taking out this one, 

[00:14:54] Moderator: All right. So going off of like this one, [00:15:00] do you think you 

could tell me not only the genre but what maybe would be in it? Like if you saw it  

[00:15:07] Participant 3: and maybe like two scientists. And I think that, you know, how they 

kinda associate chemistry like with love in a way. Yeah. I see the chemicals behind it mm-hmm 

gives the idea that. 

[00:15:31] Moderator: Any other thoughts about this? That's not what I'm really [inaudible] I've 

never read them.  

[00:15:37] Participant 6: So I feel like you can kind of see their personality, see their, like, not 

only their facial expression, but also the way that they have their hair. Mm-hmm like the guy 

seems like your typical dorky guy. 

[00:15:49] Participant 6: Yeah. He's like never been kissed in his life. the surprise.  

[00:15:54] Participant 2: It's more like, just for reference, it's more like a Peter Parker and MJ 

[00:16:00] kind story.  

[00:16:01] Moderator: Okay. Basically. Yeah. So what do, does all of this content on the cover, 

do you think it would appeal to either you personally as a reader or romance readers, you think 

it's matching. 

[00:16:20] Moderator: the genre and potential themes, content that might interest anybody to 

read this.  

[00:16:31] Participant 2: Let's see if they left out, like with people kissing, then you're not, 

that's like that's [inaudible]. That's your, that's your attention getter. Yeah. They just put a like all 

these with figures and stuff like that on page. And I'm not gonna pick up that book. 
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[00:16:47] Participant 1: Yeah. I think the only thing that I like about it. Is like the stuff in the 

background. the beaker sort of thing. Yeah. Okay. Like chemistry. So, oh, but I don't probably 

wouldn't read [00:17:00] the book 

[00:17:04] Moderator: yeah, but, but like, Some, some element to it is working, right? Like you 

think,  

[00:17:10] Participant 7: I feel like if it's adult like that, to me looks more like a middle school 

zone. If I add those two, like adult wise, I go for that one. Okay.  

[00:17:22] Participant 9: That's the only thing I can see with the love hypothesis that it tries to 

almost like relate to the audience as like you remember that like middle school, high school 

sweetheart. 

[00:17:31] Participant 9: You have in chemistry.  

[00:17:32] Moderator: Oh yeah. Okay, so, all right, so this one, why do you think this fits the 

genre? Or if you're [inaudible] the color palette, 

[00:17:48] Participant 11: the color palette, both of them go really well together, but also just 

the style that it's drawn in. Like they were taking forth that one. Feels a lot more juvenile, like 

something like a [00:18:00] middle schooler or grade freshman in high school pick up. Okay. It's 

just more in your face, whereas kind of color wise. 

[00:18:10] Participant 11: It's more in your face, but it's style wise and just put the content on it. 

It's less there.  

[00:18:14] Moderator: Okay. So do you think from this cover, you would be able to guess. 

Something that might be going on in the book.  

[00:18:27] Participant 8: I would think maybe there's like a vacation aspect to it. Cause there's 

the luggage and there's a plane mm-hmm so you think maybe they like met somewhere? 

[00:18:35] Participant 8: They traveled somewhere. 

[00:18:38] Participant 9: Thing I like about it is that I feel like they kind of did this on purpose. 

I mean, they completely couldn't have. I mean, they may, might not have. The, like the deception 

part and the fact that they didn't plant any facial characteristics on them. Oh, to where? Yeah, it 

almost seemed like one of 'em maybe lied about who they really were. 

[00:18:58] Participant 7: Okay. Dress as well. Like [00:19:00] he's very cool guy. She's kind, 

you know, kind innocent looking with all the yellow.  
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[00:19:07] Moderator: Okay. All right. So if you had to choose, which one do you think is 

doing a better job, matching the genre, the type of content that you would associate with the 

genre and all the elements going on in this. 

[00:19:25] Participant 2: I mean, like it's, you know what it's gonna what's now, but they're both 

doing amazing jobs. This point it's just depending on what, what does look like.  

[00:19:45] Moderator: Okay. Maybe we will vote, show a hands who would pick the love 

hypothesis for. The winner of, of genre content, being all that [00:20:00] book cover [inaudible] 

show hands. So 

[00:20:08] Moderator: this one you would declare the winner of, of the romance genre, the 

content theme, everything. Okay. So 

[00:20:28] Moderator: all so gonna switch gears a little, and you're gonna talk about mystery 

novels now. I don't really [inaudible] 

[00:20:44] Moderator: like you think mystery, if you think it's gonna be like a who dunnit or 

cozy mystery. I want you to consider all the types of mystery. So whether that is a cozy mystery, 

it's a who done it, or it's a psychological thriller suspense. [00:21:00] There's a lot of, a lot of 

crime, basically. Just all of those things count within mystery. 

[00:21:08] Moderator: [inaudible]I'll mm-hmm I'll change that. Okay, cool. Cool. All right. So 

tis the Maidens. [inaudible] that someook that some of these are from the library. Some of these 

are brand new. That is why you see this. I'm just trying to block out our codes. So if you notice 

the plastic, it's ignore it. It's just, yeah. 

[00:21:40] Moderator: All okay. [inaudible] All right. The last thing he told me.[00:22:00]  

[00:22:00] Moderator: So, yeah, you're just kind of looking at cover fine. Just what 

[00:22:09] Moderator: would potentially make this a mystery genre book? What might it be 

about and just if it fits, if it. Would hint to you that it is in, should be in mystery section. And like 

with those romance novels, kind of judge how well they did conveying that and maybe what 

might be in the book what it's [00:23:00] about. 

[00:23:05] Moderator: Anything standing out to you on [inaudible] 

[00:23:16] Participant 5: out to me [inaudible] you held it. 

[00:23:24] Participant 5: How different the fonts are the cause I think 
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[00:23:43] Participant 5: that really plays part of it. Font types of what else is standing out good 

or bad?  

[00:23:44] Participant 11: This title interest sparked an interest in me. Mm-hmm 

[00:23:53] Participant 11: That's based off of just the title, what[00:24:00]  

[00:24:10] Participant 11: the title and like the, [inaudible].  

[00:24:11] Participant 11: Bloods 

[00:24:14] Participant 11: part of mystery, but the other two, like. 

[00:24:21] Moderator: Okay. Okay. So thinking would any of these catch your eye?  

[00:24:35] Participant 2: The wonder test. I mean, I like thinking movies you know, verse, 

pencil and blood, John Wick all the way. So like, okay, let's see. What's going on with this? Let's 

put, 

[00:24:48] Participant 4: okay. Yeah. I feel like the wonder test gives you like the least around 

it, of information. [00:25:00] Last 

[00:25:08] Moderator: [inaudible] that he does, or, yeah. Yeah. It's like they stole it. that's 

funny. 

[00:25:19] Participant 3: I feel like the last thing he told me [inaudible] mystery, and that it, it 

attracts the reader. Like what did he tell him for over him? Yeah. So yeah.  

[00:25:33] Participant 2: Well, well the first, the first time I saw the Maidens like, I, it didn't 

really appeal to me. I just looked at it in disgust. 

[00:25:40] Participant 2: I mean, I don't know why it's just, it didn't really like it. Made me 

want to turn my head. Okay. 

[00:25:52] Moderator: Alright. So which of these four would you say is not doing a great 

[00:26:00] job with the genre and potential content themes? [inaudible] 

[00:26:21] Participant 3: [inaudible] but what else is the other black girl kinda might the really 

old books that you have to read for like, A high school English course. I feel like, yeah. I feel 

like what it says. The other black girl. It doesn't seem like it would be, it seems like it would be 

more just regular, 
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[00:26:50] Participant 3: [inaudible] straight with that. The [00:27:00] [inaudible] 

[00:27:01] Moderator: thoughts on any of these. Right so. What should we take out 

[00:27:18] Moderator: strongly about what should just not be at this, in this list? 

[00:27:29] Participant 9: I personally feel like it'd probably be the other black girl. Yeah.  

[00:27:33] Moderator: Okay. You can show. Okay. So, alright. Show of hands on elimination 

of the other black girl. Oh, like all of you. Okay. It's not 

[00:27:49] Moderator: bad [inaudible] 

[00:27:52] Moderator: okay. So. What else might not make the cut with these [00:28:00] three? 

What's you think of something in the mystery genre and just what would catch your eye if you're 

looking for a mystery, which of these would be like, no, like it's not, not making that cut  

[00:28:20] Participant 5: Uhhuh. I think it's the last thing that he told me. It just doesn't look 

like a mystery compared to the other two sitting side by side with us. 

[00:28:28] Participant 8: Okay. I feel like we just associated like mystery with murder 

[00:28:40] Participant 8: and so blood does a lot.  

[00:28:40] Moderator: Okay. So, alright. Show of hands on eliminating the last thing he told 

me, how 

[00:28:49] Participant 8: just makes it look. Could be a, some, yeah. Could be something else, 

like a an abandoned town or[00:29:00]  

[00:29:00] Moderator: so thoughts on what you think might, 

[00:29:13] Moderator: what else do you guys think?  

[00:29:15] Participant 3: Surprising that like it's blood, [inaudible] isn't doing so much for me. 

Cause it's right off the bat I associate that blood. I just thought color. Oh, associated with school, 

the school, school, history, murder, like to kill the teacher kind of deal. 

[00:29:35] Participant 7: the blue really threw me off 

[00:29:45] Moderator: Okay. Okay. All right. So do you think from, from this cover colors 

content, or do you think you would be able to associate this with mystery [00:30:00] and like 
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what maybe be able just from looking at it, figure out if it's something that could be mystery or 

suspense who done it, anything like that? Does it still give that, that impression? 

[00:30:19] Participant 6: Well, it's eye catchy, right? It's yeah.  

[00:30:23] Moderator: Okay. So what about this one? Can you just looking at it kind of guess 

what, what stronger it might be in or potential content [inaudible] anything like that?  

[00:30:38] Participant 2: Thinking like, Knives Out to be honest with you, [inaudible] movie a 

bunch of rich people. Okay. And Maidens one, one of the names died like I cause focused on 

made it. 

[00:30:54] Participant 11: It definitely has a horror feel to it because of just the [inaudible] 

[00:31:00] mm-hmm and the blood on the statue would just have covered. 

[00:31:09] Participant 9: I dunno if anyone's seen the show, I think it's like the handmaid's tale. 

Oh, that's reminds me of a lot. Okay.  

[00:31:16] Participant 7: Getting like a cult vibe, like a Midsummer.  

[00:31:18] Moderator: Okay. So just looking at it, would you. Do you feel like you could kind 

of take a guess on just what it might be about or, or just where, where it belongs in the, in the 

whole genre scale? 

[00:31:37] Participant 5: Yeah. It's more horror than it. Okay. Okay. I think that we do want it 

to know something. Yeah. Compared to the other one. It would, you wanted to know something. 

Okay. Okay.  

[00:31:49] Participant 2: So you make it. What like who is the maiden?  

[00:31:54] Moderator: Okay. So between these two, which is doing a better job of conveying 

the genre, [00:32:00] connecting the title and the story to what's on the cover, 

[00:32:04] Participant 2: I'd say the wonder test. That's their [inaudible] 

[00:32:19] Participant 3: I'd say it would be [inaudible].  

[00:32:22] Moderator: Okay. So we'll just show of hands, all who would vote. And this is not 

for, this is for the winner who would vote for Maidens? 

[00:32:35] Moderator: Wonder test. Okay. okay. So just by numbers. So the Maidens, you 

think. Still doing that good job of like alerting genre, maybe it, 
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[00:32:57] Moderator: so now we're move on to, this is kind [00:33:00] a 

[00:33:03] Moderator: combo for, so by any sci-fi fantasy. So, but just, just think of that a more 

fantastical Stories setting characters. It's basically, no, it's not gonna take place in, in a realistic 

setting. Right. Okay. And once again, I just wanted to think of like, would you associate these 

books with sci-fi fantasy? 

[00:33:38] Moderator: Are they doing a good job, just keeping with the genre and did they, did 

they do well enough on their book cover? And you know, the, the graphics, the images, the fonts, 

everything with maybe being able to hint at what could be inside the book, or at least [00:34:00] 

getting into wonder about what's inside the book. 

[00:34:05] Moderator: Echo. 

[00:34:11] Moderator: Yeah. 

[00:34:20] Moderator: Start thinking of just what you would associate with scifi or, and just 

think that maybe could match those genres.[00:35:00]  

[00:35:02] Moderator: So as you looking at these, anything standing out about these books, I 

think the first one think. 

[00:35:20] Participant 2: I think the first one really kind of got my attention from being like an 

action kinda fantasy. Like you have this warrior woman and then behind her, there's this large 

army there's bright sun hanging up with her. 

[00:35:38] Participant 8: I think like, you know what, it's about this, I think it's this upcoming 

woman who is probably like, [00:36:00] not the best or she the best or something. And then she 

sometimes the army or something like that. Okay. 

[00:36:09] Moderator: Okay. What else? What is standing out about any of these? 

[00:36:14] Participant 2: From blood and Ash? It kind of gives, gives me the the late century 

vibes of the [inaudible]. And, but also like a, just. Like what happened in that night area? 

Because I mean, you could tell one the sword and gray marks it's in that area. So yeah, I feel like 

it's pretty cool.  

[00:36:43] Participant 7: You have to there's this one series. It's like the ranger's apprentice. Oh, 

[00:36:52] Moderator: What about the other, the other ones, anything standing out about these?  

[00:36:57] Participant 8: Sorry. Under the whispering door kind of [00:37:00] gives me those 

hello neighbor vibes. right. I think it's just like a very fantasy structured house. Giant. 
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[00:37:15] Participant 6: I think of it ambiguous with their genre, to be honest. Okay. Like, like 

you, you don't know if, if you would find this in a fantasy or the echo wife, it looks more like a 

mystery to me and then under whispering door. It doesn't I'm not sure like the age range that's  

[00:37:39] Moderator: oh, okay. Yeah. Cause once again, these are all adult, adult scifi, fantasy. 

[00:37:46] Participant 2: It also like brings, like, when I look at it in that with the shape of the 

house, you have hello neighbor, and then you have box trolls. So you're getting like that kind of 

like in the middle vibe kind of feels like, okay, I think it [00:38:00] more falls into the mystery 

kind of vibe because what is under the whisper. 

[00:38:06] Participant 3: Yeah. [inaudible] And step is only the beginning. so [inaudible]. 

[00:38:19] Moderator: Okay. So if you had to eliminate one of these just doesn't seem to belong 

in scifi or which one would you guys just.  

[00:38:30] Participant 8: I think I go ahead. Sorry. You go. No, you're fine ahead. I think the 

echo wife's okay. It just, I don't know, like fantasy and maybe sci-fi, but doesn't really, really fit 

the genre. It's kinda like the someone said earlier, it's like a mystery kind of vibe to it. 

[00:38:47] Participant 8: Okay. 

[00:38:51] Participant 11: Agree. It's just, it doesn't fit much. We even see the other fantasy 

books. It's just the odd one out. [00:39:00] Mm-hmm okay. 

[00:39:02] Participant 11: [inaudible] Door just cuz like looking at it, it just doesn't fit. Just 

looks really at place. Okay. It looks like a child's book.  

[00:39:15] Moderator: okay. So for first elimination, Of the echo wife show of hands who 

would, who would take that one out? 

[00:39:30] Moderator: So 

[00:39:33] Moderator: what about, okay, so what would we eliminate next? 

[00:39:45] Moderator: Consensus. Okay. So what do you think this would be about, or what's 

clueing you into the genre potential content? [00:40:00]  

[00:40:00] Participant 7: So go ahead. No, no, you go ahead. Probably just the weapons on the 

outside, cuz like of course people don't really use those types of bows anymore, so it definitely 

feels like, you know, archery  
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[00:40:14] Participant 2: I'm getting assassin vibes 

[00:40:18] Participant 2: it has a dagger. Arrow. Right. Mm-hmm so like what came from the 

ashes? Like I think it also leads to mystery. But there's a lot of genres of book titles that can lead 

to different genres, right?  

[00:40:36] Moderator: Yes. And so, yeah. So it's like, did they do, as far as, as the, you know, 

the background, images, graphics, everything, do you think they're tying that to title? 

[00:40:48] Moderator: Maybe what you would would think would be in a fantasy or sci-fi 

novel?  

[00:40:56] Participant 3: Yeah, something nice to scifi and fantasy to [00:41:00] see like more 

uplifting. And for some reason that looks just like, it doesn't look like you 

[00:41:15] Participant 3: want it some bad things happening.  

[00:41:16] Moderator: so. What do you think? What else, any other thoughts on this one? Like 

what might be in it? Would you be surprised to see it in a scifi or fantasy genre?  

[00:41:29] Participant 2: I pick it up and read it. I mean, I'm, I mainly something in the knights 

and the weapons, but like, like what, like I said, it kind of from the beginning kind of reverts to 

[inaudible] and. 

[00:41:42] Participant 2: Okay. So what can I take from this show and put on this book 

[inaudible]  

[00:41:49] Moderator: okay. So what about this one? If you can tell me just what, what might 

be 

[00:41:59] Moderator: this [00:42:00] story?  

[00:42:01] Participant 6: Historical fiction. It almost like Disney. Okay. From no, just like, like, 

it could just be like a movie, like adapt to  

[00:42:11] Moderator: oh, okay. So are you, what's the [inaudible] most about this?  

[00:42:20] Participant 5: It's just the contrast in colors. 

[00:42:23] Participant 11: Okay. The flag, there's a lot of movement, just the cover and see 

from like the flag [inaudible] army and stuff. It's just. There's a lot of stuff happening.  
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[00:42:35] Participant 2: Okay. I mean, if the store was on fire, I'd probably pick up .  

[00:42:41] Moderator: Okay. So, alright. So between these two, which one do you think is 

doing the better job of conveying genre content matching that, that genre, that title, what you 

associate with sci-fi and fantasy novels, [00:43:00] which would you pick. 

[00:43:03] Participant 8: I would pick she who became the sun. I just get more of a like fantasy 

vibe. Like you kind of know what you're getting from that book. 

[00:43:14] Participant 2: Yeah. I mean, you're also getting the same kind of feel like, like this 

person said over here, it kind of refers to like a Disney kind of movie. I mean, that kind of 

basically falls into fantasy vibes. But like you're also receiving fantasy vibes from the other book 

as well. Cuz you know that's, it's set in the same historical period as this one year. 

[00:43:39] Participant 2: And it's also also portrays that, Hey we're we have. We have the 

knowledge to do our weapon work. We have the knowledge of what kind of weapons we're set in 

that era. And I mean, if they could add a little bit more on it, depend depth on the title, but I 

mean, other than that, it's, [00:44:00] it looks like it, it could be really good book to pick up. 

[00:44:02] Participant 2: Okay. Well, technically they're both about war mm-hmm in the set 

area.  

[00:44:07] Participant 5: So, I mean, I think you can get both, both books.  

[00:44:11] Moderator: True. So, okay. So if you had to choose between the two, which one do 

you think is doing the better job of conveying the, the genre of the content [inaudible] title and 

images? Everything.  

[00:44:26] Participant 11: I feel like it has more potential like, like maybe mythical creatures 

and [inaudible] 

[00:44:32] Participant 11: it's more like a classical classic, like fantasy book background, like 

creatures and that  

[00:44:40] Moderator: okay. So we'll do a all show of hands on who would pick from blood and 

Ash to the winner of the scifi fantasy genre.  

[00:44:53] Moderator: Okay, so last, last genre. It's gonna be [00:45:00] this one's a little more 

ambiguous. It is just general fiction. So I put you to think of books that you have read that are 

still set in, you know, maybe more real setting, but are just they're just about fictional characters 

and that can be contemporary. That can be historical. 
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[00:45:22] Moderator: Any, any story that is helping people who don't really exist. So it's just 

general fiction. 

[00:45:32] Moderator: And I just want you to focus on how well they did in kind of associating 

colors, images, graphics, title, and just how they did, and basically. Making a cover that is 

cohesive and eye catching, appealing, and all that jazz. Yeah. [00:46:00] So 

[00:46:01] Moderator: and I'm just think about like, was this appeal to 

[00:46:14] Moderator: once again, these are adult general fiction novels 

[00:46:20] Moderator: just like wmight be and likelike 

[00:46:35] Moderator: just, once there were wolves 

[00:46:45] Moderator: also, so opinions do you prefer more style like art graphics everything 

[00:47:00] covers, or do you prefer more int intricate ornate image or a scene placed on the 

cover? Or do you like the more ambiguous. Minimalistic 

[00:47:14] Participant 5: I kinda like images that are more intricate 

[00:47:27] Moderator: alright so what's 

[00:47:31] Moderator: standing out about [inaudible] 

[00:47:39] Participant 2: fantasy. Yeah. It's what's got you got it's it's bolded. It's [00:48:00] it's 

nice. It's readable. I mean, [inaudible] that, yeah.  

[00:48:07] Participant 7: I feel like the first one is aesthetically pleasing to the eye. So I would, 

okay.  

[00:48:14] Participant 8: One thing I don't like about the first one is that the R doesn't look like 

it's the right font. 

[00:48:22] Participant 8: Looks like a different font. I give another. 

[00:48:29] Moderator: Yeah. What else is Catching your eye. 

[00:48:36] Participant 6: So cover of once there were wolves kinda just feels like a picture. 

Someone just pulled off of like pinterest. Okay. 
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[00:48:47] Moderator: Yeah, the, yeah, yeah. So from, from these, is, are there any that stand 

out to you that are connecting, like maybe that connection between [00:49:00] title potentially 

what the content or theme of the book 

[00:49:09] Moderator: is?  

[00:49:09] Participant 6: Seems like they would enhance the whole, like overall aesthetic that 

you have and like take you throughout the. Does that make sense?  

[00:49:19] Moderator: Yeah. Yeah. Like using, yeah. Using something from the book to 

include in the, the cover.  

[00:49:26] Participant 2: Did you say Liberty? Sorry, I don't want like, go like, go over like 

specific same thing you said for Liberty. 

[00:49:37] Participant 2: I, I feel like it's looking at it. I feel like this person's in the forest, but 

like, she has like some connection with the forest, but like, I feel like she's gonna be taking you 

into the forest and making you feel like you're there and mm-hmm, all this [00:50:00] stuff  

[00:50:02] Moderator: so which of these books do you think is just not really doing well with 

its connection or just its graphics? Its it's any element that you think is just not really. 

[00:50:21] Participant 6: wolves seems cliche. I'm sorry. 

[00:50:33] Moderator: who Would vote to eliminate once they were wolves? Which of the other 

ones? Are you just kind of not stepped on the next one?  

[00:50:52] Participant 9: Probably the next one, liberty.  

[00:50:54] Moderator: This one? Yeah. Okay.[00:51:00]  

[00:51:01] Moderator: All right. So could you take a guess on what this book might have in it 

or theme that might be contained in this, this whole novel or something that maybe happens 

based off of the cover?  

[00:51:21] Participant 5: Dream? Oh, what it kinda makes you think it like to be part of a 

dream. Okay.  

[00:51:27] Participant 2: I like. Like it looks like it's like a sci-fi kind of thing sure. Okay. Like, 

I don't know that that one movie it's where these states were on these machines and they were 

moving. I don't know if you guys are, I remember the name, but I remember the movie. Right. 

And it looks a lot like that, right? Yeah. You get like the same vibe though. Yeah. Okay. Sounds 

like [inaudible][00:52:00]  
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[00:52:03] Participant 1: maybe something that's the city. Okay. Yeah. Of 

[00:52:19] Participant 11: it would the, I can't remember present it, but it has a very like utopia 

or dystopia vibe to it. Just cause it book cover that you look.  

[00:52:32] Moderator: Yeah. So would it, if this were just in or just general, sorry. 

[00:52:43] Moderator: If this were just in a general fiction section or just didn't really found it 

on the ground. And like, you were like, oh, what's this like, would one, would this actually get 

your attention? And then once it got [00:53:00] your attention, would you kind of be able to 

figure out maybe what could possibly be in the book. 

[00:53:08] Moderator: Just looking at 

[00:53:13] Participant 9: it. It's definitely like a fantasy land where everything's. Better mm-

hmm okay. You can also go into better and then something tragic happen to it. Yeah. Or that like 

it's worse, but it's hidden and better to get that indepth feel of like, okay. Cloud cuckoo land 

seems perfect and everything and, oh my gosh, everything's gone all. 

[00:53:37] Moderator: Yeah, that might get that. Okay. What about this one? If you saw it on 

the shelf. What would [00:54:00] you think  

[00:54:07] Moderator: [inaudible]  

[00:54:10] Moderator: alright. So if you had to choose between the two on just, what's doing a 

better job of associating, you know, title content, the cover, graphics, colors, everything. Which 

one do you 

[00:54:35] Participant 2: think has the better? I like that. Yeah. Sorry. Feeling good yet.  

[00:54:36] Moderator: Okay. Cloud wins. 

[00:54:43] Moderator: These saw these on a or online hanging out somewhere. I don't know. 

Somebody's [00:55:00] somebody's table. Which one would you pick up?  

[00:55:05] Participant 9: Yeah, I think I it's. I feel like it's. The how the main colors? White. 

Because I mean, like, even with something as little as like Avengers, how happy and being they 

all wore white suits. 

[00:55:24] Participant 9: Yeah. It's the simplicity of going to all one color that I feel like grabs 

people's attention.  
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[00:55:31] Participant 6: I think the golden [inaudible] cloud it's golden is just such a very 

attractive color mm-hmm so I would keep, like, I [inaudible]  

[00:55:41] Participant 2: kind of feels like a courts kind of feel courts, cool court kind of feel, 

and it makes me think of royalty. 

[00:55:49] Participant 2: That makes me feel, think of like very expensive. Like this is a dream  

[00:55:59] Moderator: just put [00:56:00] gold on every book cover. just put something shiny 

on it. Okay. Any other Notes. thoughts. 
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