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Active Learning 

Undergraduate Research – Scholarly Projects – Creative Activities 

Stimulating active learning through an applied process empowers students to… 

- engage in scholarly and creative exploration
- embrace problem-solving and critical thinking
- implement strategy and processes
- promote dissemination of work and grant writing

…while collaborating with faculty and fellow students in or out of their field/major. 



Facilitated by the Dorothy & Bill Cohen Honors 
College the UG Research & Creative Activities 
Grant Program is open to all students. 

https://www.wichita.edu/academics/honors_college/index.php
https://www.wichita.edu/academics/honors_college/index.php


URCA Grant Committee 

The committee has 7 members representing 5 colleges.  Committee members review grants, 
mentor students to improve grant proposals, and award funds throughout the academic year. 

Their mission is to support the URCA grants program coordinated by the Cohen Honors College 
and seeks to ensure that every undergraduate student has a Research or Creative Activity 
experience by: 

• Empowering students to engage in original research and creative activities in
collaboration with faculty in or out of their field;

• Promoting research learning across campus;
• Communicating availability of undergraduate research grant funding widely and

frequently;
• Allocating grant resources with integrity;
• Encouraging multi-disciplinary collaboration;
• Facilitating faculty mentorship (through workshops, awards, etc.);
• Creating resource connections (e.g. library workshops and online archives for student

research);
• Assessing grant outcomes.











 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Summer Research Institute (SRI) in FYRE 
 
About the Program 
 
Spend a week engaged in research-focused academic 
sessions and collaborating in a faculty’s research 
laboratory on Wichita State University’s main campus. 
Student research groups will compile a review of 
literature, formulate an educated hypothesis and 
methods, conduct data collection, analyze data, and 
showcase findings in an oral presentation. Collaborate, 
problem-solve, practice critical thinking skills and begin 
to establish relationships with fellow incoming peers, 
undergraduate student mentors, graduate research 
assistants, and research faculty. Students who complete 
the SRI program enhance team building and leadership 
skills, strengthen research competences and 
preparedness for First Year Research Experience (FYRE) 
and other collaborative research opportunities 
throughout their academic program. This summer program is hosted by WSU’s Dorothy and Bill 
Cohen Honors. SRI is a part of the National Science Foundation (NSF) Kansas Louis Stokes 
Alliances for Minority Participation (KS-LSAMP) program to increase minority participation in 
STEM disciplines at Wichita State University. 
 
Who is eligible? Incoming first-year Wichita State students who are graduated high school 
seniors or community college transfer students interested in STEM majors. 
 

 
 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/conferences/LSAMP.php


 

 
 
Now Accepting Applications for the 2021-2022 Academic Year! 

 
Wichita State University is proud to host the prestigious Ronald E. McNair Post-baccalaureate 
Achievement Program, a federal TRIO Program 100% funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education. This project, also known as the McNair Scholars Program, was established in 1986 by 
the U.S. Department of Education. The Program identifies and prepares 28 eligible WSU 
students for graduate studies leading to the Ph.D. by providing research training and early 
scholarly experiences to high-achieving undergraduates. These experiences give students 
opportunities to define goals and develop critical skills needed for success at the doctoral level. 
The Program is named in honor of deceased NASA astronaut and Challenger space shuttle 
crewmember Ronald E. McNair, Ph.D.Wichita State's Program started in October 1995. 
 
The Program offers research participation, scholarly experiences and preparation for graduate 
school. Students are encouraged to pursue graduate study in preparation for careers as college-
level professors and researchers. To be eligible for the program, students must meet the 
following criteria: 

• Have U.S. citizen or permanent resident status. 
• Be enrolled at WSU full-time with sophomore, junior or senior standing.  
• Have a cumulative GPA of 2.75 or 3.0 in the last 60 credit hours. 
• Students must meet at least one of the following criteria: 

o First generation and low income OR 

https://www.wichita.edu/academics/gradschool/mcnair/Apply.php


o A member of a traditionally underrepresented group in graduate education, such 
as African American, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Hispanic/Latino and 
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. 
 

 
 

 
 
2021 Kansas Undergraduate Research Day at the Capitol 
Deadline to Apply: January 24, 2021! 
 
Submit for Undergraduate Research Day at the Capitol   
 
The Kansas Undergraduate Research Day at the Capitol event is an annual opportunity for 
students to present their research experiences with state lawmakers in Topeka. The event 
showcases the work of up to 40 Kansas undergraduate student projects representing each of 
the state’s eight public 4-year institutions. The purpose of this event is to demonstrate the 
unique opportunities undergraduate students have to participate with faculty members in 
research at all state institutions. This event emphasizes higher education’s role in developing 
educated citizens and preparing a workforce with the necessary skills to further the economic 
growth of the state. 
 

https://wichitastate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9AzWcocZ6SpEZGB
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