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THE HISTORY OF EL DORADO, ARKANSAS, 1843-1900 

INTRODUC'l'ION 

-
El Dorado in the heart of Union County, Arkansas, has the 

distinction or having been under three flags; the territory in . 

which it lies having belonged to Spain and France at various 

times before the famous Louisiana PUrcbase of 1803.' In 1541 

DeSoto claimed th.is land for Spain and about one hundred fifty 

years later LaSalle took posse~sion of it for France. The 

nearest Desoto came to El Dorado was in his trek down the 

Ouachita River which bounds· one side of what is now Union 

County. LaSalle did not explore the extreme southern part of 

the state because his travels carried him down the Mi~missippi 

from the Arkansas post which he had estabiished on the Arkansas 

River in 1686.·1 

Art.er the United states purchased the Louisiana Territory~ 

it rr~rs divided into two parts; the lower part was called the 

Territory of Orleans; and the upper .part, including the present 

state of Arkansas, was called the Territory of Louisiana.i The 

Territory of Louisiana was soon divided, and the part which 

included Arkansas and part of Missouri was called the District 

of New Madrid. out of this new Madrid district the District of 

Arkansas, which included about two~thirds of the present state, 

1Jobn HUgh Reynolds, "Arkansas from 1539 ~o 1836", The · South 
in the Building of the Nation, III, 263-265 . 1 John Gould 
Fletcher, Arkansas, pp. 32-87 •· Hazel Presson and David Y. 
Thomas, The story of Arkansas, pp. 32-37 .: 
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was established in 1806.1 

The name of the Territory of Louisiana was changed to the 

Territory of Missouri.; In 1813 the legislature of -the Territory 

of Missouri, of which Arkansas. was a part, formed several 

counties; the District of Arkansas became the County of Arkansas 
·,2 with Arkansas post as the· county seat.· 

The sparsely settled County of Arkansas was cut off from 

the Mispouri Territory in 1819 when Missouri made an effort to 

become a state . This division resulted in the creation of 

Arkansas Territory. by Congress on March 2, 1819. The government 

of the territory began on the fallowing July 4.: 

·Ambrose H. Sevier, Arkansas deleg~te to Congress, offered 

a resolution in 1833, instructing the committee on territories 

to make a recommendation on the admission of Arkansas Territory 

to statehood.; After several attempts the bill for admission to 

statehood was passed June 13, 1836, and was approved by 

President Jackson on June 15.- Arkansas became the twenty-fifth 

state of the Union on July 4, 1836~i
3 

Union County, in the Gulf Coastal Plain, has a rich loamy 

soil which is fairl.y productive under natural conditions and is 

!Reynolds, "Arkansas from 1539 to 1836", South in Building .of 
Nation, III, 273-274. Presson, and Thomas, Arkansas, p. 107.1 

2rbid. 

3Reynolds, "Arkansas from 1539 to 1836", South in Building of 
Nation, III, 275; 284-285. c. Armitage Harper, Xhe Story of 
Arkansas, pp. 33; 50-51. Dallas T. He~ndon, Centennial History 
of Arkansas, II, 143; , 219-225; 228-231., 
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especially adapted to the growth of timber.1 In the earl.y days 

this type of soil was available to all who wanted i t~il 

ouachita River, a boundary of Union Collllty and. one of the 

chief rivers of the state, afforded a means of transportation 

for the early settlers of this area.i In addition to the com

~ercial advantages it provided ample opportunity for recreation 

and a ·refuge for wil.d life~:2 

There was an abundance of game which caused the pioneer to 

kill much beyond . his needs, just for sport.: Many animals were 

killed for furs as well as for food. ".An ell of bear•s grease 

was a standard medium of exchange during the early part of this 

period. A m.an•s status as a provider for his family was judged 

by the number of containers of bear•s grease that stood by the 

fireplace.: These container•s were often made of skin from the 

head and neck of a deer . :n3 

some of the wild animals found in this vic~nity during this 

early period were elk, buffalo, beaver, bear, d·eer, fox , otter, 

squirrel, weasel, mink, opossum, and raccoon.: There were many 

species of birds, many of which are extinct, such as, the ruffed 

grouse, eagle, prairie chicken, and passenger pigeon.; Turkey 

lR. P. Bartholomew, and others, "The Soils of Arkansas", 
Arkansas Natural Resources, Their Conservation and use, pp. 
42-43. Morgan R. owens, nconservation and Use of Natural Re
sources", Arkansas Natural Resourc,es, Their Conservation and 
use, p. 382 •' 

21.· A. Henry, nwater Resources in Arkansas", Arkansas Natural.
Resources, pp. 139-143.: Harper, Arkansas, pp.: 13-15.; 

3s. c. Dellinger, "Conservation of Wild Animal Life in 
Arkansasn, Arkansas' Natural Resources, Their Conservation and 
use. p. 291.: 
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and quail were in abundance during this early period.: Laws now 

protect all wild life which survived the westward movement·~:l 

Union County and surrounding territory was originally 

covered with a good stand of various kinds of hard wood timber 

and fine yellow pine.: About eighty-five per cent of the land 

was covered with forests and the remaining fifteen er cent 

with grass~·2 

Oil, gas, asphalt, lignite, clay, chalk, marl, · gypsum, 

greensand, bentonite, f~ller•s earth, sand, and gravel are 

minerals found in the Gulf Coastal Plain area., Union County is 

rich in oil and gas which accounts for the slogan, "El Dorado, 

The Oil capital of .Arkansasn.3 

· lnellinger nconservation of Wild Animal Life in Arkansas", 
Arkansas• Natural Resources, Their Conservation and Use, p.; 291. 
Fle-tcher, Arkansas, p. 5 . i 

2Fred H. Lange, and R. D. Stevens, "Forest Conservation and 
Management in Arkansas", Arkansas• Natural Resources, Their 
conservation and Use, p. 199. DWight M. Moore, "Conservation of 
Wild plant Life .in Arkan$asn, Arkansas• Natural Resources, Their 
conservation and use, pp.i 246-247 . i 

3George c. :sranner, and Alec M. Cromwell, "Mineral Resources 
of Arkansas", Arkansas• Natural. Resources~ Their Conservation 
and use. pp. 73_79_. Harper, Arkansas, p.- :l4 



CHAPTER II 

UNION COUNTY 

Union County is located on the southern border of the 

state about midway between the Mississippi and the Red River.I 

It is bounded on the north by Bradley, Calhoun, and -Ouachita 

Counties; on the east by Ashley County; on the south by the 

State of Louisiana; and· on the west by Columbia County.i The 

ouachita River .forms the entire eastern boundary and part of the 

northern boundary of the county .-1 

Union County was one of the many new counties created 

during territorial days. It was created out of territory taken 

from Clark and Hempstead Counties on November 2, 1829, by -the 

Sixth Territorial legislature.- When Union County, the eight

eenth county, was approved by the governor, John Pope, it in

cluded all of Bradley, Calhoun, and Ouachita Counties and part 

of Ashley, Drew, l)allas, Cleveland, Nevada, and Colwnbia 

t . 2 coun 1.es. 

The area of Union County was reduced on December 18., 1840, 

when the state created Bradley County with an area of six 

hundred fifty-nine square miles.: On November 29, 1832, seven 

lDallas T. Herndon, centennial History .of Arkansas, I, p. 810. 
weston Arthur Goodspeed, editor-in-chief, The Province and the 
States, VII, y., •· 154.i 

· 2Reynolds, Makers of Arkansas History p.: 307 ~- Herndon, · 
centennial History of Arkansas, I, p. sio.· Goodspeed! Biograph
ical and Historical Memoirs of Southern Arkansas, p. e20.' 
Ei Dorado (A~kansas) Sunday News, June 21, 1936. 



-6-

hundred thirty-three square miles were taken out of the north

western part of the county to form Quachita County.- An Act 

passed by the state legislature in 1852 took part of the western 

part of Union County to help form Columbia County. Although 

greatly reduced in size by the formation of adjoining counties, 

it still remains the largest county in the state with an area of 
·J. 1048 square miles.· 

Although the county was created November 29, 1829, the 

organization of .the government was not completed until pril 9, 

1830.; The county seat was located at Ecore a• Fabre, the pres

ent city of Camden in Ouachita County.· There were no county 

buildings erected in this place.· The first session of court of 

the county was held in the house of Jolm Nunn with Honorable 

Jonathan Black presiding .:2 

With the reduction in the size of Union County, the county 

seat was left in the northwest part of the · county.1 For this 

reason the people of the county felt it was necessary to select 

a new site.' William Young, E.T. Franklin, and J'. H. Pearce 

were elected as commissioners to make the selection. on .July 30. 

1838, the {ollowing ·report was made to the court by the commis

sioners: 

"This day came William Young into open court 
and presented the following report to wit: 

lHern~on, centennial History of Arkansas, I, pp. 736, 745, 
787, 810.· 

2a~orge • Ta tum, "Union Countyn, Arkansas on the March, p.i 
179. Union county court Record A, pp. 1, 9.i Herndon, 
centennial History of Arkansas, ·r, p. 810 . : 
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State of Arkansas, County of Union, 30th 
July, 1838.-

we the undersigned Commissioners bring duly 
elected and qualified under -t~e provisions 
of an Act of the last Legislature passed the 
15th Dec. 1837, do by virtue of power vested 
in us locate tne county seat of Union County 
at scarboroughts Landing.i 

William Young 
E. T. Franklin . 

. J. H. Pearce -

which report was accepted by the cgurt and 
ordered to be filed by the clerk.n..L. 

The commissioners who selected Scarborough•s Landing on the 

ouachita River as the new county seat suggested that the name be 

cha~ged to Cbampagnolle.; The county seat remained in this loca

tion until 1843 when a group of citizens petitioned that the 

county seat be moved to a more centrally located place}2 

on Tuesday, October 10, 1843, John R. Hampton, John 

Reynolds, and Robert Black were elected commissioners to select 

a site for the county seat.· The commissioners nlocated said 
, . . 

seat of justice upon the northeast quarter of sec.tion twenty-

eight of township seventeen range fifteen west which is in the 
3 vicinity of the center of the county.· After this report was 

made to the court, Jobn Reynolds handed in his resignation, and 

Green Newton was appointed to take his place ~ i
4 

lunion County Court Record A, p. 75 •· 

2rbid·, P. · 1.61.. · 

3union county Court Record A, Pe' 165; and Union County Land 
En.try Book II, p. 281.i 

4union county court Record A, p. 166.: 
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A deed was given to commissioners; Green Newton, Jolm R.· 

Hampton, and Robert T. Black by Mathew F. Rainey for southwest 

quarter of section twenty-eight in township seventeen of range 

fifteen west for the location of the -seat of justice of Union 

Collllty . -l. 

Mathew Rainey had not finished paying his pre-emption claim 

when he deeded the southwest quarter of section twenty-eight to 

the county commissioners.· The four acre tract reserved by 

Mathew Rainey was in payment for his equity in the claim) This 

tract of land was sold to John Newton April 6, 1849-:1 Upon the 

death of Jolm Newton, it became the -property of one of his heirs. 

Mary Alabama· Newton Wright, wife of Col.onel John C. Wright.; 

This property was situated on Peach Street where the R. N.1 

tt h . . l. t d '2 
Garre , Sr. ome is now oca e . ' 

The name of El Dorado, which means the land of golden 

opportunity, was given to the site chosen by the county commis-
· 3 

sioners by John R. Hampton, one ·or the cqmmissioners.1 However, 

accord1ng to tradition the name was given by Mathew Rainey be

cause of his good fortune in disposing of the supplies he was 

hauling from New Orleans to Camden, Arkansas, in 1843.i Unable 

lunion county need ~ecord A, p. 260.: See Appendix ; Plat e r.· 

2Abstract prepared by Judge Jesse B. Moore for Mary Alabama 
Newton wright, October 18, 1893.' Personal interview with Mae 
Craig, El Dorado, Arkansas, April 1, 1949 . , 

3History of Mount Holly Presbyterian Church, Mount Holly, 
Arkansas, p. 3.; 
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to continue his trip, he erected a shed under which he placed 

his su plies and offered them for sale to the farmers. ' Finding 

a ready market, Rainey soon dis:posed of his stock.: He obtained 

more goods and established a store-.1 Thus he became the first 

merchant in El Dorado.1 

The county seat having been located and named, the commis- . 

sioners asked for further instructions as nto the erection of 

iublic buildings and making of other improvements as well as the 

time·and manner of laying off the town, also of making sale and 

disposing of the lots.n2 

A notice was posted on the sale of lots in El orado in 

December 1844.; AS an inducement to buy the advertisement stated 

the terms of purchase and the advantages found in this community 

such as being a healthful plac·e, ttwell watered location, n 

fertile and populous country and within twelve miles of good 

steamboat navigation. 3 

The January Term of court 1844 ordered the Commissioners 

to move from 

old court house at Champagnolle to the 
new court house at El Dorado all the benches, 

lArkansas writerts Project, Arkansas, p. 137. Goodspeed 
Biographical and Historical Memoirs of southern Arkansas, p. 
827. Fred w. A.llsopp, Folklore of Romantic Arkansas, I, 89. 
personal interview with Ellie Tatum, El Dorado, rkansas, 
January 25, 1949.' 

2union county court Records A, pp. 166, 196.i 

3Arkansas Gazette, JUne 15, 1936.1 See ppendix B.' 
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seats, tables, and Judgers seat, also they 
shall purchase at the expense of the county 
six setting chairs and have before the 
setting of court at said new court house 
ready for the use of the court ·and be it 
further ordered by the court that the sum 
of six dollars be allowed to p~rchase the 
chairs for the _new court house.· 1 

The first court house was a temporary one-story building 

made of logs.· It was ~rected in 1844 on a site on the north 

side of the present public square at a cost of $200.i It was 

first used by the circuit court in the fall of l.844 :i2 

The large pond in front of this first court house was 

frequented by such animals as bear, deer, squirrel, and other 

game and were often killed by the citizens of the town) In 

preparation for buildings to be erected later, the Commissioners 

of Union county let a contract to Ben R. Matthews in 1844 to 

clear the town site and fill the pond on the square. Ben 

Mc3:tthews, with the help of his slaves, filled the pond by means 

of wheelbarrows and a two wheel cart, drawn by a mule·~,3 

This temporary court house built in 1843 soon. had to be re

placed by a larger building. on October l5, 1847, the county 

court ordered a new structure to be erected on the public square 

in the town of El Dorado as soon as the style and size could be 

lunion county court Record A, p.· 174 .• i 

2Marker erected on original site, 100 .E. Elm. Arkansas 
Writerrs project, Arkansas, pp.: 137-138.1 El Dorado (Arkansas) 
Sunday News, June 21, 1936.1 Person~l interview with Mae Craig, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, April 22, 1949.i 

3union county court Record A, p. 212 . i 
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approved by the court; The building was to be erected on the 

ground where the pond had been.: Commissi9ner John M. Brown 

presented to the court plans for the new building~' -They were 

accepted, and the contract was given to William Davis for ten 

thousand dollars . 1 The building was completed and turned over 

to the county, who accepted it in 1.848.11 This court house 

served the county until 1897 , ; when it was replaced by a larger 

building which stood until the erection of the present day 
·2 

structure in 192-7 •· 

1union county court Record B, pp.i 27-28.: 

2personal. interview with Mrs.: C. ·H. Murphy, Sr.;, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, March 23, 1.949.: 



CHAPTER III 

FOUNDING OF EL DORADO 

El Dorado is located in Union County in the squthern part 

of the state of Arkansas, about midway between the Mississippi 

River and the Texas border and fifteen miles from the Louisiana 

line on the south.: It is two hundred sixty-seven f ·eet above sea 

level. rt is a high _point in the county . i water r1.ms away from 

it in every direction into the various creeks, as it is on the 

water shed of the ouachi ta Mountains •·1 

El Dorado was chosen because of its central location and 

because there were more inhabitants in -its vicinity than else-

where in the county.: It was a small town and was supported by 

the agricultural activities of the surr-ounding territory up to 

about 1880.: The first non-agricultural and commercial enter

prise which began to appear was sawmilling.2 

El. Dorado and its surrounding territory were rich in 

natural resources.· Originally the soil was a good, rich, sandy 

soil well suited to the crops which were grown, such as: cotton, 

lGoodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs ~of Southern 
Arkansas, p. 822.' Personal interv~ew with George W. Mason, Sr.·, 
El porado1 Arkansas, March 3, 1949.· Personal interview with 
Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado, Arkansas, March 31, 1949 . f 

\ 

2personal interview with George w. Mason, Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas, March 3, 1949.· Personal interview with Guy P. Hays, 
El Dorado 1 Arkansas, March 16, 1949 .- Personal int~.rview with 
Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado, Arkansas, March 31, 1949 •' 
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corn., vegetables., and fruits ~il 

on June 24., 1846., William A. King wrote. to John King in 

Alabama and told him of the fine corn crop he had and said that 

his new ground was covered with green trees; In some places 

the vines grew so profusely that they were matted. In July., 

1847, he wrote his brother again and told him about his corn 

saying that he could not reach many of the ears of corn while on 

horseback and that he had found two ears where he had expected 

one.2 

The finest short leaf yellow pine possibly ever produced 

in the United states was found in the neighboring thick pine 

forests~ various kinds of hardwood of a very fine grade were 

found in abundance.: This supply of hardwood was exhausted by 

the whiskey men in the stave and cooperage business~' Most of 

this business in the early days was carried on by men from Scot

land., En.gland, and the northern states.: Many thousands of acres 

of virgin timber were destroyed in the clearing of the land for 

agricultural purposes :,3 

El Dorado and surrounding territory were immensely rich in 

wild life. The nearby forests were a tthunterts paradisen} The 

lpersonal interview with George w. Mason, Sr., El Dorado., 
Arkansas, March 3, 1949. Dallas T. Herndon., Centennial History 
of Arkansas, pp. 443, 449-451.i 

21etters in .possession of John c. King•s grandchildren, Mary 
and .Annie Lee.· 

3personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas., March 3, 1949.: Personal ~nterview with Joe K. Mahony, 
El Dorado, Arkansas., March 31, 1949.! 
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many trappers who were in this vicinity received a large income 

from pelts. Furbearing animals common to this vicinity in early 

days were bear, panther, raccoon, otter, beaver, mink, fox, wolf. 

and opossum.: There was a1so a plentiful supply of deer, duck, 

geese, quail, pigeons, and turkeys •1 

The wild animal life was driven into less populated areas 

because of the wanton killings by the pioneers, hunters, and 

trappers.; The burning of the underbrush and the cutting of the 

timber destroyed their habitat and feeding grounds, causing some 

species, such as the otter, beaver, panther, and wolf to become 

virtually extinct.11 

Mr; George Mason, a member of a pioneer family, recalls 

hearing his mother and father tell of the great number of pas

senger pigeons in this vicinity.: In 1850 nthe pigeons by the 

millions flew over, one drove after another, to their nearby 

roosting places .· The weight of so many pigeons, which tried to 

roost in the same place, bro~e limbs off the large trees and 

destroyed the small ones.1 They lighted in the trees as bees do 

. hi 2 ma ve. 

1s .· C . ' Del.ling er, neons erva tion of Wild Animal Life in 
Arkansasn, Arkansas• Natural. Resources, Their Conservation and 
use, pp. 289-294~i Personal interview with George w. Mason, Sr., 
El Dorado1 Arkansas, March 3, 1949.; _Personal inte~view with 
Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado, Arkansa9, March 31, 1949~1 Arkansas 
Writer ts Project, Arkansas, p . ; 15. 

2personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr :1
, El Dorado, 

Arkansas, March 3; 1949 . ; 
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people blinded the rigeons with lights and using clubs 

kil1ed millions . · Some were used for food .- The farmers als o f ed 

them to their hogs . Many were kil led for s port .: As the f locks 

flew over the town, the citizens aimlessly fired shotguns into 

t hem, killing great numbers . They became extinct about 1900.' 

Today one can still see pigeon-s carred trees standing in s everal 

places near El Dorado . 1 

There was plenty of good open range for cattle and hog s. 

Acorns or mast fattened the hogs . It was ver y valuable for this 

purpose in the very early days but not very good for horses or 

cows . From 1880 to 18~0 the razorback hog was the best to be 

found on the market . They fere driven fr om the lowlands to the 

t r air-s or river boats and sbipped to Saint Louis to market .· The 
c:> 

cattle , by the thousands , were driven overland to Texas. ~ 

The people depended u on some of the ild plant life f or 

art of their fruit . edhaws, pawpaws , wild plums, crab appl es , 

blackberries , huckleberries , strawberries , persilih~ons , apples , 

and dewberries were plentiful and could be had for the picking . 

n a bundance of nuts supplied the family the year round, and 

nnut gatheringn wa s one of the most enjoyable events i n which 

ls . c . Dellinger , nconservati on of Ji l d nimal Lif e in 
Arkansas, n _rkansas t ~a tural -qesources , Their Conservation and 
use , r . 285-296 . personal intervie'\- with George ·!. Mason , Sr ., 
El orado , rkansas , March 3, 1949 . 

2 ersonal intervie i th eor e ·T. : a son, Sr ., El or do, 
.l rkansas , March 3, 194£ . persor.a l i n terview with oe K. l a hony , 
El orado, _ r kansas , rarc h 31 , H~49 . 
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all participated.i A plentiful supply of chinquapins, hickory 

nuts, black walnuts, and pecans was available.; Not t o be left 

out, for young and old alike, was the nsweet gumn. Chewing gum 

made from chicle, as we Yillow it, was not available; therefore 

nsweet gumn was picked from, the sweet gum tree . i This gum was 

obtained by cutting the bark on the sweet gum tree and letting 

sap ooze out of the cut.i The sap was the consistency of the 

chewing gum we have now and had a very pleasant, pungent, spicy 

taste·.1 

The central location and abundance of natural resources 

made this town site attractive to a large number of people, 

moving westward, seeking opport1.U1ity and adventure".' 

. . 

lpersonal interview with George w. Mason, Sr.·, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, March 3, 1949. Personal interview with Joe K.: Mahony, 
El Dorado, rkansas, March 31, 1949.i Personal interview with 
J. o. Shaver, El Dorado, Arkansas,. April 6, 1949.' Haze1 Presson, 
David Y. Thomas, Arkansas, p. 115 •1 



CHAPTER IV 

ESTABLISHMENT OF EARLY HOMES AND BUSINESSES 

The early settlers of El Dorado were primarily farmers, 

coming from Virginia, the Carolinas, Georgia, Tennessee, and 

Alabama. There were only a few business and professional men 

among these early pioneers, but the number increased .after the · 

Civil war.J. 

.The homes and business establishments of these pioneers 

were constructed of logs.· Some of the homes had two or more 

rooms with a passage between them.: Usually there was a fire

place at each end of the house. The floor of the houses was a 

puncheon floor made by placing split logs very close together.: 

wooden shutters were used to cover the windows.· In the larger 

houses the kitchen was usually built away from the rest of the 
·2 

house so there would be less danger of fire. j 

The first dwelling in El Dorado was erected in 1843 by 

Peter D. Goodwin, Sr., for his father~in-law, war~er Brown.:3 

lNettie Hicks Kilgore, History of Columbia County, pp. 16-18.1 

personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., El Dorado, Ark
ansas, April 7, 1949. David Y. Thomas, Arkansas in ·war and Re
construction, p. 12~ 

2Hazel Presson, -David Y. Thomas, The Story of Arkansas, pp .· 
112-113.· personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., -El Dor
ado, Arkansas 1 March 3, 1949 •· Personal interview with J. O. 
Shaver, El Dorado, Arkansas, February 16, 1949. 

3Goodspeed , BiograJhical and Histroical Memoirs of Southern· 
Arkansas, p. 827 ._ personal interview with Mae Craig, El Dorado, 
Arkansasi April 22, 1949. personai interview with Mrs. H. M. 
Geren, E Dorado, Arkansas, May 13, 1949.· 
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The first drug store was erected by Dr. Franklin Courtney. It 

was a one story building made of hewn logs, the dimensions of 

which were eighteen feet by twenty-eight feet. It had a pun

cheon or split l .og floor. J. A log hotel was erected by Jolm c. 
MCLemore and a law office by Marr and Chapman. Robert M. Hardy, 

one of the town site commissioners, a lawyer., and the county 

clerk at this time, built a law office in which he kept the 

county records. A mercantiie store was also established in the 

200 block of fest Main near the present site of the First Baptis·~ 

Church in this same year. The latter part of the year a log 

store was erected by Martin and Utley_. At this time, John 

Cornish, the sheriff, started a large frame hotel which was not 

completed until ~845. 2 

A number of business firms were located in El Dorado before 

the Civil war and had a good annual trade. Generally, the 

accounts of the farmers were carried by the merchants until har

vest then the bills were paid with the products he had to se11.1 

The lack of banks and transportation facilities made the barter 

system necessary.2 

lpersonal interview with Mrs. w. P. ' Reasons, El Dorado, Ark
ansas, March 17, l.949. Personal . interview with George w. Mason., 
Sr.·, -El Dorado, Arkansas, March 3, 1949.1 

2Goodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Southern 
Arkansas, p. 827 •· Personal interview with Mae Craig, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, April 22, 1949.- El Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News, 
June 21, 1936, p. 9. Business firms locat~d in El D~rado before , 
the Civil war were: Martin and Utley, Martin and purington, c. F. 1 

Sargent, Newton and Tatum, John Cornish, Buckingham and Temple, 
w. s. Lacy and Company, James B. Small, .James Hudson, Mathews 
Morgan and company, A. Rust and Company., 
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These early merchants had to depend on wat er transport ation 

for bringing goods from New Orleans . The boats came up the 

Mississippi to the Red River, then up the Ouachita River to the 

El Dorado Landing , now called Calion, hence overland to ~l Dor-

l 
ado . 

Edmond Mahony established a tailor shop in 1850 . The f irst 

confederate soldiers to leave El Dorado marched away wearing 

uniforms which were made in his shop . 2 

With the aprroach of war , these firms gradually went out 

of business . Toward the end of the war there was no busines s 

of any consequence carried on in the t o~ as most of the town 

and business houses were destroyed by bands of raiders during 

the Civil rar . The business life of the town was virt ually a t 

a standstill as the entire life of the people was disrupted a s 

a result of war and the reconstruction that followed.1 

Thomas Marrable w~s the first man to open a business a f ter 

the close of the war . He had a small stock of prints , mos t of 

which he sold for seventy-five cents a yard .' Ingram and Bussey 

had a general store . Their stock consisted largely of s upplies 

lEl Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News , June 21 , 1936 , p . 9 . · 
personal interview with Mae Craig , El Dorado , Arkansas, pril 
22 , 1949 . 

2personal interview with Joe K. Mahony, son of Edmond Mahony , 
El Dorado , Arkansas , March 31 , 1949 . Personal interview with . 
Alice Cordell, El Dorado , Arkansas , March 24 , 1949; 
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obtained .from farmers, with an occasional small stock of gro

ceries · brought overland from the Mississippi River.l 

With the approach of normalcy, business conditions began to 

improve and new businesses were established~1 In J..880 ther,e were 

four cotton buying and mercantile establishments loca ted across 

the street from each corner of the square.: They were Armstrong 

Brothers, J. G. Smith, B.· w. Reeves, and Mi~er and Hughey. 2 

BY 1880, the sawmills were operating commercially and had 

grown·into an immense business by 1900. About 1887 W. M. 

Risinger operated a sawmill south of El Dorado just outside of 

the incorporated limits.i He made enough lumber to supply the 

demand in El Dorado and , surrounding territory. The Miles Saw

mill owned and operated by George Miles, Sr.; was the first saw

mill to ship lumber from El Dorado by railway. He shipped prac

tically all of it to Saint Louis .,3 

The grist mills· and cotton gins were run by water. or horse 

power; There were several kinds of grist mills.i The types of 

lGoodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Southern 
Arkansas, pp.· 827-828.; El Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News, June 
21, 1936, p.· 9.' 

2Goodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Southern 
Arkansas, p. 828~ Personal interview with George w. Mason, Sr~J 
El Dorado; Arkansas, March 4, 1949. 

3personal interview with George w. Mason, Sr., El Dorado; 
Arkansas, March 4, 1949. Personal interview with Guy P. Hays, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 16, 1~49. Personal interview with 
Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado, Arkansas, March 31, 1949. Goodspeed, . 
Biographical and Historical Memoirs of southern Arkansas, p. 82: e .• , 
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mills most commonly used were turbines and center shut ando.rer 

shut.i The output of a horse power gin was about two bales of 

-cotton a day •2 The gin run by water power was ab:Le t _o gin 

about four bales a day, provided work was started early and 

stopped late., These early gins were often referred to as the 

nwhitney Gin." About six bal.es of cotton a day could be ginned 

by the early steam engine.3 

J.P. Schulenberger, a young German from Reading, Pennsyl

vania, had established a gin factory near El Dorado before the 

Civil war. This was the only such factory in southern Arkansas. 

The gins which he manufactured were run by horse or mule power. 

The parts of the gins and mills were not forged by Schulenberger 

but bought from some place in the East.; This factory also made 

mills with which to grind grain.: A ready market for these pro

ducts was found in southern Arkansas, northern Louisiana, east

ern Texas, and eastern Alabama. 4 

1 personal interview with George w. Mason, Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas, March 3, 1949.· 

2 personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., El. Dorado", 
Arkansas, March 3, 1949.· Personal interview with Joe K. Mahony , 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 31, 1949.; Mrs.: Robert Vaughn 
Montague Cordell, n1apile: A Pioneer Community," Arkansas 
Historical Quarterly, VI (1947}, p.- 279.: 

3 Pers~nal interview with Georg-e W •· Mason, Sr., El Dorado, · 
Arkansas, March 3, 1949. Personal interview with Joe K. Mahony, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 31, 1949. 

4 personal interview with Mrs.' Tom Williams, daughter of J. P .: 
schulenberger, El Dorado, Arkansas-, April 11, 1949. Personal . 
interview with C.H. Murphy, Sr., El Dorado, Arkansas , March 23, 
1949.' Personal interview with Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado, Ark
ansas , March 31, 1949.; Personai interview with George 1. Mason~ . 
Sr., El Dorado, Arkansas, March 3, 1949 . i 
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ffTerry the Jeweler" was one of the first stores to be 

opened in El Dorado after the rights and privileges of the white 

people had been restored. In 1876, John M.· Terry, at the a e 

of eighteen came to El Dorado from south Carolina where he had 

learned the watch making trade. 

John Terry opened his first business in a small b ilding 

on East Main adjacent to the building at 111 East Main~· Later, 

it was moved successively to the following locations: 117 East 

Main, ~12 East Main, 111 North Jefferson, and its present 

location 113 North Jefferson where it has been since the spring 

of 1911.- The bus-iness has been operated by Norman Terry, a son, 

since the founder, s death.· It is one of the city's leading 

jewelry stores •·1 

lpersonal interview with Norman Terry, son of John M. Terry, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 15, 1949. Personal interview with 
Grace Jones, niece of John M. Terry, El Dorado, Arkansas , March 
15, 1949. El porado (Arkansas) Sunday News, June 21 , 1936. . 



CHAPTER V 

PIONEER F}J4ILIES 

The westward Movement brought large numbers of people to 

Southern Arkansas. Some came . because of the pioneer spirit and 

others for adventure; som~ were seeking fresh lands; others 

sought an opportunity to begin life anew, having lost all during 

the panics of 1837 and 1857.l 

The Federal government sold land in this vicinity before thE~ 

Civil war for twenty-five cents to one dollar and twenty-five 

cents an acre. The land was ttinternal improvement land" because 

the money obtained from the sale of it was used to improve the 

rivers for navigation purposes. 2 

The common experiences of pioneer life drew families close-

ly together and created a strong spirit of solidarity and co

operation.3 Some of the early pioneers of El Dorado and sur

rounding territories have had rich full lives as shown by the 

following accounts •1 

The first white child born in El Dorado territory was 

cenie Howell born in 1838 in a log house located near the pres- -

ent site of Mrs. Louie Martin•s house at 425 west Cedar.i Mr.i 

lHerndon, Arkansas Handbook, 1943-44, ~·: 102 ~: S. H. Chester, 
Pioneer nays in Arkansas, pp.· 9-10. 

2personal interview with C.H. Murphy, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 23, 1949. 

3chester, Pioneer Days in Arkansas, p. 16. 



-24-

Howell was a farmer; his farm was just west of the original plai 

of El Dorado. 

In 1862 cenie Howell married Reverend T. M. Post, a pioneex 

Baptist preacher, the uncle of George W. Mason.; Reverend and 

Mrs. T. M. Post lived south of El Dorado while Reverend Post 

preached in neighboring churches. Later they moved to east 

Texas where Reverend Post continued in the ministry for many 

years. Their son, W. F. Post of Marysville, Oklahoma, was the 

father of ·the famous flyer, 1iley Post, who was killed with 

Will Rogers in an airplane crash in Alaska in 1935. Reverend 

post died .September 21, 1931, at the age of ninety-four; and 

Mrs. cenie Howell Post died February 12, 1936, at the age of 

ninety-eight.l 

Reverend John Keating came from Georgia in the early fifties 

and brought three slaves with him.' He was an ordained Methodist 

minister as well as a_farmer.; He preached on a circuit in Union 

county and occasionaliy preached at the First Methodist Church 

in El Dorado, at which time he drove an ox team and wagon to the 

church from his home on a nearby farm. · His farm is now part of 

northeast El Dorado. In addition to the above activities, Rever

end Keating was the first man to operate a brick .kiln in what is 

now El norado.2 

~ersonal interview with George .• Mason, nephew of T.· M.' Post, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 22, 1949 •1 

2Fersonal interview with Guy P. Hays , nephew of John Keating, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 16, 1949. 
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Many people of Georgia, believing their land was worn out, 

joined the westward Movement when they began to receive reports 

of very rich land in rkansas. Joseph Jolley and family of 

Morris station, Georgia, moved to Arkansas · in 1854 to seek their 

fortune. They traveled by water. 

In crossing Lake Pontchartrain near New Orleans, a man 

attempted to rob the passengers on board the boat. DUring the 

melee which ensued, many of the passengers attempted to escape 

by jumping overboard and swimming back to the shore. 1 Josephine 

Jolleyts mother jumped overboard near the large side wheel on 

the boat.; The suction caused by the turning of the wheel pulled 

her under the boat causing her to drown.: 

Joseph Jolley, with his motherless family which included 

three-months old Josephine, proceeded to Union County, Arkansas, 

and settled at Three Creeks near El Dorado. 

At the age of fourteen, Josephine came to El Dorado to go 

to school. She lived with her sister, Mrs. John Keating.1 

Sam Hays came to El Dorado from Russell. County; _labama, by 

way of New Orleans in 1873 to join his brother, w. M.· Hays, a 

farmer and an uncle Reverend John Keating.i 

on January 11, 1876, Sam Hays and Josephine Jolley were 

married. They lived on a farm adjacent to El Dorado.- They 

N lpersonal interview with Guy P. Hays, son of Josephine Jolle3 
('(') Hays, El Dorado, rkansas, March 16, 1949. Personal interview 

with Mrs. Emmie H. Rogers daughter of Jos-ephine Jolley Hays, 
N El Dorado, Arkansas, March 16, 1949. Personal interview with 
(..9 Mrs. W. I. Belll daughter of Josephine Jolley Hays, El Dorado, 

Arkansas, May 2e, 1949. 
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helped to build the civic and spiritual foundation of El Dorado 

oy participating in the activities relating to its welfare. 11 

Edmond Mahony lived in Ireland, was educated as a Catholic 

priest, and was a tailor by trade.: At the time of the ·potato 

famine in Ireland in 1844, he was a bookkeeper and an agent for 

a number of landlords.· Thinking he could better his lot, he 

tlecided he would come to America. When he left Ireland, he 

stole the books of all the landlords for whom he kept books; and 

~hen he was about mid Atlantic, he threw them overboard so the 

landlords wo~ld not have them to dispossess the tenants during 

the famine. · 

Upon his arrival in New Orleans, Edmond Mahony met Joshua 

Tatum, a resident of Hillsboro, Arkansas, which is about thirteer. 

miles southeast of El Dorado. Edmond Mahony came home with 

Joshua Tatum and lived in the Tatum home for four or five __ years, 

during which time he taught the Tatum girls to sew. 

Edmond Mahony came to El Dorado in 1850 and established a 

tailor shop. When Colonel John c. Wright and a number of other 

men marched from El Dorado to the Civil war, they marched away 

in uniforms made by the Mahony Tailor Shop. At first, Edmond di< 

not go directly into a regiment for regular army duty but was 

assigned to commissary duty because of a crippled limb, one 1eg 

lpersonal interview with Guy P. Hays, son of Sam Hays, 
- El Dorado, Arkansas, March 16, 1949. Personal interview with 

M):'s. Emmie H. Rogers, daughter of Sam Hays, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 16, 1949. Personal interview with Mrs. W. I. Bell., 
daughter of Sam Hays, El Dorado, rkansas, May 28, 1949.i The 
children, all citizens of El Dorado, who survive this union are 
Mrs. W. I. Bell, Mrs. Emmie H. Rogers, Guy P. Hays, Mrs. Joe 
Crawford, and Mrs. W.R. Peters. 



-27-

as about four inches shorter than the other. Later, however, 

he joined in regular combat duty. 

Upon his return to El Dorado after the Civil war, .he again 

entered the tailoring business. After making enough money to 

nter the mercantile business, he established a general store. 

his business was located on the south side of the B. W. Reeves 

tore, which was part of the present location of the B. ·w. Reeve 

company store. 

Edmond Mahony and Mary Rosina Klopfer were married in 1870. 

Rosina Klopfer was the first child born into the Episcopal 

hurch in El Dorado and was the step-daughter of William Mellor. 

lthough Edmond Mahony was educated to be a catholic priest, the 

uties of which he did not wish to perform, he remained a 

atholic all his life. He asked Mrs. Mahony to bring their 

hildren up as Protestants because there was no catholic Church 

El Dorado until after 1900. 

He continued in business until his death in 1887. Mrs. 
. 1 

ahony sold the business sometime before her death in 1897.-

Edmond Mahony always worked for the best interest of his 

own. He was treasurer of the town for a number of years, the 

office he was holding at the time of his death. 2 

lpersonal interview with Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
arch 31, 1949. Personal interview with c. H. Murphy, El Dorado 

·rkansas, March 23, 1949. Personal interview with Alice Cordell 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 24, 1949. Two sons who survive are 
B. H., a retired merchant, and Joe K., a very prominent lawyer. 

2Minut,es of City of El Dorado, September 1887, p . 242. 
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Dr. Davis and his wife who liv·ed in Georgia decided to join 

the great westward migra tion when they received .reports of such 

Monderfully rich lands in southern Arkansas. They arrived in 

Union county, Arkansas, in 1840, coming by boat by way of New 

Orleans up the Mississippi, the Red, and the Ouachita Rivers to 

scar borough ts Landing.; They settled near present El Dorado 

about ten miles out on the old Calion-Norphlet road just off the 

Calion highway.· Their home was a typical col.onial home, one and 

one-half stories high. It had two or more fireplaces and was 

one ·or the few plastered houses in this vicinity. It also had 

green shutters and large round columns on the front porch.i Most 

of the material used in the construction of it was brought from 

New Orleans. 

Dr. I)a.vis practi ced medicine for sixteen years in El Dorado 

and i mmediate vicinity. In addition to his practice of medicine. 

Dr. Davis looked after his farm. He died in 1856 while on a 

trip to New Qr leans . il. 

His daughter, Isabel, was the mother of the 1ate Robert 

Goodwin of El Dorado, a prominent business man of El Dorado., 

His son, John Davis, was the father of Martha B. Davis Matthews, 

the mother of Mrs. M. H. Simmons. 

Loderick William Matthews, Sr. and wife, Mary Harrell 

lpersonal interview with Mrs. M. H. Simmo.n_s, great grand
daughter of Dr. peter Davis, El Dorado, Arkansas, April. 11, 1949_. 
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Matthews, both natives of Georgia, came to Arkansas in 1844, 

seeking new, fresh lands. He was a farmer and came to file a 

pre-emption claim on some of the v·ery fertile land in southern 

Arkansas. They came by way of New Orleans up the Mississippi, 

the Red, and the Ouachita to the H:Lll Place, now called Cal.ion, 

bringing one hundred slaves with them. 

Loderick William Matthews, Sr. and family settled on twelve 

hundred acres of land just north of El Dorado, part of which is 

now within the city limits. A log house was erected for the 

Matthews family, and the sl.aves erected houses for themselves 

and their families near the house of their master.; 

Loderick Matthews was one of the most extensive planters of 

his time •1 He was very influential. in politics and deepl.y inter

ested in religious matters.: He was one of the charter members 

of the First Baptist Church of El Dorado in 1845.; He was an 

able advisor in political matters and ttheld the patronage n of 

the Democratic Party. 

He moved to Texas in 1851 and died there in 1858.l His 

sons, Ben R. Matthews and Loderick, Jr., who reamined in 

El Dorado were destined to play an important _part in the develop

ment and growth of the town.: 

The family of Mary Crawford came to Union County, Arkansas, 
'-.. 

lpersona1 inter~iew with Mrs. M. w. Simmons, great grand-. 
daughter of Loderick Matthews, Sr., El Dorado, Arkansas, April 
11, 1949. Goodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs of 
southern .Arkansas, p. 853e' 
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from Georgia in 1862 . : They came upon the insistence of Reverend 

Milliam Johnson, the first regular pastor of the First Baptist 

Church. Reverend Jolmson was the brother of Dr •• B. Johnson, 

a brother-in-law of Mary Crawford.: 

The Crawford and w. B. Johnson families made their first 

stop in Union County at the river landing, Champagnolle.; They 

lived in tbis place until the close of the Civil war after which 

time they moved to El Dorado. 

The Crawfords did not like this part of the country and 

intended to return to their home in Georgia.: Because of the out

break of the war and the destruction of their former home, they 

did not return.; 

w. B. Johnson soon had to enter the army as all doctors 

were sorely needed.- During his absence his wife, who was Mary 

Crawford's sister, ·died, leaving two chil.dren.i Later Mary Craw

foro.and W. B. Johnson were married, and to this union were born 

six children, one of whom was Nettie ·Jobnson Norris Langston. 

The home of the W. B. Johnson family during the eighti,es 

and nineties was ·located on the block just north of the square. 

Dr. Jobnsonts office was also in the same block at the corner of 

North ~ ashington and East Elm. 
'---

Dr. Jobnson•s medical career was brought to an untimely and 

tragic end in 1893. He was going at night to help one of his 

daughters unfasten the gate when he stepped too far and fe11 

down the steps and fractured his skull.: He survived only three · 

or four days . i 
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Mary Crawford Johnson was a prominent writer.· For many 

years her poems and stories were published in the Atlanta 

Journal: 

Their daughter Nettie married A. A. Norris, who with J. H. 

Mellor had a hardware business. This establishment was located 

just south of the Mahony Mercantile Company on North Washington 

on the west side of the square.· He remained in this bus·iness 

until his death in 1900, which was the result of an injury he 

received when a team of horses ran away with him.· J. H. Mellor 

bought the Norris interest in the business after the death of 

A. A. Norris. 
l 

Nettie Johnson Norris iater married a Mr. Langston. 

Moved by the pioneer spirit the Armstrongs left Alabama in 

search of more fertile land; They came to El Dorado before it 

was selected as the site for -the county seat. 

About 1850 nGra:ndman Armstrong, as she was affectionately 

called, established a hotel which was located in the first block 

west of the court house at the corner of Washington· a~nd Main.' 

Later she bad a frame building erected on the southwest corner 

of the block just south of the court house . i Grandma was still. 

operating a hotel in this location when the Civil war began.: 

H.er husband and eldest son, Will, joined the forces of the 

1Personal interview with Mrs. Mary Norris Gaunt, grand
daughter of w. B. and Mary crawf ord Jolmson, . El Dorado, Ar,kansas, 
April 14, 1949. The survivors of the first union are Mrs; Mary 
Norris Gaunt and .Mrs. Kate Jackson. Ther~ were no children of 
the second union.; 
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South. They were both killed at the Battle of Chancellorsville 

near . Fredericksburg, Virginia:;1 

"Grand.man Armstrong was known by all, and in her usual 

characteristic way, greeted everyone by the name of "Budn • . She 

was very kind and thoughtful to people who stayed in her hotel. 

Edmond Mahony boarded with her before his marriage to Mary 

Rozina Klopfer.· As a special privilege Grandma reserved a 

table for Edmond , and other customers did not use it unless in

vited .; Edmond going into the dining room one day at the usual 

time fotmd a drummer eating at this private table.· Edmond 

turned and walked out without saying a word~i Grandma knew some

thing was wrong. She went into the dining room and s.aw the 

drummer.: She went to the table where he was and placing her 

hands on her hips said, "Bud, youtre new here , aintt you?" 

The drummer answered, nyes.u 

Whereupon Grandma said, n:sud, that ts Munt s place .; Get up 

and don t t sit there any more . :n The drummer got up and moved to 

a nearb~ table and finished his meal_. 

Grandma had many friends as she was liked by all and 

. through hard work and thrift she acquir·ed much property . i She 

died in 1882 in Camden, Arkansas, at the home of her daughter, 

sue Moore-. 2 

lpersonal interview with Joe K. Mahony, friend of family, 
El ·norado , Arkansas, May 3, 1.949. Personal interview with 
George w. Mason, Sr. , friend of family, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 4, 1949. 

2personal interview with Joe K.: Mahony, friend of the family, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, May 3, 1949.· 
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c. P. McHenry and family moved from Hillsboro to E1 Dorado 

in 1892., He came to El Dorado because it was a _more thriving 

town than Hillsboro which had long been the cultural center of 

the county. El Dorado offered more business opportunities be

cause it was the county seat and too because in 1891. the railroac. 

had been built into it. 

When the McHenrys moved to El Dorado, they brought al.ong 

with them (about) six hogsheads of scuppernong wine.1 This wine, 

wbich was the finest on th~ market, was made by Mr.: McHenry.· He 

bad an acr,e vineyard of very fine scuppernongs •· The Negroes 

would pick the scuppernongs and place them in iarge baskets made 

out of split white oak, which were the size of the regular 

cotton baskets.; The baskets of scuppernongs were taken to the 

wine press where they were pressed, the juice running into large 

hogsheads and then set aside to f ,erment and age. After bring

ing his wine to El Dorado., Mr. McHenry bottled it in dark blue 

bottles. None of it was sol.d or offered for sale. It did not 

last too many years as it was freely given to be used in 

nneighborhood sickness and sacramental. services·: 1n1 

c.· P.: McHenry bought block thirty-five in the town of 

El Dorado., which was all the property between Miles Street and 

East Hillsboro and south Madison and South Smith.· This property 

was bought from the Greenwood family in 1892 at a cost of 

lpersonal interview with H. C. McKinney, Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas, April 27, 1949. personal interview with Harvey 
McHenry, Ei Dorado, Arkansas, April 18, 1949.; 
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five hundred dollars. All of this property was later sold 

except the lot at 419 South Madison where the McHenry home was 

located.; The house was occupied by Mrs. c. P. McHenryl until 

her death in 1946 and is still owned by the family .;2 

William Sterling Lacy was born April B, 179+, in Virginia.· 

He was the son of Drury Lacy, a professor at Hampden-Sidney. 

His mother was a descendant of Robert Smith and Lady .Ann 

sterling.' Robert Smith was the brother of Captain John Smith of 

historic fame. William Sterling I,acy was educated in Hampden

Sidney College where he studied law. 1 Before he started practic

ing law, he was nconvertedn and decided to enter the ministry. 

He started preaching at the age of twenty-six~! He went to 

Missouri in 1817 as a pioneer of the Presbyterian Church in that 

state and remained there until 1832 when he moved to Tennessee 

and settled in Giles County.· Reverend Lacy•s first wife died in 

l832 and he married Julia Elderidge of New Hampshire in 1833.: 

In March 1845 1 Reverend Lacy decided to move to rkansas as a 

missionary.· He came to Union County and settled near New London 

for a few months and moved to El Dorado in December 1845·~;3 

lThere are four children who survive this union, two of whom 
live in El Dorado and are very prominent citizen~ in the busi
ness, civic, and cultural activities of the town.: They are Mrs. 
J. s. Rushing and Harvey McHenry. One daughter, Mrs. Frank 
Cargile, lives in San Angelo,'Texas; another, v.irs. Joe Moocher, 
in Longview, Texas. 

2Abstract dravm up by w.i J. Pinson Abstractor 1894, for C. P. 
McHenry. 

3clippings from Presbyterian paper, St. Louis, Missouri 1882 
owned by Mrs. sterling s. Lacy, Sr. El Dorado, Arkansas.; Per
sonal interview with Mrs. A. J. Trui1, El Dorado, Arkansas1 May .. 
24. 1949. Family Records - furnished by Jim Lester April ~9, 1:•49.1 
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Mrs . I,a.cy was very much disappointed over moving into 

frontier territory .- Having pitched camp at New -London in 1845, 

Reverend Lacy sent a slave to the nearest store to buy or bor

row some meal . on his way home with the meal, the slave killed 

a deer , a wild turkey, and some smaller game .i 1hen the slave 

returned with the meal and game , Reverend Lacy turned to his 

wife and said, nNow, Princess, dontt feel too bad about living 

in the backwoods, because we are living in the midst of God •s 

smokehou_se . n1 

Williams. I,acy and wife Julia, in addition to doing 

missionary work, started the first school in El Dorado in 1845 . 

He taught the boys in one room of their home , and she taught the 

girls :in another room.·2 They taught this school for two . years ~1 

pupils came both from Arkansas and Louisiana.; Their next move 

was to a far~ ju~t west of El Dorado, which he had purchased for 

his son to farm .: 

Reverend Lacy continued to preach and even preached to 

Negroes in surrounding territory as they did not have Negro 

preachers. He was very active in the organization of churches 

and organized churches at Camden, Mount Holly , El orado, Scot

land, and Ebenezer.' He served all these churches and also 

taught . He remained active in church work until the outbreak 

1personal interview with Mrs. A. J.1 Trull, great grand- , 
daughter of William • Lacy, El Dorado, rkansas May 24, 1949. 
personal interview with Mrs.· sterling S. Lacy, Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas , May 24, 1949. 

2Ar kansas -Writers , Proj ect, Arkansas , p . 138 . i 
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of the war , _a t which time he retired.1 

Williams . Lacy had twenty slaves that would average making 

eighty bales of cotton a year. 2 He did not know anything about 

farming but was very successful , because he had an overseer who 

looked after all operations.' ,hile making one of his usual 

trips to look over the crops, he reprimanded an ol.d sl.aye, be

cause he cut up the largest stalk of cotton) The old slave 

turned to him and is reported to bave said, ncaptn, you go on 

back to your book.; That ain , t no cotton; that , s a cocklebur . n3 

Reverend and Mrs. Lacy had a large family . Their children 

seemed to follow different walks of lif e as the minis t ry, law, 

medicine , and farming .: The boys served in the Civil 1·ar and re

turned to their homes and worked unceasingly tO'ward recons t ruc-
. .4 tion _. 

Williams . Lacy drew a pension from the United Stat es gov

ernment for the services he had rendered in the {ar of 1812 ." 

The pension notice granting him the pension was signed by the 

f th t . 5 cting secretary o e In erior_. 

lclippings from Presbyterian Paper , Saint Louis , 1882 . i 

2Juanita Whitaker Green, History of Union County, T. C. u. p. 
137 , 1926 , M. S . 

3personal interview with Jim Lester , great grandson of William 
s. Lacy , El Dorado , Arkansas , April 29, 1949 . 

4Family records f rom Bible furnished by Jim Lester , April 29, 
1949 •. 

5pension notice for William S. Lacy in possession of Mrs .· 
sterling s . 1acy, Sr . · 
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William S. Lacy died in 1880 at the age of ninety years .; 

Dr . Franklin Courtney, the first doctor in El Dorado, was a 

close friend of Villiam s. Lacyis . i He said William Lacy was 

cheerful and amiable although he was blind . He was always well 

prepared before he entered the pulpit and pr~sented each point 

in his sermon in such a way that it was clearly understood.· He 

was a splendid conversationalist and well read on many subjects .: 

He was always consistent and upright , and his religion had a 

cheerful. character to it .:1 

s . H. Chester characterizes Reverend :Tilliam s. Lacy as a 

man with a nstriking personal appearance, elegant manners , and 

fine literary attairunents.n He lived past his ninetieth year 

and retained all his mental faculties .; He was . out walking 

supported by a cane in each hand one day when he met a friend 

who inquired of his .health. Reverend .Lacy replied, "Feeble, 

very feeble, but thank God I have begun to die at the bottom in

stead of the top . n2 

Julia Anna Lacy died in 1894 at the age of eighty-five . 

She was the oldest resident of El Dorado and the community , 

having moved there in 1845 ~:3 

lclip ing , El Dorado (Arkansas) Eagle 1880 by Dr. Franklin 
Courtney - in possession of Mrs . Sterling S. Lacy, Sr . 

2s . H. Chester , Pioneer Days in Arkansas, pp. 22-23.-

3Newspaper clipping of 1894 - in possession of Mrs. sterling 
S. Lacy, Sr . 
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Fanny Lacy Lester, the daughter of William S. and Julia 

Anna Lacy, was born September 23, 1847.i F~nny Lacy is accred

ited with being the first white child to have been born.in 

El Dorado. 1 Fanny Lacy was educated in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

where she lived with her brother Horace.- While attending school 

the Civil war ·started, and she had to remain there for sixteen 

months. She came home in June, 1862, and immediately started 

teaching. Her first pupils were her two small adopted nieces.· 

Fanny spent the next. several years teaching school and reading 

to her father, ·il.liam s. Lacy, who had gone blind.; 

Farm.y Lacy and Daniel Brewster Lester were married January 

10, 1871, at the home of Fannyts father. i They lived in the old 

Schuler home on South west Avenue for one .year; then D. ·B. 

Lester bought a home on North fe~t ·Avenue where they lived for 

the next thirty-three years until the death of D. B. Lester in 

1906.2 

Fanny Lacy Lester taught in El Dorado and lived a very 

fruitful and usefu.l life.; Her conversation was delightful be

cause of her rare choice of words., She died in February 1943~;
3 

lpersonal interview with Ellie Tatum, friend of the family, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, May 10, 1949 . ; Personal interview with Mrs. 
Emmie H. Rogers, friend of the family, - El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 16, 1949 •· 

2Family records from Family Bible furnished by Jim Lester, . 
grandson of Brewster Lester, El Dorado, Arkansas, April 29, 1.949 · 

3personal interview with Jim Lester, El Dorado, rlansas, 
April 29 , 1949. personal interview with Mrs.: Sterling S. Lacy, 
Sr., El Dorado, Arkansas , May 24 , 1949 .: Pers anal iI1:terview with 
MI'S; Alice Trull, El Dorado, Arkansas, May 24, 1949 •· 
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naniel Brewster Lester came from England when seven years 

of age . Both of his parents died on the boat while en route to 

America . He was alone as he was an only child.- He was .adopted 

by a doctor in Buffalo , Ne-, York, but did not want to cli..ange his 

name . The doctor wished to educate him in medicine , but he did 

not want to study for that profess~on . He apprenticed himself 

to a carriage maker . · fter completing his apprenticeship he had 

the urge to move south. He fought in the Civil ar all four 

years on . the confederate side . He came to El Dorado shortly 

after the close of the Civil :rar and established a carria e 

shop. He built carriages from the ground up , and the work was 

beautifully done , as he had one of the most complete set of 

hand tools with which to work . He married the youngest daughter 

of Reverend and 11rs. 1, illiam S . Lacy , pioneer settlers .:1. 

Franklin Courtney was born in Virginia in 1812. ; He grad

uated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1833 with a degree 

in medicine and was sent as a medical missionary to rkansas in 

1845. He hel ed to organize the First Baptist Church in the 

winter of 1845 and was a charter member . He helped to finance 

the church and often preached . He was a good ·writer and a force 

ful speaker and a strong believer in Sunday School and miss ions .· 

,hen the Ba tist state convention was organized , he was the rep-

resentative of the Liberty Association, the association of whic 

lpersonal interview with Jim Lester , El Dorado, ~rkansas 
ril 29 , 1949 . 
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the First Baptist Church is a member . l "He was an ear1.y giant 

in the ministry . n2 George Mason recalls hearing Dr . Courtney 

at the age of eighty-four preach at Mount Lebanon, Louisiana , 

and said he preached one of the deepes·t and most spiritual s ,er

mons he had ever heard ~;3 

Dr . Courtney owned the first drug store in El Dorado and 

was one of the first doctors . 4 

warner Broym came from Alabama with one hundred slaves and 

a wagon train in 1844 ., When about a mile from the site of the 

present location, he stopp:ed and inquired the way to ·El Dora.do . 

He was turned back and told to go to a small lake wl1.ich was in 

front of a shanty store . ; This was the Ma thew Rainey' s store and 

the only one in El Dorado at that time .: 

warner Brown stopped at Rainey ts store and inquired where 

he might find a camping plac·e . He was directed to driv,e north 

the distance of about three blocks where there were some spr~ngs ,l 

He camped here for two or three weeks until he was able to find 

a suitable place to which to move:i 

lpersonal interview with Mrs ; w; p; Reasons , a relative of 
Franklin Courtney, El Dorado , Arkansas , March 1.7, 1949 . i J . S. 
Roger~s , History of Arkans a s Baptists , p. 200 . 

2 J . S .: Rogers, History of Arkansas Baptists, p~: 200~: 

3 Personal inte'rview· with George W. Mason, Sr.·, a relative of 
warner Brown, El Dorado, Arkansas, March 18, 1949. 

· 4 personal interview with Mrs. · ·w •1 P. Reasons, El Dorado , 
Arkansas, March 'l7, 1949. Mrs. w. c; Ware, one hnndreth , 
Anniversary First Baptist Church 1845-1945, El Dorado , Arkansas . 1 

. .. .. 
lll<ld" 
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He bought land south and east of El Dorado, part of which 

is within the _present limits of the city . He was a large plan

tation farmer and slave holder . He sold enough land to the 

First Methodist Church for their building and donated land for 

an adjoining cemetery .· warner Brown is buried in this cemetery .· 

warner Brown was married three times and the father of 

twenty-four children. After his death, his wife and three chil

dren went to Saint Louis .: His son, paul, became wealthy dealing 

in tobacco . He was a frequent visitor in El Dorado after 1900 . 1 

There are many of warner Brow-.n •s des cendants living in El Dorado 

·tth tt · ·2 a e presen lllle •· 

George M. Pendleton came to El Dorado in 1844 from King and 

Queen county , Virginia .: He was the first pharmacist in El Dor

ado and worked in the first drug store which was established by 

Dr . Franklin Courtney .: G. M. Pendleton's sister was Dr. 

Courtney 1 s wife . i 

George M. Pendleton married Martha Ann Brown, the grand

daughter -of •Tarner Brown in 1850 .· They bought a place about 

four . or five miles south of El Dorado .·3 

lpersonal interview with George w. Mason, Sr ., El Dorado, 
Arkansas , March 3, 1949 .: 

2Goodspeed, Historical and Biographical Memoirs of Southern 
Arkansas, p . 837 . i 

3personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr .·, son-in-law of 
G . ' M. Pendleton, El Dorado , Arkansas , March 3, 1949. Two of 
their children, Mrs . George W. Mason, Sr., and J . 1 . Pendleton, 
survive and live in El Dorado . 
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The George Mason family came from Alabama December 5, 1848, 

and settled i n Union County southeast of El Dorado at Bucksnort . · 

They came because of the stories about the fertile soil in 

Arkansas. They were farmers but did not ow.a slaves. 1 

Peter G. Craig and John B. Speers were both born in Bally 

Money County , Antrim, Ireland. They both graduated from Queents 

college in Belfast. Peter Craig received his degree in litera

ture and medicine, and John B. Speers received his in literature 

After graduation, they decided to come to .America to make a 

fortune. They arrived in New Orleans in 1856 and came up the 

river by boat to Champagnolle, arriving in El Dorado sometime in 

1857 . AS they were without funds they acce ted any kind of ·work 

until they could start teaching . 

peter craigts first school was on Ioro Bay on the Ouachita 

River . He remained there for about a year then returned to 

El Dorado and set up a drug store, located at 115 East }1ain. 

In the meantime , Major J.B. Speers was teaching the 

children of avid Bu11n of Summerville, Arkansas, in Calhoun 

countr . He remained at this ~lace for about four years. 

war clouds wbich had been gathering had by now become an 

actuality . These two very close friends marched off to ·war to

gether in 1861 ." They were in the same comr,any and stayed info 

the duration fighting with General Lee ts army in Virginia . 

lpersonal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., son of George 
1,1ason, El Dorado, rkansas, April ~, 19_49 . George rJ. Mason, 
r., of El Dorado is the only surv1. vor •· 
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After the close of the war, they both returned to El Dorado 

where they entered business.' Peter Craig again entered the drug 

business, and Major Speer became a general merchant and cotton 

buyer.1 His store was located on the west side of the square 

and was one of the first large mercantile stores El. Dorado had. 

He ran a regular ol.d time credit supply to the farmers. Through 

his thrift and industry he made a fortune.: He moved from El Dor

ado to Pine Bluff about the time the Cotton Belt was built from 

Memphis to Pine Bluff, probably about 1881.~ 

Major Speer was very influential ih El Dorado and Pine 

Bluff.· He was also very charitable. On one occasion when there 

Mas a drouth in this county and there were no crops harvested, 

he sent a boat load of corn from Pine Bluff to El Dorado with 

instructions that it was to be distributed to farmers in this 

county.3 

The Jolm C. King family came to Arkansas from labama in 

the winter of 1849; They came by boat, landing at Champagnolle 

Landing.' They came to Union County because of the favorable re

ports sent to them by his brother, Billy King, who lived between 

Champagnolle and El Dorado-.: 

lpersonal interview with Mae Craig, daughter of Peter G. Craig; 
El Dorado, Arkansas, April 22 , 1949 .: 

2personal interview with c. H. Murphy, Sr., El Dorado, Arkan
sas, March 23, 1949. Personal interview with Georg~ w. M~son,. 
sr., El Dorado, Arkansas, April 5, ~949. Personal interview wit]~ 
Mae Craig, El. Dorado, Arkansas, A:pril. 22, 1949 .-

3personal interview with Mae Craig, friend of the family, 
El Dorado, Arkansas, April 22, 1949. 
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Jobn C. and Mary King had twenty-five or thirty slaves; 

and when they were freed, many of them stayed on the place as 

long as they lived. A record of the slaves was kept in the 

family Bible. 

Mary King died when their daughter Sarah was sixteen years 

of age; and Sarah kept house for four years, teaching her 

rothers and sisters, because there was no ·ublic school to 

hich to send them. 

Jobn King was too old to serve as a soldier in the Civil 

{ar and his boys were too young.1 To do his share, he contribute 

iberally corn and horses to the cause. The war had left him 

oor, as all his cotton had been confiscated and his slaves set 

ree. A friend had borrowed several thousand dollars in gold 

rom him and then had taken bankruptcy.· His wife died in 1880; 

e died pril 9, ·1891.i 

Sarah Elizabeth King, daughter of Jobn c. and Mary King, 

born in Conecuh County, Alabama, September 1, 1848, and .came 

o union county, Arkansas, with her par-en ts in 1.849. They came 

steamboat and landed at Champagnolle Landing.; 

When Sarah was eleven years of age, she entered the Female 

cademy at Minden, Louisiana. Sarahts mother died when Sarah 

as sixteen years old. She came home and kept house for the 

ext four years and taught her brothers and sisters, as free or 

lBible records and personal interview with 1>1:isses Mary and 
nnie Lee, granddaughters of John c. and Mary King, El Dorado, 
rkansas, May 16, 1949 . ; 
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public schools were not available. Sarah did not return to 

school at Minden after her motherts death on account of the war.i 

Sarah not only taught her brothers and sisters but also .the 

young Negro children who were around the King home.: In 1889, 

one of the young Negro men who was a preacher came to her home 

and read the Bible aloud to show her how well he could read as a 

result of her teaching.: Sarah attended the Female Acadeiay in 

El Dorado during the war.- Later she taught music in El Dorado, 

Hillsboro, and Cbampagnolle. 

While attending school in Conecuh County, Alabama, Sarah 

met Joel Henderson Lee whom she later married in Union Coun-_ty, 

Arkansas, in 1877 . Joel Lee had come to Arkansas because of the 

pioneer spirit and the opening u of new country. After he re

tired from the farm, he served as Justice of the Peace for four

teen years.· He died in 1924. Sarah Lee died in 1923.: 

Mary Rozina Klopfer was the daughter of T. Klopfer and 

Signa Torpin Kl~pfer. T. Klopfer came to New Orleans from 

Saxony, Germany, in the early f0rties. It is not known why he 

came to America, but he came before the unification of Germany.i 

He was a cabinet maker by trade.-

Signa Torpin was of Norwegian extraction. She was born in 

lBible records and personal interview with Misses Mary and 
Annie Lee, daughters of Sarah King Lee, El. Dorado, rk.ansas, 
May 16, 1949.· The survivors of the Lee family are, 1 illiam h. 
of :Huttig, Arkansas, George D. of Galveston, and two daughters, 
Misses Mary and Annie of El Dorado.· 
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1isconsin but went to live with an aunt in New Orleans after the 

death of her mother ·and father. · 

rt was in new Orleans tba t Signa Torpin and T. Klop.fer met 

and married . They came to El Dorado in the late forties, where 

he f ollowed his trade of cabinet maker . AS th€ town was new, 

there was a demand for this ty e of work .:1 T. Klopf er did some 

work for Alabama Newton and ~as paid in sweet potatoes and money 

as shown by the records of Union Coimty . ,2 

Mary Rozina Klopfer was the first child born into the 

Episcopal Church in El Dorado . 3 She married Edmond Mahony in 

1870 . 

Emon Mahony, the second son of Edmond and Mary Rozina 

Mahony , was born September 4 , 1874. He received his educat ion 

in the public s chools of El Dorado , which were fr ee as long as 

the money lasted and then -u ils had to pay tuition. He 

attended the University of rkansas in 1892 and 1823. He came 

back to El orado and read law under Colonel Jamerson and R. G. 

Ha.r er . He was admitted to the bar on 3aint Patrick •s Day in 

1896 . His first business associate was ,J . B. Coffee with whom 

he formed a :partnership . Upon the death of w. B. Coffee in 

1897 , he joined the firm of Neill Marsh. and Alymer Fl·enniken .· 

lpersonal .interview with Joe K. Mahony , son of Mary Rozina 
Klopfer Mahony , El Dorado, rkansas , May 12, 1949 . 

2paid by guardian of tiary .. labama Newton, February 1854; 
Guardianship papers , Union County , Arkansas. 

3personal interview with Alice Cordell , El Dorado , rkan~as, 
March 24 , 1949 . 
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He was prominent in civic affairs and very active in poli

tics . He was elected and served as County Judge ·for three 

terms . He was United states District ttorney fr om 1917.tmtil 

his death on ugust 20, 1920 . He married Pattie ,[right, 

daughter of Colonel and Mrs. J . c. right in 1898 . 

Einon Mahony assumed the responsibility of the family after 

the death of his father in 1887 and took care of his mother, 

sister, and brothers. He gave his sister, Geraldine, and two of 

his brothers , F. O. and Joe, a college education. He did not 

keep an account of any money he spent on any member of the 

family . He was a very generous , kind, and loving counselor to 

all the members of his family and the young people who needed 

counsel and help . He was patient , thoughtful, and exercised 

very fine judgment .: 

He was very active in church, school, and civic affairs all 

of which he supported very liberally.: He fotmded the firm of 

Mahony and 1\1ahony of which Mahony and Yocum are success ors •1 Joe 

Mahony began bis practice of law with Ernon in 1909 .;1 

Dr . I . A. Wilson was born in Sumpter , Georgia . The pioneer 

spirit was the force which caused the ilson family to leave 

their home in Georgia . They moved first to Louisiana then to 

Union county , Arkansas, living near Schuler.; 

Dr . Wilson was educated in the common schools and studied 

lpersonal interview with Mrs. Helen Henry, friend of the 
family , El Dorado, Arkansas, April 6 , 1949. Personal interview 
~ith Joe K. Mahony, brother to Ernon Mahony, El Dorado, Arkansas , 
May 12, 1949 •· 

.... 
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dentistry in Nashville, Tennessee, i n the Nashville School of 

Dentistry . He worked as an apprentice i n the office of a Dr.: 

Gladney in 1883 and established his own office in 1884. 1 
. Dr. 

·Tilson was one of the first established dentists in El Dorado . 

Dr. cannon Thompson served his apprenticeship under Dr. 

Wilson. Although he had a mercantile business on the north side 

of the square and other interests, he continued to practice 

dentistry as long as he lived~i 

w. D. Gresham came to Union County in 1836 from Alabama. 

He came by water, traveling on a stern wheel boat.; He landed at 

El Dorado Landing on the Ouachita River and traveled across the 

colllltry to a place about seven miles south of El Dorado. He was 

an extensive land owner and slave holder •1 some of his property 

is now within the city limits of El Dorado.· They bought a home 

on East Main street in 1878, and it was here that w. D. Gresham 

died in 1881 and Mrs. Gresham in 1882 •. 2 

Dave E. Armstrong was born three miles southeast of 

El Dorado, September 3, 1846 .; At the age of fifteen Dave joined 

the Confederate Army and served in Company A, Birdts Battalion 

of the cavalry under Count- de Polignac of France, who was a 

commanding general i n the Confederate Army a t Mansfield, Louis

iana. He was mustered out of the army in June 1865, and re-

lpersonal interview with Mrs. Annie G-. ilson, wife of Dr. I.· 
A. Wilson, El Dorado, Arkansas, May 26, l.949. Dr. Wilson 
married Annie Gresham, and they had four children all of whom · 
are living - Mrs. w. B. Robb, Preston, Lucy Ring, and rssac. 1 

2personal i nterview with Mrs. Annie G., 1ilson, daughter of W. 
D. Gresham, El Dorado, Arkansas, May 26, 1.949.i 
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turned to El Dorado . 1 

He established a mercantile business in 1874 in which he 

was engaged tmtil 1897 when he retired . He joined the E_l Dorado 

Masonic Lodge Number 13 in 1868. He paid all Grand Lodge dues 

many times to keep the lodge going during the Reconstruction 

period and collected from the members as they were able to pay . 2 

Dave Armstrong was a life time member of the Presbyterian 

Church and a ruling elder for many years. He was an active 

member of the church and supported it with his energy and money . 1 

He married a Miss Bunn; and they had one child, Bunn Arm

strong , who still survives . His second marriage was to Frances 

Eleanor Kendrick of strausburg, Virginia . , Their children were 

May Armstrong Alphin, Carey Lmnpkin, Roberta Mahony, and 

Dorothy A. Miles . Carolyn Smead was his third wife •·3 

John A. Reeves and Martha E. Mathews of Upson County, 

Georgia, were married in 1845 .· They came to Union County , Arkan ~ 

sas , the same year . They bad four children, one of whom was 

B. •l . Reeves . He was born in 1848 and left an orphan ·before the 

Civil war . 

B. w. Reeves was given an education by an older brother·, 

lyear Book - Masonic Lodge No. 13, El Dorado, .Arkansas , 1918, 
personal interview with Mae Craig , friend of the family , El Dor
ado , Arkansas, April 22, 1949 •· 

2year Book:-- Masonic Lodge , No. 13, El Dorado , rkansas, 19l.8.-

3personal interview with Joe K. Mahony, friend of the family , 
El Dorado, Arkansas, May 3, 1949. one child , Priscilla Arm
strong Little still survives.-
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Jobn A. Reeves, who had missed his education on account of the 

war. He attended Gordon's Academy for boys at Mount Holly, 

which is west of El Dorado. He finished Gordon•s Academy and 

taught one or two terms, then kept books in El Dorado for a 

merchant named Josh Smith. Josh Smith had an idea of a chain 

of stores and founded a store at Hillsboro and one at Champag

nolle, sending B •• Reeves as manager to each store as it was 

established. His succes~ in this adventure resulted in W. D. 

Gresham proposing that he establish a store in El Dorado·_. He 

had a three hundred acre farm which he rented while he . lived in 

town and operated his store.i 

He was very interested in civic affairs and any business 

which would make a better town. He helped to organize the first 

bank in El Dorado and was its first president.· He sold his 

stock a little later and helped to organize another bank which 

is now known as the First National. Bank. He was also the first 

president of this institution. Later, he was a director of the 

National Bank of commerce. He served as president of.the school 

board for many years •1 He was very active in church work, serv

ing as a deacon of the First Baptist Church. Julia 3. Moore be

came his wife in November 1879.i 

B. W.' Reeves was very humble and often spoke of his wife, 

Julia, to his children with tenderness saying, "If I have ever 

made any degree of success in the world, your mother was largel~ 
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responsible.n1 

Jacob Felix Schuler , in company with two other young men, 

left his native country Switzerland seeking opportunities and 

adventure in a new land. They landed in New Orleans and started 

northward up the Mississippi . They changed their course and 

followed the Red and Ouachita River finally stopping at Cbampag-

nolle Landing, which was a thriving river tO'wn.: 

Jacob Schuler crossed the country to Hillsboro, the cul

tural center of Union County. Jacob who was a finished cabinet 

maker by trade and had served his apprenticeship in Zurich, 

Switzerland, stayed in Hillsboro for several years, contracting 

and building houses. He .moved to El .Dorado when the town began 

to grow and continued in contracting and building.i 

Jacob Schuler married Louisia Dorsey Lee, the daughter of 

William Dorsey Lee, a lawyer from Tennessee.· The Schulers lived 

at 216 south west Avenue.: The original home is still intact and 

is occupied by a daughter, :Mrs . Helen Henry .: 

While Jacob Schuler was serving as postmaster dur·ing the 

nineties, he secured a mail route for a community west of El Dor .• 

ado . In appreciation for his services , the people of the 

community named the community Schuler , the name it bears today. 

lpersonal interview with Mrs. Minnie Reeves Sheppard, daughter 
of B. -I . Reeves, Sr ., El Dorado, Arkansas, June 2 , 1949. i Person
al interview with J. Arthur Reeves, son of B. w. Reeves, Sr., 
El Dorado, rkansas, April 28 , 1949 . The following children 
survive: Minnie , John rthur, Martha, B. W. Jr., , alter, Lillie , . 
and Harry Bryant Reeves . 
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Jacob chuler died in 1903, and his wife died in 1926.l 

Retta Brown, the daughter of Judge and Mrs. Henry Brown, 

was born June 24, 1858, in El Dorado.: Retta received her edu

cation in the El Dorado public schools, graduating from high 

school at the age of seventeen. She started her teaching career 

the following fall. She taught in the schools of Lapile, Smack

over, and Nashville, Arkansas, for the next twelve or thirteen 

years, returning to El Dorado in 1888 to accept a position in th~ 

Smith Ayenue grade school.i EXcept for a two year period when she 

was assistant supervisor of the grade schools, she taught in thi~ 

school until her death which occurred on May 10, 1933.: 

Retta Brown was faithful to her duty of training children 

for living. Her philosophy was, as she expressed it to her 

niece, Mrs. Henry McKinney, Sr., n ontt ever believe any child 

is bad; it, s the · grow.a people wJ:?.o make them appear to be bad.'tT 

Believing in this philosophy, Miss Retta always though~ that 

that was the reason she was able to get the best out of children~ : 

She was loved, adored, and respected by all. Miss Retta spent 

each summer attend1ng Chautauqua School, Chautauqua, New York, . 

in order that she might be better prepared to direct the young 

h h . t t '2 with w om s e came i n con ac •· 

lpersonal interview ith Mrs. Helen Henry, daughter of Jacob 
Schuler, El Dorado, Arkansas, April 6, 1949. Personal interview 
with Mrs. Ralph Benson, daughter of J~cob Schuler, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, April 7, 1949. There are three children who survive • . , 
They are Mrs. Helen Henry, Mrs. Ralph Benson, and Stone Schuler.' 

2personal interview with Mrs. Henry McKinney, ni,ece of Rhetta 
Brown, El Dorado, Arkansas, May 18, 1949.· 

... 
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AS an honor and a memorial to her, the name of Smith Avenue 

school was ordered changed to Retta Brown School .by the Board of 

Directors of the Special School District Number Fifteen~·1 

Robert Goodwin came to Union County from Alabama in l840 

when he was 28 years old.· He was truly a pioneer, as he was 

bold and adventuresome.; He was very active and successful in 

business affairs. He lived five miles north of El Dorado· and 

had amassed a large fortlllle before the Civil war . : Although the 

war took much of his estate , he left 18, 000 acres of land and 

other property to his heirs at the time of his death. i He was 

state representative from Union County in 1860 and was the re

presentative from Union County to the Constitutional Convention 

in Little Rock in 1874. :2 

Ben R. Matthews , the eldest son of Loderick w. and Mary 

Harrell Matthews, was born in Georgia in 1821:: He received his 

education in Georgia and Alabama, attending both public school 

and col.lege . 

rn 1843 he brought some slaves to Arkansas to operate a 

large farm and was very successful in the venture . ' He was 

elected Clerk of Union County in 1846 and served in this capac

ity for seven years as principal and deputy.' The next two years 

he managed his fatherts farm, then sent the slaves to Texas to 

his father . His · next venture was the operation of his own farm 

1Juanita Whitaker Green, History of Union County, Arkansas, 
Texas Christian University, 1926, pp. 296-297 .· 

2a-oodspeed Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Southern . 
rkansas.pp.'839-840 .; Green, History of Union County, TCU. pp _. 

133-134 M. S. 
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on which he was very successful. 

Ben R. Matthews was keenly interested in the· political af

fairs of both the state and local governments. He was elected 

to the General Assembly of the state in 1854, and in 1861 he was 

appointed county judge to fill a vacancy.1 He was elected mayor 

of El Dorado in 1890.~ 

He formed a partnership in a general mercantile store with 

E. w. Wright and A. I. Morgan in 1855.; The firm was known as 

the Matthews-Morgan and Company.1 Their first stock of goods was 

bought in New York at a cost of $20,000, all of which was paid 

in cash. They had one of the most extensive businesses in 

El Dorado prior to the outbreak of the Civil war.: 

A. I. Morgan, known as Colonel Asa Morgan, and Ben Matthews 

organized -the first company of soldiers for the Confederacy from 

Union county in 186l.: Asa Morgan was made captain and was later 

promoted to colonel. Ben Matthews did not enlist until 1862 and 

then entered as a private in Company I of the Nineteerith Arkansa~ 

Infantry and was elected captain on organization_. 

The women carried their share of the burden during the war., 

The wife of Ben Matthews, Sarah,~ bad a wheat crop ready for 

harvest when he returned home in 1865 . Ben harvested the twenty 

acres of wheat, ground enough into flour for the use of his 

family, and sold the surplus for ten cents a pound. 

1personal interview with Mr·s. M. H. Simmons, grandniece of Ben 
Matthews, El Dorado, Arkansas , April 11, 1949. Horatio Gates 
Matthews, manuscript. Goods peed, .::::::.B=i.z.o""gr=....=;;a...:.p=::hi=-· ..;;.c;:.;a.:;:l;.......::;a=n:.;:;;:d~Hi=· ~s..;:.t~o=-r=-i __ c.;;.;.a_l 
Memoirs of southern Arkansas, p. 853.' 

2Minutes of City of El Dorado, p. 262 . i 
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In 1883 Ben Matthews started a feed and livery stable 

business on his property which extended from the -First National 

Bank Building down to Hillsboro Street. His home was located on 

the corner of south washington and Locust and the livery stable 

at south washington and East Cedar.; 

He was very interested in the re-establishment of the 

public or free schools of the town and was one of the first 

school directors in El Dorado . 

Ben R. Matthews and Sarah E. Wright, daughter of Edward 1 . 

Wright, were married in 1852 and lived in El Dorado until aft-er 

1890 . Their survivors are scattered throughout the southern 

states. 1 

Loderick 1 illiam, son of Loderick w. and Mary Harrell 

Matthews, was born in 1830 and came to Union County, Arkansas, 

with his parents in 1844. The Matthews family settled on land 

just north of El Dorado. In 1850 Loderick Matthew~, Jr., and 

Sarah Moore Goodwin were married and moved to a place twelve 

miles west of El Dorado on the lower Magnolia road. He decided 

to join his father in Texas in 1855 but became discouraged when 

a severe drouth occurred and returned to El Dorado at the end of 

the _year with his slaves and stock. 

Loderick WilliamMatthews, Jr. was a major during the war 

and served under General Robert E. L~e in Virginia most of the 

time. He was captured and taken as a prisoner to Johnson Island 

1Goodspeed, Biographical an~ Historical Memoirs, p. 854.; 

.. 
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at Sandusky, .Qhio. He was honorably discba:rged from the Con

federate Army in June, 1863. 

After several business adventures on the Ouachita River, he 

began to farm extensively just south of Camden in Ouachita 

County. He was elected to the Arkansas General Assembly in 1877 

on Sunday afternoons he taught and preached to the Negroes •·1 

Horatio Gates Matthews, son of Loderick 1. Jr., and Sarah 

Goodwin Matthews, was born October 9, 1864. His mother died 

while he was very young and he lived with his Goodwin relatives 

until his marriage to Martha B. Davis March 1, 1896. He helped 

survey the Camden Alexandria Railway from Camden to El Dorado.· 

He left the farm in 1902 and started working for the Barton 

Goodwin Hardware store on the corner of East -Main and Hill where 

the Ritz Theatre is i-ocated. Whenever the store would change 

hands, Horatio Matthews would stay with the new firm.2 

John c. Wright was born in Talbotton, Georgia, March l4, 

l835.: He came to Union County, Arkansas, with his father, Major 

Edward w. wright in 1843 and lived near Mount Holly. John 

attended schools in the country for his eariy training and 

attended school in Mount Holly the last tbree years.; He wished 

to study law but gave up the idea, as his father objected.; Jobn 

lpersonal interview with Mrs. M. H.· Simmons, granddaughter of 
Loderick William Matthews, Jr., El Dorado, Arkansas, April 11, 
1949. 

2personal in.terview: with Mrs. M. H. immons, daughter of 
Horatio Gates Matthews, El Dorado, Arkansas, April 11, 1949., 
Two of his children, Mrs. M. H. Simmons and Marie Matt.hBws, are 
leaders in the religious, social, and civic activities of 
El Dorado . 
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quit school at eighteen and managed his fatherts plantation for 

the next six years. 

In 1arch, 1859, John C. Wright and Mary labama Newt.on of 

El Dorado were married .· In payment far the work he had done on 

the farm and as a gift , Major Edward ,fright gave John about 

$12 , 000 in gold, and Mary Alabama Newton received the same 

amount fr om her father . With this money John bought a planta

tion about eight miles north of El Dorado and thirty negroes.i 

John_C. 1right raised a company of ninety-six men to serve 

in the Civil war . A regiment was organized, and John right was 

elected lieutenant colonei.1 Colonel 1A right remained in the 

army for the du~ation while Mary Alabama remained at home and 

managed the farm and the slaves. The corn and hogs which the 

slaves produced under Mary labama right, s supervision -rere 

sold to the Confederate rmy. She gave the money which she re

ceived to the destitute families. A number of families were 

moved to the ,Jright farm and kept there and cared for throughout 

the war . 

Colonel Jobn and Mary Alabama right had two daughters, 

Nellie wright speaker and pa tty · right Mahony . ,2 

HU,gh Goodwin, son of Peter D. and Melinda L. Brown Goodwin, 

was born in Union county, rkansas, in 1851~· He was reared on 

lJuanita Whitaker Green, History of Union County, rkansas, 
TCU, 1936 M. s. pp . 166-168; ,174; 175. Personal interview with 
Joe K. Mahony , friend of the family, El Dorado, rkansas, March 
31, 1949 . 

2personal interview with Joe K. Mahony , friend of the family, 
El Dorado, rkansas, March ol, 1949.: Colonel John C. Fright, 

• · .l.8fu1 ;Me:wojrs pp. 123-124. H •• , 
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a farm near El Dorado and was educated in the common schools.: 

1· hen twenty-one years of age, he started farming .for himself. 

In 1875, he bought two hundred forty acres of land, part .of 

which was cleared for farming and the remainder was covered witb 

good virgin timber. 

HUgh Goodwin and Ida Langford, daughter of Judge and Mrs . 

William C. Langford, were married in 1874.i After farming· for 

several years, Hugh served for two years as deputy sheriff under 

heriff N.orris. Following this he clerked many years for 

various business firms in El Dorado. The family continued to 

live on the farm, part of which is in the present city limits, 

while he worked in town. He served on the school board for 

over forty years.l 

The parents of J. H. Pinson were large land owners and 

slave holders in south Carolina. They were very anxious for 

J . H. to follow the same type of work., . J. H. would not consider 

it at all because he was opposed to slavery.· Against his par

ents wishes, he went to the University of south Carolina to 

study medicine. After he received his degree, he went to 

Mississippi where he met and later married Fannie E. nucker .: 

1personal interview with Mrs. H. M. Geren, daughter of Hugh 
Goodwin, El Dorado, Arkansas, May 13, 1949.: Goodspeed, Bi
ographical and Historical Memoirs, pp. 838-839. The survivors 
of Rugh and Ida Goodwin are very active and influential in the 
religious, civic and social activities of El Dorado. They are 
Mrs. Rose Thompson, Mrs. J.B. Wharton, Sr., James, Mrs. W. H. 
Geren, Jarvis, Alta, Mrs. Bert Galbraith, and Mrs.· Nat T. nyer. 
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rn 1857, moved by the r ioneer spirit, they came across the 

country in covered wagons to Union County and s.ettled at Libson, 

twelve miles northwest of El Dorado. They moved to El Dorado in 

1862 and bought an entire block between Hill and Jackson and 

Main and Cedar streets. They built their home on the corner of 

Main and Hill and lived there the ... rest of their lives.· 

Dr. Pinson did not go to the army because he had only one 

eye. He was the onl.y doctor in El Dorado during the war except 

an elderly man by the name of Greenwood.· Dr. Pinson had two 

rooms built off the kitchen in which he treated his patients, 

one room for the white people and one for Negroes. Mrs. Pinson 

often nursed his patients.· Aunt Harriet, their negro cook, and 

her son also helped care for the patients.: Dr. Pinson always 

said one half of the world had to care for the other half and he 

thanked God he was one of the ones able to serve the others; 

He had two horses which he rode, on alternate days to make 

his calls. There were so many long hard trips and such long 

hours that he would often become exhausted before he reached 

home and would go to sleep on the horse.; The horse would came 

home with him and come to the gate and whinny • . 

In 1896 Dr. Pinson was brought home by his horse in a state 

of collapse, stricken with lagrippe, which had reached epidemic 

pro ·Ortions. He was seriously ill for several months and never 

did completely recover, as his heart was left in a weakened con-

dition. He died in his sleen in 1898 .. 1 

lpersonal interview with Mrs. H. c. McKinney, granddaughter of 
J . H. Pinson, El Dorado, Arkansas, April 27, 1949.' 

-
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William .J. Pinson, son of Dr. and Mrs. J. H. _Pinson, was 

born at Libson, Arkansas, March l3, l860~: He lived in El Dorado 

all his life except four years which were spent in Texas.: 

William J. Pinson was a graduate in medicine a profession 

he followed ten years.' He served as Deputy Clerk of Union 

county for ten years and was elect,ed Circuit Clerk for six years . 

He was a member of the Arkansas Legislature from Union County in 

1913-1914.: He also served as Offic,e Deputy of the United States 

Marshal for a four year period. 1 

William Pinson became a Mason in El Dorado Lodge Number l.3 

in 1884. He died Se:Ptember 6, 1926 ~:l 

Minnie Clark came to Farmerville, Louisiana, in the fifties 

from Glen Falls, New York. She was educated in a girls' school 

in up-state New York on the Hudson River. About 1867, Minnie 

Clark came to Union county, Arkansas, to teach and taught in a 

school northeast of Hillsboro; 1.ater she taught in other parts 

of the county, finally com'ing to El Dorado, where she taught and 

lived after she retired. She made few visits back to her home 

state. She loved the south and unlike many teachers from the 

North did not leave during the Civil War~;2 

l.year Book, El Dorado Lodge, No .• 13, Free and Accepted Masons, 
1883-1£)18. 1 personal interview with Mrs. Henry McKinney, Sr., 
daughter of filliam J. Pinson, El Dorado, Arkansas, April 27, 
1949. personal interview with Jo·e K. Mahony, friend of the fam
ily, El Dorado, Arkansas, May 3, 1949.· His _survivors are a 
daughter and son, Mrs. Sula McKinney and John Henry Pinson. 

2personal interview with Mrs. Tom Williams, friend of Minnie 
Clark El Dorado, Arkansas, May 11, 1949. Personal interview 
with Ellie Tatum, friend of Minnie Clark, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
May 9, 1949.' 
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ACCording to a story, Minnie was to have married a Dr.i 

Sherman of her home town; but when her sister came home from 

school, he fell in love with the sister, and Minnie came South. 

She was well trained and could adapt herself to any group.' 

She was a welcome guest in almost any community in Union Connty •· 

She had a keen sense of humor and was well informed on most 

general subjects. She was meticulous as to her appearance al

though she would never have a picture made.; 

She made her home with the schul~r family for the last 

twenty years of her stay in rEl Dorado_. About J.906 she returned 
-· J. 

to Glen Fall s, New York, where she died several years l.a ter •' 

According to the above study two pioneer families came from 

Virginia; one from south Carolina; six from Alabama; ten from 

Georgia; one from Tennessee; one from Pennsylvania; and two from 

New York_. Three young men came to this locality from Ireland 

and one from switzerland. 1 

Of the twenty-two families who were farmers five of them 

were slave owners.; There were six doctors, five preachers and 

three regular teachers in this community.i In this particular 

group used for this study there were six merchants, one tailor, 

one carriage maker and two cabinet makers• ' 

Most of the people who settled in this area were originally 

southerners as they bad migrated from the eastern southern state>, 

Virginia, Tennessee, South caro.lina, Georgia, and Alabama. A 

few came from Ireland and a small number were of German and Nor-

lpersonal interview with Ellie Tatum, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
May 9, 1949 . 
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wegian extraction. They were homogeneous in religion, language, 

customs, culture , race ., and national origin. They were people 

of moderate means with the exception of two or three larg_e slave 

holders . Under adverse conditions t hey worked together to 

inculcate in their children high ideals . i 

,I' 
I 



CHAPTER VI 

ECO OMIC LIF 

In the early days of El Dorado, . life centered around the 

farm. The pioneer had plenty of good soil , which was his chief 

source of livelihood . Before he could settle down to farming, 

as he bad been accustomed to in his former home , he built a log 

house assisted by all members of the family and neighbors, if he 

had any. The big task confronting him was the rrclearin of the 

new groundn or the preparation of the land for cultivation. 

The pioneer cut the underbrush on a piece of land and put 

it in heaps to be burned. He made rails out of the trees which 

were suitable for that purpose . After the supply of fuel had 

been obtained, he cut the remaining timber into convenient 

lengths for handling . The neighbors -were invited to a log 

rolling and helped him place the logs in heaps which ere burnea:1. 

The men used large, tough hickory sticks with which to roll 

the logs. The sticks were placed under the log, then a man 

holding each end of the stick would help carry the log to the 

heap . A large log about ten feet long required four large 

sticks and eight men to carry it . Logs or blocks were placed 

near the heap on which one end of the stick could rest . Then 

the logs could easily be rolled off the sticks onto the heap . 

The log rolling completed, all partook of the feast rre

pared by the women of the families participating . · The social 

.J..presson and Thomas , Story of Arkansas, pp. 109-116 .' 
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hour often terminated with square dancing and games .· usually a 

gallon jug of whiskey was passed around . ·l 

Each family had to be self-reliant and meet its needs by 

its own ingenuity. All food and most of the clothing wer·e pro

duced at home . Each family had a large garden which was worked 

with crude implements, fashioned by the farmer or the local 

blacksmith. The farmer always made the plow stocks and handles 

and had the blacksmith make the metal points , if he were near 

enough. iater, however, the metal points were brought by boat 

from New Orleans . The plow stocks were single, being pulled by 

one horse . The various kinds of points which wer·e fastened to 

the stock were single and double turning shovels, sweeps , heel 

sweeps, and scooters .· Other implements used in farming and 

gardening were the hand saw, cross cut saw, rare , hoe , ax, 

hatchet , adz , pick ax, picks , and harrows , which were usually 

made out -0f sharpened .hickory sticks.2 
A small plow, which was 

fastened on a wheel and could be pushed by a person, was in use 

before the turn of the century . 3 

The soii , rich with leaf mold, was fine for the crops 

which were grown.; The constant use of the soil with very litt1~ 

lpersonal interview with George W. Mason, Sr ., El Dorado , 
Arkansas, Aprils, 1949. 

2personal interview with J . o. Shaver , El Dorado, Arkansas, 
A ril 7 , 1949 . personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., 
El Dorado, Arkansas, pril 7, 1949 •· 

3personal interview with George W. Mason , Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas , April 7, 1949 •· 
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if any crop rotation, and the erosion of the top soil ca us·ed it 

to become very poor.: To maintain maximum production, the pio

neer had to- resort to the use of the fertilizer he had at.home, 

as commercial fertilizer was not available 'lllltil about twenty 

years after the Civil war." He enriched his soil with barnyard 

manure and additional leaf mold .; 

planting was a slow and tedious process, as it was done by 

hand. Corn was dropped as the sower walked along the furrow; 

cotton was sown by hand; carrying the seed in a sack fastened on 

something like an apron, the sower sowed the seed thickly ~il 

During the real early period, wagons and carts were made by 

a carpenter or a blacksmith.' The wheels were mad·e of cross 

sections of black gum, chosen for its toughness, which is caused 

by its being a cross grain wood.i The rear wheels were about 

one-fourth larger than the front ones. 1 All the buggies, surreys 

and phaetons were brought by boat from New Orleans.; 

rn these early days, all the lumber used was made by what 

was called the whip stock or whip saw.- It was similar ·to the 

cross cut saw; but instead of cutting cross grain, it cut the 

lumb~r with the grain.· The log was elevated on a specially pre-

pared platform.: one person stood on the ground beneath it and 

one on the platform with the loo- : o• The saw was drawn back and 

forth as a cross cut saw but with the grain of the timber.' All 

lpersonal interview with Joe K. _Mahony, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 31, 1949 . personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., 
El Dorado, Arkansas, April 5, 1949. 
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lumber was dressed by hand with a draFing kn1· fe and pl ; ,-., ane. The 

tongue and groove w~re put on lumber by hand.· A year was re

quired to build a tbree or four room house~i 

The furniture, spinning wheels, and looms were all made by 

some good carpenter or capinet maker •1 The chief pieces of furni ... 

ture were beds, bureaus, washstands, and wardrobes usually made 

of walnut or pine.- Sometimes the tops of the bureaus and ·wash

stands were covered with marble.; The wardrobe found in most 

homes was _very high and usually had two clothes compartments 

underneath which was a small drawer. 

'rn addition to furniture making, these early craftsmen 

fashioned coffins of pine lumber in a somewhat elongated dia

mond shape. They were covered both inside and out with black 

cloth. cotton padding was placed over this bla9k covering on 

the inside, then covered with some finer Light colored material. 

The outer covering was usually black velvet. 1 The coffin was 

finally placed in a large pine box made of rough lmnber~ 1 

Leather usually was tanned by someon,e · in the community for 

a very small fee and made into shoes and harness by local shoe~ 

makers and harnessmakers~;2 In preparation for tanning, the hide 

had to~be salted well, then covered with ashes to prevent it 

lpersonal interview with George • Mason, Sr.-, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, April 5, 1949 . 

2areen History of Union county, T.c.u. 1936, M. s . p . 63-66.
1 

personal'interview with George W. Mason, Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas, April 5, 1949. 

"' ... 
.. •. 
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from spoiling . This process was called drying .; The hide ·was 

placed in a solution made from ashes and oak -bark to tan, to re

eve the hair , to soften, and to toughen 1t:11 

soap for all purposes was made at home . ; It was a luxury to 

toilet or nsweetn soa.c' as it W?-S, oft en called ~i George 

a.son said, "You better not have too many cri..igger bites on you 

you use it for a bath, as it will give you fits urning .:n 

The soa making process is ,interesting ~1 · slanting plat-

a_ forty or forty-five degree angle , was mad·e with 

oards on each side , slanting to'\\ra.rd- the center in a V shape in

o a trough which . extended into a container .; The ash hopper , . 

·somewhat like a short , large , deep trough with b oth 

closed, was placed on the platform / Dried corn s hucks, 

or grass was placed in the hopper •1 Only the ashes obtained 

y burning oak, ash, or hickory wood would be placed in the ash 

opper , · which was kept covereq to keep out t .he rain; 1 hen the 

opper was full, water was poured over the ashes .; It seeped 

onto the boards into the vessel underneath.· 

lt1ough the liquid resembled delicious coffee, it was a very 

trong lye solution. ' The lye and the nec essary -amount of fat 

ere placed in an old fashioned iron nwash potn and boiled until 

he liquid jelled. The soap 1-as then poured into the soap 

arre1 · and was dipped .out with a gourd aipp-er as needed·. : Some

salt was added to the soap wluch caused it to harden so it 

be cut into bars . 

lpersonal interview with George W. Mason, Sr .:, El Dorado, 
Arkansas , April 5 , 1949. Deed Record LL., Union County , p .; 454 . i 
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The lye solution was also used in making hominy.- thole 
,1 

rains of corn were soaked in a lye solution until the husks 

rubbed off with the hands.· The grains were then. placed 

clear water to remove the lye.· The resu+t was a delicious 

when :properly prepared was a very popular f ood-~:l 

Meal and flour were ground on a grist mill, which could 

rind a fla.t or a round meal according to the regulation of the 

ocks; the flat meal was the fine and the round was the coarse .· 

was ground for flour, the rocks were always regulated 

fine . The mills were not equipped to remove the bran; 

done at home with an ordinary sieve . 1 The bran was fed 
I!! 

o the stock_. :,1m 

Be.ef, mutton, and deer were preseryed by the drying process , 

called the ttjerked process_.n The meat was cut into small 

ieces and salted down for a few days; it was then removed from 

he salt and washed thoroughly • . A large fire had been made and 

llowed to burn down to a bed of hot glowing coa+s, over and 

which had been built a scaffold and walls to keep out the 

The meat was suspended over the glowing embers to dry .: 

;hen thoroughly dry, it was tough but had a very fine fl.av or •. 1 

It was often eaten without further cooking . Pork was not pre-

served by the ttje~kedtr process .: It was cut into fairly small 

pieces , allowed to cool thorougbJ.y , then salt ed down fo~ a per-

iod of a bout three weeks .; It was removed from the salt an¢!. 

lpersonal interview with George W. Mason, Sr ;, El Dorado, 
.Arkansas, April 5 , 1949 .: 
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washed in a solution of salt peter, which helped preserve, dry, 

and keep out bugs, commonly called skippers.· The . curing pro

cess was completed when the meat was hl.Ulg in the smokehouse and 

smoked by slowly burning hie rnry wood directly under it~;1 

Fruit was dried to preserve it; however, sometimes peaches 

were pickled or brandied to preserve them., A layer of peeled 

peaches · was placed in the bottom of a jar or crock and covered 

1ith a layer of sugar. Peaches and sugar were alternated until 

the vessel was f ull; then it was covered with a cloth and set 

aside to ferment. They were delicious, but one would not dare 

to eat very many. 2 

It was almost impossible to buy matches. When available, 

a box of. one hundred cost twenty-five cents_. Few people had 

matches; consequently to keep a fire they ttbankedn or covered 

live coals with ashes. If the coals· burned out, it meant a trip 

to a neighborts house or the starting of a fire by sharply 

striking two metal objects together until created sparks ignited 

combustible material. 

George.Mason recalls two incidents of his early youth when 

their fire went out. on one occasion he was sent to his aunt's 

house for some fire. His aunt did not have an adequate chunk 

of fire to give him but gave him two matches with instructions 

on how to get them home safeJ..y and how to use them.· On several 

personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr., El Dorado, 
Arkansas, April 5, 1949. personal i~terview with Mrs. George W. 
Mason, Sr ., El orado, Arkansas , A---ril 5, 1949 •· 

personal interview with Mrs . Tom Williams, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, May 11, 1949.· 
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other occasions, his mother started a fire by sharply striking a 

large butcher knife against the top of a cast iron skillet.: The 

sparks fell upon a very small amount of gunpowder and loosely 

carded cotton which had been placed under some paper, kindling, 

and wood; 

Spinning and weaving were industries carried on in the home 

by the earliest families. Each family had sheep and raised 

cotton to provide materials for their clothing ~! This was espe

cially true after the Civil ar, as the people were in destitute 

circumstances. Frontier life and slow transportation before the 

war made it ~ecessary for the mother of each family to card, 

spin, and weave some of the cloth for home use. During the war, 

the community was impoverished and the transportation reduced to 

a minimum; this resulted in practically all cloth being made at 

home until the .late eighties • . Cloth was woven on the hand loom 

or one operated by the hand and foot., Cotton cloth was dyed 

with bark or roots of the oak tree; woolens were dyed black or 

brown with the walnut hull; cherry bark was also used t·o dye 

wool . Coperas or bluestone, indigo, and sumacs were blended so 

expertly that many different dues resulted~;l 

MU.ch of the work in the home of the pioneer was relieved 

with the improvement of roads, methods of transportation and 

communication, and the establisbment of new stores. 

lGreen, History of Union County, p. 62. Personal interview 
with George w. Mason, Sr., El Dorado, Arkansas, April 7, 1949. 
Colonel Jolm c. wright, Memoirs, • 123 , M. s. 
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With the increase in the production of agricultural com

modities came a demand for better roads and means. of transport a

tion to reach the markets. 

Prior to the Civil \ar , the public roads were worked by 

voluntary labor . These roads were just dirt roads but fairly 

well kept and ran in all directions •. 1 The latter part of the 

nineteenth and the early part of the twentieth centuries, ·all 

eligible men were notified to bring tools and work the roads.; 

An overseer was appointed , and the work usually lasted f our 

days. 2 

The modes of travel were ox and horse teams hitched to 

wagons, buggies, and stage coaches, which connected all the 

principal to~ms . There was no passenger service except stage 

lines prior to 1889 •·3 A hack line ran from El Dorado to the 

railroad at Camden. It ran on alternate days from El Dorado 

and Camden and carried passengers, mail , and express.· The 

hacks were advertised as npleasant hacks (with lazy backs) .: 

Good teams, sober and careful drivers always in charge·. n4 This 

service was also extended to towns in northern Louisiana .; 
f 

lpersonal interview with George W. Mason, Sr ., El Dorado , 
Arkansas , March 4, 1949 . 

2personal interview with Guy P. Hays , El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 16 , 1949 . 

3Herndon, centennial History of Arkansas , I, p . 875 . 1 

4El Dorado (Arkansas) Eagle , A---ril 21, 1881.: See Appendix C.' 
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rn 1890 the Cainden and Alexandria Railroad Company sought 

a franchise to operate a railroad in El Dorado , to gain access 

to the timber lands in this section. A meeting of the city 

Council was called by Mayor Ben R. Matthews Friday, July 25 , 

l890 , to pass on an ordinance , granting ~hem the right to oper

ate a railroad across any and a l l streets east and southeast of 

the court house in the corporate limits of the town. The ordi

nance was passed without a negative .vote but stipulat ed that the 

railroad had to be built within twelve months from the passage 

of the ordinance .· The following aldermen voted for the ordin

ance : J . w. Armstrong , H. · L. Dearing , J . A. Tilson, J . s . 

Al m.n, T •· F. Newton, and W. C. McCain, recorder •1 

The railway between El Dorado and Camden, a distance of 

thirty-two and one-half miles, was completed in January of 1891 

and the first locomotive ran through the county on January 15, 

1891. rt was incorporated under the general r ail r oad l aws of 

Arkansas and was operated as an independent line until May 27, 

1892 , when it became the property of the Saint Louis Iron 

Mountain and southern Railway . The Missouri Pacific gained con 

trol of tms road in the early 1900•s . 2 - The completion of this 

first railroad caused the town to start to grow .: The populatio 

3 in 1900 was 1 , 069 . 

lMinutes of City of El Dorado 1880-1900, p . 262 . 1 

2El Dorado ( rkansas) Sunday News , June 21 , 1936 . Personal 
interview with Guy P. Hays , El Dorado, rkansas, March 16 , 1 949, 

3Herndon, centennial History of Arkansas, I, p. 875 ." 
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In the late ni~eties R •. N. Garrett , Jess Moq_re , a Mr.: 

Cargile , and a Mr . Henderson built a railroad south of El Dorado 

to Cargile , a distance of five miles .: This road was known as 

the Arkansas Southern and was extended to Jonesboro , Louisiana, 

before 1900 . Shortly a-fter the turn of the century, it 1as pur

chased by the Rock Island Company . The development of the road 

and the establishi."n.ent of railroad shops in El Dorado by the Rock 

Island brought about an increase of three thousand in the pop-

ulation in the town between 1903 and 1907.' The next census 

showed 4 , 202 inhabitants . 1 

The following story of a trip from El Dorado to California , 

illustrates the inconveniences people had to undergo while 

traveling . 

v.· D. Gresham, his wife and daughter Annie , now Annie G. 

!Wilson, made a trip to California in 1872 . There were about 

thirty people who made the trip with them ~! The reports from 

friends of the fortune which could be made in California in-

duced these people to start the westward trek. ' 

They selected the shortest route from El Dorado .: s there 

were no railroads in this part of the state , they traveled over

land in a wagon to El Dorado Landing on the Ouachita River . ' 

There they boarded a stern wheel boat , which is a paddle steamer 

having a stern wheel instead of side wheels , and traveled to 

New Orleans . In New Orleans they boarded a large Mississippi 

steamer , propelled by side wheels .· They traveled up the 

I El ,Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News, June 21, 1936 .: Herndon, 
centennial History of Arl-cansas , I , p . 875 . : Personal interview: 
with George 1 • Mason,- Sr. , El Dorado , Arkansas , March 4 , 1949.· 
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Mississippi to Saint Louis where they took a tra in to San Fran

cisco . There were no diners on the train and the . coaches were 

open . The passengers had to take lnnch with them, as it was not 

possible to buy food except milk and coffee which was brought to 

the train at stops.- As there were no conveniences on the train, 

they arrived i n san Francisco hot , tired, and d_irty .: There they 

took a ship to San Pedro where they were met by friends who took 

them to Los Angeles .,; Two weeks after leaving their home in 

El Dorado and traveling by water , rail , and overland, they 

reached t heir destina tion .; 

Four years later the Gresham family decided to return to 

El Dorado for a visit.: The first eighty-five miles of their 

triJ, was made by stage coach behind eight horses .: The driver 

changed horses every ten miles .· AS the stage coach came to a 

stop, eight horses were harnessed, standing ready to step into 

place . 1 The horses traveled the ten mile stretch in a lope 

which was very exciting to the children but oft-en times a dis-

comfort to the adults.: 

They arrived in acramento by stage and there boarded the 

> train for Arkansas and home .i As the railroads in the last four 

years had been extended as far south as Hope , which is about 

sixty miles northwest of El Dorado , the Gresha.ms were able to 

come tha t · far on the train.: Their trip was completed by an over-

land trip in a wagon.: 

The Greshams decided to stay_ in El Dorado and in 1877 

bought a farm just south of town, part of which is included in 

the old air ort.· I n 1878 t hey bought a home on East Main which 

I'' 

' 
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is now called the Hearin place . 1 

The postal system developed along with transportation and 

industry . When this community was first settled , the letters 

were sent without envelopes or postage . The letter was care

fully folded and sealed, and the amount of postag,e was written 

across the end of the folded letter . Mrs . J . c. King in writing 

to her daughter in Minden, Louisiana , in l861 tells her not to 

worry about not hearing from her very often, as the mail service 

was very irregular and had been for some time ~·2 Mail routes 

went in all directions from El Dorado as it ,as centrally lo

cated . There was a direct line to Camden on the stage ; and mail 

riders , who traveled horseback or in a buggy , went to Farmer

vilLe , Louisiana .· Mail was delivered before the roads wer e made 

and often followed trails . 3 At first , deliveries were made only 

once a week; and as roads and transportation fa cilities were 

improved , they were made twice a week. : 1 i th the coming of the 

railroads , El Dorado received mail daily from Camden, Magnolia , 

and Farmerville , Louisiana .:4 

Another common mediu.rn of communication during this period· 

) was the newspaper . The first to be printed in Union county was 

lpersonal i nterview with Mrs . Annie G. lilson, El Dorado , 
Arkansas , May 26 , 1949 . · 

2Green, _History of Union county, T. c .u . p .- 259 ; 269 .' 

3 personal interview with George W. Mason, Sr ., El Dorado , 
.Arkansas , April 7 , 1949 •· 

4 personal interview with Joe K. Mahony , El Dorado, Arkansas , 
March 31, 1949 _. El Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News , JU11.e 21 , 1936 . 
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the El Dorado Union in 1846 by l • H. Hines.: The publishers to 

follow •· H. Hines were H. G. Quarles, R. Lyons, and J. B. 

Burton. Burton owned the pa er at the outbreak of the war and 

changed its name to the True southern~· He suspended the pub

lication of this paper in 1861 to enlist in the first company 

raised in this county. Using the office of J.B. Burton, J. T. 

Osborn, a printer, published a small sheet called the Post Boy 

for a short time during the war.l 

The newspa er was revived again in 1867 by Donnie Bussey 

and was owned successively by John ard and D. o. Kyle. Origin

ally this publication expressed the views of the Democratic 

party; but later it was owned by a Republican, D. o. Kyle, who 

changed its name to the El Dorado Sentinel . i This paper was pub

lished until 1874 when it was discontinued.:2 

rn 1879, a short lived newspaper, the Union County Times, 

appeared. A man by the name of fallace was the publisher, who 

sold the paper nine months later.; The El Dorado Eagle was 

started in 1876 with Baird and Moore as publishers~: Jtioore soon 

sold his interest to Baird, uho continued to publish the paper 

' nntil 1888 when he moved to Ashley County.· The publication of 

the Union Herald was started February 27, 1885, by F. c. Lee.; 

This paper was bought by Jolm C. Langford October 6, 1886, who 

changed its name to public c;entiment · in 1888; The Sentiment 

looodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs, p. 821.1 

El Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News, June 21, 1936. 

2s-oodspeed, BiograI,hical and Historical Memoirs, p. 821.' 
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conscientiously and firmly supported the Democratic party. J •· C1t i 

Langford tried very bard through his paper to improve society, 

the schools, and the churches . ·l This paper lives today a.s an 

afternoon daily, The Evening Times.2 

The telegraph made its appearance with the railroads in the 

early nineties and was not used very extensively until after the 
3 turn of the century.· 

Telephones were to appear later; however Joe K. Mahony re

calls that in the late eighties and nineties T. c; Chew had a 

private telephone from his drug store, located on the north side 

of the square, to his home three blocks away on lest Main.i The 

tele hone was fastened to the outside front wall of the store 

building, and at hls home it was on the front gallery ~:4 

The first telephone exchange in :Cl Dorado was built by 

E. H. Lake and E. H. Smith in 1899. It was located in an old 

two story frame building at the corner of East Main and Hill 

streets. rt was a magneto type board of one position with a 

single operator.· This enterprise was later bought by E. 0. 

Mahony. He sold it to Blaine and Ritchey of Camden, who sold it 

to the southwestern Bell Telephone Company. 

lGoodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs, p. 821.' 
personal interview with Joe K. fa,hony, El Dorado, Arkansas, fay 
12, 1949. 

2El Dorado (Arkansas), Sunday News, June 21, 1936. 1 

3personal i nterview with Guy P. Hays, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 16, 1949. 

4 ersonal interview with Joe K. 18.hony, El orado, rkansas, 
May 3, 1949. 
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At the time of installation, there were one undred con

nections; and most of them ·were in business establishments and 

in the offices of professional men . The directory was not much 

ore than a leaflet . In order to get the operator , one had to 

turn a crank on the side of the large· telepho_ e , han ing on the 

wall. The original numbers of some of the business houses and 

private homes remained the same until the dial system was in

augurated in February, 1949 . 1 

The B. w. Reeves and Company was originally established by 

B. 1 . Reeves, Sr ., and f . D. Gresham as a partnership in March 

of 1879 . They bought a large two-story brick building on the 

northwest corner of the square , where the present store is lo

cated , and opened a mercantile business .· I n 1883 B. W. Reeves 

sold his interest to 1- . D. Gresham and returned to the f arm _. 

The following July B. 1.! . Reeves returned to t :ie busines s on 

account of the death of his former part ner , • Gresham.- u_ on 

the insistence of Mrs . Gresham, B. w. Reeves bought back his 

half interest the following winter , becoming an equal par tner. 

He became manager of the business and at the same time changed 

the name of the business to B. W. Reeves Mercantile Company . 

Sometime later 1• . • J . Miles bought a half interest in the Reeves 

business, but this partnership only lasted two years. uring 

lpersonal interview with Guy P. Hays , El Dorado , r{ansas , 
March 16, 1949 . personal interview with rirs . Emmie Rogers, 
El Dorado, rkansas, March 16 , 1949 . El Dorado ( rlansas ) 
Sunday News , June 21 , 1936 . Personal interview with Joe K. 
Mahony , El Dorado, rkansas , May 3 , 1949 •· 
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this time the business was known as Reeves and Miles. 

Pract~cally all the merchandise was brought by steamboat 

up the Mississippi, Red, and Ouachita Rivers to El Dorado Land

ing, no Calion, then brought overland by wagon to El Dorado , a 

distance of about twelve miles . Sometimes merchandise was 

shi ed by rail fr om Saint Louis to Camden, then overland by 

wagon, a distance of about thirty miles . 

Because of the lack of banks , the barter system was used.

The farmers bought on a credit and usually aid their bill with 

cotton i n the fall . 

The business today is known as B. ~ . Reeves and Company and 

is located on the original site of the establishm.ent.1 

The parents of J.P. ilson came from North Carolina and 

settled in Clark County , Arkansas , seeking the rich farm land 

about which they had heard. J . P., a native of Clark County, 

lived in Elliott, Arkansas, where he worked in the sawmill 

business . ,Jhen the Iron Aountain Railroad came to El Dorado in 

1891, many people came seeking better opportunities fo.r business. 

Among these was J . P. Wilson . 

Upon his arrival in El Dorado in 1892, J . P. Wilson entere 

lEl Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News,· June 21, 1936 .' Personal 
interview with J . rthur Reeves, El Dorado , rkansas, April 28, 
1949 . personal i nterview with Mrs . Annie G. Wilson, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, May 26 , 1949. ; Personal interview with Mrs . Minnie 
Reeves Sheppard, El Dorado , Arkansas , June 2, 1949. The presen 
com any is composed of B. w. Reeves, sons and daughter . The 
business was formed on a partnershi basis in the early twentie 
rt is modernized i n every way and carries a complete stock of 
standard merchandise .: B. W. Reeves, children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren have been encouraged to carry on by the 
inspiration of the founder , B. W. Reeves, Sr . 1 
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business. His first store was a racket store located at 117 

East Main. This business grew into a general mercantile 

business . Since he sold his merchandise strictly on a cash 

basis, J . P . , Wilson1had established the first cash store ·in 

El Dorado . 2 

The El Dorado Dry Goods Company was organized in a partner

ship by C. P. McHenry, w. P. Bryant , and H., . Miles in 1892 . 3 

rt was located in ·a frame building in the first block on 

North Jef~erson; later in the year it was moved to the new 

building they had erected at 211 East Main, the present iocation; 

c. P. McHenry was the last of the original stockholders to dis

pose of his interest, which he sold in 1924 . · When established, 

it was one of El Dorado1s leading dry goods stores; today tbis 

firm is known as the El Dorado House and is one of the leading 

men , s and ladies 1 ready-to-wear establishments in south rkansas •·
4 

J . F. Sample was looking for a place to locate and make an 

investment when he decided to move to El Dorado from Oakland, 

Louisiana , in 1898 •· In ovember, 1898, after he had compieted 

. lHis children, Mrs . C. H. Murphy, Sr ., Miss Ruth Alice Wilson, 
Mrs . Dick Bro}m, and Burney Wilson, are prominent and influen-
tial citizens of El Dorado . 

2personal interview with Mrs . c. H. Murpby , Sr ., El orado , 
Arkansas, March 23, 1949 . Personal interview with c. H. Murpby , 
El Dorado , Arlrnnsas, March 83 ,. 1949. 

3union county court Record A, p . 91 . 

4personal interview with H. C. McKinney, Sr ., El Dorado, 
Arkansas, April 27, 194~ . Personal interview with Harvey Mc
Henry, El Dorado, Arkansas, April 25 l . _1949 . El Dorado 
(Arkansas) Sunday News, June 21., 1930 .' 
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his home in the first block of North ~rest Avenue, he constructed 

a one-story brick building at the cost of_ $2,000 at south 1,ash

ington and East Main . J . F. Sample paid eight hundred dollars 

for the lot on which to build this building. This property was 

sold by the Sample estate in 1921 for $80,000 .· 

In March of 1899 J . F . Sample organized the J. F. ample 

store . He asked H. c . McKinney, who was working in the bank, 

to become his partner . This firm was a general store , from 1899 

to 1920, doing a large credit business . It also acted as a 

jobber for many small merchants. During this period, it was 

estimated that more than half the farmers of Union County bought 

their su plies for the year from the J . F . Sample Store and paid 

for them in the f all when they marketed their cotton.l In 1898 

they bought cotton for four and five cents a pound and paid 

seven cents a pound in the f all of 1899 . Usually a five hundred 

pound bale was bought for twenty dollars; but if damaged , it 

could be purchased for fifteen dollars .; 

The organization of the business 1-Tas changed from · a . partner- · 

ship to a cor oration in 1907 on account of the death of J. F. 

sample in 1904 and ·the name was changed to The J. F. Sample 

company . In 1923, following the discovery of oil, a second 

story was added to the original building; and the store was made 

into a depa_rtment store , the fir5t of its kind in the county . 2 

1El Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News, June 21, 1936 . Personal 
interview with O. G. Murphy, El Dorado, rkan.;.ias; March 14, 1949 i : 
personal interview with H. C. c inney, Sr ., El Dorado , rkan
sas, pril 27 , 1949 . 

2personal interview with H. c . McKinney, Sr. , El Dorado , 
rkansas, April 27 , 1949. 
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There were no banks in this vicinity unti l near the end of 

the nineteenth century . All transactions usually conducted by 

these i nstitutions were carried on by the commission merchants 

~nd cotton brokers at Camden, New Orleans , and later at Champag

nolle Landing . · As early as 1878 farmers could exchange thBir 

cotton for goods at Ritchie Grocery, a wholesale . house in Camden .: 

They usually hauled their cotton to Champagnolle ·1anding and 

sold it to agents of conrrnission merchants in Ne T Orleans . 1 

rn 1892 B. w. ·Reeves and his a ssociat-es . established El Do

radots first bank with a capital of twenty-five thousand dollars 

subscribed by the citizens of the town; It was located on the 

east side of the court square and was 1'"J1own as the Bank of El Do 

rado . The officials were president , B. 14
• Reeves , Sr ., cashier , 

Ector Smith; directors, D. E . Armstrong , C. ·w . Hearin, Jes se B. 

Moore , J . M. PUryear, and R. A. Faulkner . : The year 1902 saw the 

closing of the first bank of El Dorado and the organization of 

the se·cond one , k"11own as the Union County Bank . : This insti

tution was organized by J . F . Sample and associates with a 

capital of twenty-five thousand dollars . It was located on the 

west side of the squar-e .: J . F . Sample was president; and C. W. 

Hearin , Ars . A. L . Alphin, J . H. Garrison, C. P. 1cHenry, and 

w. P. Pinson were directors . The name of this bank was changed 

,. 

1Green, History of Uni on County , T. C. U. 1936, ms •1 pp . 58-59 . 
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in 1904 to the Citizens Na tional Bank .:1 

The following incident illustrates how the 1-Jtoneer had t o 

adapt himself to lack of money as a medium of exchange and poor 

transportation facilities . 

George W. Mason as a boy had an . opportunity for study which 

other children did not have . He had an older brother who as a 

college student . During his time at home , he taught young Georg~~ 

Latin, Algebra , and other subjects which were not taught in the 

local school? . AS a result of this early training , George was 

able to transact business at the rather early age of fifteen; 

therefore he was sent into town by his father and the neighbors 

to sell the yearts cotton crop and pur~hase items needed by each 

family . AS. was the custom on such trips , he would contact all 

cotton buyers , receive their bids , and sell to the highest 

bidder; then in turn he would buy the supplies for which he had 

been sent . 

on one such trip to El Dorado in 1881, young George had t he 

following experience . Having arrived in El Dorado with a load 

of cotton to sell , he began to contact the cotton buyers . The 

first cotton buyer was D. E. rmstron.g, who had a general store 

located at 100 North Jefferson across the street from the south

east corner of the square . Mr. Armstrong came out to the wagon, 

lEl norado (Arkansas) The Evening Times, June 22, 1936. 
personal interview with Arthur Reeves, El Dorado , Arkansas, 
April 22 , 1949 . Personal interview with C. H. r1urphy, Sr ., 
El Dorado, Arkansas, March 23, 1949 . 
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cut the bagging on the bales of cotton, and pulled out a sample 

of cotton to examine it before he made a bid . i Having done this, 

h$ asked young George if he wanted the money or if the price of 

cotton was to be taken out in trade ., 

George a3sured Mr . Armstrong that the price of the cott on 

would be taken out in trade as was the custom. George received 

Mr . Armstrong ts bid and started for the other buyers to get 

their bid, but not until Mr. Armstrong had exacted a promise 

from .him to come back before he sold his cotton.i The next buyer 

contacted was J . G. Smith, who had a store on North Jefferson a t 

the northeast corner of the square . fr . Smith took a sampl e of 

the cotton, examined it , and made his bid . The next bidder was 

B. 1 • Reeves, who was located on North 1, as hington on the north

west corner of the square, his present location . Hughey and 

Milner located on south Washington at the southwest corner of 

the square were the last of the cotton buyers to be contacted . 

Mr . Milner obtained a sample of young George ts cotton; and 

when he gave his bid, it was a cent higher than the other buyers 

had made . George was handed a price list of the merchandise he 

was to buy and very quickly saw that all of it was several cents 

higher than he would have to pay at the other places. He 

readily saw he could not purcbase as much with the higher priced 

cotton as he could with the lower riced cotton. He did not 

sell to Mr. Milner . 

George , true to his promise , returned to Mr . Armstrong .- UI~ 

on telling Mr . Armstrong of the bid made by Mr . Milner , Mr . rm-
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strong said, nson, I don•t see how he can do that. That•s above 

the market pr-ice. n Young George did not say anything; _fter 

standing and thinking for a while, Mr. Armstrong scratche_d his 

head and said, nr,11 bid the same." The cotton was sold to Mr . 

Armstrong.· 

rt was too far to return home that night, driving a team 

which was already tired. AS was the custom, George was to stay 

in the camping lot, a place where both driver and team might 

spend the _night. 

Having disposed of his cotton, George turned his team to

ward the camping lot which belonged to Mr • .r1ilner •· It was just 

south of his place of business which was located between Main 

and cedar and as bing ton and Cleveland; Mr.; Milner, standing in 

front of his store, saw George start for the camping lot with an 

empty wagon. 

"Hey there, boyJ· 1 hat did you do with your cotton?" asked 

Mr. Milner. 

nr sold it,n replied George. 1 

nnidn, t I tell you to bring it back to me?" exclaimed Mr • . 

Milner angrily. 

nyes, you did," replied George, ttbut I also promised Mr. 

Armstrong to see him again.-n 

"But you promised me; wby didn't you bring it back? You•re 

a liar; that, s what you are, a little liar!'" snapped Mr.: ·Milner, 

shaking his finger at George. 

George, young and easily angered, felt highly insulted . j 



-86-

Tith an open knife in his hand, he slid from the wa on seat to 

the ground and . started toward Mr. Milner . Brandis:b..ing his open 

knife , he said to Mr . Milner , "Take back what you said.' .Nobody 

can call me a liar . n 

Mr. Milner , motioning the boy back with his hands and 

stepping backward rather quickly to keep out of the reach of the 

advancing, aroused boy, kept saying over and over again. · "Keep 

back, you little devil, keep back . n 

George kept advancing , and Mr . Milner kept moving backward 

until he was able to break into a run for his store .; once 

safely inside the door , Mr . Milner shook his fist at George and 

said, n nd don, t you go to that camping lot either . · You better 

not let me catch you there . n 

There he was a long way from home and no place to stay . 

Young George knew of only one thing to do and that was to return 

to Mr . Armstrong. Turning his team around , he drove to the 

other side of the square and related what bad happened.-

Mr. Armstrong listened until George had finished,"then said , 

nson, I'm sorry he acted that .:ray . He shouldn 't have said 

that.n Thinking aloud he added, "Well, we will fix you up some 

way. you must have a place to stay all night .: Let me see . 

nontt worry , son, we will fix you . n 

young George felt relieved as he knew he had found a real 

fri·end. They went int9 the store and got two new wash tubs and 

filled them with water for the horses. fter much planning, it 

was decided that George was to stay in Mr . Armstrongts warehouse 

back of the store that night. 
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Now past eighty-three years of age, George tells this story 

to show how kindness can make a real friend of a boy .:l 

The slow development of this area was a result of the i ar. 

Pro erty had been destroyed or damaged- to such an extent that, 

for a number of years, it was a task for the people to produce 

even necessary food and clothing.· Many considered wealthy or 

comfortably fixed before the war were now in destitute circum

stances as their wealth was invested in their slaves. Con

federate money, their medium of exchange, was worthless ~- Be

fore the 1890ts trade was carried on by the barter system 

because banks had not yet been established.; 

lpersonal i nterview with George W. Aason , Sr ., El Dorado, 
Aransas, March 4 , 1949 . 



CHAPTER VII 

CHURCHES 

Most of the people who lived in southern Arkansas had come 

rom cultured families of the south and were of the best ele

ent . 1 These pioneers were generally peoi:,le of education, re

finement, and means and were anxious to offer every advantage to 

their children. The first institutions to be established in 

Dorado were church~s and schools. 

The first churches to be organized in El Dorado were the 

ethodist in 1845, the Baptist in 1845, the Presbyterian 1848, 

the Episcopal in 1850 . 

After rkansas became a territory , the Methodist Church 

rganized it into circuits, districts, and conferences. The be

of organized Methodism in Union County was during a 

of the Missouri Conference, he.ld at Mountain Spring Camp 

round in Arkansas September 4, 1833. At this time Henry 

ornelius was ap:rointed pastor of the Ouachita Circuit, which 

of union county. The name of Ouachita Circuit was 

to Champagnolle Circuit in 1835, to Columbia Circuit in 

836, Union Circuit in 1841, and to El Dorado Circuit in 1844.· 

The first Methodist Church in this vicinity was organized a 

ew miles south of El Dorado in 1833 with Reverend Henry 

Fay Hempstead, n rkansas from 1836-1861," The South in the 
uildin of the Nation, III, p. 297. 
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ornelius astor.l 

The members erected a church, a simple log building, in 

El Dorado in 1845 on the present site, which bad been purchased 

from varner Brmm for thirty dollars .2 ·Tarner Brown donated the 

land south of the church for a cemetery.: He also gave a bell to 

the church. The second building was erected in 1871 at a cost 

of twelve hundred dollars. A brick veneer, which cost sev€n 

thousand dollars, was the third edifice to be constructed in 

1901 and it was torn down in 1922 to make way for the erection 

of a modern structure, cos,ting one hundred fifty thousand dol

lars, with a seating capacity of eleven n1.IDdred and modern Sun

day school rooms.3 

AS shown by the minutes of the annual Conference the follow 

ing have served El Dorado Church: 

1833 Henry Cornelius 
1834 N. Keith 
1835 to be su rlied 
1836 Fountain Brown 
1837 Enoch 1· ha tely 

1838 eter Gorman 
1839 James c. Goss 
1840 Etban Brown 
184 rthur w. Simmons 
1842 • very 

lJ . J . Craig, El Dorado Methodism, Its rowth and 
plans, 923. The first members ere John H. Cornish and wi e, 
Jilliam 1ucas, colonel • • Hickman, Reverend . Til~iam N. Hays 
and wife, arner Brovm. and wife, E •• Brown and wife, and John 
H. skew and family. 

2Arkansas Methodist ( ittle ock) J anuary 11, 1934.1 

(Little Rock) ~January 11, 1934_. El Dorado 
~:=.-.-.!..!...=:=:.:==:.---=T=i~m ..... e_s , June 22, 1936 . 
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1875-76 F . D. Van Valkenbur 1885-1887 J. H. Gold 
1877-78 c. Rig s 888-1890 radford - . . 
1879-1880 J . R. herwood 1891 G •. Logan 
1881 R. P. i son 1892-1893 c. c wain 
1882-83 J. I • G. ouglass 1894-1895 1T Fearon .. 
1884 J. c. Rhodes 1896-1899 L. Ha.rley . 

1900-1903 J . H. Sa el 

The second church to minister to" the needs of the eo le of 

orado was the First Baptist, organized in the winter of 1845 

Reverend S . D. 1' orthington, Reverend Jobn ~1eek, and Reverend 

. -. argis at a meeting held in the log court house of the 

aunty. The peo le who were present became charter members.; 

hey were Loderick Matthews, Sr., and wife, H. M. Simpson and 

ife, Dr. Franklin Courtney and wife, and Ben R. Matthews.;2 

In 1848 with a membershi of twenty-eight they erected 

heir first place of worship. This building was located on Peac 

treet, where the Joe K. Mahony home is, on lots one and two of 

lock nine and was a large frame building with two front doors 

ical bell tower.n3 There were two rows of hand made 

ews with slat backs. They did not have an organ; the pastor 

ined off nthe hymns before they were sung. n4 

lJ . J . Craig, El Dorado Methodism , Its Growth and Present 
lans, 1923. 

2]1.Ylmer Flenniken, "History of the El orado a~,tist Church;," 
Brief Histor of Libert ssociation, 1845-1920, pp. 31-33 . 

oodspeed, Biographical and Historical Memoirs, p. 823. 

3Deed Record F, p. 238 . See Appendix D. Abstract of Joe K. 
ahony. Mrs. 1'. c. Vare, "1945 - The Turn of a Century," One 
undredth Anniversar First Ba tist Church, 1845-1945. 

4Mrs • . r. ·c. are, nl945 - The Turn of a Century, n one Hun
redth Anniversar First Ba tist Church 1845-1945.' 
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At first , meetings were held once a month or as oft en as a 

inister came . services were somet:mes held in this church by 

S. D. Worthington, who served other churches in the 

iberty Baptist Association, which included the northern par t of 

ouisiana and Southern Arkansas, and Dr . Franklin Courtney . 1 

The first regular pastor was Reverend William Johnson of 

olumbus, Georgia , in 1858 . Reverend Johnson preached once a 

onth and held the church together for el.even year s . He was 

·allowed by Reverend J . H. Everette who was pastor f or the next 

In 1871 Reverend J . M. Hart became the past or on 

lf-time basis and served for fourteen years . Dr. I,ane sue

Reverend Ha.rt and served a few years and his succ es s or 

I . , • Feezell . 2 

The membership had increased to one hundred t wenty-nine 

by 1878, and the church was one of t he f i ve in the 

Liberty Baptist Association to have a Sunday School . 3. Reverend 

J . R. Hughes was called to serve as part time pastor in l886 ; 

and it was during this year that the Ladies Aid was organiz·ed 

with the following cbarter members: Mrs . T. C. Chew, Mrs . Hugh 

w. Goodwin, Mrs . B. 1 . Reeves , Mrs . A. c. Jones , Mrs . Lucy 

l\1rs ,r c ware nl945 - The Turn of a Century," one Hun
dred th· A~~iv~rsary : First Baptis~ Church 1845.-1945 . J . S . 
Rogers, History of Arkansas Baptists, p . 200 .-

J . s . Rogers , History of Arkansas Baptists, pp. 141-143 . ; 

Flenniken ttHistory of El Dorado Baptist Church:," A Brief 
History of Liberty Baptist Association, pp . 31-33 . i 
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Gresham, Mrs . Amelia Jones, Miss Minnie Carr, Mrs. ·. Fannie 

Mizelle , Mrs . Lou Reeves Ingram, Mrs . Jessie Moore, virs. Tom 

Jones, Mrs . Annie Dearing Miles , and· possibly others.1 

Other ministers who served the cburch up to and including 

1900 were I. W. Feazell, Reverend Hughes, J. N. Hartley, E.· c. 

Faullmer, and J . U. H. Wl'.tarton. 
2 

The First Presbyterian Church was the third church to be 

organized in El Dorado. In March, 1848, under the . direction of 

Reverend William S. Lacy, the first church building was erected 

on the lots on south ~rasbington where the Shaver Hardware and 

seed store is located .; Reverend Lacy served as pastor for the 

first year then resigned to do missionary work:i3 He was suc

ceeded by Reverend R. A. Banks , who preached and taught school 

in town for a period of four years .· Reverend Beatty became 

pastor in 1853 but was forced to r -esign in 1855 · because of 

blindness. For some time following Reverend Beattyts resig

nation, services were held only as a minister could be obtained 

from neighboring churches or towns.
4 

, 

The church building was destroyed during the Civil war and 

lMrS . W. C. Ware, nl945 - The Turn of a Century , " One Hlm
dredth Anniversary of First Baptist Church, 1845-1945 .; ~-

2Flenniken, nHistory of El Dorado Baptist Church," A Brief 
History of Liberty Baptist Association, pp . 31-33 .; 

3History of Mount Holly presbyterian Church, pp. 4-5 .: 
El Dorado (Arkansas) The EVening Times, June 22, 1936 •· 

4El Dorado (Arkansas ) The EVening Times, June 22, 1936. 
personal interview with Mae Craig , El Dora'do, Arkansas, April 
22, 1949 . 
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was not replaced until about 1870; however, the church was re-
-

organized in ,1868 by Reverend Eagleton of Mount Holly and met in 

the home of Peter G. Craig on Main Street where the present 

El Dorado House now stands .1 The bell of the dissolved El Dor

ado church was off.ered to the Confederacy by Major Edward w. 

Wright • •• presumably so that the meta·l it contained might be 

molded into ammunition . 2 

-
The property on south 1 asbington was sold and the money was 

used to erect a building on the lot donated by Peter Craig wbich 

was on the northwest corner of East Main and Hill streets . 3 It 

took two years to complete this structure which was dedicated by 

Reverend Lacy, the first pastor , who used the text , "Fear not 

little flock; 10 1 I am with you always even unto the end .;n4 . 

In 1898 a new building was needed because of the increase 

in membership. A new church was erected on the southeast corner 

of the lot on wbich the prese~t structure now stands one block 

east o:E the building the congregation was occupying at that time 1 

1 El Dorado (Arkansas) The ~vening Times, June 22, 1936 :· Per~ 
sonal interview with Mae Craig, El Dorado , Arkansas, April 22 , 
1949 . navis F-. -Eagleton, A Memorial Sketch of Reverend George 
EWing Eagleton, p. 55; 

2 History of Mount Holly presbyterian Church, p . ·8 . 

3personal interview with Mae Craig ~ El Dorado, Arkansas; 
April 22, 1949 . El Dorado (Arkansas; The Evening Times, June 
22 , 1936 . 

4 personal interview with Mrs. -A. J. Trull, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, May 24, 1949 . Goodspeed, Biographical and His t orical 
Memoirs, p. 824 . El Dorado (Arkansas) The EVening Times , June 
22 ; 1936 . · 
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c. n.· Barton and W. P. Goodwin bought the old church and lot and 

built tw-0 stores, a furniture and a hardware store, on the same 

location. 

Because of its continued growth, it was soon necessary to 

construct a l arger building. The entire block where the church 

was located, was acquired by the purcl1E.se of the Craig home on 

the north side of the block and by the donation of the west side 

by D. E •· Armstrong.; A two hundred fifty thousand dollar 

structure.stands on this lot as a memorial to the pioneers of 

the church and to render service to present and future genera-
. . .1 tions . 

The last church to be established before 1900 was the Epis-

copalian. In 1859 The Reverend William c. Storet was a.dvi~ed by 

his physician to leave his home in Washington County., Arkansas, 

and to go to a warmer climate as a precautionary measure against 

threatened pulmonary attacks .; With the approval .of Bishop Free

man of Little Rock he transferred to El Dorado and Camden in the 

southern part of the state . 2 In 1850 under the lead·ership of 

Reverend William c. Storet a small band _of Episcopalians .bound 
3 themselves together to form a -church/ Reverend -Storet sent the 

lEl Dorado (Arkansas) The Evening Times , June 22 , c 1~36 .; . 
personal interview with Ma7 cra~g , El Doradoh Arkansas , April 
22 , 1949 . personal i nterview with Joe K. Ma ony, El Dorado , 
Arkansas , March 31, 1949., 

2Report of Bishop Freeman - Church Records - st . Mary's 
Episcopal Church, El Dorado , Arkansas . 

3El Dorado (Arkansas) The Evening Times , June 22 , 1936 .; 
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following report to Bishop Freeman in 1851, "I have administered 

to El Dorado and Camden during the winter.n1 

Reverend Stephen McHugh succeeded Reverend Will.iam Storet 

in 1851.j He was also to have charge of the congregations in 

both El Dorado and Camden on al tern<:1 te Sundays •1 Mr. Mc Hugh had 

to make the trips between the two towns on horseback or in a 

horse-drawn vehicle. To travel the distance of thirty-five 

miles between_ the two towns each week, over very poor roads was 

a hard trip; In bad weather Mr . McHugh made alternate trips, 

each month instead of each week}~ 

The first church building was erected at the corner of Hill 

and East Elm during Mr . McHughts ministry, which was seven years / 

The tmm of El Dorado deeded to Hug·h D. Marr, trustee for the 

Protestant Episcopal church, block twenty-four containing four 

b th . . d d ·3 lots as shown y e Commissioners' ee ; 

Mr . McHugh had his household goods shipped by boat in the 

fall of 1851 to Cb.ampagnolle Landing on Ouachita River.: There 

they were stored in a warehouse nnti1 he was able to have them 

brought overland to their destination. Misfortune came his way 

before he was able to have them moved.; Fire destroyed the ware

house and contents.; rt was necessary · for Mr . McHugh to teach 

1st; Mary•s Episcopal Church Records , El Dorado, Arkansas; 

2Bishop Freemants Report, l85~ - st. Maryts Episcopal Chu~ch 
Record , El Dorado , Arkansas; EJ_ Dorado (.Arkansas) Tne Evening 
Times, June 2 2 , 1936. 

3See Appendix E. 

, I 
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school in addition to his ministerial duties to obtain the means 

of supplying part of his increased necessities. The amount of 

work he had to do, in addition t o the "hot and debilitating . 

climaten was too much for him. His ministry was brought to a 

close by death in El Dorado in October 1857. 1 

From the fall of 1859 to 1861 the mis3ions in El Dorado and 

Camden were the charges of Reverend w. ESton Eppes. Reverend 

J.M. Curtis was Rector, serving these churches from -1861 

throughout the Civil war period.2 

The church erected during Mr. McHughrs minis try was destroy

ed sometime during the ten years fol lowing the close of the CiviJ 

war and because of c onditions brought on by the war it was im-

possible to rebuild. El Dorado was without an Episcopal Church 

after this disast,er until about 1906. The noriginal block 

twenty-four" remained the property of the church; however there 

was no organized congregation. When the Cordell. family moved to 

El Dorado in 1906 there were two Episcopalians l1ere. rtirs. 

Eugenia petters and Mr . Murray Taylor. Some had moved.away and 

others had become affiliated with other churches. There are no 

records in El Dorado covering this period from 1865 to the 

erection of the church in l916.·3 

lBiShop Freemants Report 1852 - St. Ma~yts Episco:pal Church 
Records, .El Dorado, Arkansas . 

2El Dorado (Arkansas) The Evening Times, June _22 , 1936. 

3personal interview with Alice Cordell, El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 24, 1949. 
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The Episcopal Church erected in 1916 was sold to the Mormon 

congregation in 1948, who moved it to their lot on Hawthorne 

Street. The Episcopalians are erecting a modern stone structure 

at 512 Champagnolle which will have a seating capacity of three 

hundred forty. 1 

The first account of specific work carried on by the women 

of the E1:iscopal Church was taken from a scrap book owned· by 

Mrs . Tufts in Camden, Arkansas. The article had been clipped 

from the ouachita Herald dated April 26, 1850. 2 

The Fair and Supper at El Dorado on the evening 
of the 16th inst. was a most interesting and success
ful affair. The design end (sic) had in view was to 
assist in the erection of an Episco al and Pres
byterian Church. The very large SlL~, considering the 
circumstances of three hundred dollars was realized 
on the occasion. e were agreeably sur:r;:rised and de
lighted with the systematic and lady like propriety 
with which the whole affair was conducted. The ladies 
wore their most captivating smiles and winning graces, 
which told with wonderful effect upon the gallant 
hearts and generous dispositions of the young gentlemen 
in attendance. ve have seldom interested a more agree
able or interesting assemblage, especially taken in 
connection with the noble object was the prime motive 
of action. May that object be fully attained and may 
the ladies of El Dorado meet with the reward of t·heir 
public-spirited and noble-minded exertions in the 
cherished endearments of the rougher sex and the 
approval of their own conscience.3 

At present the women's iuxiliary of the church is made up 

lpersonal interview with Reverend paul Abbott, El Dorado, 
Arkansas , March 25, 1949. · 

2personal interview Yith Alice Cordell; El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 24 , 1949. 

3personal interview with Alice Cordell, El orado, rkansas, 
March 24 , 1949. Camden (Arkansas) Ouachita Herald, April 26 , 
1850. 
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of two Guilds, st. Agnes and St . Margaret•s . They follow the 

church program and participate in the local, state , national, 

and international work of the denomination.i 

The founders and pastors of these early churches were prom

inent religious and educational Leaders , a s well as business and 

professional people in their community , southern Arkansas, and 

th . . ,2 nor ern Louisiana; 

lpersonal interview with Alice Cordell , El Dorado, Arkansas, 
March 24, 1949 . 

2personal interview with George W. Mason , Sr ., El Dorado , 
Arkansas , March 18 , 1949 . 



CHAPTER VIII 

PIONEFB SCHOOLS 

one of the greatest contributing factor to culture and re

finement was the first school in El Dorado which was estab

lished in 1845 by Reverend Williams . and Julia Anna Lacy . At 

this time there were no free or 9o~educational schools .; The 

schools were operated on a tuition basis; the girls attending 

one place-and the boys another . Reverend Lacy taught the boys 

in one room of his home on North Jefferson, two blocks north of 

the square; and his wife taugnt the girls in another room. 1 rhis 

school was non-sectarian and soon became popul ar with student s 

from northern Louisiana and southern Arkansas . The Lacys taught 

this school for two years , then decided to move back to the 

farm .·l 

Before the Lacy family moved Reverend Lacy sent for Rever-

end A. R. Banks and his wife to come to El Dorado to carry on 

the school they had started .- Reverend and Mrs . Banks reorgan

ized the school as an academy for girls . Deed records show that 

1illiam Rust , Jobn H. Cornish, John R. Hampton, 'iilliam Hines , 

and Robert. M. Hardy , as trustees of the El Dorado Female 

lpersonal interview with Ellie Tatum, El Dorado , Arkansas , 
May 10 1949 . personal interview with Mrs . Emmie " . Rogers, 
El Dor~do Arkansas March 16 , 1949 . El Dorado (Arkansas) 

, ' · t p . t Sunday News June 2J., 1936 . Arkansas wri er •s roJec , .::::..;.;. _ _. _____ , 
Arkansas, p . 138 . 
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Institute, bought a tract of land for school "'Urposes in 1849 

from Bennett G. Clark and wif e , Sarah. This tract being in 

section twenty-nLn.e was adjacent to El Dorado. 1 Here, the 

Reverend and Mrs . Banks conducted a school for girls , known as 

the Female cademy, which was located where the city hall now 

stands . It das attended by girls from l orado' and other arts 

· of the county . J . Scott Colmey taught in the school after Mrs. 

Bankts death in 1853. The music was under the direction of 

Charlotte petit . 2 

A man by the name of ay o ened an academy for boys in 1846 

in the Masonic building, which was located on the corner of 

outh Jackson and East ain, here the Federal buildin now 

stands. 3 

ccording to deed records of May , 1858, · lbert Rust and 

wife , rannie ust , sold a t r~ct of and in the southeast quarter 

o section twenty-nine to trustees, obert oodwin, eze iah 

Bussy, Args on .. mmons , amil ton P. Smead , Hugh • -1arr, 1 illiam 

R. cowser, and James ?. dams for two hundred fifty dollars for · 

the use of a Female 
4 cademy. The cademy under the super-

1 eed Record E, p . 556 . See ppendix F. 

2El orado (Arkansas) Sunday ~ ews , J ne 21 , L .. 36 . 
History of Union county, T.C.U. 1936, ms . 

3El Dorado (Arkansas) sun a News , June 21 , 1936 . 
interview it :i Ellie Ta tum, El orado , r _~ansas , May 
Green, Iistory of Union c ounty , T. C. U. 1936 , ms. 

4 eed Record r, pr. 321-322 . see prendix G. 

Green, 

Personal 
10 , 194£. 
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vision o everend John rd· thod " • - is, a re - ist minister ho had 

succeeded Reverend ·n sin 1860, was not moved to its 

new location until after the Civil uar. Reverend rdis as 

assisted in this school by ·frs. HcKisic and 1frs. Gilbert~ 1 

There '"ere several smaller private schools taught by 

various teachers. In 1861 a school as conducted on the first 

floor of the Masonic Lodge building by nn eamore Lester.· 

years later, Charles BUrton taught a school in the same 

building •·2 

ome 

El orado, now an incorporated town, was given the po er to 

create a school district by an act _as ed by the General 

Assembly of the state in 1869. 3 However, it did not have enough 

tax money to maintain a full term school; part of the term w.as 

free school and part of it was conducted on a tuition basis. 

practically all the teachers from the Civil .ar ~eriod to 1874 

were women who volunteered to teach without pay. This condition 

was caused by the lack of funds with which to operate the rublic 

schools. Many c lu.ldren were not financially able to attend 

school and grew up uneducated unless taught at home by their 

mother. 4 

1=1 Dorado ( rkansas) Sunday News, June 21, 1936. Green, 
History of union county, T. C.U., pf. 101-102 . Personal inter
view with Joe K. ,Jahony, El Dorado, Arkansas, May 12, 1949. 

21bid. 

3 cts of rkansas, 1869, p. 20. 

4personal interview with Joe K. Mabony, El Dorado, rkansas, 
May 31, 1949. Letters and Bible records in possession of J.C. 
Kingts grandchildren, Mary and nnie Lee, El Dorado, Arkansas. 
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The El Dorado public school system was established in 1869 

in a three room frame b uilding on the present site of the high 

school . This lot was purchased from Albert Rust in 1858 f or two 

hundred fifty dollars for school purposes and has since been 

used for tbat purpose . 1 

The pu lie school of El Dorado offered r d . .1- 1 · .ea ing , spe ing , 

arithmetic , grammar , and geopraphy in 1869 . 

term was three months October , I ovember and 

The lengt h of the 

ecember . 2 

In 1872 the funds for the operation of the white school in 

the town of El Dorado ·were insufficient . · · t a meeting of the 

City council July 13, 1872 , the mayor , Henry Brown, made a sug

gestion and presented it in the form of a motion that two hun

dred dollars of the funds in the treasury of the city be 

appropriated for the benefit of the white s chool . With t he c i ty 

government in the hands of the ncarpetbaggers ", Alderman Tice 

countered by offering an amendment to give one hundred dol lars 

to the white school and one hundred to the colored school . The 

question was discussed, and a motion was made by _lderman -• B.· 

Coit to table Henry Brown's motion. ' lderman 1, . B. Coit then 

made a motion which was seconded and passed by. unanimous vot e 

of the council to give one hundred fifty dollars to the colored 

1 El Dorado (Arkansas) Sunday News, June 21, 1936 . Personal 
interview with Joe K. Mahony , El Dorado , _rkansas , May 12 , 1949. 

2see plate No. 2 
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school . No a .propriation was made for the white school. 1 

Schools were slow in developing after the Civil iar . The 

factors wbich contributed to this condition were sparsely 

settled districts, scarcity of teachers, demoralized business 

conditions, and the broken spirits of the people .· s the years 
-

passed by, there was a general improvement in the character of 

the schools, resulting in higher qualifications of the teachers 

and better buildings . 2 

An advertisement of the Independent High School in El orad 

in the El Dorado Eagle of 1881 tells how some of the private 

schools were operated, lists the curriculum offered , and general 

· regulations~/ which all pupils were to abide . 3 

The ublic school of El Dorado was functioning well by 1890 

he three room frame building had been replaced with an eight 

oom two story frame structure . The high school had become a 

recognized high school b 1895 . There were two teachers in the 

high school at this time. They were Pinkie Tatum and ood . 

,1U.nie owen McRae, Emmitt Hearin, and Helen Schuler Henry were 

1Minutes of City of El Dorado, 1870-1902 . p . 57 . 

2F.l Dorado ( rkansas) Sunday News, June 21 , 1936. Personal 
int;rview with George W. Mason, Sr ., El Dorado, Arkansas, March _ 
18, 1949. Personal interview with Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado, 
Arkansas, May 12, 1949 . 

3El Dorado ( rkansas) Eagle, . -~ril 21, 1881. ee ppendix G. 
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the members of the first graduating class.J·· 

During the eighties and nineties El Dorado was taking ad

vantage of every o portunity to imrrove herself culturally a s 

well as economically and industrially and was consid-ered the 

social center of the county by the close of the nineteenth 

century . 2 

A lecture on light , heat , and electricit y was given in 

El Dorado pril 25 , 1881, by Professor Foster , who used Edison •s 

S eaking phonogra hand other recent inventions in explaining 

his lecture . The hall was lighted with electric light s , and 

music was furnished by an electric calliope .: This lecture was 

designed to be entertaining as well as intellectuai.
3 

we have a record of a Masonic Lodge of the Free and ccept -

ed .asons being granted a charter by the Grand Lodge of the s t at 

November 7 , 1846, and designated as El Dorado Lodge No . 13 . The 

lodge, s first meeting place was in the first court hous·e of 

union count, and it continued to meet in this building until 

the new court house was erected in 1848 . The lodge was t hen 

moved to a frame building in block thirty-nine , where the pres

ent Federal building stands . They purchased this property in 

lEl Dorado ( rkansas) Sunday News , June 21 , 1936 . Personal 
interview with Guy P. Hays , El Dorado , ~rkansas , March 16 , 1949 . 
personal interview with Joe K. Mahony , El Dorado , Arkansas , May 
12 , 1949 . personal interview with Munie Owens McRae , El Dorado , 
.. rkansas , May 10, 1949 . 

2El Dorado (Arl(ansas) Sunday News , June 21 , 1936 . 

3El Dorado (Arkansas) Eagle , Ar ril 21 , 1881 . ee A- pendix H.· 
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1849 for twenty-five dollars and used the second story of the 

building for lodge ~urposes; a school for boys was conducted on 

the first floor until the building was destroyed by fire in 1889 

The lodge moved back to a rented building on the square until it 

could purchase a structure of its own.- fter renting for a 

number of years , the lodge decided to purchase the building, 

nJohnsten Opera House , " in the center of the block on the-west 

side of the square , the site of the present building .
1 

The effect of the war was also felt in this organization . 

The charter -was surrendered in 1876 because so many members were 

lost in war; however, it was reorganized in 1883 and was given 

its old charter number . This organization continued to grow 

with the town, and today is one of the town •s outstanding social 

. . 2 
organizations. 

The El Dorado school system prior to the Civil war was 

neither free nor co-educational .: There were ·male and female 

academies and private school~ taught by individuals in their 

homes or the homes of one of the pupils . · The pupils paid 

tuition to attend any one of the schools .: 

The public educati onal system of El Dorado was retarded in 

its develo ment because of the Civil var and Reconstruction . 

nuring this period t he ncarpetbaggersn who had control of the 

lw. J . Pinson nyearbook" El Dorado Lodge No . 13, Free and 
Acce ted Masons. 

21bid. 

·, 
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government did not make any appropriations for :ublic schools 

although the assessments and tax rates were so high that the 

country almost became bankrupt . Under these conditions El Dor

ado's ublic school system came into being and by the turn of 

the century had developed a recognized high school . 



CHAPTER L . 

POLITICAL LIFE 

El orado, the seat of justice of Union CountJ:, was founded 

by the County Commissioners, and the wheels of its government 

were set in motion by the county court when the people in 1845 

petitioned for corporate owers and a mayor-council . form of 

local government. This petition was granted immediately, and 

the incorporated limits of the town ere fixed at one-half 

square mile. The division and sale of city lots were author

ized.1 The corporate limits of El Dorado remained the same until 

1859 when they increased to one mile square . ·2 In 1902 after the 

annual election, the county court declared the corporate limits 

of El Dorado were to be increased to two miles square, which is 

its present size. 3 The people of El Dorado were authorized to 

elect proper officials to carry on their government and to 

establish a police force to keep order. The officials elected 

to transact the business of the city were mayor, clerk, treas-

4 urer, and alderman. 

The political parties in this vicinity were not very inter-

ested in politics before the Civil ar.: There was only one 

lunion County court Record A, pr: . 241-242. see Appendix I. 

2Acts of Arkansas 1859, Act Nmnber 228, p. 295. 

3union county court Record M, :p. 336.· 

4union county court Record A, pp. 241-242. See ppendix I. 
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ecognized party, the Democratic . rt was only a political unit , 

friends running against friends for rublic office.· npoli tical 

eace and uiet ended in this section with the close of the 

ar. uring the Reconstruction days there was a kind of 

ational police similar to that in Germany and Rus "'ia of today1!1 

The rise of war clouds in 1861 broke the tranquillit tbat 

El Dorado and her environs bad known during the years between 

1850-1860 . The firing upon Fort Sumter , pril 12 , 1861, re-

sulted in .a call for soldiers to help put do1-rn the "Rebellion . " 

The state of Arkansas refused to send the soldier::-.. and decided 

to secede because of affinity and kinship ties . i
2 

The peonle began to evacuate the town in 1864 when the Fed-

eral troops began their march into the county . The governments 

of the city and county were taken over by the Federal Government· 

The property of the inhabitants was destroyed or taken by the 

troo s as the occu ied the county .
3 

The conditions in southern Arkansas were bad after the 

Civil {ar . The eople had only simple food such as they could 

produce at home , but no one suffered from hunger . Cattle and 

hogs had been taken for food by the army and paid for in 

lpersonal interview with George T. r1ason, Sr. , El Dorado, 
Arkansas , March 8, 1949 . 

2Hempstead, "Arkansas from 1836 to 1881, " The south in the 
Building of the Nation, III, p. 305-306 . Thomas , Arkansa~ in 
~ar and Reconstruction, p . 83 . W. A. Goodspeed , The Province 
of the states, III , pp . 331-332 •· 

3personal interview with Mrs. To1:1 ·Jill~ams , . El Dorado , 
Ark

ansas May 11 1949 . personal interview with Joe K. Mahony, 
, ' ~ 194° El orado, rkansas, May 6 , ~ . 
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Confederate money, which was worthless. All the horses and mule 

fit for service were taken for use in the Confederate Arrrry. The 

bulk of the wealth of the people had been invested in the 

egroes, who had been set free.· fi th property damaged and no 

implements with wbich to work, the people went to work to re

build their homes without help from anyone.l 

President ndrew Johnson sought to gain the good will of 

the south by granting pardon and amnesty to those who had be

longed to.the Confederacy, and provided the easiest and simplest 

conditions for the return of the states to the Union.· This 

policy was not satisfactory to many in his party and finally led 

to a break with the president which resulted in his impeachment 

and the passage of a drastic act by Congress entitled 'An act 

for the more efficient government of the Rebel tates.n This 

act declared there was no legal state government in the southern 

states. Laws were passed which gave the freed Negroes the right · 

to vote and hold office and denied these rights to the Confeder

ate soldiers.· All voters bad to register as a prerequisite for · 

voting. 1ocal registration boards had the power to refuse to . 

register a person or to register one and then secretly strike 
2 

off his name. 

lpersonal interview with Joe K. Mabony, El Dorado, rkansas, 
1ay 3, l949. colonel J. c. 1•right, Memoirs, 1913, p. 19 3, ms. 
'1'. A. Goodspeed, The province of the states, III, p. 355. 

2Hempstead, n rkansas from 1836 to ~881_, n The outh in the 
Building of the Nation, III, pp. 319-622 . · John Hugh Reyno1.~s, 
Makers of rkansas History, pp. 254-255. Thomas, rkansas in 
nar and construction, pp. 412-414. 
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The new officials in El Dorado during the Reconstruction 

eriod were either Union soldiers or carpetbagger$ who had come 

from the North. Through their strong influence over the Negro , 

ho was easily swayed because of his ignorance and inexperience, 

they were able to assume control of the government during the 

Reconstruction period.1 

The white eople were disfranchised; and in the mock. 

elections, which were held regularly, only the freed Negroes and 

a few Re ublicans were allowed to vote . The Negroes, the few 

Republicans and stragglers from the North and the few whites in 

the south who were willing to take the oath of allegiance to the 

United states under the near etbag rule , , were allowed to hold 

office . 2 

rn 1868 the carpetbag or mi1itary government was lifted , 

and a mere sham of a civil government was established . The car

petbaggers, with the support of the vote of the Negroes and the 

stragglers from the North, gained control of the new civil gov

ernment in the general election because the original iµhabitants 

had no right to vote or hold office under the new state consti

tution, drawn u by the constitutional convention of 1868 in 

accordance with the new plan of Congress. The carpetbaggers 

raised taxes to support this misrule and made assessments and 

lReynolds, Makers of rkansas History, p . 256 . Personal 
interview with George . • ason, Sr., El orado, Arkansas, March 
8, 1949. Hempstead, n J?kansas from 1836 to 1881," The outh in 
the Building of the Nation, III, p. 320 . Faulkner and Kepner , 
merica, Its History and people, p. 281-282 .-
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tax rates so high that it almost amounted to bankru tcy for all 

the people. As a result of this mismanagement, no ap ... ropriation 

for a period of ten years or more ~ere made for public schools, 

causing one generation to grow up without any educational ad

vantages except a few private schools . 1 

The carpetbaggers trumped up charges against the citizens 

who had the re utation of having saved up some gold; then. they 

would send regro deputies to arrest them.· The reople would be 

held until the car etbaggers could find out how much money the 

accused had; then he would be fined the entire amount and be 

held in jail until· it was aid .·
2 

In 1874 dissension among the members of the Re ublican 

rarty caused them to split into two groups, the carpetb ggers 

and the native wi , controlled ~ the old ci ti_zens of the 

state. 3 The carpetba gers, afraid of ~osing all power through 

this division in their party, began to let the original in

habitants ta_e over some of the duties of the government . The 

adoption of a new state constitution in 1874, wbich restored 

full electoral owers to the citizens of the state, resulted in 

lReynolds, Makers of Arkansas History, r. 255; 257 . Per-
sonal interview with Geor • ason, r., El orado, rkansas, 
March 8, 1949. personal intervie "y,ith Joe .. . . Mahony, El or
ado, r mnsas, :May 3, 1949. Hempstead, ~, rkansas from 1861 to · 
190 , " The south in the uilding of a Nation, II , p • 324-325 .' 

2personal interview with Geor e ~ . r~son, Sr., ·l orado, 
rk .nsas, 1arch 8 , 1. .. : _.., . .1. ersonal i terview i th Joe K. :1ahony, 

El orado , Arkansas, May 5, 949 •· 

3Reynolds , a ers of r ansas History, • 262-263. 
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man c .r et a ers fl ein or fear o their lives. ome of 

e them stayed s they did not ish to ive ur thei ~. offices . j 

egroes had been trained by the carv tba ers to ate th epub-

lican ticket; t1is created a confusion hich came to a crisis in 

a primary election in 1 orado in 1888 . Te hite peo e e

stroye the ballot oxes used in the election held by th 

car et aggers . They too charge of the election and ran off th 

egro voter and many of the car et aggers and su_porters of 

misrµle . The emocratic arty rose to Tiower when the citi-

en re ained their fr nchise and gan electi white officials 

The Re1::ublic ns who ha lost o er m e an attempt to re-

gain control y or0 anizin ne emocratic rty wb..ic ·was 

calle the Reforme mocrats . This ne rty ut for ard many 

influential bite leaders. o di 0 roe oft e corru t 

polit cal situat :..on as it had been rom 1866 to 1888.' The 

leaders o this nm arty t 1ou6 t that t 1ey could count on our 

hun red votes amon the erublic nan -eformed emocrRt nd 

e even un re re ro ates . The re u r emocrat were s 

orted y eight hundre \ ite voters and to ndred .egro 

1 voters. 
George Mason said , ttThis created quite a sensation 

and many otherwise ugly t l'"'ings grew out of it, of which e are 

not ,rou no; but it as necessary to reestablish our standard 

lpersonal interview i th Joe K. ,.1 - hon , El orado , . r ,ansas, 
May 3 , 1949 . ersonal i1?-terview with George W. 11ason, Sr., 
El norado , r :ansas, rril 13, 1949. 
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of living, moral_y and -olitically, and to revent confiscation 

of real ro-erty for higher taxes, and to reestablish our pu lie 

sc ool s stem.nl Through intimid tion of the :r,egro voters by the 

Youn _fents emocratic Or~anizat~on, the iegroes fai ed to 

a ear at the olls, and the old line emocrats won . This ended 

the rule of the Republican dictators .· The P,epu licans offered 

op!osi tion until about 1894, after which time the .... e u lican 

t 1 . t, t ;) ar y ras mere y a name , w1 nou pm er •. ..., 

The Young Ments Democratic Organization was orga~ized in 

l .888 to help restore the emocratic party to power . By means of 

tl;lreats .they discouraged the voting of Negroes . During a politi 

cal crisis in the city and county in 888 members of this or ani 

zation went out the night before the election to call on the 

eleven hundred Jegro voters .· They whi ped about five hundred 

egroes and told them not to a .pear at the polls the next day 

and to tell the rest o them to stay away . The Negroes did not 

come to vote; ho ever , • G. mith, a leading Reformed emocrat 

who was really a epublican, had brought on hundred Negroes in· 

the night before and had them in a room a ove his store to ta e 

them ·to vote the riext morning as soon as the :polls opened .: The 

lpersonal interview 1ith Joe K. ~abony , El Dorado , Aransas , 
May 3, 1949 . personal interview with Geor e • :Mason, Sr ., 
Ei orado, rkan·sas, rril 13, 1949 . F .ulkner and Kepner , 
America , rts History and people , p . 285 .' 

2 ersonal interview with Joe K. 1 a bony , El Dorado , __ rkansas, 
May 3 1949 . personal interview with George l • Mason, Sr ., 
El Dofado , Arkansas , .ril 13, 1949 . :ro recor d of the 
o eration of the Ku Klm Klan was found in this vicinity during 
this period . 
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Young Menrs Democratic Organization went to J . G. Smith and 

asked for the key to the room upstairs . Smith refused to give 

it to them. A young Democrat drew his gun and told him to open 

the door . smith opened the door , and the egroes were told to 

run for their lives . They filed down the stairs, broke into a 

hard run, and jumped over a high barbed wire fence on East 

Cedar and tore it dmm . Members of the Young Men, s emocratic 

Qr
0
anization shot their guns into the air and did not strike 

any of them. No Negro voted . '1 

For the most part , the years from 1861 to 1876 were black; 

and civilization and Christianity were retarded tl:ITough the 

next two or three generations.2 

The overthrow of the carpetbag rule and the plac.ing again 

of the city government in the hands of the people gave El Dorad< b 

a new lease on life and it began to move forward. Her popu

lation increased with the advent of the new industries, the 

railroads, and the development of her natural resources. {ith 

the establishment of the churches and the development. of the 

public school system, El Dorado took her place as the leading 

town of union county . 

lpersonal interview with Joe K. Mahony, El Dorado , Arkansas, 
May 3, 1949 . personal interview with George v. :Mason, Sr ., 
El Dorado , rkansas, April 13, 1949 . 

2rbid. 
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APPENDIX A 

Copy of deed given to County Commissioners by Mathew Rainey. 

County (Union) Deed Record A, p.: 260.-

'State of Arkansas 
county of Union 

Know all men by these present that I, 
Mathew F. Rainey of the above County and 
State do hereby relinquish and transfer to , 
Green Newton, John R. Hampton, and Robert T.i 
Black, commissioners elected and appointed 
to locate the court house in the above named 
county in the above named state and their. 
succesaors in office, all rights -- title and 
claim to a pre-emption right to the southwest 
quarter of section twenty-eight in township 
seventeen of range fifteen west for and in 
consideration of four, 4, acres of land run 
off and set apart in my only use and behalf, 
my heirs, executors and assigns the above 
four, 4, acres of land is to include the 
cabbin (sic.t) wherein I now reside as well 
as the situation wherein I design building 
a few yards or feet south of the cabbin {sic.) 
above.-

M. F. Rainey (S -EAL) 
Attest : 

A. T. Rainey 
c.· c. Rainey _ 
Filed and recorded this 2nd day of December A. D., 
1843.· 

APPENDIX B 

An advertisement which appeared in the Arkansas Gazette June 

15, 1936. 

Bill of Sale of Lots in El Dorado, 1844 
118 Town Lots for Sale _ 

In El Dorado, Union County, Arkansas 
on the 25th day of December, 1844, 
the commissioners .will offer for sale, 
at public vendue, one hundred and eight
een town lots in El Dorado, Union County, 
Arkansas on the following terms to wit:-
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one fourth of the purchase money to be 
~aid at the time of sale , and the balance 
in three equal armual installments . Bonds 
securing purchasers in title when the last 
payment is made, will be entered into by the 
Commissioners. 

El Dorado is the county seat of Union 
County and being a healthy. and well watered 
location, within twelve miles of good steam
boat navigation, and surrounded by a fertile 
and po ulous country, holds out more than 
ordinary inducements to persons dispo3ed to 
make investments in town property . 

Jobn R. Hampton ) 
Green Newton ) Commissioners 
Robert Black ) 

N. B. Sale ·to continue from today till 
(sic . ) all are sold .· November 7 , 1844-3t-8 . 

APPENDIX C 

Advertisement of passenger Hack Line to the Rail Road by 

cap •t . B. R . Mathews. El orado Eagle, April 21 , 1~81.' 

All Aboard for the Rail Road · 
U.S . - - - -Mail 

The undersigned will run Hacks between 
El Dorado and Camden, Ark., as follows: 

Hack No . 1 , will leave El Dorado on 
Monday, ~rednesday and Friday, a t 8 o t clock 

.1 . (sooner or later as the mail may arrive 
from the· south,) and arrive at Camden at 
7 p . 1.1. same day. ill leave Camden on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 6 ot_clock, 

_ A .M. and arrive at 1 Dorado same day at 
3 or 4 P.M. 

Hack No. 2, will leave Camden (if there 
is demand) on .. :fonday, 1Tednesday and Friday 
at 6 ~.~. and arrive at El Dorado at 3 or 
4 p .M . same day.· 1' ill leave El orado 
Tuesday , Thursday and aturday at 8 _ .! • 
(sooner or later as the mail may arrive 
from the south) and arrive at Camden at 
7 p .M. same day.· 
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Pleasant Hacks (with lazy backs). Good 
teams sober and careful drivers always in 
charge.· I guarantee a safe deliverance of 
all express packages entrusted to any of my 
drivers .· 

B. R. Mathews 

Hack No. 1 will make regular trips, and 
No. 2 will run through whenever called for . 1 

' PPENDIX D 

Union county need Record, Book F, p. 238 . 

Nathan Yarborough as Deacon of Baptist Church 
Grantor 

to Jobn Newton, Grantee 
Exchange of 1/2 acre outside of city limits 

located in nw 1/4 of -Section 28 for Lots 1 and 
2 Block 9, OrigiP~l survey dated January 11, 
1851 .· . 

PPENDIX E 

conrrnissionerst Deed to I. D. Marr. Union County Deed Book 4, 

:p . 147 . 

Robrt (sic.)Hardy & 
Richard Lyon as Commissioners 

to 

H. D. Marr 

The State of rkansas 
county of Union 

ated _- Sep•t. 7, 1850 
Filed " - 9, 1850 

Know all men by these presents, that we 
Robert M. Hardy and Richard Lyon, as coTILmis-

. sioners a p~ointed the county seat of said 
county, for and in consideration of the sum 
of four dollars to us in hand _aid (the 
recei . t ·whereof is . hereby acknowled ed), 
by ~ugh • Marr, have bar ained, sold, 
alienated, and conveyed and by these presents 
do bargain, sell, alien and convey unto the 
said Huh • Marr in perpetual trust for the 
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Protestant ~piscopal Church in the town of 
El .- o~ado, in said county, the following 
parce~ or lot of land situated and being in 
said to~m and designat ed on the plat of said 
town as: 

Block number 24 , containing 4 lots 
numbered I , 2 , 3 & 4 

To have and to hold unto the said Hugh D. 
Marr , his heirs and assigns in trust as 
af~resaid , and for the purposes only of 
said trust forever . 

In testimony whereof , we , as such 
commissioners, have hereunto set our 
hands and affixed our seals this 7t of 
September , ~ • 1850 . 

~cknowled ement 

Rob ,t . Hardy 
R. Lyon 

_ ck:nowledged before Thomas T. 8hep~pard 
Cler r. , by W • . J . Loche, • C. on Sept . 9, 1850 . 

PPE DIX F 

eed ~ecord of Female _cademy~ 1849 . Union County eed Record 

E, - • 556 . 

Bennett • Clar of Union Co . sold to Wm Rust 
John H. Cornish John R. Hampton Fm H. :ines & 
Robert M. Hardy of same county as trustees of 
El orado Female Institut~ and their successors 
in office for ~i.200 the following, described tract, 
lot or parcel of land lying and hein situated in 
the south east quarter of section 29 Twp. 17 
south of Range 15 ·I. adjacent to the town of 
El Dorado and nbounded and described as follows 
(viz) commencing at a corner on the street bounding 
the said town on the west forty feet west of the 
south west corner of block number fourteen (14) 
and lm01-m as the premises of Col. Richard Lyon 
and runnin thence and west ninety nine yards :nm·e 
or less thence and north ninety nine yards more or 
less thence due east ninety nine yards more or 
less thence due south ninety nine yards more or 
less to the place of beginning so as to include 
two acres in a square . " 
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Sarah Clark wife of Bennett G. Clark also 
signed deed relinquishing all rights 

signed B. G. Clark 
Sarah - • Clark 

(Seal) 
(Seal) 

Both Clark & wife appeared before cl . F. Rai~ey 
Justice of Peace on Oct. 15, 1849 and acknowl
edged foregoing deed. 

Filed Nov. 9 , 1849 · recorded Nov. 14, 1849. 

APPENDIX G 

Deed Rec_ord for Female cademy 1858. Union Cotmty Deed Record 

r,r1 • 321-322 . 

Hay 1858 
Albert Rust and Nannie Rust , wife, sold for 
$250 to rtRobert Goodwin Hezekiah Bussy 
Argson Ammons Hamilton P. Smead Hugh D. 
Harr Wni R. Cowser and James W. Adams , in 
per ·etual trust and for the use of a Female 
Academy the following lot or parcel of land 
uituated in the south east quarter of sec. 
No. 29 in Tw:pship 17 Range l5 west and 
designated as follows to wit. beginning at 

· a point four hundred feet due south of a 
stake or point sixty feet due west of the 
north west corner of lot .Jo . 2 of Block No . 
17 in the plan of the Tmm of El Dorado and 
running due south -from said first named point 
four hundred feet thence due west five hun
dred and forty four aid one half feet thence 
due east _five hundred and forty four and one 
half feet to the place of beginning so as to 
include five acres in fee simple forever.n 

Signed A. Rust (Seal) -
Nannie B. Rust (Seal) 

Filed May 7th 
Recorded June 1, 1858 Cornelius W. Locke 

Clerk of Circuit Court 

APPENDIX H 

Advertisement which appeared in El Dorado Eagle, April 1881. 
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schools 

Independent 
High School 

El Dorado , rkansas 
Will open April 4th; 1881, and continue 

ten months 

Location - El Dorado is heal thy.: Its citizens 
and interprising (sic.). Morals are 

far above mediocrity . Refinement unsurpassed 
in any South Arkansas town. With such-happy 
surroundings, the Independent High School asks 
the patronage of the public . 

Regulation: while this School is ind-ependent 
of sectarianism, the morals of the fUpils will 

·receive due attention . Each day school will be 
opened by reading of scripture & prayer . Friday 
evening will be devoted to exercises in composition 
and Declamation - all must participate . Orphans 
in destitute circumstances, when properly vouched 
for, will receive instruction fr,ee .; Mildness and 
firmness shall characterize school govern~ent . 
Every effort will be exerted to establish a 
school of high grade, tbat will afford an oppor
twrni ty for boys and girls to obtain a first class 
practical education at a moderate cost.i 

Grade ·- - Monthly reports will be sent to parents, 
showing the class standing of each pu:pil . 1 

EXfenses - Primary Dep . · per session $20 . 00 . 
Academic n n S30 . 00 
Collegiate n rr $4-0 . 00 

. . 

Board can be obtained at moderate rates. $1 . 00 
will be charged for Incidental Expenses . This 
payable upon entrance and but once during the 
entire session . All over and above necessary 
expenses will be expended in establishing a 
school Library . pupils will be charged from 
date of entrance . ; No deductions will be made 
except in case of protracted sic:kness •1 

11usic - When demanded by a sufficient number 
of upils , a Music Department will be organized.-

~e shall strive to merit the epithet 
ncheapest and Bestn . For further particulars, 
address the principal . . 

Rev . J. G. Smyth A.M . 
Feb. 24th, 1880 1ock Box 1980 El Dorado , .. ~rk.: 
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APPETDIX I 

Advertisement for a lecturer wbich appeared in El Dorado Eagl·e 

April 2l, 1881 . 

contacts with outside world "Lecture on 
Light , Heat , Electricity . 
Prof .· Tice' s weather Probabilities , by Prof .· 
1' . T. Foster , at Odd Fellow•s Hall , in El Dorado 
next Monday night :, April 25th. The Edison 
Speaking Phonograph and other recent inventions 
will be used by the Professor in explaining the 
nature of Light , Heat and Electricity, and the 
Hall lighted by the Electric Light.: The Electric 
Calliope will furnish delightful music for the 
occasion and an intellectual feast may be €X
pected by all who attend ., Admission only ten 
cents; children half price . The Professor is 
spoken of in the highest terms by the press 
where he has been traveling , and we believ e tbat 
our citizens will not be disappointed if they 
will give him a crowded house next Monday night . n 

_ .. PPENDIX J 

petition to county court to incorporate the to-wn of El Dorado . 

county court Record , Book A, pp .· 241-242 _. 

And now on this day came sundry citizens of 
the Town of El Dorado by petition praying the 
court that the Town of El Dorado may be in
corporated and a police established for their 
local government and it appearing to the 
satisfaction of the court that two thirds of 
the taxable ir.Jlabitants of said Town or village 
signed s~id petition and tbat the prayer of 
said petition is reasonable it is hereby 
declared and ordered by the Court that said. 
Town of El Dorado be incorporated , bounded as 
follows (viz) commencing in the center of the 
public square of said Town and running North a 
quarter of a mile thence East and west a 
quarter of a mile thence South from each point 
a half mile thence East from the ,es t line to 
the East line including one hundred and sixty 
acres of land and thenceforth the inhabitants 
within said bounds be constituted a body police 

( 
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and cor orate by the name of the ldermen 
and Town Council the Town of El Dorado. _nd 
by that name they and their successors shall 
have er etual succession, may sue and · be sued , 
plead and be impleaded, defend and be defended 
in all courts of law and equity in all matters 
and actions whatsoever and may grant , urchase , 
receive and hold property both real and personal 
within said Town and may lease, sell and dispose 
of the same for the benefit of said Town and do 
all ·other acts as natural persons and may have 
a common seal and the same break and renew at 
pleasure . 

And it is further ordered and considered tbat 
the corporate powers and duties of said Town 
shall be vested in Theodore Rainey as alderman 
and M. F. ·Rainey , c. c. Rainey , Octavius Hill, 
Jobn 1c1emore and R. M. Hardy as members of 
the council who shall continue in office until 
their successors are elected and qualified 
according to law.: 

Jarvis Langsford Presiding Judge 
1~. G. Cole Jus . Peace 
John ncLemore rt 




