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OHI\PTER I 

ECONOMIC C!USES FOR EMIGRATION 
. ·!'. ! • 

Inunigra tion from S:we.den . t .e> AUJeriea, va:t\ied widely 

during.• the period ot 1653~1890. D'1e to the conditions 

.in the two .countries the flow of .emigrant.s to . .t;.m~riqa was 

not constant • . ~j.ng the. l8501's . e1Jiigration>averaged 1"690 

per ·annum. 

yearly.1 
In the . following decade it h~d ri.sen. to 1·2,245 

~ 
I 

An important~, cause for Swedish. emigra.tion. was the 

great economic: crisis of 1864-1865 •.. D\lring._ this crisis 

banks tailed, landowners went bankrupt, ·pro_duotion ot 

industries -reached a new low, \lllempl9yment 1ncr,eased, 

turmoil and dissention became prevalent.. Free trade 

contributed to the ... cause of unelllployment, poverty, lower 

wages; and heavy, taxes. . The. finish.ad prodlilcts of Germany 

and England · flooded· the · Swedish aarkets.. An. inoident is 

rel.ated concerning _the migration from_ Sweden to AJlleric.a of 

a former Swedis~ industria1ist who. had lost his bu$1ness 

as a manufacturer • . Such .industrialists, bec~e. bankrupt 

because supplies, which were manutac.tured in. England e.nd 

Germany, could be purchased on the. Swedish. market more 
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oheaply· than could the products which were produced in 

Sweden.1 To prevent Sweden from becoming. a dumping-ground 

tor produ.cts which were manufactured in :f'oreign countries, 

an industrial protective· tariff' was 1n troduced . 1n 1888. 2 

The Swedes looked to the young, industrial, advanc

ing, and. liberal America as the "promised land" f'or a new 

start in l1£e, as a chance to escape poverty, and as a 

place tor secu.ri.ty~3 

The Great Famine, ·occurring the same years as the 

economic ,. crisis, was followed by the greater crop failures 

ot ias7, 1868, and 1869. The crop failure was the most 

influential factor for the Swedish migration to America 

because over eighty per cent of the population was employed 

1n t f . f • 4 some ype o agrarian pro ess1on. Conditions were so· 

bad that farmers had to seek and beg food from the more 

.fortunate people of their community. Since no !arm work 

was available, great masses of farmers migrated to towns 

and cities in search of employment. This created a more 

l. Interview with William Englund, November 28, 
19461 describing his relative's voyage to, America with one 
or these industrialists. 

2. Janson, .QR.• .w,., p. 38. 

· 5. Carl Wittke, We .whQ_Built Apaerica (New York:· .. 
Prentice Hall, 1940), p.103;int'erv1ew with· Joseph c. 
Olson, April 281 1946. 

4. !Jandsook tor 1ortl\ern Europe /:n. a.J 
(London: John Murray Press, 1849) 1 P• 279; Janson, .2.£• 
_gll., P• 127. 
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difficult situation because it added to the existing indus

trial unemp1oyment.1 

Previous to the great agrarian. crisis there had 

been a great deal of over speculation in land buying. Most 

or the lan~ was owned by rich clergymen and nobles; however, 

great amounts of small farms belonged to cotters, who were 

ob11ged to work eertain days each week to pay their. rent 

to the owners of their farms • . Over speculation in land 

buying was not limited to any class. B~fore the crisis 

Sweden had enjoyed a period .of unprecedented prosperity in 

agriculture. For the first time in her history she had 

attained the distinc.tion of bei:ng a grain .exporting nation. 2 

Grain. prices were •high. and · the land .. had been boug~t and 

sold for speculation purposes. Anything that could be 

mortgaged was done so in an effort tQ capitalize on the 

expansion. This period of speculation continued until 

1860. In the final . reckoning ot land sales from 1833 to 

1865, the peasants . increased their . landholdings through 

purchase by $10,0001 000 over the gentry.3 

_ Most of the land was purchased through loans r ·r _om 

mortgage . associations. · In 1883, mortgage.s on ,agricultural. 

lands am.ounte~ to $11 000 1 000; wbile in 1888, the amount 

· l. Janson~ .2l2• cit., p. 154; interview with 
Charles Peterson, 'Deoember 25, 1946. 

2. Janson, S!R.• s.U.•, p. 22e. 

3. ·; · la!.si. , . p. 223 • . 
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was t10,ooo,ooo.1 The mortgage associations were very 

generous with their loans, many being made without col

latera1s Qr mortgages.2 With the fall of agricultural 

prices and the failure or the farmers to meet their obliga~ 

tions, bankruptcy resulted. Like the over speculation 1n 

land beying, the cause of bankruptcy was un.iversal in Swe

den. With over forty per cent of the land in. Sweden being 

unproductive, Swed~n was forced to give way to a great 
3 trend of migration. Renters who ~eased their farms and 

homes were usual~y in debt. Overburdened with debts and 

unable to cope with- changing agricultural trends, the small 

freeholder found himself unable to meet these developments 

and was forced to sell his small plot of land to more for

tunate persons.4 

Sweden, with its clerical aristocracy, forced upon 

the dependent peasantry many ~e demands whic~ gave rise 

to a belligerent anti-clergy movement. The king had ab

solute veto over the Swedish Parliament- but failed to use 

it against the rich aristocracy.
5 

1. , !bid• ,- p. 222. 

· 2. Iiid., p. 223; interview with William Englund, 
describing h s relativets loss of property _in Sweden and 
his emigrating to Auierica in 1869, Apr-il- 28, 1946. 

- 3. Wittke, ~- c.it., p. 267; Janson, 2£• cit., 
p. 222; interview with Joseph C. Olson., Augu~t 28-;-I946. 

-· York: 

4. Interview with Emil Fagerberg, November 2, 1946. 

5. F. Lee Benns, Eurg~ean History since 1870 (New 
F. s. Crofts and co., 946), P• 2 a. · 
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Another great cause for emigration and prevailing 

dissention was the ancient custom. ot passing the total 

estate to the el(lest son of the Sw_edish family. Other 

children were forced to seek a source of income and live

lihood ~hen the property was inherited.1 

The poverty-stricken Swedes gained information con

cerning th.e American Homestead Act _ of ·1ae2, which gave 

gratis 160 acres o~ land to worthy homesteade~s. These 

large tracts of land were, indeed, a utopia to the tenant 

farmers and agricultural laborers, who, in Sweden, seldom 
2 . saw any hopes of · ever owning land. Letters concerning 

the richness and vastness of the land grants to worthy 

homesteaders gave rise to a new name fo:v America, "Fram

tidslandet", translated, "land of the future". · An epidemlc 

or the "America Fever'' spread throughout Sweden during 

. this perio~. It was estimated ·tha t during this mania, 

Sweden lo~t one person out of every six through emigration 

to America.3 As new agricultural areas opened in the 

western part of the. United States after the Civii War, . 

immigration became greater than ever before. During the 

decade of 1880-18901 Swedish immigration averaged 37,000 

1. _Interview with .Leonard Rwibeck, November 3, 
1946. 

2. Wittke, .2.£• ill.•, P• 265. 

3. Louis Adamic, A Nation QI Natian.s (N,ew York: 
(Harper and Brotbe_rs, 1946T, p. 127. · 
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enn1.1;&lly. In 1882, the total emigration to America was 
. l 64,607 • . From this decade onward the Swedish migration 

to America. gradually decreas~d. 

The younge.r generation, rather than burden tbe~r 

parents, moved to the . larger Swedish ·cities in hopes of 

earning, the necessary amount of money needed for their 

passages to . ~erica. An experience was related to the 

writer co11cerning . ~ immigrant who, when he came to 

.America, could speak but one English word~-that word was 
I 

"Paxton". Paxton, . Illinois, was .bd.s dest~a.tion because 

it was one of the . few collecting points of Swedish emi

grants who desired to homestead 1n the West. 2 

TABLE 113 

SWEDISH IMMIGRATION CHART 1869-1940 

1869 24,224 1877 4,991 
1870 13,443 1878 5,390 
1871 10,669 . 1879 11,001 
1872 13,464 1880 39,186 
1873 l.4,303 1881 49,7.6.0 
1874 . 5,712 1882 64,607 
1875 6,573 1883 38,277 
1876 5,603 1884 26,552 

. _ 1. Adol.ph Benson and Na~uth Hedin, sw,dea ~ A!!!.£-
ica (Publ.ished for the SwedishiJ,American Tercentenary As
'!1Jn-ticm, New Haven, Yale University Press.,. 1938), p. 121. 

2. Interview with Mrs. Julia Olson relating im
migration ot ll,er father, Peter Runneberg, to America from 
Sweden in 1867, July 18, 1946. 

· 3. u. s. Department of Justice: Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (Statistics), January 6, 1947; 
Lette:.: from u. s. Department of Justice: Immigration ·and 
Naturalization Service, Philadelphia., Pennsylvania (Prior 
1869, statistics of Norway and Sweden were combined.) . 
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1885 22,248 1913 17,202 
188'6 . 27,751 1914 14,800 
1887 · 42,836 1915 6,585 ' 

•, _18~8 54,698 1916 6,248 
1889 35,415 1917 6,368 
1890 29,632 1918 2,298 

d 1891 36,880 1919 '2,243 
1892 41,845 l920 5,862 
·1893 35,710 1921 9,171 
1894 18,286 1922 6,624 
1895 15,361 1923 17,916 
1896 . 21,177 1924 18,310 
1897 ' 13,162 l925 8,391 
1898 · ~2,~98 1926 8,513 · 
1899 12,797 1927 8,287 
1900 18,650 1928 8,051 

-1901 23,331 -1929 8,877 
1902 30,8~4 1930 3,109 
1903 46~028 1931 1,298 
1904· 27,763 1932 328 

· 1905 26,69). 1933 142 
1906 23,310 1934 195 
1907 20.589 1935 215 

.190'8 12,aoa 1936 196 
1909 14,474 · 1937 34.l 
1910 23,745 1938 385 
19ll 20,780 ·. 1939 342 
.1912 12,688 1940 518 



. CHAPTER II 

SOCIAL CAUSES FOR EMIGRATION 

With bankruptcy and little woney in circulation, 

the middle and lower classes ot Swedes united . to condemn 

the powerful clergy and more p.owel'tul cliques. The 

large estates wer~. ~()Jltroll~d by the ~obility of which 

the clergy was included. ·The purch~se of the mortgaged 

farms added to the political ip.flu~nce ot the JlObility. 

Political franchises. wer~ held and granted tp large land

owners and to the rich clergy. During. the . iate 1860•s 

the· new electio~. laws, whi~h req\lired high pr,operty qual

ifit.lations, had in.franchised new propertied ~nd intellec

tual. clas:aes. At the same time the law also deprived the 

small landowners of the right .to vote.1 One of the qual

ifications for the right to vote was that the voter 

should possess a stipulated am·ount ot. property. So few 

possessed this necessary amount of property that there 

were scarcely six per cent of the Swedish pop\llation who 

had voting privileges.2 

The uprising of the deprived class reached its 

climax with the formation of a new social group compo$ed 

l. J~son, .2£• .£!1•, P• ?92. 

2. .ll?!s·, pp. ,292-93. 
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of the landowners, military officials, nobles, clergy, and 

government representatives. These groups were given spe

cial. consideration and privileges by the royal government. 

or th~ common people the ·so-called "freeholders" were 

gi;ven some c.onsideration 1n govenunental representation. 

Very few, however, of the agrarian class of Sweden had 

any vote or representation in the Sweqish government. The 

representation of t~e common ma~ meant very little in 

Sweden. There were, however, representatives in such few 

numbers that their votes were negligible. From 1865-1887, 

.more liberal franchises had been presented to the Riksdag 

but no result of any significance was obtained.1 

Wben the royal family found it necessary to reim

burse the treasury, heavy taxes were levied throughout 

Sweden. In many cases the money was used for causes which 

were not necessarily beneficial to the nation. With the 

ilpposition of new taxes on all people, there developed in 

Sweden :t4e att.itud~, that the right to vote should accompany 

the obligation .of paying taxes. 2 Mass meetings, local 

gatherings, and small group discussions were held in every 

part or Sweden concerning the new and unjust tax levy. 

· Even though free speech and press were guaranteed 

to the people by the Swedish constitution of 18091 they 

were, _nevertheless, refused to the dissenting groups. News-

l. ,rug_., p. 292. 

2. Interview with C. A. Wardell, describing the 
· rise of the Liberal Party in Sweden, February -281 1946. 
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papers, leading editors, lecturers, educators, merchants, 

and progressive thinkers were imprisoned for .anti-taxation 

declarations.1 The freedom of assembly was refused by the 

State who made it impossible for any group to hire a hall 

or even a grove in which to hold meetings. Persons ar

rested, who were unable to pay their fines, were given 

jail sentences.2 

So great was the growing dissention of the lower 

against the wealthier classes that resentment even developed 

from the agricultural laboring class against the peasant. 

The peasants held a .slightly higher social distinction than 

did the agricultural laborers, if one may distinguish be

tween the two. Otten the laborers tilled the land belong-
3 

~ to the peasants. 

The Civil War victory over the inequality and social 

standing between the Negro slaves and the free whites in 

America caused great reflection upon the social di·stinctions 

of Sweden. This fight for social equality in America be

tween the lowly Negro and all classes of whites created a 

great demand for social equality 1n Sweden as well. Many 

Swedes volunteered to fight for the cause .of social. equal

ity in America.4 Social reforms were not forthcoming from 

I. .,,: , ':.., I ~t· ~ . -·• & . .i'X 

-- •lo',...,,. :pr - ~ •• .,, 

1. Interview with Axel A. Linn, June 9, 1946. , 

2. Interview with Mrs. Julia Olson, July 1.8, 1946. 

3. Interview with Axel A. Linn, June 9, 1946. 

4. Interview with Mrs. Christine Nelson, March 17, 
1946. 
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the Swedish roya1 family until 1930.1 When th~se reforms 

were refused, many Swedes, . elated over . the great humaniJttic 

movement 1n America, made plans to start life anew in that 

land ot equality. 

The following quotations from letters qep!ct the 

social system of Sweden: 

· If I should come to Sweden. now and come into 
a store, l would have to take my cap or .hat in my 
hand and bow ceremonio~sly, calling a simple boo~
keeper tor "herre1', etc.; while 1n America a work
man and bookkeeper are of the same rank. Yes, our 
honore.d President Roose·velt, himself# does not 
despise2me if I take off my hat or not when I speak 
to him. 

I am a citizen .of ~be United States, and my 
vote is worth as mueh as a millionaire's in the 
electioµs. This is a country ruled by the people; 
in Sweden wealth rules. Here is equality. If I 
talk to a high official, I do not need to stand 
with my bat in my hand and ·witb. shaking knees, not 
knowing what tit~e to address him, for it _is only 

· the simple greetJ.I1g, "Good .day, ~r.---Klintberg," or 
whatever his name is, and ·arter -such a greeting I 
use only his first name, it may be Peter or Paul, 
during the conversation, and "¥ou, ": and then one 
feels 1tke a comrade. He $peaks to me in. the same 
manner. 

Rev. Olof' Olsson stated prior to his sailing for 
• . • . _l.~ i-... 

America: 

Emigr·ation 1s going to' incr
1
ease. · It is nec

essary tor people · who mus,t find a way to 11 ve. · It 
1s necessary for Sweden, for the country is over-

1. Janson, .QR.•. c;t., p. 294., 

2. 12£. cit. 

3. lQs_. ci_t. 
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populated in many regions. Besides, the economy 
or the country is in a sad state. The greater 
part of the f'arm owners are l being ruined by mortgage 
loans and unl~ted free trad,~ .Lawmaking has lost 
its way, and unless God graciously puts things to 
rights the end w.111 be bankruptcy. I see God's 
mercy in tbis, that with you He has land enough 
f'or the many who need it. Here we are overrun by ~ 
beggars. In Smaland there is a famine to a fright
ful degree. UnemployXDent prevails .. all over the 
country. And yet t~e Riksdag is about to vote a 
gift of 196,.000 crowns to · the newly engaged princess. 
Meanwhile a private subscription is afoot to provide 
her a most luxurious home. If youri oan do anything 
for the suf'f'erers in Smaland, in the- Lord's Name, 
do so. Royalty ·have, indeed, given something. to . the 
starving; a loan to provide relief ~s also proposed 
in the Riksdag, but among so many th~t will not go 
far. The Lord bas visita~ is wrat~ upon our beloved 
land. Many of its lawmak·e s seem to have been stric}fi-
en with blindness. Pray for our countryJnl _ 

Such letters, though g:irfatly e·xaggerated, in many 
' 

cases brought about dissatisf'action of the Swedes. Other 

il ,etters _ and visits from Sw.edes wllo, returned to Sweden from 

America made the natives aware of the claae distµic\ions 

in their own eountfY and caused tl).em to emigrate to America. 

The knowledge of the absence of class distinction in America 

added fuel . to tbe burning dissenti~n which smoldered in the 

hearts of the underprivileged classes or Sweden. The 

result of this burning desire to become part of a great 

nation gave · rise to further emigration to Ameri.ca . . Like a 

defeated and suppress~d army which still held hopes for 

victory, these men looked to Ame~ica as a provider of a new 

1. 
Illino?,S~ 

Ernst w. Olson, 2!2!.. O}SSOJt , . (lo~~ Island, 
Augustana Book Conce~n,, 1~,46) ; .. p. 51. 
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start in life. The vast opportunities and ,the equality of 

J:11en ·made America tlle "paradise" for Sweden's oppressed 

groups. As a Swede· might say, V~at greater gift could be 

granted than God, ~60 acres of land, the respect of other 

1 men, a voice in the government., and, above all, the p\lrsuit 

of 'lhappiness ·and life? America was all these things to 

the Swedes. 



CHAPTER III · 
( 

MILITARY, CAUSE~ JfOR .E)1:ir.qRAT~()N 

As the race for military supremacy develop_ed 1n 

Germany, Sweden adopted universal military training pat

,e.rne~ af'ter that of Germany. Immedia ~ely following tp.e 

Franco-Prussian War <lf 1870, Sweden, sensing the growing 

need · of ·Jnilitary protection, increased be~ ~armament pro

duction. Tbe Military Conscription Act of 1860 drafted 

all men between the ages ot t wenty and t wenty-five.1. No 

person llab1e to milit~ry service_ was eligible for emigra-

tion . withou.t government. sanction. Exemption dur.ing the 

time or· peace could be secured -by the advancewent of a 

s~all tee. In 1869, a bill, which . attempted to crea~e a 

rsservists mi~itary s~stem bY , Q~mpulsory service for all 

men from the ages ,of twenty to forty years, was introduced. 

This act ~ecame a law 1n 1885. The law deviated from the 

original. bill in that it stated that the compulsary mil

itary servi.ce would include all male,s between twenty-one 

and thirty-two in age. Military trainill8 was long and 
J 

. very difficul.t. ·· The training. was divided into t wo periods: 

the first eight years constituted active duty, and the 

second period consisted of four years ~n the reserve corps. 

,. l. Janson, 5U!.• cit., p. 295; interview with Birger 
Sandzen, November 1, 1946. 
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With the ambitious tendencies of Russia in the Baltic 

during 1892, the compulsory military service was lengthened 

again from thirty-two years to forty years. Conscription 

ages varied throughout the Swedish nation. The island of 

Gotland had a special law; its military _service began at 

the age of nineteen and continued until the age of thirty

ni:ne years. This .constituted active duty •1 · To prevent 

emigration fro• Sweden the compulsory military service 

coincided with the average · age · of emigra,tion. 2 

There was considerable opposition to the military 

program in Sweden. To maintain the military system, a heavy 

tax program on the agrarian classes was created. Although 

Sweden at this time ,was very anti-militaristic, she feared 

a war with Rus~ia, who had meddled with the affairs of 
-

Finland.3 The Free Church of Sweden, as well as th~ P~c-

ifists, fought the military acts but gained very little 

success. The agrarian group opposed the long term of 

military service. 

Compulsory military service -added greatly to the 

cause of emigra~ion trom Sweden • . 1 Many would rather leave 

Sweden and their families than bear- arms during peaceful 

1. Janson, sm,. cit.,. p. 296. 

2. Ibid., p. 297. 

3. Ibid., P• 296. 
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years and devote twelve years of their lives to military 

training.1 The ordinary soldier was for~e.d to rely upon 

his family for financial aid in order to pay his debts 

and obligations to_ the State. The wealthy landowners and 

clergy were exempt from miiitary training. Great. dissention 

and disturbances arose because of these distinctions and 
~ 

eJQigration resulted. The younger class of m·ale Swedes 

swarmed to countries away from Sweden _in order to escape 

the young age compulsory military training ·program. The 

strongest op osition to this program came from the classes 

which it affected. any males of conscription age traveled 

from one -parish to another seeking to esoa e military ser

vice. In this manner no constant check could be obtained 

from those concerned. 

Paul Waldenstrom wrote of the miiitary service, 

"ilitary training was demoralizing to the young men, for 

it removed them from the influence · of the home environment 

and exposed them to drinking, gambling, and other vices.•• 2 

In an effort to stop the young males from emigrating, 

1. Interview with Birger Sandzen, November .l, 1946; 
interview with Mrs. Christine ~elson, March 17, 1946. 

2. George K. Stephenson, Ib!_ faligious tspect .2f. 
S edish Ipypigration (Minneapolis: Te Un1vers ty of Min
nesota Press, 1932), P• 110. 
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. pamphlets and editorials, designed to apJ.,eal to· the younger 

men, appeared in all parishes throughout Sweden. The prop

aganda called upon the younger males to serve their country 

unselfishly and to. shame those who emigrated in order to 

escape the obligation or military service.1 In a conver

sation with Pastor Carl w. Andeer of Sorunda, Sweden, on 

De-camber 27 • 1927, George M. Stephenson was informed that 

during the time the former was in charge of the Augustana 

Synod Immigrant Home, Boston, Massachusetts, from 1900-

1905, there would be sometimes between seven and eight 

hundred men leaving Sweden on a boat to esc~pe military 

service. Pastor Andeer was of the opinion that military 

service played a large part and role in stimulating emigra

tion to America. For the Swedish emigrant, America was the· 

country without compulsory military training. Many immi

grants in America claimed that .they did not escape the 
' .f 

military service as much as · the high military caste system 
~ 

ot Sweden.~ The great increase of emigration of young men 

between the ages of eighteen to twenty-one, "Just before 

reaching age", 1s noticeable during the decades of 1881~ 

1890, and 1891-1900, following the military- conscription 

laws or 18851 1887, and 1892 • 

. l .. ~., p. 441; interview with Will Englund, 
November 2,~6. 

2. Interview with Emil o. Deere, August 24, 1946. 
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TABLE III1 

THE EMIGRATION OF MEN AGED SIXTEEN TO TWENTY-FIVE FROM 
. . SWEDEN . 

' 
,, ' . ' AGE ' 1861-70 ' 1871-80 ' 1881-90 t 1891-1900 

' ' ' ' 
' ' ' ' '-,, 

. 16-17 ' 1,056 - ' 1,345 ' 4,076 ' 2,996 
17-18 ' l,404 ' 1,899 ' 6,653 4,799 
18-19 ' . 1,853 ! 2,861 '10,038 7,353 
19-20 ' 2,436 . ' 3;512 ' 13,846 ' 9,579 
20-21 ' 3,303 ' 5,023 ' 18,625 ' 14,201 
21-22 2,778 ' 4,657 ' 8,349 

·' 
5,915 

22-23 2,927 4,686 ' 9,690 5,685 
23-24 ' 3,058 4,473 ' 10,356 ' 5,537 
24-25 · 3,105 ' 4,094 . ' 9.,291 4,715 

This scale does not include men of military ages who es

caped from Sweden into Denmark, Finl.and and Norway on 

false passports and who later came to America. It was a 

common practice for Swedish men of military ages to es

cape over the borders of Sweden to evade the compulsory 
2 military training. 

1. Janson quoting nutvandringsstatistik", Emigra
tionsultredningens Btlaga IV, pp~ 198, 297. 

2. Interview with William Englund, describing the 
escape of his brother-in-law, Charles Ulfves, into Finland 
~ 1889, and who later came to America, November 28, 1946. 



.CHAPTER IV 

RELIGIOUS CAUSES FGlR EMIGRATION 

Sweden was in the past and is today one of the most 

intensely Protestant countries of the world. The church 

followers were zealous defenders of the principles of the 

Protestant Reformation and they professed the faith of the 

Augsburg Confession. The church was an institution of the 

State. The greatest period of emigration, which occurred. 

between 1865-1895, was also the greatest period of reli-
. 1 

gious changes in Sweden. The years of 1876-1877 were the 

greatest years of religious revival in Sweden. It is not 

a mere coincidence that the Swedish emigration to the Unit~ 

ed States began at a time when a new day in the religious 

history of Sweden was dawning. 2 

Sweden was a theocracy, a nation in which the church 

was under the control of the State government. A homogenous 

religious group dominated Sweden as over ninety-seven per 

cent was Lutheran.3 Ev~ryone was legally born into the _ 

1. Stephenson, .2:E.• cit., pp. 10-15. 

2. ~- cit. 

3. Janson, .Ql2.• cit., p. 167; Wittke, 2£• cit., 
P• 275; interview with Birger Sandzen, November 21,1946; 
interview with Pastors. E. Johnson~ November 21, 1946. 
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State church and could be separated from it by formal 
. 1 

application only. All inhabitants of Sweden- paid taxes 

for the support of the Lutheran Church. Dissenters and 

persons legally separated ·paid only half the amount re

quired of the members. 2 In many cases fees were paid 

directly to the clergy, who often used the money for per

sonal uses rather than for religious purposes. Originally 

one tenth of the State funds was paid directly to the 

clergy. In 1910, a law was passed by which the complete 

tax was paid directly to the State, and the clergy was 

paid a definite salary by the State government. 3 

With .the introduction of the pietistic movement 

from Germany into Sweden during the nineteenth century, 

Sweden found many dissenters for a new cause. The dis

senting movement came from within .Sweden as well as from 

outside groups. In the theological field, Sweden has been 

historically dependent upon Germany for her construction. 4 

1. Janson, .2.£• cit., p • 167. 

2. Stephenson, 2£.• cit., pp. 1-11; Janson, .QE.• ill.·, 
PP• 10-1s: 

3. Stephenson q~oting Emil Hildenbrand, Gustav y, 
Vol. XIV, pp. 1-:11. 

4. Nels F~ s. Ferre, Swedish Contributions to Mod
. ern Theology (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1939T, ~2; 
interview with PJistor Arthur o. Hjelm, October 29, 1946; 
interview with Eatory K. Lindquist, November 301 1946. 
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Tbe scarcity of independent thinkers in Sweden was due to 

the close relationshi which existed between the church 

and the universities·. Sweden, following the examples of 

the Germany of the Reformation Period, began her attack 

in a religious manner upon the Swedish conservatism. Lay 

preachers challenged the church and the universities con

cerning religious pract~ces and the interpretation of the 
l .Bible. 

The most important religious emigration to America 

during the nineteenth century was caused by the religious 

revivals which swept across Sweden in protest to the ra

tionalism of the Lutheran Church. 2 The greatest dissen

sion concerned the "conventicle placate", which instructed 

parents to teach their children and servants the funda

mentals of Christian religion, which required that they 

re.ad the Bible to them and to pray with them, but which 

forbade that they discuss with reference points of doctrine 
3 too obstruse for the unlearned to comprehend. The con-

venticle placate, which also restricted religious meetings 

in private homes, was passed -early in 1726.~ When the new 

movement of worldly and spiritual revivals began in the 

,1. Ferre, .QI?.• ill•, pp. 2-5. 

2. Janson, .212.• ill•, p. 177. 

3. Stephenson., .Q.£• cit., p. 11 • 

4. Janson, ·.2.£• cit., PP• 167-180. 
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earJ.y 1840 1s 1 the conventicle placate and the fourteenth 

article of the Augsburg Confession, were _ -~mpl.oyed as weapons 

to maintain all Lutherans within . the oon~ervative State 

church. The Augsburg CQnf·ession taught that ,np one sb9uld 

instruct publicly in. t~e church or administer the sacra

ments unless he be regularly called. The movement in 

Sw~den was indee~ pietistical; but churchly withdrawers 

and their adherents, who were soon found throughout the 

province, were in no sense -dissenters. 
~ 

By the middle or the 18th century the church_ of 

Sweden had beoome cold, f9:,:-mal, and rationalistic, with a 

great lack ot warmth and stimulus. As the great tempe~ance 

and relig~ous movement swept throughout Swedeµ, the ~assgs 

made more demands upon the clergy and the church. As a 

result, there developed a group of lay-preachers, often 

se~-e.ppoint~d and ~spired, who -ta'1,ght the gospel, as tbey 
.... 
'• 

individually inte~preted the Scriptures. These lay-preachers 

traveled from parish to par,ish throughout Sweden, inter

preting the Bible and peddling tracts.1 Unable to fill 

their demands for religious- knowledge, the masses traveled 

long,: distanaes tQ hear men known as true sp;iritual leadter 

and seek private advice from these ,reii~ious couns~lors.2 

The lay-preachers were called "lasare" (readers, devotion-

1. Jansoll, Ibid., p. 177 

2. E. W. Olson, .5m.~ cit,. ,, p. +7i, 
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alists). The rise of .the free thinkers and .lasare gave 

new hopes to the people of Sweden who were neglected in 

the religious realni. As the followers of the lasare spread, 

the State ·officials realized that the .first step for free

dom from the State churcp was at hand. To prevent any 

competition or withdrawal from the State church, the oon

v~ntiole placate was further enforced. Many of the clergy 

telt that the spiritual awakening of the common people was 

a phenomenon which would lead to a higher moral status of 

the lower classes, so the clergy demanded sterner perse

outions and enforcements of the conventicle placate, The 

religious pressure enforced upon tlie "Lu·thlasaren (fol

lowers of Martin Luther) was one of the forces which con

tributed to Swedish migration to America.l 

The clergy of the State were .divided; one group was 

Sflllp&.thetic and encouraged the .dissenters who were clamoring 

tor all types of reforms; the other group, who were grad

uates of the univer~ities of Lund and Uppsala, looked down 

upon the ·attempts to the untutored and unauthorized 1aymen 

to interpret the Bib1e. Many of the clergy were degraded 

because they were not as ox-thodox as the State required. 

La~♦:n who did not conform with the State church were fined, 

and often banished from Sweden. The power of the State was 

World 
l. Francis J. Brown and Joseph s. Roucek,. One 
(New York_: Prentice Hall ~[nc,, 1946), p. 63:--
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exercised frequently against those who preached contrary 

to the doctrines of the State church. The dissenters were 

accused of not being· a ngroup who quietly met together and 

rever_ently considered God's Word., but who had heretical 

religious doctrines, who opposed the State religious ,cere

moni~s, and who, under the mantle of religion, broke with 

soc_ial -cus:toms" •1 Governor W. Gynther of Vas·ternorrland 

_stated that the private revivals, held by the people of- · 

ten began in good faith, but when many laymen attempted 

to explain the Scriptures, they spread her~sy. He be

lieved that the clergy should hold special Bible and 

prayer meetings in order to meet the new spiritual need 

of the peopl~. 2 , In 1855, three parishes in the country of 

Vasterno.rrland. petitioned the cathedral chapter to allow 

them to separate from the false community- of the 1State 

church until the old and pure handbook, song book, and 

catechism were restored and true teaching came back to 

the pulpit. 3 These dissenters demanded the ttpure Luther

an Doctrine" as expressed by the Augsburg Confession. In 

actuality, these dissenters were modern fundanientalists. 4 

Unable to secure religious sanctions, this group, known 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Loe. cit. --
Loe. ill.• 
Interview with Axel Linn, February 71 1947. 
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as the "Hedbergiili", emigrated to the United States in ~850. 

Among th'is group was Eric Norelius, one of the founders of 

.the A,ugusta.na Synod. 

It was universal that everyone confirmed partake 

of the •L~r~ ' .s Supper at least once a year ta enjoy the 

rights of a citizen, to be permitted marital rights by the 

State, and to secure any secular and government employment. 

The question of salv:ation and the lack qf equality in par

taking of the Lord's Supper · gave rise to further emigration. 

Only those who 11ved a highly religious 1ife in the eyes of 

the ctergy were permitted to partake of this service. The 

growth and spread of the 1asare became ~ore pronounced than 

ever. The lay-preachers took upon themselves to administer 

Holy Communion upon. all person in Sweden. , The laymen 

established throughout Swede~. "Communion Societies" for · 

- the unprivileged classes.1 Between the years of 1867~1869, 

the province of' Smaland, known as the colony of the "preach

ing siclmess" and t _be "I?~radise of the lasare", . captFibuted 

more than doURle Jany other parish in . the number of em~grants 

to. America. Tne section .or Jankoping, during the y:ears _ of 

the religious uprisings and »ersecutions, lost one ,fifth 

ot its population .. 2 A student of sociological and reli

gious phenomena quoted the following situation in Sweden: 

. l. 
1946. 

Interview with Mrs. Julia Olson, November l, 

2. Stephenson, -2.:g • . cit., p. 104. · 
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The decades of the eighties was a time of . 
Jubilee for the free~church moveuient in, Sweden. 
Various factors contributed to this. There were 
many young people in the country, in s pite of the 
fact that emigration swept away hosts of them. 
Industrialization had proceeded during the pros
perous decadas ·that preaeeded. With the breaking 
up of the villages caused by the parceling out of 
land, a great change in the life ·or the rural 
communit.ies took place. There was a depressing 
isolation, and unhappiness increased. With the 
great improvement in means of communication, 
there was a heavy migration from the farms to the 
cities and tac.tories. These migrants were without 
homes~ and -meetings and ,religious congregations 
served as substitutes. · Unemployment and lowereJi 
wages contributed to poverty and want. T~e labor 
movement was still in its infancy. The masses 
were politicall~ ineffectual, and their interests 
in polities was _very limited. Pop\lfar education 

. was . still in 1 ts swaddling . clothes. 

In describing the social life which existed in 

Sweden, the student continues: 

Amusements were few. It is true that there was 
drinking, dancing and card-playing in " c_ott~ges 

_and .at £estive occasions, .but theaters were ex
pensiye,... There were no moving-picture' theaters 
with brilliant electric lights and colored post
ers; neither did. athletic contests attract h~
dreds and thousands as they do at the present. 
The free · religious mee.tings were all the m9re 
attractive. Over them swept a breeze from the 
great land in the West., the wonderful America, 
'for which multitudes longed and to which sister., 
brother, or sweetheart had already gone.2 

,, ~ 
.. , . ., 

1. Stepi}enson, Ibid!., ,_pp. 104-105. 
~"' 

-~,. ·.Loo. ill• 
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Too frequently the pastors were negligent in per

forming their duties of the office. Although the clergy 

· were looked upon as notable examples to be respected, 

their lives were not always · exemplary of their positions. 

Profanity and intemperance were, by no means, unusual. A 

reliable witness testified that the pastor, in his par

ish, was so. intoxicated that he laughed aloud before the 

altar and preached nonsense in the pulpit. 1 In a letter 

to a religious journal in 1868, a pastor quoted, "In our 

parish there are three pastors: one is a drunkard who 

often has to be carried inte the pulpit in the state of 

intoxication; the second is avaricious and for the most 

part he is busy with his own affairs; the third is a wag 

and in his own way 1s a well behaved person.n2 The 

church pastors did no.t share the same ideas as the free 

church people. The failure of the clergy and the church 

to interpret the spirit of the age injured the position 

of' the church., In the long run it alienated the work

ingmen and the women. This reduced it to. a very low 

position of impotency. The fact that everyo;ne was lit

erally born into the Swedish Lutheran Church and could 

only separate by formal applica~ion ca~sed much dis

sention in Sweden. In a convocation speech_in 1869, the 
I 

1. Ibid., (quoting Waktaren, Stockholm, Sweden, 
September 3-;-I'a63. 

2. Loe,. ill.• 
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· archbishop presented a harsh picture of the_ clergy. In 

the catalogue ~t their sins were listed beresy1 profanity, 

l . l blas.phemy, ud~ness, and sacrilege, A't we,ddings, f'uner-

.als, and social. ga:therings ·the .pastor indulged iii. pleas

ures that were ta~oo among the pietists.2 

Amo?lg the first gro~p, who were victims of the 

ltate persecution· because of free thinking and because of 

their · meetings, were the Janson.1 tes .• 3 Thi$ group denounced 

the doctrine and cb,urch books of the Lutheran .faith and 

preached its own interpr~tation of the Bible. They burned. 

all the religious books usaq by the St~~er ohurch, includ-. . 

_· ing the psalm book and. catechism. 1r1e~iwhil
1
e the books 

which Janson wrete replac~d- ~hem.4 Eric Janson and bis 

followers were beaten, stoned, and banished fr.om many 
" , 

paris{les in ':weden. So great was the. opposition to this 

movement in Sweden that it was impossible to carry on 

Janson' s wo.rk. 5 Thus, looking to .Amer,ica as a free :Land 

of worship, the Janspn followers decided to migrate to 

America. Infl.uenced by letters from Gustaf Fl,ack of 

p. 7. 
1. Ibid., (quoting Waktaren, September 3~ 1868), 

2. Loo. cit. --
-3. Foilowers of Eric Janson 

4, Jans on, . .QR_. cit., p. 180. 

5. Stephenson, il passim. 
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Illinois, Janson and fifteen hundred of his followers em

igrated to America in the late l840•s. 1 After each emi-

. grant's name the church recorded in their books the fol

lowing notations: . '.'la.sare, · bad character", "reviler of the 

church and clergy", "burner of books", "reviler of the 

Lutheran doctrine", "condemned to do public penance for 

disturbing church services", ''depraved, tore up catechisms", 

and "demented by Eric .Jansonismn. 2 ' The Jansonites were, 

accused of stimulating opposition against the State church 

of' Sweden and creating a greater ".America: Fever" . 

Contributing to · American emigration were dissenters 

from the Mission Friends , Baptists, Methodists , Mormons , 

and Catholics. The greatest amount of dissenters were 

claimed by the Mission Friends, who listed 110,608 members. 

The Baptists listed 62,120 members. 3 

Forced baptism in Sweden by the clergy and State 

officials led to much dissention. Instances are recorded 

which relate that pastors, accompanied by officers of the law 

entered houses and baptized infants in spite of protests 

by the parents.4 A crown official reported a case of such 

being followed by ·emigration of the family and several 

1. Adamic, .2E.• ill•, p. 127; Janson, .Q..E.• ill•, p. 
127; Stephenson,~• cit., p. 59. . 

2. Stephenson, .21!• cit., p . 59. 

3. Janson, 2£• cit., p. 167. 

4. Stephenson, 2R.• cit., p. 191. 
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friends,., , oonsis~ing of sixty or seventy persons 1n all.l 

Due to the ac,t of confirmation by the State, the Baptists 

were forced to look for a new land of religious liber:ties. 

The Baptists., who were non-conformists, could have no le

gal marriages acco~ding to the laws of Sweden. Until 

1873, all Baptists' mar~iages were listed as illegiti~ate 

in the eyes of the Swedish laws. The Baptists fell into 

· further troub~e with the · clergy by ·enc~9aching upon their 

perogatives within their own parishes, even in the case . 

of reading the last rites and burial service. Other de

nominations and movements~ were persecuted by the ;State 

government of Sweden; however those persecutions were not 

as severe as ,those toward the Baptists. 

The church of Sweden was assailed by: the exponents 

o( new political ideals and divergent religious faiths, 

who tried to batter down the walls of confessional and 

political orthdoxy of the conse.rvative Swedish Lutheran 

Church. 

The great desire tor the individualistic thinking in 

religion. the right to worship as each person chose, and 

the desire to follow other patterns of religion than those · 

stressed by the .state church created an impetus which · 

gave rise to a non-conformist movement. This .movement 

produced dissenters who later emigrated to America. 

At no other time in Sweden's history ,tere ministers 
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needed more greatly than they were during the crisis of 

the nineteenth, century. · People looked to . the ministers 

for spiritual guidance and moral encouragement. The · 

clergy failed to liv~ up to ·the people's expectations. 

They-r~iled to listen to the pleas of the congregations, 

and the actions of their everyday lives produced an atti

tude_ of disgust~ distrust, and a sense of unreliability 

1n themselves. 

With these combined grievances and with the in

formation of America's religious freedom burning within 

them, these dissatisfied Swedes looked to America as a 

land of Canaan. Sweden experienced approximately the 

same reaction during this crisis as Germany did during 

the Reformation. Rather than conform to the statutes or 

the State, these pious followers of free religion chose 

to leave their native land in se~rch of a true religion. 

Although not a major cause for emigration, eccle

siastical despotism cpntributed to the_ dissatisfaction, 

and in many· individual cases it was the spark that 

created the motive to emigrate. 



CHAPTER V 

THE ''AMERICA !$TTEaS" 
•1 I / 

The most influential stimulus for the emigration 

· was the letters written by former Swedi'bh emi_gran ts to 

their famiJ.y and relatives. These ·letters ·usu~lly port

ray,.ed the finer parts of America rathe.r .than the unfavor

able,. . Otten the letters contained money which caused 

idle. talk concerning the richness of Americ.a as c.ompared 

to the poorness of_ Sweden... ~+equently money for . passage 

was included. as well as a promise of a job in .America. 

The popularity of the Ameri.c.a letters had . its beginning 

during · the earl.y part of the 1840•.s, when the early emi

grants stressed the greater possibili.ty of securing a 
f 

decent l -1.velihood in America • . The earl,_y. emigrant~ sent 

,money frOJD . .fUD.e.r .ic.a . to pay mortgages held against their 

families and relatives 1n., ~weden. .A& indus.try developed 

~ t)i~ ._ weste~ part e>f the United -. States in the 18801s1. 

the . .America letters b~oame . extremely popular. Rai.lroads, 

manuractu.r.ing. companie.s, and other industr.ies who sought 

cheap ,labor, encouraged· letters to be written promising 

po.sitions. l)uriD.g the agrarian and. econoinic. criais in 

Sweden, . the America let.ters became most effective. 
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To substantiate the validity of these letters, returning 

Swedes rela~ed their personal experiences concerning the 

fabulous wealth in America. •Other Swedes, who accumlated 

small fortunes in America and who returned to their na

tive. Sweden to retire, often told . exaggerated stories of 

life in America.l Throughout the course of the crisis 

1n Sweden, a feeling swept within the country that there 

· was rio future for the common class. These people be

came easy preys for the· industrial sponsored letters. 

These letters were often read during the church 

services and often from the pulpit. Groups gathered 

after church services and discussed the letters very 

thoroughly. Every word and sentence was examined care

fully and made a point ··tor discussion ·by the group._ In 

the religious circles of oweden, America became known 

as the "land of Canaan". Letters from former pastors of 

small parishes in Sweden wrote concerning the freedom of 

thought and worsbip 1n the "new world". These letters 

were read during the church services and created great 

interest among the church people. Ministers, who were 

persecuted in Sweden for non-conformity or State reli

gion, migrate.d t ,o America M'here they were permitted to 
. ... . 

preach as they believed. Such ministers wrote letters 

back to weden in which they told or the freedom that 

1. Interview with Gottfrid Olson, March 2, 1946. 



~hey enjoyed in America. · They also stated tbat jmin1$ters, : 

who were not bound to the State church, were .preferred 1n 

America. Until 1890, of 291 pastors of the Augustana Sy-

nod only eight had been ordained in Sweden.l The parish 

newspapers• ~sually published the success ·or local emigrants 

in America. In many congregations the young men attended 

services in hopes of gaining information about America 

from the letters. The vast richnes_s of America was ex-

hib~ ted in Sweden by returning emig~ants who displayed 

gold watches, chains, rings, ~d even gold in their teeth.2 

Usual;.ly these returning. emig,x,ants -carried personal lett.ers 

and greetings to parents ·_ of Swedisp emigrants who had set

tled in America. They often added their own personal 

exaggerated tales of success concerning these settlers. 

The ·"America._ Fever" spread . rapidly th~oughout 
' ~ 

Sweden, es~eQially affecting those wbo )lad very little 

success in lire within the country. Letters to Sweden 

often stated that the ·climate in America was more health

ful and more envigorat.ing, that there was, no 01!3-s_s dis

t;nction~ n.o title · sickness,, and no large estates as ex

isted in Sweden.. . One Swedish-American wrote that in 

. ,.. ··-' . -- ' . 
.• ,- ····1 ·; · •. i .. 

l. Carl A. Swensson., Ausustwia, February 13, 1890. 

2. Stephenson, .Qll• m .. , P• ~03. 

3. Interview with Birger Sandzen, October 30, 
1946; interview with Charles Peterson, November 281 1946. 
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America there were no large estates whose owners could 

take the last sheaf from their dependents and turn them 

out to beg.l 

Letters s.imilar to the following . were great draw

ing powers to the dissatisfied Swedes: 

I can tell you that we are busy in America 
planting corn, for we have sixty acres. I sit and 
ride on a machine which we plant corn with, and -the 
oats and the wheat and barley stand green and 
beautiful. I have planted seventeen acres of heat, 
fifty acres of oats, and four acres of barley, . and 
today we have planted potatoes. You ask how much 
_rent I pay for an acre of land. I pay three dollars 
an acre, and I can tell you that here we do not 
live frugally but here one has eggs and egg pancake 
and canned fish and fresh fish and fruits of' all 
kinds, . so it is difr'erent from you who have to sit 
and hold herring bones.2 

Letters of this type, though greatly exaggerated, were 

very infiuential in increasing the stimulus for further 

emigration to America. The get-rich-quick idea spread 

rapidly 1n all parts of Sweden. 

Not all letters cited this opinion •. Many.' emi-

grants •~re disappointed upon reaching ·their new promised 

land. One of these disappointed Swedish emigrants wrote 

back to bis native Sweden concerning the homes in America: . 

l. Wittte, .QR.• £ii~, P• 103. 

2. 1·anson (quoting a letter collected ·from a par
ish 1n Sweden for the Swedish Anti-Emigration Committee), -- , 
.21?.• cit., P• 23. 
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Their home ,..was mu.ch poorer than any charcoal 
hut in Sweden, without fl.oor, almost without roof, 
and with a few stones in a corner which we~e suppos
ed to be a stove. Such was the magnificent house • 
which they had written they were building to receive 
all the Swedes who would come •••• 1 · 

Correspondence of this character was stressed more fre~ 

quently from the church pulpits and church gatherings than 

were the more enticing letters. These letters were read 

and exhibited to prevent the drainage of population from 

church parishes. 

Another means of preventing the flow of emigrants 

to America was the circuiation of stories that immigrants 

would be sold into slavery in Siberia or the South.2 

Though the America Fever was only a terminology, 

it reacted ,as though it were a plague, spreading through

out universal\. Sw.eden. The America letters, though not a 

primary ca~se for emigration, were the most influential 

stimulating factor 1n increasing the skepticle emigrants • 

• j -" 

1... lJl,t.tke» QR.• s.ll.·, p. 267. 

2. Loe. cit. 

.. ,., . .. .,. 



CHAPTER VI 

AMERICA'S .DESIRE FO~ I MMIGRATION 

It was during the 1860's that America looked to 

Sweden for honest and sincere immigrants. Under the in

fluence of President. Abraham Lincoln immigration in

creased greatly. During the Civil War the government 

of the United States adopted the policy of encouraging 

immigrants to its shores_. The d~ties of the Commission

er of Emigration, whose office was created in 1864 under 

the Secretary of State, were to gather full and reliabl.e 

inf.ormation about soil, climate, minerals, agricultural 

products, wages in varI:ous parts of the United States, 

and also the means of transportation and communication, 

the need of 1l1abor, and the spread of information 1n a 

popular form in all pa~ts of Europe.l Under Lincoln's 

adminstration a Federal Immigra-tion Commission.er was ap

pointed • . A Federal Superintendent of Emigration was 

located 1n New York to aid emigrants to find homes and 

employment. The Immigration Law of 1864 permitted the 

formation of contracts by which an emigrant might be 

brought to the United States and allowed to work oft 

l. Janscbn . (quoting Hemlandet,_ July 13, 1864), 
op. cit., p. 261. 
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his passage by one ye.ar or :Labor.1 The oommittee on 

Foreign. Immi~gra.tion was ·. colii'ident emigrants could be per

. suaded to come to .the ~nited States by thoroughly ad-
-• 

verti.sing. great opportunities in the new country. Among 

the inducements cited were: 

(1) the high price af labor and the low 
price of food, compared with other oouri tries, · ( 2) 
o~r 1.and policy, giving away to every emigrant 
after be sha11 have dec1ared his intentions to be
CQme a citizen·, a_ home and re.rm., substantially a 
free gift, ebarging· him less for 160 acres in :fee
sialp1e· than is paid as the annual rental of a 
s1ngle acre ~ England., (3) polit:ical rights con
ferr~.d upon persons of foreign .. birth, (4) our 
systeJQ of; fre.e schools,, ·meiting . in common cruo
ibie all di£f.er.ence5- of religi.on, language, and 
race, and giving .the· .chil.d · ,of the day laborer 
and ... ·the son of the millionaire equal,:. 9pportuni
ties to exce1 in .the .pursu.1,t and . acquirements of 
knowledge. _ This is an advantage and a blessin& 
which the poor man en~oy,.,s in no other co1mtr7.B 

Pri.Qr to the app,ointme:nt of a -~edera~. uimigrati,on 

Commissioner during Lincoln ts. ,administration, several 

states had 1n$tituted immigra.tion .c.ommissi,ons in · ex-
. 3 

pl.oitin1 Eui-op1 for settl.ers. Many states .sent repre-

sentatives to Sweden to encourage .. immigra.tion to their 

individual states. The most popular form of. campaigning 

for emigrants was ,, the estab1ishment of- agents at various 

pQrts ,o~ entry and centers ,of immigrant distribution. 

' ., ' ,, .. ,., ,-.... ' 

2. Ibid., p. 262. 

3 • . Wiscons.in in .185.2; Missouri 1n 1862. 



-39-

The agents were usually people who knew Sweden well and 

could gain the confidence of the new immigrants. These 

agencies took immediate c~arge of the immigrants who were 

ignorant or the English language, aided them in purchas

ing tickets, checked their baggage, advised them of 

Swedish friends, and instructed them .concerning the 

cheapest routes of travel to their destinations. At the 

same time information concerning the particular state . 

represented was "sold" to the immigrant. Minnesota in

augurated this system of securing immigrants.l Often 

interpreters accompanied the new immigrants to the West 

to prevent the ever-increasing fraud inflicted upon the 

new settlers. The fraud was inflicted upon them by 

agents of railroads, agents of steamship lines, and im

migrant hotel-keepers. 

Competition between the eastern .and western 

states became very heated after the· Civil War. This was 

due to the expanding production of the eastern indus

tries; and the opening of vast territories in the West. 

On November 23, 18701 a national immigration conven•ion 

was held in Indianapolis, . Indiana, -which was called by 

the governors of Minnesota, lowa,HNebraska, Missouri 

1. Minnesota As A Home for Immigrants, :(pamphlet) 
St. Paul, 1885. - - --
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.Kansas, Michigan, and Wisconsin.1 There were delegates from 

twenty-two states, two territories, and the District of 

Columbia.2 Immigration ~as discussed and the convention 

petitioned for legis'lation to protect immigrants from fraud 

and to establish a bure·au of immigration. Previously, 

President Lincoln, in his address to the Congress of 1864, 

had stressed similar problems of immigration.3 The States 

were sincere in obtaining good citizens. 

The railroads were· competing . with and aiding the 

States to obtain settlers. any railroads had agents in 

New York to secure both laborers and settlers . The Illinois 

Central Railroad maintained an agency while that railroad 

was under construction. In·order to secure laporers, the 

Illinois Central Railroad Company donated ·a piece of land 

for the Augustana Theological Seminary at Paxton, Illinois, 

in 1860.4 These immigration commissions were practically 

all discontinued between 1863-1875, . because of the marked 

decline in immigration. 

Since Sweden was an agricultural nation, the 

1. Iowa Report of Immigration, 1872, Legislative 
Documents, State of Iowa, 1872, p. 11. 

2 . Janson, .Q.E.• cit., p. 256 . 

3. J. D. Richardson, Messages and Papers of the 
Presidents, 1789-1897, VIII, 3413, 3475. 

4. Ernest Olson, History of the bwedes of Illinois 
. , (Rock Island: Augustana Book Concern, 1904) V., 1. 
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Swedes were more interested in the wide ranges offered to 

them in the West than in the highly populated and Indus

tralized East. In Sweden pamphl.ets were i _ssued which 

stressed the. picture of J.arge, virgin farmlands which 

were "Just waiting" to be prepared for seed. These 

pamphlets greatly influenced many Swedes to come to 

America and to settle in the West. Inf.ormation concern

ing emigrant guidebooks,. money exchange, emigrant hotels, 

American clothing, and other necessities concerning life . 

in America, was published in Swedish n.ewspapers. One 

very popular guide which was advertised throughout Sweden 

was compiled by an author named Bojesen. It was en

titled "Till. Amerika", translated "To America.", which ex

plained cond.itions. in Minne.sota, Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, . 

Kansas, and Texas.1 

With the great migration from Sweden during the 

1850 1 s and l860's, immigration. .companies . flouri.shed in 

the United· States, reaching their peak after the Civil 

War. Agents _were sent to Sweden for the purpos.e of open

ing offices and collecting points ror emigration to 

America. Trans.portation of · emigrants to the United 

States had become a profitable business. The most 

popular emigrant companies were the Western Migration 

Ageaci.es wi.th headquarters in Chicago, the American 

1. Janson (quoting Skanska Posten, Kristianetad, 
Karch 31, 1869), 22• cit., p. 264. 
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Emigrant Company, the Chicago Emigrant Agency, The" Col

umbia Emigration Company, and the American Aid and Home~ · 

stead• Company, all of New York. These emigrant companies 

were cl.osely connected with steamship lines and often 

made contracts for selling . ticket.-s to prospective emi

grants. Many of these companies had great . financial back

ing and became extensive corporations, $Uch as the Ameri

can Emigrant Aid an.d Homestead Company of New York which 

had a capitalization of ·five million dollars.l This 

corporation had many activities other than that of a 

steamship navigation for emigrants. They operated a land 

department . for the purpose of purchase ands.ale of farms, 

a bailking ·.department, loan and saving .. d,ivision, a money 

exchange division, and an employment department.2 Most 

emigrant companies performed the same functions. · 

Agents in Qweden.-. were paid. on a commission basis. 

These agents knew n.o scruples or p·rinciples 1n securing 

emigrants. They made house to house canvases, called 

meetings, organized emigration socities:, published news

papers whose texts contained huge advertisements 0-f 

land companies, railway c,ompa.nies,, ,steamship companies, 

and all other types of agencies needing.: emigrants for . 

work in America. 0 · The religious appeal was often used 

1. · Ibi~., p. 236. 

2. ~. cit., 
. ' 

3. Stephenson, .2.£• cit., p. 297. 
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by the agents to recruit their en1igrants. Ministers often 

took the advantage of lucrative offers by the emigrant 

companies to encourage the population of their parishes to 

sail to America. These agencies and land. companies reached 

their peak a few years before the fanic of 1873, in the 

United States. After a few years of successful incomes, 

most of the companies fell into bankruptcy. 1 

The emigrant companies and steamship agencies were 

not responsible for the beginning of the Swedish emigra~ 

tion to America; but their presence during the lowest ebb 

of Sweden's economic, social, and religious period con

tributed greatly to those seeking new opportunities in 

life. They also became another stimulant for emigration 

to America. 

Sweden, being aware that her population was mi

grating to America, embarked upon an anti-immigration 

program. Since the year of 1871,· ninety-eight per cent 

of the Swedes desired America as the land to which they 

would emigrate when their chances of leaving Sweden ar

rived.2 National anti-immigration societies were formed 

in all key embarkation ports. These societies were formed 

chiefly to protect the emigrants from being exploited by 

all types of agents. The largest of these societies were 

l~ Interview with Emil Fagerberg, February 121 
1946. 

2. aurice R. Davie, World Immigration (New York: 
Macmillan Company, ·1930), p. 73. 
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located at Stockholm, Gothenburg, and at Malmoe.l These 

anti-immigration societies flourished in Sweden from 1886 

to 1890. A record shows the total of 7,020 per million 

population emigra·ted during this period.2 It was during 

these years that Sweden held the highest per capita loss 

from immigration of all nations 0£ Europe. Although im-
-

migration reached its highest peak during this period, the 

work of the aational anti-immigration societies prevented 

many more ram contacting -the America Fever b7 Sweden's 

extensive nationalistic programs and reforms. Such reforms 

.as universa~ suffrage at the age or twenty-five, limitation 
' . 

of tax burdens, military· reforms, educatio~al benefits, 

freedom bf' tfie r.,press, elective fra.D:chises, labor legisla

tion, and social reforms wera stressed and put into action 

by the Riksdag in 1866. These reforms, a promise or a 

better Sweden for the common man, and an economic crisis 

in America prevented many from emigrating f .rom Sweden.3 

- l. Ed.1th Abbott, IJDID1Mat1on: ~ Select Documents 
and Case Records (Chicago: ti varsity of ~Cbicago. Press, 
1924y;-ji. -69 • . 

- 2. Donald R. Taft, Human lligration (New York: 
Ronald Press Co., 1936), p. 69. (Records include Great 
Britain, Sweden,Spain, Italy and France.) · 

1946. 
Interview with Charles Peterson, lovember 30, 
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TABLE IV1 

SWEDISH IMMIGRATION DIVIDED INTO OCCUPATIONS 

1. Gustav Su.ndbarg, "Utvandringstatistik" Emigra
tionsutredningens, Biliga, IV, 236. 



CHAPTER VII 

EARLY SETTLERS AND TRADERS OF THE SMOKY VALLEY 

While it is believed that ov~r 300 years ago the 

. Spaniards crossed the Smoky Valley and established a camp 

southwest of what is now Lindsborg, and while it is known 

that various parties, such as cattlemen, hunters, and Ind

ian· fighters roamed this · territory, no accurate date can 
' be found concerning the settlers or settlements prior to 

1855.1 It 1s believed that hunters, trappers, and ad

venturers came within the immediate boundries of Linds

borg when Kansas was part of the Loui:siana Territory. It 

is also thought that this territory may have been reached 

by French explorers before the Lewis and Clark expedition. 

The first settler 1n what is now · cPherson County,· 

who remained there long enough to be called a citizen, 

was Isaac Sharp.2 He lived within a ten mile radius 

southwest of present day Lindsborg. He had. migrated 

from Pennsylvania in the · winter of 1859. Mrs. Sharp was, 

without doubt, the first whi·te· woman to reside in this 

1. Lindsborg News and ~-Record, February 19, 
1915. 

2 • . A. T. Andreas, History gI_ Kansas - (Chica~o: 
R.R. Donnelley and Sons, The Lakeside Press, 1883), p. -811. 
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area.l Issac Sharp was forced to-move from his new home 

on the prairie because of the fear of the Indians. Short

ly •·arter the Sharp's arrival, a man named Lewis settled on 

the Smoky River below the site of present Marquette. He 

was a trapper and trader who later made a homestead claim 

in this valley.2 From the time when the Sharp family 

left this vicinity until the settlement of 1866 was made, 

there were only occasional visits by traders and trappers. 

The names of D. H. Page, · J. Lehman, and A. A. Spillman, 

who were hunters and trappers, are recorded as early ex

ploiters of game in this area. <Mr. Alexander Campbelle, 

one time postmaster of Salina, made frequent trips in the 

vicinity prior to 1866.3 

The first Swedish settler -known to have lived ·in 

· the_ . SD)oky Valley was A. B. Carlgren, who, in February, 

1864, settled about nine mil~s s?uth of Salina, Kansas.4 

Carlgren made statements to all new arriving settlers 

that he was the first Swede to be located south of the 

city or Salina.5 

l. 12s_. cit. 

2. ~. cit. 

3. Loe. £11• 

4. Alfred Bergin, "Swedish Settlem.ents in Central 
Kansasn, Kansas Historical Collections, XIi 20; E~st 
Skarstedt, Svenska-Amerikanska Folket I He I och Socken, 
Stockholm, Sweden, 1917, p. 52. · · 

5. It is the opinion of the writer and Charles 
Peterson that Carlgren's statements are fallible; there ar.e, 
however, no records to ·substantiate our analysis. 
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During 1866, settlers began migrating into the 

Smoky Valley. In May of 1866, ten Swedes, the first in 

the settled area, locat~d near the Smoky River southeast 

of the prese~t site of ·11ndsborg.1 . In July of 1866, 

George w. and Samuel W~ Shields settled tbe territory 

which is now Lindsborg.2 Other Swedes moving southward 

from A. B. Carlgren 1 s were G. A. Johnson, who arrived trom 

Ostergotland., Sweden; Peter Johnson of Smaland_.,, ' ~weden and 

A. B. Carlgren•s nephew, ·Andrew Johnson. G. Johnson set~~ 

led next to the A. B. Carlgren claim in 1867 • . It -is 

evident that other nationalities · were present in the 

settlement of this area. One of these settlers was Frank 

Robinson who was the first of these settlers around the 

Assaria, Kansas district. Assaria is only ten miles from 

Lindsborg. Robinson, who was of English extraction, 

-mig~ated to Kansas from the state of Maine.3 He estab

lished a claim in the yea.r 1865. He .then joined the 

United States Army, and after a year's service he returned 

to his claim _to begin his homestead. Robinson was unmar

ried when he staked his claim, but upon returning he was 

' 1 

1. This group consisted of J. Kingbery, F • . Lund- · 
strom, -J. Ericson, A. Linn, J. F. Hu1dquist, P. Alquist, 
.N. Spongberg, G. Johnson, T. Johnson, and A. Hanson. 

1915. 
2. Lindsborg News and News-Record, _February 19, 

3. Interview with Miss Susie Robb, January 2, 1947, 
(the Robb family were the closest relative pio~eer family 
to the Robinson's for many years). 
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accompanied by a wife.l ·Women proved to be a great asset 

to men on the frontier. They served as homemaker, comp

anion, cook, doctor, and clothes maker. Besides provid

ing man with a family, women ·usually took care ot the 

lighter farm work, aided with the chores, and tilled a 

garden. 

A Swede named Gusta:v ·,Johns.on of Vostergotland, 

Sweden, ~set out for Am~rica in Uarcb, 1865, and arrived 

1n Chicago July 4, of the same year. Johnson had been 

informed of the opportunities. in America. Upon arrival 

in Cbicag~. he and ninetr other prospective laborers se

cured free transportation to Kansas City, Missouri, from 

an employment bureau. Often the employment bureaus 
I 

served as clearing stations for immigrant laborers who 

were seeking homes and employment . in the West. Their 

origina1 destination was Lawrence, Kansas, where work 

was supposed to be available on the Union Pacific Rail

road. The group walked from Kansas City, Missouri to 

Lawrence, Kansas, where only three· of the original 

ninety imllli.gran.ts received .empl.oyment. 2 When work -was 

not available for the men, six of the group decided to 

-tra el to Junction City, Kansas, where the Union Pacif

ic Railroad Co~pany was hiring men to build their -rail-

1. Interview with Charles Peterson, November 30, 
1946. 

0 

2. Alfred Bergin., Lindsborg, Etter Femtio Ar. 
(Ro~k Island: Au.g.ustana Book Concern, 1919), p. 21. 
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road into the Solomon and Smoky Valleys. In order to ex

tend their railroads, new land grants were given to the 

Union Pacific Railroad Company by the Federa1 government 

in 1866 •. 1 Junction City at this time was the largest set

tlement west or Kansas ·c1ty, issouri. It was 109 miles 

from Lawrence, Kansas, and in 1866, it was the land of

fice for this area. Upon arrival of the six prospective 

workers in Junction City, they were fed and boarded by a 

kind Swede, who allowed them to use his chicken house 

for living quarters. These men of Swedish background 

were always received with great jubilation. The feel-

ing of friendliness existed on the prairie frontier. 

The settlers were always anxious to contact these six 

men in hopes of gathering information concerning their 

families, relatives, and friends in Sweden. This at

mosphere exists among the Swedes at the present time. 

Very often these new immigrants carried . . messages.2 Arter 

a lengthy and we!comed stay, these men moved south to 

the Smoky Valley. 

In 1868, Rev. J·. B. McAfee, then Adjutant-Gener

al of the State of Kansas, became interested in secur

ing railroad rates and other services to induce many 

immigrants to Kansas. When he learned that many Swedes 

1. · Interview with Charles Peterson, November 30, 
1946. 

2. Interview with rs. Sigrid Linn, February 11, 
1946. 
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were waiting in Chicago for new homestead tracts, be wrote 

to them concerning the many advantages in the Smoky Valley, 

as they were explained to him. It is thought that some

time later this ·fact was responsible for causing an organ

ized group of Swedes to· be interested in the Smoky Valley.l 
.\ 

He secured a special rate for transportation of $10.50 

from Chicago to Kansas City. Rates from Kansas C1ty to 

cities westward were less than one half the original price~ 

Immigration to Kansas was· not great at this time because 

of the Indian troubles. 

It was during this time taat the Indians were at

tacking h.omesteaders, smail settlements, and the railroads. 

Due to the Indian uprisings which followed the Civil War, 

many American troops were stationed in the Indian terri

tory. Adolph Roenigk relates that during the summer of 

1868, Indian attacks were numerous in the Smoky Valley. 

Many settlers were killed, women attacked, and children 

were carried away as hostages.3 The Indians disapproved 

of the western migration of the white man and . tried in 

vain to prevent the movement. On September 17, 1868, the 

battle of Arickaree took place. Previous to that battle 

l. Topeka Capital, April 13, 1907. 

2. Bergin, "Swedish Sett lements", Kansas State 
Historical Collections, XI, 22. 

3. Adolph Roenigk, Pioneer Histor! .Qf Kansas · 
(pub11s~ed by Adolph Roenigk, 1936), pp.68-181; G. W. 
Martin,'"Monuments and Markers in Kansas", Kansas Histori
.Q!! Collections, XI, 265. 
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however, the Indians attacked the Smoky and 9oiomon Valleys 

in 1865, 1866, and 1867. The Cheyennes, . Arapah~es, and 

the Kiowas united to drive the frontie.r back. Due to these 

attacks .General Custer, with his troops and part of the 

19th Kansas Cavalry, ·fought the Indians and drove them back 

and then northward. The Battle of Arickaree put an end to 
1 the Indian troubles in the valley. The Indian troubles 

were; indeed, serious and prevented the further migration 

to Kansas at this time. 

In April, 1866, eight young men from Sweden rented 

a team and wagon from agents in Junction, Kansas, and set 

out for the Sol,omon Valley. 2 After arriving, 1n .the valley, 

they were dissatisfied; and, hoping to find a better home

stead, traveled westward through Salina. and past the dug

out of A. B. Carlgren.. At this time only two·. claims were 

recorded in the southwest valley. 3 The winding. river 

stocked with fish, the tall blue stem grass.,. the prairie 

chickens,, the hills, the bluffs and· the val1eys gave the 

promise of peace and happiness for which these Swedes 

1. Noble Prentis, History of Kansas (Topeka: 
published by Caroline Prentis, l904J, p. l33; Roenigk, 
.21?.• s!.i•, PP• 167--181. 

2. J. Johnson, L.t Huldg_vist, ;J?. Spanberg, A. G. 
Linn, H. J. Nordlund, AhJqvist, Erj.c Ocksa, ~nd K. :lo~-' 
son. 

z~ .. Bergin, ''Swedish · Settlements in Kansas", · 
, , !{ansas State Historical· C~lle<rtion.s , ,1 XI., 22. 
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were searching. 1 The Smoky Valley was the finest hunting 

grounds east of the Rocky Mountains. Many .buffaloes and 

wild animals roamed this area. Here roamed the greatest 

flock of buffaloes ever to graze upon the western prair

ies.2 The group, after traveling farther · south and after 

expioring the new frontier, returned to Junction City, 
\ I • 

where they filed for a land grant on a quarter section 

· of land alo~g the Smoky, River. These grants later be

came a part of Lindsborg-. Nine other Swedes filed claims 
. 3 

at the sani~_ time and in the same area. In the ·1ate 

summer of 1866, K. _Johnson and his company returned from 

Junction city to their claims. They begah their lives 

as homesteaders in earnest by building dugou.-ts ,and by break

ing the sod. The combined group poss·essed_ one mule' team, 

one team of horses, one yoke or · oxen, six cos, and 
- 4 provisions enough for one year. In the w4lter of 1866-

1~67, several ne~ families arrived· in the valley to in

crease the settlement--some came from Illinois and some 

came directly from Sweden. 
- I 

The !irst group of settlers in the Smoky Valley 

1. Interview with Joseph 01son, February 7-, 19.46. 

2. George Root, "Ferries in Kansas", Kansas State 
. Historical Quarterly, v. IV, No. 1, p. 5. 

3. Bergin, "Swedish Settlements in Central Kansas, 
Kansas State Historical Collections, XI, 22. 

4. Interview with Charles Peterson, November 30, 
1946. 
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were all poor. All of their accumulated wealth was used 

in reaching the valley and in purchasing supplies, seed, 
• 

and equipment necessary for homesteading. Others had 

served in the Civil War and had little or no money at all. 

After planting their crops many settlers worked to earn 

extra. money. · Work was secured on labor gangs at Fort · 

Harker, Fort Dodge, Fort Scott, and on the Union Pacific 

Railroad and later on the Santa Fe Railroad.1 Many of 

the ·men were single and s·tayed only long enough to claim 

their legal rights to the Homestead Act Grant. These men 

were often in need of money and looked to the railroads 

for work. 2 

1. Interview with Charles Peterson (describing 
his father's. securing work on the Union Pacific Railroad · 
after securing his land grant), November 30, 1946 • . 

2. ~ergin, "Swedish Settlements in Central Kansas", . 
Kansas State Historical Collections, XI, 21. 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE FIRST SWEDISH AGRICULTURAL COMPANY AND 

THE GALESBURG COLONIZATION COMPANY 

In 1866, Sven August Lindell left sm·aland, Sweden, 

for America 1n hopes of securing a new start in lite. Be

cause of the suffering under the conditions of Sw.eden, it 

was •his desire that all poor people should find homes and 

security. While he was on the ·steamer. frqm Swed.en to 

America, and while he was traveling across the eastern 

part of the .United States · to Chicago, Lindell tried by 

all means ·to organize a colony for the purpose of buying 

land somewhere in the West. In Chicago t ·he plans were 

discussed with •agnus Carlson, J.C. Bergsten, and John 

Ferm who were very much interested in purchasing land in 

the West. This meeting le(! to the -formation of the. First 

Sw~dishAgricultural Company which was organized on 

Friday, April 17, 1868 • . The minutes of the first meet

ing, which was held at 190-192 Superior Stre.et, Chicago, 

Illinois, stated that a total of fifty p.eople joined the 

company. It was intendeG- that 100 members join the com

pany, and that each member should purchase a qual'ter 

section of land. It was also hoped that each member be 
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, fortunate · in aecuring a land grant.l Informed that land 

was cheap in the rich Smoky Valley of Kansas, the memeers 

decided to buy 16,000 acres of land from the Kansas Paci~ 

fie Railroad Company.2 The members were informed that 

drought and da.ng·er existed in the valley, but this failed 

to chang~ their decisions. 

The first meeting of the First Swedish Agricultural 

Company· was opened by reading from the First Corinthians, 

the Thirteenth Chapter, and by offering a prayer. John 

Ferm was elected chairman pro tem ands. P. Lindgren was 

elected secretary. A constitution was proposed and it 

. was decided .to discuss the same, item by'- item. The meet

ing was adjourned, and it was decided that the following 

Friday the next meeting should be held in order that the 
-

discussion may be continued. The session was terminated 

by a prayer. The· Swedish Agricultural Company had in

tended to create ·a Qalony which would be made up of Swed

ish ancestry and members of their religious beliefs. No 

information concerning the length of time required for 

the members to agrea upon the constitution can be found. 

After interviewing various s.ons and daughters of some of 

the original members of t,ie colony, the writer has come 

to the conclusion that the constitution was passed after 

the discussion had been made. 

l. Letter from Charles Peterson, December a, 1946. 

2. Bergin, "Swedish Settlements in Central Kansas", 
I5ansas Historical Collections, XI, 22. 



-57-

The First Swedish Agricultural , Company purchased 

a section of land nine miles long (in north· and south) and 

six miles. wide (in east and wes,t) •. This section 1s now 

. northe_rn M9Pherson and southern Saline Counties. When 

the sale of the land was completed, the total amount of 

land received was 13,160 acres instead of the original 

16,000 which had been intended to be purchased. The pur

chas.e price was $29,629.84. The original plaa was to buy 

ra~lroad land and to homestead the intervening sections, 

but they failed to secure all the free land which they had 

intended to gain under the Homestead Act. The cause for 

their not o}?taining the complete 160 acres in many cases 

was -~hat only small amounts of land were available in 

this certain area. ,Another cause was that many pioneers 

filed claims . on. only half the original. amount in case the 

company failed in its mission. - In. such an event they 

could apply fo.r sixty more acres.l . Still another reason 

was that· ve-,:y few of the settlers had the necessary cash 

on hand to pay ·tor such ·~ large grant. 

Following are extracts from the Constitution of 

the First Swedish Agricultural Company ,o./ ~C~icago, Ill.2 

Minutes of the meeting held at 190-192 Superior • 
Street, Chicago, Illinois, ,April 17, 1868, in order 
to .organize a Swedish Agricultural Company within 
the United States. 

1. Letter from Charles Peterson, December 8, 1946. 

2. Bergin, Lindsborg, pp. 49-53; Bergin,"Swedish · 
Settlements", Kansas ·state Historical Collections, XI, 24ff. 
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1. The name of this corporation shall be called 
the First Swedish Agricultural Company. 

2. Everyone received as a member 0£ this corpo
ration shall be a believing Christian, ad
here to the doctrine of the . 'Evangelican 
Lutheran Church,-be industrious, and thrifty, 
and exert himself for the upbuilding and de
velopment of the company. 

, (The constitution further provided that any 
member shirking his duty from responsibilities 
might be expelled from the company by a majority 
vote 0£ the members. 

At the close of five years a committee of· 
seven was to divide the common property, two of 
the committee to be non-members. Land was to 
be divided into fourty acre lots, cattle and 
· other · property according to 1 ts value f-

The property was to be sold at auction to 
the highest pidder among the members of the 
company. No price less than that put by the 
valuation committee could be accepted. Pay for 
the property thus -bought shall be deducted from 
each buyer's share 1n -the company. 

After the company was formed, it purchased land 

and made the necessary settlements; but. it was not aware 

that a charter. for the incorporation was necessary in 

the State of Kansas. When knowledge of a charter was 

found to be necessary, application for the charter was 

requested. Th~ charter of the First Swedish Agricultural 

Company of Kansas was granted by the act of the Kansas 

Legislature, February 29, 1868.1 It is this factor that 

explains why the charte.r differ s in some respects from 

the constitution, · and why it ia or -so late a date. 

1. Bergin, "Swedish Settlements in Central Kansas", 
. Kansas State Historical Collections, XI, 24-30. 
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Hoping to create a greater stimulus, some of the 

members wrote their relatives and friends in Sweden de

scribin~ the plan of the company. Due to the prevailing 

condi~ions _ in sw·eden, it was a very easy _ matter to gain 

many followers for the -cause of a new colony. 

friends .and relatives purchased shares for land 1n the 

new enterprise before their departure from Sweden. Real-

. izing the attributes of a religious group, John Ferm, . 

the ·first president of the_ company wrote. to his friends, 

J(?bn Johnson, in Baca, Sweden, and too. B. Carlson, of 
\ 

_ Filipstadt,. Sweden, concerning . wo~thy; emigrants for the 

ne~ col9llY• . John Ferm, who- was _ a very devout man, was 

.especially interested in the religious type of people .• 

The letters to his friends told ·or the many opportuni-

ties to be found in Kansas. Ferm, Johnson, and Carlson 

had contacted and ·encouraged. Pastor Olof · Olsson, a very 

popular minister, who at this time was serving the par

ish of Persberg, Sweden, to join the newly formed enter

enterpri$e. 

The qa.lesburg Colonizat1·on Company was organized 

1n the fall of 1868. The le_ader of this . enterprise was 

Rev .• A. W. Dahlsted, a pastor of a Lu.theran Churvh at 

Galesburg, Illinois. As Galesburg was one of the many 

·s,topping points for S•~disb emigrants,. it was decided 

l Interview with· Mrs. Caroline Sjogren, November 
36, 1946. 
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that an enterprfse should be formed at this town. At a . 

meeting which was held at the Galesburg church, over 300 

parsons were ~athered for the purpose of deciding whether 

or not to form a colony. The menbers. decided in favor or 

an organization. They- passed a motion which favored the 

investigations. of conditions for settlement. If settlement 

seemed favorable, land would be purchased for the contem

plated colony. A committee was selected to visit the 

Smoky Valley for investigation.l After visiting the val

ley and being encouraged by the possibilities, ·the commit

tee bargained with the Kansas Pacific Railroad Company 

£or twenty~two sections of land in the Saline and ~cPher-
-

son Counties. To conclude the sales, the railroad com-

pany's land agent returned with the committee to Gales

burg. In Galesburg, each member bought his 011n piece or 

land, and after the company had served its purpo~e, it was 

dissolved. The twenty-two sections of land which were pur

c~ased, were located northwest, west, and southwest of the 

land which was bought by the Swedish Agricu1tural Company 

of Chicago, Illinois. This purchase served only as a 

nucleus for a larger settlement, for not only was the 

intervening homes.tead land taken but all the available 

land surrounding this area was claimed. From the Gales

burg purchases the small settlements of Assaria~ Fulun. 

l. Bergin, "Swedish settlements in Central Kansas", 
Kansas State Historical Collections, XI, 30. 
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Fre■ont, Marquette, Salemsborg, and Smolan were formed. 

These smal.l towns were formed because of the large ~owit 

of land. being available for homesteading .outside of the 

original purchased area. Each little town was the shop

ping and trading center for the outlaying districts. · 

The names or these towns were derived f'rom Biblical. terms, 

provinces and cities in Sweden, and from other cities in 

America. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE PASTOR OLOF OLSSON GROUP 

Pastor Olof Olsson, one of the many dissenters of 

Sweden, was· looked upon as a worthy leader of the po~s~

ble emigrants who oonside·red migrating to the new co+ony. 

He was not satisfied with the religious situation in 

Sweden; and even though he planned emigration to America 

in the early 1860 1s, he would not leave Sweden until he 

was assured that all information received from America 

was true. · The young pastor viewed his future movements 

very scientifically. His chief concern was that of the 

State, and what part it played in controlling the church. 

His contacts with the State control of churches in two 

or three different parishes had opened his eyes to the 

inconsistencies between the confessions and practices, 

not to mention the sordid tendencies in the administra-
. 1 

tion of the . church affairs. 

The thought· of emigrating was ripening in his 

mind for many months. Olsson studied America from every 

possible angie before reaching any decision. He inform

ed himself concerning the emigration movements to Amer

ica during the 1860•s, the social and economic condi-

l. Olson, .QJ?.• cit., p. 47. 
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tions in Americ~, the advantages offered to all newcomers, 

the free land offered by the government, the fertility of 

the soil in the fest, and much general information. 1 He 

also secured copie~ of the constitution of the Augustana 

Church Synod, the new ·Free Lutheran Church of America 

(formed by Swedish emigrants), the minutes of the meet

ing and the modes of the church administration in America. 

After careful consideration and study of all ·these prob

lems, emigration to the ·west seemed ideal and .appealing. 

Many of Pastor -Olsson's church.members in Sweden 

came to him. seeking his advice concerning the new possi

bilities in America. These people were greatly influ

enced by the .America letters, exaggerated st.o.ries by the 

returning emigrants, the advertisements,. the homestead 

grants, and . by the -internal crisis in Sweden. Olsson 

was very c-autious in his decision to emigrat~ and held 

his followers in close restraint. · Pl.a;ns were made be

fore the actual emigration, leaders were selected, and · 

arrangements_ for the best course of action were taken. 

It was planned that upon arrival in America, that the 

colonists would locate in one place and form an inde

pendent communion of their own faith with Pastor Olsson 

as their leader.2 There were many influential gestures 

- ' ,, --·· -• ' ·- --- • f .. 
. .. ' 

2. Loe. cit. 
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made in attempting to . interest Pastor Olsson to emigrate 

to America. It was Eric Norelius, a pastor representing 

the Augustana Synod, who influenced Olsson to come to 

America and to settle in Lindsborg, Kamsas. Norelius met 

Olsson for the first· time in June 1868, during a conven

tion of the Fatherland Foundation in Stockholm, Sweden. 

Pastor Norelius was on a mission to secure suitable min

isters for the Swedish Lutheran Churches in America. 

Norelius was well info·rmed about .Pastor Olsson by former 

members of Olsson's parish who had come to America. 

Norelius, who secured a promise from Olof Olsson to come 

to America, induced one of the Minnesota Conference 

churches to extend a call to Olsson, or at least to send 

him a letter of invitation. The young -Pastor Olsson, 

still dubious on many matters, would-not commit himself 

completely to all their wishes. Excerpts of letters writ

ten by the pastor to T. N. Hasselquis-t portrays the abil-

1 ty of Pastor Olsson to evade and direct promises: 1 

I thank you for your letter received a 
good while ago. My delay in replying is due to 
the fact that I have been attacked from all 
sides with requests not to go to America. That 
these insistant requests bave made ne hesitant 
you may well understand. A few days ago my pe- . 
tition to be released from the service in this 
diocese was forwarded to the chapter at Karls
tadt. Should the Lord put no unf'·orseen hind
r~ce in my way, I wil1 Qe with you late in 

L. T~ N. Hasselquist was president of the August
ana Synod when this letter ·was written. 
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June next year. ·or late my powers have been re- · 
duced, due to several years of overwork, hence I 
need to save my strength until I have recuperated. 
For that reason you must -not expect too much from 
me at first. I should like a small congregation 
to begin with: beyond that I will gladly do what 
I can. 1 ·have had a communication from New Stock--

- holm, and have promised to come, but. have not said 
how long I will stay. You will not, I hope, look 
upon my promise to New Stockholm as an indignity 
to your board. Naturally I do not ~ow how 
strictly you stand

1
on centralization in your 

church government.. · 

Shortly afterwa~ds, Olsson informed Hasselquist that 

his petition for release had ·been declined by · the Karlstad 

. chapter, but would doubtless be granted by his Majesty 

without the necessity of retiring from the ministry. In 

another letter to T. N. Hasselquist, Pastor Olsson wrote: 

I have just had a letter from Ahlberg ask
ing me to help a few young men. from here (the 
Ahlberg school) who intend to do .wcrk among the 
Negroes. If such a mission is begun in Kansas, 
I will gladly take part in it and do what I can 
by the grace of God. P..n Agri,cultural Company has 
been formed n·ear Salina by Christian men known 
to me. I intend·' to take a share · 1n this company 
in order to have a sure footing for my family ••• 
When I wrote, I had not received Ahlberg's let
ter, nor did I know much about the Kansas Company, 
but that I must keep my promise to the New Stock
holm call 1s clear. I must go there for a time, 
at least, if their call 1s sur,e. They wrote me · 
that a formal call would be issued. That has not 

1. Letter from Olof Olsson to T. N. Hasselquist, 
October

0
l2, 1868, Gumla!'- Westin, Emi&rantern.a Och KYrkan, 

Brev fran Och till Svenskar i Amerika 1849-1892 (Stock- , 
ho!iii, Swedeii: ~nska Kyrkans Drakonistyrelses Bokfor-
lag, 1932), pp. 211-212. . 
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reached me. If it does not come, the invitation 
is purely personal, and my promise has been given 
only to an. individual, however that may be, I 
would ask permission to go to Kansas sooner or 
later, trusting tbat you do not lo·ok with disfavor 
on my plans. 

It was February of 1869, that Olsson finally made 

his decision by selecting the Kansas Settlement, which was 

to be formed by the First Swedish Agricultural /Company. 

·He .chose this Kansas Settlement in preference to New Stock

holm, tinnesota, for the reason which was stated in the 

above ,letters. 

C.R. Carlson, a close friend of Pas:tor Olsson who 

departed f ·or America in August, 1868, as a sort of an un

official observer and . investigator, .talked with officials 

of the First Swedish Agricultural Company concerning col- . 

onization in the West. Everything .appeared favorable to 

emigration, so Carlson brought about an informal call, 

which was issued· to Olsson and which asked him to beeome 

the spirituai leader of the First Swedish Agricultural 

Company. It was on the basis of this invitation that .Ols

son definitely resolved to leave Varmland and to take up 

his pastoral work 1n the new colony. 

Olof Olsson, with his wife, parents, and brother, 

collected his band of emigrants in readiness for departure 

to America. This _group consisted mostly of residents of 

-
l. Letter from Olof Olsson to T. N. Hasselquist, . 

June l, 1868;_!e.,!g., pp. 215-216. 
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Varmland, Sweden. The group, divided into two parts, left 

their homes early in May~ 1869, and sailed from the port of 

Gothenburg • . One group came from Sunnemo, _ the · town in Varm

land 1n whieh Olsson preached; the other group came from 

Persberg and other small mining towns in· the same province. 

The party had no serious accidents enroute to America or 

enroute to Chicago after landing. The group, consisting 

of ~ighty families numbering about · 25~ people, arrived 

at what they later called MoPherson ,County in the month 
. \, 

following ·their departure from the land of Sweden. In 

· Kans.as the •€;roup was without its leader because he remained 

in Illinois. Pastor Olsson was present at the annual 

convention which was 1n session at Moline, · Illinois, June 

16-23, 1869, concerning the oper_ations ·Of the churches 

which belonged to the • Augustana Synod.. On June 23, the 

Synod recognized . the presence of O~sson and_ .called upon 

him to accept a church in Stockholm and Sabyland, Minne

sota.l . The conference at this time did. not know that 

01sson. had .alrea.dy committed himself to the prospective 
. 2 

congregation of the new colony of Lindsborg. 

Pastor Olsson, standing firm on his promise to 

join the Lindsborg congregation, rejected the call 0£ the 

1. Protokoll, Skandinaviska Ev. Lutherska Augus
~tana SYnodens, Tionde Arsmot·e, June !6-23, 18~9., Moline, Ill. 

2. Olson, ~• cit •. , p. 65. 
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Minnesota Conference. Afte~ the convention in Moline, 

Illinois, Olsson joined his group in Lindsborg. He was 

welcomed with great jubilation because the settlers of 

the Lindsborg community had a great deal of trust in him 

as a leader who was capable of undertaking the responsi

bility. Upon his arrival the early settlers voiced the 

opinion that the foundation of "Little Sweden" ·could now 

be started. Pastor Olof Olsson was indeed a great leader. 

His leadership prevailed not .only in? religious sense 

but also in the pioneering movement. The question is often 

asked by the younger ge~eration, "What would have become 

of Lindsborg had Olof Olsson decided to go to Minnesota?" 
\ 

Although discouraged by friends because of the 

existence of the Great Desert, Indians, and droughts, 

these determined Swedes, undaunted by fear, and led by the 

young energetic Pastor Olsson, were determined to move 

westward. 1 With pioneers such as these, it was inevitable 

that the settlement of Lindsborg should be successful. 



CHAPTER X 

THE roUNDING OF LINDSBORG, KANSAS 

In 1869, the settlers of Lindsborg consisted of 

the original Johnson group from Junction City, Kansas, the 

Swedish Agricultural group from Chicago, IllinQis, and the 

Pastor Olof Olsson group which came directly from Sweden.1 

Although these groups were listed as the original found

ers of Lindsborg, credit must be given to the -Galesburg 

Colonization of Galesbur_g, Illinois, to drifters, and to 

settlers· in the immediate areas -of Lindsborg. These groups• 

aided in the progress of Lindsborg and were later absorbed 

by the Lindsborg community. The - largest of these groups 

was that of Pastor Olof Olsson's, which came directly from 

Sweden.2 

The name "Lindsborg" was adopted February 20, 1869. 

It was suggested by the prominence of A. s. Lindell, s. P. 

Lindgren, ·J. O. Lindh, D. Lindahl, A. P. Linde, and a 
" settler named Lindley. So many of tbe people had names 

containing the word "lind", that it was decided to name 

the town after these people. The Swedish word "borg" 

(translated burg) was added to the n11ndn and ·1t was chosen 

1. Bergin, -- "Swedish Settlem~tsn, Kansas His.tor
illl Collections, XI, 31. 

2. Bergin, Lindsborg, pp. 53-54. 
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as the name of the new city.1 

In 1868 and 1869, there were various Swedish set

tlements which covere.d the radius of approximately thirty 

miles north and south and twenty-five miles east and west 

or Lindsborg. All of these Swedish settlements looked to 

Lindsborg as the capitol of "New Sweden". These towns 

were Assaria, Falun, Fremont, Johnstown, Marquette, Smolan, 

and.Salemsborg.2 The original plan of the Swedish colony 

was to create homes and enterpris.es. Upon arriving at . 

their destination, these nev1 pioneers decid.ed simultane

ously that a church should be constructed within the colony. 

This intense desire for religion, which arose in Sweden, 

has shaped the development of the community. 

As the Lindsborg community developed and became 

more influential, the county seat was moved from Sweadal 

to Lindsborg in 1870.3 At this time Lindsborg consisted . 

of only one building which .was erec.ted by the First Swedish 

Ag,ricultural Company. Lindsborg remained the county seat 

only a short time. A vote for the county seat by other 

rival communities was asked in April, 1873. The petition 

, .. 

1. c. A •. Swensson, "The Kansas Swedes"., · Kansas 
-· State Historical Collection, VII, . 481; E. W. Olson, .2.E.• 
CI t. , . p. 69 • ·. /, , 

2. Bergin, Lindsborg, .2.2.• ill.•, P• 15. 

3. Andreas, History of Kansas, P• 811. 
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was signed by 483 voters.1 The election was granted and 

. was c·arried out on June 10, 1873. The votes cast were as 

follows: McPher~on, -605 votes; New Gottland, 325 votes; 

King City, 3 votes; and Lindsborg, 1 vote. 2 

Although various books and early authorities claimed 

the existence of a heated and fraudulent election and the 

theft of the ballots, the writer questions such informa

tion. The fact that Lindsborg received only one vote 

shows that the people did n~~ _favor Lindsborg as the coun

ty seat. · The only great disturbaz;tce of the election as 

caused by Major L. N. ~olmberg, Civil War hero, who was 

almost a villain in the .eyes-of tpe religious people of 

Lindsborg. He undoubtedly cast the only vote in favor 

of Lindsborg. It is said that on election day he was 

arrested for carrying concealed weapons, was sent to ap

pear before the Justice of Peace at King City, and was 

held there during the rest of the day so as to be out of 

the way. The official election returns, the oaths of 

office of the first officials, ballots and poll books of 

the early elections, the original petition for the county 

seat change, etc. were placed in the basement of the 

- l. IruL_Lindsbor! N™- and The Lindsborg News-
Record, February 191 19 5. . 

2. Official ballot records, June -10, 1873; letter 
from Anton Peterson, Deputy Clerk, McPherson County, · 
McPherson, Kansas, February 4, 1947. 
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county court house and were discovered during the clean-

up process under a WPA project during the recent depression.1-

0n July a, 1879, an order was issued by Judge .John 

H. Prescott in Salina, Kansas, for the incorporation of 

Lindsborg as a third class city. · Lindsborg then bad a 

population of over 250 inhabitants. The first city elec

tion was ordered to be held on Tuesday, July 2,9, 1879, at 

the office of Mr. LaBayteaux, who wa.s a justice of .the 

peace in Lindsborg. When the votes were tallied, the honor 

of being th& first mayor of Lindsborg went to John A. Swen

son.2 The councilmen elected were D. Johnson, A. Lindgren, 

w. J. Henry, William Schwenson, J. Christian, ands. A. 

LaBayteaux. 3 

Life was bitterly hard and unpleasant in the early 

Lindsborg community. Many of the early settlers lived in 

dugouts and sod houses. The floors ·consisted of the ground 

of the earth which had been. packed to a hard and smooth 

su~face. The roofs were made of grass sods which were 

systematically laid upon shaved cottonwood poles. There 

were no glass windows, and most houses consisted of one 

single room. This room g·enerally served as a ki_tchen, 

oining room, _bedroom, parlor, and very often as .a chicken 

1. 12£• s!i• 

2. Revised . Ordinances, City 2£._ Lindsborg (Pub
lished as authoria-ed by the Mayor and Councilmen of the 
City of _Lindsborg), Lindsborg, Kansas, 1924. 
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house.1 The grass roof often leaked long after the rains 

outside had ceased. The women had to cook over hot stoves; 

at the same time they attempt.ed to keep dripping water from 

.falling into the food while, 1 t was being prepared. 2 

Tragedy often haunted the valley.. The typhoid ep

idemic of 1872, caused many deaths in the southwes.tern part 

of the Swedish settlements. Cholera, dys.entary, pneumonia, 

influenza, and other diseases which prevailed took . their 

tolls of live.s. Due to ignorance and lack of scientific . . 

medical cures, the old ''home remedies" were administered 

during these epide~ics. Other than the serious diseases, 

the grea~er part or il~esses were caused by unsanitary 

conditions which prevailed within the household. 

Salina was the nearest market, and a round trip by 

foot required fifteen to twenty hours. This same trip by 

oxen would take two days, providing the weather and roads 

were favorable. A trip to ·Salina was dangerous yet a 

necessity at times. An incident is related concerning a 

farmer who was met on his return trip from Salina carrying 

on .his shoulder a wash tub containing a. sack of flour, a 

piece of' pork, a can of kerosene, some coffee, sugar, other 

items of food, and, on top of that, a water bucket. · All 

1. P.H. Pearson, The Prairfe Viking (Rock 
Island: Augustana Book Conce'rn, 1927), PP• 21-25. 

2.. Loe. ill• 
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of these items were bound together and around the man's 

shoulder was a fifty foot rope which held a wheel to the 

farmer's chest.1 Another incident describes how another 

farmer, while walking sixteen miles to town for Christmas 

supplies, was trapped 1n a blizzard and was frozen to his 

death. 2 

One of the gre~test enemies of the early settlers 

was the raging prairie fires. The dry grass burned furi

ously when ignited. All homes had water and fire fighting 

equipment, which consisted of water pails and stored water. 

During fires these proved futilely ineffective. Every 

pioneer -home constructed a fire guard around. its house and 

valuable buildings, but these did not always prevent fire 

from destroying their property • . The flre guard was merely 

plowed ground encircling all buildings. 

Indians proved to be a menace but caused no serious 

trouble to the early settlers. Although the Indian trouble 

surrounded the Swedish community, no deaths within the 

surrounded territory occured. This fact may be due to 

the recent movement of Unit·ed States Cavalry troops, who 

were stationed close to this valley, Prior to this time,· 

the Indians had been forced northward by Genera1 Custer and 

by other generals. An experience was related _by an early 

1. Edna Nyquist, ~ioneer Life and Lore of McPherson, 
Kansas (McPherson: Democrat Opinion Priss-;-1]"3'2T, p. 106. 

2. Loe. cit. --
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pioneer to her daughter concerning Indians who stopped at 

the home for the night. The Indians were armed but relin

quished their fire-arms upon request of the husband. 

Though the household was frightened, no evidence of fear 

was shown. The Indians slept on the floor all night while 

the settlers took "cat naps". Early in the morning _ the 

Indians begged for food. Fearing the consequences if they 

refused the requested food, the settlers gave them some 

potatoes, meat, and bread fr~m their meager .stock. The 

Indians were satisfied and departed when their weapons 

were returned. The h~sband, for security reasons, secre

tly followed them and found that the Indians had kept the 

meat, a food to which they were accustomed, but had -thrown 

away the bread · and potatoes, to which ·they were unaccus-
. l 

tomed and· which they did not trust. 

Another trouble which fell upon the early pioneers 

was the clash with the Texas herd drivers, who were 

forced to seek new trailways other than the Great Trail 

which lead from Texas to the city of Abilene, Kansas. 

Often these rough Texas cattle drivers failed to follow 

the direct route of the trail and found that many wire 

fences blockaded short routes to the cattle town. As 

the cattle towns moved westward from Abilene, more trouble 

arose between the farmers and the cattle herders. Dis

sention arose between the herders and the settlers over 

l. Interview with Mrs. Julia Olson relating events 
from the pioneer life of her parents, February 7, 1947. 
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the question of farming in the West. The herders believed 

that farming on the frontier was futile. Irritated at the 

farmer because of the loss of time required in seeking new 

routes for his cattle, the cowboys stampeded their cattle 

through ·the fences, ran over the gardens and chased women 

and children into dugouts.1 The cowboys were very care-

less as to where they drove their cattle. This practice 

created an intense hatred between farmer and cattleman. 

In 1873, the Kansas State Legislature passed . the famous 

"Herd Law" by which a furrow plowed around a farm had the 

legal status of a fence and made the cattle owners respon

sible for damage done to the farmers' properties. By 18751 

most of the great cattle drives -had turned farther west 

because Abilene was replaced as a "Cow· Town" by Newton, 

Kan·sas, in 1871, by Ellsworth, and Caldwell, Kansas, in 

1872, and by Dodge City, Kansas, in· 1873.2 When Dodge City 

became the "Cow Capital", the di.sputes, which had existed 

between the farmers and the herders concerning the trails, 

ceased because the disputed trails were no longer in demand. 3 

Drought in the early 1870's and the financial panic 

of the same year made the hardships of the pioneers more 

1. Stuart Henry, Conquering .QYI_ Great .American 
Plains (N~w York: E. P. Dutton & Co • ., 1930) 1 p.~186. 

. 2. Floyd B. Streeter, Prairie Trails !ill!.~ Towns 
(Boston: Mt. Vernon Press, 1936), pp. 63 ff. . 

3. u. s. Census (10th), 1880, III, 998; interview 
with Leonard Runbeck, February 21, 1946-. . 
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severe. Many settlers failed to survive this era. To 

supplement their low incomes, many settlers gathered buf

falo bones which remained on the prairie .when the Great 
-S0iuthe-rn Herd was slaughtered. The pioneers -received -from 

four to six dollars per wagon load for these bleached .bones, 

which were shipped to the East to be used for fertilizer. 1 

It was during this period of great demano. f.9r .fertilizer 

that pioneers gathered bones and sold them during hard times 

on the prairie. Bones were also used for fire wood. Many 

pioneers gained funds for surviving this crisis by collect-
2 ing these bones and buffalo chips. 

After overcoming the disasters of early pioneer 

life, the community settled down to the normal frontier 

life. 

The early fall was the season which was always an

.~ ticipated for it was the season of cheese making. A gath-
. 3 

ering for "cheese parties" was always · well attended. At 

these gatherings, besides making cheese, social obligations 

were completed. Ladies• sewing societies were also ra.ds 

of the pioneer days. The ~ooperative system of helping 

each other played an important factor toward the progress 

1. Cyclopedia of Kansas History (Chicago: Stan
dard Publishing Company, 1912), p. 248. 

2. Inte~view with Joseph c. Olson, February 7, 1947. 

3. Interview with Mrs. Julia Olson, Assaria, Kan
sas, February 7, 1947. 
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•0f the community. This was greatly exemplified in the 

community social life. This characteristic is prevalent 

in the community today .and is practiced to a greater ex

tent by the outlying distri~ts and farms of Lindsborg. 

The church dominated the social life ·or the early 

Swedes. Religious meetings were very prevalent among the 

more devout people. Whole families attended the meetings; 

while the women sewe~ and gossiped, the men discussed the 

problems of farming and idl~d away the time in playing 

horseshoe. At these gatherings part of the tim-e was de--:T: 

voted to the reading .of the Scriptu~es and to the offering 

of prayers. 

Most of the Lindsborg Swedes were Puritanical and 

narrow minded as far as pleasures were · concerned. They 
. . 

were ardent prohibitionists, and regarded dancing, card 

playing, and theaters as things to be shunned. The violin 
. . 1 

was classified as an instrument of the devil • . Many ideas 

of Puritanism still exist in the Lindsborg. community. A 

great number .of the Lindsborg Swedes were radical while 

others were more liberal, but as a group they tended to be 

strict in their views toward amusements. Not all S~e~es, 
,•· 

however, frowned upon pleasures and social activitie·s 

which were deemed taboo by the church. rn · some Swedish 

communities outside of Lindsborg dances were sponsored. 2 

1.. Janson, 2R.• .ill•, p. 193. 
2. Percy G. Ebutt, Emigrant. ~ in Kansas (Lon

don: L-n. p. J, 1886), p. ~27. 
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These communities were always criticized and were classed 

as separatists by the more devout settlers. The outlying · 

farms near Lindsborg .were more peaceful and- orthodox ac- . 

cording to the usual religious and social ·ideas of their 

native country. The Lindsborg Swedes, who were mainly 

dissenters, maintained their extremely Puritanical ideas 

as ta pleasures and . social etiquette. Even in Lindsborg 

today this pronounced difference concerning amusements is 

strong.ly debated. 

The very pious and religious pioneers of the early 

Lindsborg area were responsible for the present day at

mosphere of the rel~gious .ideas and ideals which exist at 

the pre"5ent time. The traditions of . the yesteryears are 

so strongly embedded in the Swedish generati,ons of the 

Lindsborg community that years w111 ·- pass before any other 

te~dency will arise to make any marked influence. 



CHAPTER XI 

THE FOUNDING OF BETHANY COLLEGE 

Though seldom granted, much of the credit for the 

founding of Bethany College should be attributed to. Pastor 

Olof Olsson. Immediately after his arrival in America, 

Olof Olsson began his religious services in the homes of 

his parishoners. These meetings were so well attended 

that women sat on the floor while the men s-tood behind 

them throughout the long religious services •. · It was very 

common to- hear men talking about. Biblical chapters until 
. l 

the hqur of midnight following these meetings. 

Soon after his parishoners . had c·ompleted the stone 

house for hilu, Olsson started an evening school, a young 

people's society, a prayer group, and a choir. Pastor 

_Olsson was a scholar. He was an excellent speaker, enthu

siastic and cordial person, and a superior teacher. Olsson 

would, no doubt_, have followed the p:rofession of a musician 

bad he not received a call from the ministry. Olsson had 

studied music during his early life in Sweden. This back~ · 

ground gave him the ability to organize and train a choir 

or untrained personnel. No piano or organ was available. 

Olsson overcame this difficulty by substituting a tuning 

L. Interview with Mrs. Sigrid Linn, February ll, 
1946. 
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f'ork to give the choir its tones. The choir could not read 

music so the notes were changed to numbers.l The grim 

determination and will of the instructor conquered these 

obstacles, and a fine choir. resulted. 

The young and pr.ogressi ve pastor, realizing the 

necessity of an educated populace, gave the greatest part 

of his time and energy .to the education of the Swedish 

people. Pastor Olsson•s enthusiam and ability in theed

ucational field won him the _appointment as first Superin

tendent of Schools in"McPherson County in 1870. He was 

elected by popular vot~ to that same position in the fall 

of 1870.1 While Olsson was acting in this capacity, he 

organized Districts land 2 in the Gypsum Creek Valley; 

Districts 3, 4, 5, and 6 in the Smoky Hill Valley, and 

Districts 7, and 8 in the Sharp's Creek Valley. In 1871, 

he ~esigned his position as County Superintendent of 

Schools because he was elected as Representative from bis 

, district to the Kansas State Legislature. He served one 

term in this capacity. Olsson returned to his profession 

as minister and professor in 1876, when he accep.ted a 

position as Professor of Theology at A"Q.gustana College, 

Rock Island, Illinois. So great were his accomplishments 

in the fields of religion and education that he was offer-

1. Souvenirs 2!, ~ Hi-story of Lindsborg (compiled 
by students of _the_ Li ndsborg High School., Lindsborg, Kansas, 
L n. p., n. d.J. 

2·. Bergin, "Swedish Settlements in Central Kansas", 
Kansas State Historical Collections, XI, 36. · 



-83-

ed the presidency of the Augustana College, and Seminary. 

Although a great jealousy existed toward Olsson by other 

influential leaders or the Augustana Co1lege and Synod, 

he became President of Augustana College and Seminary on 

May 6,. 1891. Even though he attained the highest positiom 

in the educational realm of the Augustana Synod, Olsson 

never fully convinced himself that he did the right thing 

by leaving the community or Lindsborg and his Kansas 

friends. Pastor Olsson was frequently seen in the Linds

borg community, renewing and strengthening old friend

ships.1 

In spite of the fact that Pastor Olsson did not 

return permanently to Lindsborg, the ·presence of such a 

man was a source of great satisfaction and ~nspiration to 

the new settlers of the · Swedish community. The early life 

.of the Lindsborg colony was nurtured by Pastor Olof Olsson. 

The community was indeed fortunate in obtaining .. such an 

outstanding leader as Olsson. Pastor Olsson was more than 

just a minister and a teacher, for it was he who was more 

responsible for the cultural progress of the town of Linds

borg than were the people themselves. This early influ

ential -leader utilized the abilities and talents of the 

early settlers in such a vital manner as to lay the found

ation of the educational progress of the community. 

It was Carl Arron Swensson who added the torch to 

1. - The Lindsborg Localist, M~y 2p, 1882. 
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the combustibles which were gathered by Olof Olsson. Carl 

SwenBson, like Olsson, was a minister, an educator, an 

organizer, a scholar, and a politi~ian. The early lives of 

these two leaders were similar in comparison in almost every 

respe.ct. In 1875, the young Swensson g.raduated from the 

Co1lege Department of Augusta.na College with second highest 

honors.1 He received his ministerial training at the Theo

logical Seminary at Augustana. As a student at the Seminary, 

he became influenced by the . principles and ideals of Olof 

Olsson. On one of his many trips to Lindsborg, Kansas, 

Pastor Olsson, select~d the outstanding students of the 

Seminary to preach, talk, and sing for his many friends at 

Lindsborg. One of these select students was the young Swens

son. When the members of the Bethany Lutheran Church saw 

~d heard him preach, they extended to him the call to 

serve as their pastor. At the time of the offer Swensson 

was only a divinity student and only twenty-two years of . 

age~2 In the summer of 1878, Swensson, returned to Lindsborg 

to take temporary charge of the Bethany Lutheran Church. 

After teaching his first confirmation class, which was 

confirmed December 26, 1878, he returned to Rock Island on 

January 1, 1879, to resume bis course at the Seminary. He 

1. w. E. Connelley, Kansas and Kansans (st·andard 
History) III., (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1893), 
p. 1515. · · 

2. Interview with Miss Aileen Henmon, arch 16, 
1946. 
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·Was ordaiaed as minister on June 22, 1879.1 On July 27, 

1~79; he was officially installed as pastor of the Bethany 

Lutheran Church~ -Lindsborg, Kansas.2 It was not Pastor 

Swensson's desire or _wish to settle in the West. Swensson 

once quoted: 

I never wished to go West. My inclinations lay 
in an opposite direction. Through the guidance of 

·God I found myself' nevertheless out here among an 
ambitious, zealous, and energetic people.3 · 

After his decision to remain in Lindsborg was made, Swens

son took up the reins which Pastor Olsson laid aside. The 

torch now had a bearer· in the person of the -y0:ung Pastor 

Swensson. 

Young Carl Swensson was an idealist. · He tran.sform_ed 

his mental images into actualities. This required the 

ardent stamina which he naturally .possessed. The great 

fear, which plagued this youthfUl leader, was that the 

Swedish customs and ideals would gradually disappear in 

America. It was Swensson's ultimate aim that these tradi

tions should be preserved, as the following letter relates: 

l faced the question 'What is to become of these 
people and their posterity?' Soon, the answer ap- ~ 

1. G. W. Martin, "Monuments and Markers 1n Kansas", 
Kansas State Historical Collections, XI, 265. 

2. Lindsborg Localist, August 2, 1879. 

3. Carl A. Swensson, Prariebloomen (Rock Island: 
Augustana Book Concern, 1903), p. 81. 
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peared clear. If we don•t in the near future have 
our own Christian institution of learning we will 
disappear. I remembered the Delaware· colony. If 
the Swedish Colonies were not to disappear it was 
necessary that a ·school where a Swedish-American 
culture could be preserved and taught to be 1nst1-
tuted.l 

It was during the summer of 1881, that Swensson 

discussed with Lutheran pastors of the Central Kansas Area 

concerning the building and establishment of a Swedish

American school. Swensson was encouraged by their interests 

because these pastors would ~ndorse the establishment of 

such an institution if finances were available.2 Fearing 

that they would have to bear the b.runt of the expenses, 

most of the townspeople were not in sympathy with the pro

posed institution. In 1880, Lindsborg . had a population of 

only 446 people.3 Although many were faithful followers of 

Swensson, there were ·certain groups -who failed to see the 

future benefits of such an institution.4 The greatest dis

sention came from the Augustana Synod and the Augustana 

College. The Aug~stana Synod feared that the establish

ment of this s.chool was a trend toward decentralization 

l. Ibid., p. 80. 

3. United States Census (11th), 1890, Part I, p. 
149. 

4. Interview with Charles Peterson, December 25, 
1946. 
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of its powers. The Augustana College was apprehensive to

ward the founding of a rival institution which might replace 

her as a synodical school. T. N. Hasselquist, President 

of the Augusta.na Synod, was .not in harmony with Swenssonts 

plan because the Swedish Lutherans · could not S.1.J..pport more 

than one fi·rst-class college in competition with the State 

universities.l Hasselquist favored the acadamies. i\ .. 11 of 

the pressure which was brought against Swensson did not 

·· discourage_ him in his original project~ These feelings 

fina~ly led, into heated debates and editorials after the 

· rounding of Swensson•s ,institution. 

Swensso:n chose October 3, 1881., a-s the date for the 

opening of his school, . which was to be called the Bethany 

Academy. Notices and information were sent out to the 

community and churches of neighboring settlements that the 

school would be conducted in the sacristy of . the Bethany 

Lutheran Church. The faculty consisted of ·J. A. Udden and 

Pastor Swensson. The faculty was prepared .to instruct but 

no pup11• appeared to- enroll.2 The total of twenty-seven 

pupils were enrolled throughout 1881.3 The income for the 

T 

1. Stephenson, .QR.• ill•, p. 334. 

1901. 
2. ~ -~Breeze, Topeka, Kansas, November 16, 

3. Bethany .College Catalogues .-. (on file at the ' 
\ Bethany College-1,ibrary Archives), Be,thany College, Linds

borg, Kansas; Kansas-Konf~rensens Ref'erat ~Kansas Con
ference Minutes)., 1982-1923 ~A complete tile of these · 
reports is in the Bethany College Archives, Lindsborg, 
Kansas.) · · 
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scbool year was two hundred and ninety-nine dollars and the 

expenses were two hundred and seventy-nine dol1ars. During 

its first year of operation Swensson individually bore all 

the financial risks and expenses.l 

The Bethany academy progressed from the small school, 

which was held in the church ~acristy, to a six story brick 

building, which was valued at $68,911.50. Even though the 

school advanced educationally, its financial obligations 

soared to an high. The total debt 0f the Bethany Acad

emy, when the building was erected, was $92,721.56.2 

The greatest ~chievement, outside of the establish

ment of the Swedish-American religious school, was Swens

son's founding and the developm-ent of the "Messiah" Chorus. 

To strengthen the religious atmosphere which prevailed in· 

the Swedish community, Pastor Swensson, after hearing the 

rendition of Handel's "Messiah" by the Augustana College · 

Choir, deemed it essential that this oratorio be presented 

1n Lindsborg • . Pastor Swensson felt that the community as a 

whole should realize the significance of the great sacrifice 

that ·christ made for them in His death upon the cross. He 

believed that this realization was essential to the lives 

of the Swedish people. In the spring of 1882, the Chorus 

gave its first rendition of Handel's ":Messiah", which 

1. c. A. Swensson, · Fo~ii.t Mig fil. (Arskalender 
Utgiven or Bethany College, L dsbor~, Kansas) (Rock · 
Island: Augustana Book Concern, 1902), p. 36. 

2. P. H. Pearson, Ap. ill•, P• 49. 



-89-

describes the life of Christ and His sacrifice for men. 

This tribute to Christ has become synomous with Bethany 

and Lindsborg. The Lindsborg "Messiah" Chorus has become 

nationally and internationa1ly famous. 

The principles and ideals set forth by Pastor Carl 

A. Swensson are that Bethany believes without reservation 

in the Bible and the Constitution; it is orthodox in its 

faith, sound in its patriotism, and believes in hard work 

on the part of the professor and the students alike as · a 

condition of success.1 

The history of ~indsborg has been one of a struggle 

for religion and higher education. Olsson laid the found

ation, Swensson built the structure, while Ernst F. Pihlblad 

completed the examples of the "old school". From the old. 

school a new and greater Bethany College, with the same 

ideals of the renowned fowiders and builders of the Swed~ 

ish culture, is in progress under the youthful, energetic 

Dr. Emory K. Lindquist. 2 

1. Topeka State Journal, November 11, 1901; Topeka 
Daily Herald, November 12, 1901. 

2. Because of the high qualifications of this de
vout Rhodes scholar, the requirement, specifying an or- . 
dained pastor as president, was repealed in -1943. 
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APPENDIX 

"CONSTITUTION FOR THE FIRST SWEDISH AGRICULTURAL 
COMPANY OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

"I. The name of this corporation shall be 
the First Swedish Agricultural Company. 

"II. Everyone received as .a member of this 
corporation shall be a belleving Christian, adhere 
to the- doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran church, 
be industrious and thrifty, and exert himself for 
the upbuilding and ·development of the company. 

"III. Each member .shall, when operations 
.begin, contribute $1001 and after that $25 the first 
day of every third month while this organization 
exists, but should any member not be able to con
tribute the full am,o'Wlt, he shall be debited by the 
sum so lacking, besides ·six per cent interest. 

"IV. Every member is in d.uty bound to work 
for the maintenance and success of the corporation. 
Should anyone be negligent in this respect or 
oppose the progress of the company, or in soµie way 
shirk his duty as a member, he will have to be 
satisf.ied with such decisions concerning_ himself as 
a majority of the members pass. 

"V• . While this corporation exists all 
members shall have equal rights and duties • .After 

· five years are passed shall the common property be 
divided in the. following manner: 

· n(a) A committee of seven shall value all 
the property of the company. The land shall be 
divided into forty-acre lots. Cattle and other 
property shall be divided ac·cording to .its value • . 
This committee shall consist of the president, 
secretary .and 9ne director, two other members, and 
two who are not members of our company. The com
mittee shall be selected at a special meeting called · 
at least six months prior to the time for dividing 
the property. When valuation has been completed 
the property shall be divided among the members of 
the corporation. 

n(b) The land thus valued . shall on a spec
ified day be sold at auction to the .highest bidder 
among the members of the company. No lot less than 
forty acres can be bought or sold, 9"Ild no pric.e 
less than that put by the valuation oommit~ee can be 
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accepted. With cattle and other property the same 
rule shall obtain. Pay for property thus bought 
shall be deducted from · each buyer's share in the 
company. 

"(c) What money is received abo.ve the price 
of the appraisers shall be distributed equally 
among the shareholders anq. .shall .become due and be 
collected at such time and in such manner as is 

,.p.ecided upon on the day of auction. 
· ''(d) For the administration .of such matters 
a.s may need attention, as open accounts and un
finished business transactions at ·the dissolution 
o_f' the company, a. committee of administration, or 
an administrator, shall be chosen. 

n(e) Should some one desire to leave the 
corporation prior to the expiration of the five 
years, he shall either get ·a successor satisfactory 
tp , the, .. corporation,~ who will take upon himself all 
obligations of such a member, or he shall have ·no 
r .ight to claim any of his deposited capital before 
the expiration of five years, and then minus the 
interest only.. If the corporation should then be 
1n straightened circumstances he shall ~e-0eive 
rrom the administrator a note of such kind as shall 
then be decided. But shall the -corporation during 
the five years lose or not gain anything, then shall 
the remaining members have the right -to receive 
their full depositions first without interest, . and 
from the remainder those who have left the company 
may take as long as it lasts. . - · -

· - · tt(f) Tb.a -corporation shall, as soon as any 
operations have been begun, elect seven officers, 
or more, if necessary, and they shall serve for one 
year. They shall be: president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer and three directors, and shall 
be elected . at the· annual meeting of the corporation • 

. ,, (g) Should any member while the corporation 
lasts become sick or suffer some accident that would 
un-fit him for performing ,his du..ty according to, 
paragraphs II and IV, . he shall not be expelled but 
be treated in as lenient a manner as the condition 
of the corForation will allow. . · 

"(h} Should any member die during the 
existence of the corporation, his heirs, provided 
they do· not desi-re to remain in the company, shall 
be treated in accordance with paragraph IV; but it 
they desire to remain their duties will be those of 
the constitution as a whole. , 

"(1) A general -meeting sha1l be held in . 
the_ last part of June or the first of July every 
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year, and besides as often as conditions demand. 
The president shall give notice .of every such 
meeting to each member ~ -good time. 

-·_ · tt(j} Vi/hosoever has any complaint- against the 
corporation, or anything to recomme.nd to the same·, 
1 ts members or offices, etc •. , shall address the 

, president, when it becomes his duty to convene the 
board of directors. If that cannot settle the 
matter, refer it to a general mee.ting. Complaints 
against the president shall be brought before the 
vice president • 

. "(k) Alterations and amendm~nts to this 
~onstitution cannot be made except by a two-thirds 
majority vote, and art1r such have been discussed 
at a previous meeting. 

CHARTER OF THE FIRST SWEDISH AGRICULTURAL COMPANY 
OF MCPHERSON COlJNTY . 

''Charter of the •First Swedish .Agricultural 
Company of McPherson County,, prepared and adopted 
in pursuance of an act of the legislature of Kansas, 
29th day of February, A. D. 1868, as follows, to wit: 

"First. 

"The name of this corporation shall be The 
First Swedish Agricultural Company of McPherson 
County. · 

"Second. 

"The purpose of . this corporation Shall . be the_ 
promotion of immigration, the en~our.agement of . 
agriculture, and the purchase, location and . laying 
out of town sites and the sale and conveyance of 

·the same in lots and subdivisions or otherwise. · 

"Third. 

"The business of this corporation sha:l~•be 
transacted at Lindsborg., in McPherson .county, in 
the .state of Kansas, and at the city of Chicago, 
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in the state of Illinois. 

''Fourth. 

"The term of existence of this corporation 
shall be twenty ·years. 

"Fifth. 

"The number of directors. of' this corporation 
shall be eleven, and for th~ year next ensuing 
they shall be the ·following~named persons, that is 
to say: John Ferm and John Henry Johnson, who 
severally reside in McPherson county in the state 
of Kansas, and Andrew M. Olson~ who resides in 
Saline county, state of Kansas, who are respec
tively citizens of . the state of Kansas, and Peter 
Colseth, Andrew P. Montan, John o. Lind, Swen 
Samuelson, John G. Bergsten, Nils Johnson, Carl A. 
Carlson and August P. B,randt, who severally reside 
in the ·city of Chicag'o in the state of 'Illinois. 

"Sixth. 

"This· corporation has no capital stock. The 
property of this corporation consists of certain 
parcels of land, some whereof are situated in 
McPherson county and some in Saline county, in the 
state of Kansas, amounting .in the aggregate to 
thirteen thousand one hundred .and sixty eight 82/100 
acres .. of land, which said land was heretofore com-

_ tracted for 1n behalf of this corporation from the 
Union Pacific .Railway Company, by a certain contract 
in writing bearing the date first day of September, 
A. D. 1868, on which contract sundry payments or 
principal and interest have been made on b~half 
of this company of the purchase for said land to 
the amount of ten thousand dollars or there.abouts, 
together with divers and numerous articles of 
personal property, goods and chattels, consisting 
of domestic animals, horses, cattle;, sheep and 
swine ~nd agricultural ~d farming utensils, amount
ing, together with the· land aforesaid, in value to 
the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars or there-
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abouts. Witness our hands this 28th day of Feb
ruary, A. D. 1870. 

Peter Colseth, 
J. O. Lindh, . 

- Carl A. Carlson, 
N. Johnson, 
John Ferm, · · 

S ._ Samuelson, 
August P. Brandt, 
John G. Bergsten, _ 
J. H, Johnson, 
Andre.w -• Olson, 

Andrew Peter Monten, 

"Contract. 

"Land Department of the' ·Union Pacific Railway 
Company, E. D. 

"This agreement, made this first day of 
September in the year eighteen hundred and sixty
eight, between the Uzµ.on -Pacific .. Railway Co~pany, 

_ E. D., of the :firs.t part, and the Fj:rst Swedish 
.Agricultural Company of McPherson County, Kansas, 
of the second part, · 

Witnesseth, That in consideration of the 
stipulation herein contained and payments to be 
made as her.eafter specified the first party hereby 
agrees to sell unto the said second party the 
following'."'"described lands in the state of Kansas, 
••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

_ _ Containing, according to the United States survey, 
thirteen thousand and sixty-eight 82/100 acres, 

· for the sum of twenty-nine thousand six hundred and 
twenty-nine 84/100 dollars, with the interest an
nually at the rate of six per cent. Payment has 
been made and received of five thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-five 97/100 dollars ($5925.97), and the 
remaining principal, with ·the · annual accruing int·er
est, shall be paid at the general land office of 
the first part in five annual payments, at the 
time and in the manner following; that is to say: 

First payment. 1st Sept. 1869 1,422 22 
Second n 1st Sept. 1870 $5,925 97 1,422 23 
Third n 1st Sept. 1871 5,925 97 ·x,066 -67 
Fourth " 1st Sept. 1872 5,925 97 · 71112 
Fifth n 1st Sept. 1873 5,925 96 355 56 

1,422 23 
7,348 20 
6,992 64 
6,637 09 
6,281 52 

ttAnd the said second party, in consideration 
of the premises, here~y agree to place at least 
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fifty families u pon said land in south half T. 
16., R. o w., and T. 17 s., R. 3 w., · within eighteen 
months from this .date, and next ensuing two years 
they or their legal representatives or assigns 
will · improve, by ·tillage or some o·ther course of . 

-good husbandry, at least one-tenth of said lands, 
so that at the expiration of said four years not 
less than tbree--tenths of the premises embraced 
in this contract shall have been ·used for cultiva
tion; and further, the second party ·agree that 
they will make punctual payment of the above sums 
as each of the same respectively becomes due, 
and that they will regularly and seasonably pay 

·all such taxes and assessments as may hereafter be 
imposed upon ·said premises. In case the second 
party, their legal representatives or assigns, 
shall pay the several sunis of money afores aid 
punctually and at the time above limited, and shall 
strictly and literally perform all and singular 
their agreements and stipulations aforesaid after 
their · true tenor ~d intent, then the first party 
will. cause t ,o be made and executed unto the said 
second party, their heirs or assigns (upon request 
at -the general land office of the first party and 
the surrender of this contract), a deed conveying 
said premises in fee simple with the ordinary 
covenants of warranty; and in case· said second 
party shall be unable to make any of the paym·ents 

t· ·under this contract when the same shall become 
due, and shall make affidavit .to ·this effect, the 
first party agree that of the lands hereinbefore 
described there shall be deeded to said second 
party by said first party_ a sufficient number of 
acres to repres~nt the purchase money paid under 
this contract at the time of such failure or de
fault; but the lands to be so deeded 1n the event 
of such def·ault and in consideration of the mon.ey 
paid on this contract shall be selected from the 
lands aforesaid by the agent of the second party 
and by land commissioner of the first party, and 
in the event of disagreement between the agent of 
the second pa~ty and said land commissioner the 
decision of the president of the Union Pacific · 
Railway Company, E. D., shall be final. . 

"The lands to be selected shall be sold 
at the present selling price for such tracts as 
they stand upon tbe bo·Gks of the said first party, 
and not at the uniform price of two 25/100 dollars 
per acre as herein rated. The first party. agree . 
to donate to said second ·party, or to such parties 
as .they may designate, without cost to said second 
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party, one hundred and sixty acres of land in 
section seventeen (17), in township seventeen (17) 
south, in range thr.ee (3) west of the sixth prin- · 
cipal meridian, in the state of Kansas, for church 
and .school. purposes, provided that a · church is 
erected on said tract in good faith -within five 
years from date of this . agreement; and in case of 
any failure or ·departure of -the second party to 
fully execute on their part this contract in any 
essential particular, the agreement to donate the 
one hundred and sixty acres for church and school 
purposes shall be null and void. 

"And it is hereby agr_eed and covenanted by 
the parties hereto that time and punctuality are 
material and essential ingredients in this contract 
and said parties of the first part reserve the right 
immediately -upon the failure of the party of the 
second part to comply with tbe stipulations of this 
contract to enter upon such land aforesaid as 
may be such default revert to the first party and 
take immediate po~session thereof, together with 

. the .improvements and appurtenants thereto belonging, 
and the said party of the second part covenant and 
agree that they will surrender unto said party of 

. the first part such land and appurtenances without 
delay or hindrance, and no court shall . relieve the 
party of the second part from the failure to comply 
strictly and literally.. with the ._ contract; and it 
is further stipulated that no assignment of the 
premises shall be valid unless the same shall be 
indorsed hereon, and that no agreements or conditions 
or relations between the second party and their as
signs or any other person acquiring title or inter
est from or through them shall preclude the first 
party from . the right to convey the premises ·to the 
second party or their assigns -on the surrender of 
this agreement and the payment of the unpaid portion 
of the purchase money which may be due to the first 
party. 

-"In witness of which, the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, Eastern Division, has caused 
these presents 1n duplicate to be signed by the 
commissione-r and the secretary of the land depart
ment, under the seal of said company, ~nd the second 
party has hereto set signatures on the day and year 
above written. 

Jno. P. Devereux, {Seal.) 
Commissioner. 

Chas. -B. Lamborn, (Seal.) 
Sec. u. P.R. Co., E. D. · 

John Ferm, Presid~nt, (Seal.) . 
s. P. Lindgren, Secretary. (S.eal.) 
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ncountersigned by Samuel J. Gilmore, 
Secretary." 

"State of Kansas, Saline county, ss. 
"I do hereby certify that the foregoing is 

a true and correcl copy· of a contract from the 
U. P.R. Company, E. D., with First Swedish 
Agricultural Company of McPherson County, as filed 
in this office fer record the 22d day of March, 
A. D. 1869, at ten A. M. And there was thirty
five cents international revenue stamps thereon 

. and properly cancelled. · 
E. Lincoln, 

Register of Deeds. 1 

Lindsborg, Kansas, August 19, 1868." 

l. Bergin, "Swedish Settlements", Kansas State 
ijistorical _Collections, pp. 26-29. 






