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PREFACE 

The purpose of this dissertation is to preserve 

some of the early day history or western Kansas so that 

the entire history or the state can be made more complete. 

George Merritt Hoover was selected for this study because 

he was a man typical of the pioneer leaders and with the 

traits necessary for molding and making permanent his 

influences over the people of the Southwest and Dodge City. 

Men of Mr. ·Hoover's type are passing away and the facts of 

early day history of Kansas are going with them. If their 

influence on the policies of this state are to be truly 

recorded, the account must be written while there are some 

people living who can give the story of their activities 

and interests. Mr. Hoover planned that the peopl~ of 

Dodge City and southwest Kansas should enjoy the benefits 

of his financial success through the park system which his 

estate helps to support and through the business principles 

he introduced into the city in the early days. 

I wish to thank Dr. John R)?djord for his con

structive criticism and his suggestions which made this 

dissertation possi~le. His guidance has been most valuable 

in the selection and ·organization of this material. 

G. G. 
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CHAPTER I 

EARLY LIFE AND BUSINESS 

George Merritt Hoover was born in 1847 in the 

little village of Caistorville, Ontario, Canada, which is 

about forty miles southwest of Niagara . He was the son of 

Josiah Hoover and Mary Hoover who were engaged in farming 

with but little financial success. The children were 

given few advantages but they had been taught to make a 

living on the farm. George Hoover received no formal edu

cation and he was given no apprenticeship except the 

training he had received on the home farm. He grew to young 

manhood in these surroundings but was dissatisfied with the 

poverty of his people and decided to go to some other lo

cation that offered greater opportunities for a young man. 

Mr . William H. Donohoe, a nephew, writes of Mr . Hoover: 

"I have heard my mother (his sister} tell that Uncle George 

started from home with an axe over his shoulder."1 This · 

seems to have been his physical equipment as he started his 

search for a better living than Caistorville, Ontario, 

could offer. 2 

1Letter, William H. Donohoe, 935 Main Street, Buffalo, 
New York, to the writer, May 22, 1939. Mr . Donohoe was 
the only +iving relative that could be located and he had 
worked in the post office at Dodge City during the time 
Mr . Hoover was in the bank. 

2Ibid. · - -1-
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Nothing· more is known of him until he was seen 

in the Kansas towns of Fort Hays, Ellsworth, and Abilene 

where he said that he wa s searching for a location of some 

kind. 1 These towns did not offer the opportunities which 

he sough_t and he drifted on. Mr. Hoover came to what was 

later Dodge City on June 17, 1872, and he and his partner, 

Jack McConnell, pitched their tent on the spot where the 

city hall now stands. A sod house occupied by H. L. Sitler 

was the only habi tat_ion nea r the place and the nearest 

settlement was Fort Dodge, five miles to the east.2 

The Santa Fe was approaching this spot and it 

seemed to be an ideal location for development. Their 

chief item of freight was a barrel of whiskey, 3and the 

possibility of soon supplying the liquor for the con

struction gangs, speculators, and soldiers from Fort Dodge 

were the determining factors in causing them to stay. They 

set up their tent and opened a saloon which was the first 

business in what was to become Dodge City. The Santa Fe 

reached their location on September 19, 1872, 4 and 

1rnterview with H.F. Schmidt, May 20, 1939. 

2The Dodge City Globe, July 16, 1914. The Fort Dodge 
Reservation ran to a point five miles west of the fort 
itself and they did not camp on the reservation. 

3Interview with Will Sughrue, May 25, 1939; and 
interview with H.F. Schmidt, May 20, 1939. 

4Letter from J. R. Hubbard, Special Representative, 
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway System, Topeka, 
Kansas, to the writer, September 20, 1939. 
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business increased rapidly. However, Jack McConnell, 

who did considerable drinking, was not satisfied and sold 

his interest in the business to his partner and drifted n 

to some other town, but Mr. Hoover had found .the location 

for which he had been searching and he spent the rest of 

his life there. 1 Having decided to make this his permanent 

· home he filed his intentions of becoming a citizen of the 

United States on January 30, 1874, and became the first 

person in Ford County to file such papers.2 His final 

naturalization papers were issued on June .27, 1878.3 

Mr. Hoover helped in the organization of the 

townsite company and the land grant was approve~ and signed 

by President U. s. Grant on May 1, 1874.4 This company 

had a capital stock of six hundred shares at ten dollars 

each.5 The capital was later increased to eight thousand 

dollars. 6 

linterview with H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 

2Naturalization Papers, District Court, 9th Judicial 
Division of Kansas, 1874-1905, p.1. 

3Final Naturalization Papers Record, p.8. 

4Townsite Deed, City Clerk, Dodge City, Kansas; and 
Secretary .2.f the'state Charter~ Books, IV, 474-475, 
State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas • . 

5needs Recorded A, p. 493, Register of Deeds, Dodge 
City Kansas. Those signing the deed were: H. L. Sitler, 
R. M. Wright, A. ·J. Peacock, A. J. Anthony, H. J. Fringer, 
Richard Dodge, Edward Moab, and Lyman Shaw. 

6 . 
Secretary of State Corporations Book A, Amendments, 

p. 47, State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
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or the men signing the deed for the townsite, H.L. 

Sitler was the earliest settler. He had come to this place 

in 1868, and had entered the _f!?eighting business for the 

United States government. He l ater became stockholder in 

the Dodge City Bank. A. J. Anthony was elected 'County 

Treasurer and H. J. Fringer was appointed Special County 

· Clerk by Governor Osborn in 1873. 

In 1875, Miss Margaret Carnahan came to Dodge 

City with her family who had previously lived in Blanchester, 

Ohio, but they had yielded to the pioneer ·spirit and had 

come west. Miss Carnaha n met Mr. Hoover and they were 

married August 20, 1876.2 They made their home .at 100 Mili

tary Avenue which is just across the street east of the Lora 

Locke Hotel. Mrs. Hoover made a hobby of raising flowers 

in a greenhouse and became quite well known for her work 

with plants .3 

In the years that followed, Dodge City became 

the center of the cattle drives and a division point on the 

l~ecord, Board or County Commissioners,~ A., p.1., 
County Clerk, Dodge city, 

· A. T. Andreas in his History of the State or Kansas, 
11 Ford County" II, 1559-1560, (Chica go,-rn-83) states that 
A. J. Anthony and • J. Peacock were elected to the first 
county commissioners but records do not show this. 

2Th.e Dodge City Globe, March 12, 1914; and interview 
with H.B. Bell, May 23, 1939. 

3rnterv1ew with H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 
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Santa Fe railroad; 1 this resulted in a population increase 

from 906 in 1880 to 1,967 in 1890.2 The growth and decline 

of Dodge City are shown in Table I. With the development 

of the cattle trade, business in Dodge City increased 

rapidly ~1th dance halls and saloons on every street and 

several to the block. Some of these saloons ware the Long 

Branch, the Dodge House, the Opera House Saloon a_nd the Gay 

Lady. Cowboys coming in over the cattle trails from Texas 

took over the town and gambling and drinking were the busi

ness of the day.3 

YEAR 

1875 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 

TABLE 14 

POPULATION OF DODGE CITY 

PLACE 

Dodge Township 
Dodge Township 
Dodge Township 
Dodge Township 
Dodge Township 
Dodge City 
Dodge City 
Dodge City 
Dodge City 

POPULATION 

1758 
164-0 
1185 
1269 
2563 
2446 
2450 
3687 
2705 

1Letter from J. R. Hubbard, Special Representative, The 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway System, Topeka, Kansas, 
to the writer, September 20, 1939. 

2The Eleventh Census, 1890, Population, Part I, p. 165. 

3rnterview with c. M. States, April i"s, 1939; Robert M. 
Wright, Dodge City, The Cowboy Capital, pp. 170-179 

4Biennial Report .2.f ~U.S. Department of Agri
culture, 1870-1888. 
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But not all . the business was in the saloon nor in 

the cattle buying itself. l!lhen the herds of cattle arrived 

in Dodge City the cowboys camped with the herds on the 

south side of the Arkansas River until the cattle were sold 

or shipped. There were usually a large number of calves 

that were too small to ship or to drive on and these were 

-usually sold, given a.way, or killed. There was a_lso a big 

business in the buying and selling of horses. Each cowboy 

had seven or eight ponies that he had used on the cattle 

drive and now that the drive was over, he .had no use for 

these extra ponies. He would sell about half of his string 

and go back to Texas where they could be replaced at a 

small cost.l 

Dodge City had another problem as a result of the 

cattle drives. Most of the permanent residents of Dodge 

City were from the North and a great many of the cowboys 

were in SJ'Dlpathy with the South. When these two factions 

met in a saloon and a few drink s had been taken, fights 

became a common occurrence.2 Because Mr. Hoover could see 

a greater future in the wholesale business and because he 

did not approve of the dance halls, gambling, and the 

rowdyism connected with the retail business, he changed from 

1Interview with C. M. States, April 15, 1939. 

2Interview with S. P. Re-ynolds, April 15, 1939. 
Mr. Reynolds said that the saloon fight shown in the motion 
picture "Dodge City'' was typical of the day but somewhat 
overdone. 
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the retail saloon and started a wholesale liquor business 

which proved to be quite profitable. 1 

In the wholesale liquor business his territory 

extended to all of Southwest Kansas, Texas, and the Indian 

Territory. The stage often took orders of liquor to Fort 

Supply and Fort Elliott2as did the freighters from these 

and other points in the Dodge City trade area.3 The 

greighting business and Mr. Hoover's ability to deal with 

the frontier situations are shown in a story told in this 

connection. A dealer in Texas had sent a wagon and driver 

to Mr. Hoover with instructions in regard t ·o and with what 

he wanted it loaded. The driver gave the instructions to 

Mr. Hoover and went to see the sights of Dodge City. When 

the wagon had been loaded the driver was still missing and 

Mr. Hoover went in search of him. When the driver had been 

found, Mr. Hoover made the remark that he was uloaded", too. 

The teams and wagon of the driver were put to bed. Next 

morning Mr. Hoover got the teams and paid the dollar charged 

for their care and started the driver and his loaded wagon 

on the road to Texas. In the letter to the dealer Mr. Hoove 

1Interview with H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 

2Saloon Journal of G. M. Hoover. -
3·Interview with S. P. Reynolds, April 20, 1939. 

Mr. Reynold's father ran the stage from Dodge City to 
Fort Supply and Fort Elliott. 
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explained the incident and ended the letter with a request 

for the dollar. 1 

It was in the saloon business that Mr. Hoover 

first gained prominence on this new frontier. His place ef 
2 business was well kept and he had no dancing nor gambling. 

He dealt f airly with all that had business affairs with him 

and he reached a place of high standing among the people 

of the Southwest. The saloon business had reached a tre

mendous volume by 1883 and some idea of this volume can be 

gained when it is known that Mr. Hoover's ledger shows sales 

amounting to $470,438.09 over a t wenty-five month period.3 

That money on this new frontier was spent freely and the 

loss of it held lightly as is best shown in Robel':'t M. 

Wright's Dodge City, The Cowboy Capital: 

ttMoney was plentiful and spent lavishly, 
and here, let me say~ there are different 
classes of men who are producers or money
makers, and misers up to a certain amount. 
There were numbers of people, to my certain 
knowledge, who would carefully save up from 
two hundred to five hundred dollars and 
then come to Dodge City and turn it loose, 
never letting up until every dollar was 
gone. There were others whose ambition was 

1Interview with c. c. Scates, April 15, 1939. 
Mr. Scates is president of the Fidelity State Bank which 
is the successor of Mr. Hoover's bank. Mr. Scates had 
read the letter. 

2Interview withs. P. Reynolds, April 15, 1939. 

3saloon Journal of G. M. Hoover. 



MONTH 

A.pril 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

January 
February 
March 
April 
GRAND TOTAL 
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TABLE II 

WHOLESALE SALOON SALES1 

YEAR MONTHLY SALES 

1883 $1713.28 
2339.83 
2911.91 
2968.37 
3905.94 
2990.17 
4825.22 
2607 .48 
1036.55 

1884 1449 .31 
2230.47 
1370.90 
2922.73 
3234.93 
2507 .72 
3930.47 
2772 .74 
2470.40 
5523. 59 
2629.82 
2330.70 

1885 1941.69 
2088.55 
794.80 

6940. 52 

1saloon Journal of G. M. Hoover 

TOTALS 

$25,298.75 

$33,373 .78 

$11,765.56 
$'70, 438 .oo 



A Bloody Prize Fight in Dodge 
City. 

On la.et Toe.aday mominr the champion 
prize fight of Dodgo City w indulg d in 
by M rs. Nelson Whitm n and the noted 
Red Haale.v, f miliarly known na 'the red 
bird from the South.' An ind finite rumor 
had be n circulat.ed 10 porting circl 
that a fight wa to t t pla , bnt th 
time and place wa known only to II I ct 
few. The sport took place in front of the 
Saratoia, at th silent honr of 4 :80 a m, 
when the city polic w re r tiring 11fter 
tbP dance ball r velry had sub ided, and 
the belles who reign th re w re off duty. 
Promptly at the appointed tim th two 
candidate!' for ch mpion bio w re at the 
joint. Col. Norton ooted rounder 
up and whipper-in for botll fiibten, hale 
Bobby Gill ably p rform d the arduous 
task of healing anll h ndling and aponginar 
off. Norton called 'timA,' and the bo.11 
opened with some fine bite from the shoul
der. Whitman WM the favorite· in t.he 
pool , bot Red mad a briUiant ffort to 
win the champion belt. During the forty-

cond round. Red H nl y impler d Norton 
to take Nol n oft' for a little wbilo till h 

ould have time to pot hut right eye b · k 
where it belonged. t bis iaw bone and 
have the raRir d 1 e trimm doff hi rs 
wh re they bad b n chewed the worst. 
This aain8t th ml of th rillg, 80 
Nor ton declined, encour&King him to bear 
it ell he could and squeal wh n h 
got enough. About the ixty.fir t round 
Red qu aled unmiet kably, and Whit
m n II declared wino r. Tb only 
injurie sustained by the lo r in this firht 
were two ears chewed off, on y barsted 
and the other disabled, riarht ch k bone 
c ved in, bridge of th nos brok n. seven 
teeth knocked out. on j w bon ma bed, 
one ide of the tonp. chew d off. and 
sev ral other unimportant fr tur nd 
1:>ruise Red retiree nom the ring in 
disguat. 
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G. II. HOOV_ER, 

WHOLESALE DEALEJ; I1f . 

WINES, 

Liquors and Cigars, 

Genuine Kentucky Bour~on, 
SOUR MASH AND KENTUCKY RD 

WHISK.IE. 

MIL WAUKEE, QUINCY, AND ST. LOUJ,8. 
BE.EB. 

ALSO A VARIETY OP CASE GOOD • 

tandard and Aromatio Bi ; C 
Gin: Fin Imported Cogniao Brandy; 
Catawb Wine; Cook' Imperial, and 
otli r branda of Ch mp~e in qu tUi 
to suit any and all cnatolllOn. 

1CALL AND EXAMINE. 
No. 36, FRONT T., DODGE CITY, KA 

BLACKSMITHING. 

QRNIRAL JOBBING. 
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higher. They wouid save up from five 
hundred to two thousand dollars, come to 
Dodge City -and spend it all. There were 
still others who would reach to five 
thousand dollars and upwards, come to 
Dodge City, and away it would go; and, 
strange to say, these men went back to 
their different avocations perfectly
satisfied. They had started out to have 
a good time and had had it and went back 

· contented. 1" 

Mr. Hoover's saloon journal shows that October 

was the month of greatest liquor sales with $4,825.22 and 

$5,523.59 in 1883 and 1884 respectively.2 Sales for these 

months were almost double those of other months of the same 

year and this seasonal rise can be accounted for in two 

ways. This was the last month that cattle owners could 

plan to use in making their drives without the interference 

of cold weather and it was the month in which most of the 

cattle were shipped from Dodge City. By referring to 

Table I II it can be seen that in the period of almost three 

months before October, 1,541 cars of cattle were shipped, 

but in the one month period of October 6 to November 6 

there were 1,357 cars shipped. In the remaining month of 

the shipping season only 750 cars were sent from Dodge City. 

1th these great herds of cattle came the cowboys from the 

plains of Texas where towns and saloons were not very 

1Robert M. Wright, Dodge City, ~ Cowboy Capital, 
p.152. 

2saloon Journal of G. M. Hoover. 
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plentiful and this _was the one chance they would have for 

. a year to mix with a. crowd. The saloons _got a great dea 1 

of their money and this increased Mr. Hoover's sales. 

When these cowboys returned to Texas, the wagons that had 

carried supplie~ needed on the cattle drives were loaded 

· with liquor and other articles that would be needed during 

the winter. 

TABLE III 

DODGE CITY CATTLE SHIPMENTS 18841 

FROM TO CARS 

July 17 October 6 1541 
July 17 October 13 1798 
July 17 October 22 2129 
July 17 October 29 ·2ss2 
July 17 November 5 2898 

· July 17 November 10 3225 
July 17 November 19 3457 
July 17 November 25 3585 
July 17 December 1 3648 

Although Kansas had gone dry on November 2, 1880, · 

2 by a vote of 92,302 to 84,304, the saloon business con-

tinued to thrive in Dodge City. The people did not take 

1Kansa.s Cowboy, October 11 to December 6, 1884. 

2senate Journal, State of Kansas 1881, p. 42. 
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the attitude that they were breaking the law but rather 

that their personal rights had been taken from them and 

they were only continuing to have this right. Mr. Hoover's 

advertisement continued in The Globe Livestock Journal 

until March 5, 1885.1 He sold five carloads of beer during 

the month . of July 1883,2 yet all persons interviewed by 

the writer have stated that he had the highest respect for 

the law • . His later interest and part in law enforcement 

are an indication of his good intent. 

nother example of disregard for the law of the 

state by the early settlers was shown in the bull fight 

which was held as a Fourth of July celebration in 1884. 

The plans had been made and sponsore.d by Mayor A ~ B. Webeter 

and the fight was to be held as an opening gesture of the 

Dodge City Driving Park and Fair Association.3 Mr. Webster 

had received various letters and messages of protest 

against the bull fight being presented but the plans went 

ahead and the protests were i gnored. 4 There were t welve 

bU.11s and the following article in The Ford County Globe 

~arch 5, 1885. 

2¥odge City Journal, August 4, 1938, "L. E. Degers, 
Mayor 883 • n 

3Kirk Mechem, "The Bull Fight at Dodge,'t The Kansas 
Historical Quarterly, II, No. 3, ugust 1933, ~297. 

4Ibid., pp. 299-300. 



-~~ 

O!~c mobgc <!it! 
YOL. I. DOD(,F. (' ITY. KA:--SAS. SATl" RDAY. ,ffNF. 21, 1 88♦• NO. & 

"GRAND SPANISH · BULL ·FIGHT! 
AT T:J:Im C>PBJN"IN"G- OP'" T:J:Im 

Dodge Ctty Drtving Park & Fair Association 

Jul.y 2,, 3 a:n.d 4,, 1.aa4. 

Horse Racing, Lassoing Matches, Grand Tournament, 
Shooting Matches, Base Ball, Etc. 

$10,000- GIVEN AW A Y . IN PB1IZES'.J 
l,c., ( 

REDU-CED RA. TES 
Ob All the Railroa~s, from Chicago lLJld _ St. Louis. 

j 

' ,_, 
CTI 
I 
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gi ves a vivid descr_iption of them: 

"The bulls have arrived, twelve in mimber, to 
take part in the great fight which comes off next 
Friday; and as some of them are liable to be num
bered with the dead (as gloves are not used) 
before our next issue, we deem it proper to here 
give a short sketch of these noted animals, to
gether with their pedigree. 

N~ber one. Ringtailed Snorter, is the oldest 
and most noted of the twelve having been in 
twenty-seven different fights, and always came off 
victor. '11 · 

Other bulls listed were: Cow Boy Killer, Iron 

Gall, Lone Star, Long Branch, Opera, Ku Klux, Sheriff, 

Doc, Loco, Jim, Rustler, and Eat-Em-Up-Richard. Some 

three thousand spectators attended the fight and they left 

with varioU$ opinions as to the value of a bull fight as 

a form of entertainment.2 · Dodge Ci-tywas reported to be 

the only town in the United States that ever held a real 

bull fight. 3 

But all events in this frontier town were not 

favorable to growth and business and the first great 

disaster was the loss of the cattle drives. The importance 

of this is seen when it is known that in 1880 there were 

223,000 cattle brought into Kansas as shown in Table IV 

1The Ford County Globe, July 1, 1884. 

2Ibid.; Kirk Mechem, ttThe Bull ~ At Dodge," 
Kansas7ifstorical Societz, 1lu~r953"'Y-p:-3o2,ttobert M. 
Wright, Dodge City,~ Cowboy Capital, pp. 230-240. 

3 ~~County Globe, July 1, 1884. 
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and that 198,700 of these were driven to Dodge City,l 

and with them came the demand for supplies 'to take back 

-home. But Texas or splenic fever was infecting the cattle, 

and Congress and the State of Kansas passed laws prohi

_biting these cattle being driven across political boundaries 

from March 1st to December lst.2 When the cattle herds 

came no more to Dodge City business during the summer and 

fall took a drop. The saloons and gambling houses lost a 

great source of revenue and the traders and railroads lost 

heavily. 

TABLE IV 

CATTLE DRIVEN INTO KANS S 18803 

SOURCE 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Texas Panhandle 

NUMBER 
53,900 
80,300 
89,700 

PRICE· PER HEAD 

FEEDERS 
$2 .37½ 
2.00 
2.37 

STOCK 
$2 .12½ 
1.75 
2.12½ 

1Tenth Census of the United States 1880, Statistics 
of Agriculture withspecfal reports on Ce'reals, Flour 
Milling, Tobacco, and Meat Production, p. 999. 

2Bureau of Animal Industrf• United States Department 
of Agriculture'; Order 309, p. 9; C. F. W. Dassler 
Compiled Laws .Qf Kansas, 1885, pp. 932, 936, 218, 219. 

:·~3Tenth Census of the United States, p. 999. 
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Fire was the menace feared by all early day 

towns and Dodge City had this disaster to follow that of 

losing the cattle drives. On January 18, 1885, a fire 

destroyed eight business houses for a total loss of over 

$60 ,000. Most of these buildings were occupied by rather 

small concerns and the loss did not constitute a crisis. 1 

On November 27, 1885, a second fire broke out in the 

business district and destroyed an entire block facing 

Front Street and the loss wa ·s es tima tad. at about $63, 000 

.above the insurance.2 With the financial aid of Mr . Hoover 

and others the owners of the burned buildings started to 

rebuild in F'ront Street within twenty-four hours after the 

fire was extinguished.3 Just ten days later, Dec·ember 7t~ 

a sporting house on Chestnut Street caught fire and almost 

the entire block of business houses was burned. The loss 

was estimated at about $50,000.4 These three fires had 

destroyed two business blocks and many people had lost 

confidence in the future of Dodge City. 

Tb.en came the great blizzard of January 7, 1886, 

which practically destroyed the cattle business for the 

1The Globe Livestock Journal, January 22, 1885. 
2Ibid., December 1, 1885. Area covered py the fire 

shown I'ii7rigure 1. 

3rnterview with Merritt Beeson, May 20, 1939. 

4The Globe Livestock Journal, December 15, 1885. 
Figure--Y-shows tne buildings burned. 
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ranchers around Dodge City. The temperature dropped to 

_sixteen degrees below zero1 and the drifts were several 

feet deep. There were no trains for six days2 and the 

ranchers were unab le to care for their cattle for several 

more days and the loss from hunger and thirst ran into the 

thousands of head. 

In some instances entire herds have been frozen 
and in other herds the loses will run from 20% to 
90%. The great irrigation ditches and the railroad 
cuts were filled with dead cattle.3 

The Globe Livestock Journal gives a good description of 

the storm and its effect on the cattle: 

Thursday last the wind was very strong from the 
north and the atmosphere was filled with snow, making 
it impossible for man or beast to see but a few yards. 
Cattle drifted south until they came to the river, 
and rather than stand there they attempted to cross 
and perished. Some by breaking through the slush 
and ice and others by falling on the ice and being 
unable to get up.4 

Mr. Hoover had closed his wholesale saloon and 

was engaged in the real estate business and the loss of 

the cattle drives, the fires, and finally the blizzard 

almost ruined the business. People were discouraged and 

wondered if Dodge Ci ty would be able to exist after all 

these disasters. If Mr. Hoover's faith in that country 

1weather Bureau, United States Department of Agri-
culture, Dodge City, Kansas. 

2The Globe Livestock Journal, January 12, 1886. 

3~., January 26, 1886. 

4Ib1d., January 12, 1886. 
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ever faltered none ever knew about it. Mr. Hoover had 

-selected Dodge City as the place where he .could succeed 

in business and he was the type of man that stayed and 

overcame all obstacles. 



CHAPTER II 

BUSINESS AND BANKING 

Mr. Hoover was the kind of man that could not 

remain idle. VI/hen he had closed his saloon he was ready 

· tor some other business that would prove profitable to 

himself and that would also serve the community which he 

had chosen to be his home. In the early 1880's Mr. Hoover 

bought a burr mill from a Mr. May and had it equipped with 

rollers. This was the first roller mill in western Kansas. 

Shortly after he bought the mill it wa s destroyed by fire 

and was never rebuilt. 1 

Another early day venture in which Mr. Hoover 

participated was the or~anization of the Dodge City Bridge 

Company in 1885. This company had a capital stock of 

$16,000 with a par value of one hundred dollars per share. 

The purpose of this was to increase the ease with which the 

people of Texas and Indian Territory could get into Dodge 

City to do their trading . The bridge was built shortly 

after the organization of this company.2 

1Interview with C. M. Sta'tes, May 9, 1939 
2 . 

The Globe Livestock Journal, February 17, 1885. 
Directors were: Charles Rath, F. C. Zinnnerman, A. C. Meyers, 
A. J. Anthony, A.H. Boyd, G. M. Hoover, and R. W. Evans. 

-21.a-
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The Pioneer Loan and Trust Company was another 

~arly day organization in which Mr. Hoover was interested 

in a financial way. The company was granted a charter 

on June 5, 18861, with a capital of $100,000. The organi

zation did considerable business with farmers and real 

estate loa~s.2 This made it possible for Mr. Hoover to 

-gain knowledge of this country that proved very valuable 

in his later business in real estate. 

A great deal of money changed hands in Dodge City 

in the early days. The cattle business, saloon business, 

and the business of the general stores had caused hundreds 

of thousands of dollars to be exchanged, but there had 

been no established bank to handle and clear the money and 

checks. As busi ness increased and the town gained in 

population a greater demand was made for a bank and Mr. 

Hoover was the man that met the need. 

1A letter from Frank J. Ryan, Secretary of the State, 
Topeka, Kansas, to the writer, July 1, 1939; and The 
Globe Livestock Journal, June 22, 1886. -

2Th.e Globe Livestock Journal, June 22, 1886. 
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Mr. Hoover had done his banking at_ Leavenworth, 

_Kansas, while he had been in the saloon business and before 

there was a bank in Dodge City. 1 This was a great in

convenience as it required several days to complete a 

transaction. Mr. Hoover met the situation by establishing 

the Bank of Dodge City (Private). _ The business of the 

- private bank increased and in December, 1898, 1 t was closed 

and reorganized as the State Bank of Dodge City. It now 

had a capital of ten thousand dollara.2 The minutes of 

the first meeting of the directors show the actual organi

zation of the new bank. 

Minutes of called meeting, held by order of Directors 
Hoover, Smith, and Manny at_ banking hours on the twentieth 
day of December 1898. Directors: G. M. Hoover, R. W. 
Evans, C. o. Manny, and E. E. Smith. Meeting organized 
by appointing G. M. Hoover, Chairman and E. E. Smith, 
secretary. 

The directors having qualified by taking the official 
oath, proceeded to designate officers of the bank for the 
en suing year. 

1Letter from Elwood M. Brooks, Banking Department, 
Topeka, Kansas, to the writer, June 5, 1939. 

2Ibid. 
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On motion and unanimously resolved, that G. M. Hoover 
be appointed President~ E . E. Smith , Secretary, and E.T. 
Kellogg, Cashier of the State Bank of Dodge City. 

· The proposition of Hoover , Evans , and Kellogg to sell 
the entire property of the Bank of Dodge City for the sum 
of ten thousand ($10,000) dollars, together with the 
assumption of all liabilities of said Bank of Dodge City 
by the State Bank of Dodge City was read and duly con
sidered. 

On mot·ion of C. O. Manny said property was accepted 
unanimously, and the cashier instructed to complete the 
transaction when approved by the Bank Commissioner. 
· On motion the meeting adjourned. 

E. E. Smith, Secretary.1 

The old_ private bank had gone out of existence 

and a new bank with wide~ interests was incorporated 

because more people were financially interested. 

Mr. Hoover was a real business man and took a 

great deal of care in selecting the men that were to work 

with him. It was through the bank that he became one of 

the leading men of Dodge City and this position was gained 

through the confidence that people had in his ability to 

know the kind of men to trust in a responsible position. 

This ability was often shown in his banking methods. The 

men in the bank had been selected because of their ability 

1corporation Book, State Bank of Dodge City, Dodge 
City, Kansas, p. 1~ 
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as business men, and the cashier, Mr. Kellogg, had been 

associated with Mr. Hoover in the private bank where he 

had proved his business ability. Mr. Kellogg was a good 

conservative banker and he had handled most of the loans 

made by the bank . He turned down a great many requests 

to borrow money from the bank because the security was not 

such that the bank could accept it. After having been 

refused the loan many of these people would leave the bank 

and pass by the side door that led to Mr. Hoover's private 

office. As they started by the door Mr. Hoover would call 

them into his office and talk over their financial problems. 

It is said that Mr. Hoover made more loans through the 

back door than was lent over the counter of the bank. 1 

Mr . Hoover made a few early day loans that were 

never paid back but the bank was never in financial 

distress.2 He made many loans that were classified as 

character loans and a good example of this type of loan 

1 
Interview with H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939; interview 

with H. B. Bell, May 22, 1939 . 

2Interview withs. P. Reynolds, April 20, 1939; 
interview with E. E . Smith, May 26 , 1939. 

' ' ' ' '' 
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is shown in this transaction. A man owned a horse power 

thresher and needed some expense money. The man applied 

to Mr . Kellogg for a loan but was refused because he had 

no security that the bank would accept. As the man left 

the bank he passed by the side door that led to Mr . 

Hoover's private office. Mr. Hoover saw him and called 

him into the office. The man explained that he wanted to 

borrow some ·money but had been refused the loan because 

his security had not been acceptable to the bank. Mr. 

Hoover asked the man if he were married and the man replied 

that he was. The next question was in regard to the number 

of children in the family and the reply was that there were 

ten. Mr. Hoover made the loan with a note for security 

and stated that ten children were all the security that he 

needed to insure payment of the loan. 1 

The secretary, Mr. E. E . Smith, was a personal 

friend of Mr. Hoover's. Mr. Hoover had suggested that he 

might like to become a stock holder in the bank and 

1Interv1ew with H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 
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Mr. Smith had explained that he had very little money to 

invest but that he had a great deal of confidence in 

Mr . Hoover's business ability. He finally agreed to go 

into the bank but with the understanding that when 

Mr . Hoover quit the banking business that he wanted to 

quit too. This was agreed to and a few years later the 

promise was kept. 1 

Mr . R. W. Evans had run a store in the building 

where Mr. Hoover had first opened the bank and they had 

been associated in a business way for a number of years. 

Mr . Evans was a commission dealer and Indian trader and 

his most profitable business of the early daY's had been 

dealing in buffalo hides . There were thousands of these 

hides bought and sold in Dodge City and some of them had 

been shipped as far as New York City.2 

Those owning stock in the State Bank of Dodge 

City and the number of shares owned by each were: G. M. 

Hoover, 65; R. W. Evans, 16; E . T. Kellogg , 16; C. o. 

Manning l; and E. E . Smith 1. This division of stock 

gave Mr . Hoover .f'u.11 control of the bank as he owned 65 

1Interview with E . E. Smith, May 26, 1939. 

2Interview with Richard W. Evans , Jr., Apri.1 27, 
1939. 
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of the total of 99 shares. 1 

In those days when communication methods were 

rather slow and it was impossible to keep in touch with 

people, a man's word was often accepted and valued equally 

with a note or mortgage. An example of this reliance in 

keeping one's word as well as the terms of a written 

agreement are shown in this incident. There were some 

German farmers living several miles outside of Dodge City 

and they had borrowed some money so that they could meet 

certain obligations . On the day that the note fell due 

there was a terrible blizzard and it was almost impossible 

to travel . Lat e in the afternoon these farmers appeared 

at the bank to pay their note. Their beards were f'ti'll of 

ice and snow and they looked as though their faces were 

frozen. Mr . Hoover told the men that he had not expected 

them to come to Dodge City in such weather and that it 

would have been perfectly all right to have waited until 

it was easier to travel . The German farmers made it quite 

clear that their note was due on that day and that they 

met all their obligations when they came due .2 

1corporation Book , State Bank of Dodge City, p . 14 
2 rnterv1ew with H. F . Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 
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The bank was always iri good financial condition 

and it grew rapidly under the guidance of Mr. Hoover . Some 

idea of this growth can be obtained by a study of the 

summary of the bank statements. These statements show that 

the growth was not always rapid nor was it always upward, 

but the general tendency over a period of years was for a 

steady increase in business. The low periods of deposits 

and resources reflect the general conditions of the sur- . 

rounding country rather t.han the financial standing of the 

bank. 1 These observations can be studied in Table v. 
T BLE V 

B NK STATE"MENTS2 

DTE LOANS TOTAL INDIVIDUAL 
AND RESOURCES DEPOSITS 

DISCOUNTS 

April 8, 1899 $ 20,462.50 $ 80,708.28 $ 38,438.58 
December 23, 1899 36,780.65 126,987.04 72,700.78 
December 29, 1900 39,130.67 145,308.91 65,938.37 
December 28, 1901 50,089.33 156,598.62 61,859.55 
December 2'7' 1902 52,271.50 137,330.61 68,045.51 
December 26, 1903 54,384.69 170,682.88 98,397,76 
December 31, 1904 66,478.64 152,223.71 '70.992.78 
December 30, 1905 88,521.95 225,710.67 115,811.07 
December 29, 1906 113,302.74 230,182.58 114,529.25 
December 28, 190'7 96,180 .oo 196,506 .oo 98,688.24 

1rnterview with C. C. Sea tes, May 17, 1939 •. 

2corporation ~, State Bank of Dodge City. 
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Mr. Hoover made a great many friends and 

practically no enemies while in the bank.1 This was 

probably due to his interest in human nature and his per

sonal characteristics. · e was rather hard to get acquainted 

with except by long and continued association. He was 

often considered odd because of the silence that he main

tained but he liked to joke and have a good time with those 

that knew him best. He was well read and always maintained 

an interest in political problems and legislative acts. 

He was a friend of any person who was having trouble and 

was always willing to do whatever he could to improve any 

situation that might need to be solved.2 

Mr . Hoover was regular in his habits and p~r

ticularly so while he was a banker. Every morning he made 

a call on the stores and completed the tour by going to the 

telegraph office where he received the reports on the stock 

markets . Th.en he would go to the bank for the day's work.3 

After the banking day was over Mr. Hoover would often meet 

with Colonel Hardesty, E . T. Kellogg , R. W. Evans, and 

Lieutenant -Governor Fitzgerald and have a round of drinks 

1rnterview with E. E. Smith, May 26, 1939. 

2Interview with H. F . Schmidt , May 20, 1939; c. M. 
States, . pril 15, 1939; ,11/ill Sughrue, May 25, 1939. 

3Interview with C. M. States, April 15, 1939; R. W. 
Evans, April 27, 1939. 
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as they talked over the business problems of the day. 1 

These meetings are best described in an article in the 

Dodge City Journal. 

Mr. Evans was an inseparable companion of Col. Hardesty 
and G. M. Hoover, and every afternoon at four o'clock it 
was their custom, rain or shine, to mee t :-j.n the back room of 
J.C. "Jacky" . Bloom's c~nfectionary and soft drink parlor 
for a couple of Todies. 

The men on the frontier had tried pra ctically all 

kinds of jokes but t he one that affected Mr. Hoover and the 

bank was in regard to a baby contest which was sponsored 

by a church. There had been numerous attempts to establish 

a church in Dodge City but none had been successful until 

Reverend O. W. Wright appealed to all classes of people for 

aid and in two days the gambling houses secured the 

necessary funds to build the church. During the winter 

months when Dodge City was comparatively quiet the Ladies' 

Aid Society hit upon the idea of raising money by conducting 

a baby contest. The only conditions were that the baby 

must be under one year of a ge and born in Dodge City and 

votes were on sale at six for a quarter. A man on front 

street put up a prize of one hundred dollars for the winner 

1 
Interview with R. W. Evans, April 27, 1939. Mr. 

Fitzgerald owned a large ranch in western Kansas, and Colone 
Hardesty was from Kentucky and one of the owners_ of a large 
herd of cattle. 

2 
August 25, 1939. 
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and the women started selling tickets to anyone and every

one. On the last day of the contest Front Street crowds 

started buying tickets by the ten dollars worth and cast 

their votes in secret. A dinner was held at the church as 

the votes were counted and a large crowd was in attendance 

to see which baby had caused over $2,000 to be raised. 

The preacher read the name of the winn·er and much · to the 

surprise or the crowd it seemed that no one knew the baby . 

Finally Wyatt Earp arose and said that he knew the identity 

of the baby and that he would bring it and the mother to 

the meeting. In a short time he returned with a tall, very 

fat, and very black negress who carried an equally black 

baby about two weeks old. Proper identity was established 

and the negress was given the prize money. 1 No one knows 

what part Mr. Hoover played in this contest but he made the 

remark that he would have gone broke had their been another 

bank in Dodge City.2 

While in the bank Mr. Hoover did considerable 

investing in stocks and bonds and land. He was rather 

conservative and only did his speculating after he had 

given the matter considerable thought. He put aside a 

definite amount of money each year to be used in 

1stuart N. Lake, \~t Eacp , Frontier Marshall, 
pp. 220-222, Houghton Mfl"ITin ompany, New York. 

2Interview with H.F. Schmidt, May 20, 1939. 



-33-

speculation and if he lost it he did no more speculating 

until the following -year but if he made money from those 

ventures he took it as a matter of course. 1 

Mr. Hoover made bad investments as did most 

frontier men and a Chicago trip to the Board of Trade was 

an example of. one of his most interesting ventures. He 

lost about $22,000 while speculating there and did not 

care to have his name known to the speculators and they 

supplied the name "Kansas Plunger." He invested money 

in all kinds of schemes to promote the Southwest and lost 

a great deal of it.2 

Land was cheap around Dodge City. The droughts 

and hard winters caused some -people to leave the country. 

They sold their belongings and their land for whatever 

they could get for them. Many people could not pay their 

taxes and this land was sold at public auction. Mr. Hoover 

had a great deal of faith in Dodge City and the surrounding 

territory and he bought great tracts of this land that was 

sold at forced sales. Some of these were good investments 

and some of them were very poor. It is said that Mr . Hoover 

lost $40,000 on school land3 and that he lost about twenty-

1Interview with R. w. Evans, April 27, 1939. 
2Interview with H.B. Bell, May 23, 1939 • . Some of 

these bad investments will be given in another chapter . 

3Ibid. 
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five sections of land a.round 1900. 1 

Land was bought and sold or traded for almost 

anything that had a resale value. On one occasion Mr. 

Hoover traded a quarter section of land for some horses. 

The deed was drawn up and Mr . Hoover had his lawyer check 

the deed to _see that it was correct in all its details. 

The lawyer found that the deed called for a half-section 

of land instead of the quarter section and he told 

Mr. Hoover . Mr. Hoover admitted the error but told the 

lawyer not to mention it to the man that he was trading 

with and he mi ght be able to get it completed as the deed 

read. The trade was made without either party mentioning 

the amount of land in the deed.1 

After years of work in the bank Mr. Hoover 's 

health st~rted to fail. He did not want to give up his 

business but Mr . Hoover finally decided to consider an 

offer from a group of men in Kansas City. He had promised 

E. E. Smith that if the bank was ever sold he would be told, 

so that he could get out of it before the transaction was 

closed. Mr. Smith was told that the bank could be sold to 

the group in Kansas City and Mr. Hoover was advised to sell 

and rest for the good of his health. Mr. Hoover said that 

1Interview with H.F . Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 
Mr . Schmidt said that he asked Mr . Hoover as to the truth 
of this story and Mr. Hoover said that the trade took place 
as stated. Much of the land was not worth the taxes paid 
on it. 
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he wanted to investigate the men that would take the bank 

over because he did not want to sell to anyone that would 

take an unfair advantage of the people of Dodge City. 

After he had made the investigation, he decided that it 

was not for the best interests of the people of Dodge City 

to sell and the transaction was never completed. Mr . Hoover 

remained in the bank until the time of his death. 1 

1rnterv1ew with E . E. Smith, May 26, 1939. 



CHAPTER III 

EARLY MAYOR ND LEGISLATOR 

With the saloons, gambling houses, and places 

of ill fame flourishing, the problem of city government 

was one that could not be put aside lightly. The greatest 

problem in setting up a government was getting a man that 

had the courage and common sense to handle all the situa

tions that might arise in a frontier town. The permanent 

settlers of Dodge City were usually willing to have law 

and order prevail so that the city would build up, but 

during the summer months the population of the city was 

greatly increased by the cowboys from Texas whose main 

interest was a good time while in town. The cowboys, 

gamblers, and others who catered to these groups for their 

personal gain or enjoyment made the problem of city govern

ment rather difficult. 

The first mayor of Dodge City was P. L. Beatty, 

a saloon keeper. That the man and his business were 

respected is shown by the statement, uin these days the 

saloon keeper was usually one of the leading citizens in 

the frontier towns, and P. L . Beatty was no exception.nl 

lnL. E . Degers, Mayor 1883, u Dodge City Journal, 
June 9, 1938. 
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The saloon keeper was well acquainted with the problems of 

the town and knew the men with whom he had to deal perhaps · 

better than any other person that was available. 

The second mayor of Dodge City was George M. 

Hoover, another saloon keeper. He was first elected mayor 

in 1876 and w~s elected for a second term the followirig 

year. 1 Mr. Hoover showed his business and executive ability 

in establishing one of the best regulated periods in Dodge 

City history. The fact that Mr. Hoover was later elected 

to the state legislature on two occasions and mayor again 

in 1911, when the city needed financial help, are indi

cations that the people of Dodge City respected and trusted 

his ability as a leader. 

While Mr. Hoover was mayor there were a number 

of ordinances passed which indicated that the town was to 

be run in a business-like way . The first ordinance that 

Mr. Hoover signed as Mayor of Dodge City was in regard to 

the paying of a license fee by the business firms of Dodge 

City. This ordinance, going into effect on April 12, 1876, 

provided that the firms pay their license fees annually in 

advance instead of quarterly in advance.2 It made less 

bookkeeping for the city officials and gave them a definite 

lTh .. e . Dodge City Journal, June 9, 1938; Ordinances, 
City .2.f Dodge City, City Clerk, Dodge City, Kansas • . 

2ordinances, City of Dodge City, City Clerk, Dodge 
City, Kansas. Ordinance Number 11. 
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amount of money that could be used during the coming year. 

Other ordinances show the same business-like 

approach to the problems of the town. Ordinance number 

thirteen provided that the prisoners in the city jail 

should be allowed to work out their fines at the rate of 

one dollar per day, an ordinance which is still active.l 

On September 22, 1876, the city passed an ordinance that 

provided for keeping the peace and quiet of the town and 

earried a penalty in the form of a fine of from one to 

fifty dollars for all violators who were convicted.2 

Several other sections of this ordinance are worthy of 

consideration because they deal with the problems that were 

common to the frontier town. · Section VI reads: 

For being found drunk in any city street, alley, 
or other public place in the city, a fine of not 
less than three nor more than ten dollars for the 
first offense and not less than five and not more 
than twenty dollars for any subsequent offense.3 

This ordinance was passed with a saloon keeper as mayor 

and with a very large number of saloons in Dodge City. 

Another section of this ordinance prohibited fast and 

reckless driving, or racing on any public street, and 

1ordinances, City of Dodge City. City Clerk, Dodge 
City Kansas. Ordinance number 16. 

2 
Ibid., Ordinance number 16. 

3Ibid. 
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provided a fine of from one to twenty dollars •1 This 

would indicate that the problem of fast and reckless driving 

did not originate with the automobile. Section XI of this 

ordinance provided a fine of from one to twenty-five 

dollars for carrying concealed weapons.2 This part of the 

ordinance was hard to enforce but it was necessary if the 

pe-ople of Dodge City were to make the town safe from the 

outlaws that came to the city. There was so much lawless

ness at this time that Stuart Lake makes this comment: 

As early as May 1 (1876), Dodge was having trouble 
with the visiting cowmen, and a number of .Wichita 
pioneers who had moved to the boom camp assured 
George Hoover, just elected Dodge's first mayor, 
that if he .wanted to ride h erd on the Texans, there 
was only one to send for. Hoover wrote to Wyatt 
(Earp) and asked him to ·come to Dodge City; after 
a few more experiences with the Texas men, he took 
to telegraphing. A particularly urgent me ssage 
reached Wyatt in ichita on May 15 and he started 
for Dodge on Ma y 16.3 

For political reasons Wyatt Earp was made deputy marshall 

at a salary of $250 per month and a bonus of $2 .50 for 

each arrest made. 4 These efforts were made so that 

1ordinances, City of Dodge City, City Clerk, Dodge 
City, Kansas. Ordinance 16, section 7. 

2Ibid. 

3stuart Lake, "Tales of the Kansas Cow Towns, n The 
Saturday Evening Post, November 15, 1930, p. 102. 
Mr . Hoover was the second and not the first mayor of Dodge 
City . 

4 
Stuart Lake, Wyatt EaNp, Frontier Marshall, 

(Houghton Mifflin Company, ew York, I93'IJ, p. 142. 
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Dodge City might get rid of the rough element that made 

it noted as a city which knew no law. With all of its 

problems some of the old timers claim that Dodge City was 

safer in those days than in later years . 1 

The city was in need of legal advice and on 

September 22, ·1876, an ordinance was passed which created 

the office of city attorney. 1 On the same day a regulation 

was made in regard to va grancy. 

Any person who may be found loitering around 
houses of ill fame, gambling houses, or places 
where liquors are sold or drunk in the City of 
Dodge City, without any visible means of support, 
may be fined in a~y sum not less than one or more 
than ten dollars. 

The vagrant seems to have had a hard time in Dodge City 

as the followin g story i ndicates . L. E. Degers was 

marshall under the Hoover administration in 1876, when this 

incident occurred. 

He put a man charged With vagrancy in a cell 
with three horse thieves. The three thieves 
fiendishly set upon the hapless fellow and cut out 
one of his eyes with a pocket knife and otherwise 
mutilated his body before he could be rescued. 
The horse thieves were eventually hanged. But the 
punishment would have been the same regardless of 
their carving on the unknown vagrant.3 

1ordinances, £it:;y of Dodge iity, City Clerk, Dodge 
City, Kansas. Ordinance number 7. 

2Ibid., Ordinance number 20, section 2. 

3~ Dodge City Journal, August 4, 1938. 

' 
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Gamblers and thieves came to Dodge City expecting to make 

their living at the expense of the group who had money 

and they were responsib le for a grea t many of the crimes 

committed. 

Then as today, there was considerable trouble 

getting people in business to pay their license fees to 

the city. As saloons were quite numerous in Dodge City 

a special ordinance was passed to force the saloon keepers 

to pay this occupation tax amounting to one hundred dollars 

per year . 

That if any person shall directly or indirectly 
sell, barter or dispose of any spiritous, vinious, 
fermented or other intoxicating liquors in the City 
of Dodge City without first having a license therefor, 
in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, 
he shall be fined for every such offense a sum of not 
less than ten nor more tha~ fifty dollars.l 

Other ordinances passed while Mr. Hoover was 

mayor provided for the removal of dead animals and rubbish 

from the streets, listed misdemeanors, stipulated the 

salaries of city officials, and provided for fire pre

vention.2 

After serving two terms as mayor, Mr. Hoover 

1ordinances, Ci!J: of Dodge City, Ordinance 31. 

2Ibid., Ordinances 14, 18, and 23 . 
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retired from active politics in 1878 until the election 

of 1882, when he entered the race for State Representa tive 

from the 118th District. He was elected1 and became quite 

prominent in the legisla ture. Mr. Hoover was made chairman 

of the Committee on Inter-State Commerce and their chief 

problem was to try to regulate the cattle drives from Texas 

into Kansas. No laws were passed in regard to the cattle 

drives but resolutions were passed relating to the national 

cattle trail.2 He also tried to get Fort Dodge established 

as a state soldiers' home but failed. 3 He sponsored bills 

to pay Ford county the cost of litigations relative to 

unorganized counties attached to Ford county4 and the de

fining of the boundaries of the county •. 5 These bills · were 

passed by the legislature. 

Mr. Hoover returned to Dodge City after the 

legislature had ended and continued in the saloon business 

1commissioners 1 Journal A, p. 370, County Clerk, 
Dodge City, Kansas. Hoover received 576 votes to 174 
for H, F. May. 

2House Journal, State of Kansas, 1883, p. 319. 
3 Ibid., Resolution 14, p. 195. 

4 ~-, House Bill number 344, p. 325. 
5Ibid., House Bill number 366, p. 367. 
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until pril, 1885, when_ he closed this business and helped 

organi-ze the Pioneer Loan and Trust Company and became one 

of its directors. This company was organized June 22, 1886, 

with a capital of $100,000. 1 This business was the fore

runner to his banking business. 

In 1882, Mr. Hoover had tried to get Fort Dodge 

as a state soldiers' home but he had failed. By 1890, 

the Fort Dodge issue had changed somewhat but it was far 

from settled and the people of Dodge City were intensely 

interested in its future . 

Fort Dodge had been one of the early frontier 

forts, established in 1864, and occupied a place of impor

tance in dealings with the Indians. With the increas·e in 

population of western Kansas and the settlement of the 

Indian troubles, the fort had been abandoned by the United 

States army in 1882. Since that time it had been used as 

a corral for cattle and it was under the supervision of a 

custodian . The Grand Army of the Republic Post at Dodge 

City made an appeal to Congress and asked that the Fort 

Dodge Military Reservation be given to the State of Kansas 

1Letter from Frank J . Ryan, Secretary of State , 
Topeka, Kansas, to the writer, July 1, 1939. 



-44-

to be used as a home for men and their families who had 

served in the military forces of the United States. In 

1889, an act was passed by the Congress of the United 

States which transferred this land to the State of Kansas 

for a consideration of one dollar and twenty-five cents 

per acre. It was also stipulated in the act that the 

state should maintain a home on the reservation for the 

care of officers, soldiers, marines, and their dependents, 

parents , widows , or orphans. The reservation contained 

one hundred twenty-seven acres and was opened by the state 

on January 1, 1890. There were twelve large stone buildings 

and about twenty smaller buildings on the reservation . 1 

The citizens of Dodge City had taken up a 

collection to pay for the purchase of the land in the 

reservation and then turned the land to the state. It was 

to be the purpose of the representative from this district 

to get an appropriation from the state to make possible 

the financial success of this home . 

The campaign was carried on by the Globe 

Republican and the Dodge City Times, a Democrat paper . 

Mr. Hoover was nominated by the Democratic Party and 

1William E. Connelly, "Ford County, 11 History of 
Kansas, p. 1112; Kansas State Historical Collection , IX, 
p.- 567; Frank W. Blackmar, Kansas, I, p. 659. 
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John L. Finlay was nominated by the Republican Party. 

The campaign became quite active with each newspaper 

denouncing its opponent and praising its candidate . Mr . 

Hoover was criticized becau se of h is wea lth a nd that he 

would not be interested in the welfare of the common man . 

They (Times) made the old cry of Mr . Hoover ' s 
great interest in the country, and we believe the 
people are not blind to the fact that t his same 
argument has been used for the election of every 
capitalist who 1ver attained a seat in our halls 
of legislature . 

The Dodge City Times made a great display of 

the fact that Mr . Hoover wa s wealthy and used it to show 

that his interests were in the people of the county . 

J . L. Finlay never paid out one cent of taxes 
real or personal in this county . G. M. Hoover 
owns 6500 acres of taxable land •••• He holds $15, 000 
in tax sale certifica tes of wh ich $5,000 is held 
by the Pioneer Loan a nd Trust Company. 

The Dodge City Times went on to show that Mr . Hoover was 

a wheat grower and the largest holder . of real esta te in 

the county .3 

Mr . Hoover made a number of political speech es 

in the county and set forth th e following points as a 

platform: 

1 . Favored the state soldier ' s home appropriation . 

1The Globe ReEublican, October 22, 1890 . 

2 
~ Dod5e City Times, October 10 , 1890. 

3Ibid ., August 22 , 1890 . 
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2. Continuation of the forestry station near 

Dodge City. 

3. Tax exempt irrigation ditches. 

4. Railroad commissioners to be elected by the people 

and not appointed by the governor . 

5. Two year period for the redemption of land sold 

for taxes. 

6 . Interest on non-pa-yments on tax sales to be 

reduced from 24 per cent to 12 per cent. 

7. Resubmitting of the prohibitory amendment. Mr . 

Hoover believed that the people should have the right to be 

heard on this question.l 

Mr . Hoover later expressed the opinion that uniform text 

· books should be used t hroughout the state and he believed 

that the school book trust was one of the chief evils 

against education.2 

Mr . Hoover was also accused of combining his 

political forces with those of Jerry Simpson so that both 

might benefit from the vote cast in Ford County. 

The ridiculous combination between Jerry Simpson 
and George Hoover , by which it appears that Jerry 
Simpson is to deliver the Farmers' Alliance vote of 
the county to Mr. Hoover in consideration of the 
endorsement of Simpson by the Democratic Central 
Committee, is tearing up the earth as it were . It 
appears that Mr . Simpson cannot deliver the goods .3 

1The Dodge CitX Times, October 10, 1890. 
2 
~-, August 22 , 1890. 

3Th.e Globe Republican, October 22, 1890. 
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The campaign continued to be a personal issue for the 

newspapers but the men never let the campaign become a 

personal issue to come between themselves. Their race 

became the race of a Republican against a Democrat . 1 

The election was held on November 4, 1890, and 

Mr . Hoover won·the election with a vote of 593 to 506 

for Mr. Finlay . The vote in Dodge City gave Mr. Hoover 

286 votes against 1312 for Mr. Finlay which showed the 

popularity of Mr. Hoover among those who knew him best. 

However, all the candidates for office on the Democratic 

ticket were elected in the vote cast by the people of Ford 

County.3 

When Mr. Hoover took his place in the House · 

of Representatives at Topeka, he introduced a bill in regard 

to appropriations for t he State Soldiers' Home at Fort 

Dodge4. The bill was introduced in the House on 

January 23, 1891, and it was passed by both houses by 

January 27. 5 The governor signed the bill which provided 

$6,375 for maintainence for Fort Dodge on January 29, 1891.6 

1Interview with H. F . Schmidt , May 20, 1939. 

2 Record of Votes Cast, Ford County, County Clerk, 
Dodge City, Kansas. --

3Ibid. 

4!:rouse Journal, State of Kansas, 1891, p. 126. 

5Ibid., p. 178. Bill in Appendix A. 

6 Ibid., p. 209. 



-48-

The other things that Mr . Hoover had favored 

in his campaign were not brought up by Mr. Hoover during 

that session of the legislature. \IVhen the session ended 

he returned to Dodge City and retired from state politics. 



CHAPTER IV 

CITY PARKS 

Dodge City is fortunate in having some very 

fine parks which are well distributed over the city. The 

parks are comparatively large for a city in the 10,000 

population class and they are planned to take care of both 

adults and children. 

A great many improvements have been made in the 

parks since 1914, and most of these were made possible 

through the generosity of Mr. Hoover. 1Nhen Mr. Hoover 

died in 1914, he left to Dodge City all of his property 

with the exception of special bequests to relatives, 

friends, and churches. He made provision for a trust fund 

and also the way in which the money was to be invested. 

It is my will that this residue of my estate 
shall be kept in a permanent fund of said City, 
invested in municipal securities, only, and that 
said fund be kept intact and the income only be 
used, and it is my will that the said fund be 
kept and designated as the "Hoover Fund."l 

Mr. Hoover had made his money while living in Dodge City 

and he wanted to leave his estate so that the city might 

be more attractive in the years that were to come. His 

will provided that the income from the "Hoover Fund" be 

lLast Will and Testament of George M. Hoover, 
March ~1914, File 1370, Office of the-Probate Judge, 
Dodge City, Kansas 
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used as a park and cemetery fund. · 

It is my purpose however to insure the proper 
care of the cemetery, and 1 t is my purpose. also to 
enable the City to improve, care for, purchase and 
provide for public parks for said City and to 
beautify the City in whatever way may seem best to 
the commissioners.l . 

The 9ity accepted the property of George M. Hoover on 

August 17, 19172 , and the income from it has been spent 

on parks and cemetery. 3 The money :from this fund has been 

about equally divided in improving the parks and the ceme

tery which 1s now known as Maple Grove Cemetery. The 

income from thi·s estate has amounted to thousands of' dollars 

as is shown in Table VI. The income has varied from year 

to year as the investments have been changed until they are 

almost all in municipal bonds as the will states they must 

be . The periods of financial depression are also indicated 

in the returns from the investments. 

The best known and the largest of the parks in 

Dodge City is Wright Park, named after R. M. Wright, who 

was one of the early day settlers of the city. It is 

located on the north bank of the Arkansas River and extends 

from Second Street on the east to the Rock Island railroad 

1Last Will and Testament of George M. Hoover, 
March ~l~ i5oage City,Kaiisas. -

2order Accepting G. M. Hoover Estate, City Clerk, 
Dodge City, Kansas . - -

3Interview with R. A. Pittman, City Clerk , May 2 , 1939 . 
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TABLE VI 

INCOME FROM HOOVER FlJNDl 

DATE 

FROM TO AMOUNT 

April · 1, 1918 March 31, 1919 $37 50 .00* 
April 1, 1919 

. March 31, 1920 3750.00* 
April 1, 1920 March 31, 1921 3750 .oo-r.-
April 1, 1921 March 31, 1922 37 50 .oo-~· 
April 1, 1922 March 31, 1923 3750 .00* 
April 1, 1923 March 31, 1924 37 59 .35 
April 1, 1924 March 31, 1925 3488 .16 
April 1, 1925 March 31,. 1926 4255.92 
April 1, 1926 June 30, 1927 6490.33 
July 1, 1927 June 30, 1928 4292 .20 
July 1, 1928 June 30, 1929 4960.05 
July 1, 1929 June 30, 1930 2200.00 
July 1, 1930 June 30, 1931 2131.00 
July 1, 1931 June 30, 1932 1700.00 
July 1, 1932 June 30, 1933 3423 .79 
July 1, 1933 June 30, 1934 2756 .oo 
July 1, 1934 June 30, 1935 2000.00 
July 1, 1935 June 30, 1936 4274.24° 
July l, 1936 December 31, 1936 4325.250 
January 1, 1937 December 31, 1937 4924.08 
January 1, 1938 December 31, 1938 4374.43 
January 1, 1939 December 31, 1939 :3055.00 

*Estimated. Figures not available. 
· 0 Expenses. Income not available. 

on the west and north to Trail Street. The park contains 

about sixty acres .2 · 

The popular story is that this park was given 

to Dodge City by Mr ._ Wright with the one reservation that 

1Aud1t Reports, City Clerk, Dodge City, Kansas. 

2Estimate made by the City Engineer, Dodge City, Kansas 
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it be called Wright Park.l It seems that Mr. Vi right 

mortgaged this land to a company in Leavenworth, ·Kansas, 

and the land was sold at sherif'f's sale and then bought 

by Frederick Ryder. On April 12, 1900, Mr. Ryder sold the 

land to John Summersby for $500.2 The city wanted to buy 

this land and Mr. Summersby was willing to sell it for the 

amount of his ori ginal investment but the city did not have 

the $500 necessary to complete the sale. Several men in 

the city started to raise the necessary funds by taking 

donations f'rom those people who desired to help and they 

raised a total of $800. On May 31, 1900, Jonn Su.mmersby 

and his wife, Emily, deeded the land to the city for $500.3 

The additional $300 was used for purchasing land from 

R. W. Evans that joined the Wright land which made a total 

of about sixty acres in t h e tract.4 The park was then 

named Wright Park in honor of the pioneer man and this gave 

rise to the story that Mr. Wright donated the park to the 

city. 

The land was originally rough and had several 

1Robert M. Wright, Dodge City the Cowboy Caaital, 
pp. 329-330, (Wichita Eagle Press, 'I9I3): !~Doge Citv 
Journal, August 11, 1938. 

2Quit Claim Record Book 28, Register of Deeds, p. 614, 
Dodge City. Deed Recorded March 7, 1902. 

3 Ibid., p. 615. 

4InterView with William Bater, May 25, 1939; interview 
with R. ~, . Evans, May 9, 1939. 
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sloughs and bogs. It was overgrown with underbrush and 

was of very little value· as it was at that time • . These 

growths were cut and the low spots were filled with good 

soil s9 that trees and plants would be able to make a good 

growth. Most of the work was done by high school boys and 

others that either donated their work or did 1 t very 

cheaply. Finally the ground was leveled and the city 

started improving it.l 

On November 1, 1902, the Driving Park and Fair 

Association leased the park for a period of ten years. The 

association constructed a race track and started .horse 

racing which became a very popular annual event.2 Although 

the races proved popular the change to automobiles and the 

introduction of motorcycle racing caused the association to 

stop their program. 

Today vlright Park is the picnic center of 

southwestern Kansas. Hundreds of people go to the park to 

enjoy themselves on Sundays and holidays when cars with 

license tags from thirty or forty counties of Kansas and 

often from other states may be seen. Graveled roads wind 

through the sixty acre park and the thick lawns of bermuda 

1 Interview with Mr . Harper Sitler, April 28, 1939; 
interview with Miss Nellie Sughrue, May 26, 1939 • . 

2Interview with ~illiam Baeder , May 25, 1939. 
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grass are shaded with many large trees. Shelter houses 

and open ovens have been supplied by the various •Civic 

organizations in cooperation with the Works Progress 

Administration and the city park board. 

The first large building to be erected in Wright 

Park was the Hoover Pavilion which was built in 1919, with 

funds provided in Mr. Hoover's will as follows: 

I bequeath to the City of Dodge City, in the 
State of Kansas, the sum of ten thousand dollars • 
••• But I direct that said sum be expended in 
erecting or aiding to erect a ~ublic assembly 
room in the park of said City. 

The City accepted the gift of the $10 , 000 on Sept.ember 13, 

1915, 2 and this sum plus the interest of $441 were used 

for the construction of Hoover Pavilion. This pavilion is 

used as a public meeting place by any group that cares to 

pay the small fee charged. On March 1, 1939, the Hoover 

Construction Fund had on hand a cash sum of $3,436 . 25. 3 

Within the last few years a band shell of native 

stone has been built in Wright Park. It is lighted with 

various colored bulbs and is used during the summer months 

1Last Will and Testament of G. ! • Hoover. 

2 Journal 5, p. 197, Probate Court , Dodge City, Kansas . 

3 Report of the City Clerk, March 1 , 1939 , City Clerk, 
Dodge City, Kansa's. The pavilion is being repaired from 
this fund. 
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ror band concerts, speakers, and many other forms of 

entertainment. 

For a number of years there has been a baseball 

diamond in Wright Park but the only seats for the spec

tators were wooden bleachers. On Ma y 13, 1939, Lieutenaht

Governor Carl Friend dedicated a new concrete and steel 

stadium that was constructed at a cost of nearly $40,000 

to the city and the Works Progress Administration. The cost 

of this stadium to Dodge City waa about $12 ,000 of which 

$10 ,000 was borrowed from the Hoover Fund so that the city 

would not have to issue bones for that amount . 1 The 

problem of naming the stadium was one that a committee 

pondered for some time. It was generally agreed that it 

should be named after some old-time settler but so many 

names were suggested that it became a process of elimination 

and public opinion. Mr. Hoover 's name was among those 

mentioned and it was cited that the pavilion was not a 

fitting memorial for a man that had done as much for Dodge 

City as he and it was very probable that the outcome would 

have been different had the public known that his money 

was making the stadium possible . 

1rnterv1ew with R. A. Pittman, May 11, 1939 . 
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These early pioneers that knew Mr . Hoover and 

had seen his estate build up the park system wanted to give 

him some honor in addition to Hoover Pavilion . 

Tom Bell would name the stadium for George M. 
Hoover , because his legacy was the greatest thing 
that has ·been done for the city and because that 
old barn in Wright Park is such a poor memoriil 
to the man -that Mr . Hoover was to Dodge City . 

Mr . Bell went on to tell how Mr . Hoover had backed the 

early day farmer and helped the merchants in making the 

farmers' credit good with them. 

Mr . Bell recalls that during the long drouth of 
the late eighties and nineties, just like these 
last few ~ars when this country did not raise a 
crop for seven -years , merchants in Dodge City 
complained they had extended credit until they 
could no longer operate. Then Mr. Hoover, the 
banker, came to the merchants , H. R. Brown , Sam 
Stubbs, George Emerson , J. ·M. Bell (father of 
Tom Bell), R. S . Robinson , J. H. Crawford and told 
them that he had confidence in the farmers. He 
said for the merchants to extend credit to the 
farmers and when they got in financial spots to 
bring to his bank $100 worth of farmers• accounts 
and he would give them $90 for them and not charge 
any interest--just taking ten per cent on their 
eventual payment . He did many other things, 
Mr . Bell recalled, to dese~ve a better memorial 
than the pavilion affords . 

The committee later decided to name the stadium McCarty 

l'flle Dodge City Globe, May 5, 1939. 

2Ibid. 



-59-

Stadium in honor of a pioneer doctor of Dodge City. l 

Wright Park is equipped with numerous .other 

facilities that provide enjoyment for those that visit it . 

It has a fine swimming pool, swings, slides, and plenty 

of room in which to play games . The park has a small zoo 

in which are lions, bears, deer, and many kinds of birds . 

The Southwest Free Fair is held in the park each fall and 

the exhibit buildings are located in the western part 

of the park . 

The Girl Scout Park which includes about one 

acre is located on the west side of Avenue C in the 

thirteenth block . This park was given to the city by 

Mr . and Mrs . H. A. Hart in 1925 . 2 A cabin of native stone 

was built and equipped at a cost of over ,000 with the 

city paying a little over a third of this sum and the 

girl scouts raised the balance . 3 The park is kept up from 

the City Park Fund and it i ~ controlled by the City Park 

Board and the Girl Scouts . 4 The grounds are covered by a 

1Name decided upon by a connnittee and reasons for 
de cision not made public . 

. 2Deed Record 59 , Register of Deeds , October 21, 1925, 
. Dodge City. 

3Letter from Mrs . Ellis Cave , Head of Girl Scouts , 
Dodge City, Kansas , to the writer , September 19 , i939 . 

4c1ty Commission Journal , Resolution number 59, 
June 6, 1936 , City Clerk , Dodge City. 
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fine bermuda grass lawn and shaded by a great many trees. 

A cabin of native stone has been erected at a cost of 

$5,000 for the use of the girls for their meetings, picnics, 

and parties . 1 

Another park, a twenty-two acre plot, was given 

to the city in 1931 by Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Isely of Dodge 

City. This park is designated as Boy Scout Park2 and 

lies · about two miles to the northwest of' the city. This 

acreage is unimproved. 

Lions Park is located between Third and Fourth 

Streets on the east and west and on the south by Mulberry 

Street . This park is one block square and contains an 

area of about three acres.3 For many years this block was 

used as a dumping ground for trash and rubbish, partly 

because the ground was low and partly because there were 

about five thousand dollars back taxes on it and the owner 

seemed to have very little interest in it. Eleven of the 

twelve lots were owned by a man in Kansas City and he gave 

these to the Lions Club. The other lot was purchased by 

the Lions Club for fifty dollars . The county commissioners 

1Letter from Mrs. Ellis Cave, Dodge City, Kansas , to 
the writer , September 19, 1939 . 

2 Platt ~, Register of Deeds , Dodge City, Kansas . 

3Estimate of the City Engineer , Dodge City, Kansas . 
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released all back taxes1 and the entire block was deeded 

to the city on November 20, _1934. 2 The Kansas Emergency 

Relief Committee and the City Park Board spent a-pproxi -

ma tely eight thousand dollars for l abor and material to 

build a childrens' wading poo l , cement ska ting rink, rock 

retaining walls , . and for trees and shrubs . The City Park 

Board is in direct control of the par k but the Lions Club 

has added something each year in the way of playground 

equipment and trees. The pa r k is being equipped for small 

children and the swings, merr y-go - rounds , teeter - totter , 

and other equipment are small . A fireplace , table and 

benches , all of native stone , have been added for adults . 

Other pa.rk s controlled by the city are Russell 

Park and the three lots given to the city by the Dodge 

City Improvement Company. The first of these was given 

to the c i ty in 1927 , a nd is unimproved except for a few 

tree s.3 The other park contains three lots but has not 

been improved in any way. 4 

lLetter from Bert Green , to the writer , July 3, 1939 . 

2 Register of Deeds, Dodge City, Kansas . 

3 Platt Book, Register of Deeds , p . 29 , Dodge Ci ty, 
Kansa s. This park was presented to the city by T. P. 
Russell , A. Russell, J . L. Russell , and G. H. Russe l l . 

4Record of Minutes , Dodge City Improvement Compa ny , 
Dodge Ci ty, Kansas . 
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The parks of' Dodge City have been improved 

over a period of years and most of the money has come 

from the Hoover Fund . This fund has made it possible f'or 

the park board to know the amount of money available each 

year and has resulted in a continual plan of improvement . 

The great popularity of these parks has come about because 

they have been made into attractive places but very few 

people realize that the estate of George Hoover made 

these improvements possible . 



CHAPTER V 

MAYOR UNDER THE COMMISSION PLAN 

Mr. Hoover was not one to seek public office for 

the honor or prestige that it would give to him. He wanted 

to stay out of public affairs as much as possible but his 

greatest interest was in the advancement of Dodge City and 

when he saw an opportunity to serve the city of his choice 

he was always ready to take the responsibility. 

In 1911 Dodge City was facing a number of 

problems that would require a great deal of thought and 

effort if they were to be solved for the best interests of 

its citizens. These problems related to the financial 

standing of the city, the extension of the sewer, and what 

changes if any should be made in the water and electric 

light plant. These situations were facing a city that was 

growing and the men at the head of the government would 

have to settle them in the best possible way for the future 

of Dodge City. The men that accepted the responsibility of 

the city needed ability, courage, and a knowledge of the 

needs of the city. 

Late in January, 1911, the Commercial Club of 

Dodge City passed a resolution presented by Mr. Hoover, 
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that the members of this civic organization would use 

their influence to defeat any change in the prese~t 

situation in regard to supplying the city with light and 

water and that they would also oppose the extension of the 

sewer system. The present plant that served Dodge City 

was privately owned and the Commercial Club favored a 

continuation of this plan while others suggested that the 

city· buy the plant and still others wanted the city to build 

a new plant. The opposition of the Commercial Club was 

based on several facts. Dodge City was going under the 

commission plan of city government in April , 1911, and many 

people felt that this was the wrong time to plan new ex

penditures. It was also stated that there was not time 

enough to fully consider the question before the election.l 

Mr . Hoover wa s opposed to any change in the water 

and light plants and .he opposed the sewer extension because 

he felt that it would be easier to defeat both plans than 

it would be to try and save one and defeat the other. At 

one time Mr. Hoover had offered to withdraw his opposition 

to the sewer extension but other prominent members of the 

1The Dodge City .Globe, January 26, 1911. 
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club insisted that he oppose both plans . 1 A few months 

la. t e,r Mr . Hoover gave his o_pinion on these probl~ms in 

The Dodge City Globe . 

I believe that there would be considerable 
objection to sewer improvement by those who have 
sewers and by some of those that have small 
properties for rent which they do not desire to 
improve . But if the sewers were once bui l t and 
put into ~se, no one would do without them at 
any cost . . 

Mr . ·Hoover had expressed the opinion of the business man 

and had tried to see all sides to the proposition . 

On February 2, 1911, an article appeared in 

The Dodge City Globe that gave the reasons for opposition 

to the city buy.l.ng the light plant that was then in service . 

This article was signed by two hundred and forty citizens 

of Dodge City . The reasons for opposition were : 

1 . Ten thousand dollars was needed to install meters . 

There would be a cost of four thousand dollars to 

t he c onsumers to hook up to the new mains . 

2 . More than three weeks notice was needed to 

consider such a matter of importance . 

3 . The spring election would change the city govern 

ment. 

1The Dodge City Globe, January 26 , 1911 . 

2Ibid . , February 22, 1912 . 
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4. The twenty-five thousand dollars to be voted 

was an inadequate fund for a light plant. 

5. Opposed a total debt of two hundred thousand 

dollars. 

6. The water plant was running behind at the rate of 

one hundred dollars per month without maintenance 

and repairs. 

Mr . Hoover was asked for an expression of his 

views on the issue and he made this statement: 

If we charge the city with hydrant rentals for 
the fire service , we should credit it with interest 
on the bonds amounting to $4,000 per year and also 
with the loss of taxes on $80 ,000 cost of the plant, 
and $50 ,000 of bonds not taxable owned by the resi
dents of the town, making a total loss to the city 
of $1 ,600 per year , then add insurance, operating 
costs, maintenance and repairs, $6 ,000 to say . 
nothing of depreciation, and $15,000 more required 
to finish the plant, and it will be seen that the 
income must exceed $11,000 per year. If all con
sumers were put on the meter basis the private 
revenue would probably pay the operating expenses 
and the city will be paying $4,000 interest on the 
bonds for the protection of the fire hydrants. This 
sum after the depreciation and $15,000 more required 
for the expansion of the plant. In thirty years' 
time w~ will have the debt and very little of the 
plant. · 

Both the sewer and light proposition were defeated in the 

following election and Mr . Hoover 's attitude had helped 

·defeat them. 

1The Dodge City Globe , January 26, 1911. 

2~., March 9, 1911. 
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The people of Dodge City now turned their 

attention to the city election, the first under _the new 

system of government. For some time there had •been no 

candidates for mayor under the commission form of govern

ment, but early in March t wo men declared themselves to be 

candidates. These t wo men were J. T. Miller and George_ M. 

Hoover . Mr. Hoover had been persuaded by his many friends 

to be a candidate for mayor. The following week Mr. Miller 

withdrew from the mayor's race and ran for city com

missioner.1 Mr. Hoover, now without opposition, announced 

that his platform was for "A Grea tar Dodge City" _ and th.at 

he favored installing an efficient system of bookkeeping 

for all the departments of the city government and especiall 

for the public utilities. He also announced that he would 

encourage new industries for Dodge City and that he would 

start a movement for better government in the city.2 In 

April Mr. Hoover was elected mayor with a vote of 207 to 
3 95 for Mr . Gluck, the present mayor of Dodge City, whose 

name had been written in by friends. Mr . Hoover took office 

4 on April 12, 1911. 

1The Dodge City Globe, March 9, 1911. 

2 .!E.!.!!., pril 6, 1911. 

3 Ibid., April 6, 1911. 

4 Ibid., April 13, 1911 . 
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Under the commission plan of city government 

the mayor is head of the police department, the fire 

department, and controls the park and health de_partments. 

The commissioners elected to serve with Mr. Hoover were 

George E . Laughead and T. J. Miller. Mr. Miller was _ to 

oversee the streets and public utilities and Mr. Laughead 

was- to oversee the finance and revenue of the city. 1 

One of Mr. Hoover's first acts as mayor was to 

re.appoint A. E. Bak er as city marshall at a salary of fifty 

dollars per month. The instructions that were given to 

him were typical of the business methods that Mr. Hoover 

planned to use while he was mayor. 

11 It will be some time before we can make any 
revision of the existing city ordinancas. 11 said the 
mayor. nin the meantime we will be governed by 
the laws which have been enacted by former admin
istrations, and your instructions are to enforce 
these ordinances without prejudice and partiality. 
In regard to bootleggers or violators of the pro
hibitory law, it will be a useless expense to 
bring such offenders to the city jail and pay 
their board for long periods from the city funds. 
Your instructions are that when you discover any 
violation of the prohibitory law, you are to report 
them to the sheriff and other county officers so 
that the offenders may be prosecuted at state 
expense. You will be expec~ed to give the sheriff 
such assistance as ·you can. 11 . 

lThe Dodge £1ty Globe, April 6, 1911. 

2The Dodge City Globe, April 13, 1911. Other 
appointments made were: H.B. Bell, Chief of Police; 
P. I. Trebilock, Police Judge; A. B. Reeves, Ci ty Attorney; 
and Dr. C. A. Milton, City Health Officer. 
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After Hoover had made the necessary appointments 

he started working on the problem of city finance .. The 

city had not had funds with which to pay its officials, 

teachers, and other expenses that faced the city from time 

to time. For some time the city had met this situa ti-on 

by payment in sc~ipt~ The big trouble with script was 

that when a person tried to spend it, a forty dollar check 

was often discounted as much as five dollars. 1 Mr. Hoover 

planned to get the city back on a cash basis and he be

lieved that a better system of bookkeeping and a close 

observation and study of all planned expenditures would 

help. On May 23 provision was made to collect a poll tax 

of three dollars from each man that fell in the age limits.2 

The office of Superintendent of the Water Works was 

created on May 29th and he was to get a salary of one 

hundred and twenty-five dollars a month .3 An occupation 

tax was provided4 and it was decided that an eighteen 

mill tax would take care of the city expenditures for the 

1rnt-erview with E. E . Smith , May 26, 1939; and 
H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 

2giti Commission Journal, Ordinance 331, City Clerk, 
Dodge ity. 

3rbid., Ordinance 329 . 

4Ibid., Ordinance 332 . 
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coming year. This tax was to be divided as follows: two 

mills for street improvement; three mills for interest on 

outstanding bonds; six mills for a sinking fund; and four 

mills to be used as a library fund. 1 One of the most 

useful ordinances passed was one that provided for two 

hundred copies of the revised city ordinances to be printed 

and distributed to the business houses and people of Dodge 

City.2 This plan was to let the people of Dodge City know 

what their ordinances were and to get better cooperation 

in their enforcement. 

The problem of the light plant as a city project 

had been voted down in the election but the problem of 

getting and pay.tng for the light used by the city was still 

a problem . On August 22nd the city commissioners made 

provision for adding more street lights and a definite rate 

was adopted by the city. 3 

1c1ty Commission Journal, Ordinance 335 . 

2Ibid ., Ordinance 339 . 

3Ibid ., Ordinance 336 . The lights and rates provided 
for in this ordinance were: one hundred and five street 
lights which were to include fifty li$hts with seventy
five watt bulbs at a monthly rate of $0 . 975 per lamp; five 
arc lights with twelve hundred candle power at a monthly 
rate of $0 . 975 per lamp; and fifty lamps with forty watt 
bulbs at a monthly rate of $0 . 525 per lamp . 
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The problem of the sewer had remained a dead 

issue for almost a year. The central part of the city had 

sewers but the plan of extending this system to other 

parts of the city had caused considerable controversy. In 

February, 1912, the problem was again brought before the 

public. When Mr . Hoover was approached on the attitude 

of the city connnission in regard to the extension, he made 

an answer that ended the official discussion of the problem 

during his term as mayor . 

When Mayor G. M. Hoover was asked today about 
the attitude of the city connnissioners on the 
proposition, he said that there was a possibility 
that the commissioners would oppose it. He said 
that there was so much other expense that the 
commissioners might decide that the city could not 
afford. a sewer system. Mayor Hoover said that he 
seriously doubted whether' the commissioners woul.d 
be able to provide payment for general seweri in 
addition to the town's present indebtedness . 

Estimates on the cost of the sewer system were that it 

would cost about seventy-seven cents per front foot to the 

property owners. The question of the sewers never came up 

for a vote during the time Mr. Hoover was mayor . 

Mr . Hoover had made provision through taxes and 

fees for the current expenses of the city but there was no 

provision to retire the debts of the past years except in 

1The Dodge City Globe, February 8, 1912 . 

2Ibid . 
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a very small measure as provided in the regular city tax 

rate. The outstanding debts of the city were about one 

hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars and Ivir .• Hoover 

went to work to try to reduce this sum as much as possible. 

He met with the people and firms that he ld the outstanding 

bonds of the cit! and got them to compromise at from 

sixty to seventy per cent of their face value. By doing 

this and by installing business methods in the city offices, 

the debt was reduced to less than $68,000. Mr . Hoover 

shifted the funds from one department to another as the need 

for money arose in the various departments . This practice 

was not legal but was considered necessary at the time.2 

In February, 1912 , Mr . Hoover was approached by 

the newspapermen and asked for a statement regarding his 

interest in a. second term as ma yor. His statement indi

cated his desire to get out of public office. uI have 

had enough, tr he said, 11 and I have no intention of being a 

candidate for mayor this year." 3 Mr . Hoover had consented 

to be the mayor of Dodge City because of the many problems 

1rnterview with H. F. Schmidt , May 2, 1939; c. M. 
States, April 15, 1939; and E . E . Smith, May 26, 1939. 

2rnterview with E . E. Smith, May 26, 1939. 

3The Dodge City Globe, February 15, 1912. 
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confronting the city. He had given of his time and 

ability to reduce the debt of the city and in setting up 

an eff'icient city government and he was now rea~y to get 

out of politics and give his full time to the banking 

business . It is interesting to note that the debt of the 

city increased after the administration of Mr . Hoover . 1 

He had placed the city on a firm financial basis and once 

again it was possible for the city to go into debt for 

needed improvements without fear of being burdened with 

deb t s that might damage the credit of the city . 

1
rnterview with E . E. Smith , May 26 , 1939 . 



CHAPTER VI 

MR. HOOVER'S INTEREST IN DODGE CITY . 

Mr . Hoover engaged in a great many enterprises 

in Dodge City and it is worthy of note that the city 

received a great deal from these ventures both in money 

and ·civic benefits . He was a good business man and his 

cooperation ·was sought in a number of early day promotions 

for gain to himself and others with whom he was asso 

ciated . 

On December 10, 1906, a group of men met and 

organized The Dodge City Development Company. 1 This 

company was organized for the purpose of making real 

estate loans , to erect buildings , and to buy.and sell real 

estate for the benefit of its members . It was further 

ggreed that each stockholder was to receive interest at 

the rate of eight per cent on the money that he had in 

vested in the company and all surplus funds would be 

donated or appropriated for any public project that might 

1Record Book of Minutes , Dodge City Development 
Company. The-i5"oardof directors was made up of G. M. 
Hoover , H. Juneau , C. A. Milton, T. F . Garner , E . N. 
Slocum, L. J . Pettijohn , J . w. Sidlow, R. H. Borouens , 
C. A. Bond, A. Gluck, and P . H. Sughrue . 
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be approved by a majority of the board of directors. 1 

Later developments of the company show that it really 

became an organization for the benefit of Dodge City and 

the surrounding community. 

The second meeting of the stockholders was held 

January 8, 190'7, at which time G. M. Hoover, P.H. Sughrue, 

and L. G. Graberty were appointed as a committee to pur

chase land which in their judgment might be purchased and 

sold at a profit to the company.2 Most of the lots bought 

were vacant lots which had been covered with weeds or used 

as a dumping ground and lots that were not level and unfit 

for the construction of any type of building.3 Most of 

these lots were cleaned up by the company and the title 

cleared so that they could be sold. The profit on these 

lots often was only five dollars per lot while on the more 

desirable lots the profit might be as much as twenty 

dollars. 4 

A committee was appointed ·to inspect the property 

of the company and to estimate its value. Mr. Hoover was 

a member or this appraisement committee and on December 10, 

190'7, the committee reported that the Dodge City 

------------------------------1Record Book of Minutes, Dodge City Development 
Company, DodgeCity, Kansas. 

2Ibid. 

3rnterview with Miss Nellie Sughrue, May 25, 1939. 

4Record ~ .2.f Minutes, Dodge City Investment Company. 
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Development Company owned thirty-nine city lots with a 

total value of approximately two thousand dollars. The 

company had sold enough lots previous to this time to have 

made a profit of over seven hundred dollars. 1 

By January 28, 1908, the Dodge City Development 

Company had made enougi~ money to pay back to each stock

holder the original amount of his investment plus interest 

~t eight per cent for the time the moneyhad been invested. 

There was no other reference in the minutes or the organi

zation that any member ever received any additional profits 

from the investments of the company until the final 

division of about one hundred amofi g six members.2 . 

After ea·ch stockholder had received his original 

investment from the company, the activities of the organi

zation spread to wider fields than the investment of money 

in Dodge City property. In 1908, they sent Mr. Hoover, 

Mr. Russell, and Mr. Milton to Pueblo, Colorado, to buy a 

share, par one hundred dollars, in the Electric Railway 

Development Company with the idea of qualifying one member 

1Record Book of Minutes, Dodge City Investment 
Company, December 'Io, 1907. 

2Ibid., January 28, 1908. 
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for a vote in the company. 1 Later in the same year it 

was voted that the company add two hundred dollars to the 

three hundred dollars that Mr. Hoover was investing in 

the Kansas-Colorado Railway.2 

A great deal of the profits of the organization 

were used to promote the welfare of Dodge City and com

munity. In November, 1908, the company_ voted to donate 

four hundred dollars to help gravel a road between Dodge 

CitJ and Minneola, Kansas.3 Later in the same year the 
/ 

company decided to advertise to a wider territory and spent 

one hundred dollars for a one-page advertisement on 11 Ford 

County" in the Wichita Eagle. Other e·fforts to advertise 

were through two booster trips which coBt the company 

thirty dollars; two hundred dollars for a float at the 

State Fair; one hundred dollars to advertise in the 

Exposition at Kansas City, February 26 to 28, 1912; and in 

191'7, they gave $105.52 to the War council.4 

At various times the company spent considerable 

money on promotion schemes and efforts to improve Dodge City. 

1Record Book of Minutes, Dodge City Development Company, 
July 29, 19'oa-:-- -

2 ~., November 9, 1908. 

3 Ibid. 

4Ibid. 
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Several small donations were made to oil companies in 

order that they would drill an oil well in the vicinity 

but no oil was ever produced and the amount was .increased 

by two hundred fifty dollars invested in worthless oil 

stock. The county was helped with a gift of five ~undred 

dollars which was to be used to buy land for a county jail. 

The organization became interested in getting free delivery 

of mail in Dodge City and passed a resolution that the 

company as such and the members as individuals urge the City 

Council to take the necessary steps to get this service. 1 

The meetings had been held at irregular intervals 

and only when there was sufficient business that demanded 

the consideration of the entire group. One of the officers 

usually called the meeting if it was deemed necessary to 

have the directors make a decision. There were no meetings 

between March 5, 191'7, and the final meeting which was held 

in 1935, as the company had ceased to be active in business. 

The Dodge City Development Company was disbanded at the 

meeting held on August 10, 1935, and the minutes of the 

meeting were very brief and to the point of the business of 

the meeting. 

lRecord Book of Minutes, Dodge City Development 
Company, Dodge City, Kansas, November 9, 1908. 
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Meeting was called to order by the secretary 
in the absence of the president and the vice
president, and the business of the meeting 
stated which was to divide the balance on hand 

. among the members and close the books.l 

The money was divided and this meeting ended the actiVities 

of a pioneer organization that was for the benefit of the 

conununity as well as for personal benefit.2 

Mr. Hoover continued to take part in community 

activities but avoided publicity as much as possible. 

He tried to do the things that he thought were for the good 

of the community but kept his name from appearing in 

connection with the activity. The shunning of publicity 

was shown in an experience which he had with the Chautauqua 

that came to Dodge City each summer. The company came 

on the guarantee of the business men that the venture· would 

be a financial success but Mr. Hoover would never sign up 

to guarantee it. He said that personally he did not approve 

of the program of the company, but that it might be of some 

value to children and some adults. One day Mr. Hoover went 

to H.F. Schmidt and requested him to make up a list of one 

hundred children in Dodge City wh o were very poor and to 

1Reeord Book of Minutes, Dodge City Development 
Company, AugustTo;-1935. 

2rntervi ew with Miss Nellie Sughrue, May 25, 1935. 
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write the name of each on an envelope. Mr. Schmidt made 

up the list and gave the marked envelopes to Mr. Hoover 

but he did not say what use was to made of them. The same 

procedure was followed for several years but never a word 

was said about what became of the envelopes. A few years 

later Mr. Schmidt met one of the Chautauqua officials and 

he told the story of the one hundred children. Mr. Hoover 

had written to the Chautauqua company and pledged them 

to secrecy in his purchase of one hundred children's 

tickets. He had placed a ticket in each envelope and had 

mailed it to the child whose name appeared on it. 1 

Mr. Hoover was not a church or lodge member but 

he helped and worked for the good of both organizations.2 

Mr. Hoover's attitude toward these institutions is best 

shown by a provision that he made in his will: 

I bequeath to the trustees of each or the 
following named churches in the City of Dodge 
City, Kansas, for said churches, the sum of One 
Thousand Dollars, to wit: The Catho~ic Church, 
The Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church 
(white), the Christian Church, the Episcopal 
Church, and the Baptist Church; ••• I make these 
bequests because I recognize the value of the 
work performed by our churches in uplifting 
humanity, rather than because I subscribe to all 
the beliefs of the churches.~ 

1rnterview with H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 

2Interview withs. P. Reynolds, April 20, 1939. 

3Last Will and Testament of George M. Hoover, 
Sectionte'n-;--ol'fice of ProbateJudge, Donge City, Kansas 
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Mr. Hoover also gave one thousand dollars to the Wesleyan 

Methodist Church, Caistorville, Ontario. Five hundred 

dollars of this amount was to be used in any manner de

sired by the church but the other five hundred dollars was 

to be a trust fund and t h e income used to keep up the 

church cemetery where his father and mother were buried.l 

Mr. Hoover had made a fortune while living in 

Dodge. City and he had planned to leave it so that the 

people of this community could receive the benefit of its 

use. He believed that all children should have the ad

vantage of a formal education and had once planned to make 

it possible for every child in Dodge City to get a start 

on a college course. He had planned that upon his death 

a trust fund would be established for the children of Dodge 

City with the provision that each child born in the city 

would receive a trust of one hundred dollars. This sum 

with the accumulated interest would be turned over to the 

child when ready to enter college. The only restrictions 

to this fund were that the child never be convicted of a 

crime and that he must live in Dodge City from birth until 

the time he entered college. This plan was investigated 

by various lawyers and 1 t was found that such a plan would 

not be legal as it would set up a perpetual trust fund. 2 

1Last Will and Testament of George M. Hoover, 
Sectionnfne, Office of ProbateJudge, Dodge City, Kansas. 

2rnterview with H.F. Schmidt, May 2, 1939. 
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All of these activities have served to indicate 

the character and interests of Mr. Hoover, but they do not 

tell the entire story. He had the personality and patience 

with people and their problems that made him the friend 

of practically all with whom he had business dealings. He 

would go to a business meeting and sit quietly in an in

conspicuous place and listen to the discussion of the 

people interested and then he would express his views~ He 

would then return to his seat and remain silent until the 

issues were decided. 1 The hardships and problems of the 

frontier had made Mr. Hoover into the type ,·of man that any 

comnru.nity would welcome. He was typical of the pioneer on 

the plains of Kansas and he was one of the few men that 

believed the future of his friends should be provided -for 

through the money he had accumulated while in business 

among them. 

1rnterview with Miss Nellie Sughrue, May 25, 1939. 



CHAPTER VII 

MR. HOOVER I S GIFT TO DODGE CITY 

Mr. Hoover had lived most of his life in Dodge 

City and he had spent a great deal of his time and money 

for the benefit of the people who lived there. He had 

taken part in politics, both city and state, and he had 

been in business from the day of his arrival. Mr. Hoover 

had played an important part in the early development of 

the city but because of his dislike for publicity a complete 

account of his activities can never be written. He had 

made a large part of his money in the saloon business and 

in the banking business but the desire to be of service to 

the people of Dodge City had caused him to accept public 

office. A la:rge part of his life had been spent in acti

vities that would benefit those people that lived in that 

comnru.nity. 

Mr. Hoover had been 111 for about a year prior 

to his death on July 15, 1914. He had been confined to the 

hospital for several months and he felt that he would never 

return to an active business life again. Mra. Hoover had 

p~eceeded him in death by about three months and as they 

had no children Mr. Hoover's city by adoption, Dodge City, 

received most of his property. As has been stated in a 

previous chapter of this dissertation the income from this 
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estate was to be used as a park and cemetery fund. 

Mr. Hoover had lived a plain and unassuming life 

and he. wished to have his final rites handled in like 

manner. A few days before his death he requested that no 

sermon be preached at his funeral but that his old friend 

W. J. Fitzgerald should make a short talk and this plan was 

followed. 1 Mr. Hoover was not a man to do things that 

would create talk or attract attention but at their ·own 

request both Mr ·. and Mrs. Hoover were buried with their 

heads to the north.2 

Mr. Hoover's will was probated on March 17, 19143 , 

and H. R. Brown and H.B. Wolfe were appointed executors 

as provided in the. will.4 Mr. Hoover's personal property 

was sold at public auction on September 2, 1914, and 

brought a total of $6 58 .35. Most of the other property 

consisted of real estate, notes, mortgages, and various 

kinds of stocks and bonds. Included in these stocks were 

lfue Dodse City Globe, July 16, 1914. 

2The only statement that might account for this 
difference in the position of their graves is a statement 
that Mr. Hoover made when he said that he wanted always 
to have the sun shine in his face. 

3 File 1370, Office of the Probate Court, Dodge City, 
Kansas. -

4Last Will and Testament of G. M. Hoover, Office of 
the Probate-Judge-;-Dodge City,Kansas. 
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ene hundred and fifty-one shares of stock in the State 

Bank of Dodge City. These stocks were estimated to have 

a eash value of. $192 .77 per share •1 

The executors tried to get the estate settled 

as soon as possible but a great many problems had to be 

solved and considerable time was required before a final 

report of the estate could be made. His real estate 

holdings were widely scattered over the State of Kansas 

and some of his stocks had little or no value. Mr. Wolfe 

made an estimate of the estate in July, 1914, and said that 

the total value was about two hundred thousand dollars of 

which about one-third was in real estate and the other 

two-thirds in stocks, bonds, notes, mortgages, and personal 

property.2 

The first bequests made in the will were settled 

as soon as possible and on February 26, 1915, sixty-six 

thousand dollars was paid out to relatives.3 Other bequests 

that were paid by October 1915 wer~: seven thousand 

dollars to the churches, ten thousand dollars for the 

pavilion, and miscellaneous expenses such as taxes and 

1F11e 1370, Office of Probate Court, Dodge City, Kansas 
2 
Ibid., July 31, 1914. 

3Journal 5, pp. 134-136, Office of Probate Cou~t, 
Dodge City, Kansas 
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executor fees. The largest single cash payment that was 

made before the final settlement of the estate was twenty

five thousand dollars which was turned over to the city on 

September 8, 1916. 1 

The final distribution of the Hoover Estate was 

made by the Probate Judge on ugust 17, 191'7, 2 and the 

city accepted their share of the estate the same day.3 

Among. the things of interest in the share ·of the esta-te 

accepted by the city were a coin collection, 4 a Howard 

watch, a very beautiful hand carved watch chain, watch 

charms, and a tie pin. These things are on display in the 

office of the 6ity Clerk. 

1 Journal 5, pp. 197, 198, 240, 540, Office of the 
Probate Judge,-Dodge City, Kansas 

2 Ibid., p. 540. 

3 Order Accepting G. M. Hoover Bequest, Office of 
City Clerk, Dodge City-;- Kansas:-

Coin Collection 

AMERICAN 

1 Fifty cent paper bill 
1 Ten cent paper bill 
1 $2.50 gold coin (1891) 
1 Columbian half-dollar (1892) 
1 Half-dime (1861) 
1 Three cent coin (1865) 
1 Two cent coin (1864} 
1 Indian Penny (1886) 
2 Large pennies (1852,1801) 

24 Lincoln pennies (1909) 

FOREIGN 

1 Canadian 25 cent bill 
5 Canadian cents 
1 Canadian dime ( 1896) 
1 Nova Scotia cent (1864) 
1 Six pence (1864) 
1 Four pence (1854) 
1 Hong Kong five cent 

(1888) 
1 two centavo (1~06) 
1 five centavo {1870) 
2 Japanese two sen 
1 Japanese one sen 
1 Japanese five sen 
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The estate included a great many bonds , notes, 

mortgages , and a considerable amount of cash. The city 

received the following from the estate . 1 

Cash••••••••••••••••·•·•••••••••••••••·•• $41,219.12 

Certificate 107, Ford County Building 
and Loan Association ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,000.00 

Mortgages and Notes •••••••••••••••••••••• 17,015.00 · 

18 Ford County Court House and Jail 
Bonds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · ••• 

School Bond, District 37 , Ford County •••• 

20 Shares of Stock, Bank Savings Life 
Insurance Company, Topeka, Kansas ••••••••• 

20 Shares of Stock , Loche Mercantile 
Company, Dodge City••••••••·••••••••••••• 

United States Bankruptcy Court , 
Collected••••••••••••••••••••·••••••••••• 

. Dodge City Alfalfa Mill, Stock ••••••••••• 

4 Small Notes •••••••••••••••••·••·••••••• 

Other Ca sh •• .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

18,000.00 

300.00 

2,500.00 

2,000.00 

640 .6~ 

100.00 

303.95 

4,500.00 

It has been stated before in this dissertation 

that Mr . Hoover spent considerable money in speculation 

and particularly in the development of new industries on 

the frontier. Mr. Hoover had been one to take . chances on 

frontier projects and he had made some good investments 

but had also accumulated a great many stocks that were 

1 
Order Acceptin~ G. M. Hoover Bequest, Office of 

City Clerk, Dodge Ci y-; Kansas . 
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worthless when the city got possession of them. The City 

Clerk, R. A. Pittman, recently wrote to the various states 

in which these companies had existed and asked them for 

a statement of the condition of each company. In practi

cally every case the report was that the company had 

ceased to exist. 1 These worthless stocks i~clude almost 

all kinds of promotion and development schemes. The 

companies are listed as follows:2 

10,005 Shares, the House Gas, 011 and Coal Company, 
( yoming), par ten cents. 

3,000 Shares, Calera Gold Mining Company, par $1.00. 

3 Shares, Kansas-Colorado Railroad Company, par $1,000. 

666 Sharest. Gilpin and Cripple Creek Gold Mining . 
Company, par , 1.00 •. 

32 Shares, S~dicate Lands and Irrigation Corporation, 
(Colorado), par $100.00. 

9 Shares, Buffalo Jones Cata.lo Company, (Arizona}, 
par $100. 

1 1000 Shares, Percival Copper Mining Company, (Arizona}, 
par :i,100. 

40 Shares, Percival Copper Company, (Maine), par $10.00. 

50 Shares, Kansas and Neutral Colonization and Town 
Company Association, 1896, par $100.00. 

100 Shares, Ford County Fair and Driving Park Asso
ciation, par $1.00. 

1rnterview with R. A. Pittman, May 18, 1939, County 
Clerk, Dodge City, Kansas. 

2Hoover Fund Files, Office of the City Clerk, Dodge 
City, Kansas.-
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25 Shares, Dodge City Commercial Club, par $1.00. 

2 Shares, Omaha, Dodge City and Southern Railway 
Company, par $100.00. 

At various times residents of the city and the 

City Council have questioned the legality of Mr. Hoover's 

will on the basis that it established a perpetual trust 

fund and this is riot legal in the State of Kansas. On 

June 5, 1920, the Supreme Court of Kansas handed down ·a 

decision on a similar case at Anthony, Kansas. W. E. 

Treadwell of Anthony, Kansas, had left a sum in trust to 

the City of Anthony and the income from the fund was to be 

used to supply the needy of the city with food and fuel, 

and to help pay for those in the city that were suffering 

from cancer. The case had been appealed to the Supreme 

Court of the State of Kansas where it had been declared 

legal. 1 As a result of this similar case and the decision 

of the court the City Council of Dodge City passed the 

following resolution for the benefit of future councils. 

Resolution 

VVhereas, Mr. George M. Hoover, now deceased, was 
a prominent, influential and highly respected citizen, 
of the City of Dodge City, Kansas, for some forty 
years prior to his death in 1914, and accumulated a 
fortune of no mean proportions; and 

1commission Journal~, p. 166, Office of the City 
Clerk, Dodge City, Kansas. 
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Whereas, by the terms of his last will and testament, 
Mr. Hoover bequeathed the residue of his estate, 
amounting to prac tica.lly $100,000 to the City of Dodge 
City, and expressly directed in said will that s~id 
fund be kept intact to be invested for the use of the 
city, and the income only arising therefrom be -used in 
beautifying and adorning the city, including the parks 
and cemeteries; and 

1Nh.ereas, it is believed by some of the citizens of 
Dodge City that the perpetuation of said fund is 
illegal, and that, notwithstanding the expressed 
terms of said will and the limitations placed upon 
the use of' said fund by the testator, - the said fund 
should be used for purposes other than those set 
forth in said will. 

Now, therefore, Be It Resolved by the Mayor and 
Commissioners of said City, in Regular Session, that 
it is the sense of' this Commission that the use of 
said legacy for any purposes other than those ex
pressed in the will would be an act of bad faith upon 
the part of th~ city; and that, whether the saia be
quest for the expressed purpose be legal or illegal, 
the fund should be kept intact and the income there
from used, in strict accordance with the terms of 
said will. 

Adopted by unanimous vote of the commission. 
July 21, 1920.1 

A. newspaper copy of the decision in the W. E. Treadwell 

ease had been pasted to the page in the Connnission journal 

that contained this resolution.2 Since that time it has 

been the policy of the city officials to handle the fund 

as the will stated it should be. 

1Commission Journal B, p. 166, Office of the City 
Clerk, Dodge City, Kansas: 

2Ibid. -
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The Hoover Fund is today almost entirely in 

Dodge City Municipal bonds. These city bonds dat~ from 

1922, and include a total investment of sixty-se.ven 

thousand dollars. Twenty-six thousand four hundred dollars 

are invested in mortgages and notes which includes a loan 

of ten thousand dollars to the Southwest Free Fair 

Association. All the real estate has been sold except for 

forty aeres that is located in Wilson County, Kansas, and 

this land is of very little value.1 

Mr. Hoover had set up a fund for the use of 

Dodge City and in the past it has been used as he desired 

it to be in the beautification of the city parks and 

cemetery. He had been a leader in the political develop

ment of the city and the Southwest and he had learned to 

appreciate the pioneer efforts that had made this frontier 

town the largest city in southwestern Kansas. He had 

engaged in various businesses in Dodge City and he wanted 

to see the city made beautif'ul so that business and 

pleasure might be combined to make it a better place in 

which to live. This has been the principle that has guided 

the city in park improvement. 

1Report E.f ~ Custodian .2£. the Hoover~' March 

· 1939, Office of the City Clerk, Dodge City, Kansas. 



BIBLIOGRAPlUCAL NOTE 

The history of George Merritt Hoover fa based on 

primary sources with side lights and details added through 

the use of secondary sources. By checking the result·s of 

these sources against each other this dissertation has been 

written with the feeling that its contents are true as far 

as the facts are available. 

The primary sources used in this account are 

numerous but scattered. The facts in his public life were 

obtained through the cooperation of various city, .county, 

and state officers who have the actual records. -The details 

of his local activities were recorded in the offices of the 

probate judge, county clerk, and the register of deeds. 

These officials furnished records of his activities as 

mayor of Dodge City and as Representative in the state 

legislature, as well as the disposal of his estate 

following his death. 

The Dodge City Globe and other newspapers that 

preceded it were in a complete file at Dodge City giving, 

however, a rather meager record of his activities. The 

Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas, had the 

only obtainable files of~ Dodge CitI Democrat, Kansas 

Cowboy. and the Dodge City Times. These newspapers gave 

a different angle to the information on Mr . Hoover than 
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that given by~ Dodge City Globe because they gave the 

opposite view politically. The Dodge City Journal had 

some secondary accounts that gave additional detail to 

various phases of the history and these were used in this 

account. 

A rather· complete record of Mr. Hoover's 

business transactions and interests over a period of years 

was given in the personal record books of the various 

businesses in which he was engaged. The Saloon Journal 

.2!, G. M. Hoover gave a daily record of saloon sales over 

a period of t hirty months and was very valuable in showing 

the -source of h is wealth. ~Corporation~ had a 

record of the minutes and financial statements of the bank 

during the early years of its existence and it indicates 

t he success that Mr. Hoover obtained as a frontier banker. 

The Record ~.2! Minutes of the Dodge City Development 

Company gave valuable information on his real estate 

interests and his desire to help Dodge City and that com

munity. Other letters from the Secretary of State and the 

Banking Commissioner, Topeka, Kansas, furnished necessary 

data in regard to his participation in corporations and 

banks. 

Local color and side lights were added through 

interviews with people who had personally associated with 

him i n business and social activities. Interviews with 

H.F. Schmidt, Richard Evans, S. P. Reynolds, and 
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c. M. States were of special value as these men had many 

personal dealings with Mr. _Hoover. Other interviews were 

added to this information and served to corroborate 

details and facts given by those best acquainted with him. 

Books and letters furnished the sources of· 

secondary infor~ation in addition to the newspapers. 

William H. Donohoe, a nephew or Mr. Hoover 's, gave in a 

letter the information that could be obtained on his early 

life. Stuart N. Lake in his book , Wyatt Earp . Frontier 

Marshall , gave a colorful account of law enforcement 

during the time Mr . Hoover was Mayor of Dodge City, and 

books by A. T. Andreas , William E . Connelly, and Frank W. 

Blackmar gave additional evidence on official history of 

the period. 
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AP.PENDIX 

An Act 

Making an appropriation for the Kansas State Soldiers·' 
Home at Dodge City, for the deficiency for the year ending 
June 30, 1891. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Kansas: 

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Stat·e Treasury not otherwise appropriated, · 
the sum of Six thousand and three hundred and seventy-five 
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, to supply 
the deficiency for the maintainence of the Kansas Soldiers' 
Home at Dodge City for the remainder of the year ending 
June 30th, 1891. 

Section 2. The money appropriated in the foregoing 
section shall be expended as follows, viz: For subsistance, 
the sum of five thousand ($5,000) dollars; for salary and 
pay of the employees, six hundred and twenty-five ( $62-5) 
dollars, or so much thereof for each item as shall be 
necessary to discharge all just claims that may be law
fully incurred for the remainder of the present fiscal 
year. 

Section 3. The Auditor of the State is hereby 
directed to draw his warrants upon the treasurer of the 
State for the paJ'lllent of any sums hereby appropriated, 
upon presentation of the proper voucher therefor, after 
the taking effect of this act. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its publication in the official state 
pa.per .1 

_ 1copy of House Bill number 366, 1891. This bill 
was introduced by Mr. Hoover . 
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