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PREFACE 

The writer has had an interest in missionaries and 

missionary work since early boyhood . As he was reared in a 

mi nister ' s family, he came in c ontact with many furloughed 

missionaries that were invited into the home. Because of 

the impression received from these splendid Christian people 

he was inspired to find out more about their work and began 

a wide reading experience that gave him a broad and quite 

detailed knowledge of missionary activity throughout the 

world since its beginning . His interest was, no doubt, mag

nified by the fact that both his parents were well read and 

vitally interested in missionary activities . It was in early 

college days that the writer definitely decided to go into 

foreign missionary work . if a way opened to enable such an 

adventure . Since that day his whole heart and mind have 

constantly been centered on this goal of self dedication to 

a people of another land and another tongue. It was during 

the last months of his seminary course (1928) that he re

ceived appointment to Chile by the Presbyterian Board of 

Foreign Missions, and the fall of that same year he arrived 

at his field of work . 

The past six years of residence and close contact 

with the religious work of Chile has given the writer many 
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valuable experiences and opened his eyes to some of the needs 

of the .church of that land. As a new man on the field, · and 

not able to take up any definite program until he had learned 

the language, he was able to observe the work of the church 

as an outsider, or at least a non-participator, and therefore 

able t o see faults that many of those active in the work 

could not see . To many of those who are engrossed in their 

work, faults become commonplace, and are accepted as natural 

and unavoidable consequences of circumstances. s soon as 

the writer was prepared, ,he was thrown into the work with full 

responsibility, and as a participator, came in very close con 

tact with the work, especially in the evangelistic field. 

This enabled him to become absorbed into the life of the 

people of Chile in a very vital way and to feel with them 

their likes and dislikes, their joys and their sorrows. He 

has spent a great deal of his time living in the homes of the 

humble class of people, the group from which is drawn the 

membership of the Evangel ical work . The information gather

ed in t h is thesis therefore, is supported by a valuable back

ground of knowledge based on a rich and practical experience. 

The collateral reading done in the gathering of material for 

this study has added a wealth of information, and throughout 

the writing of this thesis it has been proven that exper

ience supports authority and authority strengthens exper-

ience. 

The courses of study followed during this year have 

greatly helped t he writer in his preparation for this work 
V 



he expects to do upon his return to Chile. He wi s hes to ex

press his appreciation of t his help and inspiration. The t wo 

courses followed in t he department of sociology ha¥e g iven the 

writer a better understanding of the problems and needs of 

the people of Chile and he feels he can better answer these 

needs because of the basic principles of sociology he has 

f ormed under Dr. Glenn A. Bakkbm's instruction. The cla sses 

of Social Psychology and Psychology of Personality conducted 

by Dr. William H. Mikesell have helped the writer personally 

and given him an a ppreciation of t he pos s ibilities of t h ose 

with whom he will work. The Educational course under Dr. 

Earl K. Hillbrand has been of grea t value a s it has d irect 

bearing upon the specific t a sk t he writer has to perform in 

the class room upon his return to the field. The various 

courses followed in the department of Religious Education and 

Philosophy have been of inestimable value in broadening the 

writer's ba.c.kground and giving him a greater appreciation of 

the work he is doing in .connection with the church of Chile. 

The wr iter is truly indebted also to Dr. Lambertus He khuis, 

Dean of this department for hi s encourag ement and counsel 

as thesis adviser. The writer wishes to express his sincere 

gratitude for this help and inspiration. 
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CF..APTER I 

INTRODUCTION' 

In the endeavor to portray the importance of the 

study "The Church of Chile Facing an Imt11edia.te Crisis," one 

is conscious of the complexity of the situation, arising as 

a focus of many cultural and religious trends . The writer 

realizes that a clear statement of the issue and a sugges

tion of the possible avenues of development along which 

resolutions will take place is all that dare be undertaken. 

The future is of necessity veiled and only here and there 

is there the occasional indication of an emergent strain. 

The Issue. 

It has been the growing conviction on the· part of 

both the evangelical missionaries and national workers of 

Chile that for the past eight or ten years the progress of 

the religious activities of the country has fallen far short 

of what was anti-cipated. It would seem that the work is at 

a stand still, that all along the line great energy is being 

wasted in just "marking time" - turning over machinery. 

(1 ) If one makes comparison with the progress made 

by evangelical forces in other countries of South A,.~erica 

during this same period he finds that the work in Chile, 

including all denominations, is far behind other countries. 

-1-
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One wonders if this is because Chile has been backward and 

conservative or is it the fault of methods of work. It is a 

point that demands some explanation •• 

(2) Focusing one's attention to the field under con

sideration it is found that the religious life of the country 

has by no means kept apace with the advancement made in 

secular fields. It is remarkable what the Government has 

done toward the promotion of education, social service and 

modern improvements along many lines. But the spiritual 

development of the country has been sadly neglected. Is 

this because we are living in an age that is marked, not by 

philosophical thought, but by scientific achievement? Has 

the church been caught in the whirl of a world that is pre

dominately materialistic? Are these just natural conse

quences of a post-war period? Is there that pulling away 

from the church on the part of the populace of Chile so trulJ 

experienced in the churches of the United States? Such 

questions pass through one's mind when he has to face such 

problems. 

(3) Keeping within the religious arena of Chile 

itself, one finds that the evangelistic work especially has 

fallen far short of advancement. There has been no net gain 

in church membership for the past eight years. An explana

tion is not obvious, . and this has been the writer's real 

bewilderment and it stimulates the present investigation. 

As the ·writer has been closely connected with and interested 

in this phase of the evangelical work, the study is of more 
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than passing interest, in fact, it i s vital to the program 

in which he shall take part in t he next term of service. 

(4) Another question has presented itself that very 

definitely effects results of church activities. Is t here 

a proper relationship between the national and foreign 

forces working together in this enterprise? This question 

has been greatly emphasized in recent years because of the 

nationalistic spirit so predominait in the South .American 

continent. Should the foreign missionaries carry on when 

there is t his antagonistic spirit? Are the nationals will• 

ing and able to carry on the work satisfactorally them

selves? 

(5) A question the writer has· been asked on several 

occasions is one he cons i ders very legitimate. If Chile is 

a Chri s tian nation. why should the missionaries be working 

there? Are the Protestants putting up a competitive busi

ness? Are .they wanted in the country, or are they, and 

have they been mis-fits since their beginning? 

( 6} One of the predominall'f p·roblems that has pre

occupied the mind of t he writer is t he vast opportunities 

in the untouched fields of activity. Some of these fields 

are so in need. of help, it seems strange that nothing has 

been attempted to solve these particular problems long ago. 

Either workers have been content to just carry on as always 

or there hav~been too few workers to enable the attempt of 

taking .on more work than t hey are at present able to do. 

Whatever may have been t he cause, t he problem still remains 
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and is becoming more and more acute. There is no end of 

opportunities in such fields as social service, rural work, 

literary work, closer contacts with the intellectual classes, 

etc. Each untouched field seems to be sending forth the 

Macedonian call and present a real challenge to· the church. 

t 'l) The lack of spirituality is felt in the life of 

the church at large as well as in many local churches. So 

much attention has .been given to organization and pla ns and 

an effort to grow, that the spiritual blessings have been 

neager or lost entirely. There are many workers who are say• 

ing t nat this is the reason why the church is facing so many 

of these other problems as well. There is no doubt that the 

life of a religious organization is its spirituality. The 

spiritual aspects of the church must be kept alive and vital 

if the church is to continue to function as a religious 

organization. There are included in t h is problem such 

aspects as reverence and attitude of worship, beauty of the 

building, both inside and out; the type, attitude and quali

fications of the pastor, etc. This problem may seem unim

portant, but the work of the church cannot advance until it 

has been solved. 

Some critics might feel that such a close division. 

between the evangelistic work and other fields of missionary 

activities are not justifiable, calling all missionary work 

evangelistic. Sucb is the major purpose ot· all t he depar~

ments of miss i onary activity, but some work is exclusively 

evangelistic which should be as · active and as large a field 



-5-

of work as any other. However, it is becoming more and more 

the conviction that the literary, social service, medical 

and educational departments are not tor the sole purpose ot· 

keeping a constant flow ot' membership into the church, but 

that each have a master purpose in itself. The pioneer miss• 

ionaries thought that the main purpose of the hospitals and 

schools, etc ., was to 'feed' the churches subo"ldinate to 

that of teaching a~d healing . Today the main purpose of 

these organizations is to help subjects live a 'more abun

dant' life without that emphasis on the church. 

There are many activities of evangelical Protestant 

work the results of which, because of their nature, cannot 

be measured by any nwnerical yard-stick. Many results canno·. 

be seen in concrete form. Some influences made by personal 

contacts or otherwise may never be heard of, but these 

lives have been blessed and they will go on helping others 

live better. Just how many lives are influenced in this 

way is unknown and one can only make a hypothetical esti

mate. This has been one of the discouraging features of the 

work. It has been ~impossible to count in actual numbers all 

the results of efforts made, and workers have been deceived 

thinking that little has come from these years of work. 

On the other hand numbers do count for something and 

we must depend on them as one means of determining the 

amount of success in even missionary fields of work. In 

using, · therefore, the number test it gives one very little 

for which he should rejoice. Results bear strong testimony 
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against the methods used. Before criticism dare be placed 

on putside f orces as the causes of the apparent stagnation 

of the Evangel i cal work there must be a thorough self

analysis of the methods at work within the immediate field 

in question. One is inclined to believe that the trouble is 

internal and our best approach will be in dissecting the 

present methods of doing things that an acid test, as well 

as a nwnber test may be made. 

The Approach. 

Ess ential to a study of this sort is the analysis 

of thes~: problems as well as the underlying causes that have 

contributed to the current situation. In the first place 

one needs to know how they have been formed, the cause and 

the changes that have taken place that have -produced them. 

Each minor detail that may have contributed to such a situa

tion should be brought to light. It may not be possible to 

find those things which are really contributory to answer

ing these questions. It may be found that a wrong approach 

has been made and he will have to start again looking at it 

from another angle. Or one may even be deceived in what he 

thinks to be contributions in the production of such pro

blems in that they really are contributions. At any rate 

every angle possible must be taken in order to clear the 

mind and assure ones.elf that every r esource has been used 

toward finding a s~lution to these problems presented in 

the foregoing paragraph. 

(1) There may be great value in a historical study 

I 

I 
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of the race and of the nation that will bring forth factors 

of enormous weight not only as to the caus e of t hese problems 

but also to the solution of them. The first approach there

fore, will be to bring forth those social-cultural influences 

that have contributed to the development of the race especi

ally in a religious way, since the beginning of the Spanish 

invasion into South .America. A sociological study of these 

people will help one understand their thoughts, their ideals, 

their standards, their idiosyncrasies, and bring forth their 

weaknesses as well as their strengths as a race. It may evez 

reveal differences of ethical standards, and characteristics 

between the national and forei gner brought about by distinct 

background and training. Each having a different outlook on 

certain principles, precepts and methods naturally make it 

hard, at times, to understand each other and even difficult 

to work together. It is hoped that it may be possible to 

point out those innate characteristics of the race which 

gives them such unique identification which contribute great, 
a 

ly in the development of a religious · temper;nent upon which 

a religious organization builds and thrives. There will be 

an attempt to discover those rich qualities of mind and soul 

that make the Chilean people so deeply endowed with emotion

al and spiritual instincts which lend fruitful soil upon 

which to build such a church. There is therefore, a double 

purpose of this historical study; one is that profit may be 

made out of mistakes, and another is to choose those splen

did ~th~ic and national characteristics upon which to build 
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a possible Chilean Church, that will call forth its own 

talents and satisfy its own longings, and that will contri

bute to a national religion which will be a -country, Christ

ian in truth and not only in name. A rapid but conclusive 

survey of the important historical events will roll back the 

curtain and reveal to the reader the platform upon which 

this story will be played. A study of the innate character

istics brought about by the fusion of Spanish and Indian 

blood into a Chilean race will give him the unique characters 

that will play the important parts in this study. The social 

and cultural conditions will give him the scenery and set the 

different shades of light from a dark crimson of suffering 

and servitude to the bright glow of a glorious dawn • .And the 

religious thread winding in and out through the story will be 

the theme around which the argument is based. 

(2) The second approach to be made will be a study 

of the social developmen~ of the country. This study goes 

hand in hand with the former historical approach and the two 

will be found to coincide at certain points, for in the stud, 

of the development of the nation and characteristics of a 

race throughout their history, social conditions are necess

arily involved, and viea versa in a study of the social pro

gress of a national chronological sequence takes place 

parallelling the events of history. It should be borne in 

mind however, that they are very distinct in nature and 

each equally contribute to the study of the religious nature 

of a people. In order to understand a man 's religion one 
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must know his job, his friends, his economic condition, his 

social status and his domestic as well as private life. Thus 

a study of the social conditions of Chile are not out of 

place. In fact it will be of great value in determining the 

environmental conditions and the cultural progress of the 

Chilean people which have effected their whole life. 

Consequently it needs to be said that the Chileans 

are different than any of the other Latin American people. 

The fact that they are an isolated people from other parts 

of South America by an arid desert in the north and the high 

Andes on the east has made them a very homogeneous people. 

They were one of the first to receive their independence of 

all the South Ame~ican Republics. It has been one of the 

most peaceful nations having but few revolutions since that 

time. It has one of the most stable governments at present. 

Chile is one of the richest countries in the world in salt

peter and copper ore. Since the world war it has made the 

most rapid progress of all the Latin American countries. It 

is remarkable, almost unbelievable what the government has 

done toward, education, health, sanitation, and uplift of the 

laboring class in the past few years. The doors are wide 

open to all foreigners, some of which have contributed great

ly toward the progress and raising of the standards of the 

country. As to climate the central section, where the bulk 

of the people live is ideal, as to beauty the south central 

territory is un-surpassed. 
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In spite of all these assets Chile has many lia

bilities. Although it is one of the richest countries of th.

continent in ores, it today is one of the heaviest in debt. 

In the main it has always been a poverty stricken country, 

the wealth and power being in the hands of a few. Class 

distinction is still quite marked but if it were not for the 

great difference of economic status this would rapidly break 

down. In spite of all the government has done for health 

and sanitation the infant death rate still remains the high

est in the world. Adults a.re strong and sturdy however and 

good workers, but lack initiative and originality. They are 

quick at learning and have adopted much of the culture and 

customs of European countries. The industrial, agricultural 

and commerica.l life ha"S~ been developed greatly by suc;h out

side influence. The domestic life is very different from 

that of the North Americans, and to a '¥'ankee' as they call 

him, it hardly seems conducive to proper and best social 

relationships. These are all · broad statements that will 

have to be proven later in the thesis proper, but very vital 

social contributions effecting the religious thought and be

havior of the people. 

(3} The most interesting and most vital of all will 

be the religious approach. This, because of its importance . 

must necessarily be d·ivided into several sections of primary 

value essential to t his subject. Again we go back into 

history and pick up this thread of thought beginning with 

the first dwellers of the land. There is very little known 



-11-

about their religious beliefs and customs. But because of 

-the primitive life of most of them in the early days . and 

some of them even today, they p-resent the weak background 

upon which the race has had to build. Another section will 

be given to the Catholic faith • . Chile as all other South 

American c·ountries has been predominantly Catholic since the 

invasion of the Spaniards into the continent. For centuries 

the church and the State were one and the Catholic was the 

only recognized faith by law for many years. So it goes 

without saying that this approach is one of the most essen

tial in determining the cause of the immediate religious 

cris*s that is being faced today in Chile. Just what the 

assets and liabilities of the Catholic church have been a.nd 

are at present bring much weight upon the topic under con-. 

sideration. Another section will be given to the assets and 

liabilities of the Protestant work. The numerous questions 

mentioned in the ISSUE present exactly what will have to be 

faced frankly in this section. The relationship between 

Catholicism and ProtestantismL must be freely discussed. 

attempting to put aside all prejudices. Denominational re

lationship within the Protestant grouping, a comparative 

study with other countries of similar conditions, the wide 

gap between secular and religious advancement, and a detail

ed study of the oldes.t Protestant denomination working on 

the field, must all be brought to question in an effort to 

determine why there · is the present crisis in the religious 

field. The contribution Protestantism has made has proven 



-12-

to be a great help yet these movements have been so pre

occupied with methods and plans of work that apparently more 

attention has been paid to the mechanics of organization, and 

the purpose for which each is working has been neglected. 

There are high hopes for Chile, but the educational, social, 

and, economic progress of the country has been far more rapid 

than the spiritual progress and we must know why • . There is 

no way of approaching the problem t hui to study these various 

aspects with an open mind and frank convictions. 

III The Analysis 

These different directions of approach which are 

made can be of little value in themselves toward a thesis 

project. Interesting and educational as they may b.e; they 

would produce no relation the one with the other without a 
single project or purpose·toward which they are all aiming. 

Every thesis is climaxed by a synthesis. And in order to 

synthesize this ~tudy into a coherent and purposive conclu

sion an analysis of all these findings must be made. This 

will be that which has been mentioned before as the acid 

test, to find if the Chileans have in their nature the 

quality and caliber deemed necessary for the building up and 

maintenance of an indigenous church. Polnts of comparison, 

evaluation, and relation must be measured. Similarities and 

differences, quantitative and qualitative relation, assets 

and liabilities must all be clear and synthesized in an en

deavor to formulate in the mind· a possible outlook for the 

church of Chile that will satisfy the needs and longings of 
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the hearts of the people. Perhaps it will be impossible to 

solve all these problems and answer all related questions, 

but it is hoped tha.t by t his study and analysis some light 

may be thrown on the subject, or a possi~le door may be open

ed indicating future steps to be taken, or at least to clari

fy the confused mind as to what is the real present situation 
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CHAPTER II 

HIS'rORIC.AL BACKGROUND AND ORIGIN OF THE RACE 

Historical Background 

It ie interesting to note that after America had been 

discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492, in his search for 

the Indies that the Spanish and Portuguese, rightful claimers 

of this new world , invaded and colonized the land to the 

south instead of the north. The reason for this was the fact 

that gold had been discovered on the Isthmus of Panama, where 

a small colony had been formed by Balboa in 1513, and the 

native Indians told luring stories of vast ~~ounts of this 

precious metal farther to the south along the western coast. 

This enticing news soon reached Spain and within a short time 

the great conquest of the new continent was on its way.l Up 

to this time Spain had had little interest in .America. Her 

sole desire was to find a ·new and easier way to the Indies, 

where spices and riches were found in abundance. At about the 

same time that news of gold had reached the peninsula, Her

nando de Magallanes, a Portugues~ in an endeavor to find a 

new route to the Indies made his way around the southern end 

of the South .tunerican continent, and finally (Sept. 1522) 

after three years of suffering and hardship completed the firet 

J..Luis Galdames Sstudio de la Historia de Chile pp. 28-29 
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voyage around the world. 

Though both the northern and southern extremities of 

the continent had been touched there was still a vague con

ception of the vast extent of this land 4r&- which Spain and 

Portugual each felt it had a right to claim as its own. It 

was considered at that time by all the Catholic countries of 

Europe that the Pope was rightful owner of all regions un

discovered or inhabited by unchristian barbarians. The king 

of Portugal eager to obtain first claim over all territory in 

· this western hemisphere secured a concession from a Pontiff 

over all land they might discover or conquer in this new 

world. Spain envious of this advantage obtained by Portugal 

sought and secured equal rights from another Pontiff.l The 

two church authorities however came to a final agreement 

whereby they endeavored to divide the new continent into two 

equal parts, conceding the eastern half to the Portuguese 

see and the western to the Spanish see. This imaginary line 

running from pole to pole was determined at sixty leagues or 

about one hundred and eighty miles west of the Azores Islands 

(off the western coast of Spain.) If one will bu t study the 

map he will find that their knowledge of geography was limit

ed and that it did not equally divide the continent as they 

1Luis Galdames Estudio de La Historia de Chile p. 26 
1Bobert E. Speer South .American Problems pp. 11-12 
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thought but merely set aside a very small portion of the 

country now known as Brazil. 

The stories of gold and silver t old by the Indians of 

Panama soon inspired a party of three men; the priest of the 

colony, Hernando de Luque, and two Spanish adventurers, Fran

cisco PizarrQ and Diego de Almagro, to organize a campaign 

for the purpose of exploring this unknown territory to the 

south. The priest was only involved however in providing the 

capital for the expedition, the Spaniards in giving of their , 

lives to the undertaking. After establishing camp of his 

small army of Spaniards and Indians on the coast of Peru, 

Pizarro began his conquest of the inland in the name of the 

king of Spain.l His first step was to call into council, by 

Indian messengers, Atahuallpa, the Inca of the frunous Peru

vian Indians who came 

escorted by three or four thousand of his followers, 
who were either unarmed or carr ied only short clubs 
and slings concealed under their garments. 

Pizarro's artillery and soldiers were strategically arranged. 

The interview was carried on by the priest, Vincente ·;de 

Valverde, through an interpreter. He stated briefly and dog

matically the history and tenets of the Christian faith and 

the Roman Catholic policy, and called upon Atahuallpa to be

come a Christian and to acknowledge Charles Vas his master. 

lLuis Galdames op. cit. pp. 29 
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To this extraordinary harangue the Inca pointed out to the 

priest certain difficulties he felt in the Christian religion~ 

He recognized the obvious greatness of the emperor but de

clined to accept either Christianity or Spanish sovereignty. 

He then took the Bible from the priest's hands, looked at it, 

and flung it resentfully t o the ground.l At the signal of 

attack by Pizarro 

the Spaniards rushed out from all sides, and the 
Peruvians, astonished and defenceless, were cut 
down in hundreds. Atahuallpa, treacherously 
captured, offered in ransom t he famous roomful of 
gold and silver. He fulfilled his engagement, the 
Spaniards received ~,,000,000 of bullion, but 
Pizarro still detained him until reinforcements 
should arrive from Panama. The Inca however was 
soon caught in a secret plot with his Indians to 
overthrow the Spaniards and was condemned to death 
by Pizarro.2 

Just one year later Pizarro and Almagro who had 

brought reinforcements of one hum.red and fifty men from camp 

entered and took possession of the Inca capital pl Cuzco, 

thus becoming soverigns over the great expanse of western 

territory from Panama south. 3 

As soon as the news reached Spain of Pizarro's con

quest assuring t hem of the truthfulness of the gold and 

silver stories of the Indians, the country went wild and 

enormous amounts of money were spent on boats_, equipjment 

and provisions and a great wave of thousands of Spaniards 

raced to America in se~rch of a fartune.4 

lEncyc. Brit. 
2Ibid . 
3Luis Galdames 
4Ibid 

Atahuallpa vol. 2 p. 594 

op. cit. p. 29 
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The two conquerors, equally rich from the ransom 

money received, each claimed the right to be soverign over 

the new Empire. Though Pizarro was leader of the expedition 

it was Almagro who first communicated his desires to the king 

of Spain, that he might be Governor over this territory. The 

would-be-wise king designated two hundred leagues of coast 

line to each of the adventurers, but difficulty came when 

each claimed that the wealthy city and Inca capital El Cuzco 

was within his territory. Many heated disputes ensued over 

the matter and it was finally agreed that Almagro should 

make conquest of the land to the south which would fall with

in his domain, none other than that of Chile, whiledefinite 

authority f rom the king concerning the capital was pending.l 

The Indians were always on the alert trying to win 

back their capital city. They had told fabulous and seduc

tive stories of great mountains of gold in this land to the 

south and Almagro misled by their words and wi t h all expect

ancy of finding more gold spent his whole fortune in equip

ment, provisions, and horses to outfit his campaign of but 

five hundred Spaniards.l Taking along 15,000 Peruvian Indiana 

as slaves and carriers. Marching south from Cuzco, following 

the Inca route they crossed rivers, mountains and lakes, 

suffering terribly from the intense cold winds and snow. 

After four months, ar r iving at the San Francisco pass over 

the Cordilleras, they ascended to an altitude of over 4,000 

meters, over rocks, ice and snow. Due to the high altitude 

lT.nis Galdames on. cit. n. 30 



and extreme cold of the night a sickness consisting of ter ri

fic convulsions brought the loss of 10,000 Indian lives and 

over half of their horses. The Indiana were kept on starva

tion rations and treated worse than beasts. f hey were chain

ed together in groups by an iron collar about the neck, and 

driven along by th~ lashes of a thick eather whip.1 The 

sharp rolling rocks of tue pass, (where there is no vegeta

tion what-so-ever} were so treacnerous that it is said tnat 

blood gushed from the sides, heads and hoofs of the horses, 

and the:.J.men left stained trails. At last they d~cended into 

the Copiapo valley on the western side of the Andes. The few 

soldiers surviving were so weak and poorly dressed that they 

looked like an ar! y of ghosts. But t hey had not given up, 

even against all odds and were at last in the land of Chile. 1 

When Almagro lett Peru he had made arrangements that 

ships should bring provisions down the coast f or his army and 

horses. Only one or these was able to make its way along the 

rough waters ot t he coast line, and arrive at it s uestination. 

It was a happy day tor t he soldiers when the white sails of 

the "Santiaguillo" were seen off the coast of Coquimbo.~ 

ith new equipment, plenty of food and re-newed spirits there 

began various expeditions in exploration 01· the country, 

wnicn took them as a r south as tne river Maule. It was a 

deplorable time ·or the Spaniards f or che et ·orts ot' cross-

lLuis Galdames 
2Ibid 

op. cit. 
op. cit. 

p. 31 
p. 32. 
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ing rivers and endurance of the copious rains brought them 

very little to hope for, and greater than this was t he dis

appointment of not finding gold or weal thy ci_ties. The 

Indian inhabitants of the land living t hemselves in extreme 

poverty, with almost no clothing, and great scarc"ity of food, 

and dwelling in huts made of the branches of trees with 

thatched roofs. The of ficers of Almagro's army after much 

inducement persuaded _him to return to Peru. Having lost all 

his fortune in his efforts and with no hope of ever finding 

gold in this new land they went back with no intention of 

ever returning to Chile.l 

The return was by way of the Atacama desert much less 

treacherous and painful, tho desolate, dry and waterless. 

The Indians still chained together in groups were driven long 

distances without rest, having to carry all the luggage and 

supplies. They were poorly dressed and given only a bit of 

toasted corn each day. If they became sick they were not re

leased from their chains but had to be dragged along by their 

companions. If any died rather t han go to the trouble of 

unfastening their necklace the officers would cut off their 

heads and let their bodies drop from the line. 

Such a narrative is introduced, not only to give a 

historical setting to the country under consideration, but 

to give something of the suffering and toil of both Indians 

1Luis · Galdames op. cit. p. 32 
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and Spaniards in founding the nation. Such descriptions re

veal much of the character and background of these two 

peoples which later make up the Chilean race. 

It was a great surprise to Francisco Pizarro, to re

ceive a visit from one of his most faithful officers in his 

army manifesting his desire to conquer ~· Chile and asking that 

he be named his lieutenant Governor over the country. Pizarro 

laughed in great glee at Pedro de Valdivia for since the re

turn of Diego de Almagro it was considered in all Peru that 

Chile was a country where man: ·could hardly find an existence. 

Valdivia however, was of such strong character and will , and 

had such clear visions of the possibilities in Chile that all 

of Pizarro 's arguments to dissuade him were of no avail. 

Gaining permission and promise of money to make the 

expedition, Valdivia set to work gathering together an army 

of men. But the ill-fame of Chile was so wide spread that 

he scarcely was able to get together one hundred and fifty 

men after several months of work . Finally (after about six 

months preparation) he decided t o start out with what little 

equipment and men he had, rather than give up the enterprise 

entirely. They were about ready to start out on their march 

(1540) when suddenly there arrived in the country an auda

cious Spaniard by the name of Sanchez de la Hoz , 

with a royal commission for the settlement of Chile; 
but Valdivia, equal to the occasion induced his rival 
to provide a co~ple of ships, equip a force with fifty 

-horses, supplies, arms etc., and agreed to meet him 
at a· small port just north of the Atacama desert. The 
appointment wae kept but as soon as the new arrival 
went ashore Valdivia arrested him, made him sign a 
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renunciation of his claims to leadership and 
henceforth obliged him to serve as a common 
soldier.! 

The route taken was the same as that by which Al

magro had returned to Peru, through the Atacama desert , so 

their suffering and loss of life was comparatively nothing 

as to that of Almagro in crossing t he treacherous mountains 

at high altitude. In Valdivia's company there were less 

than two hundred Spaniards , and about one thousand Peruvian 

Indians including women and children. There was but one 

brave Spanish woman in the group, Inez Su~rez, who accompan

ied Pedro de Valdivia. The adverturers took with them those 

most appropriate utensils for the colonization of the coun

try; European seeds, principally wheat; domestic animals, 

hogs and chickens especially, and a collection of cultivat

ing tools.2 

Seven months after their departure they arrived in 

the valley of Copiapo the first fertile valley to the north. 

Here Valdivia took possession of the country in the name of 

his king.2 Almagro had so ill-treated the Indians of Chile 

in the first entrance that Valdivia's company was not very 

heartily welcomed. The Indians hid their provisions and 

dressed wretchedly that they might easier cajole the Span

iards to desist in the settlement of their land. Valdivia 

1L. E·. Elliott 
2Luis Galdames 

Chile 
op. cit. 

P• 
p. 43 
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discovered their hidden provisions and took these by force. 

Continuing their march southward, they established 

camp in the early part of 1541 in the Mapocho valley at the 

foot of a hill called Huelen by the Indians, but called 

Santa Lucia by Pedro de Valdivia. Here the first city of the 

country was established and to this day it has stood as the 

capital of Chile. A few days after their arrival Valdivia 

called an assembly of . the Indians at whi ch time he told them 

that in the name of God and by order of the king of Spain he 

came to settle this territory:- if they did not molest the 

Spaniards, they would be treated as friends, if to the con

trary they caused any disturbance, they would be treated as 

enemies, until they were all annihilated.I 

It is interesting to note that these companions of 

Valdivia received a very different impression of the country 

than did those of Almagro. 

The clear blue sky, the forest and fields covered 
with vegetation and abundance of beautiful flowers, 
the pleasing temperate climate at that time of the 
year when spring was changing to summer made them 
think that this region must be the most beautiful 
and most fertile in the world.l 

Work was soon begun in the small gold mine of Marga

Marga and orders to build a sea vessel were given in order 

that communication might be made wi th Peru. The Indians how

ever did not prove to be very peaceful. Killing the Spanish 

officers in charge of these endeavors they destroyed all the 

. 1Luis Galdames op. cit. pp. 43-44 



-25-

work that had been accomplished. One night, j~st seven 

months after beginning the construction of the city of Santia·~ 

go, the Indians besieged the city killing four Spanish sol

diers and more than twenty horses and set fire to all the 

buildings. It was a total loss, even of equipment and pro

visions. It is said that of the domestic animals brought 

along only three pigs and two hens were saved, and of wheat 

but two or three hands full. {Sept. 1541). The city was 

rapidly reconstructed, this time out of adobe and tile and 

surrounded by a wall.1 

New equipment and more men were needed and six men 

were sent back to Peru over land to ask for help. They were 

captured by the Indians however and kept prisoners for months. 

Only one escaped with his life and he went on to Peru alone. 

Enticing Pizarro with a little gold he had taken along, he 

succeeded to the extent that soon a ship of cargo and three 

hundred men were on their way to Chile. 

Little by little Valdivia made his way southward in 

his efforts to establish new cities. The disturbance of the 

Indiana by surprise attacks were always a great hinderance to 

their work, and kept the Spaniards in fear and on the lookout 

at all times. The city of Concepcion on the border of the 

Araucanian Indian territory was destroyed three different 

times, and at one false alarm of approaching Indians the in-

1Luis · Galdames op. cit. p. 45 
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habitants fled to Santiago. Pedro de Valdivia himself lost 

his life in one of these attacks by the Indians. 

The Araucanians have always been famous for their 

fierceness, strength and end~rance, and it is said they are 

the only Indian tribe that have never been conquered. Among 

them we find such brave characters as Lautaro, Caupolicln and 

Tucapel. It was during these attacks that there began the 

seizure of white women and children by the Indians. 
The courage with. which many Spanish wives accompani
ed their husbands did not save them from the huts 
of the wild natives, and the children . bornr. in course 
of time of Indian fathers by European mothers were 
so numerous that certain tribes became noted1 for 
their fair skins, pink cheeks and blue eyes. 

As time went on other Spanish rulers came as Gover

nors of Chile and . cities were established in this southern 

section right in the heart of Araucanian territory such as; 

Imperial, Valdivia, Villarrica and Angol. But it was always 

the feeling of the captain of the invading army 

that the natives were never more than momentarily 
beaten, that they ros.e behind him when his troops 
passed from one region to another, and that almost 
any fort could be overwhelmed by the extraordinary 
numbers that the savage chiefs brought into field. 
The tactics of the Araucanians upon the battlefield, 
of attacking in great numbers, but keeping back 
enormous quantities of men who came forward when the 
first army was rolled back by Spanish guns , were dis
heartening; every s ettlement remained

2
in a constant 

state of seige, perpetually harassed . 

By the time that Martin Garcia 6nez de Loyola succeed
ed to the Governorship in 1592 the endless wars with 
the Araucanians had become bit t erly unpopular; the 

1L. E. El;Liott 
2Ibid 

Chile 
op. cit. 

p. 30 
pp . 3G-33 
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Indians had gathered new audacity under the 
'toqui' Paillamacu, and with him Onez tried 
to make treaty. Hope was also placed in the 
pacifying influence of Jesuits, who entered 
in 1593, but these first missionaries were 
killed, and an armed force sent south in 1598 
was wiped out, the Governor Onez being among 
the slain. 

After the terrible battle with the Indians near 

Chillan with great slaughter of both men and beasts, Fran

cisco de Zuniga, t hen Governor of Chile, 

attempted to make a definite peace, holding the 
celebtated first 'Parliament of ~uillin' in 1641, 
the second Parliament ot ~uillin was held in 1647, 
with reiterated understanding that the Araucan
ians were to be recognized as owners of indepen
dent territory south of the Bio Bio, ·but not to 
invade territory to the north. A third peace meet
ing was held in 1650 and thenceforth it became cus
tomary for each new Governor of Chile to call a 
meeting at the Bio Bio border, where he repaired 
in state, met t t.1ousnads of Araucaniana, · feasted 
them for several days and gave presents, with 
mutual compliments and speech making.l 

This did not entirely prevent trouble and constant 

danger and fear. 

At one time when a disastrous rising of all the 
Indians, supposedly converted and friendly, took 
place between the Maule and Bio Bio rivers; four 
hundred farms were burned, Concepcipn ·besieged, 
and enormous quantities of cattle, women and 
children taken to Araucania. 

Until 1881 the troops of the Republic struggled with 

these Indians, which never acKnowledged defeat, but were 

finally obliged to accept certain conditions. Since then the 

Indians have been confined to their own territory, where thel 

lL. E. Elliott op. cit. pp. 35-36 



practically enjoy freedom of action.l Such endurance, 

strength and determination on the part of these Indians never 

to release their beloved country, and the suffering, patient 

struggling, and resolution of the Spaniards to conquer their 

newly adopted land give us something to admire in -their 

strong and sturdy character, and their never weakening will 

to win even under circwnstances unbelievingly bearable. Of 

such steel the Chilean race was molded . 

In spite of all odds the country grew and prospered 

as is seen by the following quotation from Elliot t: 

Nevertheless, outside the troubled zone Chile prosper
ed; the Spanish colony grew from 1700 in 1630 to 
30,000 in 16?0. Vineyards and olive-groves were plant
ed. The wine of Chile became so famous that it was 
shipped all the way to Panama, Mexico and Central 
America, to Paraguay and Argentina. 2 

As time went on these people learned to love their 

adopted land more and more . And as their number increased 

and they became more independent a strong spirit of national

ism developed and Chile to.ok steps to secure her freedom 

from the mother land. As early as 1810 allegience to Spain · 

was renounced, and a constitutional act was passed in 1812. 

This was but a beginning however and other colonies of Spain 

in this New World caught tr1is same spirit of independemce 

and took similar steps. With such a common enterprise on the 

part of many colonies there developed several outstanding 

historical figuit!es as Simdn Bol1va.r and Jose de San Martin as 

1webater E. Browning The West Coast Republics of South 
America p. 22 

2L. E. Elliott op. cit. pp. 35-36 

• 
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continental liberators, taking important shares in securing 

the freedom for many of these New Republics. Both Bolivar 

and San Mart!n played important roles in the liberation of 

Chile. · In fact complete liberty was not assured until San 

Mart{n crossed the Andes with a small army on the -12th of 

February 1817, defeated the royalists in the battle of Cha

cabuco. A decisive and final battle was won on the plains of 

Maip~, near Santiago, . on t he 5th of April 1818 . It was on 

this occasion that the half Iri sh Chilean O'Higgins, later to 

become the first president of Chil~ finally broke the power 

of the Spanish army. Since that time the country has enjoy

ed complete independence under a republican form of govern

ment. 

Two or t hree important historical events have taken 

place tha t are worthy of mention which reveal s omething of 

their foreign and internal difficulti es but which on the 

whole manifest a spirit of comparative tranquillity of the 

country through all t hese years. 

The f irst of t hes e events was the War of the Pacific, 

1879-1883. During this conflict Chile defeated t he combined 

forces of Bolivia and Peru in an endeavor to extend her 

territory and t ake possession of t he rich nitrate fields of 

the province of Tarapaca belonging to Peru and the region 

around about Antofagasta then a part of Bolivia. ·This was 

at first a naval conflict in which the Chileans showed much 

skill. In the battle of Iqui que on the 21st of May, 1879, 

Chile defeated the Peruvian ships and Arturo Prat became a 
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national hero as he gave his life for his country. The last 

enemy battleship was taken on October the 8th of that same 

year and the opponents naval power was extinguished. The war 

was then carried on by land, and the Chilean troops finally 

occupied Lima, t he capital of Peru, and f orced that country 

to sign the ''treaty of Ancon" in October 1883 which definite

ly ceded to Chile the Province of Tarapaca. The Province of 

Tacna to the north of _Tarapaca (consisting of two departments 

of Tacna and Arica) was to remain under the control of Chile 

until 1893, wh~n by a plebiscite the inhabitants should de

termine to which country they desired to belong. This ple

biscite was never taken and the matter was never definitely 

settled until, by mutual agreement , an arbitrary settlement 

was made in 1930 which the United States was called upon to 

negotiate. The department of Tacna was returned to Peru and 

Arica remained with Chile . Bolivia lost the Province of 

Antofagasta as she withdrew her forces early in the war , but 

free railway right-of-way to the Pacific coast was ceded to 

her in the 1930 agreement. 

The second outstanding event took place a few years 

following the close of the Pacific War, when the Republic 

was thrown into revolution in 1890 against it's president, 

Jose Manuel Balmaceda. There was great confusion among the 

political parties, and the resulting lack of di}ipline 

brought about a very unstable government. President Balma

ceda ·finding himself in conflict dismissed the Congress and 

proclaimed himself Dictator . The navy, siding in with the 
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revol.ting Congressmen, formed an army which defeated the 

President's forces on August 1891, and Balmaceda put an end 

to his own life in Argentina where he had fled for refuge. 

A very similar circumstance caused the revolution 

that took place in July of 1931 when President Ibanez was 

forced to resign. He had gradually lost favor with the whole 

populace of Chile, laboring class as well as student and pro

fessional. He had plunged the country into tremendous debt, 

the consequences of which the country still suffers and will 

suffer for years to come. The uneasy situation that followed 

caused the naming and resignation of several provincinal 

Presidents and Congress' until an election was made at which 

time Senor Montero was elected with an overwhelming majority. 

Montero, however, though a brilliant intellectual man, much 

beloved by all was not the dynamic character needed for the 

trying circumstances into which he had been thrown. He re

signed on June 4, 1932, after a short period of seven months . 

In the succeeding election don Arturo Alessandri, a former 

president was re-elected and has not only quieted the unrest 

of the country, but has created a spirit of confidence and 

hope in the hearts of the people that is rapidly building the 

nation up to financial recovery. 

Chile has been particularly free from revolutions, the 

first one described being the only one of importance during 

the life of the Republic, as the second was carried on without 

war~are and practically no blood shed. For the most part the 

government has been in the hands of a small group of aristo-
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cratic families, who have been able to hold their position 

because of their wealth and social standing. In recent years 

the trends have become more democratic which is the encourag

ing feature of the government at the present time. 

Origin of the Race 

Before going into the social approach it will be well 

to take this occasion to return to a study of the origin of 

the race as one finds it built upon the unstinted characters 

of t hese brave and daring Spaniards mingling their blood with 

the blood of the unconquerable and relentless native Indians, 

united in the succeeding generations in a strong, invincible 

and energetic Chilean people. This fusion began during the 

Spanish conquest as has already been mentioned . A study of 

the Indian characteristics and development is so enveloped in 

superstition and religious rites it is thought best to leave 

its treatment to the chapter on "Religious Development ." 

Taking up the study of the origin and characteristics of 

these Spanish people who settled in these South Junerican 

countries a very interesting development is found. 

Before the Goths invaded t he country of Spain, the 

land was already inhabited by various distinct elements of 

people. In the extreme north lived the Basque . Scattered 

throughout t he peninsula were the Iberians and Celts. The 

Greeks had left evidence of thei r once living in the south 

a~d east, ~nd as far into the interior as Andulac1a. And 

principally the Romans that ruled over all these people, 
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Latin being the language spoken. The Goths were predominate

ly a people of force and not of culture. Their contact with 

these elements, caused t he Goths to rapidly adopt ·1aws, cus

toms and even in a great part the language already common in 

the country. The la~er however being altered considerably by 

their own. By the end of the 6th century they had also ac

cepted Christianity. During t he next three centuries their 

progr ess was very slow .as they were not a people that could 

easily develop the natural resources of t he country. Half

barbarian the people of Spain at t his time lived for the most 

part in poverty and ignorance. In the centuries that follow 

however, new elements were added to the already existing ones, 

The first of these arrived in the 8th century and were the 

Arabs, who entered in conquest of the land after having taken 

into their possession the no r thern part of frica and crossin~ 

the strait of Gibraltar. Later the Moors, Mohammedans as the 

Arabs, but inhabitants of north Africa settled in the country. 

And lastly there c ame in many peaceful Jews. These t hree 

people, Arabs, Moors and Jews, notably transfered the Gothic 

and Latin civilization. They were for the most part people 

of labor rat her t han of war. The development of agriculture 

and the raising of rice, sugar, cot t on, etc., first carried 

on by the Arabs was later carried on by the Moors. Commerce 

took on rapid progress thanks to the Jews.1 

lLuis ·· Galdames op. cit. pp. 37-40 
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The Spaniards never did however, willingly accept the 

presence of the Mohammedans in the peninsula, and from the 

beginning of the 8th century to the close ot' th.e 15th there 

were constant wars runong the Spaniards against the Arabs and 

Moors . This was not only a national war but a so a religioust 

Christians against Moharmnedans. 

By the end of the 15th century the Spaniards had com

pletely Christianized t he Iberic Peninsula, now forming but 

two strong nations, Spain and Portugal . The monarchs of 

these two because of their great religious piety, were called 

"los Reyes Catdlicos", the Catholic kings . So desirous were 

they of holding this title that the Jews , peaceful workers as 

they were, were put out of the country, and a court of Jus

tice called The Inquisition to bring to trial all those who 

did not faithfully practise the doctrines of the Catholic 

church. So terrible was the exercise of thi s court that dur

ing the following sixteen years eighty thousand people were 

hung or even burned to death.l 

The power of t he kings increased enormously when 

America was discovered . Every one thought t hi s to be an act 

of God; a reward to those who had conquered the Mohammedans 

and punished the neretics . 

The crystalization of these violent warlike habits of 

the Gothic and the suffering and endurance of the later ele

ments that f ollowed haa given to the Spanish people their 

lLuis Galdames · op. cit. PP• ~'l-4U 
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distinct characteristics. In the first place we find an ad

vanced spirit of adventure 1·ound especially among those wno 

c ame to ~ erica, most of wnom came from t he Castillan pro

vinces, where the barren land and unheal.thy climate exalted 

this national trait. nother distinct trait of character of 

the Spaniards was tneir uncomparable fidelity , almost an 

idolatry t hat they manit'est to their kings . The king was 

sacred, the representative ot God on the earth. Nothing how

ever, so distinguisned tne Spaniard from otner people more 

t nan his extreme piet_y . He saw the hand ot· God in everything . 

The Virgin, all the saints, and especially t he apostle James, 

patron ot tne army, were working in his beha.J..I on every 

occasion and in every battle. His exclus~ve religiousness 

made him also very intolerant and fanat i cal, and by his con

stant preoccupation ot· tnese spiritual powers he b:3 came very 

superstitious, believing in g1osts, witchcraft and demons. 

are, pests, famines and earthquakes so frequent in their 

time were also powerful causes of this disposition, but the 

greatest was that of ignorance. The country folk especially 

were of a low type, and lacked even the most elementary form 

of education. The greater part of the discoverora and con

querors of new lands came from the low class of people , com

pletely illiterate and in which the spirit of adventure was 

augmented by the precari-ous condition under which they lived. 

Never-the-less they were all firm, daring, proud men , faith

ful to their king, and scrupulous observants of the practic

es of their religion. But their fanaticism, their super-
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stition, their cruel treatment of the Indians, their glutton

ous search for gold, were defects, their degree of culture 

was far superior to that of the Indians of America presenting 

an extreme contrast. White - some with blond hair and blue 

eyes - long bearded, big of body and strong, vigorous musclest 

apt at handling their horses upon which they rode, well dress

ed and better armed, these invaders had a common superiority 

conscience before the barbarious tribes, which lacked in or

ganization, and knowledge of fire arms.1 

Dr. Mackay brings out some of the modern character

istics of the Spaniard which are particularly religious and 

which will contribute greatly in this study of the race as 

beneficial qualities of the people looking forward to the 

building up of a national church. He first brings out the 

intense individuality of the 'Iberian' people. 

The beau ideal of manhood in the golden age of 
Spanish history was the soldier. Even the priests, 
monks and nuns of that period had the hearts and 
ways of men-at-arms ••••• This military ideal, 
which is the most natural way of expressing strong 
primi t ive individuality served as the medium of 
Spain<'., s proud will and became the jealous guardian 
of her honour. The country ••• is ••• terribly 
and fatally proud, and has ever been more concern
ed about her honour than her life. • •• "Let us die, 
but let my honour live," is a significant Spanish 
motto.2 

.iLuis Galdames 
2John A. Mackay 

op. cit. pp. 37-40 
The Other Spanish Christ p • . 6 
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So complete is this feeling of individuality tha t the Span

iard thinks of himself much more a~ a material, physical be

ing than a spiritual being. This feeling is so intense that 

he is described as being fleshy even earthy. 

"I am of flesh, I am of flesh, not a painted thing." 
Unarnuno once heard a boy of his humming, as he drew 
human figures on a table-cloth. The words express 
a favourite sentiment of a Spanish t hinker who him
§~lf claims to be the genuine incarnation of his 
race. They s ymbolize the truth that Spain is pri
marily and tenacio.usly of the flesh and of the earth. 
Her deepest self aspires to be flesh, and to live a 
full concrete, fleshy existrnce rather 1 ~than a sub
limated life of the spirit. 

The Spaniard is never troubl ed with an inferiority 

complex, but quite frequently, in fact almost predomina)ely 

he is possessed of a superiority complex. 

So strong is the individuality of a genuine Span
iard tha t he feels himself to be the born equal 
of any and every man. In the bottom of his soul 
each true son of Iberia feels himself to be a 
monarch, a man apart, a being divinely chosen for 
some task. It is f or this reason that the humblest 
peasant in the Peninsula treats his social super
iors with the most unceremonious naturalness. There 
is nothing servile or cringing about him. We are 
not surprised to find, therefore, that historically 
Spain has been a mother, not of ideas which belong 
to t~e spirit, but of men, of proud, full-blooded 
men. 

It was a great search for freedom that created the 

lust for gold in the conquest of the New World. But wealth 

was craved not to be hoarded away but to be lavishly spent. 

lJohn A. Mackay 
2Ibid 

op. cit. P. 4 
pp. 4-5 
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For a Spanish gentleman to work was a shame, to 
beg was not. "To be born poor is a crime," says 
one of the characters of Tirso de Molina. "The 
ideal of every Spaniard is to become pensioned 
after a few years' work, and, if possible, be
fore he has worked," is a statement of the world
famous Spanish scientist Ramon y Cajal. Moreover, 
if personal independence can . be secured through 
the bounty of the State or by a lucky draw in . the 
National .Lottery, why should one seek it through 
work alone?l 

A very outstanding type of the Spanish individualism 

is found in their lack -of social instinct. This is especial 

ly noticeable in the absence of team work in the few games 

they play together or work together. They do not take to 

either social or athletic · contests that demand cooperation. 

All games that demand only individual skill or strength are 

liked. This no doubt partially explains the existence of so 

many gambling games among both young and old, such as throw

ing coins, or betting on the horse races. Any sociable 

traits that bind people together in common interests or 

common enterprises are not characteristic of the Spanish 

people. 

If social instinct meant no more than gregarious
ness, the love of meeting in a home or cafe for 
free and friendly intercourse and to talk through 
the problems of the universe, the Spaniard would 
have to be regarded as the most socially-minded 
being on earth. But the moment the warm spon
taneous glow of socia11bility passes into the cold 
and rigid limitations imposed by union in a common 
enterprise, Spanish individualism makes its presence 
felt immediately. The innate dislike to be bound 
together by obligat-ion or mutual consent underlies 

l.rohn ·A. Mackay op. cit. pp. 7-8 
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the problem of Spanish regionalism, and has mili
tated against the success of corporate enterprises 
carried on by Spaniards.l 

A very vital contribution to this thesis is the char

acter istics of the Spaniard in his adoption of the church . 

br ought out by Dr. Mackay which s how to what extreme he will 

carry his individuality. 

Madariaga makes the following acute observation: 
"The Spaniard f eels patriotism as he feels love, 
in the form of a passion where he absorbs the 
object of his love and assimilates i t , tha t is 
to say, makes it his own. He does not belong to 
his country so much as his country belongs to him." 
The passion of Spaniards for the Roman Church re
veals the same characteristic. The church was ab
sorbed and its destinies made that of the Spanish 
nation •••• In point of t act the church belonged 
to Spain much more t han Spain belonged to the church. 
The hi storic consequence has been ••• the dechrist
ianization of Christianity in the Spani~h world.2 

The mystic soul of the Spaniard is measureless in its 

aspirations tha t it even possesses God, not -as is usually 

thought to be possessed of God but 

to draw God unto himself, to possess Him in the 
fullest and most absolute sense. His individual
ity is so strong that it would absorb even Deity. 
As mi ght be supposed t his most unique type of 
mysticism formed no school. The Spanish mystics 
are great individual, solitary souls, each of whom 
feels he "has a king within him," whom he has 
obliged to descend into his heart. "This divine 
union of love in which I live makes God my captive 
and my heart free," says Santa Teresa in one of her 
most famous verses. "But", she adds, "it causes me 
such suffering to see God my prisoner that I die of 
longing to die." Death would be the. affirmation of 
supreme liberty for God and f or her.~ 

~~o~ · ~· Mackay op. cit. 
3 Ibid · pp •. 8-9 

Ibid pp. 9-10 

p. 8 



This primitive individuaiism was developed into a 

form of egotism in the history and life of these who settled 

in South America. varlos Octavio Bunge states that this ex

treme egotism is one of the three principal traits of South 

American psychology. This is strikingly noticeable in the 

motto or the Chilean republic. "Por la raion o por la fuerza 1 

11 here reason fails let force prevail."l This arrogance 

takes ·orm in numerous ways, but all being possessed of the 

same trait certain consequences taKe place. A cartoonist 

once pictured this trait in a threefold drawing showing what 

an English, A North .American and a Chilean would do at seeing 

a fellow friend endeavoring to climb a center pole the top 

of which was marked success. The Englishman would look on 

with admiration. The North .American would g ive his friend a 

boost, and the Chilean would frant ically pull at his friend's 

coat-tail trying to haul him down. This brought in Dr. Mac

kay's description. 

The moment a man ac hieves eminence in any sphere 
he is cruelly set-upon by jealous rivals itching 
'tD annihilate him. Later, when he is safely dead, 
all join in his apotheosis •••••• On t h is prin
ciple he (a German sociologist) explained the ex
aggerated cult of the dead in the Southern Conti
nent, the beauty of the cemeteries, the lack of 
critical capacity to appra ise t he work of a man 
who has passed away. "While they a.re a.live they 
are cruelly torn to pieces, when t hey die t hey are 
superstitiously respected."1 

The last form of -this intense individuality a s ex

plained and so well des.cri bed by Dr. Mackay is the tendency 

1John A. Mackay op. cit. p. 11 
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to never acknowledge a mistake . 

Honour and self-respect seem to demand that when 
once a position has been adopted it must be ad
hered to, even if one has become convinced that 
it is wrong. Herein lie the roots of many un
happy divisions within the Latin-:American family. 
Herein also is one of the factors which make co
operation difficult between sister nations and 
between different groups within the same nation. 
•••••• Says Guillen de Castro in Las Mocedades de 
Cid: "Let the honoured chief always try to hit 
on the right thing to do, but should he make a 
wrong move let him defend and not change his 
attitude.l . 

The second outstanding Spanish characteristic 

brought out in Dr. Mackay's chapter on The Iberian Soul is 

the predominance of passion over reason and will . Actions 

are not the results of calm reasoning or planning nor have 

the consequences of such actions been considered beforehand. 

It has always be en the result of a volcanic impulse 
produced by the sudden explosion of a dominant 
sentiment. For the Spaniard Don ~uixote is very far 
from being a comic personage . In the deeds of the 
Manchegan knight he sees his own inmost being and 
his people's. The greatness of both has ever con
sisted in quijotadas , in blind , reckless, unstudied 
loyalties to ideas which momentarily possessed 
them.2 · 

Such passion tends to give a personalized expression to its 

ideals. An example of t his is the worship of the Virgin 

Mary . Particularly in Spain and South America the Virgin 

occupies a central position in the religious life of the 

people. This idealization of the Vi~gin is made possible 

because of their "Essentially unethical view of sin. 113 

1 John A. }.l[ackay 
2.Ibid p. 12 
3 Ibid p. 14 

op. cit. pp. 11-12 
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The Spaniard fears death, not sin. It is his in
herent lack of a sense of sin which opened the 
way for the creation of a female sinless figure 
to whom the Spanish religious consciousness later 
returned for personal security here and hereafter.l 

An abstract sense of justice and a concrete sense of 

man is the third peculiar characteristic of the Iberian soul 

according to Dr . W.:.ackay . 

Throughout Iberian history a sense of Justice and 
right has predominated over the feeling of tender
ness and pity. Humanitarian action has been de
termined by the claims of justice rather than by 
the welling-up of sympathy •••• it is never mercy 
that triumphs over justice; friendship alone can 
achieve that victory. It thus comes about that 
what could never ·be obtained in the name of right, 
or even through a plea for mercy , can generally 
be obtained on the ground of friendship or through 
the good offices of a friend. Whatever law or 
justice may do, a friend can undo. nd he does it 
not by modifying the law but by transcending it. 

· s The law stands and is endor~ed, but some people are 
not under ~aw, but under the grace of personal 
privilege. 

Strange as it may seem after placing so much emphasis 

on the individ~ality traits of the Spaniard a fourth char

acteristic is that of catholicity. 

The Spaniard has as true a sense of the universal 
as he has of the individual. His interest tends 
to oscillate between man and the cosmos, terms 
which for him do not constitute a mutually ex
clusive either-or. He absorbs the universe, in
dividualizing it, remaking it after his own image, 
imposing upon it his conception of abstract, un
diversified unity. In the historic drama of Spain 
absorbed the church, the most universal reality in 
existence. The result was the conversion of the 
state itself into a church.3 

The natural conclusion one comes to in such an anaiy

sis is that . the Spanish soul is distinct in character, 

A. Mackay op. cit. p. 14 
p. 17 
p . 
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"Iberian in nature."l This soul is typicified in the person 

of Ignatius Loyola who gave himself in blind obedience to the 

Roman See. He once said in reference to the kind of reforma

tion which he felt was needed, "Let us be like a dead body 

which of itself is incapable of movement, or like a blind 

man's staff. 11 2 · 

Dr. Mackay concludes his chapter with the·se descrip-

tive words . 

A delirious thirst for power and blind unstudied 
loyalty: these are the keynotes of Spanish history, 
especially of Spanish rel~gious history, both in the 
old world and in ·the new. 

1 John A. Mackay 
2rbid 

op. cit. P. 21 
p. 22 



CHAPTER III 

SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT 

Chile is often called the "shoestring" Republic, as 

it is such a long narrow strip of country along the western 

coast of South America. _ It's average width is but one hund

red amd ten miles with a length of nearly three .thousand 

miles, lying between latitudes 170 25' s . and 55° 59' s. with 
. . 

a longitudinal location curving between 680 to 760. (East of 

New York City.) It's size can better be realized when it is 

noted that it's length is equal to the distance from San 

Francisco to New York, while it's width is but half the width 

of the state of Kansas. In spite of it's narrowness it has 

an area of 290,085 square miles, equal to the combined area 

of Germany, Belgium, Denmark, Holland and Switzerland.l The 

country is practically isolated from it's neighbors and from 

other parts of the world having a great expanse of arid 

desert in the north and high Andee mountains on the east, 

with the Pacific ocean on the west and south. Coming down 

the western coast by boat these northern desert lands look 

very sad, barren and uninhabited which is true except for the 

few miners camps up in th~ mountains and now and then a small 

1 ebste·r E. Browning The West Coast Republics of South 
America p. 12 

-43-
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town that serves as shipping point. Great, massive rocks 

stick their sharp fingers far up into the sky and are covered 

with a yellow sand that grows monotonous as one scans it day 

after day, anxiously looking for some sign of life; perhaps 

a little village tucked away in a valley or even a spot of 

green upon which to rest the eyes. It should be kept in 

mind also that it is not hot in this northern section, altho 

it never rains. Hardly- a blade of grass can be found, except 

in the valleys where the snow waters trickle - their way down 

and lose themselves in the desert sand. To the contrary the 

nights are exceptionally cool and the day is never blistering 

hot, as is so often thought. All the western coast of South 

America is kept cool by the cold ocean current ( Humbol t -) 

coming up from the southern ice-lands. The reason for the 

lack of rain fall in this northern section of Chile is due 

to the fact that the wind currents in this section come pre

vailingly from the east and because of the high mountain 

range along the eastern board, all precipitation takes place 

on the eastern slope of these mountains . · Yet in these de

solate sand banks of the north, we find the greatest wealth 

of the country. The two main eans of income to the govern

ment, come from the sale of nitrate and of copper ore found 

in great abundance in this territory. 

Chile rises almost vertically out of the sea . When 

one pictures the narrow width of the country rising to high 

m_ountain peaks tta. t surpass any in either 1rorth America or 
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Europe, he can imagine the rapid incline that is made from 

the coast line to the peak. The Acobcagua, one of the high

est mountains of the world, (surpassed only by those of the 

Himalayas and a,ooo feet higher than Mount Blanc), reaches 

an altitude of over 23 ,000 feet. 

The country is very markedly divided into three terri

torial sections, each about one-third of the whole, and dis

tinguished from the others by clearly marked climatic differ

ences. The northern desert and mining district has already 

been described. The central section, extends approximately 

from Santiago to Valdivia. A coastal range in this part pro

vides a protected valley where four-fifths of the people of 

the country dwell. Besides being the most densely populated 

it has the most fertile soil , and a great agricultural cente. 

Dr. Browning describes this section as follows: 

It is full of well watered valleys, in which herds 
of fine cattle find pasture and where there are 
great areas of grain , vegetables and fruit almost 
unrivalled in the world. Here , too, are the most 
important cities, Santiago , Valparaiso, Chillan, Talca 
and Concepcion, in the midst of one of the garden
spots of the world, calm, peaceful and inviting. 
To those who have come to know its natural charm 
and the simple , friendly people who make it their 
home, it never loses its haunting attractiveness.1 

The climate in this region is exceedingly exhilarat

ing, especially during the summer months from December to 

March . The nights are cool and conducive to sleep, even tho 

the day be warm . During these nonths no rain is expected, 

l webster E. Browning op. cit. p. 12 
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and the te~perature is quite constantly 55 or 60. 

From Valdivia on south to Cape Horn there is found a 

complete contrast to the arid deserts of the north. It is a 

land of rain, having a rain-fall of 100 inches and at certai 

places 2UO inches a year. There are dense, almost i mpenetr

able f orests. During the summer months the beautiful lake 

district of this section attracts many tourists the world 

over. These lakes with- their snow capped smoking volcanoes 

in the background present sights that are only surpassed in 
, 

Switzerland . In ract t his region is often referred to as 

the "Switzerland of Amer ica."l 

The greatest indus try of this section is that of 

sheep raising. Much of thi s work in the far south is carri

ed on by the foreigners, German, English, Swiss, etc. The 

largest sheep farming company in the whole world is in t a is 

region, the Sociedad Bx.plotltdora de Tierra de Fuego . This 

company owns several large ranches, which have over l, UJO, OO 

sheep on them.G 

At the Straits ot'. Magellan t hreatening storms pre

vail most or the year round, t no sea-going vessels go around 

the point in the summer time. The wiuds blow eastward and 

are heavily laden with moisture which is precipitated on tne 

west side of the Andes, leaving the Argentine side compara

tively dry and uninviting and inhabited by a few Patagonian 

~Webster E . · Browning op. cit. p. 1 4 
2Alex.ander J. Cruickshank "A Gli pse ot ' ~stancia ' Lif e on 

Tierra Del Fuego' Pan American 
Magazine XX.XIX ( nmr. 19G'l ) p. :::!47 
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Indians only. The temperature drops much lower in this sec

tion and during the winter months tne straits are blocKed up 

with ice anu the thermometer regi s ters as low as 1~ degrees 

in tne extreme soutn . The city of Magallanes (formerly Punt 

renas) is the sou Ci:1., ·n rnos t city in the world. This is a 

thriving little town of about 25 , 000 people mostly foreign

ers. There are several meat packing industries and saw 

milla,l and exportation of many millions of pounds of wool 

and frozen meat , each year which keeps the town flourishing. 

One strange thing about the mountains of Chile , is 

that they remain barren . This is especially true in the 

north, but even in the central and s outhern sections their 

peaks rise from above the "t imber-line" and are but sharp 

rocky points devoid of veg~tation. Many of these peaks are 

snow capped the year round, and all of them lend unusual re

flective qual ities upon which the set t ing sun casts its 

different hues of crimson and gold that finally fade off in

to a blue that gets darker as the sun goes down into the 

sea. These sun-sets are indescribable and the evening 

shades of light envelop the whole valley. One writer speak

ing of the beauty of the land says: 

"And it has always struck me that nature has done 
her best to compensate for the 'tremblores' by 
showering every other sort of charm upon the land, 
delicious climate, splendid fertility and ready 

lL. E. Elliott "Discovery and Settlement of the Magallan 
Strait" , Pan .American Magazine, XXXIII 
( ugust 1921) 109-119 
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fruitfulness and heavenly skies render these 
regions so enchanting that one understands why 
no shocks, however momentarily terrifying cause 
their abandonment."l 

There is but one railroad that· connects Chile with 

her neighbor, Argentina, that runs up one of the valleys and 

cuts through a tunnel at an altitude of 11,397 feet above 

sea level. This Transandean Railway is reported to be the 

most costly, for travel in the world.2 The Arica-La Paz 

Railroad, which connects northern Chile with Bolivia, rises 

to an elevation of 12,761 feet. 

Chile possesses a large number of islands, most of 

them in the south, the largest and practically the only one 

that has any sizable population is that of Chiloe, which 

has an area of 3,000 square miles, and a calculated popula

tion of 202,834. There is a railroad that runs the length 

of the island. 

The Juan Fernandez group of three small islands, two 

of the uninhabited, lies about 400 miles west of Valpariso . 

The one called "Mas A tierra", "nearest the main-land" is 

well known as "Robinson Crusoe's Island." This island has 

but one small village of 217 people, 124 of them men. The 

chief occupation of these isolated folk is lobster fishing. 

All of Chile is supplied from these waters and an average 

of 90 , 000 a year of these lobsters, world famous for their 

size and fine flavors are brought to Yalparaiso. Elliott 

l Editorial notes "The Earthquakes in Chile", Pan .American 
Magazine , 'J".:f:XY (Dec. 1922) p. 271 

2-vebster E. Browning op. cit. p. 14 
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describes the life on the island a~ follows: 

"A priest comes onc e a year to christen and marry 
and to say a bela ted mass over the dead; but life 
is simple, and the islanders are a strong and con
tented people with little idea of the needs and 
complexities of city dwellers. The group has a 
Maritime Governor, a post-office official, a regi
strar who performs civil marriages, etc. A light
house keeper, an inspector of fisheries, and a 
t eacher of the little 'fernandecinos', who are a 
remar kable vigorous band of youngsters."l 

~aster Island is of importance and of especial in

terest because of its connection with ancient Polynesian 

culture. This island is located at latitude 27°. s. and 

longitude 109° N. about one thousand miles off the coast of 

Chile. It is but thir t een miles long and seven miles wide 

and has a population t ha t oes not exceed two hundred and 

f ifty people. 2 Dr . Bro,vning describes the I sland and it s 

people thus: 

"Most of t he native inhabitants are physically de
generate, having been weakened by intermarriage 
and by endemic d is ease, among which is leprosy. 
Their language is a dialect of the old Polynesian 
tongue, but is distingu-ished from all s imilar dia
lects in that it was f ormerly a writt en language. 
This is a fact wh i ch cannot now be explained. The 
ancient culture is today represented by a large 
number of monoliths which f r i nge t he coast. Most 
of t hese are now pr os trate, probably thrown down 
by earthquakes, but formerly t hey stood upright 
on platf orms of stone slabs which may have had 
some connection with buria l ceremonies. Some of 
these fi gures weigh from forty to fifty tons, and 
each represents a roughly hewn face. Two of them 
may be seen in t he British Museum, one of wnich 
being just under t he porch. The only industry in 
the island is a shee.p farm, owned by a British 
f irm. The vessel s of this f irm visit t he island 
once or twice a year, but other communication is 
infreq1:1ent and unc.ertain. n2 

l webster E . 
2rbid 

op. cit. p. 15 
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this increased to 60%. From then on till the beginning of 

the World ar, the exportation of nitrate grew so that Chile 

was soon made rich. The years just prece~ding the war were 

record years, and there seemed to be no end to the enormous 

revenue flowing into the treasury . This naturally encourag

ed a lavish expenditure of money . An unusually severe 

national crisis followed at the outbreak of the war when all 

trade channels were blocked. Then as the war progressed un

limited demands on the part of the United States for copper 

and nitrate,together with the opening up of the Panama Canal 

making the world more accessible to Chile brought on a pros

perity never before equalled. In three years the trade more 

than doubled and the export figures reached the high mark of 

) 278,000,000. But the market collapsed with the close of th 

war and exports fell to the pre-war figures. A short post

war boom then followed bringing the figures up to a new 

height of ~284,000,000 in 1920. But hard times followed and 

the country passed through one financial crisis after anothe 

and the world depression has been felt in Chile as greatly a 

anywhere else, and because of the enormous expenditures of 

the President who endeavored to keep up appearances of pros

perdue times by a nation-wide program of construction of 

Government buildings, road building, etc., the country today 

is deeply in debt (their foreign debt alone amounts to 

$4 ,124,981,195 pesos) .~ 

lsee chart on Finance p.S~ 
Stateman 's Hand book for 1934, p.?39 
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Chile ranks second among the copper producing 

countries of the world, being exceeded only by t he United 

States . Iron, gold and silver are profitable industries, 

there are also extensive coal mines in the south, the source 

of which extend out under the sea.l The situation with re

spect to nitrate and copper ore is uni que. Altho agricul-
. 

ture activities are vitally important to the bulk of the 

population, the economic stand of t he country depends upon 

the world market demands for these mineral resources, which 

a.ccount for the major part of its exports. The prosperity of 

the people depends upon this trade in which they take little 

pa.rt and over which they have little control. Good evidence 

of this is shown in the following charts • . The world depress

ion has effected Chile very seriously. Both the import and 

export figures for 1928 and 1929 were high, but dropped con

siderably in 1930 but the greatest collapses to take place in 

1931 and 1932. Because of this situation most of the mines 

of the north were closed down. These are the latest figures 

available, but reveal that the country is only passing throug~ 

a transitional period, as recent correspondence from Chile 

says that the mines are being reopened and new life is taken 

on. 

1webster E. Browning op. cit. p. 16 
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TABLE I 

1, 2 0,034, 220 
1, 617,553,791 
1 , 400 , 124 , 721 

705,902,012 
21 3, s20. roo 

. .xports 

1,96 , 269, 106 
2 293 72 1~8 
1,328,122, 967 

824, 738 , 960 
290,493, 966 

The .nr~ncipal i'tports and e orts* 

Coal & coke 
Pet roleu ,1 
Sugar 
Paper 
Automob il s 
Coffee , Tea&.. te 
T xtiles . (e clusi~e 
of ·u te b g i ng) 

.! it r ate 
Iodi ne 
,u-ool 
Copper , :t n ar 

· Iron ore 
.eats (freGh & 

froz n 

1931 

691 . 430 
27~280,108 
26 , 215,559 
15, 818 231 

6 , 996 , 915 
21,208 ,141 

109, 90 .... , 803 
pesos 

I ports 

E 

1931 

358, 704, 9 
8, 5 1. 693 

22, 260 17 
31 6'34, 5 . 
13, 1 , 404 
1 ,121,040 

pesos 

l 32 

332 , 365 
12,239, 36 
17, 354, 812 

2 , 105,000 
1, 592, 081 

l 4 ,5f3,102 
22,149, 100 

pesos 

1932 

44,051 , 373 
13, 7 ,3 2 

4, 71 , 903 
12 , 0 2 10 

, 76 5, 1 
11. 297 673 

.. esos 

In 1922, t e imports of gold and silver currenc and bullion arno1.mted 
to 82, ?00 pesos . Exports of currenc y a.nd bul ion i n 19.,2 tot a led 
8 6 4,500 _ 8 SOB . 

*All o:i age 742 The St teman ' Year Book 1934 . 
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TABLE I I FORE I G TRADE 

Foreign t r ade of Chile in gold esos (18. cent s U. S. )* 

at Bri tian 

i' r ance 
Belgi 

eru. 

t ates 

en tina 
Italy 
S-pain 
:foll and 
J apan 
India 

Great Bri tia..-ri 
Ga any 
United St!:3,tes 
Fr ance 
Belgi 
Pe 
Argentina 
Italy 
Spain 
Holland 
Ja-pan 
I n 1a 

Irnpor s from 

1. 1 

l 2 , 574,434 
11 . 5:,, 98 
241 , S3. 14 

4 , 698 . 377 
19.275 565 

, 178,683 
·10, 914 , 820 

317,991 
10 206, 11 
12 , 326,175 

4 . 268,721 
7,713 ,648 

Exports to 

1931 

1 34, 4SS, 45 
74,442,588 

275 ,815, 208 
96,395 , 427 
61,5m,292 

:3 465,879 
13,484,094 
45 J 345 I 185 
21,632 386 
18 883, 394 
11, 2 , 455 

7 .627 

*All on • 742, T e t a teman 1 s Year ook 1 4 

19d 

27,534,839 
.. _l, 54.1). 4 63 
49 , 41, ,405 
10, 55 84 
5,201' 903 

27. 479. 3'83 
7. 50 . 485 
7,266,092 
~. , 516, 788 
3 , 909 843 
1,204,005 
2, 971,752 

1932 

... 1, 19 , 88 
39 935,120 
76,809 43 
13,486,553 

7,521 , 676 
3,863,841 
8 ,0 44,355 

12,2 36 249 
5,411,902 

10 , 171, 13 
253, 495 

12, 6 9 
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TABLE III P , INCIPAL CRoPS 

'11he rin::ipal cro s of t he .arrest for 3 . ears are hown as follows :* 

.Acreage 

1928- 29 l 2. - 00 

TThea.t 1, 65,362 1, 723, 8 1,516,632 
rle 188, 1 3 152,107 106,291 

Oats 213 9 7 297 , :370 16 , 251 
~ffaize 111, 645 93 632 93, 090 
Ha ricot s 157 , 526 164 247 164,340 
Peas 4 ,615 52,008 4E 300 
Potat oe 107,817 105 288 110 6r.tl 

i nes 200 ,10 1 209,910 .:a-----

Produce in Tetric Cwts . 

1930 

V eat 9,125,261 5,767, 004 5,766,243 
barley 999 ,175 8 , 830 674,2?2 
Oats 1,509, 59l ?G,517 741,560 
!ai ze 596 ,015 68 7,570 882 , 072 

daricots 76), 900 638,885 637 ,000 
Peas 19 251 2 2,161 16 ,000 
Potato s 4 023, 065 4, 72 937 4,0 7, 00Q 

ines 70,527, 43 l 64 015, 142 1 . 50,081 ,090 1 

1 Gallgns p . 741 ____ 

In r~ nt year t . 8 r V ni.1e 8 a. nditurea were a follo:~s : 1 pe o 
l " .i. T C ) qu S ~ C 1 .. 11 S , , • • 

93J 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 

1, 2 ? !5 , 19 
1, 0513, 189 , 1~3 

782,484, 02 
514,756 , 934 

45, 62 00 
8 0,409 . 00 

, " ~,3?3 
1 , 1 ~1,490, 3~ 
1, 27 115, 597 

7 3,6 112 
04..5. 593, 1 
83. , 493,995 

"Pay:11en ts . on external debts were sus
pended Julv 30 L3l. 
lnt r nal bt 29,488 , 70 9 _ es os . 

• 'i.'he Staternan ' s Ye a r ok 1934 . . 739 

--~ ~e · t ~"11°'J r , 1?32 de '"ts 
... a r~ : ( es o ) 

Funded e -:ernal : 4'30, 829,000 
rrears of interest · 

161, 742,121 
External floati";g 3'7? 543,009 

aranteed fo r eign 
loa ns 1 ,155,460 978 

External r reasury 
notes 39 , 406.08? 

~L' Otal 4 .124 , 81, 19 5 



-55-

This temporary crisis produced by the depression 

does not blight the country in the least as an outstanding 

power among the South .American Republics in the matter of 

production. It will be found that commercial activities of 

her neighbors will ~ave reduced considerable during . these 

same years, perhaps not to such a great extent as Chile's 

situation is unique in that her productions are of such 

world-wide demand. The -major productions of other countries 

may not have such a demand. As far as the outside market is 

concerned it is the political stability of a country that 

is the prime factor in the calculations of f oreign investors 

and not the commerical activity. This factor eliminates 

from the very start. the pre-occupation of having to protect 

their interests against revolutionary disturbances and the 

abusive -measures of an unscrupulous Government. Along t his 

line the Republic of Chile ha s always offered the best guar

antees because she knows how to appreciate the value of a 

good organization, and because she desires to at t ract large 

capital for the development of her great riches.1 

A few authorita tive statements from others strength

en this point of view and prove the future possibilities of 

Chile are unlimited. 

For a hundred years this proud nation has been 
looked upon by other powers as a model among the 
New World States. It is a nation tha t has never 
defaulted in the payment of its debts, and its 

lNieto del Rio F. "Chile a Field for Investment", Pan 
.American Magazine (March 1920) pp. 272-
274 XXX 
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foreign loans to-day a.mount to about one t housand 
million dollars in American gold, money t hat 
British and American capitalists have been pleased 
to invest in Chilean bonds and co-operate enter
prises of that country. Such is the credit stand
ing of the nation in foreign financial centers.l 

And such is t he credit standing of the country. The 

fi gures given are of years previous to the present world con

ditions. Chile does have unpaid debts today, but there are 

many nations of which the same can be said. However, having 

unpaid debts does not mean these debts will not be paid. 

Other encouragi ng and impressive words follow which 

have been written in more recent years: 

Chile is one of t he most progressive of all South 
American republics. One is struck by the spirit 
of progress shown in the city of Valparaiso (Vale 
of Paradise), t he greatest port on the Pacific 
s outh of Los Angeles, Santiago with eight hundred 
thousand people, is the fourth city of the conti
nent in size, but it is surpassed by none in beauty. 
Great progress is being made in all South Ameri~an 
countries, and Chile is leading the procession. 

The stability of the Government is recognized along with 

ot her South American St a tes as follows: 

A very interesting note---- is the extraordinary 
increase of the external trade of the Republic of 
Chile, whic h is one of the three Latin-American 
countries whose material and political prosperity 
is recognized throughout the world • .Argentina, 
Brazil and Chile, are, as i t is well known, the 
three South American powers that have opened up 
the road for peace and greatness of ·the Latin 

l Editorial "Chile, The Patriotism of the Nation" Pan .American 
1fagazine, X.XXV1It ( Iav. 1925) PP• 243-44 

2wilbur s. Tupper "West of the Andes" Pan American Magazine 
XLIV ( Feb. 1931) PP• 92-93-96 
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Continent by means of the solidity of their in
stitutions and their respect for their financial 
obligations.l 

Besides these natural resources found in the mining 

industry, Chile has many other means of bearing profitable 

income t hrough agricultural and industrial productions that 

provide not only for the needs of the country but are export 

ed. Such agricultural products include wheat, corn, barley, 

oats, potatoes, beans, peas, lentils, and all manner of de

licious fruits, such as apples, cherries, strawberries, figs, 

oranges, lemons, pears , blackberries, etc. Many f ruits are 

dried or tinned and t'orm a considerable part of the exports. 

Millions of gallons of wine are produced yearly, this wine 

comparing favorably in quality with the wines of France and 

Italy, the greatest wine-producing countri es of the world.2 

· The cattle industry has great importance in the 

central valley, and t he sheep-farming districts of the south 

export millions of pounds of fresh and frozen meats and wool 

In the large cities are found numerous factorie s for 

the manufacture of alcohol, pottery, cement, sugar, tobacco, 

shoes, paper, furniture, cloth, matches, glassware and other 

products most of which~re u sed within the country. These 

industries are handicapped because of the expense of trans

portation of coal or the importation of petroleum. Wood 

fuel can be found in abundance in the south but no profitabl 

1F. Nieto de Dio, "Chile a Field for Investment" Pan 
American Magazine XXX (Mar. 1920) 
p ·. 272 

2webster E. Browning op. cit. p. 17 
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means of transporting either lumber or bulk wood to t h e sea 

coast, has yet presented itself. A very profitable and 

available power in Chile is the hydro- electric power. All 

along the central and s outher n sections of the country there 

are swift snow-water streams rushing down the steep mountain 

sides which present an enormous amount of power. Some of 

t his power has been harnessed and Chile has double tracKed 

electric trains running · from Santiago to Valpa"aiso, and to 

several points south of the Capital City. But t his is even 

yet greatly to be developed as a means of moving the whe els 

and pulleys of the great industrial factor i es of the land. 

w. Iv. Ros or in his article on "Harnessing Rivers in Chile", 

tells us something of these pos s ibilities. 

The country is already supplied with wheat, flour 
and saw mills, s hoe, cement, cotton, sugar, tobacco, 
f r uit-canning , glass, f urniture, match and many 
ot her f actories. But expens es a r e heavy and depen
dence upon woo·d and coal f uel or imported petroleum 
render their operation precarious at times, and 
there is ne ed f or tne a id to industry offered by 
hydro- electric power. ·,r o the north, Chile has none 
but s aort ·snow-fed streams, lost f or the main part 
in the bur ning sands of the rainless northern pro
vinces; but in the centre and south she is endowed 
with a number of fine rivers and a series of splen
did lakes a nd fall s of i mmense economic value.I 

w. ~. Hosor later in this same article tells of some 

of the other natural resources which present a picture of the 

future industrial out-look: 

l 

Chile has long been ·famed as the "country of red 
metals", copperlined as she is for a t nousand 
miles along her Andean s lopes. r/ i th waters capable 

W •• Rosor, "Har nessing Rivers in Chile n Pan .American 
Magazine XXXIII, ( ~ec. 1921) pp. 2~G-9~ 
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0! producing unfailing quantities of inexpen
sive force, with her unique and inexhaustible 
beds of nitrate of soda; with twice the fer
tile acres that have made California world
renowned for its fruits; with coal and iron 
to rival Pittsburgh, Birmingham, or the beds 
of North France, the huge forests covering 
thousands of square miles in the rapidly de- . 
veloping south, Chile 's industrial future is s 
one which any other thriv'ing nation might envyl. 

One of the greatest contributions to the develop• 

ments of the country and stability o'f the country is found 

in the type and characteristics of the people themselves. 

The homogeneoksness of the Chileans and their loyal patrio

tic spirit are perhaps the most outstanding qualities that 

bear a part in forming such a staunch and progressive nation. 

Samuel G. Inman commenting on these national char-

acteristics says: 

The development in Chile does not show, however 
anything like as much foreign influence . Being 
on the west coast, it is more removed from Europe . 
Chile has always been one of the most homogeneous 
of Latin-American lands. It has probably more 
market than that of any other country on the conti
nent. Since the beginning of the republic there 
have been very few revolutions. The country has 

· been ruled largely by an oligell"chy of about a 
hundred families who have been both the owners of 
the land and the directors of the political and 
commercial life of the country.2 

.Another outstanding writer and authority on South 

American countries describes the Chileans and their national 

consciousness thus: 

lw. w. Rosor, "Harnessing Rivers in Chile" Pan American 
Magazine ·, XXXIII, (Dec. 1921) pp. 292-93 

2samuel G. Inman, "Social :Movements in Latin America" Pan 
American Magazine, XXXVlI, (.July 1924) p~5 



Geographically, Chile is the least compact of 
South American countries, but nationally, it 
is one of the most unified. There is a strong 
sense of national consc~iousness and national 
solidarity. This is largely due to the homo
geneous character of the people. Generally 
speaking it is a white man's country. Beginn
ing with a small infiltration of Indian blood 
in early colonial times , the country has, since 
that time increased by development from within 
and not through immigration. It is not a melt
ing pot as in Argentina, and in Chile as nowhere 
else in South America, the Indian population 
(some one hundred thousand in number) in the far 
south regard them~elves as citizens - appreciate 
the national tie. - -

It is likewise pleasant to be in Chile, be
cause of the kindly attitude of the people. 
Everyone is courteous, kind, considerate, hospit
able and well -bred. The Chileans are thoroufhly 
artistic, loving music and all forms of art. 

Emphasizing the patriotic loyalty of the people the 

two following short quotations are significant in pointing 

out this Chilean trait. 

Thia may be said for the people of Chile: There 
is always a strong reason of high patriotism and 
a sincerity of purpose , a hatred of sham and dirty 
politics, that will ever keep Chile out of the

2
list 

of chronically revolutionary American nations. 

It is a wonderful little republic, patriotic to the 
last fibre, with many capa.ble and public-spirited 
men.3 

Altho Chile has been leading t he procession in the 

rapid progress being made by the South .i:\.merican republics 

some changes have come very slowly. This lag is principally 

due to certain ancestral customs, whereby the father control 

l wilbur s. Tupper op. cit. p. 96 
2Editorial "Passing Events in Chile" Pan American Magazine 

· . XX.XVIII (Mar. 1925) p. 55 
3Robert E . Speer South American Problems P • 46 
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the children and is in turn dominated by the ideas and think

ing of a still earlier generation. These patriarchal tradi

tions inherited from Spain tend to impose the limitations of 

the past upon the present.I 

As has been brought out the Chileans are mestizos of 

mixed Spanish and Indian race. There are two general classes 

very marked among these people; thosewho do and those who do 

not possess material and cultural wealth. Included in the 

wealthy class are t hose who possess most of the land as well 

as control the Government. This group has been comparative

ly small for the past generation and possessions and material 

wealth have been inherited by each succeeding group. In 

early years there was no need of an education in order to 

make a living altho there are cases of wealthy parents send

ing their c .1 ildren to Lima or Paris for an education. But 

there is developing more and more a middle edu cated class 

which include those of the professional - and business group 

who have to earn their living. The 'roto' or agricultural 

labourer is nominally independent and works for very poor 

wages. He usually lacks vision or initiative and generally 

illiterate, or at least has a very, very limited education. 

This class makes up the largest group by far. Dr. Browning 

makes t ~1is f urther distinction of the two general classes as 

well as quotes an authority who has studied their individual 

ity: 

l wilbur s. Tupper, "West of The Andes", Pan .A:nerican Maga
zine, XLIV (Feb. 19 31) p. 96 



"The ruling classes show clearly their Caucasian 
descent. The lower classes, who plainly show their 
Indian lineage, have characteristics all their own. 
Because of the few racial blends among the Chilean 
people, they are more homogeneous than any other 
people of Latin America . Viscount Bryce, after a 
tour through the countries of South America remarks 
regarding this characteristic that: 

"The country shows individuality has been most 
clearly developed in Chile. Its citizens are seen 
at first sight to be Chileans, just as in Europe 
we recognize at once a member of any one of the 
leading peoples ."l . 

There are a gre_at many customs and habits that are 

predominately Spanish which have been adopted into the Chil

ean life which prove more than ever their racial heritage . 

Such practices as the "siesta" is carried on altho Chile is 

not a tropical country, but a very cool and temperate cli

mate and even the summer days are not hot as they are known 

to be on the eastern coast . Altho the mid-day nap itself 

may not be so extensively practiced all the commerical an~ 

office centers of the towns close for two hours each noon. 

Another well known Spanish custom is called the 

"Paseo" at which time the wealthy and middle classes dress 

up in their best and go to the central plaza located at the 

heart of every city or town. Around this beautifully cared 

for park or square there is a walk and as the band plays the 

people parade back and forth and around and around this 

plaza for an hour or more each evening. Some times one 

thinks it is a sort of dress parade to show off their 

1webster E • . Browning op. cit. p. 19 



-63-

beautiful clothes, and no doubt that has a great deal to do 

with it for the Chileans do dress well, and the women get 

their styles direct from Paris . The men, too, are very neat 

and dressy, often carrying canes and wearing spats on these 

occasions. And as the Chileans are very beautiful people 

this presents a very stately, formal and impressive scene, 

when gathered together in this congenial way. Sometimes one 

thinks that the origin of this custom is just pure gregar

iousness, and no doubt this too, is one of the causes for the 

Chileans love to gather together in groups with no definite 

purpose or where no obligation or mental effort is required. 

It is on this public occasion when the young man meets the 

young lady. It is quite common to see the young men lined 

up and the young ladies marching back and forth in front of 

them. If a young dame recognizes one of the young men she 

bows and he in turn very gracefully tips his hat (a very 

common manner of greeting on the streets even between man 

and man.) This too, may be a hint for him to join her in 

walk and conversation. This goes on approximately between 

the hours of 8:00 and 9:00 at night. At 9:00 the band stops 

playing and all the people retire to their homes for the 

evening meal. The 'Paseo' is also carried on each Sunday at 

noon. The crowdsflock out of the Cathedral, always located 

across the stieet from the plaza, at twelve dclock and re

main in the paseo until about one dclock. 
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The Spanish gui tar and much of the Spanish type of 

music has been carried over into all of central and south 

American life. The Chileans do love music , even opera and 

altho many do not play an instrument it is perhaps greatly 

due to a lack of o~p9rtunity for training. The 'roto' class 

or country folk are especially apt with the guitar having a 

peculiar type of music and dance called the 'cueco' which 

characterizes the race. - Their song is humorous and filled 

with witty remarks but there is a sad melancholy tone that 

runs through all their music . 

Their houses ar e built on a distinct Spanish style; 

except those most modern bungalows of Santiago or Vina del 

Mar (The summer resort of the elite.) One house is built 

right up against another, out against the sidewalk . Thus 

the whole block is surrounded or rather, enclosed with no 

alleys. The original purpose of such an enclosure may have 

been for protection which well served this purpose during 

the early conquest days of Chile . The houses are large, 

built of adobe brick, making the walls very thick. The 

windows protected by iron bars, and two series of double 

doors are found at the main entrance. The outer door which 

is much heavier is usually left open during the day. The 

second door is always locked and must be opened with a ~ey 

even by the occupants of . the house. The windows also have 

wooden shutters which are closed at night for a blind. A 

clear carry-over is the high ceiling, not necessary in this 
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temperate climate, but used in Spain to allow that many more 

cubic feet of air in the room. The ceiling is made of planed 

boards usually painted white , the mud plaster being unadvis

able because of the earthquakes. The order of the rooms are 

also Spanish, the front rooms along the walk are the bed 

rooms. This is so t hat the sleepers may easily be called 

from the outside in case of emergency. The rooms run back 

into the enclosure and if the occupants slept in a room far

ther back they could not hear the pounding on the outer door 

or windows . It is interesting to note also that the bed room 

is t he most important room of the house, always elegantly 

furnished. There are as a rule, two front rooms , one on each 

side of the main entrance. The salon or room where guests 

are received is one of these front rooms but never as nicely 

furnished as are the bed rooms. One will find several bed

rooms. Then perhaps a dining room, usually nicely furnished. 

These rooms run in a row toward the back connected by an out

side gallery, usually ~lassed in. These main rooms look out 

on a beautiful flower garden or front patio. On f arther back 

are found more rooms, the bath, store rooms, etc., and the 

last room and one of the least important is the kitchen, 

which is usually dark and dirty. Often this room is even set 

apart from the main house among the second series of smaller 

rooms used as servants quarters and found in the second patic . 

This second patio has no flowers, but is where the chickens, 

wood and coal, etc., are kept. Every house is separated 

from the neighbours by a high wall of adobe or boards so 



-66-

that there is no contact al tho voices (.can be heard over the 

fence of the servants who usually take care of the work in 

the back pa ti ·• 

The domestic life of the Chilean home is characteris

tic. The household never arises before 8 : 00 oclock and about 

9 :00 oclock a couple of cups of coffee with bread is served. 

The gentlemen then go to their place of business never be ing 

in any hurry to get there as a North American would be. At 

noon all business activity stops. The men return home for 

the noon meal. During the hours of 12:00 to 2:00 no one is 

expected to make any formal calls. At 4:00 oclock every one 

takes tea. If it is not convenient for the men to return 

home they will either be served at their pla ce of business or 

more like~go to the nearest caf,. Stores close at 5:00 or 

6:00 and every one dresses for the 8 :00 oclock 'paseo' in the 

(central) plaza, returning home for dinner at 9:00 oclock. 

This is the big meal of the day which consists of f ive or 

more courses, ex cept among the laboring class of people that 

cannot afford such a daily extravagance . Because of the late 

meal people do not go to bed very early but spend t he even

ing in friendly conversation or at times the men go out walk

ing in the streets or 'alameda' after dinner. In s ome homes 

'ma te' t he national tea of Chile and Argentina is se r ved just 

before retiring . This custom is especially common among the 

peasant class . A daugh.ter does not invite her gentlemen 

friends into the home ( al tho t h is 'more' . is breaking down) 

nor is she allowed to go out alone at night . A father does 
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not take much responsibility in the care of the children, 

feeling that that is the duty of the house wife. The mother 

altho she has oversight of all tha't goes on~the care of the 

children, for the most part leaves t 11em in the hands of a 

servant who is hired for that purpose. Some of the domestic 

characteristics of the Chileans are pointed out by Alice Day 

McLaren who writes in the Scribner's Magazine, and because 

of the many traits which are helpful in tl1is study of the 

race her article is quoted at length. The first quotation 

is a description of a typical visit to one of these Chilean 

homes. 

After ringing several times the heavy outer door 
is opened a crack by a - maid , who peeks out as 
if you were about to assault the mansion. "Is 
the senora in?" She looks vague and asks, "The 
senora", "Yes-, the senora so and so", you specify. 
"oh", with a look of drawing comprehension, "who 
knows?'' ( the inevitable qui en sabe?) Tneri in a 
snrill- voice she calls back from where she stands 
to some unseen person within: "Mar!a! Marfa! Is 
misses Emalia at home?" A voice comes back; "Oho 
knows! I will go and ,See." After a long interval 
of standing in the street; "Yes, she is here. Come 
in." You are t hen conducted to the door of the 
big sal6n which is found to be locked. "Maria! 
Mar-i-i-a!" shouts your guide , "where is the key, 
then?" "who knows?" A hunt ensues while you 
stand on the stone paving. Finally the smiling 
maid apologetically mut.,ering "For Dies" appears 
and lets you into an a ir-tight but elegant room, 
whith the assurance that missis Eulalia will be 
there in a little moment . In twenty little moments 
your hostess appears looking quite lovely, kisses 
you on both cheeks receiving you with such charm
ing cordiality, talks to you with so much vivacity, 
and shows so much interest in the newly arrived 
Yanque in particular and Yanqueland in general, 
that you yield yourself up to the enjoyment of 
your call and consider the afternoon well spent 
after all •••• They live in a big modern house · 
built around a square patio garden full of flowering 
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orange trees, palms, and ferns. A married daughter, 
her husband an five children, and a married son live 
with the parents. The uppers are occupied by another 
married daughter (a lovely creature) and her husband 
and family. Just around the corner, but 'on the 
property' dwell a married son and his family.l 

Mrs. :McLaren describes another visit to a Chilean home which 

points out their courtesies and a t tent iveness as well as 

some of the domestic life. 

I was seated on the sofa and plied with questions, 
asked with the most engaging friendliness and sim
plicity, "How long had I been married?" "Did I 
have children? n "Vmy not?" "Was my d,ress made in 
the United Stat es?" "Did -they create styles there 
or use French ones-? n "How much did it cost?" "How 
old was I?" "How d-id North American ladies -keep so 
slim?" 1'What d id they use in New York for indoor 
w!!aps-?" At this last question I gazed at their 
white -fur-scarfs with envy. • • • It isn't really a 
low temperature, but a sort of damp, creeping chill 
in the unheated houses •••• Just a small amount of 
heat in the houses would do away with all the dis
comfort, but they cons ider that battling the cold 
makes a strong race . They certainly look robust.2 

A vew words concerning the Chileans at the opera are charac

teristic. 

Viewing each other is apparently one of the reasons 
to go to the theatre here, as elsewhere , and glass
es are v.iolently busy during the intermissions. The 
effect is good , the women in evening gowns and many 
jewels and furs.3 

She speaks very encouraging words concerning the women of 

Chile and their future. 

lAlice Day McLarenc 

2Ibid 
3Ibid 

op. cit. p. 
op. cit. p. 

"The Yanquis of South American 
Scribner ' s Magazine LXVII (Jan. 1920) 
pp. 50-51 

47 Scribner's Magazine (Jan. 1920) 
52 Scribner 's Magazine (Jan. 1920) 
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The women have a very fine idea of emancipation and 
progress, and I am convinced that they have a fu
ture. There is a Club de Senoras and a very active 
institution it is. Two or three times a week they 
have lectures or talxs by well-known men on various 
subjects, literature, politics, war and r eligion. 
There are organized classes in history, languages, 
education, hygiene, and domestic science •••••• 
Several of the members are writers and contribute 
to papers and reviews. One v ery charming ~oman I 
have met, not only writes f or magazines, but con
ducts a women's column in a daily paper. This is 
a tremendous step for the "first families" in South 
America and every time I see t his particular woman, 
beautiful, smartly dressed, the gracious hostess 
in her mother's f ine old house, my eyes fairly pop 
with admiration.I 

Another part of this interesting article describes the peopl 

themselves in more detail, and points out in what respects 

they are so different than other South .American people. 

In a letter from some one at home I was asked: 
"Is it true t hat all the Chilean women are 
beautiful, and all the men gallant?" and I wrote 
back, "pretty nearly!" Everywhere are good look
ing people. It is the most astonishing race and 
not at all the type one usually sets down · as "Latin", 
that is, short, sli ght built and dark. The men are 
many of them tall and broad-shouldered, as many 
fair as dark. The women are tall, too, and a great 
number of them lovely to look at, and t hey carry 
themselves like queens, heads up arid shoulders 
erect. Chile is called "the Cor ner of the orld" 
because it is so far away from everywhere, but 
nevertheless it has its own civilization and quite 
an advanced one at that. Moreover, it is not a 
civilization aped from other countries, a mere 
veneer, but a solid one rising like our own from 
the t astes and temper~nent of the people. The 
Chileans are known as the Anglo-Saxon of South 
America. It might even go farther. There is 
something very '.American' about them. They look 
like u s and think like us; they have our kind of 
humor and our characteristics, f!"iend:J:.y ·~frankness 

1Alice Day McLaren "The Yanquis of South America" 
Scribner's Magazine LXVII (Jan. 1920) p.53 
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they have many of our tastes and aptitudes and 
cherish many of our ideals . I am inclined to 
agree with a Chilean . who said to us, "e are 
more than the Anglo-Saxon of South America, we 
are the Yanques of South .America ."l . 

A great deal more could be said about the women of 

Chile for they are well organized and send their delegates 

to the Inter-American Congress of women. One of their mottos 

is, "La mano que mece lacuna es la mano que mueve el mundo .n 

"The hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that moves the 

world.re 2 For the past ten years the women's organizations 

of Santiago have been vitally interested in Politics , and 

this past year (1934) the women of Chile were, by constitu

tional law, allowed to vote . The most outstanding figure 

among the women of the country is Gabuela Mistral, known the 

world over for her writings and interests in Goverrunental 

affairs~ A few years ago s he was minister of education and 

more recent ly was named by the Government as foreign minis-

ter to one of the Central American St ates . This latter 

office she d id not accept however. We will have occasion to 

quote from her lines in a later chapter. · 

Among the men one finds many outstanding figures of 

world note. The present President of the country, His ~xcell 

ency Senor don Arturo Alessandr i, is well known for his won

derful oratory as well as for his d'plomatic achievements. 

A few words from an article concerning his address at the 

lAlice ·Day lfoLaren "The Yanques of South America" 
Scribner's Magazine (Jan. 1920) pp. 55-56 

2:IIiditorial tt Gentileza de Las Mujeres Chilenas" Pan 
American Magazine XXXIX (Oct. 1926) p. 168 
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Pan American Conference held in Santiago in April and May 

of 1923, are typical expressions about him heard in many 

parts of the world. 

For several years President Alessandri has nobly 
championed the cause of South American solidarity 
and of international confraternity among the nations 
of the world. His address before an assembled throng 
at the opening of the Fifth Pan .American Conference 
was, for logic .and power of its expression, worthy 
to endure among the classics of American orations; 
it was so highly appreciated by the Brazilian men 
of letters as to be translated into Portuguese a.pd 
disseminated among the schools of that Republic. 

Another man of paramount value to the outside world 

as well as to his own country, is Senor don Agust,n Edwards. 

Altho possessing an English name he is thoroughly Chilean 

and t akes active part in gov ernmental affairs. He is a grea 

writer as well as a diplomat. One of his books about Chile, 

his own country which is very - ear to him, ( "Mi . Tierra ") , 

One of the highest honours ever bestowed upon Senor Edwards 

was the Presidency of t he League of Nations, which Chile 

gained in 1919. The f ollowing is a description of his able 

leadership of t hat organization. 

The third asse.mbly of the League of Nations, held 
d~ring September in Geneva, has as pr esident the 
distinguished diplomat in European circles, Senor 
d on Agust!n ~dwards, f or 1any y ears minister of 
Chile a t the Court of St. J ames. The gifted Chile
an statesman ha.s had no easy t as k, for the sessions 
of t he League involve extremely hard work, and the 
exerci s e of nuch techn i cal knowledge, a s well as 
unremitting tact and energy. Senor Edwards, as the 
first South American, the first Latin American, 

1w. v. Rosor "Was t he J?ifth Pan- A..--ne r i can Confer ence a 
Failure?" Pan .American Ma azine 23rd y ear 
l o. 4 , Oct. 1J 23 • 168 
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called upon to preside over the League, has 
worthily displayed the high qua lities of his 
race, and not Chile alone, but the s ister re
publ i cs of the continent may well be proud of 
the manner in which he filled a post whi ch is 
far from being merely ornamental. The world 
does not y et, perhaps, realize the valuable work 
accomplished by the League but its work for 
brotherhood and pe ace is not performed in vain. 1 

These are but t wo exru ples of the Chilean educated 

and cultured class , perhaps more outstanding tnan others but 

nany more examples could be g iven that would reveal these 

same outstanding ~ualit ies. They are well read, and vitally 

interested in the af r'ai r s ot' t he world. Mr. ~ . D • ..Kilburn, 

vice-president and general manager of tne estin~ouse Elec 

tric nternational Company , remarks on nis impressions re

ceived from tne business men of Chile thus: 

The business en with whom I hav e come in contact 
have s omewhat surprised me ·oy being so well in
f ormed on subj~cts not only pertaining to ~heir 
own work, but on t h ose widely iverging from these, 
as well as world condi tions at large . One point 
that has struck me here is the importance tha t a 
man 's name lends to a business transaction and to 
illustrate to you I wi ll mention that apparently 
a bus iness man here can ob t~1n credit a g ood deal 
more easily s i mply on his reputation and business 
honor tnan would be possible in the United States, 
where the size of his bank account would be given 
greater importance .~ 

lengthy description ot· the h omes, domes ti c life, 

and personal traits of both men and women o~· th~ cult~red 

1Editorial 

2 

".The League of Nations; A Chilean President" 
Pan American Maga zine XXXV ( Nov. 1922) p . 218 

"Electification of Chile's ~ai lways" Pan 
American Magazine XXXIII (June 1921)~. 37 
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class has been made , but that is really only half of Chile. 

The lower class, as has been mentioned , has characteristics 

all its own and one must get a picture of their life and 

habits in order to understand the peasant folk of Chile . The 

greatest cause for a chasm between these two classes -is the 

great difference in economic status. Most of this uncultured 

class live in very humble dwellings many of them in the rural 

districts are but mud huts with thatched roofs -and dirt 

floors. A visit to the interior among the mountaineers re

veal many very primative conditions and much ignorance and 

even superstitions. fuch suffering is seen in this class be

cause of the starvation wages they try to live upon and be

cause of their great ignorance of the necessity of sanitary 

conditions and lack of proper physical care. Up until the 

past ten or twelve years the medical profession did not take 

much interest or care for these people as class distinction 

was very strongly felt in those days and the 'roto' was look 

ed down upon. These people naturally feared the doctors and 

rightly so . The medical work among these peo.ple is rapidly 

improving but good care is not available as yet in the small 

er towns and villages, off from the main railway line. The 

•Patron" or landlord must be considered a gentleman of cul

ture and of sufficient wealth to supply his own requirements 

and to educate his children abroad. He ra~ely seems to care 

how wretche.d his 'inquilinos ' (tenants) may be al though 

nearly always ready to help in times of special adversity . 1 
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It i s among this class that the death rate is so high es

pecially among infants as the mothers do not know how to care 

for their babies. There are many illegitimate children born 

among them a nd much i mmoral practice goes on. They are 

thoroughly patriotic however and celebrate their Independence 

Day which is very indicative of their whole life. ~u oting 

again at length from an article about a typical patriotic 

celebration one gets an impression of · their manneri sm, their 

sorrows and humor , their g~~es, their peculiar dance, the 

'cueca ', their food, their drinking , their beauty and their 

peculiar instinctive love for sad music and ballads of sorrow 

sadness, lost love and death. Such a festivity is carried 

on out of doors for t wo or three days each year before and 

after the 18 th of September, their Independence Day • 

1 . 

•••• the bullock carts came to rest and their pass 
engers unload the baskets of food, the demajuanas 
of wine and the inevitable guitar , and make their 
camp for the day •••• Further away there was a row 
of ramadas, the dancing-booths , whose walls were 
formed of interlaced. branches unstripped of their 
green leaves. Everywhere the flag flapped in the 
light breeze •••• Here were many meetings of 
friends who had not seen each other for months , 
with talk of the hopes of siembras and the price 
of cattle • .And even the most innocent of eaves
droppers could always hear these long and particu-
lar inquiries into the family health ••• "Y la 
Mariani ta?" • • • "Bien, Graci as. II "Guardo cama por 
casi una semana pero, ya estaµn poco mejor". "Mira! 
porqu e no le doy una agui ta de ••• " 11 0ye! que" paso 
con mi Felicita ••• " By the way, we may say that 
these conversations are no~ always between the ladies1 A tanned rough huaso is a storehouse of curious lore. 

"A Diez-y-Ocho Celebration in Chile" Pan 
American Magazine X:XXV ( Nov.1922) pp.~9-40 
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The games that are played on these occasions makes one t hink 

of the old time county fair . "Las corr idas de vacas" (the 

bullock races) is always one of the list. This is purely 

Chilean sport, which frankly does not appear particularly 

exciting to anyone not fully acquainted with the niceties of 

the game. 1 The men of this class are wonderful horse-men 

and have a good many games with their horses .. The Chilean 

horse is small and very wiry. One distimctly Chilean game 

is the "topeaduras" .1 This is played against "la barra", 

trunk of a tree, horizontal with the ground set up about two 

and a half feet. The rider must keep his stirrup on the 

trunk while the horses, one on each side shove against each 

other as they work their way from one end of the trunk to th 

other. The horses too, seem to enter into the ~pirit of thi 

game as. much as their masters. Then ·there comes the attempt 

to ride a 'chucro' or unbroken horse. Returning to t h e 

article for its description we have 

The winner of this event was a typi-cal huaso; tall 
sparely built and thin of face, with a shock of 
blue-black hair and of course a little more than 
half drunk. He had to be assisted to mount the 
barebacked, bridleless horse which was quiet as 
long as its head was covered with a coat. But when 
this wes removed it set off with the speed of a shot 
and then it would stop suddenly and buck. Three 
times was this valiant winner flung from its back 
and rolled in the dust. Eventually he was not to 
be shaken off. And later we saw him dancing a cueca 
with unimpaired agility. 2 

1 "Gilian", in the South Pacific Mail 11 A Diez-y-ocho Celebra 
.tion in Chile" Pan .American Magazine X:XXV 
( Nov. 1922) p. 2~9-240 

z Ibid op • cit • . p • 240 
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And of course there is great hilarity when the greased 

pig is turned loose and the big chase is on, endeavoring to 

catch the pig and win the prize. When the mornings games 

begin to lag and the noon hour draws near people begin to 

gather in groups of families and friends and find shady spots 

beneath the trees where the large baskets are opened and 

their contents liberally passed out. 

Strange and incongruous masses of food, all of it 
cold and most of it greasy, were eagerly devoured 
with a freedom from all convention. But there was 
something present that was better than most conven
tions, and that was generosity and hospitality. 
Friends were warmly invited to share in the fare 
and drink of the huge 'potrillos' great tumblers 
filled with wine, or to have a prolonged squeeze 
of the leather bag which sent a thin jet of wine 
directly into the mouth.l 

Along with the 'ramadas' are booths where drinks and 

quick lunches are sold and all kinds of raffling booths, both 

of which do good business on these festivity days. :All 

through the day the national Chilean dance is carried on but 

especially in the evenings and often far into the night this 

becomes the important activity of the celebration. The foll

owing description gives a fine idea not only of the dance but 

of the type of people under consideration and their character 

istic evening ballads. 

Popular opinion has agreed that the zamacueca is a 
vulgar dance. Possibly it is. But the Fox Trot or 
Shimmy of the modern ballroom compare very unfavour
ably with these cuecas danced in the dappled shade 

1south Pacific Mail, "A Diez-y-ocho Celebration in Chile" 
Pan American ]!agazine, "X.XX'v, ( Nov. 1922) p. 241 
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of the willows with the winds of spring blowing 
over the scented countryside. There is prelimi
nary thrumming, the tattoo is beat with the fingers 
on the hollow ~ody of the guitar, the rhythmic 
clapping of hands starts, and then, the singers' 
shrill voices break into: no sea tan descorado, 
Hijito, para mirar me, Porque mi madre no deja un 
momenta de calearme. Si la vieja supiera cunanto 
te quiero, me matar!a a palos con el plumero. Con 
el plumero, mi alma, I es bein sabido, Porque ya 
varias veces Me ha sucedido. Cierto tondondore 
Al otro pie. The dancer is a sturdy built huaso 
who moves through -the complex steps with a nimble 
seriousness, making his huge spurs tinkle to the 
melody, and as partner a lissom country girl, with 
soft brown eyes, whose luxurious black hair is 
held by a bright ribbon . In a few years' time 
she will be withered and yellow like her mother, 
who sits hunched up smoking a contemplative ciga
rette. But at present she is in the full flood
time of young womanhood and is beautiful . As 
they dance the onlookers urge t hem on with quip 
and call rousing their enthusiasm till suddenly 
the music stops and the huge glass of wine that 
has been prepared for this moment is handed around • 
••• The solemnity of the dying day touched a mel
ancholy cord. It was then they called upon one 
to ·sing, and so, sitting watching the sunset, 
they thoroughly enjoyed listening to tristes, 
doleful ballads of lost love and death . 

~strellita del lejano cielo, 
~ue miras mi dolor, 
~ue sabes mi sufrir , 

Baja, yd{ si me quieres un poco, 
Porque sin ella, no puedo vivir.~ 

This same mystic spirit of suffering and death that 

grips the Chilean soul until it becomes a very part of their 

life is beautif~lly portrayed in a poem written by Amado 

Nerve, called"! Oh Muerte!" (Death) . A wonderful translation 

which not only preserves the rhyme but the spirit and thought 

1 s outh Pacific Mail "A Diez-y-ocho Celebration in Chile" 
Pan American Magazine r.ror ( Nov. 1922) p . 242 
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of the Spanish is made by Alice Stone Blackwell • 

. ! Oh Muerte ! 

!Oh muerte, tu eres madre de la filosof!a! 
Tu ennobleces .la vida con un ! Q,uien Sabe! y das 
Sabor a nue s tra s horas con tu melancolia. 
En todo lo qu e es gr ande: dolor, amor, tu · es t as. 

Arco triunfal de marmol negro, por donde pasa, 
dignificada, el alma que sin cesar lucho, 
Cual heroe t actiturno; regale, abri go, casa, 
de quien desnudo y solo la dura tierra hollo ••• 

Tu avaloras las Vidas mas Vacuas y vulgares. 
Sancho Panza agoniza y hay en el majestad. 
Tu perfilas los rostros con l{neas singulares, 
! mir{fica e s cultora de la Serenidad! 

Es tuyo todo el oro del silencio. ( La plat a 
de la elocuencia dej as para el necio vivir.) 
Bia s d ice tu mutismo que nuestra ca t arata 
verbal de milenarios, en su vano fluir! 

Lapuerta de la es t ancia cierra t u mano palida , 
Y ya no vemos nada, ya no sabemos mas. 
?Se metamorfosea detras una crisalida? 
'?·Q,ue alquimia portentosa se realiza de,tras? 

! Oh muerte, creadora de misterio, tu hiciste 
~ue la inquietud volase por vez primera en pos 
del Ideal. Mirando tu faz angusta y triste, 
el hombre alzo las ojos y se encontro con Dios! 

Death 

Death , thou art mother of philosophy! 
Li fe thou ennoblest, asking ''Who may know?" 

Thy sadness gives a fragrance to our hours; 
Thou art in all things great - in love - in woe. 

Black arch triumphal, through whose portal goes, 
With honour crowned, the soul that well hath striven 

Like a mute hero; shelter, refuge house 
Of him who trod rough paths, lone, bare, wind-driven! 
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Thou dignifiest common lives; in death 
Thou lendest Sancho Panza majesty; 

Faces thou chiselest with alien lines, 
Thou wondrous carver of serenity! 

Thine is the gold of silence. Thou doest leave 
Silver of eloquence to foolish life. 

More says th¢y dumbness than our cataract 
Of myraid words with empty noises rife. 

Thy pale hand shuts the doorway of the house, 
And nothing further do we know or see. 

Beyond it, is a chrysalis transformed? 
What miracle ot· mighty alchemy? 

Creating wonder , thou didst first make man 
Seek the ideal, and look beyond the clod. 

Gazing upon thy face august and sad, 
He raised his eyes on high and there found God . 

Mention has already been made concerning the unhealtty 

and unsanitary conditions found among this class of people. 

But a glance at the government statistical charts and figur

es reveal in a startling way the seriousness of these condi

tions. Chile, because of the wonderful climate, especially 

in the central section where the bulk of the people live 

should be one of the healthiest countries in the world. e 

see that the opposite is true, however , and Chile has the 

highest death rate, altno it had been below the top figures, 

since 1900 the rating has remained over and above all others 

in spite of the fact that they have been greatly reduced in 

the last decade. The most common causes of death are tuber

culosis and pneumonia. Infant mortality is far higher than 

in other countries whiqh of coutse brings the death rate of 

all ages up. This is traceable to the enormous number of 

illegitimate children born in the country ( over 25% of total.' 



-80-

This death rate is due to ignorance of mothers, unsanitary 

conditions and inherited diseases, especially alcholism and 

veneral complaints.l For the whole of Chile, it is found 

that of all children born, sixty per cent die in their first 

year. 1 The Government seems to be alive to this appaling 

state and has taken on an extensive sanitary program prepared 

by an expert whose services had been secured for the purposet 

The medical profession is developing rapidly and new 

clinics and medical and sanitary inspection is thoroughly 

carried out. Baby clinics are in operation by the Government 

where free care is given and milk provided for those who can

not afford t o buy. Free dental care is given to the school 

childr6n and school nurses visit the schools for physical ex

aminations . The greatest s tep of all that the Government has 

taken is an obligatory insurance for all working class of 

people. Anyone that has any regular income, no matter how 

small , must buy his insurance stamps . The employer pays even 

a larger percent toward this sickness or accident insurance, 

and by taking their stamp book to the Government clinics 

located in every town they get free medical care. This is 

proving to be a great success and a wonderful help to the 

country. The professional class have another type of insur

ance which provides for a time when one is out of work. 

The educational system is developing rapidly, in fact 

1webster E. Browning op. cit. pp . 17-18 
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so rapidly that mission school teachers at times wonder 

whether it is worth while for them to continue their woPk. 

Altha new school systems have been inaugurated and an effi

cient teaching staff has been developed , there still remains 

much to be done, especially in the rural districts . There 

are a number of private schools, such as those of the Roman 

Catholic Church, the evangelical missions , the foreign 

colonies and private individuals directing their own schools. 

There is also a large Roman Catholic University much the 

same as the State University . The Government has several 

Agricultural schools, Normal schools, technical schools and 

comrneri cal schools. Nevertheless , about . 50% of the popula~ 

tion remains illiterate. 

There is no racial problem in Chile as there are ver 

few foreigners in the country. There are no negroes, a stri -

ing difference from other countries of South America. The 

few negroes in the country during the early centuries have 

disappeared. Slavery has never existed, save in a very lim

ited degree, and that was abolished by law in 1811, Chile 

thus being the first country in the Western Hemisphere to 

emancipate its slaves.*' Orientals have never entered in 

great numbers, the warmer climate of Peru and Mexico being 

more suited to them. The list of foreigners in Chile is 

found among the charts that follow. The Germans are no 

1webster E. Browning op. cit. p. 18 
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doubt the greatest asset to the country because of their 

cultural back-ground and their willing spirit to adopt Chile 

as their own country. 

TA.BLE Y 

Foreigners in the country 
that are of the greatest 
number ·according to the 
1930 census.l 

Spaniards - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 23 ,439 

Italians - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 11,070 

10,861 

1 0 , 3"66 

Germans - - - - -

Bolivians - - -

Argenti1*,ns - - - - - - - - - 7,048 

Peru~ians - - - - - - - - - - - -

English -

6,223 

5,292 

French - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5,007 

Yugoslavs - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - 4,064 

Palestinians - - - - - - - - - - - - 3,156 

North Americans - - - - - - - - - - - 2,078 

1sinopsis Geografic o - .Estad{stica de la Republica de Chile 
:p. 52 
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Country 1861- 70 

Chile 26 . 8fv 
. German.v 26 ~9 

Spai n :?0 .4 
Fr e..nce 23. 6 
Great :Br itian 22 . 6 
I t aly 30 . 3 
Japan 
Ru.mania. 
Russia 

(E r o~:'r.. ) 
Sweden 20 . 2 
U.S. . 

C He (lS32) 
urnania (1928) 

Costa Rica (1 27) 
Hungar y (193 ) 
11ul c.:iaria (lC)~L ) 
Ji:g t (1?27) 
Portugal (1 ~~o ) 
San Salva or (1928) 
cJ apa.n 1°29) 
C zecho- RJ. ovakia ( c ) 
Colomb ia (1 . 2 ) 
I t aly 'l 8 ) 
,.1st ia (192(~ ) 
S a._n (1930 ) 

rge , tina (1921) 
Jruguay (1927) 

Belgium (1 989 ) 

- 8 

E 11H P.P-TE 

'!1., J3LE VI 

(ci he rs ou t of every l, 00 inhabit . ts) 

l 71-80 18 81- 90 1901- 10 19 1- 20 

28 . 576 Z9 .471 32 .8% 1.6% 28 . 170 
27 . 2 25 .1 22 .• 1 18 . 7 12. 5 

...,1.7 .29 . 5 25 .2 1 .., . 0 
23 . 7 22 . l 21.5 19 .4 17 .o 
21. - 19 . 2 18 . 2 15 . 4 l r?, , l 

.a 27 . 3 24 .2 21.6 16 . 6 
18 .0 1 ; . 8 20 . 6 20 . 6 
31.3 27 .5 29 .1 25 . 8 22 .1 

35 . 7 34. 3 33. 8 29 . 9 24. l 
18 . 2 16. 16.4 1 1.1 .• 9 1 2 . l 

12 . 11.8 

r'1 u;LE VJ:! 

Infant ~1o rtal it * 
(ou t of every l ,ono , or n al.iv~) 

184 
172 
154 
151w 
lCS~ 

142 
1,1.2 
1 38 
129 
120 
118 
117 
111 
106 
104 

Finl and (192v ) 98 
Ca 8.( a (1 929) _ 0 
~ rrnany (1 .~o) 4 
cotl and (1 930) 83 

I' mark ( 9 2 ) c 
. rnce (1. '• 0 ) 78 
So11.t~1 fric tm U ion (1°30 ) 70 
I re ~.nd (lq~:m ) 7 

' :or th I .land ( .)30) 66 
T n: ted t a tes (L 27 ) -. 5 

weden (1 S/2 ) 62 
Engl and (1930 ) 60 
s,~r1t ze rl and (1929 ) 5 2 
.Austr~.lia (1929 ) 51 
,for;ra (1928 ) 49 
\ ew Zeal and. (l 9 30 ) 35 

*Sinops1_s Geografico - Estadistica de La Republ ice de Ch ile 

j 

1931 

2G .O'l: 
11. 2 
17 . 8 
16 . 3 

l • 12 . 3 
14 . 7 
18 . 3 
1 . 4 

18 .9 
11. 7 
11.3 
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CHAPTER N 

REL IGIOUS DEVELOPMENT 

The Indians 

The Indian population of South America is far greater 

than that of North America. The exact figures are not ob

tainable as it has been impos s ible to take a census of the 

Indians of the interior, but calculations have been made 

which range from 3,000,000 to 20,000,000. Estimates of the 

famous ~uichua Indians (Incas of Peru and ~olivia) alone vary 

from 2,000,000 to 6, 000,000 .l A more accurate ~igure for the 

total population would most likely be found between 10,000, 

000 and 15,000,000. Dr . Speer makes a very conservative 

estimate of the Indian population of several of the South 

American countries as follows: 

Brazil 
Argentina 
Paraguay 
Chile 
Bolivia 
Peru 
Ecuador 
Colombia 

1,200,000 
30,000 
50,000 

101,000 
550 ,000 

1,700,000 
1,000,000 

250 ,oool 

1Robert E. Speer Missions in South America , 

- 86-

p. 138 
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Peru is unique in that more than half of her popula

tion is made up of pure blooded Indians and another fourth of 

the mixed Indians and Spanish. The remainder being white, 

negroes and Asiatics.l Mention has been made in a former 

chapter of the cruelty shown these Indians in the early con

quest days when they were driven into slavery by the Span

iards. In an address made by Dr. Webster he mentions some 

of the unimaginable atrocities of the Spanish treatment of 

these South American Indians as they were bought and sold as 

slaves.2 Dr. Speer states that "Slavery simply wiped out the 

people by the million."3 But there is one pleasing thought 

concerning the invaders of this New World. They did not ex

terminate the Indians. It is believed that the spread of 

this new civilization in the continent has preserved him as 

he was not preserved in North .America.4 There are today 

perhaps twenty times as many full blooded Indians in South 

America as are left in the United States and Canada. More

over the Indian blood is the chief strain in most of the new 

formed races of the south land. Dr. Speer quotes from the 

London Times, South American Supplement for August 30, 1910, 

which reveal the different attitudes toward the Indians of 

1webster E. Browning, op. cit. p. 59 
2webster E. Browning, Latin America, -The Land, The People , 

The Problems p. 14 
3Robert E. Speer South American Problems p. 196 
4Ibid -op. 9it. p. 197 
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those of both continents. 

The Latin white has not so despised the Indian 
as to disdain the idea of a union of members of 
the two races; to the Anglo-Saxon the idea of 
any such union is repugnant; and so the North 
American Indians have been compelled to remain 
creatures apart, inferior beings, outcasts. 
Forced to marry among those of their own race 
only, their diminished numbers have naturally 
let to a great deal of inbreeding amongst the 
peoples of the various tribes, and the inevit
able result is that they are dying out. In 
South Junerica the .case is very different, the 
white and the Indian have mixed wi t h a fair 
amount of freedom, and the result has been not 
altogether harmful to either people. In fact, 
where the inter-mixture has been most common, 
a decidedly fine, sturdy, valorous race has 
been evolved - a race destined perhaps to do 
great things.l 

It is interesting to note that while the Indian 

blood is predomina1!t~ in the mixed race of Peru, it is the 

Spanish that is more strongly characteristic in the Chilean 

vace, though retaining many Indian qualities.l 

One of the most highly developed civilizations of 

the early centuries is known to have lived on the high t able·~ 

lands of Peru and Bolivia. Where this civilization came 

from we do not know. Nor do we know anyt hing•of its nature 

except as its architentural ruins show that it had Oriental 

kinships. Many of these ruins can be seen t oday in the 

Ancient Capital city of the Incas ( or Q,uichua), at Cuzco, 

and around about the Lake Titacaca in Peru. Immense stone 

1 
Robert E. Speer, Sou·th American Problems, p. 197 
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pillars and gateways, which must have been brought from 

great distances, prove that they must be akin to the race 

which left its massive monuments in Central America and 

Mexico, and capable of as great achievements as the ancient 

Egyptians.! It is evident that their influence and control 

extended from Colombia south to central Chile . This early 

Inca civilization disappeared centuries before the discovery 

of America. It is difficult to separate facts from fiction 

in the stories told about these people , but it seems clear 

that there was a widespread , socialist~ theocratic Govern

ment organized and administered by the Incas. Wonderful 

systems of roads and irrigation were constructed. Armies 

were organized which brought the whole Andean Plateau under 

the Inca sovereigns.2 

The State controlled every activity, agr iculture, 
commerce , marriage, work and play. But when the 
central government fell , the whole civilization 
fell, proving the fnailty of such a socialistic 
order. Altho the culture of the Incas surpassed 
that of the Aztecs in Mexico , their resisting 
power was nothing in comparison with the energy 
and fierceness of the Aztec race . 3 

The empire had reached its greatest prosperity in the genera 

tion before the Spaniards came. The following century found 

them weakened considerably by a period of civil war which 

made the Spanish invasion comparatively easy . 

l Robert E. Speer, 
2Ibid op. cit. 
3Ibid op . cit . 

South .American Problems, 
p . 6 
p . 6 

p . 197 
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The native inhabitants of Chile are believed to have 

been very distinct in habits and customs from the Incas of 

Peru, but very little is known ot tnese early inhabitants, as 

there does not remain the evidences ot· a cultured race .. ae J..e. 

There seems to have -been a marked division among the 

native races of Chile, brought out mainly by those tribes who 

accepted the domination of the Inca and those who success

tully resisted nis :i:u.J.e. By the fifteenth cen~y the Inca 

had pushed southward establishing some kind of rule over the 

Chilean (Picunchee) tribes. Their power extended as far 

south ae the river Maule .l Here they were barred by the 

fierce Araucanian race who occupied the territory south of 

the Bio Bio river. 2 Speaking of these northern tribes of 

Chile Dr . Browning says: 

these simple people, however, lacked organization, 
and easily fell under the sway of the highly organ
ized Incas in the north, who under the Inca Guasca, 
are said to have conquered them about 1425. There 
still remains evidence ~f their skill in the con
struction of roads and aqueducts in various parts 
of Arauchia. By 1550, the Incas seem to have held 
the country well under control ·as far south as the 
River Maule. The inhabitants led a simple 'pastoral 
life, at peac~ with all the world.3 

The latest history of Chile states that besides hav

ing well developed roads crossing their territory these 

l webster E. Browning , The West Coast Republics of South 
, America p . 20 
2solena R. Detrick, The Chilean People: Their Racial Back-

. ground and Social Conditions p. 1 
3webster E. Browning, 6P~ ~cit. p. 20 
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uichua (the real name for the Peruvian) Indians controlled 

a mail delivery s1 stem served by Indian runners with stops 

about every twenty miles.l The governors of the districts 

brought the people together to dwell in villages and towns 

where all activity was in vigilance and instruction.l In 

the cultivation of the soil they were taught to raise pump

kins, beans, corn and to i mprove the potato, which is a 

native product of Chile . l They also began to make use of the 

wool of the huanaco, the vicuna, and also the llama which 

was brought to them by the ~uichua from Peru . The cloth 

made from such wool was soon made use of in all of Chile . 

The art of pottery making introduced at that time is still 

used today in Chile. The industry that was most extensive 

during the time of the Incas was the mining of gold, silver 

and copper . The most important mine of which mention is 

made in later years during the settlement of the country 

under Valdivia , is Marga-Marga, near ~uillota . Many pins 

and adornments of gold are found in graves of these Indians 

as it wa~ their custom to bury with the dead all his belong-

ings . 2 

The religious life of the Chileans was also altered 

by the introduction of imagery. While they had ten or twen

ty icons before this new influence they now had no-t far from 

lLuis Galdames, Estud.io de La Historia de Chile , P• 20 
2 Ibid · p,. 21 

1 • 
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a thousand. 1 The adoption of this new culture including 

many of the words and habits of dress , ~te,, had a great ef

fect upon the later life of Chile. But the Chileans had to 

pay heavy tribute to Peru for this advancement and all had to 

be paid in gold. For one hundred years these Indians of 

northern and central Chil e were under the submission of the 

Incas. 2 

These Picunches . tribes of the north are of the Arau

canian stock as are all the numerous tribes of Chile , but the 

real Araucanian of which one hears so much in Chilean history 

are usually said to inhabit the central vall ey and especially 

that part south of t he Bio Bio river . It is true t hat most 

of the Indian population is f ound in or near that region 

called· Araucania from which t hey get their name . Besides 

this territorial name t hey are also called "Mapuches" which 

•eans "natives" or "men of the earth. "3 The Araucanians, 

because of their number and because of their importance in 

the forming of the Chilean r ace merit a special study. Men

tion has already been made of the valor of these Araucanians 

but a reference or t wo will bring back to mind the import

ance of these people before a detailed study of the race is 

begun. One author says: 

The Araucanian Indians of Chile were the stiffest 
necked Indians in South America. The Spaniards 

1Luis Galdames op. cit . p . 21 
2Ibid p. 22 
3-Ibid p . 11 



- 93-

~ever subdued them and the thile Government had 
its own troubles with them. 

A quotation from The Times, London, South American 

Supplement of August 30 , 1910 , made by Dr . Speer describes 

this race as follows: "The Indian strain in the Chilean 

people is the Araucanian stra in and Chile 

has in this groundwork the best fighting material 
to be found in South America today. That is not 
to be wondered at -when one considers both the an
c ient soldierly qualities of the Spaniard and t he 
nobl e fierceness of the Araucanian who maintained 
his independence throughout a war with Spain that 
lasted close on t hree hundred years , and was never 
vanquished . Though the Indians of Chile are a 
vanishing race , as a separate entity , largely ow
ing to the habit s of inte nperance, they, in common 
with the Peruvian Indians, have a:.cquired , they 
have flourishing descendants in the bulk of the 
people of Chile , whose national hero, it is worth 
while to note , i s no man of Spanish blood but the 
Araucani an Cacique Lautaro , the greatest military 
chieftain South America has pro~uces with the 
single exception of San Hartin . ~ 

The Araucanian men were short , sturdy and muscular 

with .broad f aces . 3 His f orehead was narrow, his small black 

eyes , and fl at nose and large mouth with thick lips and 

white teeth and pronounced cheek bone , gives a typical pic

ture of t he se primitive people . He is rarely known to poss 

ess a beard . Hi s serious attitude has much of the time a 

!Robert E . Speer , 
~Robert E. Speer , 
0 s olena R. Detrick 

Missions in South .America , p . 131 
South American Problems , p . 202 

op . cit. p . 4 

j • 



-94-

distrustful look and one tha t reveals determination and re

solution and that demands complete respect.l His color 
,~ 

varies from a · ulatto to a white, but "' most commonly copp ery. 

These Indians though s trong and brave and having 

wonderful military tactics a nd organization were not so high

ly cultured as t ne northern tribes . Their mode of dress was 

of the simplest .kind. Skins of animals or perhaps a skirt 

of straw, was all they deemed necessary -~or clothing. Their 

arms, legs from t he knee s down, and the feet always were un

covered. At times the head was covered by some animal skin 

or decorated with feathers . They were also known to paint 

their faces with black and white stripes t'rom coloring ex

tracted f rom the roo ts ot certa in trees . 2 

The dress worn by botn men and women was sleeveless 

and nade of two parts, a f ront and back sewn down the side 

and over the shoulders with str ips o · leather . Later when 

the dress was 1nade of cloth the men would cross t he two ends 

of t ne s kirt between the legs and tie them about the waist . 

The nead , neck and arms ot the women especially were adorned 

with ornaments of bea~s of small sea shells or small colored 

:pebbles . 2 

The dwellings of these Araucanians were very crude 

structures . Four up-right posts with cross bars forming a 

1Luis Galda.J!les , 
2Ibid op . cit . 

op. cit . p . 11 
:p . 12 
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rectangle or circle , a thatched roof of straw and walls of 

either straw or b~anches of trees , perhaps covered with mud . 

These huts were called "rucas" usually to be found in isolat

ed part , along the s treams or in the deep ~orests. These 

same structures are used by the Araucanian Indians toda.y . 

Tnis was a valuable possession to the Indi ans of the 

early days , as it was about all they had , and in it they ate , 

slept and during t he winter were protected from the cold and 

rain . The bed in one corner of the room was no more than a 

pile of straw with a log or trunk of a tree for a pillow. In 

the center of the room a fire burned both night and day . The 

food however was not cook ed. The fish was eaten just half 

cooked . They had no pots or pans for they were unknown ar

ticles . A hole would be burnt into a small trunk stub leav

ing a cavity in which the fish was placed with water and 

vegetables . Stones were heated until about red hot then 

thrown into this receptacle ·contain ing the food and stirred 

until it was thought to be cooked . l 

Hollowed out trun · s of trees served as boats in their 

fishing . The t wo most common weapons used in hunting of ani

mals were t he bow and arrow, and a strange strap to which 

stones were tied at each end . _nis was t hr own 1n such a way 

that it would wrap a round the feet of t he running animal and 

trip it . l 

1Luis Galdames, op. _ cit. p . 13 
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An indispensable aid to these hunters was the dog. 

This companion was s nall of body with small slender legs, a 

pointed nose an large ears. It was very agile in its move

ments rarely ever losing its prey.l 

The food of the Araucanians consisted mainly of vege

tables, fruits that grew in abundance in their territory and 

roots and tubers of the f orest such as the potat~. The 

fruits were used also in making various kinds of alcholic 

drinks. 

The organization of the Araucanians Society2 simply 

consisted of the f amily and the tribe, the latter being de 

termined by the region within which the families lived. The 

wedding ceremony was celebrated after the bride had been 

bought from her father by the groom who :paid the stipulated 

sum in animals , li quors , fruits , utensils and adornments of 

various kinds . Each man had as many wives as he could afford 

to buy. The ceremony was nothing more than a wedding feast 

to which all relatives and friends were invited. 2 

The women did all the work of the home , prepared the 

food, made the clothing, and even accompanied her husband on 

his hunting or fighting campaigns carrying the necessary pro

visions. Later on she even had to do the work of the field. 

But she was always badly treated, as he had bought her, she 

l Lu i s Galdames 
2rbid op. · cit. 

op. cit. 
p . 14 

p . 13 
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was his slave and he even had t he right to sell her if he so 

d es ired. The c hildren were poorly cared for. The father had 

no interest in hi s son until he became eight or ten year s of 

age when he was t aught t o us e the bow and arrow, etc. 1 fhen 

t he boy had learned h ow t o use all the implements of warfare 

he was then considered to be a man . l 

Boys were also t aught the games of the adults in 

order that they mi ght develop strong, vigorous bodies. The 

most common games were "La chueca 11 and "La p elot a" •1 The 

first game consisted of t wo sides of equal number of players , 

each having a stick curved at one end . Each group lined up 

on either side of a line drawn on the ground upon which was 

placed a small wooden ball about the size of a golf ball . I 

the midst of much excitement and much yelling at t he top of 

their voices each side endeavors to get the wooden ball over 

their goal line. The game is played much like s hinny. The 

second game was pl ayed with a larger ball al s o wooden, 

from one to another as they sta nd in a circle . A very commo 

exercise of strength was to test each others ability in heav 

weight lifting or breaking timber . The early morning plunge 

into the neare s t str eam wa s al s o thought necess ary to con

serve their health and s trength. 2 

These t ribes did not recognize a chief except in 

times of war. In time of peace t he father of the oldest 

1
2
Luis Galdames, op. _ cit . . p. 14 
Ibid pp . 14-15 
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family or perhaps the most valiant individual was the most 

respected and was called , "Cacique" . Later it was the one 

who had the most possessions and ric~es that was looked up 

to and called by this name . fuen tribes combined in order 

to make war against a common enemy a "toqui" or chief was 

elec ted whos e authority only lasted during the time of that 

particular campaign . 1 The raucanians were never organized 

into a nation, nor had any form of government . The military 

assemblies are the only public institut i on known among them. 

The blood stained arrow sent from one ' cacique ' of a tribe 

to another until all had re ceived the news was announcement 

of the assembly usually held in a hidden spot in some valley 

. or forest . The ' toqui ' chosen was usually one that demon

strated the most strength and most el oquence at these assemb

lies . The weapons most used were the arrow, the lance , the 

war club and a wooden sabre edged with sharp flint . 2 

Aside from their conflicts the raucanians were not 

very active . They lived a very qu i et , lazy life , except when 

overcome by some dominant belief which controlled their re

l igious life . Their supreme god was known by the name 

"Pellan" who had power over the winds and the clouds , and 

caused the t'under , lighten i ng , st~rms and -earthquakes . 2 The 

clouds were his abode . They also believed in a god of good 

1Luis Galdames , op . clt . pp . 14-15 
2Ibid pp . · 15- 16 
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who brought good crops and abundance of fish and fowls to 

make them happy, and a god of evil who sent suffering , sick

ness and death . In order to drive away the evil god and to 

please Pillan, the sacred tree "Canela" (cinnamon) was bu:rn

ed . l They believed in all sorts of magic , ghosts that would 

present themselves any hour of the night , or return of spir

i ts in the shadow of death . The "colocolos" were certain 

lizards that lived underground that would come out at night 

and drink a person's saliva, producing death. The "chon

chones" were animals with human- like heads with eart s so 

large that they served as wings to traverse the night in 

order to suck the blood from the sick ones . The ":fihuchenes" 

were winged serpents of the forests that sucked the blood of 

those who slept in the woods. 1 The Araucanians also be

lieved in presaging . The direction of a cloud , the flight o 

a bird , the tripping of a beast was sufficient to break up 

a campaign or a feast , certain that this was an omen of 

coming evil . I 

This great confusion of superstitious ideas brought 

with it a priesthood of witch doctors and fortune tellers . 

The former was called "mochi" . Sickness or death by sick

ness , was caused by some spirit which had been offended or 

the spirit of some enemy that had taken possession of the 

lLuis ·Galdames , op . cit . p . 16 
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body to punish it. The ceremony of healing was a very pom

pous affair called "machitun". All relatives were called 

into the 'ruca' and surrounded the sick person. At the head 

of the bed the "li!achi n would place a branch from the cinna

mon tree , then order that a "guanco" ( animal of Chile much 

like the llama of Peru) be brought which he would kill, cut 

out its heart and sprinkle the blood over the cinnamon 

branch. Then he would -burn certain herbs that would fill 

the room with smoke . When all was ready the "Machi" would 

go to his patient and pretend to suck that part of the body 

most painful or w~nded, and spit out red spital . Then by 

surprise he would suddenly present before all present a liz

ard or a toad, or some other such animal • . This was what was 

causing all the harm. During all this procedure the women 

would sing in a mournful tone and accompany their song with 

a very unpl easant noise made by a dried gourd filled with 

pebbles with which t hey kept time with their music . If the 

patient did not recover, the "IIIachi" would say that the most 

intimate or most noble parts of the body had been hurt and 

every one would believe him. If the patient died the par

ents would call the "dunguve" or fortune teller to find out 

who was the enemy. Usually some unworthy despised Indian 

was named who could take the punishment without much objec

tion on the part of the others . The innocent vne was burned 

alive . 

1Luis Galdames , op . cit . p . 17 
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Later the women exercised these of fices of witch 

doctor and fortune tellers, a nd even today the "Machin is 

known as a ghost or witch.l 

The Araucanians also believed in a future life de

monstrated by the burial of the dead. They did not believe 

in r ewards or punishments in the other wor ld but that each 

would follow the same life as practised on earth. If a 

warrior he would continue fighting up in the clouds against 

the same enemies. Because of this belief much attention was 

paid to the clouds and when the winds gathered the clouds, 

they would come together in small groups and send up out

rageous yells to t he dead of their tribes, that they might 

encourage them. The chief :3 continued to live among his own 

tribe but was transformed into a bumblebee or other insect 

or just a spirit. Thus the custom arose of throwing wine 

i nto the air at the t ime of their feasts that they might 

quench the thirst of these spirits.l 

The funeral services were quite elaborate, especially 

at the burial of a great leader. Forming· a long double file 

they would carry the body to the ne arest hill-top , and on 

the side of a mound they would dig a hole and construct a 

niche out of stone into which they would place the coffin. 

With the corpse was also placed all the utensils of the 

house and adornments and-weapons ever used by the dead and 

even food and water for the long voyage he mus t make . Long 

1Luis Galdame·s, op. cit. pp. 1 ?-18 
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and solemn chorus' were sung and in eloquent discourse his 

life history emphasizing his noble deeds was made. Then 

followed drinking in his honour as they would do at a feast 

or banquet . On the same day , a year later much of the cere

mony is carried out again, while they cover his grave with 

branches and flowers . $ongs , lengthy discourse and drinking 

are performed as a last token of memory, and from t hat time 

forth they leave him in·perfect ·peace . l 

The knowledge of these raucanians was very limited. 

They could not count to but ten or twenty using the fingers 

of both hands to do so . The only measures they had were, the 

' geme ' distance between the thumb and forefinger when extendec , 

the ' codo ' distance from h~nd to elbow, the ' pie ' the foot 

and the ' paso ' or step. It was not until much later they 

learned of the Spanish league. They told time by the move

ments of the sun and moon . They did have some knowledge of 

the numerous plants that grow in Chile that are used today 

in making medicine . The ''pichos" and "pirc~n" were used by 
.. 

them as a purgative . The "huevil" cured the fever . The 

"charnico" served as a narcotic , the 'palqui" was used as a 

perspiratory element . And the "cachanlagua" provided one of 

their most delicious drinks . I 

It can hardly be said that the Araucanian had a 

literature . Altho they waxed eloquent in their oratory and 

poetry , their· language was never reduced to writing . 

1Luis Galdames, op . cit . p . 18 

.. 



Thousands of words have been carried over i nto the present 

day Spanish now used in Chile , as are most of the geogr aphi 

cal names . 

Nor can we s ay they p ossessed an art , f or no aint 

ing was done and the car ving was so crude it can not be cal l 

ed an art . Thei r mu s ic was very sad a nd monotonous . The 

reed flute and whistle and gourd tambourine were the only 

instruments used . l 

Sen or Gal d~ e s names three good qualities and three 

bad qualities of the 4raucanian Indi ans as most character

istic of the race . They were patri oti c, valient and vi gor

ous as warriors , but on the other hand they were cruel , 

superstitious and heavy drinKers of alcholic bever ages . Be 

cause of their patr i otism and strength they pre f erred war

fare to any other activity . War and superst i tion developed 

in t hem a ver y cruel and revengeful people . There has never 

exis t ed a more barbari ous people nor has t here been a race 

that has sh own s o much courage , or resist ence in defending 

t heir liberty and t he ir country . l 

I n t he extreme s outh of Chile there inhabited a very 

primitive and distinct tribe of Ind ians called the "Fuegui 

nos" . I n t h is storm- swept co l d reg ion of the arch ipelagos 

the Ind i ans lived and still. live a v ery crude life . Their 

living conditions of t h ese natives of today are much the 

same as those described t hree or four hundred years ago . 2 

1Luis Galdames op.. cit . p . 19 
2s olena R. Detrick , op . cit . p . 3 
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These Indians spend most of their time in their open canoe 

with its wood f ire burning on a crude hearth in the center. 

These dark skinned natives are practically unprotected f rom 

the rain a nd wind . They me et passing ships and beg f or 

clothes and food in the same way they have done for centur

ies . l Contact v. ith new comers has tau ht them no more than 

a new list of demands . 1 They seem t o nave no place in the 

aevel opment of the life of Chile . Dr . Browning describes 

these people as follows: 

In the far south , there were, as there still are, 
a ·rew representatives of the most degraded tribes 
of Indi ans that have been f ound on the continent. 
It is believed by some that they may have been 
related to the ~ sq~imaux, and tha t they were as 
primitive as the river-drift en in Europ e. They 
lived by fis hing , had no sort of per~anent home, 
and no domestic animal save the dog . 2 

Dr . Browning also tells of missionary work carried 

on among these Indians by the South American Missionary 

So~iety in past years which has been discontinued probably 

because these Indians are dwindling to s~ch a small group 

that they today are faced with extinction.3 Dr. Speer also 

mentions these missionary activities and describes the 

natives as follows: 

Those who remember Allen Gardiner and his heroic 
deat h in Tierra del Fuego will wonder whether 
the~e are none left of the poor people among whom 
he came to work. Very few, and these few among 
the lowest people in the world, naked or clad 

~Salena R • . Detrick, op. cit. p. 3 
2uebster E . Browning, op. cit. p. 20 
3Ibid p. 45 



only with one loose skin rug, living in little 
reed huts which afford no shelter, feedi~g ~ ~on 
mussels or fish for which the naked women dive 
~nto the seal and possessing no ambition for 
improvement. 

A very interesting reference is made of Darwin's im-

pression of these primitive people. 

The great naturalist, Charles Darwin, when he en
countered these In ians on his famous trip in the 
"Beagle", regarded thera as the lowest of the human 
race, and thought that it would be impossible to 
influence them through any form of missionary ef
fort. Later on, learning of the results of this 
work, he revised this judgment and wrote, "The 
success of the Tierr a del Fuego mission is most 
wonderful and ' charms me , as I always prophesied 
utter failure. 11 2 

Missionary work has been carried on runong the Arau

canians for a good many years. The German Capuchins carry 

on an educational enterprise including industrial and agri

cultural training.3 

The South American Missionary Society, of the Angli 

can Church, began work among these 11 apuches" in 1895. At . 

present there are three stations, Temuco, Cholchol and Q,uepe; 

each having several out-stations.4 This work is also educa

tional including industrial schools as well as primary grades 

providing training for four or five hundred boys and girls . 

A small hospital and dispensary provides medical aid, for 

over three thousand people each year.4 The greatest problem 

that faces the missionaries working among these Indians is 

1Robert E . Speer, Missions in South America , p. 132 
~Webster E . · :Browning, op. cit. p. 45 

Ibid p. 44 
4Ibid Pi• 44-45 
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their terrible habit of drinking . Those Indi ans who keep 

from alchohol are industrious and highly capable of l earning, 

while t hose that are adepts of intoxicating drink are quarrel 

some, poverty-stricken and de graded.! Missionary achieve

ment is described as follows: 

The results of mission work are to be seen in 
better methods of cultivating t he land, increased 
cleanliness in the home, hette·r sanitary condi
tions, and an increasing· desire for education for 
the children of both sexes. lfo great numbers have 
become either Catholics or Protestants, but the 
influence of the missions is widely recognized 
and makes f or better conditions of living.2 

The "Mapuchell language has been reduced to writing br the 

missionaries and several parts of the Bible have been trans

lated into this " .. u-aucanian " tongue.3 

There is no longer any enmity between the Spania_r~_s, 

or Spanish element in the r ace a nd the one hundred t housand 

Indians that remain in Chile. To t he contrary there is a

feeling of friendliness between t he two races, and a desire 

on the part of the Indians to i mprove their political stand

ing. 4 Among the Chilean race t hat has been formed there is 

a great pride in t he heritage they possess from both the 

Spanish and Araucan ian descent. "Pride in the Araucanian 

heritage is reflected even in the national anthem.5 

l webster E . Brovming op. cit. p. 44 
2 Ibid pp. 44-45 
3Robert E. Speer, Missions in South America, p. 132 
~Webster E. Browning, . op. cit. p . 44 
OEncyclopedia Britanica Chile p. 488 
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Catholicism 

The Catholicism of South America had its origin in. 

Spain, but it will be found in this study to be ver y differ

ent from the Catholicism of either the European or North 

American continents . 

Mention has been made in a previous chapter tha t the 

discovery of the New World by Spain was t hought to be an act 

of God's pleasure bestowing upon the country thi s new bless

ing for their successful repulsion of the Jews an · conquer-
. . ' 

ing of the Moslems making of the country a Christian nation. 

It seemed as if God had given to Spai~ the gift of 
virgin lands because she had ·gifted her · virgin· self 
to Him, and, a s a pledge of her loyalty, had expell
ed Moslem and Jew f rom her borders.l 

This belief spread so r ap i dly that it gave to the rulers muc h 

presti~ge and even divine power was t hought to be di sposed 

upon them. The Pope even gave to them what was then called 

the Divine Right of Kings2, ·or full spiritual power as well 

as administrative power over t his new land. 

The Pope gave Spain absolute spiritual, power over 
the inhabitants of the New World whom the Catholic 
monarchs were eager to convert to the Holy Catholic 
faith.3 

This attitude altered the religious thought of the 

early conquest days. Spain had a divine mission to perform. 

lJohn A. Mackay 
2 Ibid . p. 28 
3Ibid p. 28 

op. cit. p. 24 
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And more-over God had sanctioned their military means of 

Christianizing the Peninsula. Therefore he was a God that 

would fight for right no matter what the circumstances. So 

it was this new conception of religion that sponsored the 

bold adventurers to go out in conquest of the New World with 

a sword in one hand and the Bible in the other. This _~pirit 

of Christian militarism is clearly seen in t he f ollowing 

paragraph: 

Christianity dur"i ng Spain's greate s t age had a de
cided Old Testament flavour. God was a bove all 
else a God of battles . The favorite New Testament 
text seems to have been the words o'f · Jesus: ,,. I came 
not to send peace but a sword." The sword and t he 
cross entered into partners hip. It was t his part
nership, formed in the name of evangelism, in which 
the sword opened t he way f or the cross, and the 
cros s sanctifi ed t he work of the sword that consti
tuted t he orig inality of Spanish Christianity. In 
the Crusades, some centu·ries before, the sword had 
put itself at the service of the cross to ~edeem 
the birthplace of the latter; the· ·sword has been 
employed on many occasions to defend r ·eligious 
ri ghts and liberties, and even · to pers·ecu te heretics 
within national frontiers. But for the first and 
last time in the history of Christendom did. the 
sword and the cross form an offensive alTiance to 
carry Chr istianity, or what wfs considered to be 
Christianity, to ot her lands. · 

Spain was no doubt truly sincere in this reli gious 

belief, and the military leaders eager to be on their way to 

the New forld were even more certain that they had this 

divine right. After they had arrived in South America and 

begun their conquest these beliefs were developed to the 

1John A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 26 
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extreme, as shall be seen in these quotations. 

Those men were engaged in a crusading cause under 
the protection of the Cross. This official miss
ion was to make ·the heathen submit _to the sacred 
symbol. They therefore felt in thefr heart of 
hearts that they could do no wrong. 

They believed, as is told by Don Gonzalo de Raparaz, 

editor of "History of the Indies" of F!_a-:f .Bartolom~ de las 

casas, quoted by Dr . Mackay, that it pleased God to kill and 

rob unbelievers, and that only the warriors such as them-

selves and the priests formed the highest social class, and 

all heathen lands belonged to the crown who conquered them. 2 

The story has been told of Pizarro's and Almagro's 

capture of the Inca Atahaulpa, in Peru. This was done wit~ 
. - ' 

all religious ceremony and seriousness. The night before 
. 

the priest, Vincente de Valverde had celebrated mass and 

promised victory in the name of God and His most .Holy Mo.t .her~ 

The Christian warriors sang with ~ervour the Psalm., 'Arise, 

0 Lord, and judge Thine own cause.•3 The next morning be

fore the attack, it was necessary to go ·thro the form of pre

senting the opportunity to the Indians of accepting the 

Christian faith and Spanish sovereignty. It was not expecte 

that they might ever accept either , but this routine was 

necessary to conform to their religious consciousness the 

only evident requirement before any cruel onslaught might 

begin. When Atahuallpa refused to accept Spanish rule and 

1.rohn ·A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 32 
;Ibid, p. 29 

Ibid. p. 34 

.. 
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threw the Bible to the ground the surprise attack that 

followed was nothing more than the privilege and duty of 

these Spanish Christians . 

fuat impression would such a Christianity make upon 

these Indians? Naturally most of them would feel as did the 

Cuban chief, Hatuay who was condemned to be burned alive. 

When he was exhorted by his confessor to become converted and 

go to heaven he asked, · "A.tte there Christians in heaven?" 

"Why of course," was the reply. "Well, I don't want to go to 

any place where I shall have any chance of meeting them. 11 1 

This same feeling among the Indians of South America 

was very strong for many years after their Inca had been 

killed . It even greatly affected the issionary work among 

them, attempted later. Just how strong this attitude was 

felt among them is brought out in a very well written book 

of travel and adventure in South America called "Green Hell"·. 

1 

It was, perhaps, unfortunate that the Conqueata
dor s should have conquered first of all the Inc·aa 
of Peru . In the light of history "it was not the 
Incas who heeded saving but the s ·pan1ards. · The old 
Peruvian Government was as near perfect as makes- no 
matter in a wicked world , and the great ·rnca rulers 
held sway over a vast nation where adultery was 
unknown and where private property was never kept 
under lock and bar because most men were honest. 
Hundreds of thousands of Indians worked happily 
in the fields, old age was respected, idleness 
was punished by prison. And since the smell of 
earth is more pleasant than the dank stench of~ 
dungeon, the land became rich in corn. Gold and 
silver were quarried in the hills around Cuzco , 
not for the glory of the Incas themselves, but 

John A. :Mackay, 
2Julian Duguid, 

op. cit . p. 37 
Gr~en Hell pp. 228-232 
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that the Temple of the Sun might be worthy of the 
grea~ health-giving god who gave his rays freely 
~o his people. It must be admitted that the Span
iards, travel-stained and feverish, their eyes· 
ble~red by the· lust for god~ cut· a s·orry r ·igure 
beside the courteous and dignified presence of the 
Inca. Morally there was no ·comparison, as is seen 
in the pathetic writ t en confession o"f a .. c·om.mori 
soldier on his death-bed, who deplored the lust 
and ter·rorism of him-self and his companions in · 
the · face of such model civ"ilizati ·on. The \.ihurch 
too, was wonderfully unwise , in its dealings · with· 
the natives. Its champions, in the fanaticism ·o·r 
their conduct laid the foundation of the massacres 
of priests which cohtinaed until 1aa2; · There was 
no tact in their approach, no huma.nrty, a.na. .. less 
than no imagination. S~ convinced were they that 
their own religion was right - that- rt never occur-
ed to them that the Incas· might have views · of· 
their own. They cam·e bearing the m-essage of a - God 
of Peace, with a sword· in on·e hand· and a r ·aggo"t · in 
the other, and held the peaceful man by the throat 
that he might · acknowledge the supreme char1ty · o£ 
their- Saviour . lfow, this was asking rather .. t'oo : 
much of the Inca, who· al th·ough ci vill zed h1m·s·e1f., ·· 
was not as civilized· as· that. · Hi·s · br·ain failed· 'to 
grasp the niceties of religious argume·nt. · Mutter:.. 
ing the Bolivian word ~or hypocrites he retired in~ · 
to a corner, and with a shrug of his· royal shoulders 
settled down to meditation. Shrieking· that th-e in
fidel had blas~hemed against God the priests· de- · 
manded vengeanc·e. Even the mili'tary might have seen 
the irony of ·the pos1 tion if · there had not b·een· a.· 
strateg1c side to the matter~ So long a·a the Inca- · 
lived he was a possible rallyin·g point of the ·tribes
men, so, with a heavy heart, the leaders or the army 
decreed that he should die. · He took the sentence · -
unmoved. It had happened before and it would happen 
again. Leaders must expect such treatment. Enough . 
Get on with the business. But the priests, burning 
with zeal, irritated his last hours by asking him 
to become a Christian. A little wearily, but with 
his usual courtesy, he inquired how it would help 
him. He was told that the Christian God was a· go·od, 
kind God, who would see to it that he was strangled 
and so be spared the tortures of the stake . Indians 
are not much given to laughter, but it may be sup
posed that Atahuallpa concealed a smile as, with 
more prudence than conviction, he suffered himself 
to be baptized. 

News of his death swept like a flame through 
corn from one end of South America to another. 



-112-

0ther tribes, less civilized and courteous, old 
enemies of hi s , made an end of the gentle relig
ion which covered the deeds of the sword in a 
black cloud of hypocrasy. 

Those who remembered · the best' and longest were 
the Chiriquanos, a fine, war-like ra:ce who lived. 
in the foothills of the .And.es, and smil"ed nastily 
whenever Christianity was · mentioned. In this they 
were unfair, justifiably so it is·· true, for the 
fathers who followed the Conquistadores, men wh o 
arr ived fifty years after Pizarro's death, had the 
welfare of the nativ·es at heart and :tried to found 
missions in their territory·. - After the gold-lust 
conversion. But in many cases· it was· too late. 
Atahuallpa's death was a warning~ a message· of. dis
trust, and missions between ·Tarija and Santa Cruz· 
de la Sierra were petiodically ~wept ~r~e of priests. 

Dominican, Augustin·e, Franciscan, even· J ·esui t, 
penetrat~d into th~ir fastness~s and ieturned dis
couraged. Savage men in full war paiht laughed 
contemptuously in their reverend faces and pofnt·ed 
derisively to the vast bulwark of the Andes wher·e 
Atahuall:pa died. One of the Je·sui t ra·thers, after 
an expedition in which he nad barely escaped with 
his life, v,as f orced t<Y admit: "Humanly sp·eaking · 
there is no hope whatever of t he conversTon· of the 
Chiriguanos. They would soone·r allow th·emsel ves · 
to be cut in pieces than become Chri·stian, so great 
is the horror t hey have for this· name." If the 
Jesuits failed, none could suc6eed, and the Chiri
guanos V1ere left to · t hemselves. · It was only in 
Moj os and Chiqui tos, in the district from s ·anto 
Corazon northwards to the Amazon that the Jesuits 
were successful. Here the horror ·of the tragedt 
was blurred and· indistinct, and the r-athers · were 
able by their devotion to ·convin·ce the natives 
that they meant well. Here, indeea, was ·the tea·ch.:.· 
ing of Christ personified, purged· from the - influence 
of gold and the lusts of a conquering army.l 

A few years following t he opening up of these new 

lands there came other missionary monks. Blazing their own 

trail they worked their way back into the remote interior. 

"ill honour to these men.. Many of them were heroic Christian 

lJulian Duguid, Green Hell, pp. 228-232 
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souls. 11 1 These Jesuits won the hearts of the Indians by the

ir Christ-like spirit, and were able to help many of the 

Indians of Brazil, Bolivia and Paraguay with whom they were 

able to work. These monks were marked by a high culture and 
. . . 

a love for humanity and were the teachers of many arts and 

trades, as is seen in the following quotation: 

These noble and enilghtened men cu·t thems·elves 
off from their kind and devote·d their l"ives to· 
the instruction and encouragement of ' the Indians. 
There were two priests to every t ·own, and while 
Father Domingo taught the children to speak 
Spanish and to read and write, Father Miguei showed · 
the men how to get .. the b·est resu1·ts from "their crops. 
It was no small sacrifice· on their part, hecause a 
Jesuit is automatically an intellec·tual man, and 
they must have missed th·e high convers·ation to 
which they were accustomed in Europe . 2 

But fate deemed otherwise than that this good work 

should continue. Word reached Spain of the control these 

Jesuits had upon the Indi ans, and the court feared this con

trol might get beyond their own and orde!s were :given tn_at 

on a certain day at a certain hour all priests were to be 

secretly taken away to the sea coast and shipped back to 
. ' . 

Europe.3 But before the set date arrived this news had crept 

out and spread the country wide . The monks were hurt, but 

fearing the terrible consequences that might fall to both 

their own countrymen, the Spanish warriors, and the_ir be

loved Indians, they did not oppose the orders nor ask the 

1 John A. Mackay, op. cit~ 
2Julian Duguid, op. cit. 
3 Ibid. pp. 143-147 

p. 38 
p. 143 
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Indians to protect t hem. Thi s courage and true Christian 

spirit is brought out in the following words at their de

parture from these Indians: 

When his orders arrived,. the fathers, cut to the 
depths of their souls, pa cked their books and . 
thei~ belongings and · had one l a st talk to their 
people. · "We must go, n they said. ·11 our king· re
calls us. " "Do you wish · to go·?'' · asked the Ind1ans 
humbly. "1

" e have sinned, we know. But we have 
done our best." "We would st-ay· with you all our 
lives if God so' willed , but we may hot." A mar
tial light burned · in the eyes of their flocks. 
"Do the s oldiers t ake you by f orce? If so, we 
will kill them and throw the'ir bod ies to Urubu." 
This was jus t what the fathers fea·red. "Certain
ly not," they s aid. "We go because the King has 
need of us. The good Lord will provjde other 
teachers and you must obey the•!! Th·erein, pe·r ·
haps, lay the gr eatest insult · that has ever been 
offered to a body of nen. Boys, seventeen years 
of age, gre en beyond belie£, creatur~s w· om th~ 
colonel in charge of the expulsion described as 
be ing neither men nor women, were hustled t hrough 
their theologi~al course so as t~ · take the pla ce 
of t hese wi s e and s easoned fathers. The Indians 
n ~arly lynched t hem. So t he· Jesuits d~parted, 
and a vast lethar gy f ell over t he l and. The 
Chiqu itanos had been weaned from barbari sm, and 
Chri s tianity was in t he hand·s of boys. · T~eir 
black-coated teachers, so stern, so· k i ndly, so 
br acing in t he i r ·creed had . left a yawning chasm 
t hat has never been filled . · Thus befell the 
gr eates t disaster t hat ha s ever hap ened to 
South America.l 

Thus originated for the fi r st time ever he ard of in 

Christian history, this new type of evangelistic organiza

tion.2 The St a te authorized that t h ose be named to carry 

out the reli gious proce~dure of the Catholic f aith. with all 

ceremonial ri ghts and privileges grant ed un to them. These 

lJulian Duguid, 
2 John • Mackay 

OlJ• cit~ 
op. cit. 

p; 14? 
p. 43 

. ' 
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men were called "encomenderos '1 • As a recomp ense for t heir 

religious duties performed in behalf of the crown they were 

allowed t he privilege of e ploying the services of Indians 

to exact tribute from them.2 Thus 

Slavery was born as an economic expedient in order 
to fulfill a religious task. But what had been 
permitted as a spiritual instrument very quickly 
became a commercial end . · The indigenous race fell 
under the yoke of serfdom.! 

All sorts of arguments were soon believed to be 

authentic proof of their Christian right to act thus. They 

thought that it was their liberty because the Indians ' do 

not know God', or bec ause ' they killed one another', or be

cause 'they ate human f lesh2 etc.' Even this interesting 

comment is made in t heir favor . 

Sepulveda , another Spanish t he·ologian, maintained 
that as the I nd i ans were not mentioned in the Holy· 
Scriptures t hey did not belong to the human r ace and 
for that re·ason could be legitimately used by Christ
ians for their private end s . 3 

Thus Christianity went to the lowest ebb in South 

America . Not only slavery but i mmoral conditions existed 

within the shadows of the church, but above all 

The methods employed to bring vhrist to those 
lands, and to make Him known to th people, cut 
His religion loose from morality while reducing · 
Himself to a fetic h , one among many . 4 

The i mmoral conditions are seen by the two quotations that 

f ollow: 

hen an Indian was rebuked for living in concu
binage , he asked .with some surprise , if it was 
a sin. to have a mistress . On receiving the reply 

~Jo~n A. ~Kackay, op. cit. p. 4~ :5 Ibid~ 

ti 
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that it was , he retorted with warmth, ' well ,I 
thought it was not, for the governor has a 
mistress , the priest has a mistress , the en
comendero has a mistress .'l 

If it i s true that the In ian race was never 
really Christianized unless to adopt the exter
nal r ites of the "Holy Catholic Faith" be con
sidered Christianization - it is ~qually true 
that the _Christian colonists became completely 
paganized in so far as religious living was 
concerned.l 

Up on the founding of the Inquisition in Spain in 

1569, similar orders were sent to all South .American viceroys 

which functioned at intervals from 1569 to 1 813, having its 

he.adq,J.arter~ at Lima . 2 Al tho no such persecution was ever 

definitely proven to be carried to the extent as was true 

in Spain any number of similar cases of burning at the stake 

can be g iven and "South nerican historians declare that 

hundreds of thousands of victins were sacrificed ."3 Even as 

late as 18 78, the Chur ch of Chile exercised a censorship over 

all f oreign books.4 A Chilean writer describing tis eigh

teenth century condition of his own countr y is quoted as 

foll ows : 

The majestic towers of c urches, with conventional · 
doors an windows covered with thick copper gratings, 
from which silent prayers ascended to heaven , wer e 
the only beautiful objects to be seen in a dull and 
depress in~ country-side where everything was b' il t 
of mud and s traw.5 

lJohn A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 48 
2Ibid. pp. 49-50 
3Robert E. Speer, South .American Problems , p . 122 
~John A. Mackay, op. cit . p . 49 
o Ibid. p. 32 
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The power of the Church was so much greater than 

that of the state tha t even the Gov ernor of the lan could 

be ex communicated , a nd on occasions the bishop used t his as 

a threat to keep JOVernors under control as was the case 

when Governor Rodrigo de µiro ga ordered the salaries oft e 

'encomenderos ' to be reduced. The bishop at that time was 

Diego de :Medellun. Thepovernor_ had _to ~ i thdraw_ his- or~ers ~ 

The practises of the nquisition grew so severe in Chil 

that most any one mi ght accuse his neighbot,..rs or enemies of 

irreligious practices and immediately he would be taken to 

trial. If he would not confess his fault he would be beaten 

until s o weak he iould fall to the floor. If he would not . 

then confess he would be put in prison until the next day's 

tri al at which time he would be beaten again . On many 

occasions these victims would d ie in t h prison from the 

lacerations caused by the beatings . In thi s case he would 

be taken out and buried secretly and the trial would go on. 

If it was proven that he was not 0 u ilty .his secret burial 

spot would be indicated to his relat ives. But if he proved 

to be gu ilty his body was taken up and burned and the ashes 

t hrown t o the winds. If the prisoner ever survived the 

torture of such prison life and was found to be guilty he 

was given t he last chance to reconcile himself to the Cath

olic faith. If he did this he was hung and his body was 

burned, but if he woul.d not he was thrown alive into the 

flames.l 

lLuis Galdames, op. cit. pp. 72-73 

' . 
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The expulsion of the Jesuits in 1767 was felt as 

intensely in Chile as in any other country. They had grown 

rich and prosperous and had done more financially and com

mercially for Chile t han any other order as the products 

of their fifty or more ranches found ready market within the 

land as well as in Europe. Under strict guidance and instruc 

tion their members produced the best products of the country 

and with their three hundred negro slaves they were able to 

out do any producers of the l and. The institution of manr 

new industries in Chile brought great advancement. Tanner

ies, furniture manufacturing , pottery making , mills, baker

ies a nd even drug stores - the f irst in the country -

brought many desirable trades to fruition. 1 

In matters of education and culture the Jesuits en

r iched t he country also , for they were scholarly and had 

schools and colleges everywhere. The principle one of Santi 

a go was the "Convictorio de San Francisco Javier." The ele

quent sermons also brought spiritual blessing as well as 

t hose of material and cultural just mentioned . One of these 

Jesuits, Chil ean by birth, Juan Igna cio Molina, l a ter wrote 

a "History of Chile" which was t he most complete up to that 

time .I 

The Administration of the church in Chile continued 

very much under the same · order until the end of Colonial 

days. The country had . two bishoprics , one in Santiago , the 

o_ther in Concepcion which had previously been located in 

lLuis Galdames, op. cit. pp. 129 -130 
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Imperial before the destruction of that city by the Arau

canians. Santiago had in those days two outstanding bishops 

of virtue and much respect. The fi rst was one monseiior 

Gaspar de Villarroel, of f iciating during the seventeenth 

century, the second in the eighteenth century, Monsefinr 

Manuel de Alday.l Each bishopric was su bdivided into nwner

ous parishes . Just how many people were consecrated to the 

s ervice of t he church at that time is now known but it is 

estimated that there were not more than three hundred cle~gy

men and about a t housand monks.2 This number dimini shed up 

until the beg inning of the ninteenth century while the popu

lation increased . The number of sisters however remained 

stable . 3 

The re began at t his time not only a d i mini s hing of 

t he number of the chur ch officia l s but als o a de creas e of 

devotion on the par t of the people. tt endance at the 

nasses , p r ocessions, etc ., seemed to be as numerous as ever 

but t he confessional, fasting during lent, etc., were badly 

negl ected. If such behavior should ever be publicly known 

it would have been sufficient to persecute the guilty a nd to 

even refus e his salvation. 3 But the church was losin~ its 

hold on the people rapidly. It was the custom at the time 

of Lent to give out tickets to t hose tha t came to confess. 

Later the ·friar would vis it the homes and collect these 

lLuis Galda.nes , op. cit. p . 130 
2Ibid . p . 131 
3Ibid . p . 131 

.. 
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tickets , if any failed to present their tickets they could 

b e punisned by the church authorities , but commonly the 

names of such rebellious people were _listed a nd publicl! 

posted at the entrance of the church, exposing such to public 

sha.me . Very few however , were unable to produce some ind 

of a ticket , al tho they may have neither confessed nor par-

t aken of the Holy Eucharist , f cbr it was possible to buy these 

from some pious women who would consent to perform these re 

ligious duties four or five t i mes , thus savin three or four 

sinners besides herself . l 

There began a new epic in the religious history of 

South £ nerica from the date of the \ ar of Independence . Tra

ditional ideas continued to h ~v e an influence, bu t cond itions 

were greatly edi f i ed , and new spiritual forces began to co e 

into the life of the church in all these c ountries . 2 

Within twelve years , (1810-1822) at the beginnin5 of 

the last century the colonies had thrown off the yoke of 

Spain and Portugal . It is v ery interesting to note that the 

"South erican evolution was t h e combined work of clergy 

a nd laity . "3 In many of the countri es it was the clergy who 

were the spirit that began the unrest. Almost as many names 

of clergymen as laymen can be found as signers of these first 

constitu tions. 

lLuis Galdar:es, op . ctt . p . 132 
;John A. ll~ckay , op . cit . p . 58 

Ibid . p . 60 

.. 
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Several generals made certain Catholic virgin names 

as commander and chief of their armies, to which they attri

buted great spiritual power and guidance during their battles 

San Mart i'n made the "Virgin del Carmen" patroness of the- army 
. . 

which he led across the Andes to Chile. San Marti'n as well 

as other generals began his campaign with religious ceremony 

at which time he placed his baton in the hands of the image o 

Our Lady .l Dr . Mackay adds at this point 

Incidentally, this action of the Argentine generals 
affords us additional evidence of the fact that in 
the history of religion in South .America, Christ· 
became identified less and less with .anything that 
was virile, and progressive . He was the Lord o·r 
death. Full-blooded men with a passion· for life 
and liberty found their religious inspiratiof in 
the figure of the Virgin who had never died . 

It is well that some thought and consideration be 
.. . . 

given to any outstanding movements in other neighboring 

countries of South America, for the Cathol ic movement - w~s- a 

continental movement and whatever may be said of another re

public may easily be true of Chile also, or at least hav.e 

its influence upon the Church of Chile. One State may be 

more advanced t han another in their religious fields, but 

their influence upon each other would be as true as is the 

case between states within the United States. 

During the days of the Revolution there lived in 

Argentina a remarkable priest called Juan Ignacio Gorriti. 

He was one of the leaders of the Revoluti on in his own coun

try but at .the age of seventy he retired from Argentina and 

ljohn A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 63 
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went to Bolivia, being displeased with the events of his 

country. During his last days he wrote s ome wonderful "Re

flections" which reveal that he was an outstanding liberal 

thinker, the only one of his kind at that time, and a fore -. . 

shadow of a few tha t follow him in the twentieth century . 

Gorriti's work was published in 1830. Dr . Mackay gives a 

fair description of the book and the man which reveal recog

nition of Protestant values. 1 

Reflections is the work of a ·great Christian soul 
who, on the brink of e-ternity, se·t down his thoughts 
on Sou th .American problems a·nd their solution. The 
book contains a section on religious education. In 
discussing the problem of ethical insttuction~ Gtir
ri ti mentions the difficulty ·or finding a su1 table 
text-book. He immediately goes on to · ·say· that he 
has heard great eulogies ·or the ·"course .. on M:orals '' 
of a certain Protestant Frenchman, M. Neker . p·er
sonally he has not seen the book, but he is sure 
that "it will not contain anti~social tea6hing, · 
because the author was a · pious , not a materialistic 
Protestant ." He accordingly recommends that' the 
book be adopted as a school text. The teacher 
would be able to call attention to and correct 
whatever Calvinistic errors it ·might contain, but 
"errors of that kind" , says· he, "cannot form the 
basis of his system inasmuch as there is ho con
flict between Catholics and Protestants in the 
matter of moral virtues and vices."2 

Dr . Mackay goes on to describe other beliefs of this priest 

concerning Protestant practices . 

The habit of reading the Gospels and meditation 
upon t he maxims they cont a in is his solution for 
the moral education of youth. Thi s venerable 
priest and patriot holds up the time-honoured 
Protestant practices of f amily-worship and 

1John A. I~~ckay, op. cit. p. 64 
2Ibid. p. 65 

• tl1 
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Sabbath observance as a·n example to be imitated 
in his native land. "We must frankly confess, 
to our own confusi on," he ·writes , "that in this 
matter the Protestants have a form of morality 
more in accordance with ·reaso·n and· the Gospel . 
Protestant parents devote~ s~t period to the 
instruction of their children. · ·on Sundays, the · 
only feast day which they observe, no amusements 
of any kind are allowed. After publlc worship 
is over they employ the whole t ·ime in the s·tudy 
of the Scriptures, which they· explain to the 
members of the1r household, · instructing t hem in 
regard to t heir duties as men, cltizens and · · 
Christians. Heaven grant that practices so · ex
emplary as these may become general in the whole 
of Spanish .America, the religion of which .is the 
Holy Roman Catholic Apostolic faith-. How much 
would be gained by education and morals . 111 

The good man puts his ·finger upon the apiri tual 
source of Protestantism's strength In lts best 
days; family religion, a· family al tar and a · . 
family Bible . South American religio·n has never 
possessed either, f~om the time of the Conquest 
to the present day. 2 

In these early days of South .American independence 

this saintly man saw the great religious needs of these new 

republics. Dr . Mackay g ives Gorriti's as well as his own 

attitude in this mat t er. 

1 

If only a truly national Catholic Chur·ch had been 
formed in the Argentine Republic . at the beginning 
of last century, bringing to ftuitibrt ~hat ~as · ~n
doubtedly the immenent tendency in religious· circres 
at the time, how very different might have been the 
religious and sociological history of the whole 
Southern Continent ! The "Old Bible" would have 
gone into the homes from which it has been system
atically excluded. Catholics and Protestants could 
have lived in mutual appreciation of each other, 
and both worked for the spiritual welfare of the 
people . These lands would have had by this time 

John A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 65 
2 ' Ibid. p. 66 
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their own religious reformation. But ••• . the 
Pope arrived.l 

This independence brought about on the part of both 

clergy and laity caus ed a separation of rvligious as well as 

Governmental control of t he mother lands. · It appeared for a 

peri od that t he new republics might be able to establish 

their own separate national church. But as Dr. BrowninB 

writes in a little pamphle t 

The yoke of Rome has . been too firmly rivete'd on 
their shoulders and, even in the hour of their 
seeming freedom, they snowed ·their- real bondage 
by allowing their religious masters to inscribe 
in the pages of their new-born constitutions 
these fateful words : "The religion of this state 
shall be the _oly Roman Catholic , to the exclu
sion of all others."2 

This struggle for freedom against the diplomatic 

efforts of the Vatican to hold i ts control over South erica 

lasted ·for ten years. 3 But these new-born church organiza

tions f elt weak and they greatly needed the help of Bishops 

and especially a centralized Organization, but Rome did not 

want to give support without their promise to return to t he 

King , as it was the hope of both the Church and Spain that 

they might again gain control over this lost world . The New 

Republics sought support of the Church but refused to return 

to the s overign rule of Spain or Portugal . 

One after another delegates from Spanish- American 
countries presented themselves in Roi e. Fray 
Pacheco from ~rgentina, Arch-deacon Jose I gnacio 

1John A. Mackay , op. cit. p . 67 
21. ebster :o· . Browning, Latin America - The Land, The People , 
3 The Problems, p . 19 

John 
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Cienfuegos from Chile, Don Ignacio Texada from 
New Granada, the old name for Colombia, · and 
Presbyter Francisco Vasquez from ·Mexico, endea
voured in turn · to win the Pope to the cause of 
the Revolution~ · and prevail upon his Holiness to 
grant investiture to new bishops.l 

All of their efforts brought little t _o hope for , but 

in 1830 a new Pope , Gregory 'X:'/I ca.me into power. The follow 

ing year a Bull "as i ssued by which the Vatican offered to 

establish relations wi t h revolutionary governments. In 1832 

bishops were sent to Mexico, Chile and rgentina. And in 

t he following year "the Vatican granted official recognition 

to Nueva Granada, t he first of South .American republics to 

be so honoured by the Holy See."2 Strict religious obser

vance of rites and obligatory Catholic instruction in the 

public schools wa s carried out through the remainder of the 

ninteenth and beginning of the t wentieth centuries. 

Turning again t o Chile for a more specific study of 

Catholic conditions during this period Dr. Speer con~ri?utea 

greatly by his explanation of the financial situation of the 

church as follows: 

In Chile, the Church is legally established and 
receives a subs i dy , listed in the annual budget 
of the Government, of approximately 1,000,000 
pesos. Full religious t oleration, however, has 
been guaranteed and in 1888, the Government grant
ed the Presbyterian i ission a charter, stating 
that "those who profess the R~formed Chu rch re
ligion according to the doctrines of Holy Scrip
ture may promote primary and superior instruction, 
according to modern methods and practices and pro
pagate the worship of t heir belief , obedient to 

·1 John A. :Mackay , op. cit • p • 69 
2Ibid . p . 70 
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the laws of the land." The Church of Rome natur
ally has still its special privileges and has re
tained immense wealth.l 

To verify this l ast point Dr . Speer quotes from Carpenter, 

"South America", page 228 as follows : 

Its property in Santiago alone is said to be worth 
more t han ;tP l OO, 000 , 000 in gold-. It owns some of 
the best bus iness blocks in the city·. The whole 
of one side of the Plaza, which is the centre as 
well as the most valuable of Santiago business 
property , is tak en up by the palac·e of the Arch
bishop and the Cathedr al , and there is other 
property in the neighborhood which belongs to the 
Church . It has acres of stores, thousands of rent
ed houses and vast hac iendas, upon which wines and 
other products are manufactured ahd offered for sale. 
Nearly all is controlled by the Archbishop, although 
much of the church property is held by the diffe·rent 
organizations. The Camelite nuns of Santiago are 
the richest body of women in South America, if not 
in the world.l 

Hot only has the church maintained prosperity, but 

the splendor of their worship service and virtue of the 

pri esthood have been kept on a high level, and for the most 

part there has been perfect harmony between the church a nd 

state. Three men of culture and of zealous endeavor as . .11.rch

bishops during t his time were , Mariano Casanova who died in 

1908 and was succeeded by Juan Ignaci o Gonzatez Eyzaguirre 

and Crescente Errazuriz.2 Nevertheless there continued to be 

a great lack of reli g ious devotion on t he part of the people. 

It wasn't that they were withdrawing from the church for at 

least three-fourths of the popula tion were just as s incere 

1Robert E. Speer, South American Problems, pp. 133-134 
2Luis Galdames, op. cit. p. 428 
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Catholics as t hey ever were; nor vas it because of hostility 
. . ' 

on the part of Protestan t groups coming int o the country for 

they were made up mainly of foreign element, English, North 

Americans and Ge rmans , who re spected other f a iths; nor was 

it t he free-thinkers who never formed an organized nucleus 

in t he country. There seemed to be two main causes of this . 

cond ition whi ch Galdames says were "tolerance" and "religious 

ind i fference."! 

It became s o t ha t a man was not judged by his re

lig ious beliefs or practices. His honor, his habits and 

perhaps even his economic status would be brought into ques

tion, but least of all h is religion. Any one emphasizing · 

the reli g ious side of life was considered a fanatic. Church 

at tendance on t he part of the men became less and less. It 

was only the women that strictly followed the guidance of 

the church, and reverently filled the chur ches.l Even the 

political influence of t he clergy diminished as the new 

State grew in power and importance. And the Repbulic little 

by little was thus able to establish r eligious :peace in the 

country and absolute liberty of worship.l This gradual ex

tension of relig ious liberty resulted finally in the Consti 

tution of 1925 , in the separation of church and sta te. The 

constitution referring to reli g ious rights reads as f ollows: 

"Art icle 10. The C·onsti tution guarantees to all 
inhabitants of the Republic: 

11 2 . The ri ght . of public exercise of a·11 be
liefs, liberty of conscience, and the free exer
cise of all worship which is not contrary to 

lLuis Galdames, op. cit. P• 429 
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good morals, good habits, or public ~rder, and 
the various religious confessions are permitted, 
t herefore, to erect and c~nserve church build
ings and the ir security and hygiene demanded by 
the law and public ordinances." · 

"Churches, confessions, and religious insti
tutions of any creed whatso·ever shall have the 
rights wni ch t he laws at present in force guaran
tee t hem; but they shall be in submissi·on to 
public law, within the gua rantee·s of the Consti
tution, for the exercise of dominion over all -
properties which may be acquired in the· future. 

"Church buildings and their dependenc i ·es 
destined to the uses of publi c worshir, shall 
be exempt from t he payment of taxes." 

The clergy in all part s of South .America have felt 

this time coming and have endeavored to prepare thems elves 

to meet the situation. The last fifteen years, especially 

the period since the close of the Jorld War has seen a grea t 

reaction on the part of the Catholic Church, which has be en 

taking place all over the world. 2 

This reaction has g iven new life and impetus to the 

oman Church in South .America. 3 Dr . Mackay believes that 

t his significant movement has accomplished more in t his 

period s ince the war, t han was achieved in the whole previous 
. . 

century, by the Church.3 He writes of s ome of the results 

of t hi s action. 

For the first time since t he days of the early 
missionaries has South .American Catholicism de
veloped an a ggressive religious policy and made 
a serious attempt to adapt itself tote new 
social conditions. The famous slogan of Leo 
XIII., "Allez au peuple", ( Go to the people) has 

1 ebster E ~ Browning, · The Vi/est Coast Republics of South 
America, pp. 25-26 

2John A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 77 
3 Ibid. p. 78 
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been taken s eriously. Catholic workmen' s clubs 
have been founded. Catholic youth movement 
has been organ ized in . imitation of the Young Men' s 
Christian Ass ociation. The usual name given to 
the d ifferent centres forming this movement is 

"Soci al ction of Youth." These clubs promote 
ppysical and cultural activities. From time to 
time t hey meet in national and international con
ferences.l 

As Dr . Mackay co ntinues to explain the motives of youth who 

are "the bold and ingenuous spokesman of latent community 
. . 

sentiment", he p oints out three .Primary motives and endeavors 

to interpra te t hem. 

f irst, the identification of Roman Catholicism 
with the Latin spirit and a t the same time with 
social stability; s econd, hostility ·toward every 
form of Protestant effort, which is Invariably 
represented as t he chief ageht of forei gn~ e~
pecially North American imperialism; and third, 
political amb i tion.2 

The f irst of t hes e motives is a phase of · contem
porary traditionalism and r a ce loyal t y •• • · ••••• • 
They have retur ned to the Church for sentimental 
or patriotic r eas ons , although at heart t hey. may 
be neither Catholic nor Christian . 3 

The second motive i s a direct consequence of the· 
fir s t . Evangelical Christianity in S"outh America 
is attacked by the Catholic youth mo~ement, hot 
on objective relig ious grounds , but rather· on 
grounds of a purely sentimental or ·poli-tic·a1 order . 
Protestanti sm i s considered alien to the Latin 
spirit . Its introduction into South American 
countries would, it is alleged , destroy nationality 
and national traditions . Its progress might even 
l ead to a religious war . All evangelical effort, 
especially t he work of the Young Men ' s and the 
Young Women' s Christian Associations , is regarded 
as the precursor of complete foreign domination. 
Particularly violent are the attacks directed 

1 J"ohn · A. Mackay, op. cit . p. 77 
2Ibid . PP • 79-80 
3Ibid. PP• 79-80 
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against the United States. A political motive is 
attributed to religious propaganda.I 

The third motive referred to is obviously the least 
worthy. It is none the less real and potent.2 

Another outstanding movement of the twentieth centur 

is the Cardinal Ferrari movement organized in Italy in 1920 

under the title "Company of St . Paul ." Ferrari died in 1~21 

and the work has been carried on by his private secretary . 
. . . 

Don Giovanni Rossi. The Company of St. Paul was recognized 

by authorities in 1926 as a regular institution of the churc 

It has had an unusual growth and has established schools, 

night classes, hotels, camps and excursions to the Holy Land, 
. - .. ~ .. 

e-:t;.. The outstanding character at the head of t heir literary . . . 

work is none other than Giovanni Papini, the celebrated 

author of the Story of Christ .3 

This society has taken root in Argentina and has ac 

complished a great deal there. The following description of 

s ome of t he ir activities, s how the rapid advancement that 

has been made in that country. 

On the 24th of June, 1928, a unique function was 
held in the Colon Theatre of Buenos Aires to" cele
brate "El d{a del Evangelia" ("The Day of the 
Gospel"). ----- In connection with this and simi
lar festivals it is calculated that 100,000 copies 
of the Gospels in Spanish have been distributed in 
Argentina. These Gospels, of course, contain notes 
to distinguish them from the simple Protestant ver
sions. Work has been initiated for Italian immi
grants to Buenos Aires. Very interesting and si'ghi
ficant also is the cultural work for men and women 

~John A. Mackay, op. cit. p. ·80 
Ibid. p . 81 

3Ibid. PP• 81-82 

II 
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carried on in the city. The following extracts 
are from an announcement in Criteria of Buenos 
Aires, the leading Roman Catholic magazine in 
South America: · 

"Atrium is an ins·ti tute· for female cul tu·re;
where a woman finds everything that can inte·rest 
her for t he development and cultivat ion of her 
artistic and intellectuar fa·cul t'i"es."" · 

"Coenobium is· an intelrectural centre for · · 
inter-change of ideas and for artistic , literary, 
social , political, histor~cal and religious cul
ture. The· year's progra.rnrne will be inaugurated 
with courses of iectures~ These will ~hclude 
three different sections . First: comments on 
the most impo"rtant book ·or event of the prevfous 
fortnight . Second·: an art is tic course for ·the 
study of all manifestations o·f ar·t In· a given 
century. This year ( 1929) the S"ixteenth c·e·ntury 
will be studied. Third: a course of lectures by 
G. I. Francheschi on "The ~volti"tion ·of a Principle 
(or beginning), its origin, devel"opment and trans
f ormation, according to the historic and s ocial 
1 if e of the ages • " · · 

"The members of the Coenobium will · also· take 
part in the cohcerts, recitals, ·excursions, etc ., 
which may be organized for cultural ends .l 

Another approach being made is by evangelistic ac

t ivities, begun by a young Spanish Jesuit of rgentina, 

Father Laburn . These 11 Conferencia sin Culto" or religious 

addres s es without ritual act or ceremonial service are 

attracting large crowds and the plea for the living of a re

ligious life is strong . 2 . 

A very uni que example of Christian life and devotion 

is uoted from a little book written by Don Julio Navarro 

Monzo, in aking comparison with Christian homes of North 

and South America. 

"There will be few who, like Domingo Faustino 
Sarmiento (the greatest of rgentine presidents) 
will be able to find a connection between all 

op. cit . pp. 83- 84 

II 
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this and the old Bible wh ich lies there in a 
corner of the dining-room, upon a chair or on 
the window-shelf, and whi ch is· ·read every morn
ing , before the cloth 1s· removed from the break
fast-table. Few will ·perceive t hat all this · 
which captivates us by its simplicity and spon
taneity is the fruit of a culture that goes back 
over many centuries."l . 

It must be borne in mind however t hat any such parti 

cular cases of Christian living and devotion are not common 

and have not been brought about through Catholic influence , 

for all these activities are mainly soci a l and political, 

e:)Ccept for the "Conferencia sin Culto" w1ich are not widely 

known as ye t. As has been pointed out these movements are 

antagonis ti c against Protestant eyangel~cal or ganization~ • . 

A very conservative Catholic paper founded in 1928 in Argen-- . 

tina called Criteria combats all forms of liberal ism and 

Protestantism. Dr. Mackay writes of an incident that happen

ed in connecti on with this paper: 

S0IJ1e time ago an eminent Span1sh Cat olic, Osorio 
Gal l ardo , happened to mak~ the innocent remark iti a 
public address tha t he was a Catholic, b~t ~ liber
al one. Refer·ring to this statement a writ·er· in 
Cri tero truculently rej oined : "To be a 1 iberal 
Catholic today is impossible. One must be a Catholic 
or a Liberal." In an article on North - erica, pub
lished on the 1 2 th of May 1928 , we are told that 
the "true Bible of North Ameri cans is the telephone 
guide. 112 

Dr . Mackay points out in an earlier chapter just how antag

onistic the Catholics become in their combating Protestant-

ism. 

1 John A. "l\ w.ckay , op. cit. p. 67 
2 Ibid. p. 87 
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It is not uncommon nowadays to hear Roman Catholic 
archbishops in Sou th .America d·enounce Protestant 
ism in all its aspects as a veritable cesspool of 
iniquity . "There are Protestant denominations , " 
said the ~ rchbishop of Lima , in 1 924 , on his re-· · 
turn from a visit to the United States and ~urope ~ 
!'which permit indefinite divor ce·, other s adultery, 
n ot a few polygamy , abortions , in·ranti c ide and 
many other crimes . " He had ap-)arently seen n·o good.::. 
thing in the Protestant Yi orl d whi ch · fe could hol d 
up as an object-l ess on to his fl ock . 

. . 

One of the outstanding featur es of South American 

Catholicism is the 7 irgin Cul t. l In the ir services the 

Virgin Mary may be mentioned one hu ndr ed times while not 

one single reference is made t o Christ . 

They can bring it about that one may blaspheme 
Jesus Christ with impunity but dare not writ e 
even a serene · article about the cult of the 
Virgin ·J.LOther . 2 

In the spring of 1929 a Hispano - Ameri can Cathol ic Congress 

was organized in Seville , whos e object was to offer op:por -

tuni ty 

"For t he nations of Spanish and Portuguese or1gin 
to meet during the week in Sev ille f or the purpose 
of glorifying Ou~ Lady the Virgi n Mother ~2 

Dr • .ll,[ackay malrns this remark conc erning the outs t anding 

difference of South .American vathol icism. 

It cannot be too much insisted up on that the 
spirit and type of South American Catholicism 
are different in many respects from iUropean 
Catholicism outside the Peninsul a and from the 
Catholicism of North America . It is related 
on g ood authority that Cardinal Gasparri ' s suc
cessor as Papal Secretary of State , a church-

1 John A. _1acxay, op . cit . p . 66 
2 Ibid . p . 8 8 

. ;l Ibid • p • 8 ~ 
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man who had spent nine y ears as Nuncio in Germany , 
~ade r ecently t he s i gni f icant re ark: nThe only 
t ype of Cat holicism in which T have any faith· is 
the Ca t holicism to be found in Protestant count
ries."l 

Dr. tackay t ell s of the s h ock tha t t he Ge r man philosop~er, 

Count ·reys erling r ec e ived on a visit to South nerica on a 

lecture tour in 1929 . 

"I hav e never ad such an experience in my l i "fe,u 
he s a i d to t he auth or when t1e latter interviewed 
him in ]vlontevideo ·. "During the wee ks I spent in 
Buenos Aires the Ca t holic authorities never ·ceased 
at · ack ing me , and i n t he most unworthy manner . 
This is not the Catholicism I have seen in Europe . 
In Germany I have many friends in the priesthood • .. 
They don't agree with me , but they say that , in 
general , my influence· is all to the good . · But here 
they have not given ·me a moment 's respite. This 
is not Christianity; I don ' t know what it is. 11 2 

This same spirit has been evident in Chile in recent 

years. Several "pastoral" letters written by bishops and

distri bu ted among t he ir members a nd published in t he da ily 

papers have had a s their purpos e to attack Pr otestantism. 

Several of t he evangelica l pas tors hav e an swered t hese 

"pastorales " f eeling i t to be unfa ir to t h e publ ic to be t hu 

mis guided con cerning t he teach ing s and principles of the _ 

Protestant work. The r e sult s of t h i s work has been surpris

i ngly favorabl e t o the Prot estants . These var i ous Catholic 

movement s going on in other count ries are very active in 

Chile also , especi ally the Youth ~ovement an clubs for t he 

laboring cla ss.3 One of the l a rge Catholic Universities of 

1 John A. fackay, op . cit . p . 8 9 
2 Ibid . p. 87 
3Luis Gal da!lles, op. cit . p . 431 

.. 
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the continent i s located in Sant iago and many ot her schools 

are maintained t hr oughout t he country as one means of f a cing 

t he r eligious indiff erence of t his age . There ha s also been 

a raising of the intel l ec t ual standards among t he clergy . 

Among s ome of t he brilliant minds are Ramon Angel Jara, 

or ator; Raf ae l Fernande z Concha , a great t heologan t wo of 

.his works of i mportance are "Filosofia del Dcrec ho 11 and "Del 
. . . 

Hombre " ; a s a wri t er Rodolfo Vergara Augung , de seryes me~- · 

tion; as a historian, Cr es cente Err ozuriz; and a s :poet Es te -
- . -

ba n Mun oz Dons o . 1 The f ollowing fi gures give the number of 

Catholic s out of ev ery t hous and inhabitants, ac cording to 

Government statistics:2 

19 07 1 920 1930 

Catholics~ 981 9 59 9 76 

~Lui s nal dame s , op . cit . :p . 431 
GSinops i s · Ge ografico - Es tod1stica de la Republica de Chile 

p . 9 4 

~ ,, 
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Protestantism 

The first Protestant effort in South America was 

made by the Church in Geneval Nhich organi zed the Huguenot. 

Colony in Brazil. 2 A detailed account of their work can be 

found in Parkman ' s "Pi oneers of France in the New ·world. 111 

Two distinct expeditions were organized, one in 1555, the 

o~her in 1558 . 2 Fourteen students of theology spe cially 

chosen by Calvin a nd the Geneva clergy accompanied the se.con 

expedition. 2 This work did not l as t but for a little more 

than ten years , however, as the French were driven out by 

the Portugue se in 1567 .1 

In 1624 the Dutch invaded Brazil and captured -Bahia. 

They cl a i med t ha t t heir purpose was to in~r?du~e ~ pu!e re

ligion in the land. 1 The group of missionaries that accom

panied these inva · ers, learned Guaran!, the aboriginal 

tongue, and preached the Gospel, and taught the ar ts of in

dustry and agriculture2 , and published good religious books 

in Portuguese. 1 But in 1 65 4 the Du tch were obliged to with-
1 draw and there is no trace of their work today. In 1735 the 

Moravian missions began work in British Guiana and in 1738 

in Dutch Guiana.3 

1 Robert E. Speer, South American Problems, p. 217 
2John A. Mackay, op. cit. pp~ 231-32 
3Robert E. Speer, op . cit. pp. 218-19 

··~ 
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Report is made of Henry Martyn, on his way to India in 1805, 

who spent some time at Bahia, entering the monQstaries, re

asoning with the priests out of the Scriptures.l 

The British and Foreign Bible Society began a great 

work in the early ninteenth century by the distribution of 

the Scriptures. Twenty thousand copies of the New Testament 

in Portuguese were g iven out, principally by merchants- and 

seafaring men interested in this work, as they travelled 

along the Brazilian coast.2 rrNot with a sword, but with a 

Book, did the new Christians appear. 112 And Dr. [ackay adds: 

Thus began the work of Bible distributfo·n, which 
according to the best· minds fn S"outh America, 
meets the greatest need in the spiritual life of 
the Continent.G 

The first enduring Protestant work as a missionary . 

movement was begun by an officer of the British Navy, Cap~ain 

Alen Gardiner. Mention has already been made of his sacDi

ficial life in the description of the Indians of Southern 

Chile whom Dar win thoubht to be the most primitive people-. 
.. . .. -

Gardiner had been instrumental in establishing in 1844 the 
. . 

South American Missionary Society. 3 He had made several 

attempts to establish work in other parts of South .America 

but finally with six companions in September 1850, sailed to 

the lonely isl e of Tierra del Fuego .3 They took with them 

provisions f or six months at which time a ship was to visit 

1Robert E. · Speer, 
2John A. Mackay, 
3 Ibid. p . 237 

s outh American Problems, 
op. cit. pp. 232-33 
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them. By some mistake , help did not arrive until September 

1851, just twenty days too late for all had perished of star

vation. The searching party was directed by a .hand painted 
. -

on the rocks to a cavern in whi ch they found the bleached 

bones of t he missionaries.l Up on the rock on which the hand 

had been painted were found these words from Psalm 62: 5 - 8 : 

My soul , wait thou only upon nod ; 
For my expec ta ti on is from· Rini. 
He only is my rock and my salvation. 
He is my high tower; I shall not be moved. 
ith God is my salvation and my· glory; · 

The r ock of ray strength and· my· refuge is in God . 
Trust in Him at all times ye people; 
Pour out your heart before Him ; 
God is a refuge for us. 

The news of Gardiner ' s death aroused the conscience of 

Christian people in Great Britian. In 1854 another expedi

tion was organized, one of the first members to volunteer 

was a ·son of the dead leader of . the first expedition. This 

second group was massacred in 1859.2 The attempt was not 

given up however, for a young Anglican clergyman who follow

ed after them, succeeded in winning the confidence of these 

natives. Such a great transformation took place among the 

Indians within a few years that Darwin on his second visit 

to these people wished to be included as a regular contribu

tor to this worthy cause,3 and wrote, "It is a grand success 

I shall feel proud if your conunittee t ink fit to elect me 

1Robert E. Speer, 
2 J" o hn A. Mackay, 
3 Ibid. 238 

South American Problems, p. 219 
op. cit. p. 238 
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an honorary member of your society."l Dr . Mackay writes of 

this work: 

No great missionary movement c·ould possibly have 
had a more spiri tua1 · and inspirin·g beginning. 
Gardiner is the luminous prototype of a large 
group of men and women, who since his day have 
given their lives unres·ervedly· ·ror ·the ·redemp
tion and uplift of the aboriginal peoples of the 
Continent . 

One of the pioneers of evangelical work in several 

of the republics of South .America was a Scotchman, James 

Thomson . He began his work in Argentina at the close of the 

revolution, a very opportune time for opening up of new work. 

The Jesuits had been driven out of the country, the p_eople 

were open-minded and eager to become related to the great 

currents of the world's life, and the Vatican had regarded-. . . 

the work of insurrection with disfavor. Thomson represented 

the British and Foreign Bible Society and the British and 

Foreign School Society or as some writers give , the Lancast-
. . . 

rian Educational Society.1 Within a few years Thomson had 

established a large number of grade schools, nor~al tr~_ining 

schools, etc. Mackay writes concerning his influence in 

Argentina as follows: 

Before leaving Argentina for Chile, in response 
to a pressing invitation from the new goverrunent 
of the latter country, the Scotch educator was 
made an honorary citizen of Argentina with full 
citizenship rights. The reason g iven for this 
signal honour is symbolic of the attitude of a · 
warm-hearted people towards "cultured foreigners 
who are interested in the progre s s and prosperity 
of the country. n2 _ 

1webster E. Browning, op. cit. 
2John A. Mackay, op. cit. nn. 

p. 27 
235-36 
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Thomson reached Chile about the middle of 1821, and 

established several schools on the Joseph Lancaster system 
. . 

and circulated a large number of Bibles and Gospels.l Here 

he had to struggle against the Catholic clergy who were not 

as liberal, as on the eastern side of the continent. As 

Thomson left Chile he was given the same honour as in Arg~n

tina of being made honorary citizen of Chile . Browning writ

es of his work in this · country as follows: 

It seemed that his work had be·en well established 
and would be ·permanent-; competent tea.cher·a·, however, 
were not to be had , the cl·ergy of th·e Roman Church 
opposed his wo~k , and after a few years all trace 
of it disappeared.l 

Thomson went to Peru in 1822 on the special invita• 

tion of the Liberator San Mart!n. One of his schools was 

established in a convent vacated for that purpose . But his 

work was no t as successful as in the two former countries, so 
. . . 

he soon passed on to Colombia after passing out a large por

tion of Bibles and Gospels . 

Colombia has always been considered the most fanati

cal of South American countries, yet , it was here that Thom

son met with greatest success . He was ab£e to organize an 

indigenous Bible Society . The President was the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs. Ten of the twenty members on the executive 

committee were Roman Catholic clergy . But orders soon came 

from Rome · forbidding priests and Catholics to belong to the 

1webster E. Browning , op. cit. p. 27 
2John A. Mackay, op. cit. pp. 235-36 
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Society and ordered that it be suppressed.I 

Before going into a detailed account of the histori

cal development of mission work in the cou~try under s~ecial 

consideration, a few outstanding movements in other parts, 
-

ne ed be mentioned. Dr . Robert Kalley, a Scotch physician 

began work in Brazil in 1855. Dr. Mackay calls Kalley the 

forerunner of the evangelistic missionary to national groups. 
.. - . . .. ~ 

In 1867 the first evangelical sermon in Spanish was preached 

in Argentina by Dr. John Francis Thomson.2 Dr. Goodfellow, 

an American missionary, was invited by the famous Argentine 

President, Sarmiento to bring in normal school teachers from 

North America. ithin a few years sixty-three teachers 

arr ived and the first normal school was organized in 18 71. 2 

The greate s t achievement in educational :· work in this 

continent was begun in the early twentieth century, in Ar

gentina by Rev. William C. Mor ris, an Anglican clergy~an~ _ 

These s chools were organ ized for poor children, and the work 

has grown so in the thirty years _of _ its history __ tha_t ~o~~:V

there are six thousand two hundred children in these schools 

now all over the country, and three hundr ed and thirty or

phan boys and girls housed in "El Alba " . This philanthropic 

work is carried on by the contributions of public spirited 

people within the country. In r ecent years the Government 

has subs i d ized the work~3 

1 John A. Mackay, op. cit. pp . 237. 
2Ibid. pp . 239 -40 
3Ibid. pp. 244- 45 

~ 

J 

... 
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As is true in most fields of missionary activity, 

work was begun by the distribution of the Scriptures . This 

opened up the way for the evangelist, who was at first a 

foreigner to the land, but as soon as pos s ible the evangel

istic work was turned over to a native of the soil, who had 

been prepared for such work. The missionary then launched 
- . 

out into new fields of work such as educational a.nd medical , 

while supervising the work of the churches. 

The English colony in Valparaiso, Chile , had had re

ligious services conducted by the chaplains of the Britis~ 

fleet and by visiting clergymen, but in 1837 the first Angli

can chaplain was assigned to Chile and since that time there 

have been resident chaplains in t he country. Their work how

ever, L carried on only among t he English people li:fing in 

Chile, except for their work among the Araucanians in the 

south, which has previously been described.I 

Real missionary interest and endaavor was shown by 

David Trumbull, an .American who arrived in Chile on Christmas 

Day, 1845 .l He was connected with the Seamen ' s Friend Socie

ty and the American and Foreign Christian Union. 2 His work 

was principally among foreign seamen and English colonies, 

but he had a great interest in general evangelization and 

longed to open up work in Spanish . Trumbull established many 

l webster E. Browning, · op. cit. pp. 27-28 
2John ··A. Mackay, op. cit. pp. 238-39 
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friendships among the political leaders of the country and 
. -

thus through his influe?c_e was abl~ to bring abo:u_t _ m_any r :e~ 

ligious reforms and help many community and governmental en-
. - . - . . . - . .. 

terprises. In order to identify himself more completely wit 

the country he became a citizen of Chile.l Dr. Browning 

tells of his work as follows: 

He found that, in the quarter of a century si'nce 
the visit of Thomson, the· Roman Church had great
ly intensified its hold on the religious life o:f 
the people, and had throttled all attempts to s·e
cure any degree of liberty of worship. Only ·the· 
Roman Church was allowed ·to· perf'oriri marriage rites, 
the cemeteries were compl·etely under· its · conti·ol 
and were· only open to those · of its· fa1 tp, there 
was no freedom of the press , and all r~li~ious 
observanc·es other than those of the dominant 
church were prohibited by law. · 

Trumbull set himself to -ov·ercome these dis
abilities . He began a controversy ih the pre·ss 
with the archbishop, circulated Christian liter
ature, and gradually formed a circle of close 
friends who were influen·tial in political c·ircles. 
So deeply did he feel the situation, tha·t attached 
to hie own country though he was , he made a vow · 
that if God would give him strength to overthrow 
the oppressive laws , he would becom·e a ·ci tlzen- of 
the Republic . Largely due to hi~ irtflu~nce, in 
1880, a liberal Government set aside· the· d-isabili- · 
ties under which residents other · than · Roman c·atnolics 
had laboured, and true to his · vow~ Trumbull became 
a Chilean. In 1847 he organized · the Union· Church, 
for English-speaking Protestants , in Valparaiso, 
and in 1856 this congregation erected its own build
ing, the first Protestant Church edifice to be er
ected on the west coast of the two Americas, south 
of California. Dr. Trumbull died in 1889, and the' 
Senate of the Republic adjourned the session in his 
memory, the statement being made by one of its 
members that "Chile has lost one of its most dis-

tinguished citizens.2 

lJohn · A. u _ k y op ci· t pp· 2-:.8-'%9 ~c a , • • • v v 2webster E. Browning, op. cit. p. 28 
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Though Dr. Trumbull finally succeeded in bringing 

about constitutional reforms concerning marriage rights and 

cemetery privileges that so hindered the foreigner in the 

country, his hardest task came in providing evangelical pri_

vileges to the Chilean people. Finally on July 27, 1865, he 

succeeded in bringing about the so-called Interpretative Act, 
. . . ~ . ~-

which interpreted Article 5 of the Constitution. Those who 

did not profess the State religion might be permitted to 

practice their own rites in private buildings and to found 
. . 

private schools for their children with the understanding 
. . 

that there be no public manifestations , no use of steeples 

and church bella.l 

With this possibility of beginning work in Spanish, 

Dr . Trumbull immediately appealed for reenforcements from 

the homeland. ~Uexander M. Merwin and Sylvanus Sayre arriv

ed in Chile in 1866. Mr . Merwin went to Santiago to help 

Mr . Gilbert the pastor of the English Colony of that city 

who had been sent out in 1862. A little school was estab

lished in Calle Colegio (College street) and a tiny sheet 

published called The Sower , the first of its kind in Chile.l 

Miss Smith the author of two chapters in a publication put 

out by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions called, 

"Modern Missions in Chile and Brazil" describes the organiza

tion of the first Chilean evangelical church as follows: 

1w. R. Wheeler and others, "Modern Missions In Chile and 
Brazil, pp. 137-39 
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0n May 20, 1868, a meeting was held to consider 
t he organization, in Santiago, of a Spanish church. 
Bibles and Testaments had been scattered and read; 
and fruit of this sowing was not 1 ong in ·rlperiing . 
As usual, persecution only served to hasten th~ 
harvest, and the first Chilean evangelical church 
was established on June?, 18"68, in the capital, 
and four Chileans became members thereof at the 
first communion: 

Sra. Rosario Vicencio de Netherby 
Sra. Eusebia Tapia de Guzman 
Sr. Ca.i.~ilo -Guzman 
Sr. Juan B. Gonzalez 

Naturally these things became known, and the arch
bishop tried to have t he meeting p·rohi bi ted~ · Fail
ing in this, he got together a huge procession, 
which, after s prinkling Mr. Gilbert's -house with 
holy water, proceeded to stone it. But notwith
standing derision and persecution, the little gr~up 
grew. In 18?1, when ltt. Gilbert was obliged to re
t urn to the Un i ted States, nineteen members had beeri 
received. Both t he English and Spanish congregations 
continued to worship in Calle Colegi·o · unt11 · July 29 , 
1869 , when a new building in Calle Nataniel, at the 
corner of Alonzo OValle, was completed and d·edicated 
under the name of "Templ e of the [ost Holy Trin1 ty." 
This was t he first building dedicated· to th~ use of 
Chilean evangelicals in Chile, and constituted a 
notable incident in their history.l 

Miss Smith continues with the story of the bu ilding of the 

f irst church and :Mr . Gilbert's untiring efforts in raising 

the money and overseeing the construction. The dedicatory 

service is told as follows: 

All t he evangelical pastors at that time resident 
in Chile, Trumbull, Gilbert, Merwin, Sayre, and 
Swaney of Talcahuano, were present and officiated 
at the dedication. The congr egation filled the 
edifice, and curious onlookers, the street. The 
following Sunday , August 5, the first communion 
in the new building was celebrated, being the 
sixth in the history of the Chilean Church.2 

Mr . Merwin went to Valparaiso in 1868, to help Dr. 

I 
2
w. R. Wheeler and others, op. cit. pp. 13?-39 
Ibid. pp . 140-42 
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Trumbull with the work of organizing a Chilean church. On 

September 27, of that same year the first Spanish service 

was held . Just one year later on October 8 , the second 

Chilean evangelical church was organized with five charter 

members .l 

The missionaries up to this time had been sent out b 

the .American and Foreign Christian Union . This mission haw

ever, found itself unable to carry on the work because of 

financial conditions and asked the Presbyterian Board of For

eign Missions (North) in 1872, to take over the work begun 

in Chile . This was done in 1873 and work developed in all 

parts of the country, with increased forces sent out by the 

new Board . Several schools were organized, a Sheltering 

Home for orphan children, a baby dispensary , a nion Train

ing School for women and a religious paper known as "Heraldo 

i:vangelico." 

In 1885 an unusally liberal charter was granted to 

the -mission by the Government , whereby 

"Those who profess the Reformed Church religion 
according to the doctrines of Holy Scriptures , 
may promote primary and secondary instruction 
according to modern methods and practice , and 
propagate the worship of their belief obedient 
to the same d ocument, was also authorized to 
"acquire lands and buildings for the expressed 
object, and retain the same by act of legislature."2 

The Methodist Episcopal Mission began work in 1877, 

1w. R~ fueeler and others, op. cit. pp . 140-42 
2webster E . Browning , op. cit. p. 29 
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by a visit of I illiam Taylor who ca.i~e to investigate the 

possibility of establishing self supporting missions in 

South America . The first group sent out after his return 

to New York to organize work arrived in Chile July 1st, 18 78. 

Soon his plan of work had b een established in Peru ; Bolivia 

and Chile, and other groups were sent out from the States . 

Their main activity was in educational school work, and 

later from thes e schools the evangelistic field was opened. 

Taylor d id not only organize this mission but was its recog

nized head ~ntil he was appointed Bishop of Africa in 1884. 

The Transit and Building Fund Society was then organized to 

carry on his work . In 1904 this Society turned over_ all i:ts 

properties and administration to the Board of Foreign Miss-
. . 

ions of . the Methodist ~rpiscopal Church. Since that time the 

work has been d irect ed by Bishops appointed for the purpose! 

The 1'.[ethodists and Presbyterians , the two oldest and 

two leading organizations in evangelical work in Chile have 

always worked in close harmony. The whole field has been 

diyided into sections be tween the two churches so that there 

i s no overlapping of f orce s , except in the three largest 

cities where there is ample room for all. Various means of 

cooperation ace ~carried on as is seen in the Union Theolog

ical Seminary, the Union Bookstore, and f or any years the 

weekly evangelical publication. 1 The Methodists have 

1 ebster ~ . Browning , op. cit. pp. 29 -30 

.,I 
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clinics in Santiago and Valparaiso . The Presby terians main

tain a baby clinic in Valparaiso and a small hospital in 

Santiag o. In Santiago the Methodists have the large girl' s 

school, Santiago College , and the Presbyterian the large 

boys school , Instituto Ingles. Both of which are out standing 

in their influence among the upper class of people in the 

ca~)ital city. They both have beautiful new, node r n bu ildings 

and e quipment on new campus'. In Valparaiso the Presbyter

ians have a grade school and ttigh School for both boys and 

girls and for many years maintained a normal scnool but were 

obliged to clos e i t be cause of Government regulations . This 

school also cares for several parish schools in the out 

skirts of the city. The Methodists had for many years both 

a large boys school and a large g irls sc hool in Concepcion. 

A few years ago Colegio merica no (boys) was closed because 

of financial reasons but so· e of t he boys commeric al courses 

were continued in connection with Concepci on Colle ge , the 

girls sc ool. The write r has heard that just this y ear the 

girls school has als o been closed. About two years ago the 

Methodist school in Iqui que was turned over to the nations 

as they were unable to financially provide the teaching 

staff for the work. At Angol, in the south, the Methodists 

have a large farm of 3,900 acres1 where a small agricultural 

school is conducted. The Presbyterians also maintained a 

lHenry Clay Foster, "The Centenary Farm School for Chilean 
Peasants", Pan American Magazine, XXX (Mar. 1920) 
p . 253 

11,, 
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small school for poor children in Concepcion. This work was 

turned over to the national teacher two years ago. The Metho 

dists have a small religious training school for g irls in 

Santiago . Several years ago the evengelistic missionaries of 

the Methodist .fission were withdravm and because of their 

drop ing off of school activities also their missionary 

force has been greatly reduced. With the present closin0 of 

the school in Concepcion thei~ force cannot exceed twelve 

foreign members. The Presbyterian Mission is the larges t and . . 

oldest mission on the field , with twenty-seven missionaries 

in all . Ten of these a r e dedicated to ev~ngelistic work 

though half of t his number give considerable time to other . 

fields of work as well . The Methodists have some twenty-six 

national pas tors with a few more churches than the Presby.

teri ans. Fewer are self supporting however. The Presbyter

ian churches are organized into a Presbytery , (since 1883 )
1

, 

of twenty-four organized groups half of whi ch have bec ome 

self supporting . The work of the church is almost entirely 

carried on by the nationals thr ough the Presbytery . The onl 

influence the mission has over Presbytery is through the men 

missionaries who are all members of Presbytery with equal 

rights to vote . Their voting power is less than one-fourth 

of the , total Presbytery votes, however . Because of a pre

dominan~ nationalistic spirit shown within the last few years 

1Historicai Sketch of the Missions in South Amer ica, p. 34 
Sixth edition 1910 
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more and more of the responsibilities have been turned over 

to the Presbytery by the mi ssi on . Even the joint committee 

which administers al l the funds for all the work (ex cep t the 

missionary' s salary) whic h a few years ago was composed of 

three nationals and five mi ssionaries is now an equal number 
~ . . . 

of five and five . The national members of the Methodist de

nomination supervise and carry on all the evangelistic work 

except for the intervention of the Bishop . 

The membership of the Methodist churches however, 

double t ha t of the Presbyt~rian Church . Why t his is true is 

a serious problem at present , to the Presbyterians . Being 

the oldest organ ization on the field and having the largest 

missionary force they should at least keep step with other 

missions working on the field . The following chart, page 152 

reveal s the poor progress made between 19 23 and 1934 in 

membership , adherents , Sunday School s , churches, etc . It 

will be noted that the total membership in 1929 and 1930 ex

ceeded the four following years . In comparison with other 

denominations a li ttle di fference mi ght be accounted for by 

the fact t hat the Presby terians are very strict in ~keeping 

their records clean." Careful training and time is given 

before new members are taken into the church and as soon as 

t hey become delinquent they are taken off the active roll . 

Other miss ions that have come into the field since 

the Presbyterians and .Methodi s ts need to be mentioned also . 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance dedicate all 

their effort s to the s outh of the Bio Bio river . Their work 

11 
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was under tne leadership of a true-hearted Mennonite from 

Pennsylvania. 1 Bu~ their ,ork is not large and al though the 
.. .. , ... 

churches continue their work all missionaries were withdrawn 

several years ago . 

The Southern Baptist work is not as old as these 

other mission organizations already menti oned (about 35 years 

yet their work has grown rapidly profiting a great deal, no 

doubt , by seed sown by pioneer missionary efforts. They. have 

a large school in Temuco that engages the time of six miss 

ionaries. Another family is . found in Concepci on and another 

in Santiago. They have some twenty organized churches wi t h 
. . . -

a membership of 2400 (calculation.) beautiful new modern 

church has recently been built in Concepcion. Their monthly 

publication is called "La Voz Bautista," and has a circula

tion of one thousand five hundred cop ies . 2 

tnother church that has grown rapidly an also sur

passed the Presbyterians is the Seventh Day Adventist . This 

church too, has profited greatly by the efforts of others 

and have b een accus ed severely in former years , for proselyt 

ing . Pioneer work was d one as early as 1894 by T. H. avis 

and F . V. Bishop, canvass ing the field and selling litera

ture . In 1895 Elder A. H. Baber was located at Valparaiso . 3 

press was purchased , and a Span ish paper started 

1Robert E. Speer , ~ issions in South iunerica , p . 64 
2 ,Jebs·ter E . Browning, op . cit. p . 154 
3" .An Outline of ission Fields" Seventh ay · dventists 

p . 163 
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in 1900, called Senales de los Tiempos ( Si gns of the Times) , 

Valparaiso at that time was the mission and publishing head 

quarters. blders A. R. Ogden and H. F . Ketring entered the 

field in 19J2 , and a school was started at ~la, in Southern 

Chile . In 1904 Mr . ·westphal and Wm. Ste ele entered Chile-, 

the former taking over the work of the field. 1 In April 19 0 7. 

the miss ion was organized as a conference with Mr. Westphal 

as president . The training school at Pua has added a large 

school building to its equ ipment , and a school for Mapuchi 

Indians began in 1 90 5 at Bajo Imperial just north of Pua.2 

A l arge agr icultural school has more recently been opened 

just east of Chillan and i s growing rapidly. Several miss

ionary families are employed there. Churches are now grow

ing ev erywhe re in the country. The cities with the l ar ges t 

churches are Santiago , (now headquar t ers), Valpara iso, Co_n

cepcion , I qui que and Chillan . Their r apid increase in mem

bership during the pas t few ye ars is shown in the fo llowing 

statistics. 

1904 1913 1934 
Members 224 500 2,203 

There are 31 churches on the field today. The 1934 year boo 

gives the additional informat ion 

1 "An outline of Mission Fields~' Seventh Day Adventists, 
pp. 163-64 

2Ibid. pp. 166-67 
3correspondemce from General Conference of Seventh Day 

Adventists headquarters, Wasniugton, D. c. 



Ministers - - - - - - - - - a1 

Licensed ministers - - - - - - - - 7 
Missionary Licentiates (Those who 7 
give Bible r eadings in homes and 
engage in other missionary work 
aside from preaching.( 
Church school teachers 12 

A great deal of their work is done through the dis 

tribution of literature which now comes from their publish

ing house in Buenos Aires. The weekly paper "Atalaya" has a 

wide circulation. 

A very unique movement was started as a schism from 

the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1910 t hr ough t the preach

ing of an ex-member of that mission. This is called the 

Pentecostal Movement. The new converts filled with a re

ligious passion spread the message t hr ough town and village 

at an amazing pace . The work has grown so rapidly that in 

1929 it was r eported to have some ten thousand members in 

Chile with many adherents. It is largely confined to work 

among outcast or poorest people. Their work is purely evan

gelistic which often includes "estatic spiritual conditions ' 

which are manifested by prophesying, speaking in tongues, 

and religious dancing . In spite of these extravagances, 

their work has succeeded in changing their hearts and lives 

and bettered social conditions for many of the poorest 

2 class. Some feel it has produced the purest type of moral-

ity.3 One interesting feature about the movement is that 

it is strictly self supporting. Dr . Browning describes the 
work -as follows: 

· l Correspondence from General Conference of Seventh Day Ad-
iventists headqua~ters , Wash~ngtori, D.C. 

Jo A. Mackay, op. cit. pp.247-48 
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This Church, while making no attempt at real re
ligious education·, yet find·s an ever-increasing 
response to its extremely emotional appeal, 
strengthened by the wholly national character 
of its organizatio'n. on·e ·da.·nger from this ·source 
which threatens the wh·o1e evangelical movement, 
is that of imitation or accept~nce of it~ e~tra
vagances in order to get its results. · "The teh
denci es to disintegratioh -~wing to the extreme 
individualism characterizing th~s type of reli
gion have thus far been well held in check by 
the strong hand of its organiz~r, now~ v~~y old 
man. It is thought by many ·ca·r ·eful observers 
that after his death . the movement will . divide · 
up into petty groups . But whatever ·may be its · 
future, it is at present the most nc:itarle move-
ment in the evangelical life of Chile . -

. . 

In truth the movement is already suffering because 

of some scandal concerning Mr . Hoover its founder, and the 

church is divided within its elf and groups are siding off .. 
. . . 

in two marked divisions, the Hooveri tes, those standing -by 

him, and the non-Hooverites, those against him. The work 

has been of great value however, not only in blessing thou

sands of lives but in revealing to students of the movement 
. . . 

the spiritual longings of the Chilean soul. 

Besides the Anglican church working among the Eng

lish colonies and the Union Churches of Valparaiso and 

Santiago doing work among these English speaking people, 

there is another group that is exclusively among foreigners, 

having no work among the natives. This is the Lutheran 

church confined mainly to the southern section of the coun

try. The German Colony is the largest foreign group in the 

country aside from Spaniards. 

1webster E. Browning, op. cit. pp. 30-31 
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Both the American and the British and Foreign Bible 

Societies have made a great contribut ion to the work through 

their constant distribution of the Scr_iptures • . 

The Young Men's and Young Nomen's Christian Associ-a-.. '• . 

tions working in the larger cities ha:ve not only hel:ped _the 

youth of the cities but have been a means of reaching the 
- .. 

upper class of people through lecture courses. This class 

could not enter an Evangelical Church to hear such a lecture, 

as they would be socially ostracized. The summer camps at 
. . . . .. 

Angol on the Methodist farm have been of high inspirational 

value to many of the young people. Classes for delinquent 

boys and night school for _th~ fact~ry workers!_ gymnas_ium ... 

classes for the business men, etc., have touched other var

ious groups . 

The Salvation .Army does much charitable work among 

the poor class of people in the large cities. Food and 

shelter are provided for the needy as long as their limited 

means provides. Street preaching and distribution of tracts 

especially in t he numerous saloons has done a great deal of 

good . 

There are a few independent missionaries in the 

country but their work is very small. The most outstanding 

is perhaps Mr. Strong who dedicates his time to preaching in 

the Army Regiments of the country. 

A work ·that i .s quietly growing among the intellectual 

class is that of Theosophy . Just how large this group is can 

hardly be estimated but because of its inclusive characteris-
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tics and liberality, it is thought to be of great appeal to 

the Chilean people. Government statistics say there are 

3,731 in this section. Dr. Browning says about this and 

other similar groups 

Of exotic religious or~ariiz~tions- at ~ork in the 
country, special r eference inus·t - be made t ·o the· 
Theosophists, who are both nume·r ·ou·s · and· well -or
ganized, and who draw their adherents from· 'the ' 
higher circles of society. · A ~~cent lectuief, - a 
Hindu, drew tremendous audiences, and Theosophy 
may be said to have made a deep impression upon 
the religious thinking of the country~ Positi~-· 
ism, spiritualism and other cul t"s also ·have -the_ir 
representatives, but their influence does- not · 
deeply affect the religious life of the people.l 

Co1n.rnunism is quite strong in the · country __ ?:1.t _ h~s 

been successfully kept under control by the Government. 

On the next page a chart of the different organiza

tions working in Chile will be found with an estimate of 

some of their present standing. 

1 ebster E. Browning, op. cit. pp. 26-2? 

• 
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TABLE IX 

Principal Non-Catholic Organizations:

Under Mission Boards 
Foreign National 
Workers Workers 

1ru11· Chur- ·· Ad·- · · 
Members ches herents 

1. Presbyterian 27 

2. Methodist Ep. 

3. Christi an & 
Missionary 
Alliance 

4. Southern 
Baptist 

5. Seventh Day 
Adventists 

6. s • . American 
Miss. Soc. 

7. Salvation 
Army 

8 . :Pentecostal 

10 

10 

19 

8 

l 

1387 24 1718 

30 2780 26 3000 

? 1000? 18 1000? 

25 2400 20 · 2800 

15 2203 31 2500 

10 

Not under Boa.rd 
? 10,000 100 8 000 

Havin~ no church organization 
F. W. N. W. 

9 . British & Foreign Bible Society 1 6 

10. American Bible Society 

11.Young Men's Christian Association 

12. Young ..-·romen 's Christian As s ociation 

13.Independent - Mr . Strong 

Work among their own people 

14. Anglican Church 

15. Union Church 

16.Lutheran Church, German 

17. Theosophists 
18. Positivists 
19. Spiritualists 

Others Adherents 

3,731 
89 
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Government statistics say there are 62,000 Protes-

tant adherents in Chile. This number seems somewhat large. 

M:r. Paul, a Presbyterian missionary, made an estimate of 

33,000 Evangelical adherents after a study of the field two 

years ago. Nevertheless, if the exaggerated fig~r~ be ~a~e?, 

it is v ery small as compared with other countries of the con-

tinent, such as Brazil which has one million members. One of 

the main reasons for this i s because of the fanatical spirit 

of the West Coast Republics as compared to th~ libera~ ~p~r_it 

of the east coast. This is seen in Dr. Mackay's description 

of the evangelical work in Br azil. 

It is · in Brazil, however, the Evangeli'ca.l 
Christianity has reached its highest develop
ment and made its greatest contributi ·on· to 
national life. · The remark was made in an ·· 
earlier chapter that the Brazilian ·Re:public 
had probably the greatest absorptive ca.pacfi ty . 
of any country in the world. No country has 
been so hospitable to foreigft ide~s~ It "is 
here that Spiritualism and Positivism have 
had t heir greatest triumphs. It is here also 
that the evangelical faith has found its most 
propitious soil. It is difficult t ·o · explain 
why this s hould be. One thing , however, 
should be taken into account; Brazil has ·· 
grown more rapidly than any of the ot h·er· re
publics of South America. The ·ethnic eleniertts 
which compose its population are more numerous 
and varied t han in any sister republic. Tradi
tions and religious fanaticism have been less 
strong. At the present moment the population of 
Brazil numbers almost forty millions, and in a 
few years this republic will be the largest and 
most populous Latin State in the world.••••••• 
In no country in South America and in few count
ries in the world is the cooperative movemetit 
so perfect and effective as it is in Brazil. 
This has been largely due to the efforts of a 
remarkable Christian statesman, Dr. Erasmo Braga, 
a Brazilian evangelical of the third generation. 
It is calculated that the Protestant community 
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in the republic now numbers almost on·e million 
souls. Brazilian evangelicals have recently 
organized a missionary society to the· mother
land of Portugat and another to the Indians of 
the hinterland. 

An historical event took place in South .America in 

June 1932. The World Sunday School Convention was held in 

the city of Rio de J anerio. This was the f irst time a world 

gathe ring had ever been held on the continent. I~ is there

fore of great significance that the first was convened under 

the auspices of evangelical Christianity. 2 

!John A. Iiackay, op. cit. pp. 2 49-50 
Ibid . PP• 250-51 



CHAPTER V 

THE ANALYSIS 

There is no question but that there are serious proe

lems which the church of Chile is facing today. Both the 

Catholic and Protestant movements are living a critical hour. 

The approach to these problems in the foregoing chapters pre

sent clearly the present situation. This in itself erases 

some of the obscuring veil and reveals possible solutions, 

and in all cases t hrows some light on the questions presented 

in the issue. Fa·oing each of these questions as stated, aJ..l 

helpful suggestions drawn f rom this study that contribute. to 

each, will be brought together in_ this analrsis in _an attempt 

to synthesize the findings concerning each problem. 

(1) The first question presented in the issue was 

that of apparent backwardness of the Protestant work of Chile 

in comparison with the same work of other South .American 

countries. This is especially true when comparison is made 

with Argentina and Brazil. Argentina wi t h its several open

minded Catholic priests and Pre s idents, and extensive youth 

movement, wide educational system under Protestant super

vision, such as the normal schools and Morris schools, pre

sent a picture of activity, rapid development and progress. 

Brazil with its million souls in the Protestant family, and 

large churches with able leaders such as Sr. Bi'aga (though 
-162-
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he has passed on now, his spirit still lives and works and he 

is but an example of other equally able leaders), and where 

no missionaries are found supervising the activities in the 

cities but are all working in the interior, also presents a 

picture of pleasing advancement, and extreme contrast to the 

situation in Chile. Three reasons for this condition present 

themselves. 

Chile being isolated from her neighbors and the rest 

of the world by the desert on the north and mountains on the 

east with but one railroad connecting the country to the 

eastern coast, has not had the contact with the culture and 

commerce of Europe and United States as had Argentina and 

Brazil. 

Perhaps because of this same reason Chile has very 

few for eigners in the country. Both Argentina and Brazil are 

very cosmopolitan and the foreigners that have come into 

these countries )lave brought the culture of their country 

thus contributing greatly to the development of their newly 

adopted land . The few that have come to Chile have contri

buted much but Chile needs and welcomes many more . Since the 

opening of the Panama Canal and since the World War , Chile's 

foreign trade and commerce has developed enormously . It is 

felt that in time this will bring more immigrants which will 

greatly help the religious life of the country as well as the 

commercial . 

The third and most important reason for the backward

ness of religious ltfe of Chile is because the Catholic Churc ri 
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has been much more conservative and ''fanatical" on the west

ern side of the continent than on the eastern side. Altho 

Chi.le has had her prominent outstanding clergymen they have 

not been so numerous, nor so influential as t hose of other 

countries. 

(2) The second question presents itself because of 

the rapid advance made in secular fields with which the re

ligious life has been unable to keep apace. This is called 

a materialistic age t he world over, but no other country of 

South .America has become so materialistic as has Chile in 

these years since the World War. It was at that time t hat 

she began to realize her enormous. wealth, in saltpeter and 

copper fields. This enlarged Chile's "ego" tremendously. 

With this wealth she was able to make rapid advancement 

along many lines, developing her educational system, and 

social condition, bu t a s is so often the case when material

ism is prevalant, relig ion is laid aside. This accounts a 

great deal for the indifference and lack of devotion found 

so prevalent in the Catholic Church. 

One of the main reasons why the Protestant Church has 

not kept apace with the times is because her work has been 

dedicated almost entirely to the poorer classes of people 

and not the intellectual nor political classes. The Catholi~ 

have been more closely connected with this intellectual class 

than the Protestants, nevertheless, her contribution to that 

class has been more of political and social influence than a 

religious influence, and she has lamented greatly the fact of 
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the lack of spiritual devotion to the church. The Protestantf 

turned their first attentions to the poorer class as they 

were being neglected and because they responded more easily. 

Because of their financial situation the youth of the Pro

t estant church have not been able to continue their education 

so that they might enter the professional and business world 

and make their influence felt upon the life currents of the 

nation. The youth that come out of the Protestant schools 

are of the intellectual class and have been endowed with 

broad minds and Christian principles but few of them ever be

come active in the life of the church, partly because there 

is no place made for t hem. 

The Protestant Church has become so closely associat

ed with the poor people that it will take almost a miracle 

to lift it into higher levels of life. The fact that it is 

knovm as the church f or the poor people hinders t h is advahce 

and also keep many of the upper class out of the church that 

might willingly come in if it were not for the clas s d is

tinction or that they would be socially ostracized. 

The fact t hat the Intelligencia also respond to the 

Protestant message was made very clear a few years ago when 

~ . Stanley Jones pas s ed t hrough Chile on a lecture tour and 

t he people flocked to the theatre in great throngs to hear 

him. 

The Presbyterian missionaries have felt the need of 

.reaching this class f or some time and some of the mission

aries are making vital contacts through classes in the 
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State University and through their home for University girls, 

where some thirty students are housed. 

One of the greatest problems facing the Protestant 

missionaries today is a church or some sort of an organiza

tion taat will provide for the spiritual needs of these 

people t hey undoubtedly would be able to interest and help . 

No definite nor organized work has been attempted among the 

upper class of people .as it is felt that such work would be 

futile without first providing some means that would hold 

them together and that could continue to care for their 

needs. 

Because of the rapid development in secular lines the 

needs of the world are changing. The church needs to pre

pare herself to meet these new needs. This is especially 

true in Chile where rapid developing educational systems are 

raising the cultural standards faster than the church can 

care for the spiritual needs. 

(3) The second question leads into the third. Both 

statistics and authority prove that the spiritual life has 

not been cared for . The evangelistic field has been badly 

neglected by the Catholics and a few of the most broad mind

ed are waking up to the fact and more emphasis is being 

placed upon the sermon and less upon ritual. In fact public 

interest is being aroused by the ( 11 Conferencia sin Culto") 

religious lecture with no ceremony whatsoever . The Scrip

tures are being read in the pulpit, portions distributed, 

and selections published in the da ily papers with comments . 
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For many years the priests were poorly prepared for their 

work but this too, is changing and several outstanding men, 

writers, poets, historians, theologians have contributed 

much to the spiritual uplift of the country. 

Though the evangelistic field has not been neglected 

by the Protestants their net progress has amounted to noth

ing. This has been especially true of the two oldest and 

strongest missions on .the field, Presbyterians and Methodista 

In very recent years they have been surpassed in numerical 

progress by three or four other weaker denominations. Dr . 

Browning points out that for the last twenty years (1910-

1930) the Methodists have made a gain of but five pastors . 

and one hundred and forty-three communicant members . The 

Presbyterians during this same period gained twelve pastors -

{although s ix of those already in active serYice are now re- ' 

tired, or engaged but slightly in the work) - and five hund

red and thirty-nine members .l A great deal of the slight 

net gain in membership of the Methodists can be accounted 

for by the fact that the Pentecostal movement which began 

in 1910, was a break-off from the Methodist Church, one of 

the Methodist missionaries being the leader of the movement . 

Not only members but some Norkers withdrew from the Metho

dist ranks to j oin Mr. Hoover. 

One of the greatest needs of the Church in order 

that it might meet this situation is well trained Christian 

leadership. The church has had nothing to draw from but the 

humbl e class and even their elementary preparation is meager. 

~ ebster E. Browning , · op. Cl t • .P• 38 
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In the majority of cases among the pastors in actual service 

few have had more than six or eight years of schooling before 

taking these· inary work . Consequently they are not in a 

position, s ocially or intellectually, to make an a ~peal to 

influential groups of society , such as the profes~ional and 

political classes . These men are very sincere Christians 

and do their best but even they see .the ne ed of raising the 

standards f or . the pastors of the future . 

Mr. Henderson , who is in charge of the Union Pres

byterian and Methodist) Seminary is trying his best to hold 

up standards and requ irements and because the group from 

which he has to draw students are not up to these require~ 

ments of entrance t her e are but few studying at the present 

time. For several years the Seminary was closed as t ' ere 

were no students . There have be en but t wo t nis last year, 

and t wo others attending night hi gh scnool in order that they 

might in due time me et the requirements and enter the semi

nary course . Thes e are v ery lamentabl e fi gures f or 1nany of 

t h e a ctual pastors ar e ageing and each year takes its toll 

in death. 

One young man with a vision of this great need of 

reaching a more intellectual cla ss of people a few years 

ago , presented himself as a voluntary wo ker and is an ex

cellent ex~nple of the type of pastors we need in our church

es. Senor Subercaseaux rec e ived his theological train i ng in 

France and is of a staunch Naldensian family and as a man of 

means he i s building his ovm beautiful little chapel in 
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·connection with which he expects to do his work . Although 

at present independent he has expressed his desires to enter 

the Presbyterian ranks and will be an immeasurable asset to 

that group as he is a man with a wonderful Christian heritage 

and a broad capable mind and a fine Christian spirit . 

The Baptists have a young pastor of one of their 

churches in Sant iago , Senor ~spinoza, who has received his 

degree from the St a te·university and is practicing l aw at 

the same time he is carrying on his pas toral work . 

These two examples of well prepared men are a pre

view of what i s hoped wi ll be common among the past ors of 

the near future . 

nether real reason for the pitiable net increase in 

church membership i s found· in the fact that there i s no 

country wide organized plan of evangelism. During tne New 

~ra Movement of the Presbyter ian Church , great t hings were 

accomplished because there was an organi zed , united effort . 

But today each evangelistic missionary and each pastor goes 

out to his district or field of wo r k to do just as he thinks 

best. They have d one their best a.nd they have accomplished 

s omethinb , but it is felt that under super~i sed direction 

wi th a conunon purpose in all fields much more interest would 

be aroused , more effort and enthusiasm would be put forth anc 

better re sults would be the return. To be the most success

ful t h is shoul d be an inter-denominational campai gn . 

Care must b e t ak en that the new memb ers are provided 

with spiritual food and developed and t r a ined in Christian 



-170-

living . There are too many in these churches now that have 

been members f or thirty or forty years and are still hearing 

sermons from t he pulpit t hat they should repent o_f their s ins 

and be saved . One needs to be reminded, no doubt, of his 

sins , at times and should even be repentant, but the people 

of the churches of Chil ~ eed and hav ee~ed badly, spiritual 

guidance and training , and because they have not gotten t h is 

training they have become indifferent and drifted away. It 

is the group outside t he c hurch especially that needs to 

hear such sermons of sin and repentance. The church should 

be a tra ining school f or bet t er living . · The chur ches of 

Chile sadly fall down at this point. There has been prac~ic

ally no relig ious educati onal work done. The pastors are not 

prepared to g ive it and in fact many of them are afraid of 

the term, feeling it spells "modernism." 

Almost the entire atten tion of the church is given 

to t he adults . It is thought that not much can be done with 

the child in the way of Chri s tian tra ining u n til he becomes 

a young man and able to think for himself . It is in very 

recent years that Sunday School conventions and Young Peopl eb 

Conferences and training classes have begun. A new step in 

t his line is being attempted among the Presbyterian churches . 

A week's Institute will be held in each church under the 

direction of some of the missi onaries . full program pro

vides instruction for every a ge. · After completing the pro

gram in one church the Institute moves on to t he next church. 

Such training includes Bible study, health talks and 
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exhibits and music classes . 

The financial difficulties often present grave prob

lems . This is especially true on the mission fields where 

the work is so vast that more money can always be put to good 

use . In Chile this problem is made doubly hard as the church• 

es of the land are made up of the common laboring class . The 

members give generously according to their means but the sum 

total is very small • . This has prevented any rapid pro~ress 

toward self support . The country at large is relatively poor 

as regards to wage paying capacity . And these low wa~es are 

especially small when calculated in u. S . gold . When these 

working people come into the church their cost of living 

rises as they are taught to better the home and living con

ditions , keep and dress clean and eat pure and good food . 

Their families are large and as a result they have little 

left from their meager wages for the work of the church. It 

is surprising how generously they do contribute to the church 

and how well they do live under such conditions . The only 

solution to this situation is the arrival of better finan

cial t imes . 

Another problem that affects the growth of the 

church is denominational relationship . There has always 

been close harmony among the missionaries of different de 

nominations . The national workers and members have found 

differences at times that heve kept them from being bosom 

friends of those of other denominations , out there is no 

reason why all could not join hands in a common cause , if 
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not in organ ic union , at least in cooperative enterprise . In 

Santiago, the Protestants have joined on occasion ana$nade 

great impressions upon the inhabitants by parades and union 

meetings, etc . , in some large theatre . In 1928 The General 

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Annual 

Presbytery meeting of the Presbyterian Church , convened in 

Concepcion at the same time with the express purpose of spend· · 

ing considerable time together in consideration of the possi

bility of organic union . It has not been possible to carry 

out these high hopes thus far bu t the matter has not been 

forgotten and both nationals and missionaries feel that in 

some future date some form of union wi l l be possible . Such 

a move would make a profound impression upon the coun t ry, 

and it would be a big step forward in solving this most 

serious problem of evangelization . 

There should be no reason why the Protestant work 

should not advance these days when there is all liberty grant 

ed , freedom of speech and of press , and a field wide open . 

The church made more progress during the days of persecution 

and ridicule than it d oes today when it is becoming more and 

more recognized by the public as having rights and worthy 

causes . 

(4) The next question deals with the relationship 

between national and foreign workers. This is a day of 

nationalistic feeling all over the world in every field . In 

the first ·pM, ce it was said that Protestantism was a foreign 

religion and had no right to intrude , especially because it 



- 173-

was not adapted to the Latin mind . This can hardly be true 

and something more will be said about it in answer to the 

next question . Catholic propaganda has opposed Protestant ef~ 

forts on the ground that it is an imperialistic movement on 

the part of the United States , working through these mission

aries under false religious names . Because of such propa

ganda the missions have put nationals out on the field of 

work as soon as possible and the missionaries have endeavored 

to stay in the background . 

There is a growing conviction on the part of the 

National pastors, however , that the Protestant church does 

have a North American stamp . They resent this very much and 

spirits r ise high and become antagonistic to everything about 

the church at times . Mi s takes of early missionaries are 

often criticized very severely and the national pastors take 

their spite out on the present missionaries wi-10 are made to 

feel that they are to blame . Even present missionaries and 

their work are criticized because of this same spirit of 

nationalism. The missionaries have to learn to be very pat

ient in these moments when spirits run high . But they know 

that in the next b~eath nationals will g ive all praise and 

honour to the work and sacrifices of the early missionaries 

and give thanks for all the help they are getting at pr esent . 

This nationalistic spirit should not be looked at with re

sentment . It does pain at times and seems most ungrateful , 

yet in t ruth it is the most healthy and hopeful spirit that 

has been seen for many years . The nationals are waking up 
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to the fact that the task is theirs and are trying to face 

the responsibility squarely and are even talking of the day 

when they will have to bear all financial burdens as well as 

directing all ; educational and medical enterprises. Their 

danger is that they want to launch into the work without be

ing prepared in any way to meet the requirements. Mission

aries are criticized when they try to hold down these high 

spirits , with the statement that they are trying to keep con

trol over the c~rch and are not willing to turn i t over to 

the nationals . This is not true • . The missionaries are will

ing to do so as soon as they feel the nationals are in any 

way fit to carry on the work . It is the longing of their 

heart and purpose of their work to turn the entire field over 

to them, but it will be some time before they will be prepar

ed f or such a move, al tho it may come before the missionaries 

feel the time has arrived. 

(5) The fifth question is a very vital one . vhat 

right have the Protestants to work in a country that is al

ready Christian? The Protestants are not intruders nor 

proselytors, as criticized, for in every case they have come 

in response to a call or a great need . On many occasions 

they were asked to come as in the case of the ~rgentine Presi· 

dent asking a Methodist missionary tha t he call out sixteen 

teachers offering to pay all expenses. Dr . Trumbull in Chile 

answered the great needs of the country in bringing about the 

reforms he · did . When the moral conditio¢ns are such as they 

are in Chile they warrant any form of religion that will war 
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against sin and bring men into the power of righteousness. 

Much of the field of Chile was not being cared for by the 

Catholics . 

The humble class and the Indians were especially neg

lected. Protestants began and have continued, their work 

among these people, offering them an education . and a new life 

in Christ . The Protestants have made a place for the Bible 

in South America , a book that baa been taboo by the Catholics 

in former years. It has been said by some outstanding writer 

that South Ameri can Cathol icism is ·the only religion without 

a Book. This is changing however, and the Protestants have 

brought about the change. The Evangelical movement has al.so 

endeavored to give Christ the predominance that the Virgin 

has had in the religious life of South America . In answer to 

a previous question that Protestanti_sm is not adapted to the 

Latin people, it can be said there is hardly a greater need 

of the Latins than for the type of character and Christianity 

that Protes tantism alone can produce. "The fact must be em

phasized that Protestantism is essentially a movement , a re

ligiou s attitude , rather than an institutional system or a 

collect i on of dogmos. 111 It offers a life that can be lived 

daily, and not an outward form that is put on as a cloak. 

There is nothing so needed in Chile than just this religious 

faith that through Jesus Christ any and every man can 

lJohn A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 262 
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approach and enjoy communion with God.1 

(6) The vast untouched fields of service makes one 

wonder why they have been neglected. Such fields as work

men's unions, industrial shops , street car employees and 

rural communities would no doubt, under aggressive evangelismt 

yield much fruft . 

Rural work has just begun with the Gospel bus by 

which tracts, testaments and Gospels are distributed along 

the way side. About 50% of the population of Chile live in 

small villages or out ot the way places beyond the reach of 

the Gospel . Almost all missionary activity is carried on in 

the three large cities of the coun t ry, and many of the miss

ionaries live in these cities as they are connected with some 

institution which demands this . 

Another field in which very little has been done is 

literary _work. A great deal more of the wealth in Christian 

literature of other countries should be translated and put 

in the hands of the people. All kinds of literature is 

flo\ ing into Chile ~. in a great f lood and · the Chileans are 

reading everything they can get hold of. There needs to be 

an abundance of rich spiritual food brought to the minds of 

these people through good literature to offset that which is 

being read. 

(7) The lack of reverence and spirituality is a 

lJohn A. Mackay, op. cit. p. 262 
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question that needs also to be faced. Protestants have been 

too prone to take tne extreme opposite attitude of the Cath

olic in their method of wo r ship and type of building, leav

ing their walls barren oU~ictures, having unclean 

floors, crude benches and often dingy rooms. Ther·e has been 

too much the attitude that one can worship anywhere, in any 

sort of building. These people must be educated to the fact 
tlt.t 
"the beauty of the building and an atmosphere of reverence 

lends greatly in a worship service. Senor Subercaseauz feels 

this need of proper surroundings very deeply and is building 

his little chapel with most care and beauty in order to meet 

this great need of the soul to be lifted up, aided by the 

surroundings and to dwell in the presence of the Divine . Sue ~ 

an attitude cannot be obtained in a room with barren walls 

and hard wood floors. The type of service too, influences 

greatly the atmosphere of reverence. The music, the attitude 

of the pastor, etc., are very essential factors. It must not 

be forgotten that even most of the Protestants have been 

trained from Catholic heritage to have an aesthetic apprecia

tion of harmony wrought through the eye and the ear, as they 

engage in mediation and worship . 

The real success of the evangelical work in Chile 

cannot be measured by the number of members on the church 

rolls. Its greatest work has been through contact with all 

phases of life. Its influence has been felt in the Govern

ment as was true in the days of Dr . Trumbull and has been 

true even today by a Protestant member of Congress, Senor 
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Arnechino, a member of the Pr esbyterian Church . All classes 

of people have felt the influence of Protestant work and it 

is mainly through their efforts t ha t religious liberty is 

grant ed to all in the country today . There is no doubt but 

that the Cat holic Church has become more active because of 

Protestant influence . Catholics themselves , admit this fact . 

Many liberal pries t s welcome the Protestant movement that 

their own house may "be kept in order . " 

In summary then , the greatest contribution Protestant 

ism can give to Chile is not a system but a personality . The 

greatest concern of evangelica~ worker s should be , not that 

Chile become Protestant , but that it should become Christian . 

Chile needs a livi ng Christ today , not a pale , dead Christ , 

hanging on the Cross, but He who has risen in all his power 

and glory . One who is able to transform lives and dwell in 

people ' s hearts , and live on . 

There are great hopes for the church of Chile . She 

is facing a crisis , but it is , a ccording t o the writer ' s min~ 

nothing more than a transi t i on peri od and the church is in the 

wake of a great dawn in which a new conquest will take place , 

not a material conquest , but a spiritual . 



CHAPTER VI 

Nl11W TRENDS 

To conclude this thesis it will be helpful to look 

into the future and point out a few possible , and some· very 

probable directions of work that may develop into turning 

points in this religious crisis . It is the writer's hope 

that a whole hearted and sincere adventure into some of these 

new fields may result in wide and fruitful opportunities of 

service . In stepping forth into these new avenues of acti

vity one can not be assured of the outcome , but a new adven

ture in any walk of life has to be made on faith. One ' s 

choice must be made on what seems to be the most feasible and 

most hopeful approach . The following , therefore , are the 

writer' s suggestions as to possible doors that might be open

ed. on, :some of these doors the latch has already clicked, 

but the doors have been opened but ajar . 

(1) The field of social service is wide open, and is 

one t hat has scarcely been touched . Its vastness perplexes 

one for there is so much to be done one hardly knows where 

to start . Such work includes any social activity that ser

ves as an aid in the betterment of conditions or the raising 

of standards of living. An inter~denominational cooperation 

·is:.needed here in order to do the greatest amount of work in 
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this unlimited field. At present unused opportunities are 

without number in Chile. The following may serve as examples 

of a few of these possibilities in which the Church should 

become active. ' In the hotels, for instance, there is but one 

home for university girls. A great deal could be done for 

the orphans, the blind, and other physically and mentally 

handicapped individuals. Especially is there a need for such 

hostels outside the capital in some of the cities of the pro

~inces. Club rooms and recreation centers under wise su~er

vision and reading rooms wnich provide good literature are 

all worthy of consideration. Play grounds with supervised 

activities; and community enterprises, which would develop 

loyal cooperative spirit and interest should be included in 

such a program. 

(2) Several mission schools have been closed in the 

last five years , some of them because of financial reasons , 

others because it has been felt that the standards and equip

ment of the government schools are now such that they can 

provide for the educational needs , and mission money can be 

put to bet t er use in other enterprises . The large mission 

schools , such as the Institute Ingles and Santiago College 

are practically self supporting , however , except for the 

salaries of the few foreign missionaries directing the work 

in each school . These large schools are lending a real 

unique service that merit their continuance . It does seem 

that some ·of the small mission schools that are being closed 

could well fill up the gap the government is not able to care 
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for in rural districts. If it is true that the Government 

Educational system is equally able to care for the education

al needs by their high standards and well prepared teachers, 

as are the mission schools, the mission might well lend its 

greatest service by establishing small schoo~ throughout 

the rural districts and endow these· school so that they could 

be carried on under national administration and government 

supervision. The great desire of the mission is that these 

deserving people should have an education, the means should 

he secondary . On the same endowment plan , technical and 

vocational schools might be opened similar to those of the 

cities which would also enable thousands of boys a nd girls· 

an opportunity of development and of finding a place of use

ful service in life. The great number of illiterates, for 

the most part are found in these rtn:al sections demand some

thing be done in the way of education, training and prepara• 

tion for good citizenship. 

(3) It seems almost imperative that the door which 

will provide for an abundance of g ood literature should be 

opened in the immediate future . The public is ready and 

eager for such literature and because it is not f orthcoming 

they are reading all sorts of ntrashy stuff" that is flooding 

the present market . All good, moral,uplifting and character 

building literature for · the use of the general public would 

help off set t his evil. Another type of literature is needed 

for the purpose of correctly informing .the public concerning 

the activities and motives of the Protestant Evangelical 
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movement within the country as well as throughout the world . 

The greatest need of all , to the writer ' s mind, is a type of 

literature that will better equip the humble class of people 

that make up t he membership of the Evangelical Church, for a 

higher type of Christian living. So much could be done in 

t his way through Bible study helps, text books for Religious 

Education classes, devotional readings, simple Bible story 

books for children, etc. Material , even for t he adults of 

this class of people, needs to be compiled with a great deal 

of care so that it will be simple and intelligible, for it 

must ~e remembered that for the most part they have had very 

little schooling. If the work of publication is too expen

sive the writer would suggest that the mission establish its 

own printing press, perhaps in connection with one of its 

schools where the students could be taught the tr_ade, do much 

of the work and receive credit for their work . 

(4)Another possible plan would be to organize an inter

denominational literary organ and do all publication work 

under a cooperative press. The outp~t no doubt, would be 

greatly multiplied above the present sum total production of 

all the individual church organizations. 

In spite of all the Government is doing in t he way of 

sanitation and medical care, the fact that the death rate of 

the country remains the highest in the world and also the 

fact that the deaths c.aused by tuberculosis are more numerous 

in Chile (see chart No.II) plainly indicate another door to 

be opened. It has been explained that the cause of such 
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astounding figures is no t bad climatic conditions but i.<mor-o 

ance and insanitary surroundings . The church can help over

c ome these evils by the distribution of literature on disease 

prevention and cures and the necessity of sanitary conditions 

and by health talks and health exhibits , A visiting nurse 

who can gain the confidence and respect of the people is in

calculable value in t his way by her instruc tion and council 

in the home . Ye t there is so little that is being done . The 

only dispensaries and baby clinics and maternity wards under 

mission supervision are found in the two largest cities . 

There is even a far greater need for such work, most any 

place outside of tnese c i ties . Something very definite 

should be done to help the government overc ome the tubercu

losis plague s o prev~Uant in the land . Sanitariums and tll

berculosis hospitals are badly needed . The re is not a miss 

ion hospital or missionary medical doctor on the field , in 

spite of t his fact tha t the figures show tha t it is one of 

the neediest countries along t his line , in the world . 

(5) There are many needs in the rural field , and 

any place outside of t he six or eight large cities can be 

called rural . Medical , educational and social service are 

all needed , and present an un- ending opportunity . Since 

the government has opened up new homestead land in various 

parts of the country and off ers all kinds of advantages and 

aid , it seems to pre~ent a door tha t will provide for many 

of the Pr .otestants a better means of a livelihood . One such 

Protestant colony has been forme d but they have failed 
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miserably because of a lack of knowledge along agricultural 

lines. l he writer wou ld suggest t ha t such coloni es be en

couraged, and at the same time that t he miss ion provide an 

expert agriculturalist wh o would spend his entire eff o~· ts 

visting, helping and i n s tructing these colonists. Such a 

man mi ght reach and help other colonies also, as well as 

those of the Protestants. Cor r espondence has been carr ied on 

between the Presbyterian and Methodist Mission Boards in an 

effort to put into action such a plan , but up to the present 

time nothing definite has been carried out . The re i s much 

t hat can be done t hr ough i nstruct i on and tra inin~ of the 

peasant pe ople by a gricultural school s . There are a few 

small agr icultural mi ss ion schools tha t could be far more 

outreaching, if carr ied on un er an interdenominational pro

gram. The . ietr1odist ·rarm. in .:.· a gol i.-J will ing and eager to 

cooperate in this way and the Presby terians will no doubt 

Join ·cnem 1n tne near future. 

(6) Earlier in the thesis mention was made of the 

fact that the Protestant members live under very humble cir

cum~tances, and upon learning of better home conditions and 

better foods they try to live upon a little higher level. 

Their expenses naturally increase a nd li t tle is left from 

their meager wages with which to contribute to the church. 

It seems t ha t an investi gation of indus try and factory work

ing conditions should . be made, with an endeavor to bring 

a b ou t bet ter conditions and a more decent working wage. Far 

better relation should be found between the employer and the 
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e ployee . great deal of injustice and unfair practice 

goes on between these two groups . 1 orkmen are held down, 

no attempt is made to permit their advancement , or develop

ment . type of industry that would allow for the improve

ment of indigenous labor vould be a great blessing to the 

laboring class and to the country at large. uch can be 

done in the development of an attitude of respect for the 

laboring class, to offset the predominate idea that work is 

a disgrace. This , perhaps , should be the first point of con

tact in this field. The workman should be thought of as a 

man that is earning an honest and decent living and not as a 

soci a l outcast merely because he is doing manual labor. 

(7) One of the most difficult problems the Evangeli

cal church is facing today is that of meeting the cultured 

intellectual class on a common ground . The class distinction 

in Chile is still so marked that cultured and non-cultured 

classes do not mingle socially, religiously nor in any other 

way . The Protestant church has carried on its work among the 

humble people and is handicapped by this stamp pla ced upon 

them by the cultured class. The . intellectual class cannot be 

invited into the churches of the peasant class, yet there is 

great evidence that many of them are interested in Protestant 

teachings. There is no church organization into which these 

people can be invited. It is believed that much can be ac

complished among these people if this problem of segregation 

were solved . In order that closer contacts might be made 

with the intellectual class of people , the writer would 
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suggest that s ome att'emp t should be made to gather t hem to 

gether in group meet ings and "forums" . Religious atters 

need not be t he only topics for d i s cussion, but civic , social, 

cultural and other similar subjec ts might create interests 

and hold the groups together . The churches might well co

operate with the Y. M. C. ~ . and Y. w.c •• that more worth 

while speakers be brought to these forums a nd that these 

mee tings might be held at stipulated intervals and develop 

' into organized groups , with a varied program of activities . 

(8) Some of t he possible ac.complmshments in the evan

gelistic field have been partially explained in the fore going 

chapter , but the writer would elaborate a bit more on his 

dr eams f or this department of work . J ot only should t he 

different denominations organize in a cooperative way to 

evangelize the entire field , but a bi g program should be 

mapped out which would look into the future ten years or more . 

So mu ch has been lost by forming new plans every year or so . 

To carry out such an extens ive .program no t only a supervisor , 

but also a "super-adviser" would be needed . One that woul d 

be a specialist , an expert in organization and administration 

in this field . Groups of men and v- omen that have wide exper

ience in evangelistic work should form the conunittees to 

carry out the various activities . Bu t most i mp ortant of all , 

t his ten year progr am should be built with the hope and aim 

of turning the field over to the national workers at the end 

of that time . With that end in view the national s should be 

trained and prepared to meet this approaching day . It is 
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al so to be hoped that such close harmony between denomina

tions can be brought about by such an enterprise tha t by the 

time the ten years have passed these workers will all be 

eager to combine their forces in an organic way and form a 

United Church of Christ in Chile along similar lines as has 

been done in many other foreign lands. Nothing short of this 

should be the goal • .And if the writer has the opportunity, 

upon his return to Chile , of taking active part in the at

tainment of such a goal he will consider it a privilege and 

will feel highly honored in the fulfillment of this ideal 

as one who has been a participator and perhaps a contributor. 

Thes e are the most urgent needs and most promising 

possibilities at the present time. It is probable that the 

church will launch out into several of these fields in the 

very near future. All that is being done at present in these 

new opportunities is in the form of experiment. There is 

1

' little doubt but that these experiments are proving success

ful. There remains but the setting up of an organization 

to carry out the plans. On the other hand some of the sugges

tions herein may never be attempted , fort ey are the opin

ions and conclusions of but one individual. Some or all of 

these possibilities may either succeed or fail but each prom

ises the advantage of expansion and development and give one 

much hope and expectation for the future of the church of 

Chile . 
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