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Message from the Dean
As we enter 2020, it is a great time to look back on all that was accomplished in 2019.  Our collections 
continued to grow in all areas and formats.  Important additions were made to the science reference, history, 
art, and business collections.  Our digital collections continued to grow, providing 24-hour access to these 
valuable resources not only to local students but to our growing number of online only students.  Special 
Collections received several important additions including a major collection of meteorological materials, a 
large collection of albums containing  beautiful calligraphy, and a specimen of papyrus dating back to 300 BC/
BCE, making it the oldest item in the collections.  The visibility of Wichita State University produced research 
was enhanced through SOAR, the institutional repository, which saw virtual visits rise by 83% and downloads 
rise by 47%. 
 
As partners in education, our librarians collaborated with faculty from all academic colleges.  The number of 
courses with embedded librarians saw a 27% increase while the number of in-depth one-on-one consultations 
between librarian and student increased by an impressive 700%.  Librarians also supported the University’s 
applied learning goal through the development of several collaborative projects with academic departments 
including one that produced a database documenting the history of campus buildings.  This database will 
be a valuable resource for the University especially for the upcoming celebration of the University’s 125th 
anniversary in 2020.
 
During 2019, the University Libraries received an exciting opportunity to participate in the campus-wide 
Shock the Future referendum, a student-fee initiative developed to address needed improvements to campus 
infrastructure.  As part of the referendum, the University Libraries worked with students, faculty, and campus 
partners to develop a major enhancement plan for Ablah Library designed to address and better serve the 
modern needs of students and faculty.  Funding for these improvements was contingent on students passing 
the referendum. Although the referendum failed by a close vote, the University determined to proceed 
with one of the library projects, the expansion of the E.K. and Kathlien Edmiston 24-Hour Study Room.  
Library endowment funds combined with University funds and expertise enabled this project to go forward. 
Construction of the expansion began at the end of 2019 with completion expected in early 2020.  Entering 
2020, plans are to seek additional funding from the University and donors for the other important library 
upgrades identified through the referendum process so that students can be provided advanced library 
facilities and services.
 
As you read this year’s progress report, you will see many significant advances made during the year.  Much 
of this growth would not have been possible without the support received from our generous partners and 
donors.  The impact your generosity has on the ability of University Libraries to provide WSU students 
and faculty with the collections, services and facilities they deserve and need for their success cannot be 
overstated.  I invite you to drop by and see all of the progress we have made.  It would be my honor to share 
with you the tremendous impact you have made.
 
I hope you enjoy this year’s progress report. 

Kathy A. Downes
Dean of University Libraries
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The creation of endowments, major gifts, and individual monetary donations supports the advancement of 
University Libraries programs in many important ways that have immediate and direct impact for WSU students 
and faculty, as well as the Wichita community. During this past year, donations and funds from endowments 
were used to subscribe to several significant scholarly research sources, purchase new books and media for 
the collections, and enhance research and study environments for our students and faculty.  All donations are 
appreciated and valued!  University Libraries would especially like to recognize those who provided major gifts 
received during the year, those who preserve the legacy of the WSU Libraries through their establishment of 
endowments, and those who have contributed at the individual level.

21st Century Campaign 
Frank and Harvey Ablah Families Fund 
Frank and Harvey Ablah Families Fund - Special 
    Collections   
Harry B. Adams Endowed Libraries Fund 
Jackson P. Adams Endowed Book Fund
J. Robert and Marijean Berg Graduate   
 Assistantship 
Simone M. Baldwin Library Endowed Fund 
Paul J. Becker Patent Library Endowed Fund 
Walter H. and Olive Ann Beech Collection    
 Endowed Fund 
Harold and Mary Brammer Endowed Fund 
Dorothy and Bill Cohen Fund for University   
 Libraries
Owen L. Cope and Sarah Amsden Memorial   
 Fund 

Corbin Family Library Fund 
Henry Drummond, Margaret Drummond and  
 Charles Drummond Memorial Fund 
Sam Edelman Endowed Library Fund 
J. Eric Engstrom Endowed Library Book Fund 
J. Eric Engstrom Endowed Staff Support Fund for 
 University Libraries 
Deanna Foshee Library Fund 
Charles Grafly Preservation and Archives Fund
Drs. James Harris and Patricia Wyatt-Harris   
 Library Fund 
Hyde Family Fund 
M. Alice Isely Memorial Book Fund 
Geri and Fran Jabara Endowed Library Fund
Library Associates 
Library Endowed Fund
Paul and Rebecca Longsworth Library Fund 

J. Eric Engstrom 
Sharon H. Iorio

Edward H. Phillips
Phyllis J. Polk

Judith Barzilay
Betty J. Chang
Dan E. Close
David D. Cox
William A. Cox
J. Eric Engstrom

Hatman Jack’s
Sharon H. Iorio
William L. Knight
Brian K. McLeod
Angela S. Paul
John D. Peterson

Edward H. Phillips
Phyllis J. Polk
Mickey Sheaks
Hugo M. Soljancic
Xiao-Ming Sun

Donations

Major Gifts

Individuals and Corporations

Ongoing Endowments

College of Engineering - Dean’s Office 
Department of Anthropology 
Department of Electrical Engineering and   
 Computer Science
National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR)

Office of Online Learning
School of Accountancy 
W. Frank Barton School of Business - Dean’s   
 Office

Campus Partners



5

Charlotte and Ken Lunt Distinguished     
     Assistantship in University Libraries 
Lloyd McKinley Endowed Memorial Library   
 Fund 
Brian McLeod Library Fund
Dr. James C. Mershon Special Collections    
 Endowed Fund 
George W. and Mary C. Miller Memorial Library   
 Fund 
Leo and Maud Morgan Memorial Book Fund 
John and Kay Morse University Libraries Fund
Harrie S. Mueller Fund 
New Academic Program Initiatives Library 
     Endowment 

Marge and Bob Page Library Fund 
Lee and Carolyn Riley Endowment 
Lee R. and Carolyn Riley Distinguished Graduate   
      Assistantship in University Libraries 
Rossdutcher Library Fund 
Seamans Memorial Library Fund 
Paul & Ruth Tasch Endowed Special Collections Fund 
Marian E. and Robert A. Teall Endowed Library Fund 
Dr. Edward N. Tihen Endowed Memorial Fund 
Wayne Hung Wong & Kim Suey Yee Wong 
     Endowed Library Fund 
Catherine Conklin Yingling Endowed Library Fund

Charithra Manickavelu, Berg Graduate Assistantship, was 
recognized for her excellent work in the digitization and 
publication of the University Support Staff Senate Archive 
in SOAR including the creation of metadata, processing 
and preparation of digital files, and uploading the files and 
related metadata in the digital publication system.

Josil Maniangat, Riley Distinguished Graduate 
Assistantship, was selected for his vast knowledge 
of Windows and Android based systems, his 
contributions to creation of the One Button Studio 
and Portable Recording Studio project, and his 
dedication to his work and the Projects Team.

Luqman Syed, Riley Distinguished Graduate 
Assistantship, was selected for his ability to work 
with SQL/MYSQL databases that helped him create 
and manage the library equipment inventory system. 
He managed the Linux server that hosts several 
Library programs. He provided his expertise in the 
installation of the One Button Studio and created the 
VR service. 

Mithila Mohan, Lunt Distinguished 
Assistantship, was instrumental in a variety 
of digital projects supporting SOAR, the 
University Libraries' institutional repository. 
In addition, her expertise in computer science 
helped Technical Services implement several 
digital preservation tools and train staff on 
their usage. 

Muzimmil Zeeshan, Riley Distinguished 
Graduate Assistantship awardee in the 
Access Service Area, was dedicated to his job 
and his work ethic was exemplary. He had 
great knowledge of library policy and was 
comfortable explaining policies to patrons. 
He was willing to take on more complicated 
projects, and he was a magnificent self-starter. 

The creation of endowments, major gifts, and individual monetary donations also supplement resources for 
the employment of graduate assistants in University Libraries.  We benefit from the high quality work graduate 
assistants provide while these graduate assistants benefit from unique applied learning experiences that also 
provide them financial support.  Pictured below are the FY2019 awardees.
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By the Numbers
Collections
2,148,753 Direct searches of University Libraries scholarly 
databases

39,274,333 Discovery layer searches of scholarly databases

357,725 Full text downloads of e-journal articles

75,731 Full text downloads of e-book titles and sections

2,836,175 Visits to SOAR, the University's Institutional   
 Repository, with 1,659,488 Title downloads

15,951 Items added to CONTENTdm bringing total items to  
 89,427 in 186 collections

Services
315,136 Users in main and branch libraries

105,039 Log-ins to public workstations in 
Ablah Library and branch libraries

62,167 physical items circulated both 
externally and internally

20,486 group study room hours booked, 
including individual, group, and 
Supplemental Instruction reservations

230 digital reproductions and 2,643 
photocopies from collections in University 
Libraries Special Collections 
 
64,656 Digital images/reproductions 
captured by patrons’ devices, as permitted 

by Library staff and faculty in University                     
Libraries Special Collections 

39,274,333 
Discovery layer searches of University 

Libraries scholarly databases

64,656 
Special Collections digital 

images/reproductions captured 
by patrons’ devices
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Interlibrary loan:
 7,566 Digital and print items borrowed from other 

libraries

 7,562 Digital and print items lent to other libraries

32,222 questions answered from all service points via 
in-person, Text-A-Librarian, on-line chat, email, and 
phone

Information Literacy
360 Library Instruction Program sessions and workshops 
taught to 8,383 students

448 in-depth research consultations provided

171 One-on-one patent search consultations

85 Courses supported through embedded librarian service  
 in Blackboard reaching 1,722 students

32,222 
Questions answered  

315,136 
Users in main and branch 

libraries
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Information and Digital Literacy

WSU Libraries Faculty provide a dynamic learning environment for students both on campus and through 
online learning. They collaborate with university faculty in their subject areas to create research assignments and 
instruction sessions that effectively teach students to find and use information. The information, visual, media, 
and digital literacy concepts at the center of the Library Instruction Program provide students with the skills 
they need to become successful critical thinkers, effective communicators, and productive citizens. In addition 
to hands-on course-related instruction, faculty librarians are also committed to supporting the online learning 
initiatives on campus. We perform regular assessment to ensure the effectiveness of our library instruction 
sessions and design curriculum maps for subject-specific lectures. This year, University Libraries provided 360 
Library Instruction Program sessions and workshops to 8,383 students, and librarians were embedded in 85 
courses throughout the year.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP RESEARCH SERIES 
SPRING 2019

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

All workshops are held in Ablah Library, RM 217, unless otherwise noted. 
 Students, faculty, staff, and community are welcome. 

RSVP for these and other workshops at http://libraries.wichita.edu/ERS 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Intellectual Property Basics

Patent Basics for New Inventors

Graphic Design Tools for Your Small Business

Trademark Basics: Protect Your Business Name

Planning for Success: Finding Facts to Support Your Business Plan

5:30–7 pm Tuesday, February 12 

5:30–7 pm Tuesday, February 19

Copyright Concepts for Entrepreneurs
5:30–7 pm Tuesday, March 5 

5:30–7 pm Tuesday, March 19 

5:30–7 pm Tuesday, March 26 

5:30–7 pm Tuesday, April 2 

Patent Basics for New Inventors

Marketing Your Small Business with Intellectual Property in Mind 

5:30–7 pm Tuesday, April 23 
Ablah Library, Lower Level

5:30–7 pm Tuesday, April 16

Guest speaker Lisa Roberts, KSBDC 

Savvy Researcher 
Workshops

These workshops help with basic research methods and library skills. 
All Spring 2019 workshops are held in 217 Ablah Library. 

Open to all WSU students, faculty, and staff.

Wichita State University Libraries

For descriptions and to RSVP, go to  
http://libraries.wichita.edu/savvyresearcher

A Call for Papers! How Do I Publish or Present at Conferences? 

Visuals: How Do I Create Effective Research Posters?

I've Heard of Endnote: How Do I Get Started? 

Research: How Do I Write a Literature Review? 

A Call for Papers! How Do I Publish or Present at Conferences? 

Advanced Searching: How Do I Go Beyond Basic Search?

Citations: How Do I Write Papers in APA Style? 

4:00–5:00 pm Wednesday, February 6

12:00–1:00 pm Friday, February 8 

4:00–5:00 pm Wednesday, February 13 

Research: How Do I Write a Literature Review? 
4:00–5:00 pm Wednesday, March 6 

12:00–1:00 pm Friday, February 15 

4:00–5:00 pm Wednesday, February 20

12:00–1:00 pm Friday, February 22 

4:00–5:00 pm Wednesday, February 27 

February

Dear Diary: How Can I Find Diaries, Journals, and Letters?
12:00–1:00 pm Friday, March 1 

March

More Endnote: What Else Can I Do With It? 
12:00–1:00 pm Friday, March 8 

FREE WORKSHOPS - The opportunity to learn skills was open to all. 

Each semester, multiple workshop series take place within Ablah Library 
covering a wide variety of subjects taught by our librarians and talented graduate 
assistants. Workshops were not just limited to WSU students, but continued the 
tradition of being free and open to the public. 

University Libraries workshops series included: 
 
– Entrepreneurship Research Series: Anyone with an entrepreneurial spirit 
benefited from the this series focusing on how to grow and protect a business. 
As part of its mission as a Patent and Trademark Research Center, the University 
Libraries also taught important skills for new inventors, start-ups and small 
businesses. 

– Savvy Researcher: How to gather information on a subject and use library 
resources was the focus of the Savvy Researcher Workshops. In addition to 
teaching helpful research skills, the workshop series also featured tours of Ablah 
Library and hidden treasures of the Special Collections and University Archives.
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Gurtaj Singh, Graduate Assistant, presenting on 
“Advantages of NoSQL”

 
 
 
Weekly Tech Workshops: University Libraries' graduate assistants were in the spotlight for a pair of weekly 
workshops: the Monday Technology Workshops and Tech Tuesdays. They led the events by researching 
and teaching the newest trends in the tech world. Every Monday featured presentations from the graduate 
assistants on cutting edge technology. Tech Tuesday followed up with hands-on learning about what the 
University Libraries offers in C-Space – from virtual reality to 3D printing. 

Digital Literacy Opportunities

Umer Ahmed, Graduate Assistant, presenting on “Virtual 
Reality”

Shruti Ganji, Graduate Assistant, presenting on “3D Pens”
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Student Engagement

Second Annual Halloween ComicFest
The Second Annual Halloween ComicFest took place in October.  This event celebrated Halloween and comics while 
providing over 140 students, faculty, and visitors the opportunity to learn about the academic importance of comics, 
graphic novels, and other forms of graphic media.  The event included breakout sessions with guest speakers, free 
comic books, demonstrations of 3D printing, green screen techniques, Virtual Reality equipment, a Kid Zone with 
crafts, games, prizes, and the costume contest. 

Costume contest winners with contest judges Free comic books!

WelcomeFest 

University Libraries participated in the Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 SAC Welcomefest 
held at the beginning of each semester.  In the Fall, students were challenged to 
complete puzzles and beat other teams’ times in the University Libraries’ Escape 
Room.  Teams of 2-6 people took part in cracking codes within a 20 minute time 
limit to break into a locked box.  Winning teams were able to add their name to a 
competitive leader-board.  During the spring semester, students were invited to take 
part in a scavenger hunt at Ablah Library.  This hunt involved finding clues located 
in library resources on-line and at customer service areas in Ablah Library.  Students 
completing the hunt were eligible for a prize drawing.  

A Book Discussion with Dr. Rannfrid Thelle: 
Discovering Babylon
On October 1, 2018, University Libraries hosted a book talk with Dr. 
Rannfrid Thelle, assistant professor of religion in the Department 
of Women’s Studies and Religion. This talk took participants on a 
journey of discovery through the sources of the many concepts about 
Babylon, including Biblical and ancient texts, Medieval European art, 
and ruins that archaeologists uncovered a century ago.
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First Place Winner - Katie Lanning for “Gullivers Travels”

Edible Books Festival 
Are you a fan of the Great British Baking Show or Nailed It? The worlds of books and food collided in creative 
and delicious ways! In April 2019, University Libraries hosted our 1st Annual Edible Books Festival.  Participants 
were invited to create an edible work of art inspired by a favorite book or author and were encouraged to let their 
imagination run free! Entries were made from anything edible (cake, bread, crackers, gelatin, fruit, vegetables, 
candy, etc.).  More than 140 students, faculty, staff, student organizations, departments, community members alike 
participated by voting for their favorite entry in this fun event!

Online Voting Winner - McConnell AFB DACF Team for “The 
Wright Brothers”

Finals Frenzy 
The University Libraries took part in the campus wide Finals Frenzy 
by offering “De-Stress @ Your Library!” Stressed out students were 
invited to take part in a wide variety of activities, in order to get 
their minds off of their upcoming tests.  Activities included: Play-
doh, origami, coloring books, Sudoku, crosswords, and jigsaw 
puzzles.  This week long event also included a morning offering of 
coffee and donuts on the first day of finals.  

On May 2, 2019, University Libraries hosted a reception 
celebrating the winners from the Undergraduate Research and 
Creative Activity Forum (URCAF) and Graduate Research and 
Scholarly Projects (GRASP) Symposium.  Both events provided 
WSU students the opportunity to showcase their research and 
scholarly projects being conducted at WSU.  Winning posters 
were displayed in Ablah Library for a week after the opening 
reception. 
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Special Collections and University Archives

From Kansas women on the big screen to the history of the WSU campus, Special Collections 
took a hands-on approach with multiple projects in 2019.
 
Partnering with the Department of Anthropology, Special Collections spearheaded an applied learning project 
featuring a student-created exhibit “Script and Screen: Three Women and Their Contributions to the Film 
Industry.” Kathleen Hite, Margarita Fischer and Louise Brooks were the focus of the Project.   The final project 
was exhibited in the large display case outside of Special Collections in Ablah Library (pictured below). Curator 
and university archivist, Jessica Mirasol, was involved with both the student and professor throughout the 
project’s creation.

 
Coordination with history professor, Dr. Jay Price, 
yielded another applied learning project.  In the 
fall, Special Collections partnered with Price, 
seven graduate students, and the WSU Society of 
Public Historians to create an online history of 
Wichita State’s Fiske Hall as part of the building's 
rededication celebration.  

 
In the Spring semester, Special Collections created additional websites for an expanded campus building project 
- this time for Price’s History of Wichita class. The project included research on multiple campus facilities with 
each student assigned to cover the history of a specific building. Students then added their findings to the 
building's site. Nine webpages were published by Special Collections as a result, with each containing historical 
photographs, dates of building construction and dedications, and renovations on places such as Charles Koch 
Arena, Neff Hall, and the campus student center.  These final projects were graded as part of the course.  Special 
Collections participated in the project’s design, research, and final grading. The research will be added along with 
metadata to a final published digital collection of historical campus buildings. 
 

 

Architectural rendering of Fiske Hall, ca. 1904 Campus Activities Center, now known as the Rhatigan 
Student Center, ca. 1973
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Escape Room
 
In February 2019, students were invited to join the 
University Libraries in an escape room held in Special 
Collections titled “Making Mary’s Monster: A University 
Libraries and Women in Horror Month Escape Room.”  
Up to 8 participants were allowed to book this event at a 
time.  Students entered the story of Mary Shelley, Percy 
Bysshe Shelly, Lord Byron, and Dr. John Polidori as they 
challenged each other to a writing contest to determine who 
could write the best ghost story.  When Mary is struck with 
writers’ block while writing her masterpiece, Frankenstein, 

students are challenged to solve puzzles to help her finish her story—in order to escape. 

In addition to the applied learning projects, Special Collections and University Archives provided 
instructional sessions to 12 classes reaching 130 WSU students. Sessions included a basic definition of primary 
resources, a behind-the-scenes look at Special Collections, instruction about the general workflow and function 
of Special Collections, and a few highlights 
from the different collecting areas. The curator 
worked with instructors to select materials and 
topics appropriate to the class subject matter and 
individual student projects. Each class received 
tailored selections and instruction based on 
their needs.  For example, some classes focused 
on instruction related to developing policies 
and procedures in an archive. Other classes 
featured extensive examples from the collections 
and instruction regarding historic bookmaking 
processes, elements of degradation, and 
preservation techniques. 

Beautiful and precise, the ancient art of calligraphy is the feature of one of Special Collections' 
newest collections.

On every envelope or piece of stationery is a unique style of calligraphy 
originating from all over the globe and neatly packaged into albums from the 
Jane Van Milligen collection. Van Milligen was the founder of the Wichita 
Center for the Calligraphic Arts, and all of the items donated in 2019 were 
addressed to her organization. 

Not only does the collection feature numerous styles of calligraphy, but it also 
includes detailed artwork ranging from old-fashioned to modern. Items in 
the collection were created in the 1970s and 80s.  The collection gives insight 
to both the center and the late Mrs. Van Milligen, who lived with her husband 
in a historic home known as Fairmount Cottage. Fairmount Cottage is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places.

Collection Enhancements
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One donation broke a Special Collections' record in 2019.

The family of local bookmaker/printer/artist/
photographer/ and collector, James Yarnell donated a 
number of historical artifacts in March, some of which 
instantly became the oldest specimens to be housed in 
Special Collections.  

Pieces of papyrus dating as far back as 300 BC/BCE 
were among Yarnell’s collection. Still visible are the 
writings of several ancient cultures from the ancient 
world. 
Not only is the collection historically significant, but 
it is now one of Special Collections' most significant 
teaching tools. Most people do not get the opportunity 
to see papyrus in person, said Jessica Mirasol, Special 

Collections Curator and University Archivist. When classes come in looking for interesting items, Yarnell’s 
collection is a must-see. Documentation on papyrus gives students a 
different perspective, she added, noting everything had to be hand-
made during that time period, only certain people could read and 
write, and there were a limited number of copies, if any at all. 

The collection also features illuminated manuscripts with beautiful 
artwork, along with miniature books crafted by Yarnell – another 
learning tool. The miniature books can be passed around by students 
allowing for an up-close view of Yarnell’s handiwork. Whenever a class 
comes in to Special Collections, at least one item gets pulled from 
Yarnell’s collection, Mirasol said.

 
War history buffs will be enamored by a collection from a 
veteran of both World Wars.

Special Collections now houses a number of photo albums filled with 
original images taken by Gardner W. Carr who served in the United States 
Army during World War I and World War II. Carr's photographs show 
his time in France, Belgium and Germany during the First World War, 
as well as maps marking movements during Allied campaigns.  Special 
Collections personnel noted how well labeled the photos are, making 
identification easy and allowing researchers to accurately place them in a 
broader historical context. 

Carr lived in Wichita following World War I and worked at Stearman 
Aircraft. He and his wife traveled extensively, and his collection also 
features photos from their adventures.   

Carr’s collection is set to be digitized and added to the current University 
Libraries online collections of World War I and World War II.
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WSU Libraries Shocker Open Access Repository (SOAR) provides the WSU 
community digital publishing and digital archiving services focused on the increasing the visibility of university 
research and publications. In FY2019, SOAR added 898 items bringing the overall total to 10,814 unique titles 
residing in collections authored by the university’s faculty, students, departments, colleges, and other units. During 
the year, researchers from around the world downloaded 1,659,488 works of WSU authors with 2,836,175 visits to 
the SOAR website. 

Major FY2019 additions to the Repository include:
• Office of Special Programs’ National Trio Day Magazine, 

2005-2019
• Office of Registrar’s Fairmount College, University of 

Wichita, and Wichita State University’s Commencement 
Programs, 1899-2019

• University Support Staff Senate Archive, 1985-2016

SOAR continued its collaboration with Special Collections and 
University Archives, digitizing all manuscripts of theses and 
dissertation defended at WSU from 1929 till 2005. Since 2006, the 
Graduate School has required electronic submissions of theses and 
dissertations to SOAR. 

 
Electronic Publishing Hosting Service 

The Libraries’ on-line journals publishing service (OJS) continued 
providing access to locally published journals including the Fairmount 
Folio: Journal of History, published by the Gamma Rho Chapter of Phi 
Alpha Theta and the WSU Department of History and Kansas English, 
the peer-reviewed journal of the Kansas Association of Teachers of 
English (KATE). This year, 2019, marked the 100th volume of the 
Kansas English journal.

To view SOAR visit: https://soar.wichita.edu    

To view OJS visit: https://journals.wichita.edu/ 
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eBook Packages 
University Libraries provides access to over 763,000 ebook titles to students, faculty, and staff members through 
our website.  They cover many disciplines including business, education, engineering, health sciences, information 
technology, humanities, sciences, and social sciences. Ebooks are full-text and can be read on-line through a web 
browser with most being downloadable to mobile devices such as iPads, Android devices, and Kindle Fires providing 
24/7 access to quality materials to WSU researchers on campus 
and off!   
 
With the support of our donors we were able to add new titles 
to the following ebook collections: 

Gale Virtual Reference Library - Broad range of disciplines with 
emphasis on business, health, and history.

IEEE-Wiley eBooks Library - Engineering handbooks, 
introductory and advanced texts, reference works, and 
professional books. 

MIT Press eBooks Library – Computing and engineering 
collection focusing on scientific and technological innovations.

Additional Digital Collections

American Indian Newspapers - From historic pressings 
to contemporary periodicals, explore nearly 200 years of 
Indigenous print journalism from the U.S. and Canada. 
 
Literary Print Culture: The Stationer’s Company 
Archives allows researchers to examine extremely rare 
documents dating from 1554 to the 21st century.

Theatre and Drama Premium provides theatre and 
drama researchers access to a wide variety of dramatic 
arts materials in various formats including text, video, 
audio, and archival.

Gifts to the University Libraries by donors and our campus partners have a direct 
and immediate impact for all WSU students, regardless of major, and WSU faculty as well as 
the Wichita Community.  This generosity enables us to add significant collections to University 
Libraries and provides WSU researchers authoritative resources required of all levels of 
academic researchers.  We appreciate your continued support!

Collection Enhancements
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Databases 
University Libraries databases provide WSU students, faculty 
members, and other library patrons access to authoritative, 
scholarly research materials including ebooks, peer reviewed 
journal articles, audio and video collections, newspapers, and 
more!

New and expanded database collections purchased with the 
support of our donors: 
 
•    Dance Online: Dance Studies Collection - Historical context of  
  20th and 21st century dance
•    EEBO: Early English Books Online - Text Creation Project Collections 1 and 2 
•    Engineering Case Studies Online - Key engineering failures and case studies 
•    HeinOnline Government, Politics and Law - State and federal case law, law journals, and on-line government  
  documents 
•    IBISWorld State Papers Collection - Industry market research and industry risk ratings
•    Mintel Academic - Full text market research reports for U.S., U.K., and other countries
•    SAGE Premier 2019 and Deep Backfile 2019 - Broad, interdisciplinary collection
•    Scopus - Scientific journals, books, and conference proceedings
•    Statista - Statistics portal providing market and consumer data 

Campus Partners  

With the support of campus partners, University Libraries was able to provide access or renew the following electronic 
resources important to the coursework and research for students and faculty members in the individual departments 
curriculum.   

•    ASTM Standards and Engineering Digital Library – in partnership with NIAR - Industry-leading standards and  
 technical engineering information
•    Compustat (Standard and Poor’s) – in partnership with the W. Frank Barton School of Business - Dean’s Office-  
 Financial, statistical, and market information on active and inactive companies worldwide  
•    GuideStar – in partnership with the School of Accountancy - Information on IRS registered nonprofit   
 organizations 
•    Upgrade to IEEE Digital Library (IEL) – in partnership with the College of Engineering - Access to IEEE core  
 collection of engineering, electronics, and computer science periodicals

In partnership with the Office of Online Learning (unless 
otherwise noted)
 
•    AVON: Academic Video Online – in partnership with 
the Office of Online Learning and the Department of 
Anthropology  
•    Films on Demand Kanopy (Media Education 
Foundation)
•    Swank Digital Campus 

Collection Enhancements
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Articles 

Kuhlmann, M., Walker, L. (2019). “Superheroes in the stacks: Planning a ComicFest at your academic   
 library”. Journal of Library Administration, 59(3). 
Walker, L. (2018). Women in Horror Month stalks the academic library: Highlighting genre    
 and popular culture collections. Technical Services Quarterly, 35(3), 246-256. doi: https://doi.  
 org/10.1080/07317131.2018.1456843 
Williams, G. (2019). Mentoring Mid-career: Reflections on Fostering a Culture of Mentorship    
 for Experienced Librarians. Journal of Academic Librarianship, 45(2), 171-173. doi: 10.1016/j.  
 acalib.2018.11.003 

Conference Presentations and Poster Sessions 

Besara, R., Demeter, M., Kouns, H., & Williams, G. (2019, April). A Leader in a Strange Land: Adjusting   
 to Life as an Administrator in a New Institution. Panel presentation at the Association of College   
 and Research Libraries Conference, Cleveland, OH. 
Bowen, A., Filbert, N. W. (2018, August).  Know your library: The art of faculty-librarian partnerships.   
 Presentation at the Wichita State University Academic Resources Conference, Wichita, KS. 
Butts, S., Kuhlmann, M. (2018, October 12). Reaching Campus and Community with Entrepreneurship   
 Research Workshops. Presented at the 6th Annual Entrepreneurial Librarian Conference, Winston- 
 Salem, NC. 
Filbert, N.  (2019, February).  The infiltration of information literacy in the life sciences.  Presentation at the  
 American Association for the Advancement of Science Annual Meeting, Washington, DC. 
Paul, A. (2018, November 2). Online badge classes for high school students [Conference Proceedings]. In  
 F. Baudino, C. Johnson, N. Young, & B. Weese (Eds.), Brick & Click: An academic library    
 conference. (pp. 73-84). Maryville, Missouri: Northwest Missouri State University. 
Willis, S. K. (2018, November 10). Vendor VPAT analysis and policies for accessibility. Presented at the   
 Library and Information Technology Association, Minneapolis, MN. 
  
Book Reviews 

Walker, L. (2018). White paper review: Cohen, D., Denbo, S., Fitzpatrick, K., Furlough, M., Grossman, J.,   
 Henry, C., Henry, G., Kieft, R.H., Marcum, D., Ruttenberg, J., Shore, E., Stuaffer, A.M., Waraksa,   
 E.A., and Wheatley, S. Concerted thought, collaborative action, and the future of the print record.  
 White paper on Humanities Commons (MLA), 2017. Collection Management, 43(1), 85-86.
Walker, L. (2018). Book review: Thomas, D., Fowler, S., and Johnson, V. The Silence of the Archive.    
 London: Facet Publishing. 2017 College and Research Libraries, 79(2), 298-300. https://crl.   
 acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/16923/18598 
Williams, G. (2019). Review of Bloomsbury Popular Music. ccAdvisor. 
Williams, G. (2019). Review of Bloomsbury Popular Music. Charleston Advisor, 20(3), p. 18-21. i:10.5260/  
  chara.20.3.18 (reprint of ccAdvisor)

Faculty Scholarship
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University Committees:

• 3MT Review Board
• Academic Forum
• Academic Operations Council
• Accessibility Committee 
• Faculty Senate 

• Budget and Planning Committee 
• Faculty Affairs Committee 
• Faculty Support Committee
• General Education Committee
• General Education Revision Committee 
• Library Committee 
• Rules Committee 
• Tenure & Promotion Committee 
• Workload Taskforce

• Graduate Research and Scholarly Project 
(GRASP) Symposium and Advisory Board

• Honors College Faculty Council
• Interdisciplinary Program Award Committee 
• Presidential Budgetary Advisory Committee 
• Retention Council 
• Scholarship and Student Aid Committee
• Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Activities Forum (URCAF) Committee and 
Judges

• University Admissions and Exceptions 
Committee 

• University Assessment Committee
• University Research Council
• University Strategic Planning Management 

Committee 
• USS Senate
• WSU Grievance Pool
• WSU Student of the Year scholarship 

competition judge 

Professional Service Opportunities: 

• Association of College and Research Libraries 
(ACRL)

• Health Sciences Interest Group
• Science & Technology Section Assessment 

Committee
• Science & Technology Section Information 

Literacy Committee
• Women and Gender Studies Collections 

Committee
• American Archivist “Partnering Preservation 

with Sustainability”
• American Library Association (ALA) Annual 

Conference
• Poster session reviewer 
• Comics and Graphic Novels Round Table 

Planning Committee (GNCRT)
• Library Instruction Roundtable, Awards 

Committee and Top 20 Committee
• Library and Information Technology 

Association (LITA) Membership Development 
Committee

• Library Leadership and Management 
Association 

• Library Assessment Community of Practice 
– Services Committee 

• Library Organization and Management 
Community of Practice – Practical and 
Applied Management Committee 

• Upper Midwest Digital Collections Conference 
(UMDCC) 2018 Conference Planning 
Committee

• Wichita Area Library Association (WALA)

University Libraries believes in the importance of service.  During the year faculty and staff members 
participated in numerous university committees and professional service opportunities.

Service
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University Libraries Faculty and Staff

Haley Underhill
Assistant Circulation 

Supervisor

Jessica Torres
Information Services 

Research Assistant

Samantha Henning
Digital Preservation and 
Government Document 

Specialist

Tanner Huff
Stacks and Facilities Manager

University Libraries welcomes new staff members in FY2019!

Student and Graduate Assistants 

University Libraries employs on average 60 student and graduate assistants each year providing them the opportunity 
for applied learning and soft skill development with the convenience of working on campus between their classes.  Each 
semester we celebrate our graduating assistants with a reception  and their induction into the honorary “Ordo Liborum 
Mentoris” or “Order of the Mentors of the Library.”  Pictured below are the May 2019 honorees with their supervisors.

A special recognition of the faculty and staff of the University Libraries.  Without their hard 
work and dedication, none of the accomplishments in this report would be possible.
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During the Spring 2019 semester, Wichita State University embarked on a student-led campaign that 
identified academic and student success infrastructure needs.  The “Shock the Future Referendum” 
consisted of various projects throughout campus that would address the question, “What can we do 
to make our university the best it can be?” for current students and future generations.  Each college 
gathered feedback from students, faculty, and staff through various methods to determine a list of 
priorities, including:
 
•    New technology to create and collaborate
•    Better environments for applied learning and research
•    More convenient and accessible study spaces and student services
 
University Libraries identified the following projects as part of the Referendum:
 
•    Expansion of the 24-hour study room into the main foyer, including additional seating and   
 restroom access
•    Additional technology-rich creation/project spaces focused on supporting digital humanities and  
 social science activities
•    Academic Forum space for large classes and lectures on the first floor
•    Compact shelving to create space for the growing print collection and free up     
 space on the top floors for additional collaborative areas
•    Flexible updated seminar/collaboration rooms 
 
On March 4-6, students voted on whether or not to raise 
student fees in order to fund the projects identified in the 
Referendum.  The Referendum was narrowly voted down.  
The University began looking for alternative means for 
funding some the projects.  One of the projects selected 
to move forward was the 24-hour study room remodel 
in Ablah Library.  This remodel will include updated and 
additional seating to extend into the main foyer, enhanced 
access to electricity for charging devices, and an unisex 
restroom providing students a safe, comfortable 24-hour 
study space with round the clock access to the University 
Libraries electronic resources.  Completion of the project 
is scheduled for January 2020.

Facilities
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University Libraries Mission Statement
The mission of University Libraries is to be an essential force in teaching and research.  We serve vital roles 
in educating and providing access to high impact information resources, preserving intellectual and cultural 
records, and continually evolving as a research network across campus and the larger community that 
facilitates intellectual discovery, scholarship, creative activity, and innovation. 

University Libraries Vision Statement
University Libraries transforms research and applied learning initiatives through innovative teaching and 
services, outstanding collections, and strategic partnerships.

University Libraries Values
We value: 
•    Continuous evolution as an organization through experimentation and the application of innovative   
 services, resources, and emerging technologies
•    Quality learning and research experiences that focus on success for all stakeholders
•    Diversity of individuals, culture, thought, and experiences
•    Collaboration and teamwork 
•    Accountability and data driven decision making in the management of our resources and services
•    Creation, preservation, and sharing of knowledge and information

Wichita State University 
Libraries
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Wichita State University is one of three research universities in Kansas and is a Carnegie High Research 
Institution.  WSU has 15 teams competing in NCAA Division I, is second in the nation among all 
universities for research funding for aerospace engineering, and is home to the National Institute for 
Aviation Research (NIAR).  WSU enrolls approximately 15,000 students annually in the Fairmount College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Engineering, College of Health Professions, College of Applied 
Studies, Barton School of Business, College of Fine Arts, Dorothy and Bill Cohen Honors College, and 
the Graduate School.  WSU offers 64 undergraduate programs in more than 200 areas of study, 43 masters 
programs in 100 areas of study, and ten doctoral programs in communicative disorders and sciences, 
educational administration and supervision, educational leadership, aerospace engineering, electrical 
engineering, industrial engineering, mechanical engineering, chemistry, mathematics, and human factors 
and community/clinical psychology.

The University Libraries system is one of three research libraries in the State of Kansas and is comprised of 
the main Ablah Library, the McKinley Chemistry Library, the Thurlow Lieurance Memorial Music Library, 
and Special Collections and University Archives, and serves all of the campuses of WSU.  WSU Libraries 
is a member of Lyrasis, the Coalition for Networked Information, RapidILL, and Portico, as well as several 
state and regional organizations.  WSU Libraries houses a comprehensive collection containing over 2.3 
million volumes, 77,000 journals, 260 electronic databases, and features an innovative Special Collections 
and University Archives with notable collections of rare books and incunabula, 19th and 20th century 
manuscripts, and one of the largest photographic archives of Kansas history.  WSU Libraries has been a 
Federal Depository Library for over 100 years and is the only U.S. Patent and Trademarks Resource Center 
in the state.

Contact Us

Wichita State University Libraries
1845 Fairmount
Wichita, Kansas 67260-0068
316-978-3586
libraries.wichita.edu

Wichita State University does not discriminate in its employment practices, educational programs or 
activities on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, gender expression, gender identity, genetic information, 
marital status, national origin, political affiliation, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or status 
as a veteran. Retaliation against an individual filing or cooperating in a complaint process is also prohibited. 
Sexual misconduct, relationship violence and stalking are forms of sex discrimination and are prohibited 
under Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972. Complaints or concerns related to alleged 
discrimination may be directed to the Director of Equal Opportunity or the Title IX Coordinator, Wichita 
State University, 1845 Fairmount, Wichita KS 67260-0138; telephone (316) 978-3187.




