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Email:           Prerequisites: Completion of 
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How to Use This Syllabus:  
This syllabus provides you with information specific to this course, and it also provides 
information about important university policies. This document should be viewed as a 
course overview; it is not a contract and is subject to change as the semester evolves. If 
changes are made, they will be communicated to you both through the Blackboard system 
and handouts distributed in class. 

Title IX: 
Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 prohibits discrimination based on sex in 
any educational institution that receives federal funding. Wichita State University does 
not tolerate sex discrimination of any kind, including sexual misconduct, sexual 
harassment, relationship/sexual violence and stalking. These incidents may interfere with 
or limit an individual’s ability to benefit from or participate in the University’s 
educational programs or activities.  

Students are asked to immediately report incidents to the University Police Department, 
316-978-3450, or the Title IX Coordinator, 316-978-5177. Students may also report
incidents to an instructor, faculty, or staff member, who are required by law to notify the
Title IX Coordinator.

If a student wishes to keep the information confidential, the student may speak with staff 
members of the Counseling and Testing Center, 316-978-3440, or Student Health 
Services, 316-978-3620.  

For more information about Title IX, go to wichita.edu/TitleIX. 

Academic Honesty:  
Students are responsible for knowing and following the Student Code of Conduct and the 
Student Academic Honesty Policy. Please see also The Little Shocker Handbook, p.  
WSU-109-112, for further information as it applies to academic honesty. Students who 
plagiarize the work of others in any form will be subject to disciplinary action by their 
instructor, the English Department, and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and may 
face suspension or even dismissal from the university. 



Course Description: 
English 102 is a general education basic skills course. It emphasizes critical reading, 
research, and argumentation. English 102 should be taken after English 101, in the 
freshman year. This course is a continuation of the skills addressed in English 101, but 
with special focus on crafting carefully researched argumentative essays. 
 
Definition of a Credit Hour:  
Success in this 3-credit-hour course is based on the expectation that students will spend, 
for each unit of credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally 3 
hours per unit per week with 1 of the hours used for lecture) for instruction and 
preparation/studying or course-related activities for a total of 135 hours.  
 
Measurable Student Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of the semester, 102 students should be able to understand the concepts and 
perform the skills listed as follows: 
 
 1. Master critical reading and thinking skills: 
           a. Comprehend the difference between opinion and evidence in a source.  
           b. Analyze and determine an author’s target audiences. 
           c. Evaluate an author’s assumptions, goals, and expertise. 
 2. Engage in scholarly research and argumentation: 
           a. Analyze and evaluate multiple and diverse sources in a variety of media. 
                      b. Evaluate and select multiple sources based on their validity and  
               reliability.  
           c. Identify and analyze each author’s key arguments and strategies.     
 3. Develop research essays displaying analysis and synthesis of multiple sources:  
                      a. Construct written essays of increasing complexity and comprehen- 
    siveness as the semester progresses.            
           b. Use appropriate argumentative organizational patterns in developing  
           these essays. 
           c. Integrate multiple authorial perspectives appropriately and effectively. 
           d. Exhibit written voice appropriate to the subject and the writer’s purpose. 
           e. Demonstrate mastery of MLA documentation format in the construction  
    of both brief and longer research essays. 
 
Required Textbooks and Materials:  
Current Issues and Enduring Questions, 11th ed. Barnett, Bedau, and O’Hara 

The Little Shocker Handbook, 3rd ed. Bullock, Brody, and Weinberg (Updated 2019 ed.) 
A notebook to be used as a reading journal 
 
Absences: 
Because writing skills develop slowly over time, regular attendance is required in this 
class.  Consequently, per English Department policy, students will fail the class when 
they have missed the equivalent of 20% of class sessions. (For example, 6 absences 
during a 15-week schedule meet the 20% cutoff.) Please see The Little Shocker 

Handbook, p. WSU-119, for further information on attendance.) If you must be absent 



for any reason, please report that absence to the instructor as soon as possible so 
that you can determine what material you missed and the assignments you need to 
make up, as permitted by the instructor. 
 
Tardiness: 
Remember that consistent tardiness is another form of absence, so please plan to be in 
class on time every day. If you must come to class late, enter the classroom quietly and 
take your seat as quickly as possible. If tardiness becomes excessive, the instructor 
reserves the right to lower the class participation portion of your grade. If you arrive 
after roll has been taken, you are responsible for letting the instructor know at the end of 
class that you were late and not absent.  
 
Classroom Decorum:  
Students are expected to bring the appropriate books and materials to class and have read 
and/or written what is assigned for the day. Focused classroom discussion is vital to 
developing critical thinking skills, so students are expected to be ready and willing to 
discuss ideas with your classmates and the instructor. Please remember to turn off cell 
phones/pagers and remove headphones before class: Do not check email or text message 
during class. If you must leave early, please let the instructor know at the beginning of 
class. Be attentive: Do not do homework for other classes, read non-class related 
materials, or chat with your classmates. Such behaviors are disruptive, and the instructor 
will speak with you about them privately if they become habitual. Laptop computers may 
be used in class with permission from the instructor. Leave the classroom during class 
only if you are not feeling well or if you are having some other sort of emergency. 
Beverages in covered containers are acceptable in class, but please do not eat in class 
unless you have a special medical condition that you have previously discussed with the 
instructor. In general, please help to create a pleasant and productive learning 
environment by treating your classmates and the teacher with the same respect and 
consideration that you want them to show to you. 
 

Standards for Evaluating Written Work: 
Grades on written work range from A to F, with an accompanying point assessment 
indicating where within the letter grade range a paper falls. The rubric for each essay 
assignment will change to focus on the demonstration of specific skills but will also 
reflect skills learned in writing previous essays. Also included in the evaluation of any 
essay is the extent to which it satisfies the specific requirements of that assignment. 
Essays that do not meet specific assignment criteria, no matter how well-crafted, will not 
receive a passing grade. All three major essays required in this class must be written 
in MLA format, which will be discussed in detail during our class sessions. All of 
these papers must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point type and Times New 
Roman font.  
 
 
 
 
 



Summary of Assignments for English 102: 
Brief argument essay (4 pages) (Due September 18.)                   100 points 
Analytical comparison essay (6 pages) (Due October 21.)             150 points   
Final argument essay (8-10 pages) (Due November 20.)                   200 points 
Reading journal, quizzes, library and other exercises                              150 points 
Participation/preparation            100 points 
Exit Exam (Date: December 9)                      100 points 
Total points available                                  800 points 
 
Assignments and Measurable Student Learning Outcomes: 
The brief argument essay meets measurable learning outcomes 1a, b, and c; 2b and c; and 
3b, d, and e. The analytical comparison essay meets measurable learning outcomes 1a, b, 
and c; 2b and c; and 3a, b, c, d, and e. The final argument essay meets measurable 
learning outcomes 1a, b, and c; 2a, b, and c; and 3a, b, c, d, and e. The reading journal 
and quizzes meet measurable learning outcomes 1a, b, and c and 2c. The exit exam meets 
measurable learning outcomes 3a, b, c, and d. 
 
Course Grading Scales:  
WSU uses a +/- grading scale for final grades and to calculate grade point averages. In 
this class, grades are calculated according to the criteria listed below. (Other classes 
might assign grades differently: Be sure to understand the different grading scales in all 
of your classes.) 
 
Letter                Grade        Possible course 
grade:                points:                           points: 
A                4.00      A       752-800 
A-                3.70                 A-      736-751 
B+                3.30                 B+     720-735 
B                3.00                 B       688-719 
B-                2.70                 B-      672-687 
C+                2.30      C+     656-671 
C                2.00      C       624-655 
C-                1.70      C-      608-623 
D+                 1.30          D+    592-607 
D                         1.00                 D      560-591 
D-                0.70      D-     544-559 
F                0.00                 F       543 and below 
 
Interpretation of Grades: 
The A range denotes excellent performance; the B range, good performance; the C range, 
satisfactory performance; the D range, unsatisfactory performance; and the F range, 
failing performance. 
 
 
 
 



Extra Credit: 
There are no extra credit options in English 102. 
 
Late Papers and Assignments: 
Papers are due at the beginning of class on the date designated for submission. Late 
papers will lose one letter grade for every calendar day they are late unless students can 
provide immediate written documentation, verifying a medical or other extreme 
emergency that prevented completion of the essay, directly to the instructor. All essays 
must be submitted to the plagiarism checking program SafeAssign by no later than 
5:00 p.m. on the day the paper is due. Failure to comply with this requirement may 
result in a failing grade for a paper. Safe Assign usage is discussed more fully 
beginning on p. WSU-196 in The Little Shocker Handbook. Students must bring hard 
copies of their essays to class on the due date in addition to submitting them to 
SafeAssign. 
 
Late assignments other than essays will be accepted solely at the discretion of the 
instructor. Please confer with him or her at your earliest convenience regarding make-up 
work.  
 
Paper Rewrites and Revisions: 
Students may revise the brief argument essay or the analytical comparison essay after 
consulting with the instructor, who will establish the due date for the revision. The 
original paper must be submitted along with the revision, and the original grade will be 
averaged with the grade for the rewrite to produce a final grade on that paper. The final 
research essay and the exit exam may not be rewritten, nor may papers that were 
submitted late. Please remember that revisions must address not just grammar and 
structure issues but the content of the paper, as well. Changes of grade for a revision 
are not guaranteed. Students who have poor attendance or have failed to turn in 
assignments will not be permitted to revise papers.  
 
Recycled Papers: 
Students may not recycle papers from any previous classes. All English 102 essays must 
be written specifically for this class. 
 
Peer Review Sessions: 
From time to time, students may be asked by their instructors to participate in “peer 
review” sessions of rough drafts of a paper with fellow classmates. Specific written 
guidelines will be provided for this activity, and points may be assigned for it. You can 
gain much helpful feedback by having your essays read from the perspective of an 
intelligent general reader who is also your classmate. Students typically work in pairs 
during these sessions but may also feel free to exchange drafts with other students in the 
class, as time permits, to receive additional feedback. Any suggestions you receive from 
other students as part of peer review may be checked out with the instructor at any time, 
if you wish. 
 
 



Conferences: 
Before submission of the final draft of the major research paper, students will be required 
to come to the instructor’s office for a conference about their research topic, major 
research essay, and overall progress in the course. While written comments on graded 
papers are important and should be read with care, the one-to-one conversation between 
teacher and student during the conference will allow each student to receive helpful 
feedback about the research and writing of the major paper well before the final draft of it 
is due. Instructors will distribute conference sign-up sheets during class so  
students can schedule conferences at their convenience. This information will be posted 
outside the instructor’s office door so students can change conference times and get 
updates as needed. It will ultimately be the student’s responsibility to make sure that 
his/her conference has been scheduled and completed. (All students are encouraged, of 
course, to confer with the instructor on other occasions as the need arises.) 
 
Class Participation: 
All students are expected to complete assigned readings in advance of class discussions 
and to be prepared to share thoughtful insights during these discussions. Failure to par- 
ticipate constructively in discussions may cause students to lose points toward their final 
course grade. 
 
Reading Journals: 
Students are expected to read and comment regularly on the essays and chapters assigned 
in course texts. To facilitate constructive discussion, students should bring to class 
comments and questions recorded in a notebook, called a “reading journal,” kept 
expressly for this purpose. The instructor will also give assignments intended to be 
completed in the reading journal. Students will be asked at midterm and at the end of the 
semester to submit their journals to the instructor, who will award points for thoughtful 
completion of entries. Reading journals are intended to help students think and write 
more coherently and insightfully. The instructor may also give occasional quizzes on 
assigned readings. 
 
Library Component: 
Learning to use library resources as part of the research process is an integral aspect of 
English 102. Therefore, students will be required to attend a class presentation by a 
university librarian, in the library, early in the semester. This session will be arranged by 
the librarian and the 102 instructor and announced well in advance of the date for which 
it is scheduled. (Please see p. WSU-125-129 in The Little Shocker Handbook for more 
detailed information on the library research component of the class.) Students will also be 
asked to complete a brief library exercise during this session. 
 
Blackboard: 
Blackboard is the name of a course information delivery system that your instructor will 
use to post the syllabus, grades and scores, and messages to the class. Your teacher will 
discuss Blackboard usage with you early in the semester. You are encouraged to consult 
Blackboard regularly for important announcements and updates. (Please see pp. WSU-
198-199 in The Little Shocker Handbook for more information about Blackboard.) 



Exit Exam: 
The final exam for English 102, called an “exit exam,” is a timed essay that will be taken 
at a time designated in the WSU Fall Schedule of Courses. Exit exam policies and 
procedures will be explained in detail later in the semester. The exit exam is worth up to 
100 points of your final grade in this course.  
 
Writing Center: 
The Writing Center is located in Room 601 Lindquist Hall. Students may go to the Center 
on a walk-in basis, but calling ahead (978-3173) is a better idea. The tutors at the Center 
can give you feedback and advice on a paper and help you with grammatical and 
structural problems; however, they will not write or edit papers for you. Going to the 
Center does not guarantee an “A” paper, but you will probably do better than if you had 
not sought advice. Services at the Writing Center are free to all students enrolled at WSU. 
(Hours will be posted at the beginning of each semester.) 
 
Important Academic Dates: 
For the 2019 fall semester, classes begin on Monday, August 19th and end on Thursday, 
December 5th. The last date to drop a class and receive a “W” instead of “F” (failed) is 
Tuesday, October 29th. There are no classes during fall break, October 12th-15th.  The 
final exam period for this class is Monday, December 9th. 
 
Disabilities: 
If you have a physical, psychiatric/emotional, or learning disability that may impact your 
ability to carry out assigned course work, I encourage you to contact the Office of 
Disability Services (DS). The office is located in Grace Wilkie Hall, Room 203, (316) 
978-3309 (voice/tty) (316-854-3032 videophone). DS will review your concerns and 
determine, with you, what academic accommodations are necessary and appropriate for 
you. All information about and documentation of your disability is confidential and will 
not be released by DS without your written permission. For more information, visit 
wichita.edu/ds. 
 
Counseling and Testing Center: 
The WSU Counseling and Testing Center provides professional counseling services to 
students, faculty, and staff; administers tests and offers test preparation workshops; and 
presents programs on topics promoting personal and professional growth. Services are 
low-cost and confidential. They are located in Room 320 of Grace Willkie Hall, and their 
phone number is (316) 978-3440. The Counseling and Testing Center is open on all days 
when the University is officially open. If you have a mental health emergency during the 
times when the Counseling and Testing Center is not open, please call COMCARE Crisis 
Services at (316) 660-7500. For more information, visit wichita.edu/counselingtesting. 
 
Diversity and Inclusion: 
Wichita State University is committed to being an inclusive campus that reflects the 
evolving diversity of society. To further this goal, WSU does not discriminate in its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, marital status, political affiliation, 



status as a veteran, or genetic information or disability. The following person has been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies: Executive Director, 
Office of Equal Employment Opportunity, Wichita State University, 1845 Fairmount, 
Wichita, KS 67260-0138; Telephone: (316) 978-3186. 
 
Intellectual Property: 
Wichita State University students are subject to Board of Regents and University policies  
regarding intellectual property rights. Any questions regarding these rights and any 
disputes that arise under these policies will be resolved by the President of the University, 
or the President’s designee, and such decision will constitute the final decision.  
 
Shocker Alert System: 
Get the emergency information you need instantly and effortlessly! With the Shocker 
Alert System, we will contact you by email the moment there is an emergency or weather 
alert that affects the campus. Sign up at www.wichita.edu/alert. 
 
Concealed Carry Policy: 
The Kansas Legislature has legalized concealed carry on public university campuses. 
Guns must be out of view, concealed either on the body of the carrier or in the backpack, 
purse, or bag that remains under the immediate control of the carrier. Gun owners must 
familiarize themselves with WSU’s Concealed Carry Policy at 
http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=wsunews&p=/weapons policy documents and the Kansas 
Board of Regents’ policy at http://www.kansasregents.org/about/policies-by-laws-
missions/board policy manual 2/chapter ii governance state universities 2/chapter ii full 
text#weapons. If you believe that there has been a violation of this policy, please contact 
the University Police Department at 316-978-3450. 
 
Tobacco-Free Policy: 
In accordance with Wichita State University Policy 11.11, effective July 1, 2017, it is the 
policy of WSU Union Corporation to provide a tobacco-free campus for all employees, 
students, the university community, and the community at large. Use of tobacco products 
is prohibited on the WSU Campus, which includes buildings, structures, parking structu 
res, enclosed bridges, walkways, sidewalks, and parking lots owned, leased, or operated 
by WSU.  
 
Student Health Services 
WSU’s Student Health Clinic is located in 209 Ahlberg Hall. Hours are 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Fridays), though the Clinic may be closed occasionally on 
Wednesdays from noon to 1:30 p.m. The telephone number is (316) 978-3620. In 
addition to outpatient and preventive care (including immunizations, a prescription 
service, and testing/counseling for sexually transmitted infections), Student Health can 
handle minor injuries. All services are confidential. For more information, please see 
www.wichita.edu/studenthealth. 
 
 
 

http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=wsunews&p=/weapons
http://www.kansasregents.org/about/policies-by-laws-missions/board
http://www.kansasregents.org/about/policies-by-laws-missions/board
http://www.wichita.edu/studenthealth


The Heskett Center and Campus Recreation: 
Whether you are wanting to be active on campus, relieve stress from classes, or take care 
of your body, Wichita State Campus Recreation is the place for you. Campus Recreation, 
located inside the Heskett Center, contributes to the health, education, and development 
of Wichita State University students, faculty, staff, alumni, and community members by 
offering quality programs and services. With many programs and facilities that are free to 
students and members, Campus Recreation offers its members limitless opportunities. For 
more information about our services, see www.wichita.edu/heskett. 
 
Video and Audio Recording: 
Video and audio recording of lectures and review sessions without the consent of the 
instructor is prohibited. Unless explicit permission is obtained from the instructor, 
recordings of lectures may not be modified and must not be transferred or transmitted to 
any other person, whether or not that individual is enrolled in the course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.wichita.edu/heskett


             Reading and Assignment Schedule 
                (15-week class) 

 
M Aug. 19:   Discuss course goals and major assignments and review the syllabus and    
                      due dates. 
 
                      Write an in-class diagnostic essay. (Prompts are on p. WSU-101 in The 

                      Little Shocker Handbook.)  This essay will be graded for placement pur- 
                      poses only and will be retained by the instructor. 
 
           Read pp. 3-10 in Current Issues and Enduring Questions for discussion on 
                      Wednesday. 
           
          
W Aug. 21:  Briefly review in The Little Shocker Handbook: 

                        Course Goals and Objectives (WSU-97-98) 
       Prerequisite Form (WSU-99) (Students will complete   
           and submit.) 
       Academic Honesty (WSU-109-112) 
       Plagiarism Contract (WSU-113) (Students will complete  
           and submit.) 
                  Attendance Policy (WSU-119) 
        Standard Release Form (WSU-115) (Students will com-   
           plete and submit.)   
       English 102 Journal Ideas (WSU-140) 
 
                      Discuss Chapter 1, pp. 3-12 in Current Issues, focusing on how to think 
                      critically. Discuss the questions on pp. 8-9 and 11-12 to practice this skill. 
 

Read the student-authored essay on pp. 14-15 in Current Issues for     
discussion next Monday. 

 
 
M Aug. 26:   Review in The Little Shocker Handbook: 

                                                   General Evaluation Rubric (WSU-127-130) 
                  Exams and Grading (WSU-135-136) 
         Safe Assignment and Blackboard (WSU-196-199) 
       Late Work (WSU-119) 
       Revision/Rewrite Policy (WSU-120) 
       Writing Center (WSU-102-104) 
 
                      Discuss p. 13 in Current Issues, then analyze the student essay assigned  
                      for today.  
 
 
 



W Aug. 28:   Survey material on writing contexts and academic contexts on pp. 2-8 in 
                      The Little Shocker Handbook and related material on pp. 232-237 in  
                      Current Issues.   
    
                      Read the excerpt from The Prince beginning on p. 643 of Current Issues 

                      for discussion on Wednesday after the Labor Day holiday. 
 
                      Discuss instructions for the brief argument essay, due at class time  
                      on Wednesday, September 18th, on pp. WSU-141-142 in The Little  

            Shocker Handbook.  
 
 
Monday, September 2:  Labor Day holiday—no classes! 
 
 
W Sept. 4:    Briefly review in The Little Shocker Handbook: 
       Student Responsibilities (WSU-121-122) 
       Department Misconduct Policy (WSU-122-123) 
       Course Withdrawal Policy (WSU-123) 
                  Incompletes (WSU-124) 
       E-mail Etiquette (WSU-117-118) 
  
                      Distribute handouts defining thesis statements and begin in-class exercises  
                      to practice constructing them. (See also pp. 230-232 in Current Issues.) 
 
                      Discuss the Machiavelli selection assigned for today, focusing on his main  
                      claims and evidence. (Journal entry for this reading at the instructor’s  
                      discretion.) 
 
                      Read The Declaration of Independence, pp. 651-653 in Current Issues, for  
                      discussion on Monday. 
                    
                         
M Sept. 9:    Continue thesis-writing practice as needed.   
 
           Analyze the structure of Jefferson’s argument in The Declaration of Inde- 
                      pendence. (Journal entry for this reading at the instructor’s discretion.) 
                       
                      Read the Stanton selection (pp. 655-657 in Current Issues) for discussion   
           on Wednesday. 
  
 
W Sept. 11:  Discuss the Stanton selection, analyzing her claims and evidence.  
 
           Begin discussion of summary and paraphrase, using handouts distributed   
           by the instructor.  



M Sept. 16:  Continue paraphrase and summary practice as needed.  
 
                      Confer individually with your instructor regarding the brief argument 
                      essay, which is due at class time on Wednesday, September 18th. 
 
 

W Sept. 18:  Library session. This is a floating day—actual session times may vary.  
           This activity should last approximately 75 minutes. Attendance at the pre- 
                      sentation is mandatory for all students, and roll will be taken by the          
                      instructor as usual. A library assignment will be completed during the 
                      session. 
 
                      Submit final drafts of the brief argument essay.   
 
          
M Sept. 23:  Begin an overview of MLA documentation format, using pp. 119-158 in  
                      The Little Shocker Handbook. (Your teacher will highlight portions of this  
           chapter. You are not expected to memorize all of this material but to    
           remember where to find the needed information. Additional material on   
           MLA citation and documentation can be found in Current Issues on pp.  
           288-303.)  
 
           Read “Violent Media Is Good for Kids,” pp. 199-202 in Current Issues, for  
           discussion on Wednesday.  
  
 
W Sept. 25:  Continue review of MLA documentation as needed.  
 
           Discuss analyzing an argument, pp. 181-186 in Current Issues, and apply 
                      the techniques discussed to the reading assigned for today. (Journal entry 
                      at the discretion of the instructor.) 
 

           Review how to quote and use signal phrases in Current Issues, pp. 286-287,  
                      and/or in The Little Shocker Handbook, pp. 113-114.  
 
 
M Sept. 30:  Discuss finding and evaluating sources on pp. 92-105 in Little Shocker. 
                      (This material will review and elaborate on information presented during 
                      the library session.)  
 
                      Read the Delbanco selection beginning on p. 463 in Current Issues for 
                      discussion on Wednesday. 
 
                                                                                                                                                

W Oct. 2:     Review analytical comparison essay guidelines on WSU-145-147 in Little  

                      Shocker. Please note that you will choose two articles from the casebook  



W Oct. 2:     on higher education beginning on p. 463 in Current Issues as the basis  
   (cont.)       for your essay. (Do not use the Delbanco and Rotella articles discussed     
          in class!) You will not need to do outside research for this essay. This 
                     paper will be due on Monday, October 21st. 
 
                     Analyze the Delbanco essay assigned for today, focusing on the author’s  
                     main claims and evidence. (Journal entry on this reading at the instructor’s 
                     discretion.) 
 
                     Read the Rotella essay, pp. 467-468 in Current Issues, for discussion on  
                     Monday.  
 
 
M Oct. 7:     Discuss the reading assigned for today, analyzing argumentative strategies. 
    
          Distribute handouts defining logical, ethical, and emotional appeals and   
                     discuss. 
 
                     Analyze advertisements based on how they use the various appeals, looking 
                     at materials on pp. 144, 145, and 153 in Current Issues.   
 
                     Read “A Call for Unity” (698) and “Letter From Birmingham Jail” (699- 
                     710) in Current Issues) for discussion on Wednesday.  
                              
 
W Oct. 9:     Discuss “Letter From Birmingham Jail,” focusing on Martin Luther King’s 
                      use of argumentative strategies, especially logical, ethical, and emotional  
                      appeals. (Journal entry on this reading at the instructor’s discretion.) 
 
                      Consult with your instructor individually on your choice of articles for the 
                      analytical comparison essay, due October 21st.  Remember that these  
                      selections will come from the higher education casebook in your Current 

                      Issues text. 
 
 
Monday, October 14th:  Fall break—no classes! 
 
 
W Oct. 16:   Define the concept of a “casebook” and relate it to the process of building 
                      an argumentative research paper. (See examples on pp. 463-628 in Current 

                      Issues.) 
 
                      Do “The Drawbridge Exercise” on p. WSU-181-182 in Little Shocker for  
                      more practice in identifying logical, ethical, and emotional appeals and in  
                      contextualizing arguments. (Journal credit will be given for this activity.) 
 



W Oct. 16:   Continue to work with your instructor on the writing of analytical compari- 
    (cont.)       son essays, due Monday, October 21st.  
    
    
M Oct. 21:    Submit final drafts of the analytical comparison essays.  
     
           Define and discuss logical fallacies, using material on pp. 352-365 in 
                      Current Issues and /or on handouts distributed by the instructor.  
 
           In small groups, discuss the logical fallacies exercise on pp. 363-365 in 
                      Current Issues. 
    
                      Discuss the final research essay assignment on WSU-151-153 in Little 

                      Shocker.  This paper will be due on Wednesday, November 20th. 
  
           Read “Why I Changed My Mind on Weed,” pp. 37-40 in Current Issues,  
                      and the sample research essay on pp. WSU-189-203 in Little Shocker for 
                      discussion on Wednesday. 
 
 
W Oct. 23:   Discuss the Gupta article and the sample research essay assigned for today.   
                     (Journal entry on the Gupta selection at the instructor’s discretion.) 
 
                      Read the sample research papers on pp. 308-314 and 317-322 in Current 

                      Issues for discussion next Monday. 
 
 
M Oct. 28:    Discuss the readings assigned for today, focusing on the respective authors’ 
                      argumentative strategies. (Journal entry on one of these essays at the in- 
                      structor’s discretion.) 
 
                      Read the Wilde essay (64-66) and the Rogers selection (375-380) for dis- 
                      cussion on Wednesday.  
 
 
Tuesday, October 29th is the last day to officially drop a class with a “W.” 
 
 
W Oct. 30:    Discuss the readings assigned for today, focusing on the argumentative  
                      strategies used. 
 
                      Discuss classical and Rogerian argument paradigms, referring to a handout 
                      distributed by your instructor.  
  
                      Read “No Ferguson Effect” (499-501)  and “Should Governments Tax  
                      Unhealthy Food and Drinks” (524-525) in Current Issues for discussion 



W Oct. 30:  on Monday. 
    (cont.) 
                     Sign up for conferences on Wednesday, November 6th and Monday,  
                     November 11th. These will be held in place of regular class meetings.  
                     Please be prepared to discuss final topics and sources for your research  
                     paper at this time. (This conference will count as the equivalent of one  
                     day of class attendance.) 
                     
 
M Nov. 4:    Discuss the articles assigned for today, focusing on both the structure and  
                     content of the arguments presented . (Journal entry for one of these readings  
                     at the teacher’s discretion.) 
 
                     Read  “Five Myths About Immigration” (557-560), “How Prisons Change  
                     the Balance of Power in America (581-586), and “The Myth of American 
                     Exceptionalism” (608-614) in Current Issues for discussion on Wednesday, 
                     November 13th.  
            
          Remember that conferences will take place next week in lieu of regular 
                     class meetings. 
 
 
W Nov. 6:    Conferences in instructor’s office—no group meeting today. 
    
 
M Nov. 11:  Conferences in instructor’s office—no group meeting. 
 
 
W Nov. 13:  Discuss the three articles assigned for today, examining the respective   
                     authors’ claims, evidence, and argumentative strategies.  
 
 
M Nov. 18:  Survey pp. 247-253 in Current Issues, focusing on tone, persona, and      
          loaded and sexist language.    
       
                     Discuss word choice issues on pp. 351-365 and “Englishes” on pp. 379- 
                     385 in Little Shocker. 

 
                     Continue to consult with your instructor as needed regarding final 
                     argument essays, due on Wednesday.  
 
        
W Nov. 20:  Submit final drafts of the major research paper.          
 
                     Do exit exam practice using quotations provided by the instructor.  
 



M Nov. 25:  Discuss exit exam preparation and procedures on WSU-183-185 in 
                     Little Shocker and review exit exam scoring on WSU-138.                       
                      
                     Review “Common Errors in English 102” on p. WSU-141 in the handbook  
                     and do other grammar/structure review as needed. 
 
 
Wednesday, November 27th:  Thanksgiving break 
 
 
M Dec. 2:    Write a practice exit exam (see prompts on WSU-192-193 in The Little 
          Shocker Handbook) and submit it at the end of class today. It will be scored  
          by the instructor and returned for discussion on Wednesday. (This score  
          may be used for informational purposes only, or it may be counted in the   
          journal/quizzes section of your course requirements at the discretion of your  
          instructor.) 
 
 
W Dec. 4:    Last day of class! 
 
                     Discuss exit exam sample questions and answers on pp. WSU- 185-192 in  
          The Little Shocker Handbook, analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the  
                     respective answers.  
 
          Return and discuss graded practice exit exams. 
 
                     Graded research papers will be returned today or on the day of the 
                     exit exam. 
 
 
Monday, December 9:  Exit exam from 1:00-2:50 p.m. (Location to be announced.) 
 
 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
        
             
 
     



Instructor Name: 
Email address: 
Office location: 
Office hours: 
Preferred method of contact: 

English 102: College English II 
Online, Spring 2021 

How to Use This Syllabus: 

This syllabus provides you with information specific to this course, and it also 
provides information about important university policies. This document should be 
viewed as a course overview; it is not a contract and is subject to change as the 
semester evolves.  

Academic Honesty: 

Students at Wichita State University are expected to uphold high academic 
standards. WSU will not tolerate a lack of academic integrity. Students are 
responsible for knowing and following the Student Code of Conduct and the Student 
Academic Honesty policy When the faculty member determines sanctions are 
warranted for violations of academic integrity, regardless of severity, the faculty 
member must report the infraction to the Office of Student Conduct and Community 
Standards. If you need more information about the process or wish to appeal a 
decision, please visit https://www.wichita.edu/about/student_conduct/ai.php 

PLAGIARIZED PAPERS CANNOT AND WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. IF YOU 
PLAGIARIZE ANY PART OF ANY PAPER, THAT PAPER WILL FAIL. 
EXTREME CASES CAN RESULT IN DISMISSAL FROM THE CLASS AND 
POSSIBLY FROM THE UNIVERSITY. 

Course Description: 

English 102 is a general education basic skills course. It emphasizes critical reading, 
research, and argumentation. English 102 should be taken after English 101, in the 
freshman year. This course is a continuation of the skills addressed in English 101, 
but with special focus on crafting ethically researched argumentative essays. 

Required Texts: 

You will need the two books listed below to successfully complete this course. All 
books are available at the Wichita State University Bookstore. 

• Current Issues and Enduring Questions, 12th edition, by Sylvan Barnet and 
Hugo Bedau 

• The Little Shocker Handbook, 3rd edition, by Richard Bullock, Michal Brody, 
and Francine Weinberg 

http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch8_05.htm
http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch2_17.htm
http://webs.wichita.edu/inaudit/ch2_17.htm
https://www.wichita.edu/about/student_conduct/ai.php
http://www.wsubooks.com/store1/home.aspx


Measurable Student Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the semester, 102 students should be able to understand the concepts 
and perform the skills listed as follows: 

1. Master critical reading and thinking skills:  
a. Comprehend the difference between opinion and evidence in a source. 
b. Analyze and determine an author’s target audiences. 
c. Evaluate an author’s assumptions, goals, and expertise. 

2. Engage in scholarly research and argumentation:  
a. Analyze and evaluate multiple and diverse sources in a variety of 

media. 
b. Evaluate and select multiple sources based on their validity and 

reliability. 
c. Identify and analyze each author’s key arguments and strategies. 

3. Develop research essays displaying analysis and synthesis of multiple sources:  
a. Construct written essays of increasing complexity and 

comprehensiveness as the semester progresses.           
b. Use appropriate argumentative organizational patterns in developing 

these essays. 
c. Integrate multiple authorial perspectives appropriately and effectively. 
d. Exhibit written voice appropriate to the subject and the writer’s 

purpose. 
e. Demonstrate mastery of MLA documentation format in the 

construction of both brief and longer research essays. 
Course Protocol: 

Though this is an online class, participation is still crucial. "Participation" involves 
reading the assignments thoroughly, reading any handouts provided for the week, 
watching all videos (including update videos I add throughout the semester), 
contributing to class discussions, and completing online assignments. To be 
successful in this class, you should be checking your student email daily and 
logging in to our course at least 3 times a week. 

Summary of Assignments for English 102: 

Brief Argument Essay (3-4 pages)                                100 points 

Analytical Comparison Essay (5-6 pages)                    150 points              

Final Argument Essay (8-9 pages)                                200 points 

Discussion board participation                                      100 points 

Journals                                                                         65 points 

Quizzes and other activities:                                          85 points 



Exit Exam (Date: May 10)                                             100 points 

Total points available                                                  800 points 

Assignments and Measurable Student Learning Outcomes: 

The brief argument essay meets measurable learning outcomes 1a, b, and c; 2b and 
c; and 3b, d, and e. The analytical comparison essay meets measurable learning 
outcomes 1a, b, and c; 2b and c; and 3a, b, c, d, and e. The final argument essay 
meets measurable learning outcomes 1a, b, and c; 2a, b, and c; and 3a, b, c, d, and 
e. The discussion boards, journals, and quizzes meet measurable learning outcomes 
1a, b, and c and 2c. The exit exam meets measurable learning outcomes 3a, b, c, and 
d. 

Course Grading Scales: 

WSU uses a +/- grading scale for final grades and to calculate grade point averages. 
In this class, grades are calculated according to the criteria listed below. (Other 
classes might assign grades differently: Be sure to understand the different grading 
scales in all of your classes.) 

Letter grade              Grade points:                Possible course points: 

A                                 4.00                                A      744-800 

A-                                3.70                                A-     720-743 

B+                               3.30                                B+    696-719 

B                                 3.00                                B      664-695 

B-                                2.70                                B-     640-663 

C+                               2.30                                C+    616-639 

C                                 2.00                                C      584-616 

C-                                1.70                                C-     560-583 

D+                               1.30                                D+    536-559 

D                                 1.00                                D      504-535 

D-                                0.70                                D-     480-503 

F                                 0.00                                 F      479 and below 



Standards for Evaluating Written Work: 

Grades on written work range from A to F, with an accompanying point assessment 
indicating where within the letter grade range a paper falls. The rubric for each essay 
assignment will change to focus on the demonstration of specific skills but will also 
reflect skills learned in writing previous essays. Rubrics for each assignment are 
available in the "My Grades" section of Blackboard. Also included in the evaluation 
of any essay is the extent to which it satisfies the specific requirements of that 
assignment. Essays that do not meet specific assignment criteria, no matter how 
well-crafted, will not receive a passing grade. 

Contact Policy: 

Although you may attempt to reach me by phone, email communication is always 
preferred. Feel free to email me any questions or concerns following these 
guidelines: 

• Always use the course name in the subject line of the email 
• Remember to sign your name. 
• Always email me from your WSU email address. Email sent from personal email 

servers like Gmail, Yahoo, etc., have a tendency to end up in my spam folder, and 
I never see them. You may also email me through Blackboard via the Email My 
Instructor tab.  

• You should NOT contact me for tech support.  
 Any technical problems involving your computer, or issues regarding file 

uploading or sharing, should go through the OneStop. You can contact them at 
316-978-3909. You can also fill out a request for help form at theirwebsite. 

 However, if you have a problem with access or uploading assignments, 
youshould let me know before your assignment is due. You will also have to 
accompany this notification with the file in question, so I can verify that it is 
completed by the due date/time. 

Response Time 
Email: I typically respond to email within 24 hours on business days (Monday-
Friday). If you email me over the weekend, it may take longer for me to respond to 
your email. 
  
Feedback on Assignments: I typically grade work, including quizzes, journals, 
discussions, and essays, within a week after the due date.  

Extra Credit: 

There are no extra credit options in English 102. 

Late Papers and Deadlines: 

All activities and papers are due by 11:59 p.m. Central Time on the date designated 
for submission. Late work will not be accepted unless students can provide 

http://wichita.edusupportcenter.com/sims/helpcenter/common/layout/GuidedHelp.seam?cstepPk=186081&inst_name=wsu_onestop&actionMethod=helpcenter%2Fcommon%2Flayout%2FSelfHelpHome.xhtml%3AshpGuidedHelpManager.selectAndInitChildKB%28%29&cid=129286


immediate written documentation, verifying a medical or other extreme emergency 
that prevented completion of the essay, directly to the instructor. All essays must be 
submitted to the plagiarism checking program SafeAssign by no later than 11:59 
p.m. Central Time on the day the paper is due. Failure to comply with this 
requirement may result in a failing grade for a paper. Safe Assign usage is discussed 
more fully on page WSU 196 of The Little Shocker Handbook.  

Paper Rewrites and Revisions: 

Students may revise the brief argument essay or the analytical comparison essay 
after consulting with the instructor, who will establish the due date for the revision. 
The original grade will be averaged with the grade for the rewrite to produce a final 
grade on that paper. The final argument essay for the semester and the exit exam 
may not be rewritten, nor may papers that were submitted late. Please remember that 
revisions must address not just grammar and structure issues but the content of the 
paper, as well. Changes of grade for a revision are not guaranteed. Students who 
have poor participation or have failed to turn in assignments will not be 
permitted to revise papers. 

Recycled Papers: 

Students may not recycle papers from any previous classes or previous sections of 
English 102. All English 102 essays must be written specifically for this section of 
the class. 

Library Component: 

Learning to use library resources as part of the research process is an integral aspect 
of English 102. Therefore, students will be required to watch video tutorials 
developed by a university librarian and complete homework assignments 
demonstrating their mastery of research skills 

The Exit Exam: 

The final exam for English 102, called an “exit exam,” is a timed essay that will be 
taken online on Monday, May 10. Exit exam policies and procedures will be 
explained in detail later in the semester. The exit exam is worth up to 100 points of 
your final grade in this course. 

The Writing Center: 

The Writing Center is located in room 601 Lindquist Hall. Please check the Writing 
Center website for updated hours. You can go to the Center on a walk-in basis, but 
calling ahead (978-3173) for an appointment is a better idea. The tutors DO NOT 
edit or write papers for you. Going to the Center does not guarantee an "A" paper, 

https://www.wichita.edu/academics/fairmount_college_of_liberal_arts_and_sciences/english/compositionweb/writing_center.php
https://www.wichita.edu/academics/fairmount_college_of_liberal_arts_and_sciences/english/compositionweb/writing_center.php


but you will probably do better than if you had not gone. I encourage everyone to 
take advantage of this free service offered to all students by the university. 

An Online Writing Lab is also available to students in online sections of English 
102. You can find a link to the Online Writing Lab through Blackboard or the 
Writing Center Website.  

Syllabus Policies and Student Resources 
All students should familiarize themselves with the course-related policies and 
student resources that can be found at: www.wichita.edu/syllabuspolicies  
These include, but may not be limited to information on: 
• COVID-19 conditions 
• Important Academic Dates 
• Academic Integrity 
• Definition of a credit hour 
• Video and Audio recording 
• Shocker Alert System 
• Intellectual Property 
• CARE Team 
• Counseling and Prevention Services 
• Student Health Services 
• Heskett Center and Campus Recreation 
• Inclusive Excellence and Respect for Diversity 
• First Generation Students 
• Names and Pronouns 
• Students with Disabilities 
• Title IX 
• Concealed Carry Policy 

Course Etiquette: 

Your ability to read, think, write, and speak critically grows in dialogue with others. 
Your point of view on the subject of discussion is always welcome, but your are 
expected to respect others in your expression of it. Respecting others requires 
listening politely even when we do not agree with the speaker’s ideas and using 
respectful language when communicating with classmates and the 
instructor. Students who use disrespectful language, including but not limited 
to racist, sexist, and homophobic language, in discussions, assignments, or 
correspondence will be referred to the office of student conduct. 

Note: The syllabus may change as needed. Any changes will be announced on 

Blackboard .It is your responsibility to note all changes announced by the instructor. 

 
 

http://www.wichita.edu/syllabuspolicies
http://www.wichita.edu/syllabuspolicies
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