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Highlight: CEDBR added ten new communities across Kansas to its annual economic outlook conference 
schedule.  The events are targeted at business executives, analysts, and community leaders.  
 
 
CEDBR was established in 1978 as part of the Census State Data Center Program to disseminate 
economic data to the public as an outreach function of the University.    
 

Data Center Public Engagement 
 
The Kansas Trends forecast booklet, which was 
launched in 2018, received overwhelmingly 
positive feedback.  The center expanded the 
forecast book series and added the Kansas 
Review.  The new edition focuses on household, 
business, and governments.  The center created 
Health, Wealth, and Wise index to understand 
the economic conditions of families.   The center 
developed a Business Dynamism index for 
companies, and for governments, it created a 
Fiscal Health index.    
   
Top three most viewed articles: 

• Top Three Kansas Commodities  
• Housing Occupancy  
• Misery Index Increased Across Most of 

Kansas  
The center creates value for Kansas Business, as 
they use the data resources to make strategic 
financial decisions.  Local and state leaders use 
the information for policies and resource 
allocations.  

 
CEDBR is highly engaged within Kansas, providing 
economic insight and commentary about current 
economic conditions.  The following are a few 
organizations that the center provided a 
presentation to in 2018. 
 

• Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City – 
Regional Round Table 

• Kansas Legislators – Economic Outlook 
• Sedgwick County Commissioners – 

Annual Budget Retreat  
• Wichita Independent Business 

Association 
• Kansas Association of Counties 

 
The estimated public value generated from the 
engagement in 2019 was $72,375.   
*Estimates were derived using the center's lab rate and not 
the Nielsen rating, which would have produced a higher 
value. Information requests include economic questions 
from faculty, staff, students, businesses, and elected 
officials. 

 

Twitter Impressions 

87,200 
 
 

Page Visits 

633,424 
 
 

Economic Articles 

6 

 
 

Media 
Interviews 

80 

Public 
Presentations 

5 

Information 
Requests 

295 



 

Research Highlight Economic Outlook  
 
Transfer of Wealth – The Kansas Health Institute 
and the Kansas Association of Community 
Foundations commissioned a study for the center 
to estimate the expected transfer of wealth.   The 
study is used by community foundations across 
the state to budget and encourage families to 
leave some of their wealth locally to help 
promote the community and tackle specific 
issues.  
 
Intrust Bank Arena Impact – CEDBR updated an 
impact study of the Intrust Bank Arena on the 
local and regional area.   The Arena, which 
Sedgwick County owns, is operated by an 
independent company.   The operating company 
wanted to identify the economic and fiscal value 
that the it contributes back to the economy 
because of the local investment. 
 
Wind farm impact on home values – Wind is an 
emerging energy sector within Kansas, and wind 
farms continue to expand across the state.  The 
center developed a model that disproved a 
concern about them decreasing property values 
over time.   

 
CEDBR hosted eighteen events in 2019.  The 
Kansas Economic Outlook Conference, the 
premier business event, had seven hundred and 
forty-two people in attendance.   The following 
are what participants said about the event: 
 

• "Being able to get a realistic sense of 
status and risks helps us all make better 
decisions." 

• " I took a lot away from this event!"  
• "Spending a 1/2 day thinking about our 

economy and hearing from experts is well 
worth the time. 

 
Demand from the business community across the 
state to address economic issues was the reason 
to remove Wichita from the Wichita Industry 
Research Exchange event.   The center hosted 
two events in 2019.   

• “The Great Divide – Determining 
economic and political interdependence 
of rural and urban communities within 
Kansas”  

• “Are Kansas Healthy, Wealthy, and 
Wise?”  

 
 

 

 

Conference 
Evaluation  

(out of 5) 

4.3 

Fiscal Impacts 

19 

Impact Studies 

6 

Total Attendance 

1,508 

Sponsorship 

$147,550 

Contract Research 

$87,812 
Revenue 

$113,367 




