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FOREWORD 

When one has worked for five years in a rural high 

school as a teacher and as sponsor of a variety ot activ

ities, he comes to know many of the needs and problems of 

high school youth. He quite unconsciously seeks to explain 

the lives with which he is so closely associated. He be-

I comes aware of those things which influence youth, both for 

the good and the bad. 

I After five years as sponsor ot the Girl Reserve 

I Club at Rose Hill High School, Rose Hill, Kansas , it has be

come 'lffY firm conviction that in this community Girl Reserve I 
is f illi ng a real need in the lives or the high school girls ~ 

I I regard it as one ot the most influential organizations, no~ 

only in the high school, but in the community as well. It 

has provided social l.ife ot a tine and wholesome nature for 

both the girls and boys of the high school . But particularl 

has it been valuable as a character building agency . Many 

times it is possible to see the lives of girls change and 

develop on a higher plane as they find arising from the mem

OI7 past experiences with the lofty ideals of the Girl Re

serve eode . 

Of grea t value has been the religious emphasis . In 

a community in which there are three churches of rather wide j 

I ly differing beliefs, it stands as the only interdenominatiorl
iv 



al organization for youth, emphasizing the fwidamentals of 

religion, bringing about splendid cooperation between the 

yotm.g people of the vari ous churches. 

Although convinced of the value of Girl Reserve in 

my own comm1.mity, the fact that both the Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Yin a great many places are on trial today, has chall eng

ed me to go deeper into the subJect and secure more scienti

fic data upon which to base my opinioh; also, to determine 

those conditions under which these clubs are most successful I 
and valuable . It has been my aim to investi gate this field 

without prejudice. 

The data for this study were secured f r om the most 

recent and car efully written books and magazines on the 

I 
respecti ve subjects ; from int erviews with t eachers and admin 

istrators familiar with Girl Reserve and Hi-Y work; f rom 

sponsors of these clubs; and by -means of questionnair es , 

from the opinions of club members . This survey deals with 

both rural and city schools , and with senior and intermedi

ate clubs. 

• 

I am espec:lall y indebted to the Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Y secretaries of Wichita, Miss Sue Kathryn Glenn , Mr. J . 

Mummery , and Mr. Harry Dawdy , who so generousl y gave their 

assistance in securing data for the evaluation of these clubj . 

I owe a debt of gratitude to Kiss Florence Stone, Secretary I 
ot the Kansas District Y. w. c. A., and her Associate, Miss 

Elsie Sult, for their kindly words of 

making available the records of thei r 
V 

inspiration and for I 
office; also to ___J 



l»r. Guy Gebhardt, Sedgwick County Hi-Y Secretary, for his 

many helpful suggestions and splendid cooperation. 

The administrators and t eacher s or Wichita and 

neighbor ing t owns mos't generously gave of their time and 

interest to help make this study possible, for- which I am 

truly grat eful. I wish to t hank the host of high school boys 

and girls who gave their criticisms of Girl Reserve and Hi-Y; 

particularly, the youth of Rose Hill High School in the past 

five years (especially Girl Reserves) for the challenge they 

have brought to me. 

Kost ot all, I am indebted to my advisor, Dr. 

Lambertius Hekhuis tor his most generous assist ance, ef ficient 

guidance, and constant inspiration. 

'Vi 



CHAPTER I 

THE RELIGIOUS NEEDS OF ADOLESCENT YOUTH 

The adol escent p~r iod has long been regarded as im

portant in r eligious experience. Some time during this 

I period, in past years, has occurred the group of experiences 

that gave rise to confirmation and known ceremonies of con

version . The failure or the youth of this generation to 

duplicate the expected adolescent classification of the old

er generation has raised several questions as to the status 

of religion and youth. There is a common opinion that adol-

1 escent youth of today is irreligious . This is tar from the 

I truth. The adolescent has not yet set his r eligion in the 

mould ot dogmatic teachings but he is, nevertheless, highly 

religious in the true sense of the word. 

Let us def ine r eligion as the thread of commitment 

affecting all of lite or the quest for security and satis

fac tion 1n living in the environment in which one finds him

self, and reaching out to the realm of ideals , inclusive of 

a Supreme Being . 

I This is not the time of first r eligious awakeni ng, 

for the tiny chil d has a r eal religion including only the 

1

1 

instincts that have as yet ripened. With tbe coming of adol -

- -1-
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escent experiences, t her e is a "birth of the new self'tt . Th 

child is for the first t ime capabl e of perceiving the deepe 

1 r eligious truths . It is at this time that he seeks to work 

out a usabl e philosophy of religion with his emer ging powers, 

or, finding that religion cannot be held up to the light of 

reason, . he casts it aside as one of the childhood fancies 

for which he no longer has use. In st ead of r el igion, then, 

becoming a part of the ·int egr ated personality of the young 

man and woman, r eli gious yearnings r emai n unsatisfied, or 

t heir satisfaction i s sought in other fiel ds of activity . 

Fi nally, "the new self" becomes set in a more or less per

manent mould in which a definite r el igious life has no place . 

The pre- adol esoent period is one of storage . The 

child is not capabl e of thinking through to definite relig

ious concepts but he can be taught the fundamentals pf 

r el i gion and be led to act accor ding to certain behaviour 

patt erns. The problem of the adol escent is somewhat dif fer-J 

ent . It is not a matter of fit t ing the adol escent into a j 

niche or a mould but of answer ing in a whol esome, progressivje 

way the yearnings ot the youth. The r eli gi ous program, to I 
be effective, must be made to fol low closel y the developmen~ 

of the boy and girl and must meet the needs of the gr owing 

personal ity if it is ever to have a vital place 1n adult 

life. The purpose of this chapter is to di scover j ust 

what are the r eligi ous needs of adolescent youth in the 

l ight of his pbfsical, mental , and social devel opment . 
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We may divide adolescence into three periods: early 

adolescence, covering the years from eleven to fourteen, or 

the junior high period; middle adolescence, covering the yeat s 

from fifteen to eighteen, or the senior high period; and 

later adolescence, covering the years from nineteen to twent -

four or five. We shall consider here the first two of these 

periods . 

We find in each period three sets of factors to be 

observed: the physical, the mental, and the social. These 

factors do not form three distinct fields for observation but 
are more or less interlocked. The mental life is recorded 

in the physiological or~anism. The social attitudes are 

directly dependent upon the mental and physical development . 

Religion is that which conserves the highest values of life 

and deals with the whole of life. It is that which colors 

all of the activities of the ind;lvidual and serves as the 

integrating force which makes for a unified personality. 

I . Early Adolescence 

1 . The Physical Factors. - The child grows very 

rapidly the first few years of his life . After about the 

sixth year, there is a gradual decline in growth. Most of 

his energy then is being used up in learning how to do things . 

He masters the coordination of muscles . The child ' s person

ality becomes relatively stable. In this storage period he 

should be laying aside a reserve of physical strength which 

I will tide him safely over the period of rapid physical and 

and mental changes just ahead . He should be forming physical 



I and mental habits 

aunches into the 
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which will serve as an anchorage as he 

broader world which opens up to him as he 

enters manhood and womanhood. So the pre-adolescent period 

conditions the adolescent experience and largely determines 

I whether the adolescent period shall be one of natural dev

elopment or one accompanied by storm and stress . 

According to Irving Kingt this period of decline in 

growth lasts from the sixth year until about the ninth in 

girls and to the eleventh year. in boys , when growth over that 

of the previous year is less than thr ee percent . Then there 

is a sharp turn upward and there is a growth from four to six 

percent. over that of the previous year . 

Development during this period is predominately 

physical . The mental life takes on new energy and the socia~ 

instincts arise , but they yield presently to the physical ad~ 

justment for their full development. The strain of life is 

predominately on the physical, and well it is so, for nature 

takes care of the foundation before erecting the super

structure. 

Two types o! growth take place simultaneously; the 

growth of the somatic cells and that of the reproductive 

cells. The somatic growth results in the increased size of 

the bones and the acceleration of the physiological processes. 

The growth of the reproductive cells results in puberty and 

the secretion of hormones into the blood, giving rise to new 

emotions and interests. 

Irving King , "The High School Age", pp . 11, 12. 
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If this somatic growth were steady and gradual, the / 

problems of adolescence would be much fewer. But this is no~ 

the case . The bones take a sudden spurt and leave the muscles 

far behind. In a few weeks, the muscles seem to have caught 

up, giving the youth a sense of new power and exhilaration. 

In a few days this ambition may have disappeared entirely 

for something new is happening in his phys ical organism. 

Quoting Kiss Mary E. Koxcey concerning the physical growth 

during this periods 

"Usually t here occur s about the beginning of this 
period the most r apid growth of the whole body since 
babyhood . If muscles and bones kept pace with each 
other , it might not be so disconcerting; but nature ' s 
way is to concentrate growth energy first in one 
spot and then in another, and as bones stretch mus
cles too short for them, or muscles press against 
each other till bones and skin regain their propor
tion, the nerves report the tensions and pressure i n l 
sharp ' growing pains '. A new mechanism must be 
learned for getting the familiar tasks done . Dishes 
drop because the arm overreaches. The girl stumbles 
because , as she complains , •my feet disap point me sol ' 
During this process of growth the sensations from t h 
body force themselves acutely into consciousness . nl 

The adolescent is awkward because he has not yet 

learned how to control "the new self" . Because he is awkwar 

he become s self-conscious. New tastes develop to meet his 

new physical needs. His organism is further upset by the 

presence in his blood of certain hormones which speed up the 

activity of the heart and other organs. This period is apt 

to be one of considerable difficulty , unless there is a 

thorough understanding of what is ta.king place on the part of 

adults who are concerned with the shaping of his life. 

1 Mary E. Moxcey, "Girlhood and Character", pp. 75-6. 
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2 . The Mental Factors. - The brain is nearly completf 

at fourteen years . It is during the early adolescent period 

that the powers of reasoning develop . The youth f i nds sud

denly that he is capable of deeper thought than formerly . 

He can weigh values and oftentimes sees back of the thing he 

has previously t aken for granted . Concepts and beliefs whicf 

he has accepted blindly are apt to collapse if he applies to 

them this new power of ~easoning. He , therefore , may become 

critical and often cynical. If reproved for his attitude, 

he may become secretive and morose. 

The child is an integrated personality. Ther e seems 

to be nothing to disturb his ~hinking . There is always some 

one who knows the answers to his questions . There is always 

someone to make decisions for him. 

The adolescent is neither a child nor an adult . He 

finds that he must make many decisions himself and that 

t here are some questions which others cannot answer for him. 

These new problems must be met without adequate experience 

upon which to base his reasoning . 

He is anxious to use his new powers in spite of the 

fact that he does not know just how to use them. He craves 

abundant living. I f he cannot f ind the experiences he de

sires in the world of reality, he looks for them in the 

world of literature . He is a raveD4ua reader . Or, he may 

become introspective and build a dream world which contains 

the aspects that are lacking in the world of reality. This 

habit may cause him to grow up unprepared to meet the con-
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ditions which will bring about that which he desires . 

The early adolescent does not know himself . He feel 

I 
that he is becoming acquainted with himself and then new 

impulses arise which upset things once more . This effort to 

become acquainted with himsel f may lead to introspection. 

Since he does not know himself he proJects this feeling into 

others and feels that he is continually being misunderstood . 

Because he is self-cons~ious he feels that others are slight~ 

ing him. 

3 . The Social Factors . - The smal l chil d is inter

ested in people who mini ster to his physical wants . His 

world of contacts widens slowly until he reaches the early 

adol escent period and then some distinct changes t ake place . 

In the past he has received about as much pleasure out of 

playi ng by himself as with others. Now, his interest is wit 

the gang . The boy, in particul ar , duri ng these years is 

largely a reflection of the gang spirit. That which the 

gang appr oves receives {ds highest sanction and that which 

it condemns is tabooed . 

While the boy gathers around a common interest , the 

girl centers about a leader . She is more likel y than he t o 

center her whol e interest in some one person, usually one ~ho 

qual ifies as an ideal. The oppor tunity of the "adoree" at 

this time is t remendous . She may largely mould the thinki ng 

and activities of the girl as she wishes . The boy also has 

his hero . I t may be a fictitious character or a real person, 

I both of which have more i nfluence upon the early adol escent 
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than all the rest of the world. 

In childhood the boys and girls play side by side. 

They have common interests and are scarcely conscious of sex 

differences . The differences which do exist are largely 

artificial ones created by interfering adults . In the puber 

tal period, a change takes place. There may exist a repul

sion due largely to the change of interests. In any event, 

boys and girls are not particularly friendly during this 

period. 

We find, according to King , l more criminal tendencie 

at this time than before or after. The world which offers 

the largest scope of activity is the one that looks most 

att ractive to him, and. often that is the criminal world. He 

must be oontinually on the go . If opportunities are not 

a1'forded for the doing of the worthwhile things , he engages 

in questionable activities. 

4. Bearing of These Facts on Religious Education. -

We cannot set the religion of the adolescent in a separate 

compartment. His religious development takes place only 

through the physical.., the mental , atld the social development . 

His spiritual needs cannot be satisfied unless proper care i 

given to the other aspects of his life. Neither can his 

physical, mental, and social life develop normally and com

pletely unless his spiritual needs are recognized and satis

fied . Quoting Kiss Moxcey: 

Irving King, op. cit., p. 108. 
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"Always churches have sought to save ' immortal soul s ' 
But someti mes they have attempted to separate, in 
thought, that immortal soul from the body which con
ditioned its growth, and from the world of persons 
and things through which it grew into human value . 
So the pendulum swung to the other extreme . Because 
• soul ' in reli gi ous usage seemed to be a detached 
somethi ng having its interests in another and a fut e 
world, those who were acutely conscious of the vivid 
present activity of living came to drop the whol e 
phrase , and with it a needed emphasis on the immorta~ 
quality of human life. Those who woul d give adequat~ 
help to the girl whose life is so rapidly enlarging 
must recognize i ts spiritual needs.nl 

Since growth in this period is largely physical , a 

great many opnortunities should be afforded for physical 

development and expression. Morals may be taught to him 

t hrough his sports and activities much more effectively than 

through pur el y mental avenues . It is but a step f r om a clean 

body to a clean mind . There is a very direct relationship 

between pr oper coordination of muscles and the symmetrical 

working of all the members of the body, and a unified , har

monious mental and spiritual life. 

No other period offers such splendid opportunities 

for instilling in the mi nds of youth the sense of sacredness 

of all life as are present during this period when the sex 

!instinct is emerging . He needs not only to understand the 

mystery of the beginning of life but to catch a picture of 

the religious significance of all human relationships. In 

the words of Grace Sloan Overton: 

"Physical realization has its true pl ace in the scheme 
of things . Much of our previous religious training 
has made the physical and the spiritual enemi es of 
each other. Youth should understand the beautiful 

1 Mary E. Moxcey, op . cit ., p. 140 . 
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and mystic place of the senses in human life; that I 
bodies and souls are not enemies , but mates , on the 
highway of life; that the modern sin is to allow the1 
body to function without tne soul; but that this si 
is no more cal ami tous in its resul ts than the sii of 
allowing the soul to function wit hout the body. " 

Youth shoul d have a friend who understands to help 

him through these awkward years. He needs someone who will 

be patient enough to answer his questions . This place may 

well be filled by the "ador een or the hero . A friend who 

understands, along with plenty of good wholesome activity, 

will do much to save him f r om the dangers of excessive intro

spection. Dr . Char les Sheldon , in a magazine artic le, spenks 

of the hunger which he felt as a school boy for religious 

instruction and help . He says, nBut as human beings are made , 

there is no experience in all life where human help i s more 

needed t han in youth, when the deep longing for gui dance in 

the upward way craves the light.n2 

The religious program should take into account the 

developing powers of reasoni ng . Opportunities should be 

given wherein he can question without--f'estriction all that he 

is asked to believe . For tunate is the boy or girl who has 

the guidance of a leader who is competent to meet these 

criticisms and save for the adolescent the wheat f r om t he 

chaff . 

The youth should be given opportunities to try the 

new power which is his . He should be trusted with responsi

bility and thereby gain confidence in this new self . He 

1 Grace Sloan Overton, "Youth in Quest" , p. 53- 54 l 
2 Dr . Charles Sheldon, "The Relig . Hunger of Youth",Govdhouse 

keeping , February, l9E6, p. 189. 
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should be given enough recognition to give him the 

that he is a part of this fastly-moving world . 

feeling I 

As the adolescent boy and girl emerge into a world of 

new experiences , they need to find somet hing to which they 

I may anchor . Thus , we have a great number of "conversions", 

or a definite tying up with the highest representative of 

which we know in the spiritual realm, and with that which 

stands for these spiritual values in this world--the church. 

The storage period should be of such a nature that there vli.l] 

be no viol ent changes in adolescence but merely a commitment 

of one ' s faculties to the higher way of life . The religious 

program should prov1de for this definite commitment . 

II. Middle Adolescence 

1. The Physical Factors . - The period of early adol

escence is one of chaos . Growth takes place more rapidly 

than the boy and girl can integrate the various aspects of 

their lives . Order must come out of chaos . The physical , 

mental, and social life ~ust be harmonized . Physical habits 

should have been formed before this period which should re

sult in a healthy body, capable of maintaini ng an emotional 

and moral balance . 

2 . The Mental Factors. - The bones and muscles having 

approximately reached their growth, more attention can now be 

given to mental development . In the previous period the pow~ 

ers of reasoning had begun to devel op but now the adolescent 

begins to think in earnest. Unless his questions were well 

met in early adolescence , this period is apt to be one of 
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considerable doubt, leadi ng to skepticism in the unguided 

youth. 

The senses are sharpened and hungrily awaiting the 

appropriate stimuli . His eyes are eager for new exper iences 

in the way of sights . The girl in particular becomes sensi- 1 

tive to color har monies and wants to change the furnishings 

of the home about . Both the boy and the girl crave sounds 

and are not always concerned that these be of the character 

most enjoyed by adult ears . "The eagerness of the muscles 

for action is the basis of interest in work and pl ay, amuse

ment and achievement. " Likewise, "The keenness of the sense 

for stimulation by light , color , sound, and touch is the 

basis of the sympathetic interest in art and nature and 

music; of the l ure of the street and dance hall; and of t he 

joy of caresses and the t ouch of silk f ine garments .nl 

I t is during this middle adol escent period that t he 

youth craves independence and f reedom. He feels himself an 

adult and desires the oppor t unity to conduct himsel f with 

the freedom of an adul t. 

This is the age of idealism. The boy and girl l ook 

out upon a world tremendously interesting . New experiences 

await them. Their veins are full of energy and ambition is 

at its height . They have not yet experienced enough hard 

knocks to make them cautious and afraid . "It is not strangeJ 

that so many of the world ' s great soldiers , reforners , 

prophets, poets, musicians , statesmen, have been YOONG men 

and women. 11 2 
1 Mary E. Moxcey, op . cit ., p . J 72 . 
2 Irving King , op . cit. , p . 107. 
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3. The Social Factors. - The interest in people 

awakened in the early adolescent broadens and becomes more 

intense in this period. He is exceedingly altruistic and 

would "lay down his life for a friend" . This is the age of 

romance. The disinterestedness felt toward members of the 

opposite sex is replaced by an experience we call "falling 

in love" . A common interest exists once more--that of home~ 

making. 

4 . Bearing of These Facts on Religious Education. -

Religion, particularly at this period of the youth' s life, 

should take into consideration all of the activities of his 

life if it is to do for him what it should. Personality is 

t aking a definite for~ at this time and is likely to be per

manent . The various aspects of his life must be bound to

gether around a common purpose and ideal. There is nothing 

that can do this as completely and satisfactorily as religior· 

w. C. Bower says , concerning the demands of the adolescent: 

n ••••• if the growing person is to have a complete and 
effective personality, there is need for the definite 
integration of all his impulses, habits , ideals and 
purposes into a consistent and coherent self. And 
if such an organized self is to be effective, the in
centive of conduct must be found in an intrinsic and 
adequate sanction •••••• 

"There are many factors that contribute to both inte
gration and sanction, but it appears there is no re
source for these ends comparable to religion, as 
religioh is coming to be vitally and functionally con
ceived. "l 

One of the outstanding needs of the youth during 

middle adolescence is a religion thorough and broad enough 

l W. C. Bower , flReligious Education in the Modern Churc~$ p~ 
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in its scope that it will serve as a center around which the 

permanent personality may be fo rmed . 

He must have abundant sensory·stimuli of the whole

some sort , of the type which does not cause him to lower his ! 

ideals to enjoy. He must have recreational life , but of the 

type in which his hi ghest aspirations will not have to be 

sacr ficed , and in which he may learn and practice high 

standar ds of moral conduct . He must realize now, if ever, 

that religion is not a compartment of life but that which 

conserves the highest values in all aspects of life . 

In this age of idealism, he must be exposed to the 

highest ideals and aspirations of people now livi ng and of 

great characters of the past , and most of all, to the prin

ciples of the Christian pattern--J'esus . 

The adolescent longs for varied and wide contacts 

with people. He desires friendship ardently . What better 

opportunity exists than to help the youth to catch a pic

ture of the pr oper r el ationship bet ween people in a Christia 

social order; to realize that to have a real friend means ont 

must put into his owp life thcs e qual ities which makes him 

worthy of friends . Irving King says concerni ng the youth of 

this age : 

"These years , with their development of a new sel fhood 
with their impulse for life and action, with their 
appreciations of friendship and their susceptibilit y 
to s·ocfal influences, and withal, their devotion to 
' causes ' and their impulse to serve, are sur ely the 
years above all others for moral training .nl 

1 Irving King , op . cit. , p . 210 



CHAPTER II 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EDUCATION AND RELIGION 

I. Early History of Education Leading to Secularization 

The early schools in this country were religious 

schools . Our forefathers conceived of education as that 

I which would enable them to read their Bibles and to lead a 

moral life • . The sole purpose of higher education was to 

I prepare young men for the ministry. Many of the leading 

universities were founded on this basis . 

About the year 1775 a very significant change began 

to take place in the school s of this country. The process ol 

secularization began. W. C. Bower in his book "Religious I 
I Education in the Modern Church"1 gives four reasons for this 

I secularization. 

I In the first place, the colonies had been gradually 

breaking away from European tradition. The great distance 

between the two continents , the difficulty of transportation, 

and the rise of new interests as the outgrowth of the attempt 

to adapt themselves to a new environment, all contributed to 

the growth of a civilization somewhat different from that of 

the Old Country. !he American Revolution was a crystalliza

tion of this spirit of freedom, resulting in a political 

lbreak with Europe. !his pulling away from the Old Country 

C 1 W. C. Bo-.,r, 11ReUg. ~':"-!~Be--~ Modern Church" , 
- 15 -



gave opportunity for the development of new ideas . The secu 

larization of education was one of them. 

Second, the natural expansion of business and com.mere 

created a need for broader education. Ken needed something 

besides knowledge of the Bible to get along in business . Th 

curriculum was therefore broadened to meet these rising need 

l and thus the distinction between secular and religious sub

jects arose . 

A third factor is to be found in the conditi ons ot 

frontier life . Individual families penetrated into the fron 

tier regions and lived isolated lives. The center of the Ne 

England town was the church and close beside it was the 

school . As isolated families penetrated into the lonely 

frontier t hey were cut off from the town with its religious 

school . As the regions filled up with.families they were 

!districted according to the natural contour of the community 

l and schools were established on the territorial basis . Thus 

the district school arose with secular rather than religious 

emphasis . 

The fourth raason for the secul arization of the 

American school was the sectarianism of the churches . The 

early colonizers were the dissenters , --those who insisted 

upon freedom of worship . They were no more able to agree 

amongst themselves then they were with the established churc 

~hich t hey had left. This freedom-loving spirit gave rise to 

the founding of a great number of different church groups . 

It became i ncreasingly difficult for the public school s to 



-1 -

teach religion when there were so many different brands of 

religion. The needs for secular living were one, but the 

religious needs were wide and varied, according to the number 

of religious groups represented in the community. 

It was because of these conditions that the religious 

and the secular tended to draw apart until by the end of the 

lrirst quarter of the ninteenth century there was a complete 

' separation of church and state in America. This separation 

does not mean, however, the separation of education from 

religion. As long as teachers are religious and as long as 

religion is a part of lite, the two 

II. Changing Concepts 

The old education with its 

cannot be separated . l 
in Education 

emphasis upon the discipli e 

of the mind has given way to a new education emphasizi ng con

duct. Education is not a matter of teaching certain subjects 

but aims at "social adjustment and social efficiencyn . l The 

educated man is not known by. the amount of knowl edge he 

possesses but by his ability to adapt himself to his environ-

ent . Education is not concerned merely with the mind as was 

formerly supposed but with the whole person. 

Dr. Thomas Briggs says , "The first duty of education 

is to teach people to do better the desirable things that 

they are going to do anyway. Another duty is t.o reveal 

1gher types of activities and to make them both desired and 

o an extent possible . "2 The emphasis here seems to be on 

George Coe, "A Social Theory of Rel. Educ.", p. 16. 
Harry C. McKown, "Extra-Curricular Activitfes" • 1 . 



doing. 

John Dewey in "My Pedagogic Creed" says , nr believe

that all education proceeds by the participation of the in

dividual in the social consciousness of the race.n1 This 

would indicate that true education touches every phase of 

life for "participation ••• in the social consciousness of the 

race" cannot take place without involving everything, whethe 

mental, physical , social, or spiritual, that affects human 

behaviour and thought. 

Professor Dewey further states, ~ •••• the only true 

education comes through the stimulation of the child ' s pow

ers by the demands of the social situations in which he finds 

himself" . 1 Not in an environment removed from life but 1n 

actual life situations will the child become truly educated. 

Kilpatrick says: "Democracy demands a respect for 

!personality and a wil lingness to cooperate for the common 

good--both qualities for some reasons now i ncreasingly harder 

to get . The school the~ in a way and to a degree hitherto 

not known must stress a dynamic and social strength of char

'acter. "~ 

In this connection, Dr. Rufus Jones in discussing th-e 

lnew emphasis of education says: "All education, however much 

its final aim may bear on preparation for a profession, or fo 

technical tasks, must be equally concerned with the foundatio 

'of ideals of life, with the building of character and w1 th th 

John Dewey, nMy Pedagogic Creed" p. 3 r 
William Heard Kilpatrick, "Education for a Changing World" J 

p. 110 
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adJustment of the individual to the larger groups to which 

he belongs . To ignore that side of life is to defy the 

structural laws of the world." 
1 

w. Q. sower speaks of education as "creating attitude, 

points of view, and habits of thought that together consti

tute national types . "2 

The first sentence of "The Report of the Commission 

on the Reorganization of Secondary Education" (as pointed out 

by Chas.~. Rugh in a magazine article) in 1918 is as follows ; 

' Secondary education should be determined by the needs of so

ciety to be served, the character of the individual to be 

educated, and the knowledge of educational theory and practice 
3 available." Under the ~eading, "The Main ObJectives of 

Education," the report names seven. They are: (1) Health 

(2) Command of fundamental processes (3) Worthy home member

ship (4) Vocation (5) Citizenship (6) Worthy use of leisure 

(7) Ethical Character. In commenting upon these objectives , 

the report says concerning the seventh: "In a democratic so

ciety ethical character becomes paramount among objectives. "4 

In this art±~le Mr . Rugh stresses the importance of 

religion in the educative process . He says: 

"The present emergencz is not so much the problem of 
getting something called ' religion' or ' religious in
struction ' or even ' religious education ' into the 
schools, as it is the problem of working out how boys 
and girls are to become educated 1n the true and 

1 Rufus M. Jones , "A Preface to a Christian Faith in 
a New Afe," p. 180. 

W. C. !ower, op . cit., p. 9. 
3 Chas . E. Rugh, ,,Educ. Challenges the Church," Relig . 

EDuc., October~ 1928, p . 7 38. ~ I bi d . 



complete sense . The public school men have said, 
' No greater task rests upon the secondary schools 
than to help its pupils to find their God.' Since I 
they are uncertain as to how this ' greatest task ' is , 
to be accomplished, it is up to the religious educa- I 
tors to show them how, and if they do not know how, 
to set about either showing the falseness of their 
view or f i nding out how this problem is to be solved. 
This i s the new emergency in religious education."! 

The school is better situated than any other insti -

tution to deal with the child' s life as a whole . 

"No agency today," says Carleton Washburne, Superin

tendent of Schools , Winnetka, Illinois, "has so great and 

widespr ead a potentiality for character building as have the 

public schools . They alone act upon mankind as a whole in 

the most formative period of its life . They alone have the 

power to organize systematically, day in and day out, year in 

and year out, the activities and the environment of all the 

children. n2 

At the meeting in 1929 , the National Education 

Association adopted the report of its Commission on Secondary 

Education which set the following as goals of all education: 

"(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To promote the development and understanding of 
an adequate evaluation of self . 
To promote the devel opment and understanding and 
appreciation of the world of nature . 
To promote the development and understandi ng of 
the force of law and of love that is operating 
universally, or as it is later defined, God .n3 

The first of these goals , that of promoting the dev-

elopment and understanding of self is emphasized by Hughes 

Mearns: "The new education become simply, then the wise 

1Ibid. p . 741 
2Carleton Washburnei "Responsibility of the School in a Progr 

of Cha:-acter Bui ding" , Rel . Educ ., J anuar , 1931, p. 61. 
• , '-'fhe--Bream Power of , • 



guidance of enormously important native power s . For cen

turies we adults have demanded that youth shal l fashion it

self in our i mage; so the business of education in the past 

!has been largely the persecuti ng of the unbeliever ; and the 

beautiful religion of the chil d, which some of us believe to 

be the true faith, has been destroyed , its temples sacked. "l 

In the New York Times for April 2 , 1933, we find 

these headlines to a write-up of the third annual city-wide 

conference of the Association of J unior High School Teachers : 

haracter Urged as Aim of Schools - 1900 Secondary Teachers 

Are War ned Recital of Facts I s Not Basic Purpose - Seek 

Better Citizenship - E. R. Maguir e Says Creation of Life 

Habits Is First Duty in·Junior High ." 

This news item gives some of the most significant 

statements of the conference, as follows : 

"We are confronted with the problem of changing oupils 
into people , 11 Ed,var d R. Maguire , president of t he 
Association, said . 

"We get them i n the adolescent, formative period, " he 
continues , "when they are meeti ng f or the fir st time 
problems of social , economic, and ethical behavior . 

110ur task it is to adjust them to life r ather than t o 
attempt to give them specific facts they have hither
to not known. I t is our job to make of them valued 
citizens . We adjust their thoughts , their mi nds , and 
their behaviour . Our job is not as simple as teach
ing facts .'" 

"Eugene A. Colligan, Associate Supt . of Schools , de
clared it was the task of educators ' to give to each 
individual certain fundamental knowledge and to dev
elop in him those skills , attitudes and appr eciations 
that make for vital, v.ocational, avocational , civic , 
social , and moral efficiency. ' " 

1 Hughes Mearns , "Creative Youth", p. 28 . 



Mr . Colligan .further states: 

"Human beings are not merely so much matter to be 
fused and molded 1n a common pattern. The diversi 
fications of interests , of fields of endeavor , of 
varied callings or pursuits or occupations which are 
a large part of the richness of life , indicate the 
variety of talents and or opportunities for the exer 
else of talents that are afforded by the scheme of 
things we call society." 

"Benjamin Veit , district su~erintendent in charge of , 
junior high school s emphasized the need to develop 
' health, char acter , right living and citizenship ' in' 
children at a time which he said had

1
been called 

•an era of bankr upt soci al order . t u 

III . Changing Concepts of Religion 

"The Protestant Church came into existence as a pro

test against spiritual deadness , moral corruption, and decay 

in reli gion.n2 This accounts largely for its evangelistic I 

method. The problem of that day was to reach the adult s and l 

to introduce them to the new and living religion. The evan

gelistic method was the most obvious and easy. It was a 

very r apid method of propagating a new faith and the most 

economical financially. 

It is becoming evident today that evangelism does no 

produce the best results . Walter Albion Squires has gathere 

figures showing that eighty-seven percent . of the converts o 

revivals fall away in five years .3 "The Reverend Chas . 

Stetzle has recently made public the experiences of·a large 

number of American evangelists , showing that ther e is no 

longer much call or much f inancial reward for their services n4 

l Sunday New York Times , April 2, 1933, p . 1, Sec. 2 . 
2 George Herbert Betts, "The New Program of Rel. Educ .", 
3 c. A. Hauser , "Latent Religious Resources in Pub. Sch. 

• I 4 Paul Hut chin son , "World Revolution and Relig. 11 9. 150 
idut:" 
(o.t7 



This evidence of the breakdown of evangelism is 

turning the attention of our thinking educators and minister 

to religious education. Evangelism should not be necessary 

they maintain. On this subject Betts says that religious 

education today "seeks to save the need for a reclamatory 

conversion and in its stead substitute a gradual and natural 

spiritual growth in the course of which, at the proper age, 

the child will make a per sonal decision and acceptance of 

the Christian way in which he has from the beginning been 

led. "l Dr. Betts suggests further that modern religious 

education is not so much interested in original sin as in 

original nature. All of the laws of psychology are being 

enlisted in the program of building the spiritual life as 

well as in the education of the mind. The building of this 

spiritual life cannot be described in terms of a specific 

act any more accurate~y than can the training of the mi nd . 

11Make religion an integral part of the child ' s education 

throughout the whole pe.r.tod of this plastic development . 

Build religious concepts, attitudes, and habits into the ex

panding life f r om th& first, so that they may become an in

separable part of its structure.n2 

The Protestant church in the past has laid a great 

deal of stress upon indoctrination . This emphasis upon the 

believing of certain things has given way to a social gos

pel with the chief emphasis upon being and doing. On this 

point Mr . Bower says, "To the extent that any church con-

Ir Geo . H. Betts , op. cit . , pp . 39-40 
2 Ibi , o . 49 .~~-~ 
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sum.es its interest and energy with controversy over doc

trinaire religion, lethar gically slips along the grooves of 

liturgical habit, or exhausts its spiritual resources in t he 

routine manipulation of the mechanics of organization, its 

influence upon the religious education of growing Christians 

will be deadly.nl 

says: 

Concerning the social nature of religion, Mr . Bower 

n •••••••• Jesus set the self in a social r elation to 
God as the Supreme Person, and in a social r elation 
to one's fellows as persons . The qualities of the 
Christian life a s set forth by him in the gospels 
are all to be interpreted in the light of these 
social bonds that unite his group , the deepest sig
nificance of which is to be found in the fact that 
God is the group ' s Supreme member .n2 

Reinhold Niebuhr brings out the idea tbat the very 

existence of religion itself depends upon its social emphasis . 

He says: 
"Religion is dying in modern civilization not only 
because it has not yet been able to restate its 
affirmation so that they will be consistent with 
scientific fact , but also because it has not been 
able to make its ethical and social resources avail
able for the solution of the moral problems of 
modern civilization. 113 

Quoting Paul £utchinson from his r ecent book, "Worldl 

Revol ution and Religion": 

"If the organized r e ligion of modern life is to mean 
anything to masses of our fellows , it must walk 
straight into the jaws of this insensible, remorse- I · 
less, ceaselessly gri nding industrial machine, out of 
which our greed extracts its profits, arid wrest from l 
it the majesty and supreme worth of the common man."f 

I I W. C. Bower, op . cit. , p. 162. 
Ibid., p . 159 . 

3 Reinhol d Niebuhr , "Does Civilization Need Religion", p. 22 . 
[__4 Paul Hutchinson, op. cit., P_:_ 185 __ · ~~~~~~~~~~~___. 
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A. Eustace Haydon emphasizes this same "this-worldly 

phase of modern r eligion. He says : 

"The modern ideal of the good life must be social and 
inclusive in an entirely this- worldly sense. It is 
encouraging, therefore, and of deep significance to 
religion, that a common refrain runs through the 
writings of modern thinkers . The notes of the melod 
are freedom, democratic oppor tunity, cooperating 
individualism, meliorism, internationalism.nl 

As one becomes familiar with current thought in rega d 

to religion, it is not difficult to see that the trend is 

toward that which permeates into every phase of life and tha 

which seeks to bring about a social order that might wel l be 

called the "democracy of God . " 

IV. Interdependence of Religion and Education 

1 . Religion and.Education One in Purpose. - It seems 

that the purposes of education and r el igion are practically 

synonymous . Education has been defined as that which "pre

pares for citizenship in a democracyn . Religious education 

goes one step fur ther and describes religion as that which 

prepares one for the democracy of God . Dr . George Coe gives 

the aim of Christian education as : "Growth of the young 

toward and into matu~e and efficient devotion to the demo

cracy of God, and happy self-realization therein.n2 

Modern secular education and modern r eligious educa

tion are one. The purpose of one cannot be fulfilled with

out the other . We cannot prepare citizens to live in a 

democracy without religion. In the list of nstandards for 

.Judging the Material and Method of Religious Education" , 

1 A. Eustace Haydon, 11The Quept. of •the .A,g~sn~., ffi .: 169··70 . 
2 George Coe, "Social Theocy_ qf Religiqu~. ~du_gati'oh.!!_,_p . 55 . 
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adopted by the Education Commission of the International 

Sunday School Council of Religious Education, Dr . A. Duncan 

Yocum, who formulated these Standards, says : nnemoeraey in 

its more fundamental aspec·ts has directly sprung from 

Christianity, and must look to Christianity for a large part 

of teaching necessary to make completer democracy the solu

tion of social problems and a dominating force in individual 

conduct . nl 

Concerni ng the "close r elationship that exists be

tween general and religious education" , Mr . Hauser says : 

"As it is the same brain with which we study mathe
matics or the Bible so it is also the same brain tba 
applies the knowledge thus acquired, whether it bet 
build a house or to put into practice the virtues of 
honesty, and t~ all around square deal in buildi ng 

1 that house . And the stimulus varies in each case , s~ 
does the corresponding motor response; but it is the 
same mental machinery that is involved in both oper
ations . It is worse than f ool ish to attempt to dis
rupt personality by separating general experience 
from religious experience .n2 

Much the same view is expressed by Roy G. Bose of 

Cal ifornia Christian College: "The child is a unit . His he d 

cannot be sent to school , his body to the pl aygr ound and his 

soul to church. He takes his entire self with him in a.11 hi 

expl or ations of life . n3 

This whol e move to socialize r eligion and make it 

permeate all aspects of life ver y naturally ties up the 

religious and the secular . The new move in education which 

aims at the complete socialization of the child involves the J 

le. A. Hau ser, op . cit . , p . 59 . 
2Ibia., p. 51. 
3Roy G. Bose, "Measuring Religious Edu 
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creation of proper religious attitudes. Whereas the early 

conception of education and religion tended to separate the 

two , the new purposes and ideals tend to bri ng them together 

This point is further stressed by w. C. Bower: 

" •••• •••• religion cannot be successfully taught apartl 
from the experiences that constitute the round of 
daily life. In so far as JUblic education and relig -
ous education address themselves to the vital and 
iresent issues of life, they are dealing with the 
child ' s total exp~rience from different viewpoints . 
When both types of education find their focus in re 
life--in experience--to that degree they become in
separable. nl 

Much the same opinion is expressed by W. A. Har per , 

President of Elon College, North Carolina. In a discussion 

of the rel ationship of character education and publi c educa- l 

tion he says : 

"It is manifestly impossible, therefore , to separ ate 
education and religion if we expect to r educe the 
highest type of character . As the J erusalem Missiont 
ary Conference said, ' Educati on without r eli gion is i 
a contradiction in t er ms . ' It certai nly i s unless 
the psychological view that the mind reacts as a uni 
to every situation or experience and unless also the 
view that the religious ~uali ty permeates the entirel 
vital process a r e entirely mist aken . Wherever per
sonal forces , therefore, are oresent , religious 
values are involved and that means every experience 
which living human beings bave . "2 I 
President Harner concludes his discussion of the plaf e 

of r eligion in education thus : 

1 w. c. 
2 W. A. 

"I t hink we may, therefore , concl ude with Dr . Charles 
E. Raven, Canon of Liverpool and Chaplain to the Kin , 
in bis book , ' Christ and Modern Education', that 
' unless education fosters the appreciati on of aesthe i c 
intellectual, and moral values , satisfies man' s as
pirations after eter nal reality, and enables him to 
fashion bis whole relationshi --physical , social , 
spiritual--into a coherent unit1, it fails , l 

Bower , op . cit ., o. 217 . J an. 1931, p . 10- 11. 
Harper , "Place of Relig . in Educ ." , Religious Educati 
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and religion alone among man' s interests is con
cerned with these things and can claim to achieve 
them. nl 

2. Teaching of Morals Involves Religion. - A com

plete education involves moral training . William James sa~s 

"Education cannot be better described than by calli ng it the 

organization of acquired habits of conduct and tendencies to 

behaViour .n2 Herbert Spencer says: "To pr epare us for com

plete living is the function which education has to dis

cbarge. n2 

Both of these conceptions of education and those 

given in the preceding section i nvol ve thorough moral train

ing . While there is little question concerning the necess

ity of moral education as a part of the general educational 

program, there is some dispute as to the necessity of the inl 

clusion of religion in that program. 

James J. Davis , in a magazine article entitled, 

ffReligion in Education" , makes a plea for "a conception of 

educat ion large enough t o. take int o itself everything that 

deeuens the bu.man consciousness, that inspires t he bu.man sou, 

and gives one a vision of the eternities. This , a moral 

education, to use the word in its highest sense , will do . 

every historian can show, morals divorced from reli gion are I 
sorry affairs without any point .n3 J 

W. C. Bower also points out the impossibility of com 

plete characte r educat ion without rel.igion in the following: I 
"Nata few of the most careful students of education are con-

3 Jb~~s· J7 s:~I~~ w~~11~fg~cin1id~~~itontnd Moaals" (Notes) 1 . ]8 

1927 , p .. 284 . 
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vinced that an effective morality and social $Olidarity cann t 

be guaranteed without r eli gion. "1 

On this subject Mr . Hauser says: nBut such motivati n 

seeks merely to relate the child to high ideals and outstand 

ing human personali ties , the best of whom are imperfect 

models . Now this t ype of motivation is not suffici ent to 

produce the kind of behaviour the world needs to carry on 

today . There is a higher type of motivation, the religious, 

and we must not be content with the good , when there is a 

better and a best . "2 

Abba Hillel Silver in his recent book, "The Role of 

Religi on in a Changing World~" stresses the necessity of a 

motive power in education. He says: 

nrntelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus char
acter- - that is the goal of true education. To in
tegrate human life around central , focusing ideals , 
and to supply the motive power as well as the tech
nique for att aining these ideals--that is the highest 
effort of education . The complete education gives us 
not only a critical faculty for precise judgment , but 
also profound sympatbies w~th which to t emper the 
asperity of our Judgments , not only a quickened i magi -
ation, but also ·an enkindling enthusiasm for the obje t s 
of our imagination. It is not enough to know truth. 
We must love truth and sacrifice for it. It is not 
enough to be qtj.ick of perception. We must be quick 
to respond to the appeal of human loyalties. Our liv,s 
need much more than a precise, eager and powerful I 
int ellect. They need not only knowledge which is 
power, but wisdom which is control . They need not 
only truth which is light , but goodness whi~h is 
warmth. They need love and loyalties and the lif t of 
aspirations . They need charm and di gnity and a splen 
did restraint . They need quietness and peace and 
kindly human contacts . The broad education will, 
therefore, transmit to us not only the accumulated 

! W. C. Bower , op. cit., p. 212. 
C. A. Hauser, op . cit., p . 53 . 
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knowledge of the race, but also the accumulated 
experiences of social living . It will translate 
truth into a way of life. It will educate us for the I 
good life.nl 

This discussion may well be concluded with the words 

of Harry Emerson Fosdick: "So far from being satisfied, 

therefore , with the present slogan, Separate morals f r om 

religion 1 we are sure that the need today is another slogan 

altogether: Seek a total ~ttitude toward life that wi ll at 

once be good religion and good morals. n2 

* * * 
There seems to be today a wide gulf bet ween public 

school and church school t eaching . This produces a corres

pondi ng gulf in the thinking processes of the pupil . As was 

pointed out in the preceding chapter , one of the chief needs 

of the adolescent is that his personality become integra ted-- 1 

that his life be not a series of compartments , but a harmon

ious whole. It was also shown that the adolescent period is 

characterized by r el i gious longings and yearnings. This gulf 

between secular teaching and religious teaching , then, it 

would seem, becomes particularly serious in adolescence when 

complete integration should take pl ace . 

Several solutions have been advanced and some notable 

steps have been taken in the direction of cooperation be

tween secular and religious education. These efforts are the 

1subject for discussion 1n the next chapter . 
, ____ ...,,. 

lAbbalii.ll.el Silver, mThe Role of Religion in a Cheng 
ing World t ll pp. 172-3 

2 Harry Emerson Fosdick, •As I See Religion,~ p. 172 

--------



CHAPTER III 

EFFORTS OF THE CHURCH AND SCHOOL TO BRIDGE THE GAP 

The conviction that unless education and religion 

are closely united neither will be effective has become wide

spr ead and we are today wi-tnessing the beginnings of a move

ment toward closer cooperati on between secular and religious 

agencies. It is becoming clear that both r eli gion and educa

tion have suffer ed as a result of separation and it is now 

time that something be done to bridge this gap so that the 

ai ms of both religion an.d education may be r ealized--the 

j training for complete living. In or der to make this adjust

ment, both the church and the school are modifying their 

pr ogr ams. We shall first consider the effort of the church 

to meet this need. 

I. Efforts of the Church 

Religious education in the last decade has been 

moved from the margin of the church program to the cent.er . 

Evangelism is not enough. If Christian character is to be 

built; if religion is to permeate all activities of life; 

religious education is indispensable. 

Extension of public education in America is making 

possible college education for all. One fourth of the church's 

constituency among young people are at the educational 

I level indicated ey high school graduation, 

- 31 - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This pl aces an 



- 3~"---------------~ 
..__a_d_d_e_d_ r_e_s_p_on- s-ib_i_l_i_ty __ u_p_o_n_ t ...=..,he church, that of placing relig_l 

ious education on the same high plane with secular education~ 

A young person, accustomed to the best twentieth century 

methods and knowledge in the secular world will not readily 

respond to nineteenth century or eighteenth century methods 

and concepti ons in r el igious education. 

l. International Training Courses. - Considerable 

effort has been made by the International Council of Relig

ious Education to place the educational work of the church 

on a higher, more standar dized, level. The special Committe 

on Leader ship Training has approved for experimental use a 

set of s t andar ds as a basis for the accredi ting of church 

school teachers. 

The International Council has begun the program of 

training for leadership at the age level where vocational 

and avocational choices are being made by projecting a High 

School Leadership Training Curriculum. Two courses of an 

intr oductory character have been used experiment al ly . One, 

"Life in the Growing", deals with the fundamental processes 

by which character develops. The other , "The Science of 

Leadership", deals with the fundamental principles of leader 

ship. Other similar courses of an introductory character ar 

being projected. 

A standard program of training on approximately a 

junior college level has been worked out by the cooperating 

Protestant churches. This program is worked out on the 
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basis of units of not less than fifty minute periods. ~ 
Twelve mits are required for the denominational and Inter- I 
national diploma. Sixty-six courses have been projected in 

this curriculum. nFor the diploma six general courses , cov

ering the nature of the pupil , the principles of teaching 

the Old Testament and New Testament, the message and progres 

of the Christian religion, and the teaching work of the chur~h, 

are required . In addition, three courses may be elected fre~

ly from a r ange of courses , according to the specialized 

interests and needs of the student. Instructors for these 

courses as well as the textbooks used must be approved by 

the denominations and, if International credit is sought, by 

the International Counc11.n1 

In response to the newer demands for leadership in 

r eligious education, an increasing number of colleges are 

establishing professorships or depar tments of religious 

education • ..In some of these colleges it is possible to tak 

a major toward the A. B .• degree in religious education. 

One ot the newest and most important trends in 

seminary and university education has been the establishing 

of departments of religious education on the same level as 

other departments offering graduate study for the higher 

degrees. It is possible in the more progressive seminaries 

to receive some fundamental training 1n the theory and 

practice of religious education. 

l W. c. Bower, op. c1t., p. 90. 
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2. Extra-Church Activities. - The chief purpose 

the extra-church activities is to build character in the 

adolescent boy and girl through directed and organized play , I 

tmder wholesome guidance . 

a . Boy Scouts 

The purpose and spirit of the Boy Scout movement 

can best be expressed 1n a quotation from "Community Boy 

Leadership": 

UThe Boy Scout movement is a program of character 
building, of citizen development, leisure-time 
activities for boys . It is educational as well as 
recreational . It is vocationally purposeful . Its 
tasks are within a lad' s r each and his progress at 
once challenges him though going at his own rate of 
speed. It is concerned w1 th a lad' s health and it 
prepares him to be resourceful in the out-of- doors . I 
It trains the lad to accept responsibility not only 
tor the ass!~ed t ask eut tor the W1expected emer-

1 

gency . It brings the spiri.t ot the Good Turn . nl 

Although the movement is only a few years old, it if 
now f'ound in nearly every country in the world . It was in- 1 

traduced into the United States twenty-one years ago and 

there are now over 100, 000 adult volmiteer scout workers and 

well over half a million scouts enrolled in it. 

The working unit of Scouting is the Troop, which is 

made up of not more than four Patrols each of which is com

posed of eight boys , including a Patrol Leader and an 

Assistant Patrol Leader . The Scout Master is the leader of 

the troop. He is a man at least twenty-one years of age, 

chosen because of his good moral character and his interest 

_an_d_a_b_1_1_1_ty __ 1n_ b_o_.,._'_s_w_o_rk_. -------------' 
1 Harry C. McKown, "Extra-Curr. Activities" , p. 494. =-==-i 

I 
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"There are three basic ranks in scouting--Tenderfoot, 

Second Class , and First Class , each of which has its appro

pr iate work, activities , symbols , insignia, awards , and 

honor s . When the scout has accomplished these r anks he may 

continue by winning Merit Badges and the winning of certain 

numbers and types of these badges entitles him to further 

r ank and honor as Life , Star, and Eagle Scout. nl 

The Scout Oath: 

On Uy Honor I Will Do My Best 

1. To do my duty to God and my country , and to 
obey the scout law. 

2 . To help other people at all times. 

3. To keep myself physically strong, mentall y 
awake, and morall y straight . 

The Scout Law: 

1 . A Scout is t r ustworthy 
2. A Scout is l oyal 
3. A Scout is hel pful 
4 . A Scout is friendly 
5. A Scout is courteous 
6. A Scout is kind 
7 . A SCQu~is pbedient 
a. A Scout is cheerful 
9. A Scout is thrifty 

10 . A Scout is brave 
11. A Scout is clean 
12. A Scout is reverent 

"The scout program is educa tionally sotm.d. In the 

first place, its activities appeal to the- boy; in the second 

place, it capitalizes the ' gang instinct ' by its organiza-. 
tion; in the third place its activities are standardized 

with regular advancements and definite requirements for et ch 

rank; in the fourth place, its activities dove-tail with its 

1 Ibidu p, 4~~ 
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ideals; and in the fifth place, the supervision is in the 

hands of male , adult volunteer leaders . nl 

The Boy Scout movement may either oper ate in connec+ 

tion with the school or the church. In most instances, how- I 

ever, the troops are organized from young people within the 

church and under direct church supervision. 

b . Girl Scout s 

The Girl Scouts is a movement simil ar in many re

spects to Boy Scouts . It originated and devel oped in Eng

land and was br ought over to this country in 1912. The move 

ment has developed until 1n 1925 there were enrol led 

120, 000 Girl Scouts and 3, 500 Brownies (junior organization) 

supervised by 10, 000 commissioned officers. 

"The purpose of Girl Scouts is to occupy the mind an 

time of the adolescent girl by teaching her thrqugh pl ay t he 

elements of home making , of bui l ding a s t r ong body , and of 

becoming a good citizen . n 2 

The pl an of organization is much the same as that 

of the Boy Scouts. 

1 

The Motto : Be pr epar ed. 

The Slogan: Do a good turn dai l y . 

Pledge: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of Ameri ca and to the 
Republic for which it stands; one nation 
'indivisi ble, wi~ liber ty and j ustice for 
all . 

The Promise : On my honor I will try 

, p. 501 

To do my duty to God and my country
;g g-s~ i~~eSc8n£Pt iwit all time s 

2. I bj a.,. p. 501 . 
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Scout Laws : 

1 . A Girl Scout ' s honor is to be trusted 
2. A Girl Scout is li,yal 
3. A Girl Scout ' s duty is to be usef ul and to help 

other s 
4. A Girl Scout is a friend to all and a sis ter to 

every other girl scout 
5 . A Girl Scout is courteous 
6. A Girl Scout is a friend to ani mal s 
7 . A Girl Scout obeys orders 
8 . A Girl Scout is cheer ful 
9 . A Girl Scout is t hrifty 

10 . A Girl Scout is clean in t hought, wor d, and dee 

The Girl Scout movement, as the Boy Scout, is usu

ally affiliated with the Christian church alt hough 1n some 

localities troops are under the direct super vision of the 

school. 

~. Camp Fire Gir ls 

Another great char acter building agency for adol

escent girls is the Camp Fire . The purpose of the Camp Fire 

is "To f i nd r omance, beauty , and adventure 1n the everyday 

thing s of life. " 1 

The method of this organization is much the same a 

that of the two or gani zations discussed in the foregoing 

sections, --that of doing. "Its basis is 1n learning , but 

its met hod is one which emphasizes habit buildi ng through 

action. The thr ee r anks of Camp Fire, the use of few re

quired and many elective ' honors ', the awarding of beads fo 

work wel l done , the use of a variety of activities , its 

symbol ism, and the fact tba t it is a nati onal organization

all help to make it attractive to the adol escent gir1.n2 

2 Ibid., p . 506 
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"Symbolism gives the color and desi gn to Camp Fire. 

It is founded on Indian symbolism but this has been expande 

and beautifi ed. Each girl finds a name for herself which 

expresses her ideal or ambition. She chooses and designs a 

symbol which she works into her headband. She weaves her I 
deeds, desires , and dr eams into more symbol s on her ceremon-1 

ial gown. In short, she tries to expr ess herself in and 

through the actiTities of Camp Fire.nl 

The basic organization is the Camp Fire or local 

unit composed of from six to t wenty girls over eleven years 
I of age, supervised by the Guardian , a woman at least eighteen 

years of age. This tmit holds a charter from National Head- , 

quarters and has a dir ect relati onship to it. 

The fotmdation of the Ca.mp Fire is the home . Fire, 

the symbol of the hearth and home ,,appears 1n the name of the 

organization and forms the center about which the meetings 

are held. More than seven hundred 'honors' are listed 1n 

the Camp Fire Girl ' s Manual and a11 of these pertain to the 

activities in or about the home. 

Slogan: "Give Service" 

Law: The Law of the Camp Fire is 

1 . Seek Beauty 
·.2 . Give Service 
3 . Pursue Knowledge 
4. Be t rustworthy 
5. Rol d on to Health 
6. Glorify Work 
7. Be Happy 

I l Ibid,, p. 506. 
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Watch Word: 11Wohelo" made f r om the first taQ letter s 
of the words "work," "health." and 
"love . " 

This organization is usuall y af f i l i ated with the 

church but sometimes is found under school supervision. 

3 . Handicaps of the Church in Religious Educat i on.

a . Problem of Financi al Remuner ation 

The church i s beginning to face the problem of the 

financial r emuneration of its supervisi ng and t eaching s taff. 

Prepar ation ent ail s the expenditure of time and money . A 

professional spirit in any line of work depends in part upon 

the devotion of one ' s entire time and energy to his chosen 

vocat i on. It is quite apparent that dif ficulties arise 1n 

hol ding teacher s responsible without some form of r emuner

ation. If the publi c schools were compell ed to rely upon 

volunteer service it is not difficult to i magine the result . 

It is difficult to demand speci fi c pr epar ation of t eachers 

who are giving thei r services w1 thout pay. They are of'ten 

sensitive in regard to the meeting of set standards . This 

can only be r emedi ed as the church el evates the t ask to one 

of professional service . Onl y then can there be insistence 

upon meeting of defini te st andar ds. In some instances this 

is being done. 

b . Lack of Adequate Equipment 

Ther e is a wide dirfer ence bet ween the facilities o 

the aver age church and those ot the average public school. 

A great many or our churches are built for the adult rather 

than for the child. Kost of the building space is gi ven 
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over to a huge auditorium and the chil dren are crowded into 

inadequate Stmday School rooms. The newer, more progressive 

churches are constructing church buildings in which the new 

program of religious education can be efficiently carried 

out but the majority of churches today are still facing the 

handicap of improper building conditions which makes it al

most impossible to put on an efficient and up-to-date educa

tional program. 

It is difficult, and in some cases impossible , for 

the church to compete with the schools in general equipment . 

The chil d in the public school has a splendid blackboard wi t 

which to work. In the church school , if there is a black

board at all it is likely to be of a much inferior type. 

This is usually the case with other facilities. The equip

ment for seating is often not of a type to inspire high 

grade work. Because of interior working materials the work 

done is apt to compare unfavor abl y with that or the public 

schools. 

a. Lack of Authority in the Church School 

Disciplinary problems arise . This is due, in part, ! 

to untrained, inexperienced teachers. Even the good teacher 

often fails for she does not have authority back of her. 

The public school teacher is backed by the state and the 

enforcement o! discipline becomes much more simple. 

The attendance of the pupil in the church school is 

entirely voluntary, as wel l a s that of the teacher. This 

has an important bearing upon the quali ty of work done . 
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II. Efforts of the School 

1 . Char acter Education Through the Curriculum. -

The opening of the present century marked the beginning of a 

distinct movement towar d emphasis on the ethical aims of 

education . Interest in char acter educati on in the schools 

bas been gaining momentum in the last decade. 

The Char acter Education Institute, with headquart er 

at Washingt on, D. C., under the direct i on of Milton Fairchil , 

has carried on very extensive s tudi es and awakened a good 

Ideal of interest in the movement . Courses in methods of 

pupil adjustment and social guidance in Teachers Colleges an 

Schools of Education have been established. Some of our 

larger cities have designed det ailed plans for char acter 

education. 

In many instances, definite courses are offered dea -

ing with character education as a whol e, or with some phase 

of the subject . Kore important t han the offering of def init 

courses is the uti l i zation of the r egular school curriculum. 

In r ecent years subject mat ter that bas et hical value has 

been increasingly utilized and new material s have been broug t 

into the courses to replace the less ethically valuable. 

Teachers with a broad insight into life and the 

true meaning of education find abundant opportunity for char 

acter education and the instilling of broad r eligious prin

ciples , in the courses t hey teach. For example , literature 

may be taught as representing "the human t hought lite of t he 



world in its loftiest and noblest form . nl I t may be pointed 

out in an ind:b:ect way that these great literary pr oductions 

represent the thought of God expressed t hrough the mind of 

man . Great lives 1n literature f urni sh splendid examples of 

conduct if rightly presented by the instructor. 

History can be taught as a mere r ecord of past 

events . The teacher interested 1n moral education, however, 

sees in it numer ous opportunities for character t r aining . 

She i s not so much int er ested in the facts of his tory a s in 

the conclusions the pupil draws from them and the use he 

makes of them. She conceiv es of history as being ffthe recor~ 

of God ' s activity in r elation to the deeds of men. "2 There 

is no better way to s t udy t he ultimate results of the good 

and bad deeds of men than to study history intelligently . 

The true -teacher of the natural sciences helps the 

student not only "discover the phenomena discernible in the 

material universe" and int er pr et these f acts 1n terms ot 

natural law, but seeks to bring t hem in r el ati on to God, th 

Kaker of the universe . A r ever ent understanding of the 

world in which one lives has a defini te r el ationship to 

attit ude towar d and behavior 1n that world . 

The social sciences offer particular ly valuable 

oppor tt.mities for character education . The fundamental aim 

of the public school is to make good citizens. The most 

direct means of accomplishing this purpose i s by means of 

1 C. A. Hauser, op . cit . , p . 124. 
2 Ibid., p . 143. ---.-----------------
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Civics . In this course we have the study of the fundamental 

civic virtues . These virtues are found among the list of t he 

Christian ~irtues , essential both to the individual and soc

ial liVing of the highest order. The teacher of the social 

sciences devoted to the true purposes of education realizes 

that a true democracy :ls a Christian democracy. 

Not only in subjects dealing with the intellectual 

and vol! tional side of education do we find opportunity for I 
moral training, but also 1n those dealing with the emotional 

life. As the child learns to appr eciate the beautif'ul in 

art and music , he consciously or unconsciously learns to 

appreciate the beautiful 1n human conduct. There is a direc~ 

relationship between the experience of beauty and the exper-1 

1 ence of God . 

These are only exampl es of what may be done 1n the 

way of character education 1n the school curriculum. Prac

tical ly all courses offered in the public schools have abun

dant opporttn'lities for such moral training . 

2 . Place of t he Tea cher in Character Training. -

One or the most important aspects of the character 

education program 1n the school is the personality of the 

teacher . What she is as well as what she teaches is indel

ibly stamped upon the mind of the child. One of the best, 

(if not the best) opport1.mities tor character building in 

the publi c schools lies in the contact the pupil may have 

with a teacher of high moral ideals and conduct. 



We call this a Chr ist ian nation. We aspire to the 

ideals of a Christian democracy . The public school is the 

accepted agency thr ough which education for living in a dem-

i ocr acy is to be brought about . This cannot be accomplished j 
by i rrel igi ous teachers . Whil e religion proper is not t o be 

taught in the school, if it is not presented 1n an indi rect 

way in all phases of s chool life, we are t eaching agnostic

ism and building anti-r eligious attitudes. In the "new 

education," especial emphasis is being placed upon the per

sonality and char acter of the t eacher and her ability to 

make ethical and r eligi ou.s deductions in the t eaching of the 

regular courses of the curriculum. 

John Mason Tyler bas ver.y: impressivel y stated the 

aims and ideals of the r eal t eacher . He says: 

"Socrates said that his business was that of a mid
wife to br ing great i deas to birth. Adolescence 
is the second bir th, when the real man i s born into 
the wor ld. The business of the t eacher is to bring 
to birth high aims and ideal s , s trong purposes, a 
Tigorous spirit ual life. To some these phr ases may 
sound obsol ete. They are har d to def ine, and har der 
of realization. But if ther e is any high-school 
teacher who cannot feel that they have any power 
and substance, to whom t hey are altogether meaning
less or hazy ,· there is one thing for him to do . Let 
him retire to some gr eat institution of learning and 
write a very l ar ge book on some useless subject,as 
far as possi ble f r om life . He may win renown as a 
lect ur er at some great university . He is not big 
and deep enough to teach in a college or hi gh 
school . These are institutions of power as well as 
of learning . They mu~t be like fertile Phthia, 
' mothers of heroes •. "l · 

3 . Extr a-curricular Activit ies . - The development of 

extra-curricular activities as a means of character trai ning 

has been rapid and s t riking. "The whole atmosphere of 
J ohn Mason Tyler, "Growth in Education", p.188. 
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the school has baen modifed by making normal , spontaneous 

activities a vital part of the day ' s learning and a field 

for its practical application. 'You cannot learn to swim by 

correspondence in a desert ', said Dewey . The modern s chool 

is substituting an environment of democr~cy as a medi um for 

attainment of democratic qualities .nl 

McKown in his book "Extr a Curricular Activities" 

says that "knowledge and practice must go together." "Ther e 

are persons, " he continues, "who t alk about ' being good, ' 

Evidently t hey i magine that ther e is a general quali ty of 

' goodness ' . The same attitude is of ten expressed 1n ' being 

a good citizen'. Such persons do not seem to consider that 

it is impossible to be good apart from doing good acts . The 

same holds true 1n citizenship . It is possible to be a good 

citizen only thr ough doing the acts which the good citizen 

does . The being often comes as a by- product of doing.n2 

McKown summarizes his evaluation of extr a- curricu

lar activities as fol lows : "The main purpose of education 

is to make good citizens . The good citizen is an individual 

who not only has knowledge, ideals, and attitudes , but who 

also has worthy habits . Habits are developed only by pr ac

tice. The r egular work of the school offers comparativel y 

few opportunities for th8 development of desir able social 

ideal s and habits . It is concerned mostly with knowl edge. 

1 a. b . Tuttle, 11Education 1n Church and Staten , p . 49 
2 Harry C. McKown, op . cit., p. 9 . 
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The extr a-curricular activities offer many such opportuniti s . 

The main purpose of these activities is to give the student 

opport1.m.ities for practice in social relationships . Extra

curricular activities must be built upon the broad principl 

that the school is a laboratory for citizenship and wherever 

possible the situations in the school should resemble the 

situations which the future citizen will face . These activ~ 

ities are important and should be recognized as a legiti

mate part of the school life and work ."1 

Modern psychology tells us that we "learn by doingn. 

The finest scheme of chara~ter education would be far from 

complete if it failed to provide opportmiity for the ex

pression of that which h~s been learned. Honesty has not 

been learned witil the child has actually practiced honesty 

in life situations. The same is true of the other virtues. 

I't is because extr a-curricular activities provide opportun

ity for practicing moral conduct that they are becomi ng more 

widespread and are finding a larger place in the school 

program as time goes on. 

a . Home Room Organization and Activities 

The home room or reporting room organization is a 

movement which has appeared recently in the l arge American 

high schools. Where this plan is used the student reports 

to a certain teacher in a certain room at designated times 

during the day, Jsually the first period in the morning and 

l 
Harry C. McKown, op • . cit., p . 9 . 



afternoon, and f r equently the last period 1n the afternoon. 

Det ails of checking attendance are usually car ed for and the 

student leaves his wraps and books 1n the home room. In 

other words, the room is his school headquar ters . 

This movement t ends to br ing the teacher and stu~ 

dent together and gives the student a feeling of being 

anchored . There is some place where he r eal ly bel ongs and 

there is one t eacher he r eally knows and to whom he can go 

for counsel and adVice . 

The usual officers, president, vice president, 

secretary, t r easurer, or f inancial secretary , are most 

commonly chosen. There is a number of committees , usuall y 

program, schol arship, attendance, welf are, and housekeeping . 

Other commit tees are added as needed. 

The program commi ttee makes a sur vey of the group 

and discovers the interests and abilities of each member . 

These interests and abilities serve as a basis for programs . 

The programs are varied but all of such a nature as to stim- 1 

ulate the appreciation of the students for something r eally 

worthwhile. A great ~any of t hem are definitely char acter 

building. 

The scholarship committee has as its object the 

raising of the scholarship of the gr oup. The att endance 

I 
committee takes charge of the routine of attendance , tardi

ness , and absences. The welfare committee looks after the 

I students who need help . This help may be 1n the form or 

L ________ ______.. 
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Tisits to sick classmates, of flowers, or of care for their I 
belongings while they are absent . The housekeeping committee 

cares tor the classroom. It encourages respect tor the room; 

discourages the needless cluttering up of the floor with 

paper; discourages writing and carving upon the desks and 

walls; acquires flowers and flower boxes, pictures and flags 

or other decorations which add to the appearance and atmos

phere ot the room. 

Through the activ1ties ot these committees the stu

dents share in school government and are given definite re

sponsibility in creating ana upholding the standards of the j 

school. They develop initiative and individual responsibilitt' 

land have opportunities tor the use and development ot their 

I talents. 

Two general types ot home room programs are common. 

In one type a short period ot about fifteen or twenty min-

utes is given three or four days a week, and a longer period 

ot thirty or forty minutes once or twice a week. The shorter 

periods are set aside tor routine work, devotionals, banking, 

and study. The l onger ones are used tor a home room program r 

other special activities. 

The second general type ot organization provides a 

full period each day. This is often called the "activity 

period" and is becoming more and more common. Usually only 

one period a week is given to a home room program and such 

subJects as Thrift, Honesty, Courtesy, and Better English 

are discussed in the remaining periods. 
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The home room organization offers many splendid 

opportunities for the building of character, both by learn

ing and by doing. It affords the student "many opportunitie1 

to prepare for membership 1n a democracy by participating 

in the life of a small democracy .nl 

(1) The Home Room Organization at Roosevelt 
Intermediate, Wichita 

A very successful home room plan is now in operation 

at the Roosevelt Intermediate School, Wichita. This plan is 

r ecommended by the Pr incipal, Mr. Frank K. Reid, as being a 

particularly effective character building agency • 

As 1n other plans , the unit of organization at 

Roosevelt is the reporting room. Not more than forty-five 

pupils are assigned to a room. The entire group stays with 

the same teacher for the three years--fr om the 7B to high 

school. 

There is a fourteen minute reporting period each 

morning. The roll is taken, announcements are made , and the 

teacher has opportunity for brief conferences if she so de

sires. The second hour each Tuesday is given to the home 

room progr am. On every other Tuesday a program is put on by 

the pupils themselves. A skeleton outline ot programs is 

prepared at the beginning of the year to serve as a ·guide. 

With the help of these and the home room teacher, a committe~ 

made up of pupils of the home room, plans the program for 

the hour. These programs deal somewhat with character trait 

1 MeKown, op. cit., p. 37. 
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and character factors; also, with educational, vocational, 

and general guidance. Such subJects as knowl edge of the out 

of-doors, the use of leisure time, what to see in travel , as 

tronomy, and getting acquainted with the city, are studied. 

An effort is made to awaken in the child the possibilities 

I of the many realms before him. Every child participates in 

one or more programs during the year. 

In the 7B particular emphasis is placed upon the 

orientation ot the child to the school. He is introduced to 

the musical opportunities atrorded him 1n the school. He 

· becomes familiar with the books and magazines in the library 

Help i s given him in the choosing ot friends. 

In the 9A the home room organization seeks to pre

pare the child tor orientation in the high school. 

On alt ernate Tuesdays this period is given over to 

conferences. "This is one 0£ the novel features of' our plan," 

says Kr. Reid. This period centers around the relationship 

of the child and the home room teacher. It gives the teache 

a chance to get acquainted nth the child, to know his home 

lite, his subject diffi culties, and school troubles. 

As a part ot this program, Boosevelt has a citizen 

ship rating plan. The grade tor citizenship which appears 

on the report card is given b)' the home room t eacher. S1ips1 

as illustrated on page 5~ are 1n the hands of the classroom 

teacher at all times. When a pupil does something which is 

particular ].J' favor abl e or unfavorable 1n conduct, a slip is 



filled out, marking the specific character trait involved, 

and sent to the home room teacher. Only responses to actual 

situations are checked. By the next morning these slips are 

in the hands ot the home room teacher and she, 1n an imper

sonal way , discusses with the boy or girl this pappening. 

It an adjustment needs to be made this may lead to a confer

ence with a classroom teacher or any person involved. The 

favorable and unf'ayorable checks are totalled up. The ex

cess ot the favor able reports over the unfavorable, or ~ice 

versa, forms the basis on which the citizenship rating tor 

the semester is ~ade. Citizenship, then, is based on the 

sum total of the responses to definite situations. 

It is almost impossible to measure the results ot 

such a program, as was pointed out by the Principal. It 

seeks to prevent wrecks and no one ever lmows what might 

have happened under different circumstances. Someone else is 

always ready to take the credit tor lives which have turned 

out successfully . "On the whole," says Kr . Reid, "the more 

perfectly the scheme works the more impqssible it is to meas e 

the results 1n a tangible way . " It is, however, to those 

!most closely connected with the plan, an effective one tor 

Vital character education. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 

Last Name First Name R. R. 
M 

Is Commended For ~ I s Unsatisfactory In 
DEPENDABILITY 

1. Honestv 2. Trustworthiness 3 . Punctuality 
CO-OPERATION 

1 . School Pride 2 . Sportsmanship 3 . Loyalty 
COURTESY 

1 . Manners 2 . Consideration 3. Kindness 
I NITI ATIVE 

1. Cour age 2 . Leadership 3 . Self Reliance 

I NDUSTRY 
1 . Effort 2 . Perseverance 3 . Thoroughness 

SUBJ ECT 

Teacher Class Room 

Fig. 1. Slip Used in Citizenship Rating Plan 

b. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts , and Camp Fire Girls 

Boy Scouts , Girl Scouts , and Camp Fire girls shouli 1 

I be listed with extra-cur ricular activiti~s since in some 

localities they are affiliated with the school. A more de

tailed discussion of these movements is given mider "extra

church activities" since they are mo~ oft en associated With 

the church. 
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c . Girl Reserve and Hi-Y 

The Girl Reserve and Hi-Y organizations are brancbe 

or the Young Men' s and Young Women's Chris tian Associations. I 
1 Most of the Girl Reserve and Hi -Y clubs in exist ence are a 

part or the ext r a-curri·cular progr ams of the ~unior and sen

ior high school s and ar e directly under school supervision. 

The purpose and organi zation of these clubs will be dis

cussed in full in the f ollowi ng chapter. 

' 

III. Definite Efforts at Cooperation Between 
Church and School 

l . Sol ution Not 1n Uniting of Church and Sta t e . -

Alt hough the church is seeking to make its progr am of 

I r eligious education more efficient and is i ncorpor ating into 

I its program the best scientific methods and procedures kno 

and although the educati onal wor ld i s bringing definite char 

act er educat ion into the school , ther e are st ill dif f i culties 

to be overcome before the gulf bet ween the secular and relig 

i ous agencies can be bridged. 

I The church is t rying to r ealize its aim or bringing 

r eli gion into the complete life of the boy and girl but it i 

tremendously handi capped because it has the child flll" only a 

very short t ime each week. 

The school, with much the same aim, 1 . e . , "educa

tion for complete living," is putting on a splendid move fo r 

character educati on but is finding that char act er cannot be 

developed apart from r eligion, that r eli gious ideals must 

, 
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furnish the dynamic for character. Educators are coming 

more and more to the conviction that r eligion must be a part 

of the wel l rounded life of the child. 

How shall the remaining dist ance between the secular 

and the religious be bridged? It seems to be a settled con

viction that r eli gious ins truction cannot wisely be made a 

part of the program of the public school insofar as the state 

is concerned. "There is lit tle use t rying to fight our way 

back again to that first situation . The mixt ure of races 

and religion in these United States has made it impossible . 

We must go for ward to a- hi g~er unity in which the public 

school will have its part, and the organized forms of religion 

shall have their part, each recognized by the other. 111 

2 . School Credit for Outs i de Study. - Among the 

pioneer efforts toward cooper ation with the church on the 

part of the school was the provision made in North Dakota 

for high school credit for Bible study done under church 

supervision. This plan was followed by others in various 

parts of the country. The advantage claimed for these plans 

over the t eaching of Biblical literature in the school is 

that the church may add its distinctive religious interpre

tation. There are sever al basi c weaknesses in the plan, 

however. It implies that the s i gnificant element in the 

study is the knowledge . Again, the examination for credit 

plan gives no certainty of developing appr eciation of the 

1 Protestant Episcopal Church: Geneital Church Program, 
1926-28, p. 229. Quoted by Harold s. Tuttle in "CHaractEl" I 
Education-by State and Church, " p. 22. 
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aesthetic element in Biblical lit erature . No effort is made 

to emphasi ze character growth. 

3 . Week-Day Religious Education. - The plan that ha1 

won by far the largest support is that of the week- day instrqc

tion in r eligion. Four main types of week- day schools have 

been devel>ped thus far . One type is wher e the i ndividual 

local church undertakes to provide a program of week-day 

religious education for the children of its own parish. 

Under this type the program is set up and supervised by the 

responsible educati onal body in the local church. 

A second t ype is tne interdenominational cooperativ~ 

school. As many different denominational affiliations as 

wish unite their resources in setting up a cooperative schoo . 

A third type is the community type.. This type of j 
control is non-ecclesiastical in character and is in the han s 

of l aymen who are interested in r eligious education. 

The four th type is a combination of the second and , 

third. The churches t ak~ the initiative and assume the 

larger portion of the final authority but the council direct 

I ing the work is made up not only of church members but repre 

sentatives from the community at large. I 
Th.ere is a wide variation as to the t ime which thes~ 

schools meet . Of the 638 communities reporting to the Inter~ 

national Council of Religious Education 1n 1928, 368 were 

using time released from the public school schedule. The 

time released var ies from a half hour each week of the schoo 

1
year, to two, or even three periods each week. 
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The cur r i culum varies according to the desires of 

the agency responsible for the school . Helps are often se

cured f r om the International Council of Religious Educa t ion . 

The teaching st aff is secur ed by the chur ch or group of 

chur ches sponsoring the school and is responsible to that 

agency . As yet there is no standar dization of procedure by 

Which the pr epar ation of these teachers can be guaranteed. 

,. Girl Reser ve and Hi-Y. - The Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Y clubs can be considered as religious agencies as well 

as extra-cur r i cular activities . The organi zation of t he 

Y. w. C. A. and the Y. M. C. A., f rom which these clubs 

spring, was on a strictly r eligious basis . They consider 

definit ely r el i gious subjects in thei r program and are a part 

of the school system, under direct supervision of school 

authorities . Church representatives usual l y form the 

jAdvisory Councils . These clubs , uni que in that they are 

r eligious , yet a part of the school, ar e the subj ect f or con

si deration in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE GIRL RESERVE AND HI-Y MOVEMENTS 

I . A Brief Historical Sketch 

The modern Girl ,Reserve and Hi-Y clubs are out

gr owths from the Young Women's and Yomig Ken ' s Christian 

Associations. In order to understand the Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Y movements and to determine their place in modern soci

ety , it is essential that we get a picture of the conditions 

which brought t heir parent organizations into existence and 

to review their history briefly. 

1 . Before 1866 - Preliminary Organizations In 

Great Britain and America. -

a . Foundation of the Y. M. C. A. 

In 1841 George Wi l liams and a friend , working ror 

the Hitchcock and Rogers firm, London, were not satisfied 

with the opportunities affor ded them for religious develop

ment and expression, so started prayer meetings in the firm ' 

dormitory in which they were living. Others soon joined. 

This group read together many of Finney's books and were 

thrilled by the depths of his spirituality and the sense ot 

fellowship which they enjoyed. Arter a time they secured 

the aid of the firm in providing a chaplain. 

The ideas of this group were taken up by men or 
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ot her shops. On J une 6, 1844, four young men with four dif- 1 

ferent church connections fo rmed a Yotmg Ken ' s Christian 

Association with r eligious· and social features . They rented 

r ooms and secured a sal aried secret ary and missionary to ad

mi ni ster and ext end the work . 

"This was the origin of the Association idea, that 

is , young men and young women uniting from different Chris

tian churches for higher all round devel opmen t and service 

and using both r eli gious and secular means t her eof . The new 

movement was so timel y and its emphasis so distinct that 

leadi ng clergy and laymen gave their assistance .nl 

A biographer found 1n George Wi:Ll.iams ' papers a 

scheme for a Y. w. C. A. but it seemed that the time was not 

yet ripe for a women ' s organization . 

b. Initi al Women ' s Organizations 

Women' s work, in the f i rst half of the nineteenth 

cent ury was in the home. The r ange of occupations for women 

were limited. Ther e were few girls away from home. Those 

who were empl oyed held semi-domestic positions . The hours 

of labor were about the same as those of the home. Even 

aft er small factories were set up , conditions were not 

greatly changed. The women lived toget her in factory homes . 

The few women students of those days did not reel 

the need of voluntary rel igious organizati ons . Women who 

attended col lege did so for religious reasons . Women did 

not work toget her in a large way . There had never been the 

1 Elizabeth Wilson "Fif Y With th A n a ears e ssoc , p • • 
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necessity for cooperation. There were a few "Ladies ' Prayer! 

Meetings" and "Dorcas Soeieties11 but they were only local. 

Certain events took place which tended to bring 

about a change 1n these conditions. The sewing machine was 

invented 1n 1846. This tended to give women employment out

side the home, thus bringing them together. It also gave . 

them more free time for outside activities. One of the 

unique features of the revival of 1867-1868 was the large 

place filled by women as leaders . They organized prayer 

circles and worked together in a WB:f hitherto unknown. The 

Civil War from 1861-65 also encouraged the cooperation of 

women. It was necessary for them to work together to re

lieve the suffering and do their share in bringing victory 

to the side with which they were sympathetic. Likewise , 1n 

England, the Crimean War from 1854-56 tended to accustom the ! 

English women to working together. 

The Young Women•s· Christian Association grew out 

of two organizations designed to meet the rising needs of 

women 1n this period. Both were formed in London. The first 

was the Prayer Group, organized in 1855 by Miss Emma Robarts 

who was aiding her sisters 1n running a school for girls on 

her father ' s estate. 

"In the course of 1859, the first Branch was form

ed," wrote Kiss Robarts, "a band of Christian girls uniting 

in the name of ~esus for their mutual benefit, and for that 

of any young women in their respective spheres whom they 

might be able to influence for good."1 
Ibid., p. 11. 
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In the same year in which the Prayer Group was 

organized, Mrs . Arthur Kinnaird founded the General Female 

Training Institute, which was or iginally a home for nurses 

returning from the Crimean War. This organization was de

signed to meet the n eeds of both nurses and industrial 

women. 

Both of these organizations spread rapidly to 

other parts of England. In 1877 Mrs. Kinnaird and Kiss 

Robarts met informally and decided to bring the two organ

izations together under the name of the Young Women ' s Chris

tian Association. Miss Robarts explained the adoption of 

this name "simply as the feminine ot Young Men's , which had 

already become known to many of the same friends ." 

The historical American revival of 1857-58 showed 

three outstanding characteristics: (1) Prayer circles among 

women were increasing in number and value; (2) there was a 

tendency toward unity on the part of Christians of differen 

denominations; and (3) a larger pl ace was being filled by 

women as leaders of organized Christian forces . 

The success of the Y. M. C. A. had made the women 

of these prayer meeting groups contemplate an organization 

with aims and methods somewhat akin to those of the men . 

Accordingly , the "Ladies Christian Association" was organiz 

in New York University. The first constitution was as 

follows: 
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Preamble 

"We, the undersigned, belieVing that increase ot 
social virtues, elevation of character, intellect
ual excellence and the spread of Evangelical 
Religion can be best accomplished by associated 
effort, do hereby adopt for our mutual government 
the following: 

Constitution 

"Any lady who is in a good standing of an Evangel
ical Church, may become an active member by pay
ing one dollar annually 1n advance. 

"Any l ady not a communicant may become an associat 
member--except voting and holding office . 

Duties of the members: 

"They shall seek out especially young women of the 
operative class, aid them in procuring employment 
and in obtaining suitable boarding places , fur
nish them with proper reading matter, establish 
Bible classes and meetings tor r eligio~s exer-
cises at such times and pl aces as shall be most co~
venient for them during the week, secure their 
attendance at places of public worship on the 
Sabbath, .surround them with Christian influences 
and use all practicable means for the increase or 
true piety in themselves and others."l 

2. 1866-1906 - Local and National Organization . in! 
I 

the United States. - The Young Ken' s Christian Association 

was brought over to this country as practically the same or 

ganization that existed in Great Britain. The first Amer

ican Y. M. C. A. was organized in Boston on December 29 , 

1851. 

The first Young Women ' s Christian Association in 

America was formed in Boston in 1866 and was based on the 

principles of the ttLadies ' Christian Union." A city 

l Ibid., p . 28. ~ 



- 62-

missionary of Boston was greatly distressed by the condi

tion$ confronting the self-supporting girls. She asked a 

group of Boston ladies: ".Cannot something be done by ben

evolent ladies that shall remain a permanent institutt.on?ttl 

On March 3, 1866, thirty ladies met at:ld adopted a Constitu

tion tmder the name of Boston Y. w. C. A. The object ot the 

organization was expressed as "the temporal , moral , and 

religious welfare of young women who are dependent upon thei 

own exertions tor support.n2 The program of the association 

centered about the unemployed girl . Cooking classes were 

or ganized, reading rooms established, provisions made for 

recreat ion, Bible classes were organized, and homes for 

business girls were founded. 

The Association, starting with the industrial 

girls in the cities, spread to other types ot communities 

and to other groups . With the growth of the organization 

a national organization was set up to aid the locals . 

In 1873 the first student Yotmg Women ' s Christian 

Association was organized in Normal University , Normal , 

Illinois, and from then on student associations have pl ayed 

a l arge part in the work . 

Both the Young Women ' s and Young Men ' s Christian 

Associations are world-wide in scope and cut across racial 

lines. They are to be found in all sections of the ilobe 

and among all races of people . 

1 Elizabeth Wi lson, op . cit., p. 29 . 
2 I b id. • 32 . 
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In 1881, the Y. w. C. A. of Oakland, California 

began to work with girls still in school and called this 

wor k the Little Girls ' Christian Association. Organization 

of var ied types spread to all parts of the co1.mtry . 

In the autumn of 1918 the various types of work 

with adolescent girls were brought together into the Girl 

Reserve movement . A great deal of work had been done with 

adolescents , not onl y school girls but also yotm.ger girls 

in business and indus try , so that f rom the beginning, f our 

separate groups of girls were r ecognized: the seventh and 

eighth grade school girls , the j tm.1or hi gh school girls , 

the older high school girls , and the younger girls in bus-

iness and industry . I 
"The Girl Reserve movement , representing as it doe~ 

the younger membership ot the Young Women ' s Chr istian Assoc -

ation, is not only an adolescent movement tor girls, nation 1 

in scope, but also an int egral part ot the wider fellowshi p 

of the Association . "l 

In the two years between the star ting of the Gir l 

, Reserve movement and the_ convention 1n Clevel and 1n 1920 , t e 

number of secretaries working with younger gir ls increased 

f r om 125 to nearly 500 and the membership from 20 , 000 to 

nearly 80 , 000 . 

Accor ding to the lates t count, there are 290 , 280 

Girl Reserves in the United States . 

l Mary S. Sims, lfThe First Twenty-Five Year s" 34 
2 11 The Girl Beser:v:e and Ber Community, n 1931, p.P~l . · 
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The following historical sketch was taken f rom t h 

Hi-Y Manual : 

, have been 

er boys . 

"Since 1869 the Yotmg Men ' s Chri stian Associations 

int erested mor e or less activel y in work with old~ 

In that year Dr. W. Whipple, a layman, vol1.llltaril~ 

gave his time to the leadership of the work of the Salem, 

Mass ., Association. 

"I n 1886 Miss Ellen Brown became • superintendent' 

of the Boys ' Division of the Buff alo , New York , Association, 

the first full time Association Boys ' Work Secr et ary, in 

which position she cont inued f or seventeen years . Miss 

Brown' s fir st work was wit h the yotmger boys , but as they 

gr ew older she saw to it that, a s ol der boys , they a ssumed 

increasing responsibility f or work with the younger boys. 

Among her most loyal workers wer e not a few boys who attende~ 

high school . 

"Similar work sprang up in the larger centers thr ourn

out the country until groups of older high school boys were 

brought into Bible Study classes very gener ally tm.der the 

leadership of local Associations . 

"The first Hi gh School Yotmg Yan..' s Christian As soci 

ation of which there i s record was that at I ola, Michi gan, 

organized in 1870 . This Association included boys and gi rls 

and existed for only two or three years . 

"In 1889, at Chapman, Kansas , among the boys of the, 

county high school , there was organized the fir st Higp Schoo 
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Young Men's Christian. Association that has had a continuous 

existence . In purpose and plan it is very similar to the 

College Association. This organization is now an Affili ate 

Hi-Y Club and has done a constant piece of defini te and 

vital student work . Later city Associations developed that 

were quite generally called High School Boys ' Clubs . 

"In 1900 George Gleason, former General Secretary 

of the Association at Osaka, Japan, came to the Internation i l 

Student Department to give a large share of his time to wor 1 

among pr eparatory school boys . While Arthur N. Cotton was 

General Secretary at Albany, New York, Mr . Gleason co-oper

ated 1n organizing a group of high school boys into a High 

School Department with a special room 1n the Association 

building set apart for personal conferences and private 

study. 

"The first colored Bi-Y Club was organized in 

Wichita , Kansas, 1n 1916-17 . 

"In September, 1906, David R. Porter , a Rhodes 

Scholar ship graduate of Oxford University , was called to th 

Internation al Conuni ttee to give one-third of bis t ime to 

work with preparatory school boys under the Student Depart

ment and twowthirds of his time to work with public school 

boys under the Boys' Division. He r eally was the first 

High School Secret ary of the International Committee. 

"In 1908 Leonard Paulson, a graduate of Ames 

College, Iowa, now the Association Continental Boys ' Work 
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Secretary for South America, became the first Association 

Local High School Secretary, serVing at Washington, D. C. 

"In 1909 J. H. Dadisman became State High School 

Secretary for Kansas, the first state ln the Onion to enter 

this definite field. L. K. Hall successor to Mr. Dadisman, 

is now National Boys ' Work Secretary for China. 

"In 1912 a small but important conference was 

called at Troy, New York, at which time it was def initel y 

decided to proceed with a definite movement among high schoo 

boys and the inner circle or small group emphasis agr eed 

upon . That same year in July, Arthur N. Cotton came on the 

Staff of the International Committee to give his entir e time 

to work with high school boys with Kr. Porter, continuing 

as High School Secretary after Kr. Porter became Senior 

Secret ary of the Student Department of the International 

Commi ttee. 

"The 1913 Culver Assembl y of Association Workers 

with Boys marked other advance steps . The registration of 

inner circle boys at State and International Committee head

quar ters was urged by local and state leaders. They also 

agreed upon the statement of purpose. 

nsubsequent conferences w1 th local and state 

leaders developed the inner circle decl aration of purpose , 

the Secondary School Boys• Christian Movement , the affili

ation and standardization of local Association high school 

clubs on the basis of state standards and the points or 
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emphasis which are now gener al ly consi dered to express the 

objectives of the organization. 

"So far as we know, the first use of the name Hi-Y 

Club in connection w1 th this Movement, was used by the 

Cleveland, Ohi o, Wes t Side Association 1n 1914.nl 

The latest reports indi cate that there are more 

than 5, 000 Hi-Y Clubs in the United States with a membership 

of more than 150, 000 high school boys. 

An ef fort is now being made to organize a National 

Hi -Y Movement . 

II . The Girl Reserve Movement 

1 . Purpose . - "When a Girl Reser:ve was ·asked what 

she thought the Girl Reserve Movement was , she r epl ied: 

' It is somet hing that helps the girl to grow!·' n 2 This gives 

in a few words a f airly good i dea of what the Girl Reserve 

Movement of the Y. W. C. A. is trying to do . This definitio 

has as its center that which is most important, the girl 

herself . It also includes the important element of growt h. 

The girl and her gr owth form the center around which the 

Girl Reserve program is built. 

"The name ' Girl Reserve ' implies that a girl i s 

constantly storing up, putting in reserve, mor e and more of 

those qualities which will help her take her pl ace as a 

Christian citizen in her home, her school, her church, and 

! The Hi-Y .Manual, pp. l-B. 
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her community' . A Gir l Reser ve Club, therefor e, becomes a 
1 

re-serve f or ce 1n any school 1D which it is organized. n 

Kiss Zelah Heinbaugh, a pioneer 1n Girl Reserve s ec

retary work, in the recent Rational Y. W. C. A. Conventi on 

at Minneapolis, said& "Our Girl Reserve Kovement i s not an 

organizat i on . It i s an I dea. An Idea when developed be

comes a way or living. 

"It evol ves around a social-religious philosophy 

which is one and the same as that of the Young Women's 

Christian Association ot which it is a part. •2 

The purpose or the Girl Reserve Movement is t he same 
1 as that or the I . w. c. A. , which i s: 

1. To associate young women in personal loyalty to 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord; 

2. To lead t hem into membership and service in the 
Christian Church; 

3 . To pr omote growth 1n Christian char acter and 
service through physical , social, mental and 
spiritual training; 

4 . !o become a saci al force tor the extensi on of 
the kingdom or God. 

~is social - religi ous philosophy is int erpreted to 

the girl t hrough discussions, s t ories, music , pict ures , 

symbols, ceremonial s , etc. The girl conceives the i dea that 

reli gion i s not Just a part or one's life but must dominate 

the whol e or it. She is not onl y t aught what is right but 

is given oppor t t.m.ity whereb7 she m~ express her knowledge 1 

1 Ibid. 
2 From the notes or Miss Sue Kat hryn Glenn, G. R. Secretaryj 

Wichita . -- - - -------



-69-

right conduct. The Girl Reserve Idea takes advantage or the 

psychological pr inciple that we "learn by doing. " A special 

effort is made to help the girl of this muddled twentieth 

century world to find herself and become adjusted to exist

ing conditions. 

2. Membership. - Any girl between the ages of 

twelve and eighteen in any school or in any community who is 

interested in the following purposes may become a Girl Re

serve by taking this oath: 

As a Girl Reserve I will try 

To face life squarely (the slogan) and 

To find and give the best (the purpose) and 

I will try to be (the code) 

Gracious in manner 

Impartial in judgment 

Ready for service 

Loyal to friends 

Reaching toward the best 

Earnest in purpose 

Seeing the beautiful · 

Eager for knowledge 

Reverent to God 

Victorious over self 

Ever dependable 

Sincere at all times 
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Membership in the Girl Reserve Club is not con

ditioned by religious faith or color of skin. The amount o 

dues is decided by' the local club . Twenty cents per member 

per year is sent to the District or State organization. 

3. Or gani zation. - The Girl Reserve Club is self

governing . The governing unit is the cabinet consisting ot , 

president, Vice president, secretary, treasurer, and 

committee chairmen (usually four)--social , membership, pro

gram, and service. Other committees often maintained are: 

finane~, music, ring, scrapbook, and world fellowship . 

Over this cabinet is the chief adviser, a teacher 

who oversees the work or the club. and acts as adviser to 

the committees and officers. She is responsible to the 

Superintendent. She may have several advisers under her 

who are also high school teachers and help with the work or 

the committees. These advisers work in cooperation with th~ 

Local Girl Reserve Committee composed of women or the 

Comml.llli ty Y. w. C. A. Dir ectly over the Girl Reserve cab

inet and advisers is the Girl Reserve Secreta1'1 . The l arge 

cities have their own secretaries. The work of the smaller 

cit1es and towns is directed by a District Secretary and he~ 

Associates. These secretaries send out help;for program. 

planning and make Visits as often as pon ibl.e.. to the .local 

organizations. They also help them to ~eep..11p to the 

standards set by the National Girl Reserve Department by 

checking up on them from time to time. These secretaries 

are responsible to the National Girl Reserve Department and 
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to the National Girl Reserve Commission, both of which are 

under the Nati onal Board or the Y. w. C. A. of the United 

States of Amer ica. The fallowing chart shows more clearly 

the relationship of the various departments: 

NATI ONAL--LOCAL SET-UP1 

Members of local Assoc . meet in conven~ion and elect 
NationaJ. Board. 

ational 
Girl Reserve ~~~~~~-----¥ 

epartment 

National G. R. Comm. , made up 
of resident members and memb e s 
at-large, representing all 
parts or the country- . These 
comm. women work closely wit h 
the traveling s t aff. 

taff 

R. 

' ' ' ' ' 

~---- ---- Local G. R. Comm . 

Advisers of Clubs 

Key 

-----~- Direct relationship 

- - - - Indirect relationshi~ 

Fig . 2. 

Definite cooperation usually exists bet ween the 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y where both organizations are present. 

Joint cabinet meetings are frequent and meetings in which 

1 The New Leadership, edited by the Woman' s Press
2 

Chart I. 
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members of both clubs participat-e~ a-r-e~he_l_d~ t-o_g_e_t_h_e_r ~r r_o_m~ t-im---.1 

to time. 

A special effort is made each year to get the Girl 

Reserve work before the public. This is usually done throug 

the observance of"Commtmi ty Week" , which involves a chapel l 
program, a get-together with the mothers or the girls and th 

Community Y. W. C. A. , an~ a program before the churches ot 

the .commtmi t,'. 

4. Standards .for t he Club. - l 

a. Program 

A program planned to make possible the development 

of the whole gi:d, and which should make very real the purposf 

or the club. This progr am should grow out or the needs of 

the girl physically , mentally, and spiritually. It should b 

built upon her interests, and should employ the project 

method. It would probably include health, appreciations , 

world .fellowship, world peace, child labor, every day prob

lems in Christian living, and ceremonials. It is earnestly 

desired that through participation 1n each or the varied 

activities of the club, the girl may put into practice her 

growing knowledge or the principles or Christ •• 

b . Financial Responsibility 

A contribution of twenty cents a member to the 

support or the District Y. w. C. A. One half or this sum 

should be paid within three months after date of organiza-

1 l Taken from sheet of Standards sent out by Kans . Dist . Y. W • • A 
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tion and the other half w1 thin the next three months. 

c. Constitution 

A constitution written by the club, and sent to t ~e 

District Y. W. C. A. office tor appr ova1 . 

d . Cabinet Meetings 

Regular mont hly cabinet meetings with devotional 

s tudy. 

e . Reports 

The president should send in four reports t o the 

Distric t Y. w. C. A. at the end of October, December, Febr u 

ary , and April . These may be informal letters tel ling ot 

the activities of the club . 

r . Conf erence Attendance 

One responsible member ot a club should att end a 

Girl Reserve Conference during the year . (The f ulf i l lment 

of this requirement is not essential if an adviser has 

attended an Adult Guidance Council. ) 

* * * 
Clubs meeting all of these standards receive a 

cer tificate of meri t for the year . 

5. Requirements For Earning Girl Reserve Ring. 

(for two years) 

I. Health 

1 . Dri nk six glasses water daily . 
2 . Eat f r uit or vegetables ttdail y ". 

(Vegetables other than potatoes) 
3. Sleep eight hours daily. 
4. Keep teeth clean, brush twice daily. 
5. Eat regular meal s "three t imes per day" 
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6. Keep body clean two baths a week 
"-i:f possible". 

7 . Have at least one bowl movement dail 
8 . One hour of exercise. 
9 . Wear comfortable shoes to school. 

"no high heel s" . 
10 . Cultivate good posture. 
11. Daily care of .nai l s . 
12. Have physical and d1mtal examination 

each year . 
13. Appear on one health program each 

year . 

II . Knowl edge 

1 . Five percent increase 1n school 
aver age , unless aver age i s eighty
five per cent . 

2. Develop a hobby and write a two hun
dred word essay -0r make a scrap book l 
about the hobby . 

3 . Memorize the G. R. code and purpose. 
4. Read 

III . Spirit 

(a) One hist or ical novel. 
(b) One biograpl:\Y of American 

women . 
(c) One biography of foreign 

women . 
One poetry book. 
One book of travel . 
One book of legends. 
(These books are to be se-
lected from list 1n hands 
of ring committee) 

1 . Attend t hirty- meetings each year. 
2. Attend Bible s tudy or Sabbath school 

r egular ly . If impossible 1D attend 
at least s t udy the Bible les son. 

3. Serve conscientiously on a Gi r l 
Reserve committee. 

. 

4 . Friendliness t o all girl s at all tim~s . 
5. Fair play under all circums tances . I 
6. Acceptance ot individual r esponsibiltty 

which makes for g~oup success , both n 
club and 1n school activities. 

7 . An influencing loyalty to st andards 
of clean thought and clean speech. 
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6. Points of Particular Emphasis. - The words 

"world fellowship" play a very important par t in the Gi rl 

Reserve program. An effort is made to ext end the friend

ships of the growing girl to i nclude people of other races 

and to help her to understand ·the true meaning of world 

brotherhood. 

In recent years consider able emphasis has been 

placed upon the discussion of personal problems such as boy 

and girl r el ations , problems of the home, questions r elating 

to sex-knowledge, and the right and wrong types of amuse

ment s. An effort is made to help the girl solve the many 

probl ems conf'ronting her 1n a Christian way . 

World probl ems are presented and discussed . An 

attempt is made to find the Christian attitude t owar d such 

questions as world peace, industrial problems, and economic 

conditions. 

Thr ough wor ship, music, ceremonial s , Bible study, 

and discussion the adolescent gi rl is helped t o understand 

God and her proper r el a tion to Him. The aim is that all or 

her questions concerning r eligious problems and perplexities 

should find a solution (if such i s possible) i n some part 

or the Girl Reserve progr am. 

Considerable emphasis i s pl aced upon the appr ecia

tion of the beautiful . Nature study groups are often organ- I 

ized and an effort is made to help the girl see the beautif u} 

1n the commonplace and to make t he commonplace a s beauti ful 

as possible~ and back of all that i s beautiful , to see God. 
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7.~ Committees. - By the social committee the club 

is led 1n wholesome good t i mes and run. The f inance committee 

plans the budget for the year and sponsors plans for the 

raising of necessary funds. The service committee seeks for 

ways whereby the Girl Reserve Club can be of service to the 

community, part icular ly to those most in need. The ring 

committee sponsors the earning of rings. The music committet 

looks after the music of the club, including that which is a 

part of the worship service and the singing or pep songs . 

The membership committee is responsi ble for the membership 

campaign and whatever other duties may be assigned to it. 

Ceremonials form a large part of Girl Reserve life . 

Girls of the adolescent age love symbolism, ritual, beauty, 

and form. 

a. Camps and Con£erences . - A very significant 

feature of the Girl Reserve progr am is the summer camp. No 

better description can be given of a day in camp than that 

which is presented in the Guide Book for Senior Hi gh School 

Girl Reserves : 

"The day begins happil y with ' reveille ' or some 
cl.ear voice singing a ' morning song' in which all 
the waking camp famil y joins. There is an ' order 
for the day ' , because that is the best way to pre
serve a sense of barmony anti fitness of things . 
First come a morning s~lash and snappy setting-up 
exercises, followedby the f lag-raising cer emony . 
Arter breakfast half an hour is set aside for 
putting the tents and cabins in or der for the 
day. Then the girls and their counselors retire 
to a shaded, secluded spot for morning -worship and 
the much- loved discussion hour, when all give thot 
tul consideration to the relationship of themselves 
to God and others . Then come di nner and the rest 
~~. J 
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"The afternoon hours are devoted t o such activitie s 
as hikes , nature study, sports , handi~t and in
t eres t group projects . One group of girl s is en
gaged in making blue-prints of some f l owers which ~ 
nave been gathered on a hike . Another group is ex
perimenting with developing kodak f i lms and i s lea -
ing all t he many intricate and f ascinating met hods ] 
which insure a good picture. A third group i s lis
t ening with marked attention t o the chapter on Niner 
teenth Cent ury English Lit er ature which a counselor 
is reading from John Macy ' s ' The Story or the World ~s 
Literature. ' 

"In the evening , after supper and flag lowering, the~e 
may be a ' song fest ' about the camp- fire , a special j 
camp ceremoni al or story-telling about the stars an~ 
other aspects of God in nature . Then comes ' taps ' 
and the members of the camp famil y retire t o their 
tents to prepare fo r another day of adventure and 
fellowship together ."! 

Conf erences are hel d, usually once a year, to which 

each club is entitled to s end delegates . They emphasize the 1 

principles of Girl Reserve and are an inspiration to the wor 

or the local clubs. 

9 . The Junior High Gi rl Reserve.- The junior high 

organization is practically the same as that of the senior 

high except that it is built around the interests and cap

abilities of the early adolescent girl . The activities t end 

to center more about the physical side of the girl ' s nature . 

It is usually desi r able to have the junior high 

groups smaller than the senior high. More individual atten

tion is necessary in the case of yollllger girls . 

The handbook is "An Adventure Book for Yotmger Girls . " 

This book explains the purpose of Girl Reserve and opens up 

a number of interests to the adol escent girl as indi cated by 

1nou1de Book for Senior High School Girls"- pp. 71-72. 
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the following subject heads: 

Things to do by myself 
Things to do in my neighborhood 
Things to do whil e hiking 
Finding ways to make ot hers happy I 
When pl anning an adventure trip to learn about stars 
Discovery of the world I live in 
When giVing a gift 
What work shall I do in the world 
When I want to know more about the G. R. code 
When I want to help my school 
To build up TJ!1 club and widen my friendships 
Games to pl ay and teach others. 

III . The Hi-Y Kovement 

l . Purpose. - "The Hi-Y is a Christian movement of 

high school boys foster ed ~y the Yotmg Ken ' s Christian 

Association . Local branches are usually known as 1Hi-Y 

clubs ' and the national organization 1n the United States is 

referred to as the 1Hi-Y Movement '." l 

The purpose and organization of this club are much 

the same as in the Girl Reserve Movement . 

The purpose is stated as fol lows : 

"To create , maintain, and extend thr uout the school 
and commt.mity high standards of Christian character . 

The ~logan: 

"Clean living, clean speech, clean athletics , clean 
scholarship. 

The Dynamic: 

"Contagious Christian Character." 

The Objective: I 
"Health betterment; mind acquir ement; soul enlar ge
ment; social advancement; and service achievement. n1 

1 Harry C. McKown, op . cit., pp . 486-87. 
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2. Member ship . - .Membership in Hi-Y i s open to the 

older high school s tudents. It is not necessary that t hey b 

members of the Y. M. C. A. or any r el igi ous group. They must 

I simpl y subscribe to the purpose and objec tive of the club . 

A simil ar organization exists for the junior hi gh boys under 

the name of Junior Hi-Y. "It is desir able that the Hi-Y 

club become an inclusive group rather than an exclusive or gan

ization . nl 

5 . Organi zation. - "Methods of work and fo rms of 

organization vary in different places . However , outst anding 

points of emphasis based upon the stated purpos e usuall y in- I 
elude the fol lowing : 

1 . Personal commitment of high school boys 

a . To Chr istian ideal s of living; 

b . To loyal and active r elationship t o the 
church of their choice; and 

c . To devotion of life to its work in this and 
other l ands 

2 . Enlist ment a.11d training of high school boys f or 
lives of unself ish servi ce in behal f of their 
own schools and of the communi t.Y in which they 
live, together with special service for and with 
yotmger bofs . 

3 . Clean living, clean speech , clean athletics and 
clean scholar ship in continuous effor t 1n which 
the majority of the boys of the school can t.mite, 
in and t hr u the s chool groups or organization s to 
which t hey are r elated. 

4. Gr oup discussion and purposeful planning a s a 
means for mutual cooperation in the solution of 
common life problems , and as an incentive to 
character development and united efrort. 

l "The Hi-Y Movement" , p. 14. 



- 80-

5. Competent and helpful counsel concerning the var
ious life work opportunities, and a wholesome 
challenge to thorough preparation for and the 
Christian basis. of enlistment and service in all 
vocations. 

6. An incr easing sense of responsibility for the pr o 
motion of a spirit of f r iendship among the natio+ 
and races of the world . nl 

"The genius of the Hi-Y lies in its adaptation to al 

types of high schools and situations . This is because it is 

more of a spirit than an organization. 

"Local autonomy, local control, and local 

are the gutti..ding principles.n2 

adaptationf 

I 
4. Advisory Council. - A group of f rom five to seven 

men who are willing to accept general supervision of the worJ 

of the club form an advisory council. The president of the 1 

Hi-Y club is often added as a member ex-of ficio of the counci ~ . 

"A secretary from a city or county Y. M. C. A. is usually re

sponsible for supplying the expert counsel needed. He joins 

I with himself either the principal of the school or one or 

more members of the faculty of the school, one of whom be

comes the ' faculty adviser ', and some leading Christian lay

men of the community , all of whom are willing to give the 

organization of their time and leadersh1p.n3 

5. Dy;nam1c Group or Inner Circle . - "The 'Inner 

Circle ' is a cabinet made up for the purpose of infl uencing 

high school boys through the instrumentality of a small 

gr oup of consecrated, virile, active, and genuine boy leaders. 

1 "The Hi-Y Movement", pp. 3-4. 
~ Har ry C. McKown,op. cit., p. 487 . 
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This group is usually started by the selection of one or 

two boys by the Advisory Cotmcil and the gr adual addition ot 

other members as these seem to be available. It is tm.der th 

leadership of a competent teacher, committeeman, or pastor 

appointed by the Association or by the Advisory Cotmcil. It 

programs consist ot devotionals and discussions tor the fur

ther development ot the Hi-Y and its activities. nl 

6. Officers. - The officers and committees of the 

Hi-Y are much the same as in the Girl Reserve. Also, the 

relationship or the Hi-Y club to the state and national 

adult organization is similsr to that outlined in the dis

cussion of the Girl Reserve Movement. 

7. Program. - In planning the program, the Hi-Y 

leaders and members seek to find out how the club can bring 

about those conditions, situations, or activities that do 

help "to create, maintain and extend thruout the school and 

community high standards or Christian character." 

"The members confer on such questions as the 

following: 

What steps can we suggest that wil l help to make 
these standards more effective? 

What school groups can we enlist to assume the 
responsibility for carrying out these and other 
suggestions? 

How shall we go about it and upon whom shall re
sponsibility be placed? 

"Often such consideration of the standards or Chris 

tian character, prevalent among themselves and the student 

I l Ibid,, P• 48B ._ --------------------
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body, reveals conditions that are quite the reverse. These 

concrete problems of conduct are then faced quite as frankly 

and plans worked out by which to help win the cooperation of 

a majority of the students toward the higher ideals. Obviou -

ly, it is better to overcome evil with good, than merely to I 
seek to reform. 

"By such processes the Hi-Y Club develops its own 

program. This means that generally the boys seek to locate 

needs that other school groups are not meeting and help make 

provision for meeting these needs.nl 

I 8. Regular Meetings. - Most Hi-Y clubs meet r egular 

I 
ly once a week--sometimes on school time and sometimes after 

I school hours. A part of each meeting is usually given to 

worship . The main feature of these regular meetings is 

usually a frank discussion on some problem facing boy- life . 

Such subjects as the following are discussed: 

1 

"School spirit - How to Develop It" 

"Choosing Life ' -s Work" 

"Friendships - Making Them Worthy" 

"Community Responsibility" 

naow to Meet Temptation" 

"World Brotherhood 11 

"What Kind of Life Purpose?" 

t1What Kind of God Do We Believe In?" 

"How Far Should Custom Determine Standards of Condu t?' 

"The Hi-Y Movement11
, pp. 8-9. 
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"What Does Loyalty Cost?" 

"Or What I mportance is St udy?" 

"How Shal l I spend Ky Money?" 

"Abi l ity to Get on wel l at Home" 

"When Should a Boy Break with His Group?nl 

~. The Hi-Y Pin. - The Bi-Y pin is used to help 

give meaning to membership . The boy who dr ew the original 

design f r om which the pin was developed made the following 

stat ements in describing its si gnificance: 

"I made it a triangl e because dur ing the first six 
months of my membership 1n the high school club it 
made a complete change in me . On my ' mind ' side I 
was encouraged to study harder, and all my marks, 
formerly very low, are now in the BO ' s , except one, 
and that ' s in the 90 ' s--it' s great 1 

non the ' body ' side I used to be sick a great deal 
or the time, but by following the heal th hints and 
going into athletics I ' m now 1n mighty good shape ••• 

"On the ' spirit' side, well , you know that I 
accepted Christ soon after I became a member or t he 
club . That ' s the reason that I' ve put the cross 
1n the center. He ' s become the center or my l i te; 
and He ' s the center or our club . The white , well, 
you never did know how rotten my life was before I 
came into the club . I t isn' t white yet, but that's 
what we ' re all trying to make our lives become. 

"The whol e thing stands for sacrif ical service, for 
Chri st, and the other fellows . 112 

This boy has expressed quite forcefull y the true 

pur pose of Hi-Y . In 1926 the Nati onal High School Advisory 

Committee established a jewelled Hi-Y pin as a basis or 

awar d in local clubs for unusual and meri torious service on 

1 
2 

Ibid., p. 13. 
Ibid. 
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the part of a leader or Hi-Y member in achieving the Hi-Y 

objectives in s chool life . 

* * * . 
Camps and conferences for Hi-Y boys are similar to 

those described under the Girl Reserve Movement . Camps , in 

particular, form a very important part of Hi-Y work. 



CHAPTER V 

EVALUATION OF GIRL RESERVE AND HI-Y 

The Girl Reserve and Hi-Y Movements are on trial 

today as are all important movements and institutions. Mod

ern civili zation is inclined to discard every institution 

which cannot justify its existence. 

I The foregoing chapter has set forth the aims and 

I ideals or the Girl Reserve and Hi-Y clubs. The purpose or 

this chapter is to det ermine whether there is a place for 

organizations with such aims and ideal s 1n the publi c school; 

also , to determine whether the existing organizations are 

living up to these aims and ideals. 

Through interviews and questionnaireslan ef f ort has 

been made to secure the opinions of teachers and administra

tors, of Girl Reserve and Hi-Y secretaries, and of high 

school students, regar ding these organizations. 

The majority of the statements made by sponsors out

side of Wichita were secured from the Girl Reserve "Up-to

the Minute Sheet" for 1931-32, in answer to the question: 

"What is the greatest contribution of the Girl Reserve Club 

to your high school?" These reports were secured from the 

files of the Kansas District Y. W. C. A. 

Nida_ pp .. 104-106. 
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The student eval uations wer e obt ained in response t 

questionnari es sent to Wichita Hi-Y and Girl Reserve clubs 

and eight neighboring towns. The f ollowing opinions were 

stated in answer to these questions: "What does Girl Reeerv 

and Hi-Y do for you that other organizations do not do?" 

11.Any additional r emarks as to the value or Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Y in your lif'e: ". 

I . Eval uation in the Light of Modern 
Adolescent PsychologyA 

1 . Girl Reserve and Hi -Y Serve as Int egrating 

Agencies . - One or the outst anding needs or the adolescent, 

as pointed out in Chapt er I , i s that life shall not be de

par tmentalized, that it shall be conceived of a s a whol e a.md 

shal l permit gr owth into a uni fi ed personality' . The Gi r l 

Reserve and Hi-Y clubs are unique in that they offer a pro

gr am to the hi gh school youth which touches every aspect of 

his life-- s pi r itual, physical, mental, and social. They see 

to help him to unify his life about the highest integr a ting 

for ce of which we know--religion. He is not only taught 

religious principles and i deals but is shown how t hese prin

ciples and ideals may be applied to all phase·s of life . 

A Girl Reserve had this in mind when she said: 

"Girl Reserve t ouches mor e the entire lif e of the 
girl t han some ot her organizations. Chris tian 
Endeavor touches the spiritual while some or gani
zations help the physical and other s , like study 
clubs, help the mental , whil e Girl Reserve helps al 
thr ee, the mental , spiritual , and p~sical."l 

1 

1 
AG. R. - Whitewater , K_an_ s_a_s_. _________ ----
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IA- the words of a Girl Reserve sponsor: 

"The G. R. is the only club 1n school where all phases 
of a girl ' s life are considered, spiritual as well as 
the others.nl 

Another sponsor gives as the crowning contribution of the 

Girl Reserve club to the high school the fact that it 

"develops the three-fold life ot a high school girl . "2 

Another says: 

It "helps girls to live more thoroughly and whole
heartedly the four-fold 11fe.n3 

Other Girl Reserve and Hi-Y members say: 

Hi-Y "gives both physical and mental development.n3 

Hi-Y "brings fellows of the club closer in friendship , 
spiritual, and mental development.n5 

"It teaches me a1·1 things--ftm., rel igion, and apprec
iation of the beautiful and lovel y things .n4 

"Girl Reserve is one of the most all- inclusive of any 
of the organizations of which I am a member. I t i s 
signifi cant of the three-fold life--physical, mental , 
and spiritual.

5 
Social activities and good times are 

not slighted. " 

2. They Help the Adolescent to Know Hi msel f and to 

Solve His Problems. - The adolescent is undergoing a pro

nounced physical and mental change . He finds it dif ficult 

to get acquainted with the emerging self. Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Y help him to know his own personal! ty, to anal yze and 

solve his problems 1n a group of his own age and interests . 

A Girl Reserve sponsor sa:ys that the club is valuable 

chiefly because 

"It provides an opportunity for the girls to think 
seriously together on some of life ' s vital problems 

~ G. a. Sponsor, Caldwell . ~ Hi-Y member Wichita High N.I 
~ R. S_ponso:r.,_ Ells.w~tlh_ ~ A G • .L-., Hafu1 lton, Wichita . 

AG. R. 
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and int er ests which are otherwise crowded out of t ~le 
busy modern girl's thinking to a l arge extent . 0 1 9 
A Girl Reserve writes: 

"Girl Reserve gives me a way by which I may solve 
my own personal problems. "2 

Another says : 

"In Girl Reserve we are given a chance to discuss 
problems instead of just being t ol d about them, and 
in this group we are all near anough of' the same 
age to see t hings alike . Things are presented to 
us from our s t andpoint, whi le in an organizati on 
where there ar e all ages it is har der to get down 
to the point. n3 

Other comments by' Girl Reserves are: 

"It has helped me solve my own personal problmms as 
nothing else has ." 

"It deals with things that r eally pertai n to a gir l ' 
life. " 

"G . R. helps you solve problems that you are up 
against . " 

G. R. 11helps to give clear under s t anding of mos t 
anything that bothers you. " 

"It affords an opportuni ty of expr essi ng your opinio 
and asking questions you would l i ke to know. n4 

Hi-Y boys say: 

Hi-Y "teaches you how to race the problems or life.' 

"It has helped correct my personal faults ." 

"It discusses matters that are of importance t o you 
and it makes you under s t and much better. " 

Hi-Y gives you a "chance to talk of personal 
problems. n5 

~ G. R. Sponsor, Cherryvale. 
AG. R. , Clearwater. 

3 AG. R., Rose Hill. 
4 AG. R., Goddard. 5 A Hi-Y member, Goddard . 



3. G. R. and Hi-Y Provide Means of Satisfying and 

Developing Interests . - The adolescent, full of new inter

ests and anxious to use his emerging powers , needs abundant 

opportunity" to express himself and develop his resources. 

These clubs offer splendid opportunities for such develop

ment. 

One Girl Reserve says, "G . R. interests us in 

hobbies which are very uaef ul and helpfu1 . nl Another speak 

of Girl Reserve as affor ding "a chance to work at anything 

you wish. n2 

Other girls say: 

G. R. "gives to me more opportunity" to devel op my 
talents and to enjoy a deeper appreciation or 
things.n5 

"I think G. R1 makes you feel more free to express 
your ideas . "~ 

"In G. R. you5may give your opinion more clearly 
and freely. n 

Hi-Y members say: 

"Hi-Y brings the boys of our school to a meeting 
once a week and lets us express ourselves. Other
wise we cannot become acquainted with each other 
a s we do 1n Hi-Y . n6 

"In Hi-Y we have the open discussion which gives us 
training in conversation and in thinking . "7 

Girl Reserve sponsors mention the satisfaction of 
interests as one of the chief contributions of Girl Reserve 

to the school: 

1
2 

A G. R., 
It " ff 

3 n n tt 
4 n n n' 

Whitewater . 
" 

Mullinville. 
" 

~AG. R. , Goddard. 
Hi-Y member, Goddard . 

7 Hi-Y member , Wi~hita, Nort 



"G. R. helps the girl to become a community worker 
and to..develop her own abilities and talents along 
worthwhile lines. 111 

Girl Reserve "provides o~portunity for girls to 
satisfy their interests . 2 

It is an "outlet for girls desiring to do things."Z 

It "creates a place for the girls to find int erests 
and develop their personalities.n4 

G. R. "gives the girls an opportunity to work and 
use their own abilities and talents." 

4 . They Help the Adolescent to Make Friends. - The 

adolescent boy and girl are becoming very much interested 1n 

ot her people, especially in middle and later adolescence. 

They long for friends . One of the crowning features of Girl 

Reserve antt Hi-Y is that they help high school yol.lllg people 

form the friendships they so ar dently desire, as indicated 

by the following expressions of club members: 

"Girl Reserve gives us a chance to become better 
acquainted with our friends , our teachers, and helps 
us to make new friends . 11 5 

G. R. "helps you to become better acquainted with a 
cleaner class of ·girls. n6 

"It brings me closer to friends I otherwi~e wouldn ' 
have." 

"It develops a better fellowship between the Hamilto 
Hi-Y fellows and along with that it stresses clean 
manners and sports ." 

Hi-Y "helps me to get closer to yotmger and superio 
cfassmates all at the same time.n7 

"The Girl Reserve organization helps to form friend
ships more readily than any other organization of 
which I know. n8 

~ G. R. Sponsor, Sabetha . 
G. R. Sponsor, Clearwater . i G. R. Sponsor, McLouth 
G. R. Sponsor, Lyons ~~-

g A G. R. 1 Clearwater. 
AG. R. , Roosevelt, Int. i North Hi-Y, Wichita 
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These clubs help their members to understand each 

other and people in general , includi ng members of ot her r aces , 

as evidenced by the following expressions: 

11G. R. hel ps me to appr eciate other people and to help 
them . nl 

"I appr eci ate its help (G . R.) very much in getting 
acquainted with ot her individuals . " 

"It has helped me to meet people of other raees . "2 

"It has developed a br oad- mindeliness in regard t o 
other races . 113 

n •••• • it has helped me to 1.mderstand different types 
of people better than I would have if I had not been 
in G. R. work . n4 

"It has made me have a deeper appreciation for my 
friends , teachers , etc . It has also made me appr eci
ate the fact that we ought to feel the same about 
people of other co1.mtries as we do about ourselves . n5 

"Hi-Y has given me a bet ter under st anding of other 
peopl e . " 

5. They Provide Whol esome Soci al Life . - Because he 

is becoming socialized and because he craves activity and 

self- expr ession, the adolescent youth is very much inter

ested in social affairs. Good , wholesome, parties and 

social fl.mctions are especially i mportant at this t ime. The 

following expressions by Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are typical : 

no. R. has helped me to not be afr aid in a crowd and 
not to be self-conscious . " 

G. R. provides "clean social contacts for gir ls ." 

"It (Hi-Y) helps me social ly very much. u6 

"The Hi-Y has helped me to get along with other boys 
better and have more fun in beneficial activ1ties . n6 

I AG . R., Valley Center. 
2 AG. R., Bentley . 
3 A G. R • ..L Whj._ te_wa t=e=r,_,,.'-----

t AG . R. , Whitewater . 
6 AG . R. , Roosevelt, Int . 

Hi-Y , Ham~lton Int . 



"It tends to build a s t rong and beaut i ful character 
and provides for more social life.nl 

"The Girl Reserve affords clean, int eresting enter
tainment. n2 

"It t eaGhes you how to be better fri ends 1n your 
social lite . n3 

6 . Gir l Reserve and Hi -Y Help t o Satisfy the Spir

i tual Needs of Adolescent Youth. - The spir itual nature of 

the adol escent is developi ng as wel l as the physical , mental , 

and social . He is eager for help 1n finding his proper re-

l lationships in the spiritual world, no less t han 1n the 

material world . As the high school youth needs s timulus for 

the sharpened senses, the emerging reasoning power, and the I 
new social interests, he needs food fo r his spirit ual 

natur e. That Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are minister ing to this 

need is clearly shown by the fol lowing quotations . 

Sylvester Chance, t eacher at East High, Wichita says : 

"The Girl Reserve and Hi-Y clubs are most valuable 
as definitely religious organizations . Every high 
school youth should be chal lenged with the ideals 
and teachings of" Jesus . This cannot be done in a 
def i.Dite way in the classroom. These clubs, in whicti 
membership is voluntary , o·rrer splendid opportuni tie ~ 
for the perforpiance of this most important task . " 

The fol lowing quotations by Girl Reserves indicate 

the appreciation they feel for the help that the club has 

given them in a religious way : 

"It emphasizes God and religion and the buildi ng of 
character and friendships more than any other club 
to which I belong ." 4 

1 AG . R. ,Mullinvilh. 
2 AG. R., Goddard . 

4 A G. R., Valley Center • . 

~ Hi-Y member.., Goddard_. ------------------
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"G. R. helps me to have a better understanding of 
what religion really is.nl 

"It. provides the spiritual element in a school enviro -
ment. It reaches girls that the church might not 
have reached. nl 

"Girl Reserve sets a religious viewpoint in our schoo] 
which is helpful to ourselves and also to our school Jnl 

"Girl Reserve has given me a clearer thought of God. "~ 

"G . R. places religion at the front. This is some
thing no other organization outside of the immediate 
church does . n2 

"G. R. has some of the most reverent and beautiful 
devotions of any organization to which I bel ong . n3 

"Girl Reserve stresses the worthwhileness of a Chris
tian life while the' girl is still young . n 

Hi-Y boys are also appreciative of the religious 

emphasis of the organization: 

A junior high boy says of Hi-Y: 11 It teaches me 
religion and fair play. 114 

Other 1U-Y boys say: 

"It combines religion and school work . " 

"It teaches how religion affects our lives." 

"Hi-Y gives me a deeper appreciation of the better 
things in life. The inner circle has done more than 
any other thins to interpret religion for me.n5 

"The Hi-Y teaches a boy to be a good Christian . n5 

"It makes me see more of the t hings God has made and 
realize who made them. In them I see God . n6 

"Hi-Y brings you close to Christ . "6 

l Valley Center Girl Reserves. 
2 Rose Hill Girl Reserves. 
3 AG. R., Clearwater. 
4 Hi-Y member, Roosevelt Intermediate. 
5 Hi-Y member, North High, Wichita. 

16 Hi-Y member, Goddard . --------------
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7. They Set Up Tangible Ideals for Youth. - Youth is 

a time of idealism. What the adolescent shall become is 

largely dependent upon his ideals at this time. The Girl 

Reserve and Hi-Y clubs present ideals of the highest type . 

These ideals are tangi ble and in terms which the adolescent 

can understand. 

The following are typical opinions: 

"The Girl Reserve ha,s really helped me to have higher 
ideals and to live up to them." 

"Girl Reserve asks for higher standards of living than 
do most organizations .nl 

"The Hi-Y club stands for high ideals. It has a eode 
which is second to none . It is an honor to belong . n2 

Sponsors say: 

"G . R. holds ideals of Christian living before the 
girls and helps t hem to become Christian leaders .n3 

It"keeps the high ideals of the Christian life al
ways before the girls ~uring the period of life 
most needed. n4 

Girl Reserve "gives the girls the only Christian 
ideals found in the schoo1.n5 

"The code furnishes high ideals.n6 

8 . They Provide Opporttmities for Service . - The 

adolescent youth is altruistic. If he can be led to estab

lish habits of service at this period he will likely develop 

into a citizen sensitive to the needs of others . Girl R4-

serve and Hi-Y offer many opportunities for service as is 

evidenced by the following quotations: 

J -l-A-G-. -R-.,-C-l_e_a_r_w_a_t_e_r-.-------4~G-.-R-.-S-p_o_n_s_o_r~, -St_e_r=l-~. 
2 Hi-Y member, North High, Wichita . ~ G. R. Sponsor, Lorrain. 

G. R. Sponsor, Newton. G. R. Sponsor, Lincoln 
-----
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" •• •• • It also gives us a chance to help others . nl 

G. R. "trains for service . n2 

"Our club has become a ' helper '. Everyone feels free 
to ask us to di things that might not otherwise be 
accompl ished. u 

G. R. "gives a chance to all gir ls to take in some 
activity and to r ender service . n4 

G. R. "makes the girls ready for service at all 
times . "5 

"The Hi-Y affords an oppor tunity for boys to help 
other boys in school who are less fo r t unate t hen 
ourselves .n6 

"It affords the chance of building a higher and 
better character and a chance for real wor k in 
helping ot hers . "6 

"It teaches me to think of other s all the time .n6 

9. Advantages of, Unmixed Gr ouping. - The Girl Reserve 

in a great many schools is the only organization to which all 

girls may belong and the Hi -Y the only one to which all boys 

may bel ong . There are a number of problems which can be dis- I 

cussed much better in an , un.mixed than in a mi xed group . One 

Girl Reserve mentions as one thing which G. R. does that 

other organizations do no~ do , the oppor tunity for "fellow

ship with girls alone. They are nea.rly the same age and 

their thoughts and problems are about the same . They can be 

expr essed more freely then with a group of mixed boys and 

girls or people too old or too young . n7 The foll owing 

quotations further emphasize this point of merit : 

Ll 
AG . R., Clearwater. 
G. R. Sponsor , Kensington . 
G. R. Sponsor , Whitewater 
G. R. Sponsor, Burlington 

5 G. R. Sponsor, Woodston. 
6 Hi-Y members , North High, 

Wichita . _J 
__ 7_ A G. R., Valley Center. 
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11Gi r l Reserve is the only or gani zation in which girl s 
meet and exchange ideas freely . " 

"In G. R .. we are given a chance to discuss pr oblems 
instead of just being t ol d about t hem. And in this 
group we are all near enough ot t he same age t o see 
t hings alike! Things are presented to us from our 
standpoint. " 

"Girl Reser ve deals with things that really pertain 
to a girl ' s life . "2 

"G . R. has helped me in the prime of my girlhood in
to womanhood. n3 

"It gives you a chance to r eally ge t together with 
ot her girls and talk things over." 

"G. R. gives opportunity to discuss one ' s own pr ob
lem~ with gi r ls of the s ame age who have similar 
problems . n4 

"We can discuss things her e that we could not in any 
other or gani zation . n5 

Hi-Y boys say : 

"It gets boys toget her with a common interest •••• and 
gives me the opportunity to form new and las ting 
friendships and discuss problems concerni ng us 
a11 . 116 

"The Hi-Y club is ma.de up only of boys; t her ef'or e.t. 
we may discuss a great many di f f erent subjects . 11 ·1 

"Hi-Y brings boys of the school toget her to discuss I 
problems which cannot be discussed in other organ
izations . 117 

II . Contributions Made to the School . 

These clubs are valuable not only for the con t ri

butions they make to the lives of high school boys and gir l , 

but for the wholesome infl uence they have upon the s chool 

life . 

1A G. R., 
2A G. R. , 
3A G. R. , 

Clearwater . 
Rose Hill . 
Whitewater • 

..___ .... -H-~ 1-t-=-:::---1~~ H±gh, Wichita . 

5A G. R. , Goddar d . 
6Hi-Y member, North High, Wi ~dh- 1 
7B1-Y member, Goddar d. i t • ,,__ __ 
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Grover C. Dotzour, principal or Wichita High Schoo 

North is particularly appreciati ve ot the intluence ot thes~ 

clubs in high school. He says: 

"Girl Reserve and Hi-Y give moral tone and to a veJ 
significant degree set the standards tor the whole 
school. The G. B. code i s clear and inspiring, an 
something tangible by which the high school girl 
m~ square her conduct pattern. The Purpose and 
Slogan of the Bi-Y likewise challenge the boy to 
the .fines t ideals ot Christian liv!ng. It is true 
that only a minority ot the student body become 
member s of these organizations, but they provide 
a nucleus and otter a dynamic program through which 
a principal may reach the wider student group." 

A sponsor speaks of Girl Reserve as "improving the 

morale ot the school and commtmity . •1 Other sponsors say: 

•It (G. R.) gets behind school activities." 

G. R. "breaks the line between school classes and 
church denominations.n2 

G. B. "develops leaders tor other activities.nl> 
4 

"It gives a Christian atmosphere to the schoml." 

art does away somewhat with cliques. n5 

no. R. helps put
6
over the activities or the school 

and community ... 

This Girl Reserve is evidently finding it difficult 

to enJoy school: 

"It is a club in a school that makes school lite 
more tolerable." 

III. Other Values. 

1. The,: are democratic. - Among the most democratic 

organizations in the high school are Girl. Reserve and Bi-I. 

1 G. R. Sponsor, Plains. 4 G. R. Sponsor, Sedan. 
2 G. R. Sponsor, Kinsle;y . 5 G. R. Sponsor, Mankato. 

1 3 G. R. Sponsor, Valley Falls.~~6 G. R. Sponsor, Hill City. 
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They are open to every boy and girl 1n the school, regardles~ 

ot race, station, or creed. Sponsors mention the democratic1 

nature or the olubs as one of the biggest contributions whic 

they make to the high school. Such expressions as these are 

common: 

UThe girls in our club are so democratic and free.nl 

G. R. "fosters the democratic spirit and friendliness 
among the girls. uid 

These expressions by Hi-Y boys are significant: 

"B'one ot the fellows have command over the others 
because all fellows are equal. n3 

"We're all good friends. Everything is concerning 
you instead of one or two people. Everybody bas a 
say so about the things we are going to do.n4 

2. These 8lubs Train for Leadership. - Girl Reserve 

and Hi-Yotter to any boy or girl with initiative the oppor

tunitf to develop into a leader along some line of act1Vity. 

These expressions are typical: 

1 G. B. 
2 n n 
3 Hi-Y 

--4 " ff 

"Girl Reserve has taught me how to become a leader. " 

G. R. "gives the girl an opportunity tor leadersb.1p~ 
bringing out the best in their personalit1es.n5 

Girl Reserve, "more t han any other organization has 
t aught me to get rid of my self-consciousness when 
I get up to l ead a meeting.n6 

"Hi-Y teaches me leadership.w7 
.. 

"It gives me good training f~r leadership and how to 
face the problems of life." 

"It affords a fine chance to the boy and girl really! 
interested in better things to develop leadership 
along those lines."8 

Sponsor, Richmond. 
n , Jewell 

boy, Roo~eve!t, Int. 
", Robinson, Int. 

~ G. R. Sponsor, Cherokee. 
A G. R., Derby. 

Z- Hi-Y bor Hamil ton Int~· ~ 
A Sponsor. 
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3. General Statemests ot Appreciation. -

RI have been a member or Hi-Y for six 7ears. What 
I have learned from Hi-Y i s priceles1 and things I 
will never torget. 111 

"B1-Y makes a fellow honest. Be gets 1n a good group 
which has a good int'luence upon hlm.112 

"It (G. B.) gives more opportunities t or helping 
ot her people and tor seeing more beautiful things. 
It also helps us 1n a reiigious w~.n~ 

"Girl Reserve gives me a deeper appreciation or the 
beautiful . I t brings more clearly to me the value 
ot t.;;pe friendship, and abov4 all , leads me on to 
the highest ideals 1n l ife." 

Hi-Y "helps torm good hab1ts. n5 

"You have a chance to show your skill in spgrts and 
receive better training in sportsmanship.n6 

"Hi-I reaches boys t hat would not otherwise be 
reached." 

"The Hi-Y endeavors to help us boys to get along 
better together in every way and at the same time 
be a benefit to others . The training we receive 1n 
moral and social problems i s different.w6 

•It teaches sportsmanship and manners along with 
religious exer c1ses.n6 

G. R. "helps in the buil ding of one's lite and 
character. • 7 

Hi-Y "affords outside activities, better under
s t anding or world and domesti~ affairs, and gives 
you new slants on morals and rel1g1on.w8 

"The program. seems to be well adapted t o the modern 
dq in 1 ts flexibility' . n9 

"Gi r l Reserve reaches young people that the church 
might not reach. n 1 0 

I Hi-Y member, 11orth High, Wi chita. ~ Hamilton Int. Hi-Y boy • 
2" n " Roosevel t, Int. * • A G. R., Goddard. 
3 A G. R. , Robinson, Int. 11 

• 8 Hi-Y member, Horth Hig • 
I ! AG. R. , Der~. 9 Hi-Y Sponsor, Belle Pl in 
~ Hi-I member, llison, Int. " •10 G. R. n Valle Ce. 
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The following quotations are excerpts from a talk I 
delivered at the Girl Reserve Round !able ot the Kansas Statr 

Teachers Association at Hutchinson, November, 1932, by Kiss 

Jlildred Smith, the president-elect of the Wichita High Schoo 

East Girl Reserve for the year 1933-34; 

The Y. W. C. A. In the Heart of a Girl 

"I am happy tor this opporttn1ity to speak as a Girl 
Reserve and to tell others interested 1n the work 
what it means to me. As I have been entering on 
my last year ot this work I have often wished I 
could express m:,- appreciation or it. It is the sub 
Ject nearest and dearest tom:, heart. I hope 7outl 
forgive me for talking mostly about myself, but I 
am sincere 1n giVing you a glimpse ot rq thoughts 
and dreams; I am sure that in speaking tor m:,-selr 
I speak tor most of the Girl Reserves you know ••••• 

li'fhis is my sixth year as a Girl Reserve and I could 
not begin to tell you how much it has meant to me, 
how much a part or me it has become. I was tascinaf 
ted at first by the code, the purpose, and all the 
simple standards ot the organization. I began 
zealously to try to live that code. It became in- I 
creasingly ditficul t tor me to lose rq temper and 
still consider myself a Girl Reserve. It was some
time during m:, tirst years 1n O. R. that I began to 
think about myselt and to take some initiative in 
developing my own personality ~d character. I am 
glad now that Gi~l Reserve ideals were there tor me 
to adopt at that time. 

"I was more deeply impressed by my first G. R. Recog 
nition SerT1Ce than I had been by any-thing or the 
kind eYer before. At that time I was eager tor 
high ideals, as I suppose most girls are at that 
early teen age. I am always a 11 t tle provoked at 
some ot the all-inclusive opinions that all young 
people ot today are j azz-speed, and movie-mad.-, We 
hold sacred a great mclJ\Y things, and I am sure that 
all Girl Reserves, whether they admit it or not, 
really loYe beautiful, idealistic ceremonials. I 
loved the beautiful allegorical stories, the Recog
nition and Vesper serTices. And as I presided at 
our recognition service a few weeks ago, I was 
thrilled anew at the beauty ot candle-light finding 
an answering glow in the eyes ot those girls who 
are going eagerl7 out to race life with high courj 
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age and the gallant ideals they are learning in 
G. R. 

not course as we grow older, we become more practica 
and it is then we realize the true Talue of G. R. 
1n character bUilding. For by those stories, plays 
and ceremonials, we built our actions aroi.md the 
f i.mdamental qualities ot BD7 admirable character. 
We realize how desirable it is for anyone to be 
"gracious in manner", etc. 

"Besides the spiritual and idealistic side ot our 
club work, the practical experience it affords is 
valuable. We learn to preside and to organize. In 
managing our finances, we even get some good busi
ness experience. We are given responsibility all 
our own and gain poise and experience which I am 
sure will prove valuable to us later •• •• •••••• 

"As I look back over these 7ears, I find that the 
memories ot the happiest times I've had are those 
connected with Girl Reserve. 

"l learned a lot about living with other people at 
camp which I attended the first 7ear I belonged. 
Camp meant so much to me that year, that I went 
again and last summer it was a dream come true when 
I was prirtleged to be a Junior coi.msel.lor at that 
camp ••••••••• 

"Last summer also I was sent as a delegate to the 
State Conference at Camp Wood. It was there I did 
a lot ot th1nk1ng about the Talue ot Girl Reserve 
and there that I realized the specific things I haT 
told you. I didn't Just decide all these things 
because I had been asked to talk to you; I am mere 
ly- telling you the things I have been thinking tor 
some time. I looked upon a tar wider horizon or 
f'ellowship. I had been thinking of G. R. as a per
sonal experience, or at most, 1D terms ot one or 
two comparatively small clubs. I had a hazy realiz -
tion that there were other girls l1Ving toward the 
same ideals, but it was different to see and know 
some ot them. The 14,000 Girl Reserves 1n Kansas 
became very real to me. To one who has alwqs livej 
1n the city', it was a revelation to realize what 
G. R. means to the girl who lives on a farm. I tel 
m.rself a very small part ot a vast group ot sister 
Girl Beserves who were doing the same things I was, 
tor a common ideal. 

L "The week of camp lif'e was indeed an experience. To 
live with 165 other girls, the great maJorit, ot who 
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were total strangers; to live with them in harmony 
and triendliness and develop new friendships among 
them was thrilling. We bad a great common interes , 
which brought us there together and it formed the 
basis upon which we made many new friends. The 11 e 
in our cabin, e-specially, seemed almost ideal to 
me. We seven girls came there from different parts 
of the s tate and we were soon like one Jo;lly, attec 
tionate family. We now correspond and are already 
making plans to be together at mid-winter conferenc. 

"When some question would come up in a council meet
ing, an adviser might ask, •Would that be very 
•gracious 1n manner'?' Bow effective that was l 
There wasn't much need or actual discipline where 
we were all trying to be Girl Reserves at our veey 
best. 

"Kost or the girls look forward eagerly to the time 
when they can accept their G. R. rings and those 
rings really mean inspiration to us when we wear 
them." 

In her closing ~emarks, this Girl Reserve issued a 

challenge to the sponsors ot Girl Reserve: 

"You have a responsibility and a tar-reaching oppor-1 
tmiitT in building Christian ideals into the lives 
of your girls. I'd like to leave with you the 
challenge I gave to TIJ1' cabinet girls when I was in
stalled last spring. 

WJou whose hearts possess a dream 
You whose vision still is time, 
Will you follow still the gleam, 
Will you build the world anew?" 

This talk expresses many or the high points ot Girl 

Reserve. Kention is made ot the definitely character build

ing aspects ot the club, as follows: 

•It became increasingly difficult for me to lose UST 
temper." 

•x began to think about myself and to t ake some 
1nit1at1Ye 1n developing 'liq own personal character. 

"For by those stories, pl~s, and ceremonials , we 
built our actions around the fundamental qualities 
of any admirable character." 
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"We realize how desirable it is tor anyone to beeom 
'gracious in manner'." 

"I learned a lot (at camp) about liTing with other 
people." 

"When some question would come up in a council meet 
1ng, an adrtsor might ask, ' Would that be ver, 
'gracious in manner' ?' How effective that was I" I 
This G. R. president emphasizes the appeal made to 

her by' the i dealism ot the club: 

nr was more deeply impressed bf uq first G. R. Reco -
nition service than I had been b7 anything or the 
kind eTer before. At that time, I was eager tor 
high ideals, as I suppose most girls are at that 
early teen age." 

Special mention is made of the opportunitf atford 

tor self-development: 

nwe learn to preside and to organize. In managing 
our finances , we even get some good business ex~ 
perience. We are given responsibilit,. all our own 
and gain poise and experience which I am sure will 
prove valuable to us later.n 

There are few Girl Reserves who have taken the 

trouble to write out so effectively the value ot Girl Re

serve to them, but, Judging from the remarks made by club 

members from time to time, this testimony seems typical . 

IV. Results of Quest ionnaires. 

By means of a questionnair e (as shown on p· J.04 ) 

an attempt has been made to determine the religious ideas 

and ideals or high school youth and to get their own Tiew

point as to their religious needs in order that a more 

thorough evaluation ot Girl Reserve and Hi-Y m~ be made. 

'?he most effective way ot evaluating a religious organizatioh 



r QUESTIONNAIRE I 

Pl aoe nuni:>er 1 before the s tatement you feel of moat importance, nunber 
2 before the s tatement of next i mportance, nud)er 3 berore the next, and 
ao on, until all are nuDi>ered . Place O bet ore atatement e you feel of no 
illportance* In the blank apace• write any etatem.enta you think should 
be added. 

I • .Religion • ans to me 
( ) going to church 
l ) believing certain thi ngs {acceptance of doctrine) 

() a sense of fellowship with God 
( ) living up to the s t andards aet by sy church 

{ ) living up to the highest i deals of which I know in every 
department or life 

( ) being different from other people 
( ) an appreciation of things moat worthwhil e 1n life 
( ) 

II. In order to make re l i gion a more vital part of my life, I need: 
( ) a better understanding of God 
( ) to know what Jesus really taught concerning the ••1 we 

should live 
( ) a chance to think out '9Y own religious idea• without critici sm 
( ) be tter opportunities for worship 

{ ) a chance to express 1flY Olm ideas and discusa them with oi.hera 

( ) the guidance of someone who haa t hought out his own re l i gioua, 
problellll 

() a clea rer underatanding of whet religion means 
( ) more oppor tuni tiee ror ael"'t'ice 

( ) help in mtemdning, what h right and wr ong 

( ) a more t horough knowledge of church doctrine 

( ) a better understanding or the Bible 

( ) 

III. Can e. high school boy or girl be e. well- rounded person 1rithout 

religion1 lo ---- Uncertain ----Yea 

GiTe reasons tor your answer: 

Age --- Year in school lame ot lcho ol ---------
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QUESTIONNAIRE II 

Place nUDlbe r l before the atatement you feel of moat importance, 
nunber 2 before the statement of next importance , nunber S before 
the next, and ao on, lmtil all are nuni>ered. Place O before atate
menta you feel of no importance . In the blank apaoea write any 
etatementa you think should be added. 

I. Thing, I like beat in Girl Reserve (or Bi-Y) 

( ) the good ti•a, such as parties, hike•, singing pep 
aonga, etc . 

( ) what it hea taught me about God and the Bible 

( ) the new light it haa given me on world problems, au ch 
aa world peace, understanding of other raoea, etc . 

~ ) the ke ener appreciation it baa given lD9 of Jesus and 
Bia teachings 

( ) the things it baa taught me to do., such aa handicra.fta, 
dramatics and hobbies 

() the triendehipa formed 

( ) the help it baa given me in s olving 111'/ personal problema 

( ) the knowledge it baa given me of etiquette, how to get 
a.long socially, etc. 

() opportunities it he.a afforded tor helping others 

( ) the deepe r appreciation it has given me of the beautiful 

( ) the chance afforded tor leader1hip 

( ) the closer contact with teaohera 

( ) 
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(Continued f r om page 105) 

11. Our Girl Reserve Club (or Hi-Y) places t he moat emphasis on 

() religion (auoh as worship services, di•oussiona on 
rel igiou1 probl ema, and the study of t he Bible 

( ) 1ooi al life (sueh as part ies, hike• , etc. } 

( ) physical actiTity (1uch aa athletics , ga1119a, handicra:tta) 

( ) mental development (suoh as the study of good books, 
worl d probleDIII, how to develop the 
mind, etc. ) 

( ) finances ( the making of money) 

( ) character building (that whi ch help• to build character 
but has no direct bee.ring upon 

( ) 
religion) 

(Use t he back of t his sheet for your answers to III, IV, 
and V) 

Ill. What does Girl Reserve (or Bi•?) do f or you that other organi1a• 
tiona do not dot 

IV. What doe• Girl Reser ve (or Hi· T) fail to do' that you would like 
to have it dot 

v. Any additional re111lrk• as to the value of Girl .Reserve ( or Bi-Y) 
in your 1 ite: 

Year in school Bame of school --- -------



-Column head• given in 
full on page 104. TABLE I 

RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE I• PART I 

School Not Tes ed pta Ric. Pta. Bk. Pt.a. Rk. Pta . me. 
Church Belief Fellowship Standards 

City G. R.•A 13 76 6 S4 3 26 1 4S 4 

Cit.y G. R.-B 8 S5 6 Sl 4 14 2 38 6 

City Bi•Y -A &) 11.62 6 l6S 6 49 l 96 3 

City Hi•Y •B 67 ~19 6 253 5 118 2 223 4 

Totals 108 6 5 2 4 

Rural G. R.-A 20 «> a 62 4 35 l 70 5 

Rural G. R.-B 60 313 5 336 6 109 l 219 s 
Rural G. R.•C 6 39 6 28 • 8 l S2 6 

Rural o. Ji. •I) S8 176 6 218 6 64 l 124 ' 
Rural Bi•Y A 12 99 6 69 6 18 l 37 2 

Rural Bi•Y B 16 61 5 68 ' 26 l 53 3 

Tot.ab 161 6 6 l s 

Int. G. R.•A 20 64 s 11 6 SI l 76 6 

Int. Hi•Y •A 20 136 6 110 6 36 1 76 4 

. 
Tot.ab 40 6 6 1 ' 

Pta. Ric. Pt.a • Rk. 

Ideale Different 

S2 2 132 7 

9 l 66 7 

71 2 244 7 

97 l 493 1 

l 7 

44 2 170 7 

161 2 667 7 

18 2 44 7 

76 2 293 7 

44 s 105 1 

40 2 llS 7 

2 '1 

42 2 17S 7 

64 2 173 7 

2 7 

~y: 
Pt.a. - Pointe 
Rk:. - RaBlc 

pt,. Ric. 

Worthwhile 

59 5 

18 s 
llS 4 

108 s 
3 

78 6 

239 4 

28 s 
106 3 

46 4 

68 6 

-4 

69 4 

69 3 

I 3 

• 
I 



Column heade given in 
full on pe.ge 104. 

School , e~.fed 

City ·G. R.-A 24 

City G. R.-B 8 

City Ri-Y A 41 

City Hi•Y B 67 

Tat.ala 130 

Rural G • R. •.A. a> 
Rural G. R.-B 00 

Rural G. R.-C 7 

Rural G • .l.•B 30 

Rural G. B.•F ti) 

Rural Hi•Y A 12 
Rural Bi•Y B 6 

Total• 196 

Pt•. Rk. 

God 

68 l 

i, 2 

41 1 

J.eo 2 

1 

36 1 

127 1 

10 1 

59 1 

146 l 

37 2 ,., 2 

1 

TABLE I 

RESULTS OF QUBSTIONNA 

pta . Ric. Pt.I Rk:. p 

Jesu s Thirk w 
68 2 1 53 6 l 

42 5 80 11 

90 3 226 10 1; 

186 3 378 10 5J 

s 11 

66 3 135 1 14 

247 s 474 9 1. 

24 3 54 10 • 

72 3 131 4 1( 

192 s ,~ 8 ~ 

21 l S9 I ! 

M 6 114: 10 1; 

s 8 

}I\ • ·, . , .... . ,, ... ( 

' b 
(X) 
I 



Column bead• given in 
full on page 104. 

School • 8Vtid 

City O. R.-A 24 

City G. R.-B 8 

City Bi-Y A u 
City Bi•Y B 5'1 

Tot.ale 130 

Jhiral o. R.-.&. a) 

Rural G. R.-B 8) 

Rural G. R.-C ., 
Jmral G. 2.•E 30 

Rural O. R ... F f:lO 

Rural Bi•Y A 12 

Rural Bi•T B 6 

Tat.ala 196 

Jlte. Ric. 

God 

68 1 

.21 2 
41 1 

180 2 

l 

36 l 

127 l 

10 l 

69 l 

t).46 l 

37 2 

47 2 

l 

TABLE II 

RESULTS OF QUBSTIONNAIRB I - PART II 

pt,9. Blc. :Pt.a Ric pt.a • Bk. pt.a Ric. 

J881JR Thi11k Wors hio Exoraaaio11 

68 z 15S 6 186 8 224 10 
42 6 80 11 66 9 68 10 

90 3 225 10 132 5 149 6 

186 3 378 10 580 11 214 4 

3 11 9 'l 

56 3 135 7 164 10 109 6 

247 3 474 9 '136 11 457 8 

24 3 54 10 77 11 49 ., 
72 3 lSl 4 169 9 156 8 

192 s 4a:> 8 442 9 342 6 

21 l 39 I 91 10 78 8 

64 5 114 10 124 11 46 1 

3 8 10 6 

Pta Ric. pt.a. Bk. Pta. Ric •. pta . Rk. Pte. Ric. pt.a. Ric. 

Guidance Reli ion Servl ce Right-Wrong Doctrine Bible 

1SO 9 111 s 241 11 166 7 124 4 132 5 

33 4 33 3 46 7 43 6 51 8 26 l 

172 7 103 4 224 9 241 11 202 8 84 2 

S07 6 178 1 329 8 311 7 ~f:lO 9 217 5 

5 . 2 10 8 6 4 

144 ~ 106 6 224 11 140 8 104 4 60 2 

4!1 7 291 4 '81 10 393 6 r403 6 18'1 2 

4:1 6 37 4 54 9 40 6 64 8 la 2 

161 7 138 5 236 11 H2 6 227 lO 7l 2 

466 11 243 4 452 10 369 6 396 1 l'lS 2 
88 9 38 • 116 11 '18 1 72 6 5S 5 

78 1 47 3 81 8 70 6 96 9 60 4 

9 4 11 b 7 ~ 

~ 

I 



Column heads given in full 
on pege 105. 

School No. 
Teet.eel Pt.a• 

RESULTS 1 

Rk. Pta. 

Good TiJDlta God-B 

Citf G. R.•.l 15 101 8 89 
City O. R.•B 16 96 11 68 

City Bi•Y •.l 25 126 11 37 I 

City B1•Y •B 46 351 8 a>6 I 
Total• 100 10 

Rural G. R.•A 2.0 114 6 104 

Rural G. R.-B 00 418 8 116 

Rural G. a.-c 6 46 1 10 

Rural G. R.•D 34 302 9 71 

Rural G. R.•I ro 266 9 104 

Rural G. B.-G 35 24:3 10 l~ 

Rural Hi•Y • 11 88 7 26 

Rural Bi•T B 14 106 9 77 

Rural Bi•T C 26 156 5 93 - Tot.ala U6 1 

Int. o. i.•A 26 154 6 103 

Int. G. R.•C 116 809 11 374 

Int. Hi•Y A-B IO ~97 9 140 
Totals . 100 8 - -

~ 
f 



Column heads given 1n tull 
on page 105. 

TABLE III 

RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE II • PART I 

School Te:fed Pta. 1 Rk. Pta. Rk. Pt.a~ Rk. Pts ., Rk. 

Gocd Timu Gcd•Bible World Probe . T . of Jesus 

Cit y G. R.•A 15 107 8 89 s 90 6 102 7 
City G. R.•B 16 96 11 68 3 81 8 53 2 

City Hi •Y •A 25 126 11 37 l 121 10 50 3 

City Hi•Y •B 45 351 8 005 3 201 2 222 4 

Totala 100 10 2 6 3 

Rural G. R.•A 20 114 5 104 4 100 2 103 3 

Rural O. R.•l3 60 418 8 176 l 307 4 240 2 

Rural G. a.-C 6 46 7 10 l 36 5 23 2 

Rural G. R.-D 34 302 9 7t l 196 3 002 6 

Rural G. R. •E 30 266 9 104 l 274 10 148 4 

Rural G. R.-G 35 243 10 133 3 208 6 181 5 

Rural Bi- Y A 11 88 7 26 l 31 2 41 3 

Rural Hi•Y B 14 105 9 77 3 30 l 87 5 

Rural Hi-Y C 25 155 5 93 l 137 3 139 4 

Total• 235 7 l t a 

I nt. o. a.•A 26 154 6 103 l 100 2 133 3 

Int . G. R.-C 115 009 11 374 l 009 4 540 3 

Int. Hi• Y A•B IO 297 ~ 140 2 141 3 100 5 
:i-at.ala 100 8 1 ;5 4 

Pta. Rk. 

Activities 

117 11 
107 12 

100 8 

416 1() 

11 

223 12 

675 12 

64 10 

309 10 

485 11 

355 12 

121 10 

182 12 

188 10 

12 

246 11 

723 9 

276 7 
10 

Pta. I Ric. !la I Ri. Pt.a• Rk. Pta. Rk: Pt• Ric. Pta. Rk: . Pt,. Rk . 
Friendahipa Fer. Fba. !tiqU&tte Service Beauty L,eaderahl~ Te acber1 

48 l 89 4 124 12 00 2 89 5 111 9 114 10 

26 l 73 6 64 5 64 4 78 7 91 9 92 10 

41 2 54 4 84 7 64 5 103 9 64 6 148 12 

185 l 268 5 336 7 285 6 416 10 360 9 499 12 

1 I 5 8 4 7 9 l2 

64 l 138 6 154 9 140 7 179 10 145 8 2a) 11 

249 3 3D • 6 669 9 336 6 368 7 f.06 11 681 10 

29 4 42 6 89 11 23 3 62 8 llO 12 67 9 

116 2 261 8 261 7 200 ~ 200 fi 150 12 n a 11 

126 2 145 3 263 8 198 6 186 5 226 7 606 12 

72 l 229 9 269 11 132 2 142 4 228 8 212 7 

47 4 64 5 93 9 85 6 145 12 89 8 132 11 

87 6 75 2 82 4 91 7 145 11 94 8 108 10 

114 2 178 8 211 11 176 7 27.0 12 181 9 169 6 

2 6 9 6 8 10 11 

136 5 198 8 244 9 134 4 100 7 246 10 319 12 

495 2 697 7 658 6 651 5 714 8 000 10 1028 12 

76 1 252 6 376 11 158 4 338 10 286 8 427 12 

" 6 II b ., ll 1.: I 
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Column beads given in 
tull on page 106. 

Sohool Ne• Tes ed 

City G. a. - A 12 

City Bi•Y •A 24 

City Bi•Y • B ,1 

Totall 83 
Ru.nil G. R. • A zo 
Rural G. R. • B 00 

Rurfil G. R. • C 6 

Rural G. R. • 1) S8 

Rural G. R. • E 26 

Rural G. R. • F En 

Burel o. R. • G S6 

Bural Bi-Y -• 11 

Rural Bi•Y •B 14 

Rure.l Bi•Y • C 26 
Totals 294 

Int. O. R. • A IO 
Int. G. 11. • C 100 

Int. Bi•Y • A 10 

Totala la:> 

TABLE IV 

RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE II• PART II 

pta. Rlc. Pt.a. me. Pt•. I Rk. Pt.a. I Rk. 

Religion Social Physical Mental 

34 2 81 6 62 3 69 6 

26 1 67 6 62 4 S2 3 

106 3 225 6 136 4 102 2 

2 5 4 s 
54 z 56 3 100 6 96 5 

92 l 169 s 341 6 19S ' 
'" 4 41 s 62 6 41 2 

81 1 le:> 6 210 6 106 3 

26 1 66 4 136 6 83 3 

106 1 16' s 232 6 216 ' 90 2 11, 4 200 6 101 3 

18 l 4,6 ' '4 3 66 6 

46 3 59 ' 70 6 21 1 

49 2 12 I 6 67 4 44 l 
1 4 6 s 

16 1 25 3 4,3 5 29 4, 

219 1 342 4 S88 5 268 s 
24 l 47 ' 14. 6 ST 2 

1 4 6 s 

Pt.a Rk. 

Financial 

59 4 

17 6 

317 6 

6 

67 4 

403 6 

79 6 

148 ' 148 6 

268 6 

182 6 

62 6 

95 6 

81 6 

6 

66 6 

631 6 

92 6 

6 

PtaJ Ric . 

Chai'&•ter 

14 1 

26 2 

71 1 
1 

4 6 l 

112 2 

28 l 

90 2 
,1 2 

119 2 

M l 

30 2 

« 2 

52 s 
2 

l? 2 

257 2 

S9 3. 

2 

_,.. 

' ~ 
~ 
0 
I 
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is to determine the religious needs 

the organization. 

which are being met b7 I 

First, let us notice the results to Part III or 

the questionnaire, 1a answer to the question: "Can a high 

school bo7 or girl be a well-rounded person without religio ?" 

Three-hundred and thirty-one replies were received I 
from Girl Reserve and Ri-Y members ot Wichita and neighbor- I 

ing towns. '?went, students replied yes, fifty-three micer

tain, and two-hundred and eighty-three answered no. The 

majority of high school students tested, then, regard 

religion a necessary part ot the life ot a boy or girl. Th 

following reasons were given: 

"Without religion a vital part of one's life is mis•
ing and one cannot be his best self." 

"To get the best out of life you must have something 
to live for and religion gives 1ou that." 

"I think that religion is that part of high school 
life which keeps you smiling, quiet, and intereste 
1n all people instead of scorning a few. It keeps 
you looking forward to higher ideals." 

•Religion will help one to have more faith, couragj 
love, and respect for his fellowmen." 

none is happier and has a greater peace ot mind wh _ 
at peace with God. True happiness comes then only! 
One has a feeling that even things which are against 
him will come out all right.• 

"Religion is needed in life. It adds refinement to 
a person." 

"It he acts like a gentleman, I don't think it is 
necessary, but most people with no religion hard17 
eTer act that way." 

Religion "adds calmness, poise, and justice. It 
gives one an accurate and helpful guide and stan
dard." 
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"It is a characteristic ot civilization." 

"One misses much ot f ellowship with others 
not haTe r eligion." 

•without r eligion you are tempted to cheat in class 
and other act1V1.ties but it you are a Christian 
you will overcome i t." 

Without religion one has "no place t o go 1n distress ~ 

Religion is important "because every school bay an~ 
girl needs religion it he expects to enter heaven."J 

The following are examples ot reaaons given by those 

checking "uncertain" or "y'es": 

•Just as many great persons are r eligious as those 
who are not." 

"It seems that some boys and girls have a sense ot 
right and wrong and fair play, and are well-rounde 
yet, they have no definite r eligion.• 

"I hardly know because some people who are not Chri -
tians are better than some ot the ones who pretend 
to be Christians." 

"I don't know. Some seem to get along all right 
w1 thout it. " 

Religi on is not necessary "because not all high 
school boys and girls go to church and some are jut 
as honest and square as t hose that do go. Sometim a 
better. " 

Religion i s not neces sary "because one does not 
haTe to be religious to be popul.ar and healtey and 
1n good condition p~sically or mental.17. n 

* * * 
The purpose ot Part I or the questionnaire was to 

get an idea of the conception ot r eligion held by the pre

sent dST adolescent. 

It was stated as f ollows :. 



Place number 1 before the statement you reel or most impor
tance, number 2 before the statement or next importance, 
number 3 before the next, and so on, until all are numbered. 
Place O before statements you feel or no importance. In th 
blank spaces write any- statements you think should be added. 

I. Rel! ion means to me 
going to church 
believing certain things (acceptance ot doctrine) 
a sense or fellowship with God 
lirtng up to the standards set b7 my church 
living up to the highest ideals or which I know 
in every department or lite 
being different from other people 
an appreciation ot things most worthwhile in lite 

In tabulating the results, the numbers placed 

opposite each statement were added. Zero was counted as 

1 ten. The 1 tem w1 th the lowest score, therefore, was the on 

deemed most important and the highest score belonged to the 
I 

statement or least significance. In this wa:r it was possibl e 

to rank the statements in the various clubs in which the 1 

test was presented. The 1.abl-• on page 107 gives the number oti 
students taking the test, the total score for each statemen~, 

and its rank with other statements. For the sake ot con

venience, one word is used to represent the respective stat -

ments. 

The results or this test show clearl7 that •teliow~ 

ship with God" and "living up'° the highest ideals", most 

accurately {or all statements ~resented) describe the adol

escent conception ot religion. Every club located in the 

smaller towns ranked "fellowship w1 th God" first. The maJ

ori trot cit, clubs ranked •livtng up to the highest ideals 

highest. 



The statement, "being diff'erent trom other people", 

receiTed a great nwnber or zeros and was of little Talue 

except as a check to help determine the Talidity" of the tes~. 

In the blank l e~t at the bottom of the test for 

additional statements as to the meaning ot religion, the 

following were written: 

"Learning the good f'rom the evil and living after 
Christ." 

"Bot allowing other people to change your ideas it 
you think you are right." · 

"Believing 1n God and worship." 

"Live the best everyday and no·t Just on Sunday. n 

"Leading other people to Christ and being a friend 
at ·a11 times." 

"Friends and sociability'." 

"To get the feeling you have done something worth
while." 

"A God we can commune with." 

"Obeying the Toice or Christ , living a prayer-lite, 
and r eading the Word." 

* * * 
The purpose ot the following test was to ascertain 

the religious needs ot youth from the standpoint ot the adol

escent himself' : 

(Directions tor filling 1n test as tor Part I) 

II.In order to make religion a more vital part of' IQ' 
lif'e, I need: 

() a better t.mderstanding of God 
() to know what J'esus really taught concerning 

the way we should live 
() a chance to think out -,q own religious ideas 

without criticism 
() better opportunities for worship 
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a chance to express~ own ideas and discuss 
them with others 
the guidance ot someone who has thought out 
his own religious problems 
a clearer tmderstanding ot what religion means 
more opportunities tor service 
help 1n determining what is right and wrong 
a more thorough knowledge or church doctrine 
a better understanding ot the Bible 

The results or this test were tabulated as 1n the 

preceding one, except zero was counted as twenty, and are 

given on page 108. 

It can be clear ly seen that 1n both rural and city l 

clubs the statement "a better understanding ot· God" ranks I 
as the most outstanding need of adolescent 7outh. Closel1 

associated with this need comes "to know what Jesus reall.7 

taught concerning the way we should live", "a better under

standing ot the Bible", and "a clearer understanding ot what 

religion means". These statements rank second, third and 

toµ.rth. I tems receiving the lowest ranks are: na chance 

to think out my own r eligious ideas", "more opportunities 

tor service", and nmore opportunities tor worship". 

It is di.f.fieult to determine Just •h1' these three 

statements r ank low. Possibly high school youth have not 

been led to desire individual tb1nk1ng . It is usuall7 not 

until they reach college 1ears that young people are en

couraged or even a1lowed to do much thinking tor themselTes. 

That "more opportunities tor wh»ship" did not rank higher I 
might imply that youth .feel other things ot more importance, 

that they are already receiving sufficient opportunities tor 

worship, or that they do not realize the value and signi.fic ce 
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ot worship. The same may be true ot service. 

In the blank at the bottom ot the test for addi-

tional stat~ents, the following were written: 

"To think the situation over and practice it." 

"A desire tor r eligion - proper home training." 

"A stronger will to resist the wrong." 

"Use it every daJ." 

"A closer contact with God." 

"Friends ." 

ffKor e ot ~ tr1end ot Jesus.• 

"Someone to explain things to me.ff 

"Help ot an older person. " 

* * * 
· The purpose or Questi onnaire II (as shown on page 

105~ was to get opinions from club members themselves con

cerning the value ot Girl Reserve and Hi-Y. 

Part I ot this questionnaire was s tated as follows: 

(Directions as 1n Questionnair e I) 

I. Things I like best 1n Girl Reservei·(Hi-Y 1n those to boy: 
() the good times, sueh as parties hikes, singing 

G. R. pep songs, etc. 
() what it has taught me about God and the Bible 
{) the new light it has given me on world problem~, 

such as world peace, understanding or other races, 
() the keener appreciation it has gi•en me ot etc. 

Jesus and His teachings 
() the things it has taught me to do, such as hand-

i crafts, dramatics, and hobbies 

i ~ the tr1endsh1ps formed (problems 
the help it has given me in solving 1ff1 personal 
the knowledge it has given me of etiquette, how 
to get along socially• etc . 

() opportunities it has a:ttorde4 tor helping others 
( ) the deeper appreciation .;;i t bas given me ot the 
() the chance afforded for leadership (beautiful l 

-{- }--the-olos-er-con-t&ot-wi--tb-teach&rs,__-----~~ 
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The results ot this test were tabulated as in Part Ill 

I Questionnai re I, and are shown on page 109 . 

I The three statements receiving highest ranking among 

the st udents tested (over 500) , r epresenting ei ghteen cl ubs 

and triangl es, are: "what it has t aught me about God and t he 

Bible, " "the keener appr ecia t ion it bas given me ot Jesus and 

Bis teachings, " and "the friendships for med. " From this we 

may conclude that r eligion and friendship are receiving the 

most emphasis, or that these are the things that youth most 

wants and he appreeiates Girl Reserve and Bi-Y because they 

in some measure satisfy these negl ected needs . Part II ot 

Questionnaire I , shows that youth's outst anding r eligious 

need is for an under standing of God and the t eachings of Jesus. 

Since these two items al so r ank highest 1n this t est , r epre

sent ing things most appreciated 1n Girl Reserve and Hi -Y, we 

may conclude that in some measure these clubs are satisfying 

the real religious needs of adslescent youth. 

The three items r eceiving lowest rat ings are "the 

closer cont act with tea-8her," "the things it has taught me to 

do," and the chance afforded tor l eadership. " It is inter

esting to note the low ranking or "the good times . " 

One difference bet ween Girl Reserve and Hi-Y is 

noticeabl e. "Appreci ation it has i i ven me or the beautiful" 

ranks much higher in Girl Reserve than in Hi-Y, and "th.e new 

l i ght it has gi ven me on world problems" r anks higher with 

the boys than with the girls. 

lio noticeable differences seem to exist bet ween 
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senior and intermediate clubs. 

*** 
The purpose ot fart II 1n this questionnaire wast 

get the student's Tiewpoint as to the type ot activities re

ceiving most emphasis 1n bis own club. This test was stated 

as follows : 

(D1redt1ons for filling in as for previous test) 

II. Our Girl Reserve Club (Hi-Y 1n the case or bors) 
places the most emphasis on 

( ) 

f ~ 
( ) 

( ) 

religion (such as worship serVices, discussions o 
religious problems, and the study or the Bible) 
social lite (such as parties, hikes, etc.) j 
pb;ysical activi'iy (such as athletics , games, 

handicrarts) I 
mental development ( such as the study ot good boo~s, 

world problems, how to develop 
the mind, etc.J 

finances (the making ot money) 
character building {that which helps to build 

character but has no direct 
bearing upon religion) 

The results, tabulated as in the preVious test 

(except zero counted as ten) are shown 'on page 110. 

It is clear that 1n the minds ot the four hundred 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y members tested, that the religious and 

character building emphasis of these clubs is most outstand- 1 

ing, and that the least emphasis is placed upon financial 

matters . Ve7:1 little emphasis seems to be gi~en to the 

pbJsical side ot lite. 
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"What does Girl Reser j e In answer to the question: 

(or Bi-Y) t ail to do that you would like to have i t do?", th 

following items were most commonly mentioned: 

l. Kore religious programs 

2. Kore discussions on personal problems 

3. Longer meetings 

4. Kore actiTity and peppier meetings* 

5. llore parties and hikes* 

6. Reach more ot the boys and girls ot the high 
school 

7. llore about the Bible (especially strong) 

8. Something tangible to work tor* 

9. Kore 1nter~st1ng meetings 

10. Elim1nate social distinction created b7 eab1ne 
members 

11. Live up to t he code 

12. Larger percentage ot school as members 

13. Kake aore ot an impression on non'-mem.bers 

14. Does not make clear to new members what it 
r eally is 

15. Bot enough open di scussi ons 

16. Keep better order 

17. Too much emphasis upon money-making 

18. Badges - something tor whieb to work* 

19. Things st ar t ed t ade out before completion 

t Par ticularl.7 strong in Intermediate clubs . 
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v Co~ mm~ o-n- Criticisms l 
1. Thez ;,,,Pli211te the Worl<; ot the Home )loom Organ1, , 

zatipp. - One criticism ot the Girl Reserve .and B1-Y clubs I 
is that they are mi.necessary since the home room organizatiof 

has been developed. The home room plan, these critics main- I 

tain, is more de.finitely a part ot the school system and en

list s the et.forts ot all or the teachers and includes eTery 

boy and girl in school. It can, therefore, handle the task 

ot character education in a tar more efficient way and reach 

every pupil rather than the tew who might choose to join 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y. The onl.y 1mique contribution made b;y 

these clubs is the religious aspect ot their work. Since 

religion cannot lawfully' be brought into the school, they, 

there.fore, have no place as religious organizations, and can 

not be as efficient as character building agencies as the 

home rooa organization. 

There are a great n:1any school and Association 

leaders holding a very elit'ferent opinion. Their view is 

as follows: The home rooa is a splendid character building 

agency and doubtl ess can do many things along the line ot 

definite charact er formation which a Girl ReserTe and Hi-Y 

club, meeting t or a short period once a week, cannot do . 

However, religion cannot be brought into the home room be

cause attendance is eompulsocy to all high school students. 

Kembership 1n the Girl Reserve and B1-Y clubs is voluntary. 

These organizations, therefore, can bring 1n religion or a 

non-sectarian type. Complete character education, as pointe 
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out in a previous chapter, cannot take place without the 

dynamic ot religion. The situation i s somewhat like a huge 

boiler thor oughly equipped tor the doing ot a big t ask but 

wi thout steam to furnish the power. 

L. W. Brooks, Superintendent ot Secondary Schools, 

Wichita, says on this subject: "The home room, though very 

valuable does not take the place ot Girl Reserve and Hi-Y. 

There is a need which these clubs can till which the home 

room cannot touch." 

2. They Encroach Upon the Church's Territor;,:. -

Another common criticism, and closely associated with the 

preceding one, is that Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are "pinch

hitting" the church. Since i t is the business ot the church 1 

to care tor the religious training ot its young people , thes 

critics maintain that the school should not encroach upon its 

responsibilit, and privilege. Since the church specializes 

1n religion, the whole task ot religious education should be 

left itt.;: ita ntmds . 

Those ot this opinion further maintain that it the 

church were fulfilling its purpose, and meeting its respon

sibilities to youth, there would be no need tor such organ

izations associated with the school. As the church is wak

ing up and taking over the educative processes which nor

mally belong to her, the need tor a religious organization 

1n the school will entirely di sappear. This subject is fur

ther discussed in the next chapter on "The Church and the 

Christian Associations ." 
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3. fhey Are _l_o_t_Doing What They; Set Ou j; to Do.~ 

Probably the most common criticism ot the organizations undef 

discussion is that they are not doing what they set out ·to d4. 
L. w. Brooks says: "I hold a very high respect for Girl 

Reserve and Hi-I work. However, I reel that they have wan

dered from their original purpose 1n many' respects . Partic

ular ly' is this true or the Hi-I." 

Sylvester Chance ot Wichita High School East says: 

"lly criticism or Girl Reserve and Bi-Y is that the7 are not 

doing what they set out to do. '?h97 have been so atraid or 
appearing too religious that the, have 1n a large measure 

lost the religious element.ft 

The opposite view is stated somewhat as follows: 

The purpose or the Christian Associations is to help youth 

to a three-told development, pbJ'sical, mental, and spiritual, 

carx;ting religion into all avenues of lite. While it is 

doub tless true that a great many- clubs have largely lost the 

religious element from their club lite, we must remember 

that religion consists ot something more than the cone i dera14on 

ot specifically religious subjects . Dr. Nixon at the recent 

National Y. w. C. A. Conference at Minneapolis said: "In con 

sidering the question or whether or not many actiTities in 

our Y. w. C. A. are religious, let us consider the question : 
I 

'Are the brush marks on a canvas a painting?' The7 may be if 
they tit in w1 th a larger part ot the pictµre or they may be 

only marks. So actiTities may be Just activities with no 

relation to the tundamentfl]. thing we are trying to do, no 
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relation to the whole. They may be an essential part or our 

program toward the goal tor which we are striTi.ng.nl 

We cannot evaluate the religious lite ot a club b1 I 

the range ot subjects considered but b7 the wa;r those sub

jects are treated and whether or not the religious emphasis 

is present. 

4. Public School Teachers Are Bot Capable ot 

Leading Such Organizations. - Another common criticism is 

that Girl Reserve and Hi-Y, which are religious clubs, are 

sponsored by teachers hired to t each school subjects and not 

to teach religion, and that a great many ot these teachers 

are not capable ot etf'ioientl7 sponsoring such clubs. 

The majority ot administrators and school men are 

of' a different opinion, however. Their views may be stated 

as follows: Teachers are not hired to teach subjects but 

to teach boys and girls. It a teacher does not teach religio 

in an indirect, non-sectarian sense, she is teaching atheism 

or ~gnosticism. What she is and what she believes colors 

all or her relationships with her students. 

Grover C. Dotzour, principal of Wichita High Schoo 

Borth, says on this subject: "The teacher or broadest use

fulness in the modern high school must be willing and pre

pared through a backgrotlild ot personal experience and train

ing to lead such organizations. The 1ounger, newer ones 

usually are." 

1 Fromnthe notes of Kiss Sue Kathryn Glenn. 



-124-r-- Girl Reserve and Hi-Y attord some ot the best oppo -

tllilities t he teacher bas of making contacts with her pupils 

outside of the cla ssroom. She is enabled to see a different 

side of their lives from that expressed 1n the regular rout e 

ot the school and has a splendid opportuniq to give the per 

sonal help so Taluable to adolescent youth. Jlrs. Chas. A. 

Mahin of the University of Wichita says: 

"The sponsor ot the Girl Reserve organization has 
an unusual opportunity t o gain insight into the 
personal life other girls and to stimulate in the 
the development ot worthy qualities ot Christian 
character. Her l eadership is more direct and con
tinuous than that of an, other 1n the commtmity 
because ot her daily contact with girls 1n both 
curriculum and extra-eurriculum activities. In 
most Kansas high schools the demand tor Girl Reser e 
leadership makes adequate training in· such leader
ship one of the essential requisites tor election 
to a position. " 

Kiss Elsie Sult, Associate Secretary of the Kansas 

Dis trict Y. w. C. A., s ays: "With very few exceptions the 

Girl Reserve sponsors ot Kan•as are efficient and adequately 

prepared tor thei r task." These s ponsors are all high schoo 

teachers . 

The following quotation s tates quite clearly the 

importance of public school teachers having def1ntt4l religio s 

knowledge and ideals: 

~Wb;r , as Dr. Luther A. Weigle pointed out at the 
r ecent convention ot the neligious Education 
Association at Chicago, a teacher should have to 
reply to a child' s question as to the real meaning 
of Easter with some such words as , 'Oh, yes, 
Easter i s celebrated b7 some people as being the 
anniversary ot Christ ' s resarrect1on,' one can 
har dly understand. Certainly 1n a Chris tian 
nation we have a right to expect religious 

,' 
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teachers 1n our public schools and a place for the 
presentation or Christian ideals and purposes, as 
well as the ideals and purposes of other religious 
oommtmions. !o do otherwise will result 1n paganism, 
or atheism." 1 

1 Ivan G. Grimshaw, "Religious Education in Public 
Schools," Religious Education, Kay , 1928, p. 482. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE CBURCH . .AND THE CHRISTIAN ASSOCI ATIONS 

I . Definite Efforts at Cooper ation 

A s t udy of Girl Reserve and Hi-Y work cannot be 

complete Without a consideration of the r el ationship bet ween 

the Christian Associations and the Christian Church. 

As was shown 1n Chapter I V, the Y. M. C. A. sprang 

up as an int erdenominational reli gious organization. · Follow 

ing closely behind it was the Y. W. C. A. which was the out

gr owth of a Pr~er Group . As these Associations have grown 

and expanded t her e seems to have developed no definite 

rel ationship bet ween them and t he church. Church members 

and active church wor ker s comprise the l ar gest part of the 

~embership or the Y. w. C. A. and the Y. M. c. A. (also 

Girl Reserve and Bi-Y) and each borrows f rom the technique , 

met hods , and materi al s of the other. There is no r eal con

flict between the two agencies in most ins tances , but , on 

the other hand, there i s very little cooperation. 

The question naturally arises as to whether any 

type of real cooperation can exist and if such i s desir able. 

There is very lit tle data on hand upon which one 

m~ base his opinion. There have been a few efforts at 

cooperation 1n r ecent years which have met with some measure 

of success. 
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In Wichita the Girl Reserve clubs of the city have a 

1 representative on the Youth's Council which is promoted by 

the Cotmcil of Churnhes. 

The Girl Reserve and Hi-Y clubs of Bentley , Kansas , 

in the fall of 1932, took a significant step in an effort to 

llilite the churches. They sponsored a tmion Sunday School at 

I the high school building, using the classrooms and school 

equipment. This was followed by an impressive church service, 

which was of an unusually spiritual nature. The purpose of 

I the experiment was to show what might be done if the churches 

could be brought together. The venture was highly successful. 

Representatives from Christian Endeavor societies 

and Sunday Schools of the Cot.m.ty have been invited to the 

Sedgwick Cotmty ·oirl Reserve and Hi-Y fall conferences, tor 

the past two years , and have thought together with club 

members on questions concerning Christian youth. 

Mr. Percy R. Haywar~, Director of Young People 's 

Work of the International Council of Religious Education, 

tells how cooperation has t aken place in Canada . In 1914 

"the leaders of the Pl'otestant Churches of Canada and the 

Canadian Y. M. C. A. formed an advisory committee through 

which they could work together in creating and promoting 

I throughout the dominion a common program for the boys in their 

teens in the Protestant Sunday Schools and Young Ken ' s Chris

tian Associations . The Fourfold life was adopted as the 

basis of the program and the materials that were developed 

I to promote it; these involved charting of personal growth 
---
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and details of a program of character building.nl 

Mr. Hayward cites also an effort in the United 

States at cooperation: 

"The Y. M. C. A. of the United States and leaders of 
various churches had a conference some years ago to 
consider the possibility or working out a common 
program for the churches and Associations of the 
United States but were not able at that time to 
agree as to the procedure for doing this . The 
Young Ken ' s Christian Association then went for
ward in developip.g by itself what has since been 
known as the Christian Citizenship Program for 
Pioneers and Comrades. Tb.is has been widel y used 
thruout the country both in building the membership 
of the Association and in the churches of the 
comml.lllity . The Y. W. C. A. has developed its Girl 
Reserve Program which is also used in many churches; 
it , however, is used more largely in the public 
schools than in the church. n2 

II. Influence of the Chr istian Associations 
Upon the Church 

The program or the Young lien's and Young Women 's 

Christian Associations has Vit ally influenced that of the 

church. Mr. Hayward points out one of the greatest contri

butions which has been made: 

"The fomiding of the Y. M. C. A. near the middle of 
the last century and the beginning of its work wit~ 
boys did much toward injecting a new point of view I 
into the youth programs of the church. The Y. M. C. A. 
program, even in its early days was built upon a 
much more thorough-going appeal to the actual in
terest of boys than the average church had ever 
used •• • 

~ ••••••• •• These two agencies were the first (Y . w. 
and Y. M. ) perhaps to render a significant service 
1n moving the emphasis in teaching religion from t ~e 
formal imparting of information about reli gious I 
things to the inner kingdom of motive and interest 
in building Christian character." 3 

1 Percy R. Hayward, "The Dream Power of Youth" , p . 82 . 
2 Ibid. , :e_. 83. 3 Ibid . ,-1u 80;11. 

I 
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Mr. Hayward continues, " ••••••• there has proceeded 

a complete change in the church's approach to the buildi ng 

of its own curriculum so that now it is rapidly being trans

ferred from a basis that centers in the imparting of infor

mation, to that of life experience. nl 

The discussion and project methods are lar gely 

supplanting the information type in the educational program 

of the church. The Christian Associations have been leaders 

1n the use of these new methods . 

For many years the camps have formed a very impor

tant part of the program of the Christian Associations . 

They are recognized by the Girl Reserve and Hi-Y leaders a s 

highly valuable in the character building program of youth. 

The churches are beginning now to make camp life a definite 

part of their r eligious education and recreational programs. 

Mr . Hayward says: 11When one considers the fact that educa

tion actually takes place most effectively 1n connection 

with some happy and self-·chosen experience ., the summer camp 

takes on a new importance ••••••••••• The time is not far away 

when t ·he church will look upon the summer camp experience as 

a necessary and integral part of the program of Christian 

education provided for its boys and girls . n2 

For many years the Girl Reserve and Hi-Y (part icu

larly the Girl Reserve) programs have used lovely, well-planne d 

worship services, built around the appreciations and aspir-

1 
2 

Ibid., p . 84. 
Ibid., p. 134. 
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ations of youth. The church is now seeking to change the 

adult-centered service of worship to one which is youth

centered. They are finding rich material in the pr ogr ams of 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y . 

III . Looking Toward the Future 

1. Will the Need for Girl Reserve and Hi-Y Cease? -

There is an opinion that the value of Girl Reserve and Hi-Y 

as religious organizations in the public school rests in the 

tact that at present the church is not equipped and pr epare 

for the complete task or religi-ous education, and the school 

must over-reach its bounds for the present to satisfy this 

neglected need. Those of this opinion hold that as soon a s 

the church is fully awake to its responsibilities and pre

pared to meet them, the need for these clubs will no longer 

exist. 

The church (as pointed out in Chapter III) is be

coming conscious of its responsibilities and inadequacies 

and is steadily rising to the demands of the day for a more 

scientific pr ogram. of r eligious education . Does this mean 

that Girl Reserve ana Hi-Y will graduall y decline in illpor

tance and eventually cease to be? 

It is the opinion of the majority of those int.er

viewed on this subject (including both teachers and Girl 

Reserve and Hi-Y leaders) that these clubs are fulfilling a 

need which the church can never adequately fill. It may be 

I that in some communities the specifi c program of the local J 

L_c_1ubs will ,mdergo certain changes as the church provides a J 
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more adequate youth progr am. One of the merits of the Girl 

Reserve and Hi-Y clubs is their flexibility . I t i s always 

their purpose to anal yze the needs of their respective com

munities and fill those which are not bei ng satisfied . 

Though the local program may be changed in certain aspects, 

there wi l l still be a very r eal need f or t hem 1n the secon

dary school. 

In the fir st place , these clubs are connected with 

the school and under school supervision. The s ame t eacher 

who teaches secular subjects helps to carry on the program 

of the Christian Associations . Religion can be carried into 

and applied to all aspects of school life . The f ostering of 

r eli gion within the school itself enables the youth t o attai 

a more completely integrated life than if r eligion and educa 

tion were in entirely separate compartments . A mor e compl e t 

discussion of this subj ect is given in Chapter II. j 

In the second pl ace , Girl Reserve and Hi -Y are fill ~ 

the need for an interdenominational youth organization which 

cannot be met by the church. In a twentieth century worl d 

youth must meet and deal with a great many people of various 

reli gious beliefs and faiths . He must learn toler ance and 

appreciation of people with differing r eligious views. This , 

an interdenominational organization can t each. 

2 . I s Cooperation Possi bl e? - That some type of 

cooperation between the Christian Association and the church 

might be worked out whereby each might benefit from the 
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successes and failur es of the other is highly probable. 

There are certain youth programs which doubtless would gain 

strength by the combined efforts of these two institutions. 

Over-lapping might be avoided . Mr . Haywar d states t he case 

for cooperation as f ollows : 

"The issue i s this : In the face of the manifol d 
destructive for ces that impinge upon modern youth, 
can the constructive forces of t he community in 
which youth lives work t ogether according to an 
effective plan so that all these many f orces can 
be utilized to the mos t productive ends? In such 
a mobilizing of the communi ty ' s r esources , the chur h , 
the home , the public school, the Y. M. C. A., the 
Y. W. C. A., the so-called extra-church agencies, 
such as Boy Scout and others , pl aygvotm.d and amuse
ment enterprises and others , must be taken into 
account . nl 

After listing the leader ship of youth under the 

auspices of the church, he adds: 

"Ther e are nearly 4, 000 Y. W. C. A. s ecretaries in 
the United States and 5, 558 Y. M. C. A. secretaries 
in the United States and Canada , much of whose time 
is given to the youth of the church and much of 
whose talents and energies would cheerfully flow in 
that direction if t hey and the churches could devise 
a more statesmanlike way of working together."~ 

One can do little more than conject ure as to just 

how these t11:>agencies can best cooperate fo r the good of the 

youth, and there is insuffi cient data to prove that very 

extensive cooperation is possible. As suggested by a Hi-Y 

secret ary , it is probably not desir able t hat there be a 

definite organizational type of cooper ation , f or the Chris

tian Associations can more correctly be called an Idea and 

1 Ibid., p . 138. 
2 Ibid., p . 86. 
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~l_w_i_l _l~l -o_s_e~a~g-r_e_a_t _d __ e_a_l _o_f~ their un_i_q_u_e_n_e_s_s and effectiveness 

when linked with an· institution that has come down through 

the ages. As they approach the problems of life freely,in 

their own way , they will be able to stimulate the church 

activities aa they are now doi ng , and at the same time draw 

from the stability and experience of the church. That more 

definite cooperation might exist, however, and be helpful to 

both org(1lllizations is quite probable . As the churches are 

becoming more and more tolerant of one another and are learn

ing to work together , it is not unlikely that 1n the near 

future , means of working together for the good of all will be 

I devised. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE PLACE OF GIRL RESERVE AliD HI-YIN THE 

SECONDARY SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE 

I. Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are Effective 
Extra-Curricular Acti'Yities. 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are effective extra-curricu

lar activities because they are built arot.m.d the newer, more 

sound, concepts or education. lo true education can exist 

unless it involves every phase ot lite, p}vsical, mental., 

and spiritual. One ot the chief contributions ot these 

clubs ~s pointed out 1D. Chapter V) is their all-around as

pect, Jd.nistering to the lite ot the youth as a whole, and 

not to one certain compartment. 

In Chapter II, page 19, is given the Report or the 

Committee on the Reorg~ization ot Secondary Education for 

the year 1918, listing the main objectives ot education • . 

They are as follows: 

1 Health 
2 Command of fundamental processes 
3 Wor~ home membership 
4 Vocation 
5 Citizenship 

7
6) Worthy use o~ leisure 
) Ethical character 

All or these objectives are incorporated into the 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y program {except possibly the second) 

in a very efficient way. 
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Health. In Girl Reserve a great deal or emphasis 

is placed upon the development or a sound body. A detailed 

health program is given 1n the requirements tor earning a 

G. R. ring (see page '13) . Likewise, 1n the Hi-Y, much or th 

program centers around "a sound mind in a sotmd body ... 

Worthy Home llembershiJ!. The Girl Reserve program 

provides tor a day, usually during Communit, Week, when the 

girl ·i s to be at home and do things with her mother. One or 
the outstanding features ot the year is the Kother-Daughter 

Banquet 1n which the girl comes to a deeper appreciation or · 
her pl ace 1n the home. Likewise, the Hi-Y boy comes to a 

closer comradeship with his rather through the social "get

together sn. An effort is made in both Girl Reserve and Hi-Y 

in the discussional~ to bring about the right attitude to

ward the vari ous member s or the home and the problems which 

arise there. The following study was designed by Mr. Guy 

Gebhar dt as a basis tor such a discussion and is a good ex

ample of the approach w.hich these clubs make to this prob

lem. 

LIFE SITUATIONS OF HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 

Theme--"A Boy and His Home". 

Situation A. Frank has the making or a real football player-
he wants to play but his parents have always ob
jected. Be i s now a Jllllior in high school and the 
team needs him, tor he is a natural leader. As a 
Christian boy he shoulds 

1. Obey his parents and refuse t,o play •• •••• •••• _ 
2. Play an.yway without their consent •••••••••••• ___ 
3. Have a frank t alk w1 th his parents--haVing the 

coach or one of the faculty go with him and 
then it they still refuse to consent, abide 
by their decision •••••••••••••••••••• •••• •••• 
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4. Have this t alk with his parents--and then 
tell them that he feels that it is his 
duty to play ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Situation B. There is ·more work on the farm than 
father can do alone. School starts on the 
first Kond~ 1n September and Henry is 
asked to star out three weeks until the 
silo is filled and the wheat is sown. 
Henry has a bard time to make his grades 
anyway, and reels that he must start with 
the firs t week. They have an argument 
about it and it is tinall7 checked up to 
Henry to decide. He should: 

1. Insist upon starting to school and ask his 
rather to hire a man to take his plaoe •••• ____ _ 

2. Obey his rather' s wishes and stq out the 
three weeks •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _____ 

1 
3. Stay out until the second semester •••••••• ____ ~ 
4. Work hard mornings and evenings to make up 

tor the time taken for sehool ••••••••••••• _____ 
1 

QUESTIONS: a. Is it always wrong to go against your 
parent's wishes? 

b. As long as a boy is living at home should 
he obey his parents? If he is making his 
own way can he do as he pleases? 

c. In Situation "A" would it make a diffenmce 
if Frank's mother was not ve17 well? 

d. In Situation nBn would it make 8DY' differ
ence it times were hard at home? 

e. In our experience, are most parents reason
able it we meet them halt wq? 

Principles that help to answer--
Luke 2:51 Exodus 20 :12 Proverbs 1:8 Ephesians 6: 1 3 

In the light ot these references and our own exper 
iences, what ar·e the guiding principles that will 
help us to answer the question or obedience in the 
home? -- Counsellor. 

Vocation. Both Girl Reserve and Hi-Y make an effo t 

to help the high school boy and girl to find themselves and 

the type or work which they can best do and most enjoy. The 

following is listed as one of the purposes ot H1-Y: "Com-
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I petent and helpful counsel concerning the various life work 

I opportunities, and a wholesome challenge to thorough prepar

atiou tor the Christian basis or enlistment and service in 

all vocations." 

Citizenship. Training tor citizenship 1n the high

est and truest sense is embodied 1n the entire program or 
both clubs. In the Hi·;;..y purpose we !ind: "Enlistment and 

training ot high school boys tor lives or unselfish service 

in behalf ot their own school and ot the commtmity in which 

they live." 

Worttcy: Jlse ot Leisure. Girl Reserve and Bi-Y are 

highly valuable for the training they give 1n the use ot 

leisure time . Emphasis, particularly 1n Girl Reserve, is 

placed on the development or hobbies. Through hikes, nature 

study, handicrafts, etc., the high school bo1 and girl are 

led to apprecia te··· the world 1n whieh they live. Their field 

ot interests is enlarged and they gain many valuable sugges

tions as to what they m~ do w1 th their free time. 

~thicaj. Character. Of most importance is the char 
. 

acter building phase of these clubs. This subject is dis-

cussed more fully 1n the next section. 

*** 
w. c. Bower speaks ot the purpose of education as 

•creating attitudes, points of lliew, and habits of thought•.~ 

From the opinions ot both sponsors and club members, it is 

l See page 19. 
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Girl Reserve and Hi-Y s timulate the thought life 

Uncritical belief, or thinking in which personal 

prejudices pr edominate, is discouraged and replaced bf the 

reasoning type. An att empt i s made to help the adolescent 

to think t hrough to proper attitudes toward himself, his 

parents, fellow- student s, teachers, and people of other race 

I and nationalities. He i s encouraged to think out his own 

problems and not accept blindly the opinions ot others. 

* * * 
These clubs are using the newest and most approved 

methods or education . They are among the leaders 1n the use 

of the discussi on method which i s rapidly becoming one of th 

most highly r ecommended methods or teaching . The use ot pro 

j ects is also becoming quite common 1n the educational world 

In the Girl Reserve and Hi-Y clubs, the various committees 

have proJeets which they work out. Such projects as the 

cleaning up of some desolate part ~r t he city, coopera ting 

with other agencies in raising the moral tone of the young 

people ot the communi ty, giving aid to those less fortanate , I 
and efforts to furthet- ciVic beauty, are common. For ex

ampl e, we f ind 1n the annual r eport ot Kr. J . F. Mummery, 

Bi-Y Secretary for Wichita, that in 1932 thirty bo7 s and gir s 

cooper ated in the making of handicraft for crippled children 

Nati on-wide friendship projects are common. 
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II. Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are Character Building. 

"Character, as I Wlderstand it," said F. Ernest 

Johnson at the recent National Y. w. C. A. Convention at 

Jlinneapoli s, "has two main elements. The first is a quality 

of sustained application to self-chosen ends. And the secon 

has to do with the particular quality of the ends chosen, 

and of the behaviour directed toward the attainment ot those 

ends.•l 

Let us consider the second ot these two factors 

first. The "quality ot ends chosen" 1n the Hi-Y and Girl 

Reserve clubs can be found 1n their purpose and code. 

Where can one find a higher goal than that expressed in the I 

Girl Reserve purpose: "To find and give the best."'? The 

Hi-Y purpose is much the same, although stated somewhat 

differently: 11To create, maintain, and extend throughout 

the school and community- high standards of Christian char

acter." It is not uncommon to hear the criticism that Girl 

Reserve and Hi-Y members do not live up to their purpose an1 
code. Seldom, however, do we hear these purposes and codes 

criticized. They are so high and splendid that 1·t is diffi

oul t tor high school youth to live up to them. 

How can one earnestly strive to live up to the 

Girl Reserve code and not build a strong character? How 

can one seek to be gracious in manner, impartial 1n judgmen, , 

and ready' tor service, and not be laying the foWJ.dation tor 

a wortbf character. To be loyal to friends, to reach towar 

1 E~~t Johnson, ncharact lray, 19"3~ p. l. --....-.....Q.Joo.""'~L:--,\:A,U.l~~ ~LUA.;:uA.c:::..Lr.1~ --+ 
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the best, and t0 be earnest 1n purpose is to aspire to the 

highest ideals of lite. One cannot see the beautiful, be 

eager tor knowledge, reverent to God, victorious over se1r, 

and dependable and sincere at all times, without building a 

beautiful character. The high school girl bas 1n the Girl 

Reserve code a matchless pattern to serve as a guide 1n 

building her lite. 

The high school boy who sincerely strives to em

body the Slogan: "Clean living, clean speech, clean athleti~s, 

clean scholarshipn, cannot but be among the best ot the coun 

try. These i deals are rein.forced by the Dynamic: "Contagio s 

Christian Char acter", and the Objective :-. "Heal th bettermen ; 

mind acquirement; soul enlargement; social advancement; and 

service achievement." 

Hugh Hartshorne, Research Assistant in Religious 

Education, and Mark A. Kay , Professor of Education, both ot 

Yale, have recentl7 made a very significant study of char

acter education. One ot the most important conclusions to 

which they have arrived is the validiey of the "theory of 

specifieit7". "A great deal of mor al educat1·on has been 

bo.ilt on the assumption that character i s a structure ot 

virtues and vices. Some have even gone so tar as to assume 

and openly advocate that character is, attet all, a kind of 

algebraic summation ot virtues and vices. This theory is 

responsible tor many failures to get results in character 

education. It is based on an assumption ot transfer which 

~I -
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modern educational psychology denies. n.l 

A large amowit ot data was accumulated bf these 

two men showing that there i s no such thing as a tm.ified 

trait ot honesty residing within the 1ndiv1dual. Honesty is 

simply a term used to describe conduct as observed 1n 

specific situations. 

The program of the Girl Reserve and Hi-Y is bUilt 

upon this theory. It is not enough to tell youth to develop I 
Christian character, but it is necessary to help him to com

prehend the specific ways he must act to be Christian. Thus 

we have the Girl Reserve code and the Hi~Y slogan and objec

tive. These clubs go farther than to admonish its members t~ 

have the Christian attitude toward all people or to follow 

Christ. They attempt to help youth discover the Christian 

way of life 1n detail and 1n all aspects .or lite, and to 

know what specific attitudes and acts are necessary in fol

lowing Christ. They are not satisfied with merely saying, 

"Love your neighbor" but go on ~o answer the question: Who 

i s urr neighbor? Youth is not told to be honest but is led 

to the discovery ot what honesty- is in relation to selr, to 

home conditions, to school lite, to business, and to every

thing with which he associates. 

The result ot the test shown on page 1.10 indicates 

that the religious influence or Girl Reserve and Hi-Y ranks 

highest. That this is significant trom the standpoint or 

L Hugh Hartshorne and Jlark A. Mq, ttSummar, of the 
Work ot the Character Educ. In u1 " Rel. Educ. Oct. 1930 

p. 754. 
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1 character develo_p_m_en __ t __ i _s _c-lear. Religion and morality are 

definitely associated as is shown in Chapter III. 

This test also indicates that next to religion, 

according to student opinions, ranks friendship. Another 

important conclusion to which Hartshorne and Kay arrived 

as a result or their Inquiry, was that there is a distinct 

"r elationship between group code or standards and group con

duct. •1 For high school youth to form friendships, .joa 

deem those friendships highly valuable, 1n a group centered 

about the high pattern or conduct as represented in the 

purposes of these clubs, cannot but be tremendously illlportan 

in the character development of these young people. 

Another important aspect or the new program of 

character training is that there be given opportmiity fort¥ 

expr ession or the knowledge learned. Bot only does Girl 

Reserve and Hi-Y attempt to instill ideals or conduct into 

the minds and hearts of its membe~s, but they also seek to 

furnish means through which these ideals may be transferred 

into action, through its service program. 

We may conclude this discussion with the words of 

Arthur H. Cotton, Bational General Secretary or the Y.K .CAA:: 

nour public educational system increasingly has 
taken over the responsibility for the social. 
activities, the physical welfare , and the extra
curricular programs or high school youth. Char
acter education of secondary school boys bas been, 
and still is, a real concern ot high school educa1 
tors. Any casual observer sees that I 

1 Ibid. 
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"But the Hi-Y Kovement , at its best, r emains a 
vital force tor character-kindling, r adiant 
fellowship and aggressive cooperative effort ot 
local high school boys. This voluntary selt
determining, purposeful group of maturer high 
school boys, the Hi-Y Club, when wisel1 led, is e El' 
seeking for itself and its fellow-students, the 
Christian wa:r ot lite under the inspiration and 
leader~hip or the Young Men's Christian Associa
tion. nl 

This is written trom the point ot View of a Hi-Y 

worker. The same might be said ot the Girl Reserve :Movement 

The number of organizations and activities ot the modern hig 

school are rapidly increasing, and Girl Reserve and Bi-Y 

are compelled to compete with these new activities tor the 

time and attention or the boys and girls . Kore and more the 

functions of these clubs are being t aken over by other organ 

J 1zations and the regular school curriculum. Al t hough Hi-Y 

and Girl Reserve are efficient 1n most schools as purely 

character building agencies, it is not 1n this sense that 

they are making their gr eatest contribution. Other organ-

I 1zations in the high school build character to some extent. 

There is an aspect 1n which they are unique. This is the 

subject tor discussion in the next section. 

III. Girl Reserve and Bi-Y are Most Effective 
as Religious Organizations. 

l. Thex are Def!nitelz Rel4giou3. - In the a.I).aly-
1 

sis ot char acter given 1n the p~eced1ng sec~ion, the first 

or the two elements of character mentioned was "a quality or 
sustained application to self-chosen ends. " It is not suf'fi 

lArthur N. Cotton, "How High Hi-Y?" Jlational Hi-Y 
Bulletin, January, 1933, p. 1. 
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cient that high ideals be provided to which youth may aspire, 

but there must be developed within them the desire and abili 

to apply and att ain those ideals. This religion does. Kr. 

Johnson continues his discussion or nchar acter Education", 

t hus: 

"What place has r eligion in the building or char
acter? I think that religion has a ve-ry importan 
place with reference particularly to the first ofj 
the t wo elements that I mentioned, that quality or 
sustained application to the attainment of self
chosen ends that are deemed to be worthwhile, tha~ 
thing which gives direction, continuity and dynam e 
to human lite. That is in the realm of religion, 
no matter what terms you use to describe it.nl 

It is the general opinion or the teachers, admin

istrators, and Hi-Y and Girl Reserve leaders interviewed, th t 

unless these clubs are definitely religious they do not Jus

tify their existence. Valuable as they are in furnishing 

means of expression and personal development as extra-curri

cular act ivities, and effective as they are as character 

building agencies, they are doing ~othing which the school 

itself cannot do more efficiently unless they are religious 

organizations. 

There is l~ttle question but that these clubs 

are built upon a religious f oundation; that their purposes 

and goal s are religious . There is, however, 1n the minds of 

some, a question as to whether they are religious in pract!c~. 
2 

J udging from the results of the questionnaire concerning the 

things best liked 1n G. R. and Hi-Y, filled out by over five 

hundred club members, it would seem that, to some extent at 

1 Hugh Hartshorne and llark A. Al 
2 See page 109. 
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leas t , they a-re definitely r eligious. It i s dit fieul t to 

determi ne the extent ot t hei r religious infl uence, but they 

are 1.mdoubtedly making very defi nite contributions to the· 

rel igious lite ot high school yout h . 

2. There is a Yit al Need Today For Reli gion Among 

Youth.- That ther e i s a very gr eat need tor the youth of our 1 

cotmtry to be chal l enged by the fundamental principles and 

ideals ot r el i gion i s evident on every hand. There is some

thing vit ally needed in our educational pr ogr am which has not 

characterized the educa tion of the past . There i s a gr owing 

opinion that religion can £'"111 this need. The American 

peopl e have long prided themselves as having t he bes t educa

tional system in the worl d. Ther e are many good reasons to 

question this belief. In an article enti tled, "Is Our Educa

tional System the Best or the Wars~ , Jer ome Dowd says: 

"I am beginning to haTe doubts as to whether 1 t i s 
the best or the worst, ~or the reason we r ank 
somewhere near the top ii,. swindling schemes, in 
divorce and parental abandonment, in wasteful and 
injuri ous stl"ite 1n industr,, and 1n r estl ess 
quest :· of nerTe exci tem.ent , resulting 1n an appallilll.g 
incr ease ot insanity and suicide. I have a strong 
suspicion that our educational system has pl ayed 
a part in bringing about these r esults. •l 

Although ther e are other factors which should come 

in tor their shar e ot the blame tor this present moral slack

ness , education, at any rate, has t ai l ed to direct youth 

away from the pitfalls ot modern civilizati on . Dr. Charles 

Sheldon, 1n a magazine article, "The Religi ous Hunger ot Yout.9, 

1 J erome Dowd, "Is Our Educ. System the Best or tht 
1Worst?0 Reli ious Ed cat ~ .... l .... 9'""'3-2~,- Prr-·- ~~- --------' 
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bemoans the f act that our public schools are ignoring one of 

the potent factors 1n the education of 7outh,--that of relig 

ion. He says: 

n ••••••• Much of the educational scheme of this 
1 count?7 and ot the world i s empty of results . " 

Youth, he claims is not frivolous and irreverent 
but "has within i tself a tremendous impulse which 
in l ar ge part we can encourage and direct. And 1 
we do not encourage and direct that impulse when 
it is hungry,~ chances are that the hunger wil 
cease,or be repl aced quickly wiih the hunger tor 
power and weal th and pleasure." 

The spirit ot an age can well be· gathered trom thj 

things upon which education places the most emphasis. Educa 

tion has been defined as having two functions: first, to 

teach the child how to live, how to behave 1n all social re

lations; second, how to make a living by some kind ot ocoupa 

tion. The chief emphasis 1n the last decade or two has been 

on education tor the making of a livlng. The outstanding 

int er est of :the American people, until the recent crisis, has 

been the acquiring of wealth. In keeping with this there has 

been a demand for a pr actical education. 

We have today men and women who can do things. 

They have a practical education. They have gone far in the 

advancement of material things, but something seems to be 

lacking. As well as highly trained men in all f'ields ot life 

we have an abundance ot racketeering, swindl.1.gg, etc. We 

have a general f eeling of moral instability among the youth 

1 Charles Sheldon, "The Religious Hunger of Youth" 
Good.housekeeping, February, 1926, p. 24. 

2 Ibid. 
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ot our countl'f . J ames Truslow Adams, 1n his recent book, 

"The Epic ot America" {as pointed out b7 J erome Dowd) shows 

very impressively"how we have over-emphasized 'money-making', 

how size and statistics ot material development came to be 

more important in our eyes than quality' and spiritual values. 

Bow we f or got to live in the struggle t o 'make a li~g', tor 

our education t ended to become uti lit arian or aimless, and ho 

other unfortunate trai ts only too notable today are developedt "l 

In his book, "Philosop~ or Reconstruction", John 

Dewey says: 

"What would once have been miracles are now daily 
perf ormed w1 th steam, and coal and electric! ty and . 
air, and with the human body~ But there are few 
persons optimistic enough t o declare that any sim
ilar command ot the forces which control man's soc 
1al and moral weltare has been achieved •••••• It ha 
been repeatedly suggested that the present limit of 
intellectual r econstruction lies in the tact that 
1 t has not yet been seriously applied 1n the moral 
and social disciplines. 

"The part or social sciences which can be ot use 1n 
the direct processes or char acter formation and 1n 
directing the cooperation ot the i ndividual with 
the collective organization or society is still 
l ar gely , but not wholly, neglected even in the 
higher institutions ot learning. nl 

We have gone tar and rapi~ 1n mat eri al advance

ment but we are now discovering that spiritual and moral val

ues have been lett tar behind. The f ollowing quotat i on from 

G. Stanley Hall' s book, "Adol escence", very adequatel y de

scribes the present sit uation : 

1 J er ome Dowd, op. ci t . , p . 594. 
2 Ibid. 
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•we are conquering nature, achieving a magnificienl 
material civilization, l eading the world 1n the 
applications though not in the creation of scienc, 
coming to lead in energy and intense industrial 
and other activities; our vast and complex busine s 
organization that has long since outgrown the com~ 
prehension or professional economists, absorbs ev0j'r 
more and earlier the bes t talent and musele of 
youth and now dominates health, time, society, I 
politics, and law-giving, and sets new and ever 
more pervading f ashions in manners, morals, educa~ 
tion, and religion; but we are progress1Tely for
getting that for the complete apprenticeship to I 
life , yout h needs repose, l<eisura, art, .l egends, 
romance, idealization, and 1n a word, humanism, if 
it is to enter the kingdom of . .-man well equipped. for 
man's highest work in the world. In education, 
our very kindergartens, which out-number those ot 
any other land, by dogma and hyper-sophistication 
tend to exterminate the naive that is the glory 
or childhood. ~verywhere the mechanical and for
mal triumph over content and substance, the letter 
over the spirit, the intellect over morals, lesson 
setting and hearing over real teaching, the tech
nical over the essential, information over educa-
tion, marks over ed1ticat1on, and method over I 
matter. We coquet with chil.dren' s likes and dis
likes and cannot teach duty or tba apirit of obed
ience. In no civilized land i s teaching so tm
prof essional or school boards at such low level or 
incompetence. Nowhere are the great traditions of 
the race so neglected, the high school so obliv
i ous or either the nature or the needs, or both, of 
the adolescent stage or ·11te.ul 

Before we can go forward as a nation and a people, 

we must turn our major attent ion 1n education from the "makin~ 

I or a living" to learning "how to live". Kore than anything 

else we need men ot char acter. 

Our educational system must rise to meet our great ~ 

est need--that ot building into the life of youth l~fty ideals 

and a desire for right conduct. This is the triple responsi-

l G~Stanley Hall, "Adolescence", pp . XVI-XVII , Vol. 1. 
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bility or the home, the church, and the school. As was shown 

in a previous chapter, this cannot be adequately performed by 

any one institution working alone. The school cannot escape 

I its share ot the character building task. 

The Girl Reserve and Hi-Y clubs are of inestimable 

value not only because they are definitely character build- I 
ing but because they furnish a religious motive for the form

ing or character. This is known as a Christian nation. At 

least that is what we call ourselves. There are no other or

ganizations definitely connected with the school , and under 

school supervision, which provi de opportunities whereby the 

teachings or Jesus, around whom Christianity centers, may be 

presented to adolescent youth. 

A great deal of our present moral instability is 

caused by the breakdown of religion. The Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Y clubs, under the leadership or wide- awake, Christian 

teachers, are doing much to build a. stable religion into the 

lives of high school boy~ and girls that will stand the 

strain or scientific knowledge and modern discoveries. 

The crowning contribution, then, or Girl Reserve 

and Hi-Y to our present dtt7 education, is the definitely 

religious emphasis which they bring into high school life. 

3. Girl Reserve and Hi-Y Keet the Demands of Present 

D&Y Religion. - In Chapter II the newer trends of religion 

were discussed. An attempt was made to catch a picture of 

the kind ot religion that would be efficacious in bringing 
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about the type ot society for which we are aspiring. It the 

crowning contribution or Girl Reserve and Bi-Y is the religious 

emphasis which they bring to high school life, then, they 
I 

must, to be effective, involve the newer and more enlightened 

concepts and trends or r eligi on. 

Referring to the discussion ot these new concepts 

in Chapter II, we note that Harry Emerson Fosdick i s quoted 

as saying that we should "Seek a total attitude toward life 

which is at once good r eligion and good morals ." Again, let 

us note that one ot the finest features of the Girl Reserve 

and Bi-Y Movements is that tbey minister to the whole life 

of the adolescent. Both sponsors and students mention 

(Caapter V) ~he integr ating factor as one of the chief merits! 

of these clubs. I 
I A. Eustace Haydon is quoted as saying: "The moderp 

ideal of the good life must be social and inclusive in an en-I 
tirely this-worldly sense ."1 Kiss Anna V. Rice, 1n a pamphlet 

"The Association as a Religious Movement in the World Today" , 

points out the religious aim of the Association, past and 

present. She makes a plea tor a social emphasis upon the 

religion of the Association in the future. 

"It has been the religious conviction at the center 
of the Association that has driven us out, compell d , 
us to investigate and seek to know the modern worl. 
It is now this new world which in the last quarter~ 
of a century we have come to understand, which l ay 
upon ~s the imperative urge to reconsider our rel! ic 
It is only as religion can be rethought 1n the terr s 
of modern life, only as it is re-expressed 1n lan
guage which this world understands, and in the 
forms of worship, the kinds of activities, the sorjt 

1 N.i.d.e. .p.- .25 . Underline m.~.,. 
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ot inst i t ut ions which this world finds congeni al, 
only as it effectively r el ates itselt to the 
changi ng social and moral standar ds of this n ew 
lite, that it will continue to live." 

This idea is f urt her expressed in point four ot 

the purpose ot the Y. w. C. A.: "To become a social f orce 

tor the ext ensi on of the kingdom of God. " The purposes ot 

Girl Reserve and H1-Y are the same as those o·t the par en t 

organ~zati ons , the Y. w. C. A. and the Y. M. C. A., except 

they are adapted to adolescent needs and interests. 

It is s i gnificant t o note the following sugges

tions in the National Hi-Y Bulletin tor January, 1933: 

"The barter pl an ot exchanging one thing of value 
tor another may pr ovide a good sugges tion tor 
some clubs . After getting a registration of the 
fellows who are out ot work, l i st the skills they 
represent. What kinds or work each t ellow can do. 
Ci ty merchants, manufacturers , or nearby farmers 
ma1 be wi l ling to pay 1n goods for work which som 
of t hes e boys do . The need is tor initiative, 
guidance, and encouragement . These t he Hi-Y club 
could supp~ . n 

In another s ect ion ot t his same bulletin we find I 
the following suggest i on : 

"I . In what capacity" can we best serve 
1. Make a survey of hobo-hangouts to ascerta : : 

a . Humber ot yotmg men and boys dr 1ft1n 
1n our city 

b . What drifting youth is doing in our 
cit, 

c . Best way s t o make contacts with them 
2. Int erview r epr esentatives of ot her agenei s 

concerned w1 th the probl.em 
a. Chief ot Poli ce 
b. Salvation Army 
c. Welf'are Bureau 
d. Juvenile Court 

3. Pr ovide for immedi ate physical needs of 
these bo;ys 

a . Food 

Ll Anna v. Rice, "Tbe As-soe. as a Relig. Move . in the World 
Today", p . 3 . 
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b . Shelter 
c. Medical a ttention 
d . Baths and other sani tat!on needs · 

4 . Pr ovi de for social and spiritual needs 
a . Invite them int o helpful friendship 
b . Raise their morale and rekindle thei:t 

ambition to be something more than I 
hobos 

c. Help them t o find themselves and per 
haps get home and be helpf'ul there 

d. Provide for recreation 

These are splendid examples or the social emphasis! 

of religi on. 

B81'don also ment ions as characterist ic qualities 

or the good lite: f reedom, democracy, opportunity, cooper

ative individualism, mel ior1sm, and internationalism. 

Freedom. Girl Reserve and Bi-Y are self-governing 

clubs. The members plan ·and develop their own meetings with 

adult guidance. There i s no attempt to impose r eligious 

beliefs or standards upon a group. 

Democragy. There are no barrier s or station or 

class, ot r ace or color, ~r creed or r eligious affiliation, 

1n these clubs . The democratic qualities rank high as one of 
the outst anding meri ts in the opinion of sponsors. The 

t eacher does not occupy t he position of an autocrat, as in 

many other school activities. In his r elationship with the 

club members he becomes a friend and f ellow seeker. 

Opportunity. Youth desires opportunities through 

which he may develop his own talents and possibilities. Be 

longs for the chance to discover himself and to expand the 

dimensi ons or his life. ·In t he varied and free program 
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ot Girl Reserve and Bi-Y abundant possibil i ties are opened 

up to him and opportunities presented wher eby he can realize 

his pot entialities. These clubs stand tor opportunity f or 

All.· 
Cooperating Indi vi dualism. Girl Reserve and Hi -Y 

emphasize the individual. They seek to help him 1n his per

sonal devel opment and gr owt h. This is indicated by the t irs 

part ot the purpose ot the Y. W. C. A. Movement : "Associate 

yotmg women 1n personal loyalty to Jesus as Saviour and Lord," 

and in the Girl Reserve code; also, in the Objective of the 

Hi-Y Kovementi "Health Betterment; mind acquir ement ; soul 

enlargement; social advancement; and ser vi ce achievement ." 

Student and adult evaluations give a very high pl ace t o the 

personal development tactor of t he clubs. But individualism 

is not enough. Ther e must be cooper at:2,ng individuali sm. I t 

is this type which character i zes the Gir l Reserve and Hi-Y 

program. The selt must be devel oped but with the good of 

the group 1n mind. The aim is not to develop a super- sel t 

but a self which is capable or fulfil ling its place of ser

vice in the world. In a good club, cooper ati on must exist 

bet ween the member s themselves, bet ween the members and ·the 

teachers, the girls and the women ot the Community Y. W. C. A. , 

and the boys and the men ot the Advisory Commi ttee. 

Keliori sm. Without a taith that the world i s be

coming better and that mankind may, aid 1n t his process , t he 

program of these cl ubs would coll apse, tor it centers around 
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the bett erment of the individual and society . I t recognizes 

the good which exists 1n all aspects or lif'e and seeks to 

make it predominat e over the lower elements. 

Internationalism. One ot the high points Qt the 
, 
Movements under consideration is their splend~d emphasis upo 

1 int ernationali sm. We find 1n modern lite a rising need tor 

tolerance. In minist ering to this need, Girl Reserve and 

Hi-Y are especially efficient. They have gone into all part 

ot the world. Members or these clubs recognize that in be

longing to the local organization, they are a part or a vast 

movement which encircles the globe. Girl Reserve and Hi-Y 

are doing a great deal to instill into the minds or high 

school youth a sense or the Talue ot other races and peoples i 

and the urgent need for cooperation between citizens ot all 

nations 1n order to maintain world peace. 

Conclusion: 

'?he foregoing discussion attempts to prove that 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are educationally sound and square up 

with the modern defini tion ot education; that they are awake 

to the more enl ight ened demands or character training; and 

that- they are not only definitely r eligious but are built 

around the newer and more scientific principle s of religious 

education. 

A great many Girl Reserve and Hi-Y clubs are 11 v1ni 

up nobl.7 to these principles underlying the Associations, an! 

are making very valuabl e contributions to the lives ot high 
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school youth. An effort has been made by means of testi

monies and opinions to show that this is true. 

However, we must face the tact that 1n some comm 

ities and schools, the contributions ot these clubs are ab

solutely nil. Many clubs are merely existing, a disgrace to 

the Association ot which they are a part, doing more harm 

then good. There is reason to believe, however, that these 

are in the minority. Unless the right type ot leadership 

is available, the local conditions favorable, including a 

cooperative spirit on the part of the school authorities an 

commmiity leaders, Girl Reserve and Bi-Y cannot put on an 

,•ffective program. This, however, is true of most any 
organization or institution. 

IV. Comparisons of Girl Reserve and Bi-Yin City and 
Rural Situations. 

It seems that these clubs are usually more effec

tive 1n high school s situated in s~all towns, although there 

is insufficient data to p~ove this fact. The chi er reason 

tor this tendency is the difference 1n the number ot school 

activities in the two situations. There are a great many 

more clubs and extraQcurricular activities present in the 

average city' high school than 1n the average small town 

school. Often Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are the only real 11 ve 

organizations in the rural high school • 

. In the majority or schools studied, located 1n 

small towns , no other activities were scheduled tor the ho 

set aside for Girl Reserve end Hi-Y and school time • 
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Such is not the case in Wichita . At North High, 

school ti.me is given for the regular meetings but other 

activities are scheduled for that hour . At East High, the 

meetings are held after school. This is the time for confer 

ences and various other activities according to the desires 

of the teachers and student groups. Allot the Intermediate 

schools give school time for Girl Reserve and Hi-Y, although 

all but Hamilton have other activities, such as orchestra, 

glee club, craft, and leader's club, for the same hour. 

As a rule, we . find more ot a homogeneous grouping 

in the small town. This is quite often an advantage, par

ticularly from the r eligious standpoint. 

The sponsor of the rural high school club has a 

much bett~r chance to know the boys and girls individually 

and to understand the conditions which influence their 

behaviour and create their problems. Although rural teacher 

are very busy and they have a great many responsibilities, 

there is usually not so many meetings to be attended, and 

such a multiplicity of activities to lead and support. They, 

therefore, can devote more ti.me and interest to Girl Beserv 

and Hi-Y work. 

V. Differences Between Intermediate and Senior 
High Clubs. 

Although there is not a great deal of difference 

between the plan of tntermediate and senior work, there are 

a few outstanding differences in the working out or the 

plan. 
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The activities or the intermediate Girl Reserve 

clubs of Wichita center more about the physical side ot the 

girl's lite than in the senior clubs. It is well that this 

should be so for at this period of adolescence a rapid 

physical grow~ is taking place and adjustments on the physi

cal level become necessary . This does not mean that the 

Girl Reserve club seeks to put on a program of physical 

education, but strives to help the girl to solve her prob

lems whether they be physical, mental, and spiritual, on a 

religious basis. Not physical education, but character 

education through physical activity". A larger percentage 

of intermediate girls belong to Girl Reserve than in the 

high school . This is largely due to the fact that fewer 

activities are offered to the intermediate girl. 

The intermediate Hi-Y program of Wichita is now 

tmdergoing reorganization, according to Mr . J. F. Mummery, 

the Boy's Work Secretary. The -senior Hi-Y program has 

been projected into the intermediate situation and is not 

in all ways satisfactory. An effort is being made at 

present to put the intermediate work on a more pbJsical 

basis. The work with these younger boys is proving more 

successful when centered about pb1's1cal activity- tmder 

expert supervision and leadership. 

In answer to the question: "What does G. R. and 

Hi-Y fail to do that you would like to have them do?" both 
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[ 1n t ermedia te Girl Be serve and Bi ___ l'_ m_e_m_b_e_r _s_m_en- t i_o_n_e_d_ "_m_o_r_e_ 

pb1'sical activity" and "peppier meetings" more than anything 

else. 

VI . Some Outstanding Problems 

1. Leadership. - Kr. J . F. Mummery 1n his annual 

• report tor 1932 mentions as one ot the two gr eatest probl ems 

f acing them in the bo,rs' work " the f alling off of i nterest 

on the part ot volunt eer l eaders in this period when men, 

including our school men, ar e over-loaded with responsibili 

and with worries attendant upon a period ot depression." 

The problem of leadership seems to be one ot the 

most vital probl ems t aoing the Girl Reserve and Hi-Y Move

ments today. In the last analysis, t he success ot a club 

depends upon its leader. It i s of ten clit.ficult to find a 

teacher who is efficient as a l eader and devoted t o the 

principles or these clubs. Such teachers are usually l oade 

down with other responsi bilities. · 

2 . f inances. - The second or the two greatest 

problems in Ri-Y work mentioned bT llr. Kumme:ry was "the 

difficulty or financing our work and the supercritical 

attitude of t hose who would be able to contribute." 

The problem ot f inances faces alUlost eve-ry wor ker 

w1 th Girl Reserve and Hi-Y wor k . No or ganization or club 

can exist without 111oney. It is oftent ime s mos t diff icult 

to secure money to suppor t an institution which i s not 

spect acular in its results, whose products are sl ow 1n 

devel opment and are not tangible. 
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3. Ip.creasing Number of Act1v1t1e~. - The in

creasing number of extra-curricular activities and other 

interests in the high school, has caused difficulties both 

from the standpoint or leadership and membership. This 

problem is very well stated 1n the February Bulletin or the 

National Hi-Y Vovement: 

"When Bi-Y clubs first came into being the high 
school program was not nearly so crowded as 1 t is 
now. The school taught certain subjects in the 
classroom and there were a few interest groups, 
literary, music, etc., which met after school -
but not many. Kost schools had not more than thre 
or four athletic teams, - tootbal.l, baseball, bas- I 
ketball and perhaps track. Now a well organized 
high school has from a dozen to twenty clubs in
cluding interests ot every sort and a string of 
athletic teams half a block long. 

"In ~e .early dqs the field tor Hi-Y was wide open 
There were so many possible things to do that a 
club could take its choice. Today the school has 
taken over many of the ideas and functions which 
formerly belonged to Hi-Y, and new school clubs ha e 
been organized to perform still others. 

"What is the job or Hi-Y now? Where does it fit 
into the school program?· What are the directions 
and tendencies of high schools in planning school 
curriculum and in planning extra curricular 
activities? Must Hi-Y seek out and develop new 
functions? These are questions which need to be 
answered."l 

4. ~ck of Time. - Both students and adult workers 

lament the fact that there is so little time in the regular 

meetings to put over a good program or to think through 

some problem. Questions o~ Vital interest to adolescent 

boys and girls can only be touohed upon. 
I 

I 1 Bulletin published 'ey the Hi-Y Fellowship, llatioJ_ 
Lal Council ot the Y. M. C. A.8 of the u. s., p. 4~ Feb., 19Zl. 
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5. Lack o_f Adult Interest and SupDort. - Not only 

is the older generation slow to support these organizations 

financially, but it, in many respects, withholds its mental 

and spiritual support. The adult mind finds it ditf'icult to 

keep pace with an ever-changing, growing institution. It is 

often alarmed at the free thinking of the younger generation 

In the words ot a Bi-Y worker: "The adult population of the 

community is often a drag upon the tbinking of youth and a 

hindrance to the work ot the club." Without the support and 

interest ot the older generation, Girl Reserve and Hi-Y work 

is handicapped. Youth must not be taken off on a "children' 

crusade" in :which the hqme and parents have no interest or 

sympathy. The results are likely to be disappointing and in 

some cases disastrous . j 

VII. Some Recommendations tor the Future. 

From the discussion in Chapter V and 1n the first 

part or this chapter, we may conclude that Girl Reserve may 

have , (and in many pl.aces dOEJ3 have) a Ti t ally important place 

, in the eomplete education or the high school boy and girl. 

Even though these clubs are already working effectively in al 
great many places, there are certain recommendations which j 

may be made to increase their etfectiveness 1n the future. 

These sugges tions are based on the survey of the clubs or 
Wichita and neighboring sma11 t owns. 

1. A Bee~er Religious EmEhasis. - The most pert1neti,t 

need or Girl Reserve and Hi-I is ·that they become more 
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I definitely religious. There seems to be a general opinion 

that more specifically religious programs are needed; that 

the spiritual emphasis which characterized the parent organ-

I izations from the beginning has been largely lost and must 

be regained. A great deal of this loss came during the World 

War when the Y. K. C. A. and the Y. w. C. A. were called upon 

to perform a t ask tor which they were not prepared. Also, 

in an et.fort to make the clubs socio-religious, the .first 

has been emphasized (as has been characteristic o.f the age) 

to the neglect ot the other. We must now t urn and place more 

emphasis upon the l atter. 

It is interesting to note that the Girl Reserves of 

East High, after tilling out the questionnaire on page 105 

concluded that they needed more r eligious programs and have 

proceeded to plan such meetings. 

The trend ot modern thinking (particularly since 

the financial crash) is awa:y .from the material to the more 

spiritual values or 11.fe. This mus t be the trend or Hi-Y 

and Girl Reserve it they are to continue to till an impor

tant place in the education and religious life ot high school 

youth. 

There are signs that this change of emphasis is 

already taking place. Kiss Anna V. Rice s tates that there 

has been a recent turning to religion on the part of the 

Association tor motivation. She says, "The problems which 

religion i tself present must have some answer before the 
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movement as a whole can go on into another era of development 

with strength and power." She further states, "To race the 

tasks of modern life, the f\llldamental need ot an organizatio~ 

like ours is for a fresh upspringing ot conviction regarding 

the meaning, the value, the purpose ot the goal of life."l 

2. Kore Def'initelY Character Byilding. - Although 

there is a general opinion that Girl Reserve and Hi-I make 

1 very valuable contributions to the development of character 

1n the adolescent boy and girl, it is also generally concede~ 

that they are not as efficacious in building character as 

they should be. 

Some boys and girls seem to be able to be members 

of these clubs for years and yet not catch the spirit of the, 

organizations. Kore effort must be placed on the bringing 

of the fine ideals of the clubs into the actual living ot 

the boys and girls. In the words of a Hi-Y worker: "We do 

not go tar enough. We inspire youth to high ideals of con

duet but we stop short of leading him. to definite commitment. 

A great deal of energy and time is being wasted because we 

cannot go one step farther." 

3. Leadership M9re Efficient and Devoteg. - lo 

organization can rise higher than its leader. Particularly 

is this true of an organia:ation whose program is built out 

of the needs of the loea1 group. The great need is tor 

teachers with the love for adolescent youth and the abilit," 

l Anna v. Riee, op. cit., p. 3. 
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and willingness to guide them 1n their club work. We must 

have leaders who are not only efficient, skilled 1n leader

ship snd adolescent psychology, but devoted to the principles 

and i deals ot Girl Reserve and Hi-Y. A group ot adolescent 

young people without 1'1,se guidance will go f'ar astray. 

4 . Intermediate Work on a Kore Physical Basis, -

The program of' the intermediate clubs must grow out of' the 

specific needs of early adolescent youth. It must not be 

that of' the high school imposed upon a younger group. The 

general opinion of' those most concerned with this work is 

that it must t ake into account the physical needs of' the 

boys and girls ~d involve more physical activities. Aleo, 

there must be more direct guidance and more careful super

visi on. !he early adolescent must be given opportunity · to 

use his own initiative and participate 1n the planning of' 

the activities of' the club, but under excellent and wise 

counsellers. 

5. Kore ~ffective Qooper~tion Between the S~hool 
and Girl Reserve and lij.-Y. - In a great many cases it is 

possible to judge the ef'f'ectiveness of' a Girl Reserve or 

Hi-I club by the atti tude of' the Superintendent or Principal 

towar d them. Such organiz.a t ions cannot thrive 1n a school 

wher e the leaders are half-hearted in their support or oppose 

I them outri ght. They cannot work effectively when there are 

other important meetings and activities at the same time. Itl 

is quite natural tor a high school youth to choose an activ-

ity which wil.l get hill before the public. Such actiVitie 



-164-

as orchestra and glee club do this while there are tew, if 

any opportunities tor the members ot Girl Reserve and Hi-Y 

to appear before the general public. 

Particularly in the city,. there is a real need tor 

more favorable time ot meeting. Kiss Glenn, Secretary of 

the Wichita Gir l Reserve work, states that she is confident 

that the girls can be interested in the Girl Reserve program 

when the meeting is held af'ter school, but that there are 

too many other acti Ti ties ( including conference hours) elaiml 

ing the· attention and time or the girl.s. 

Every administrator should become thoroughly ac

quainted w1 th the program ot Girl Reserve and Hi-Y and torm 

a well thought out polic, toward them. 

6. More ~f£ective Cooperation Between the Church 

and These Clubs. - It seems that two great ins titutions dedit 

cated to the uplifting of mankind might find more effective 

means ot cooperation which would be ot benefit to both. The 

youth program or the church and that ot the Young Women's 

and Young Men's Christian Associations might well J1Upplement 

each other. The details ot this cooperative plan would have 

t o be worked out by the t wo institutions, not necessarily 

involving organizational ties . It is highly probable that 

as the church becomes more and more conscious of her respon-

sibility to modernyauth and the Girl Reserve and Hi-Y move-

ments come to a fuller reelization ot their function, real 

coopera tion will be the normal outcome. 

1 
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7. More Satisfactory Financial Arrangements. -

Some means should be prov:lded whereby these clubs may se

cure enough finances to do an efficient piece or work. I:f 

Girl Reserve and Hi-Y are wort~ ot a place in the extra

curricular program of the high school they surely are wort 

ot the support ot the school and should draw at least part 

or their support from the school funds. A great deal ot thJ 

time and effort or these clubs at the present time is taken 

up w1 th the making or money. Support or partial support 

would allow more time and effort to be given to .~he more 

vital aspects or the club. 

E 



- 166-

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Books 

Betts, George Herbert "How to Teach Religion," New York: 
Abingdon Press, 1919 . pp . 13-76. 

Betts, George Herbert "The New Pr o r am of Reli ious Educat i o ,' 
New York: Abingdon Press , 1921. pp . 104. 

Bower, Will i am Cla7ton 
Church, " St. Louis : 

"Religious Educat i on in the !lodern 
The Bethany Press, 1929 . pp. 270 . 

Br ook~, Fowl er Dell "The 'Psychology of Adol escence," Chicagor• 
Houghton Mifflin Co ., 1929. · Ch. 1-4. 

Coe, George A. "Education in Religion and Morals," New York: 
F. H. Revell Company , 1904, pp . 11-32. 

Coe, Geor ge A. "Social Tn.eory ot Religious Educati on," New Yor k' 
Char les Scri bners Sons, 1917. pp . 342. 

Coe, George A. "What Ails Our Youth," New York: Charles 
Scri bners Sons , 1927 • . pp . 94. 

Dewey, John n.My Pedagogic Creed, " Washington D. c., Progress~vE 
Education Ass ociat i on Press, originall y published in ·l897 . 
pp . 18. 

Elliott, Grace Loucks "Understanding the Adol escent Girl," 
New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1930 . pp. 134. 

Fosdick~ Harry Emerson "As I S~e Rel igion," New York: Har per 
& Brothers Publi shing Co., 1932. pp. 190. 

Fry, Charles Luther "The Uni t ed States Looks at I ts Churches," 
New York: Institute of Social and Religious Resear ch, 1930. 
pp'. 184. 

Hall, G. Stanley "Adolescenct}," I - 590 . New Yor k: D. Appleton 
& Co., 1918 . 

Hauser, C. A. 
Education, " 
pp. 302. 

"Latent Reli gi ous Resources 1n Public School 
Philadel phia: The Heidelber g Pres s , 1928. 

Haydon, A. Eustace "The Quest or th~ Ages." New York: 
Harper & Brothers Publ ishers, I929. pp. 234. 

Haywar d, Percy R. n:rae Dream Power of Yout a," New York: 
Harper & Brothers Publisher s , 1950 . pp. 174. 



-167-

Horne, Herman Harrell ttThe New Education. " Hew York: 
Abingdon Press, 1931. pp . 280. 

Hutchinson, Paul "World Revolution and Religion," New ·Yorkf 
Abingdon Press, 1931. pp. 198. 

Jones, Rufus M. "A Preface to a Christian Faith 1n a New Age," 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1932 . pp. 206. 1 

Kilpatrick, William Hear d 
Civilization, " New York: 

"Education For a Changing 
The Macmillan Co., 1929. pp. 13~. 

Kirkpatrick, E. A. 11Ind1vidual in the Kaking," Chicago: 
Houghton !U.fflin Co., 1911. pp. 308. 

King, Irving "The High School Age,n Indianapolis: Bobbs 
Merrill Co., 1914. pp . 226. 

KcKeever, William A. 
millan Co., 1921. 

"Training the Boy," New York: 
Ch. 24, pp. 348-362. 

The Mac-

KcKovm., Harry C. "Extra Curricular Activities, " New York 
The Macmillan Company, _ 1929. pp . 616. 

Kearns, Hughes "Creative Youth,n New York: Doubleday, 
Doran, & Co. , 1930. pp . 1-36. 

Koxcey, Mary E. "Girlhood and Character," Hew York: 
Abingdon Press, 1916. pp . 376. 

Niebuhr, Reinhold "Does Civilization Heed Rel!gion,u New 
York: The Kacmillan Co., 1928 • . pp . 242. 

Overton , Grace Sloan "l'.outh 1n Quest," New York: The 
Century Company , 1928 . pp. 186. 

Silver, Abba Hillel 
Jorld," Iew York: 

"The Role of Religion 1n a Changing 
"Richard R. Smith, Inc., 1931. pp. 204. 

Sims,. ~ry s.. •The First Twenty-Five Years,• New York:: 
Wom.ans Press, 1932.. pp .. 7.f. .. 

Tracy, Frederick "Adole§cg,p.ge," Ch. 13, pp. 182- 205. I 
New York: Ma.xmillan, 1927. I 

Tuttle, Harold S. "Charaet~r Education by State and Cb~ch, ~ 
Hew York: The Abingdon Press, 1930. pp. 154. I 

Tyler, John Mason "Aro!r.th and Edycation," Ch. l , pp. 1-24. 
Ch. 13, pp . 179-198. <'.:hicago: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1907 . 

Wilson, Elizabeth "Fifty Y~ars of Association Work," 
••• Yorltl Woman 's Press 1930. _p..._p..._._ . ..... 3-..-- l---- --~~----



l 

_ -168-_ 
A'rtfeles 

--, 

Betts, George H. "Will the Public School Movement ror Char
acter Education Supersede the Church?" Reli ious Educatio 
May , 1928, pp. 462-5. 

Bose, Ro7 G. "Measuring Religious Education," Education, 
Karch, 1933, pp. 393-8. 

Davis, James J. "Religion 1n Education," Good Housekeeping, 
October, 1927, p. 18. 

Dowd, Jerome "Is Our Educational System the Best or the 
Worst?" Religious Education, September, 1932, pp . 590-95. 

Grimshaw, Ivan G. "Religious Education in the Public School '' 
Religious Education, Kay, 1928, pp. 458-62. 

Harper, W. A. "Place or Religion 1n Education," Religious 
Education, January-, 1931, pp. 6-12. I 

Hartshorne, Hugh and Mark A. Kay "Character Education Inqui~" 
Religious Education, October, 1930, pp. 754-62. 

Johnson, Ernest, DCharacter Education," Bookshelf, Kay, 
1932, p. 1. 

Jones, David Bryn "Education Challenges the Church," 
Religious Education, October, 1928, pp. 730-5. 

Pechstein and McGregor "Character Education 1n the Sehool," I 
Religious Education, May, 1928, pp. 465-70. 

Rugh, Charles E. "Education Challenges the Church," Religibu§ 
Education, October, 1928, pp. 736-41. · 

Sheldon, Charles "The Religious Htmger of Youth," Good 
Housekeeping, February, 1926, pp 24. 

Sisson, Edward O. "The Public School System," Religious 
Education, September, 1928, pp. 694-8. 

Washburne, Carleton "Character 1n Two Dimensions," Religio~s 
Eduaation, Jan. 193~pp. 721-29. 

Washburne, Carleton "The Responsiblity ot the School 1n a 
Program of Character Building," Religious Educatios, 
Jan. 1931, p.61. 



lliscellaneous 

An Adventure Book for Yotmger Gi~ls , edited by the Womans 
Press, N. Y.,,pp. 70. 

Guide Book tor Senior High School Girl Reserves , prepared by 
the Girl Reserve Department, National Board, Y. w. C. A., 
N. Y.: The Womans Press, 1928. pp. 240 . 

Rice, Anna V. "The Association As a....Rel1.gious Kovement in
The World Today," Bew York: Womans Press, 1930. pp. 35. 

"The Hi-Y Manual, "edi'ted by the Associati on Press, New York: 
1930. pp. 1-5. 

"The Hi-Y Kovement/edi ted by the Association Press, New Yorkr 
1929. pp. 24. 

"The lew Leadership,"pr epared by the Girl Reserve Department, 
Kew York: Womans Press, 1930. pp. 88. 




	t33023_Pocock-2
	t33023_Pocock-3
	t33023_Pocock-4
	t33023_Pocock-5
	t33023_Pocock-6
	t33023_Pocock-7
	t33023_Pocock-8
	t33023_Pocock-9
	t33023_Pocock-10
	t33023_Pocock-11
	t33023_Pocock-12
	t33023_Pocock-13
	t33023_Pocock-14
	t33023_Pocock-15
	t33023_Pocock-16
	t33023_Pocock-17
	t33023_Pocock-18
	t33023_Pocock-19
	t33023_Pocock-20
	t33023_Pocock-21
	t33023_Pocock-22
	t33023_Pocock-23
	t33023_Pocock-24
	t33023_Pocock-25
	t33023_Pocock-26
	t33023_Pocock-27
	t33023_Pocock-28
	t33023_Pocock-29
	t33023_Pocock-30
	t33023_Pocock-31
	t33023_Pocock-32
	t33023_Pocock-33
	t33023_Pocock-34
	t33023_Pocock-35
	t33023_Pocock-36
	t33023_Pocock-37
	t33023_Pocock-38
	t33023_Pocock-39
	t33023_Pocock-40
	t33023_Pocock-41
	t33023_Pocock-42
	t33023_Pocock-43
	t33023_Pocock-44
	t33023_Pocock-45
	t33023_Pocock-46
	t33023_Pocock-47
	t33023_Pocock-48
	t33023_Pocock-49
	t33023_Pocock-50
	t33023_Pocock-51
	t33023_Pocock-52
	t33023_Pocock-53
	t33023_Pocock-54
	t33023_Pocock-55
	t33023_Pocock-56
	t33023_Pocock-57
	t33023_Pocock-58
	t33023_Pocock-59
	t33023_Pocock-60
	t33023_Pocock-61
	t33023_Pocock-62
	t33023_Pocock-63
	t33023_Pocock-64
	t33023_Pocock-65
	t33023_Pocock-66
	t33023_Pocock-67
	t33023_Pocock-68
	t33023_Pocock-69
	t33023_Pocock-70
	t33023_Pocock-71
	t33023_Pocock-72
	t33023_Pocock-73
	t33023_Pocock-74
	t33023_Pocock-75
	t33023_Pocock-76
	t33023_Pocock-77
	t33023_Pocock-78
	t33023_Pocock-79
	t33023_Pocock-80
	t33023_Pocock-81
	t33023_Pocock-82
	t33023_Pocock-83
	t33023_Pocock-84
	t33023_Pocock-85
	t33023_Pocock-86
	t33023_Pocock-87
	t33023_Pocock-88
	t33023_Pocock-89
	t33023_Pocock-90
	t33023_Pocock-91
	t33023_Pocock-92
	t33023_Pocock-93
	t33023_Pocock-94
	t33023_Pocock-95
	t33023_Pocock-96
	t33023_Pocock-97
	t33023_Pocock-98
	t33023_Pocock-99
	t33023_Pocock-100
	t33023_Pocock-101
	t33023_Pocock-102
	t33023_Pocock-103
	t33023_Pocock-104
	t33023_Pocock-105
	t33023_Pocock-106
	t33023_Pocock-107
	t33023_Pocock-108
	t33023_Pocock-109
	t33023_Pocock-110
	t33023_Pocock-111
	t33023_Pocock-112
	t33023_Pocock-113
	t33023_Pocock-114
	t33023_Pocock-115
	t33023_Pocock-116
	t33023_Pocock-117
	t33023_Pocock-118
	t33023_Pocock-119
	t33023_Pocock-120
	t33023_Pocock-121
	t33023_Pocock-122
	t33023_Pocock-123
	t33023_Pocock-124
	t33023_Pocock-125
	t33023_Pocock-126
	t33023_Pocock-127
	t33023_Pocock-128
	t33023_Pocock-129
	t33023_Pocock-130
	t33023_Pocock-131
	t33023_Pocock-132
	t33023_Pocock-133
	t33023_Pocock-134
	t33023_Pocock-135
	t33023_Pocock-136
	t33023_Pocock-137
	t33023_Pocock-138
	t33023_Pocock-139
	t33023_Pocock-140
	t33023_Pocock-141
	t33023_Pocock-142
	t33023_Pocock-143
	t33023_Pocock-144
	t33023_Pocock-145
	t33023_Pocock-146
	t33023_Pocock-147
	t33023_Pocock-148
	t33023_Pocock-149
	t33023_Pocock-150
	t33023_Pocock-151
	t33023_Pocock-152
	t33023_Pocock-153
	t33023_Pocock-154
	t33023_Pocock-155
	t33023_Pocock-156
	t33023_Pocock-157
	t33023_Pocock-158
	t33023_Pocock-159
	t33023_Pocock-160
	t33023_Pocock-161
	t33023_Pocock-162
	t33023_Pocock-163
	t33023_Pocock-164
	t33023_Pocock-165
	t33023_Pocock-166
	t33023_Pocock-167
	t33023_Pocock-168
	t33023_Pocock-169
	t33023_Pocock-170
	t33023_Pocock-171
	t33023_Pocock-172
	t33023_Pocock-173
	t33023_Pocock-174
	t33023_Pocock-175
	t33023_Pocock-176
	t33023_Pocock-177
	t33023_Pocock-178
	t33023_Pocock-179



