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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this _study is to present, as a general 

background, a short history of the· 4-H club movement in the 

United States and Kansas, and then present a more detailed 

history of the 4-H club development in Sedgwick County, 

Kansas. After discusslng the 4-H club movement in the nation. 

state, and county, some of the outstanding problems of the 

present organization will be considered and an attempt ill 

be made to evaluate 4-H club work. This study is primarily 

basic in character and may be of value as a basis for 

further investigation in the field. 

The farm experience of the writer has led to an ap

preciation of the problems and conditions facing rural youth.. 

The author's interest in 4-H club work is based on a reali

zation that keeping the better type of farm boy and girl 

happy and contented. on the farm is one of the major rural 

social problems of the present day. 

Method of Procedure 

The chapters in_ this thesis dealing with club work in 

the ·united States and Kansas are largely compilations from 

published material by other authors. The source materials 

for these two chapters· were obtained largely from the United 

~tates Department of Agriculture and -from state extension de

partments. Fifteen state extension departments responded to 

the request of the author for in-formation on club work . Each 

-1-
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of these states sent extension bulletins or circulars per

taining to club work. Usually this material dealt with club 

work in the . individual state but some of the published 

material had a broader aspect. The following state r extension 

departments cooperated by sending material to the author: 

Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 

New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 

Dakota, Tennessee·, Texas, and iyoming . 

The · general -background of knowledge of club work gain

ed by study.ing club work in the United States and Kansas gave 

a good basis for a more intensive study of club work in Sedg

wick County-. 

_ The writer was taken to many. of the local club meet

ings by Mr . J. Harold Johnson, present (July 1933) Sedgwick 

County club agent. The author attended gene-ral community 

club meetings, "Who's Who Club 11 meetings, model meetinge• con

tests~ and project tours. He was also present at the Sixth 

Annual 4.-H Club Achievement Banquet and the 4-H club theatre 

party. 

The author interviewed a number of people relative to 

club work. These interviews helped to -give new viewpoints 

on club work. Among those intervie ed were the Sedgwick 

County club agent; · the Sedgwick County agricultural agent; 

the Sedgwick County home demonstration agent; the president 

of the Sedgwick County Farm Bureau; and the Sedgwick County 

Y. · .a.A. Secretaiy. 

Sedgwick County has had a county agricultural agent 
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since 1918, a county home demonstration agent since 1921, and 

a county club agent since 1927. The annual reports of the 

Sedgwick County club agent were· extremely valuable. The 

author also checked all the early .annual reports of the Sedg

wick County agricultural agent and the home demonstration 

agent. 

Definition of Terms 

Several tel'ms used in discussing 4-H club work need to 

be defined. 

One of the outstanding characteristics of 4,:.-H club 

work is the carrying of a "project". According to 

Yr. C.B. Sm-ith, Chief, Office of Cooperative Extension ork 

of the. United States Department of Agriculture, a •~project-n 

may be defined as follows. 

_The outstanding characteristic of 4-H club work is thai 
each member cond~cts a substantial piece of work, designed to 
show some better pra,ctice on the farm or in the home or com
munity; keeps a record of results; explains t~e work to 
others; and makes a .final report .on the work. 

A project is said to be ttcompleted" when the foregoing 

requirements are met. 

"Local leaders" are usually farmers or farmers' wives 

~ho volunteer their services in leading the club members and 

giving instruction in the various projects. "Junior leaders" 

are boys and girls· between the ages of fifteen and twenty

six, {usually a former or present club member), who help the 

lc.B. Smith, Boys' and Girls' 4-H Club Work, United 
States Department of Agriculture; Miscellaneous Circular 77, 
(October 1926), pp. 2. 



-4.-

local· leaders in the project instruction. 

A club is entitled to the title .Hstandard club" when 

it meets the following requ~rements. 1 

1. The standard club shall have a membership of at 
least five working on the same project. 

2. A local club leader shall have charge du.ring the 
club year. 

3. A local club organization with necessary officers 
shall be formed. 

4. A club program of work.shall be developed. 
5. Club sh~uld .hold at least six regular meetings a 

year. 
6. Members of the club shall hold an exhibit annually. 

lBoys' and Girls' Club Work--What Is Ii, Colorado 
A.gricultural Extension Bulletin, ·279A, (May 1929), pp. 9·. 



CHAPTER II 

DEVELOPMENT OF 4-H CLUB ,ORK IN THE UNITED STATES 

Period up to Enactment of Smith-Lever Act, July 1, 1914 

What is 4-H club woxk?- In order that a reader who is 

unfamiliar with ~Ji club work may gain a definite conception 

of 4-H club work, Dr . C.B. Smit~, Chief, Office of Cooper

ative Extension ork of the United States Department of 

Agriculture, may be quot_ed. He .makes the following state

ments regarding 4-H club work. 

Boys·• _ and girls' 4-H club work is a publicly supported 
and directed educational enterprise of the United S~ates. _ 
Department of Agxiculture, State agricultural colleges and 
county governments cooperating. It is designed to teach . 
through doing and is so organized as to teach better 
practices in agriculture and home ·economics, and the finer 
things _of rural life, while at the same time developing 
wholesome, industrious, public-spirited boys a~d girls . 1 

A Colorado bulletin amplifies the foregoing as· follows: 

Each club member carries on a piece of work which 
shows some better practice for the farm and the home ...• Re
cords are .kept and the results demonstrated to the 
commu.riity •••• The club members work is designed to meet some 
community need.2 · . 

Fou.r-H club woxk is essentially voluntary in nature. 

Club members enter the organization on their own initiative 

and no attempt is made to force them to remain in the organ

ization. Rural boys and girls from the ages of ten to 

~wenty inclusive are eligible to membership. 

The carrying of-a project is one of the req~irements 

14-H Handy Book, Chicago: National Committee on Boys' 
and Gir~s• Club Work,_ 1929, pp. 1. - · 

Bovs' and Girls' 4-H Club Work--What Is It, Colorado 
Agricultural Extension Bulletin, 279A, {May 1929), pp. 3. -

-5-



-6-

of the _club member. · Each member selects a project or 

several projects. A list of the common projects is found on 

page 64. Certain requirements must be met in each of the 

projects before the work of the club . members is considered 

complete. For example in the Sedgwick County corn project, 

the plot of ground seeded must be one- acre or more; the seed 

must be a recommended variety; a germination test must be 

made; the seed must be planted, cultivated, and the final 

yield weighed.l 

Another requirement for the club member is the keep

ing of records of the time spent, money spent, and other 

facts conqerning the project·. A final report is given to 

the county extension department at the close of the club 

year. 

Usually each community club meets once a month. Some 

s·tates require only ten regular community club meetings a 

year but most of them require twelve. These meetings may be 

divided into three parts. The first part is usually 

business; the second, social; and the third, recreation. 

Correct parliamentary usage is stressed at the meetings. 
V 

Generally the club members discuss problems relating to their 

club, give readings, sing, and have demonstrations showing 

the best methods for doing some piece of work. 

A discussion of ~H club work is not complete without 

men~ioning the national 4-H club pledge, mot.to, colors, and -

11931 Calender and Memo Book, Sedgwick County. pub
lished by Who's Who Club, pp. 24. 
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emblem. The national 4-H club ple.dge is 

I pledge 
My head to cleaxer thinking, 
My heart to greater .loyalty, 
My hands to larger service and 
My health to better living for 
my club, my community_, · and my country. 

The national ~H club motto is to "make the best 

better"; the colors are white and green; and the club emblem 

is a fbur-leaf clover with the letter "H" on each leaflet 

running parallel with the ·midrib of the leaflet. The four 

"H's" represent the fourfold development of the Head, Heart, 

Hands, and Health. 

The forego i ng discussion presents a few of the 

features distinguishing 4-H club work. In the following 

pages the writer will enlarge on some of the various phases 

of 4-H club work and tell someth ing of its origin and early 

d~velopment. 

Origin and early pioneers of 4-H club work~~ To try to 

state definitely and specifically when, where, why, and by 

whom 4-H club work was originated ,is a rather presumptious 

task. This is true because until 1914 there was no national 

organization of 4-H club work, and local states. sponsored 

whatever club work that was undertaken with rural boys and 

girls. 

The main reaso·n for 4-H club work se.ems to be the 

realization by the farmer and others that rural school 

education was not lead.ing to. a full appreciation or respect 

for rural life. Mr. M.H. Coe, State Club Leader for Kansas, 
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makes the following comments. 

The origin of boys' ~nd girls' 4-H club work is some
what obscure, but it is known that in its earliest stages , 
this work resulted from a demand for the introduction into 
the rural schools of subjects that would educate toward an 
appreciation of rural life and· its opportunities instead of 
making use entirely of studies that ignored the country and 
directed the

1
young people's attention toward town and city 

occupations. _ · 

Ivan L. Hobson of the United States Department of 

Agriculture, Extension Service, expressed practically the 

same thought as follows: Extension work with boys and girls 

originated from the desire to keep young people on the farm. 2 

County school superintendents were an active force in 

the developm~nt of boys' and girls' club work. They promoted 

the development of the farmers' institutes which were organ

ized for the purpose of imparting scientific agricultural 

practices and which led the farmer to realize the necessity 

o~ a sat.isfactory method. of educati~g farm boys and girls.3 

In the early development of boys• · and girls' club 

work certain men are outstanding. One · of the most important ,., 

of - these pioneers is Dr. Seamen A. Knapp who achieved fame 

through hts cotton boll weevil work in the South. Mr . O.B. 

Martin, formerl.y in extension work in . South Carolina but now 

director_ ·of ... extension work in Texas, was the first man 

appointed to do club work and claims to have originated the 

· 1M.H. · Coe, s·ome Factors in the Origin and History of 
4-H Clu~ Work~ pp. 1. 

.Ivan L~ Hobson, Status of Boys• and Girls' Club Work, 
Trashington; n.·c.: Off ice of . Cooperative Extension Work, 
(February 1923), pp. 1. 

3George E. Farrell, Boys' and Girls' 4-H Club Work 
Under the Smith-Lever Act. 1914-1924. U.S.D.A., Mis . Cir. 85, 
{Decembex 1926), pp. 11. 
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4-H design. He lists Dr. Knapp as the founder of extension 

work in t his country. 1 

Dr. Knapp was assigned by the United States Department 

of Agricµlture· to work_ in the ·Southern .states to determine 

what could be done to produce cotton under boll weevil 

conditions. He had difficulty in finding fa.rmers to 

demonstrate the advantages of the method he developed and by 

accident he enrolled a few boys as demonstrators with satis

factory results.·2 Dr. Knapp saw in corn contests a solution 

to some of the problems facing the South because the contests 

brought about a rotation of crops. As a result of Dr. Knapp•~ 

activities, the Department of Agriculture in 1907 selected 

W.H. Smith, County Super-intendent ,l. of Schools in Holmes County, 

Mississippi, to organize boys' club work. 3 

Several cases of work with rural boys and girls 

oc.curred before Dr. Knapp's experime_nt but they can scarcely 

be called club work . One of these early ventures took place 

in Macoupin County, Illinois, in 1899. After two unsuccess

ful efforts to draw a crowd to a farmers' institute, 

William B. Otwell, a pioneer institute worker in Illinois, 

offered to supply an ounce of high-grade seed co'rn . to every 

boy and . girl who trvould promise to plant the seed and make an 

exhibit in the fall. It was a mere suggestion of what club 

lo.B. Martin, nWhats Next in 4-H Club ork? 11 ,Extension 
Service _Review,. I I I, ( November 1932) , pp. 134. 

~M._H. Coe, .Some Factors in the Origin and History of 
4-H Clnb Work., pp. 3. 

VIbid., pp • . 3. 
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work is today, but it wa~' a beginning. 1 

Liberty Hyde Bailey, an instructor at Cornell Univer

sity, must also receive reco~nition because, as early as 

1900, he _pointed out that nearly all rural educational effort 

was directed away from rural life. -He suggested nature study 

to serve as a connecting link between school life and actual 

life on the farm.2 

Another early exp~rime~t was conducted by 

A.B. Graham, principal of the township school in Springfield 

Township, Ohio, in 1902. He secured seed coxn for any boy 

who would plant half of a small plot with the Ohio Experiment 

Station corn and the other half with the vaxiety usually 

grown on the home farm. ·One of the types of corn s~pplied 

by the experiment station proved superior to the usual 

vaxiety.3 

As early as 1906 the Association of Land Grant 

Colleges recognized the need of a distinct departmep.t -in each 

of the State agricultural colleges to . direct the extension 

activities that were then developing. Seven states acted on 

this problem in 1907 and by 1912 nearly all of the southern 

states had signed cooperative agreements with the Department 

of Agriculture. at Washington. 4 

Mr. O.H. Benson, County Superintendent of Schools in 

Wright County, Iowa, . also deserves mention among the early 

lGeorge E. Fa_ rrell, op. cit., pp. 11. 2 . Ibid., pp. 10 • 
. 3Ibid., pu. 12. 4- ~ 

M.H. Coe,, op. cit., pp. 4 . 
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leaders. He wished to make the rural school serve the needs 

of- the rural population more satisfactori-iy. In 1915 he 
./ 

introduced club work into the rural schools, each school 

forming a club with th~ _teachex as leader.1 M.H. Coe credits 

Mx. Benson with suggesting the four · leaf clover as the 4-H 

club emblem2 but Mr . T.A. Erickson, State Club Leader at 

Minnesota, questions this statement. 3 

The ·foregoing is by no means an exhaustive list of 

, men who helped in the development of 4-H club work nor a 

~omplete ~enumeration of the contributions of the men con

sidered, but it does present some of the most outstanding 

pioneers in 4-H club work. 

Development of 4-H club work prior to the enactment of 

the Smith~Lever Act of July l, 1914.- It is generally con

ceded that 4-H 6lub work started in the South. 4 In the 1915 
I 

Yearbook of the United States Department of Agriculture the 

following statement is found. Boys' and girls' work was 

begun by this Department in t?,e South about eight years ag(? 

and in the North about three years ago.5 

The 1915 Yearbook also tells of the first boys' pig 

club ever established. This club was organized 1n Louisiana 

in the fall of 1910 with fifty-nine boys as members.6 

lGeorge E. Farrell, op. cit., pp. 11. 
2M.H. Coe, op. cit •. , pp. 6. 
3How 4-H Work Developed in Minnesota, pp. 2. 
4R.K. Bliss, 4-H Club Facts, .. Iowa Extension Service 

Circular No. 38.9, Boys I Leaders Set, 1933, pp. 2. 
51915 Yearbook of the United States Department of 

A~riculture, pp. 272c. 
6Ibid., pp. 272c. 
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. As a result of Dr. Knapp 1 s . early emphasis on corn, 

the South made remarkable progress with the corn project. 

In the ·South prior to the enactment of the Smith-Lever Act of 

July 1, 1914, -2, 007 boys produced · more than a hundred bushels 

of corn to the acre, and of t hese, -twenty-seven produced more 

than 200 bushels per acre.l 

Boys' club work started before girls• club work in 

the South but soon it was realized that agriculture was only 

one half of the rural problem, the other half dealing with 

the home. 2 The organization in 1909 of the first canning 

club followed shortly after the boys• work according to 

O.B. Martin, a pioneer in South Carolina extension work. 3 

The progress and financial returns of these early girls' 

_ c~nning and poultry clubs were phenomenal. The following 

statements indicate this. 

In 1911, 3,153 girls were enrolled in clubs in the 
Southern States; in 1912, 20,300; and in 1914, when the Smith
Lever Act was passed, 33,173. In 1914 the girls reported 
that they canned tomatoes and other vesetables estimated to 
be wort~ $284,880.00, of which nearly ·$200,000.00 was 
profit. - · 

Develo:Qment of 4-H club work _in the North waa somewhat 

delayed. This was partly because of the lack of such an 

emergency as the South faced in the cotton boll weevil 

situation. The success attained by club work in the South 

soon created a demand fo:r similar work in the North and West. 

1George E. Fa:rre·ll, op. cit., p_p. 15. 
· 2 3Ibid-., pp. 16. 
,Ibid., pp. 16. 
Ibid., pp. 17 
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A Federal agricultural -appropriation act, passed in August 

1912, provided funds for club work in the North and West and 

demonstration work became well established in practically 

1 ~very state by· the end of 1913.. The enrollment in club work 

in 1913 in the United States was about 60,000. 2 

Early objectives of 4.-H club wo~k~~- Dr. C.J. Galpin 

of the United S~ates Department of Agriculture in an address 

to the leaders at the National 4-H Club Camp in 1928 listed 

the old objectives of 4-H club work to be: 

First, diffusion of "useful and practical information 
on subjects relating to agricultu.xe and home economics"; and 
secondly, enQouragement "in the application 11 of this 
information.3 

Dr. Galpin concluded the foregoing address with the 

following. 

My conclusion, after scrutinizing the old objectives 
of 4-H club work, is that the original purpose, viz., to · 
incorporate boys and girls into a great general movement to 
produce a perfected type of agriculture and rural life, is 
not· only distinctly warranted, but is still the heart of 
4-H club work. 4 

The writer is of ··the opinion that these old objectives 

still influence 4-H club work but that the methods used to 

reach the objectives have been changed and increased a great 

deal. 

1oeorge E. Farrell, 9p. cit., pp. 18. 
21913 Yearbook of the United States Department of 

Agriculture, pp. 61. . 
_3C.J. Galpin, 4-H Club Work--Old and New Objectives, 

U.S.D.A., Extension Service Circular 127, (July 1930), pp. 1 .• 
4Ibid., pp. 5. 
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Development of 4-H Club Work after the Enactment of the 

·smith-Lever Act, July 1, 1914 to July 1, 1933 

Influence of the Smith-Lever Act.- The enactment of 

the Smith-Lever Act on July l,· 1914, forms a logical division 

point in any discussion of 4-H club· work. When the Act went 

into effect, 4-H club work was placed _on a firmer legislative 

footing and sufficient funds were provided on a cooperative 

basis between the United States Department of Agriculture 

and the vaxious state agricultural colleges to make possible 

a more rapid expansion of club activities than would other

wise have been possible . George _E. Farrell describes the 

influence of the Act as follows. 

In effect, the Smith-Lever Act created a single 
extension system through which practically all extension work 
of the State agricultural colleges and the Uniied States 
Department ·of Agriculture was to be conducted. 

The Encyc·lopaedia Americana describes the financial 

asp·ect or provisions of the Smith-Lever Act as follows~ 

· The Act carries a permanent appropriation of $480,000 
l)er annum ($10,000 for e·ach State); and in addition to this,. 
$600,000 for the second fiscal r,ear of operation, and there
after an increase each year of $500,000 for seven years, 
reaching finally $4,580,000 as a permanent ann~al appropri
ation. The additional apnropriations ·are to be allotted 
annually by the Secretary~of Agriculture to the several 
States in proportion to the State rural population to that of 
the whole rural p~pulation of the country, conditional upon 
the provision by each State of an equal sum; thus making, · · 
when the Act finally matures, $8,680,000 annually.a 

It should be remembered that 4-H club work is just one 

of the three phases of extension work sponsored by the Smith-

~George E. Farrell, op.cit., :pp. 18. 
The Americana, Vo.~. I, (1918) pp. 251,. 
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Lever ·Act. The extension service covers work with men, women, 

and children. 

No specific mention of boys' and girls' club activitieu 

is made in the · Smith-Lever Act ·. 1 The Capper-Ketcham Act 

of 1928 provided definitely for boys' and girls' club work by 

authorizing the expenditure of the United States government 

funds "to further develop the cooperative extension system 

in agriculture and home economics with men, women, boys and 

girls. 112 

Four-H club work developed rapidly following enactment 

of the Smith-Lever Act . By July l, 1915, one year after the 

act went into effect, pig club work was conducted on a co

operative basis• in Louisiana, . Alabama, Georgia, North Caro

l~na, Kentucky, Indiana, and Nebraska.3 In Virginia the 

membership increased from 75 to 23,144 in twenty-one years.4 

In 1924, -4-H club work was a part of the extension program in 

each of the 48 states·. 5 The 1917 Yearbook has the following 

statements regarding enrollment. 

Enrollment in the regular boys' clubs of the South 
was largely increased. Total membership is now approximately 
100,000 •••• Boys' and girls' clubs of the West and North have 
their regular membership of 406,000 and an additional emer
gency ~nrollment of 4-00,000 drawn largely from cities and 
towns. · · . 

lGeorge E. Farrell, op. cit., pp. 18. 
2c.J. Galpin, op. cit., pp. 1. . 
31915 Yearbook of the United States Department of. 

A~iculture, pp. 179. · · . 
rzJ.A. Burruss, 11 4-H Club Work in Virginia", Extension 

Service Review, III, (April 1932) pp. 51. · 
OGeorge E~ · Farrell, op. ·cit., pp. 50. . 
61917 Yearbook of the United States DeHartment of 

A~riculture, pp. 23. 
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-In the period from 1915 to 1924, inclusive, more than 

5,000,000 boys and girls were engag~d in 4-H club work.l 

The expansion of 4-H club work during the so-called 

•emergency peri-od" of the war was remarkable. At that time 

the enrollment bf boys and girls reached the million mark 

for the first time.2 In diicussing the activities of the 

club members during the war period, George E. Farrell made 

the following remarks. 

. They produced food for the family, canned the surplus, 
collected peach pits for the making of carbon for use in 
soldiers' gas masks, fed an extra beef or a few additional 
pigs, and took the place on the farms of the older brother 
at the front. They ~earned to work systematically and to be 
happy in their work. 

A decided slump in membership followed the war. By 

1923 the enxollment was do~ to 459,074.-4 Since 1923 the 

enrollment has steadily increased so that in 1931 it reached 

890,374. 5 

Modern objectives and purposes of 4-H club work.- The 

old objectives of 4-H club work were discussed briefly in a 

previous section. Dr. C.J. Galpin's conclusion that the old 

objectives still have a place in modern 4-H club work was 

quoted on page 13. 

· Fundamentally the aims or objectives of 4-H club work 

remain the same as in the period before the national extensioI 

1 . . . . . Geo·rge E. Farrell, o:o. cit., pp. l. 2 . 1,lli., pp. 19. . 
3George E. Farrell, op. cit., pp. 19 • 
. 41931 Report of Extension Work in Agriculture and 

Home Economics in the United States, pp. 38. 
5M.C. Wilson, Statistical Results of Cooperative Ex

tension :work. 1931 ... United States Department of Agriculture, 
Extension Service Circular 176, (May 1932), pp. 5. 

• 
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system· w:as established. Dr . C.J. Galpin expresses this as 

follows. 

To put the matt e·r fairly and squarely before you, the 
old objectives of 4-H club work , tho~ght of in the narrow 
terms of farm practice and house~eeping, have widened to 
include also the economics of agriculture and home making 
and the sociological relations of the farm home and the rural 
life as a whole.l . · 

Alfred Charles True, specialist in States Relations 

work of the United States D~partment of Agriculture , regards 

the purpose as clearly educational ·and vocational. 2 The 

following statements indicate another purpose of 4-H club 

work. 

The club activities are undoubtedly o~ganized and con
ducted with a view of giving children a favorable outlook 
on agriculture and country life •.•• One of the fundamental 
and important problems in American life today is how a 
sufficient ntUnber of intelligent people whose best work can 
be done in agricultural lines may be made content to remain 
in rural communities.3 

A New Mexico circular gives as the objectives of ~H 

club work, first, the usual one, teaching improved methods in 

agriculture and home making and second, ~he less obvious one, 

of developing all-round manhood and womanhood for capable 

· citizenship. 4 

Two contrasting theories have been advanced as to the 

real purpose of 4-H club work. One group assert that the 

lc.J. Galpin, op, cit., pp. 2. 
2Alfa:ed Charles True, The Place of 4-,;.H Clubs in the 

American System of Public Education, U.S.D.A., Extension 
Service

3
Circular 71, {March 1928}, pp. 2. · -
~., pp. 6. 

4oarolyn F. Wetzel and E.C. Hollinger, 4-H Club Work 
in New Mexico, New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts, Extension Circular 107, (November 1931), pp. l. 
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primary _pu.rpose of 4-H club work is to improve practices 

in agriculture and home economics, and the other group in

sist that the real function of club work is the development 

of boys and girls by giving ··, the_m a more complete realization 

of the better things of their environment and the improvement 

of farm practices is only a means to that end.1 

The following figure shows the ranking given the dif

ferent aims by 184 state and county club leaders in a study 

by Mr. E.H. Shinn, Senior Agriculturist of the United States 

Depart.ment of Agrioulture. 2 · 

Content of Returns Percentage for each item 

(> 10 10 • 30 • . "°· .50 

T9 develop boys and 
girls 42.4 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
To improve farm and 
home practices 23.6 xxxxxxxxxxxx 
To stimulate inter-
est in farm life 21.0 xxxxxxxxxx 

Miscellaneous 13.0 xxxxxx 

Fig. 1.- Ranking assigned the different aims of 4-H 
club work in Mx. Shinn's Questionnaire study. 

~E.H. Shinn, Educational Values of 4.-H Work , United 
States Department of Agriculture-, Extension Service, 
Circula a 128, (July 1930), pp. 2. 

Ibid., pp. 4. 
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A detailed list of the objectives of club work was 

given recently by Dr. C.B. Smith, Chief of the United States 

Extension Service, as follows: 1 

1. To do something worthw~ile and stimulate interest 
in community progress, 

2. To improve farm and home practices, 
3. To teach pride in occupation, 
4. To give training in agriculture and home economics, 
5. To develop appreciation of nature, 
6. To teach cooperation, 
7. To develop rural leadership, 
8. To give vision, 
9. To -develop men and wo~en • 

. W.H. Palmer, Stat.e Club Leader of Ohio, developed a 

set of eight major objectives which follow closely the seven 

cardinal principles of education. His list follows. 2 

1. Healthful living 
2. Economic efficiency 
3. Worthy home membership 
4. Exploring for careers 
5. Civic efficiency 
6. Recreational living 
7. Esthetic appreciation 
8. Ethical living 

A Colorado bulletin contains the statement that the 

goal of club work is the eventual reaching or contact of 

ev·er'y boy or girl of club c1ge in rural districts, whether in · 

or out of school.3 How far we are at present from attaining 

this goal is made clear in the following statements. 

Of the 11,000,000 rural boys and girls .between the 

· 1R. x; Bliss, · 4-H Club Facts, Iowa Extension Service, 
Circular 389, Boys' 4-H Leaders Set, 1933, pp. 4. 

· 2W.H. Palmer, Aims for 4-H Club Members , Ohio State 
University Extension Service, 4-H Circular 73, (April 1931), 
pp. 2. , I 

3Boys' and Girls' 4-H Club Work--What is It, Colorado 
Agricultural Extension Bulletin, 279A, (May 1929), pp. 9. 
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ages of ~en and eighteen, about 27 per cent of whom are out 

of school, .4-H club work is reaching 1 in 22. 1 

On the basis of the 1931 yearly :reports •••• we estimate 

that one out of every twelve came under the direct influence 

of the club· leader. 2 

. States vary greatly in the proportion of eligible 

boys and girls reached as the following figu:res show. 

Colorado in 1928 reached one out of thirty. 3 

Washington in 1931 reached one out of fourteen. 4 
. Iowa in 1931 rea·ched one out of nine. 5 
Nebraska in 1932 reached one out of nine

7
6 

Wyoming in 1931 reached one out of five. 

The writer is of the opinion that the goal of reaching 

all rural boys and girls by 4-H club work is not likely to 

be attained with the present volunta:r·y nature of 4-H club 

work . 

Range of activity of 4-H club work in the year 1933.

In this section of the thesis the writer will discuss some 

of the ramifications of· 4-H club work as it exists too.ay. 

Only a few of the outstanding or wiusual developments of re

cent years will be considered. 

l . . 
George E. Farrel!, op. cit . , pp. 49 . 

2R.A. Turner, The Local 4-H Club Leader--! Cornerstone. 
I owa 4-HManual for Girls' Clothing, Club Leaders, 1933, . 
Vol . I, Section IX, Circular 697, pp . 1~ 

3Boys• and Girls' 4-H Club Work-- What is It, op. cit . , 
pp . 11 . 

. 4Henry M. Walker, Washington Local 4-H Club Leaders' 
Handbook, 4-H Circular 13, (May 1932), pp. 4. 

SR.Kl Bliss, op. cit ., pp •. 4 . 
6Boys and Girl~ 4-H Clubs , Nebraska Agricultural Ex

t ension Service, Circular 0-01-2, {January 1933); pp. 4 . 
7Wyoming 4.-H Clubs Holding Gains,_ University of 

Wyoming Agricultural Extension Service, 1932, pp. 2 . 
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I.~ Kentucky during the past year the rural young 

people formed Utop~a Clubs for those above club age. In the 

first years work 167 young men and 176 young women were en

rolled.1 It seems that clubs of this type fit a definite 

need and should be encouraged and developed extensively. 

Fire prevention programs .were ca.:rried out in at least 

two states recently . In 1930 Mississippi had such a 

program. 2 In 1932, in Oregon, 20,000 4-H club boys and girls 

were enrolled in a state-wide fire prevention campaign. 3 

In Missouri, 4-H club members learn about insects 

through field trips and motion pictures. 4 Dr. C.B. Smith, 

referred to on page 19, considers botany, zoology, and 

meterology appropriate subjects for 4-H club instruction.5 

Cotton projects are decreasing and corn projects in

creasing in the South . 6 The number of projects are continu

ally being increased so that Kansas has sixteen possible 

projects at the present ·time. 7 These projects are listed 

on page 41. 

A new cooperative home for 4-H girls at the University 

lnxentueky Clubs for Older Boys and Girls", Extension 
Service Review, III, (May 1932), pp . 68 . . · · 

· jd 11 4-H Club Fire Prevention Program," Extension Service 
Review, I, (August· 1930), pp . 52. · · _ . 

3 11 4-H Fire Prevention," Extension Service Review, III, 
(November 1932), pp. 136. . 

4 11 Missou:r1 4-H Clubs Learn About Insects," Extension 
Service Review , II I, ( June 1932) , pp . 88. · • 

5C .B. Smith, The ·Ontlook in Agriculture in Relation · 
to .4-H Club Work,, United States Department of Agriculture, 
Extension Service, Circular 164, (June 1931), pp . 4 . · 

· 6•01ub Boys Diversify," Extension Service Review, III, 
(April 1932) , pp. 50 . . 

?Unpublished circular from Kansas State Agricultural 
College , pp . 5 . 
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of Arkansas houses about twenty-five young women. 1 The 

thirty-two -4-H scholarship students at the New Mexico State 

College organized a club for the purpose of stimulating and 

maintaining interest in 4-H club y;ork·.2 In 1927 the 4-H club 

members at Kansas State College organized a Collegiate 4-H 

club which now has 175 active members. 3 There is also a 

house for girls which is called 11 Clovia". 

An appreciation of music is being developed through 

4-H club work. Several · 4-H club orchestras have broadcast 

prog:rams. 4 At the present time Sedgwick Countr, Kansas, has 

a splendid .4-H club band of about thirty-five members. 

Foux-H club members are .often given. adult responsibil

ities. They managed the Whatcom County fair in Washington 

excl~sively.5 In New Jersey the poultry club members are 

. now _grading and packing qu.ality eggs. They use a distinctive 

·carton and must candle and weigh the eggs.6 

Forestry 4-H clubs are a relatively recent development. 

They were organized in nearly half of the thirteen central 

states, with approximately two thousand enrolled.7 

1Extension Service Review, IV, (January 1933)-, pp. 12. 
2E.C. Hollinger, Scholarship, Prizes and Awards, 

Report for New Mexico Extension Service, (July 1931) pp. 1. 
3TheWho's Whoot, published by the Collegiate 4-H Club 

at Kansas State College, 1932, pp. 17. · 
4°Four-H Club Orchestras on the Air, 11 Extension ·Service 

Review, III, · (January 1932), pp. l. · 
5 11 Four-H Clubs to Manage Fair," Extension Service 

Review. II, , (July 1931) pp. 111. · _ . 
. 6°:Ma.rketing 4-H b1ub Eggs in New Jersey,« Extension 

Servi'ce Review, II, . (December 193.1), pp. 180. 
71932 Yearbook of the United States Department of 

A~riculture, .pp. 230. 
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Among the common though no less important activities 

of 4-H club work are paxticipation in club picnics, club 

camps, club tours, achievement days, banquets, fairs, ex

hibits, club meetings, rally days, j_udging work, plays, 

parties, basket socials, quartets, and. choruses. 

In the regular club meeting the member is given 

practice in parliamentary procedure, demonstrating, music ap

preciation, singing, group recreation, and social contacts. 

-The organization of 4-H club work varies so much in 

the various st tes that a separate chapter could be written 

telling of :: .i innovations developed by the different states. J 

The foregoing examples are a few that came to the attention · 

of the author. 

General facts of 4-H club organization~- The manner of 

financial supp6rt of 4-H club work will be considered first. 

The Smith-Lever Act provided for extension work on a co

operative basis between the United States Department of · 

Agriculture and the various states. The following table 

shows the amount of money expended annually from 1914 to 

1923, inclusive, on 4-H club work. 

lSilver .Anniversary, Cooperative Demonstration Work, 
1903-1928,._ Texas State College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts, Extension Service, pp. 145. 
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TABLE I 

. TOTAL ANNUAL EXPENDITURE OF FEDERAL FUNDS 
FOR BOYS' AND GIRLS' 4-H CLUB 1.0RK IN TH-E 

UNITED STATES;. JUNE 30_, 1915, TO JUNE 30, 1924* 

Year 

1914-15 •••....••.• 
1915-16 •.•.••..••• 
1916-17 •••..•.•..• 
1917-18 •••..••.••• 
1918-19 •••.••...•• 
1919-20 ••••••.. ~ .• 
1920-21 •.••••••••. 
1921-22 •....•••••• . 
1922-23 ••••••• i••· 
1923-24 •.......•.• 

Amount 

162,448.27 
231,227.16 
319,556.91 
669,666.18 
921,621.38 
883,615.86 
923,982.19 

1,054,388.85 
991,179.78 
991,490.45 

The cost of county extension service to a county in 

Iowa· is less ·than one third of one cent of each county tax 

dollar. It amounts to one-fifth of the com1ty insane fund 

and one-eighth of the poor tax.1 

The extent and efficiency of the 4-H club organization 

from year to year may be obtained from the following table • . 

*George E. Farrell, op. cit., p~. 6. 
lExtension Service Review, II, {November 1931), back 

cover. 
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TABLE II 

TOTAL ENROLL ENT, TOTAL COMPLETIONS,l AND 
PER CENT OF COMPLETIONS IN 4-H CLUBS BY YEARS 

FOR THE UNITED STATES2 · 

Completions 
Year Total Enrollment Number Per cent 

1913a 60,000 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917b 
1918 683,816 
1919 
1920 
1921c 491,000 , 
1922d 600,000 ~58,000 59.7 
19238 459,074 249,416 54.3 
1s24e 510,355 283,283 55.5 
19258 565,046 329,574 58.3 
19268 586,156 368,305 62.8 
19278 _619, 712 399,107 64.4 
19288 663,940 447,579 67.1 
19296 756,096 507,487 67.1 

· 19308 822,714 554,345 67.4 
193lf 890,374 629,243 70.7 

1Members are counted as completions when they handle 
project satisfactorily for the year and ma.lee a report at 

he end of the year. _ - · 
2Blank spaces indicate that no data are available. 
a1913 Yearbook of the United States Department of 

riculture, pp. 61 . 

p. 667. 
Edward Mowbray Tuttle,- The Book of Rural Life, Vol.II, 

01922 Yearbook of the United States Department of 
riculture, pp . 44. ~ 

1923 .Yearbook of the United States Department of 
riculture, pp. 51 •. 

el931 Report of Extension Work in Agriculture and Home 
Economics in the United States, pp. 38. · 

fM.C. Wilson, Statistical Results of Cooperative 
Extension ork · 1931 . United States Department of Agriculture, . 
Extension . exvic~,,: ;:;-~1~l?-;t°,, +7'?,,: {M~y, J.~~),,, ,,PP• 5. 

; ! ~ ~) .' : \J ~ J / : ,' J ) : : ~ >, ) ~ ; ~ >, ; / . J ) } ) ) ) ) >' . 
J ' ) , J J J J ',' J 'J) 'J J J J 

) J) } J ' ; JJ 

) ) ) J ) ~ ! ) J • J J J J 

~ :, ; ; t ) '.' ; ) ' 
J J J ) ) ) J 

J ) , J J J J 
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Table III shows the enrollment in 4-H club work by 

regions in -the yea:r 1924. From this table it is interes·t1ng 

to note that in 1924, out of 510,355 en:rolled, 415,003 or 

81 per cent were from the south and central states. Forty

nine per cent were from the outh but their percentage of 

completion was the lowest. 

TABLE III 

ENROLLMENT AND COMPLETIONS OF 4-H CLUB MEMBERS 
BY .REGIONS IN 1924* 

12 Eastern -13 Central 12 Southern 11 Western 
states States Stat.es States 

ENROLLMENT 
Boys 27,928 69,268 100,78"6 11,828 
Girls 38,553 96,370 148;579 17,043 

Total 66,_481 165,638 249,365 28,871 

COMPLETIONS 
Boys 19,420 46,672 42,958 7,897 
Girls 27,710 .62,142 68,461 11,023 

.Total 44,130 108,814 111,419 18,920 · 

PERCENTAGE 
COMPLETING 66.4 65.1 44.7 65.5 

The average time spent in 4.-H club work ·is a little 

more than two years. 1 M.C. Wilson and W.F. Xumlien in a 

study of tlie effectiveness of extension work in Hamlin County, 

South Dakota, found the average age of club members to be 

14.2 years.2 

*George E. Farrell, op. cit., pp. 53. 
liowa 4-H Manual for Girls Clothing Club Leaders, 1933, 

Vol. I, Section IX,. Circular 697, pp. 41 
2M.C. Wilson and W.F. Xumlien, Local Leadership and 

the Effectiveness of Extension Work in Reaching Rural People, , 
United States Department of- Agricultuxe, Extension Service, 
Circular 331, (December 1926), pp. 26. 
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In. this chapter the author briefly traced the develop.. 

ment of 4-H· club ork from its earliest, indefintte begin

nings to it-s extensive, modern organization. A short dis""." 

cussion of several of the pioneers in club work was also 

included. Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, generally considered the 

founder of the United States extension system and 4-H club 

work, was given special attention. 

The growth of membership as followed- from the time 

when there were only a few widely separate~ unorganized 

clubs; ' through the period· of r~pid increase following the 

enactment of the Smith-Lever Act of 1914; through the war 

emergency period with its phenomenal growth; through the 

time of the slump that followed; and through the last decade 

of steadily increasing enrollment. 

For the benefit of the reader to whom 4-H is merely 

a · symb_ol, the author wrote a section on the natur·e of 4-H 

club work. One part of the chapter is devoted to the 
. \ 

objectives or aims of club ·work and another division to the 

value·s or actual results. 



CHAPTER III 

FOUR-H CLUB WORK I N KANSAS 

In this chapter the writer will . trace the ·growth of 

4-H club work in Kansas from its first appearance in 1910 to 

ihe present time (July 1933). 

Developnent of 4-H Club Work in Kansas up to the Time 

of the Enactment of the Smith-Lever Act of July 1, 1914 

The beginning of ·4-H club work in Kansas dates back to 

about 1910. The work with rural boys and girls at this time 

was not known as 4-H club work. Mr . M.H. Coe, present Kansas 

State Club Leader, maintains that the earliest mention of 

club work in Kansas is found i n the Kansas biennial extension 

report for 1910 to 1911. In t his report is t he etatement tha1 

girls I home economics clubs were organized with a membership, 

of about two thousand. In these clubs definite courses of 

study were foll~wed ~d ·fees were collected.1 The clubs were 

somewhat similar to the Mother-Daughter -Canning Clubs which 

appeared a few years later. 2 The home economics clubs were 

different from the regular 4-H clubs in. that a fee was charg

ed and a definite course of instruction was given by· the 

county agent. 
; 

The first regular county agent work in Kansas started 

lM.H. Coe, Some Factors in the Origin and Historr of 
4-H Club Work, pp. 5.- . 

~Otis E •. Hall, "Boys' and Girls' Club- Work in Kansas," 
Twentieth Biennial Renert of the State Board of Agriculture, 
Kansas,· Vol. 25, (1915-1916), pp. 60. 
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in Leavenworth County in August, 1912. Mr . P.H. Ross was the 

first agent. The State College at Manhattan supervised and 

sponsored the work from the beginning~ Starting in 1913, 

the United States .Department of Agriculture cooperated with 

the State College and Leavenworth Cou.nty.·1 

The next mention of club work is found in the Kansas 

extension report for the biennium ending June 30, 1914. 2 At 

this time boys' and girls' poultry clubs were organized in 

addition to the previous home economics work. 

Club and contest work was started in Allen County in 

1914 by the Agricultural Club in cooperation with officials 

of the county fair and co~nty institutes, superintendents of 

county schools, and the State Agricultural ·college. 3 County 

school superint.endents were especially valuable as local and 

county leaders. Teachers were also used as local leaders. 

The contest clubs accepted for membership any boy or girl 

between the ages of nine· and twenty.4 The clubs had as their 

main objectives, according -to the county agent, the increase 

in net xeturns or quality of farm produce and the better 

development of the rural boy and gir1 . 5 · .Parents were en

couraged to give the boys and girls at least a part of the 

profit from their completed projects. Four contests were in~ 

1Silver Anniversarv Coonexative Extension Work, Texas 
Ext·ension Se:rvice, {1928), pp • . 145. 

2M.H. Coe, op. cit., pp. 5. 
3W.E. Watkins, "Boys' and Girls' Club and Contest Work," 

Nineteenth Biennial Renort of the State Board of Agriculture, 
Kansas, Vol. 24-, {1913 to 1914), pp. 266. • 

4Ibid., pp. 266. 
5Ibid., pp. 266. 
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cluded in the early Allen County clubs. A brief de script ion 

of each of these early clubs or contest·s is given in the 

following paragraphs. 1 

Corn and Kaffir Contest.--In these contests the boys 
were required to plant one .acre, do all the work on same, 
keep a record of the work done and the returns from the crop, 
and write a report on "How I Produced My Crop". 

Pig Contest.--Premiums were given fo~ the most weight 
at the least cost from a single litter of pigs. 

Girls' Garden and Canning Contest.--Girls planted one
tenth acre, cared for it themselves, kept records and made 
a report . The principal . crop used was tomatoes. At the 
close of the season they exhibited at the Allen County Fair. 

Butter Contest.-~Premiums were offered for the best 
three pounds of butter at the local fair. In addition to 
this exhibit the member must have churned butter at least ten 
times during the sunrrner. 

The writer believes that Mr. William B. Otwell, a 

pione~r farmers' institute worker in Illinois, must be given 

some credit for the development of club work in Kansas prior . 

to tl_le enactment of the Smith-Lever Act. . .Mr . Otwell was 

present at the 1912 meeting of the Kansas State Board of Agri

culture and made an address -on his early . experiences with 

boys' ·and girls' corn clubs in Illinois. After reading the 

address, the author is of the opinion that Mr . Otwell must 

have left an indelible impression on the minds of his 

hearers . 2 

From the foregoing discussion we see that boys' and 

g1r·1s' club work began in Kansas about four years bef'Ore the 

1w. E. Watkins, op. cit., pp. 267. 
2William .B. Otwell, 11 The St.ory of My Farmer Boys", 

Eighteenth Biennial Report of the State Board of Agriculture, 
Kansas, Vol . 23, (1911-1912), pp . 736T745. 
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Smith-Lev~r Act of July 1, 1914, was enacte-d. Club work in 

Kansas by 1914 had not advanced µearly .as far as it had in 

many of the southern states. The work with boys and girls 

in Kansas prior to the Smith-Lever Act· could not fairly be 

called 4-H club work, however, all things· must arise from a 

humble beginning. 

Development of 4-H 6lub Work in Kansas 

from Ju_ly l _, 1914, to July 1, -1933_ 

The enactment of the Smith-Lever Act in 1914 marks the 

beginning of a new era for club work. Under the provisions 

of this act each state was in a position to organize definite-• 

ly for club work. 

Period .from 1914 to 1920.- The first official re

cognition of 4-H club work in Kansas is found in the Kansas 

extension report for 1915, which states th~t a director of 
~ 

boys 1 and girls ' club work was appointed on September 1, 1914~· 

Although a director was appointed in 191.4, a definite de

partment for th~ promotion of this work was not created until 

1916 when the director of boys' . and girls' club work became 

the state club leader_. Mr . Otis E. Hall received this 

appointment.2 

The total enrollment of boys and girls in 4-H clubs 

in Kansas in 1915 was approximately 2500. In the years 1917 

and 1918, gardening, canning, breadbaking, and garment making 

l . . 

2
M.H. Coe, op. cit., pp. 5. 
Ibid., pp. 5. 
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clubs were the most act ive. Bread-baking clubs were especial

ly active in the baking of w r breads, ·saving the white _ flour 

for the soldier overseas . Canning cl ubs had the most members 

every year up to 1920. In 1917, o~t of a total enrollment 

in all clubs of 14,299 members, there were 8,185 canning club 

members . 1 

Gardening , as another widely used project . The gar

den of a square .rod was popular with beginners; but .. the older, 

experienced members had larger garden plots . 2 In the early 

h i story of club work in Kansas, gardening and canning were 

often combined. The Mother-Daughter Canning Clubs were an 

outgrowth of the garden projects . 3 These clubs were organ

ized because of a desire by the mother for knowledge concern

ing t~e ne methods of canning . According to the rules of 

the club , a mo-ther or some other women enrolled for each 

boy or girl club member . 

By 1920, livestock clubs were coming to the front . 

At this time pig clubs were -the most popular of the livestock 

clubs .-4 More than two hundred registe:red sow pigs were placed 

in the hands of Kansas pig club mem~ers ·during the season of 

1916. 5 Dairy and beef clubs were · being organized but they 

were not as popular as the pig clubs . 

1L. C. illiams , 11 Boys~ and Girls ' Club - ork in Kansas 
since 191511 , Twenty- second Biennial Report of the State Board 
of A~riculture , Kansas , Vol . 27 , (1919- 1920) , pp . 227 . 

2Ibid., pp . 227 . 
3Qtis E • . Hall , op . cit . , PP .• 60 . 
4L . C. Williams , op . cit~ , pp . 228 . 
5otis E. Hall , op . cit . , pp . 57 . 
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Po~ltry was also one of the important early projects . 

The project was divided into two types .of clubs. One was the 

chick-raising club and the other, the egg laying or flock 

olub. 1 

Corn clubs were popular from the f'irst, . but about 1918 

the sorghum clubs began to replace the corn clubs . Many of 

the early corn club members had high yields consistently. 2 

The total enrollment and the number of clubs in each 

of the projects for ·the period from 1916 to 1920 is given in 

Table IV. 

TABLE IV 

TOTAL ElffiOLLMENT OF 4-H CLUB MEMBERS AND NUMBER OF CLUBS 
IN EACH OF THE PROJECTS IN KANSAS FROM 1916 T0 .1920• 

191f; 1917 19" 
No. No. 

Projects No . em- No . Mem- No . 
Clubs bers Clubs bers Clubs 

Corn 55 854 31 414 18 
Canning: ~?. h1?. ?.07 81A5 12A. 
Bread 23 343 35 516 111 
Clothin{l 75 1346 85 1595 85 
SorQ"hum 28 472 8 100 7 
Pi{l 21 239 27 466 67 
Poultrv 18 304 27 380 59 
Gardenin12: 13 590 72 2643 98 
Potato 3 26 
Tomat o 10 147 
Dai rv Calf 
Babv Beef 
Bee 3 

~L ~c. illiams, op, cit . , ~p . 228. 
Ibid., pp . 228 . 

-~ . , pp . 232 . 

.8 ls:119-19?.0 
No . No . 
Mem- No . Mem-
bers Clubs bers 

184 41 375 
~,~u~ ?.m~ ~?.h~ 

1463 163 1923 
918 161 1632 

86 6 175 
807 99 964 
594 189 2028 · 

1989 214 5500 
7 51 

10 99 
6 6 

43 12 81 
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In 1920, Mr. L.C. illiams, one of the early Kansas 

state club leaders, made the following statements regarding 

the growth of club work in Kansas since 1915. 

Although boys' and girls' cl,ub work has been going on 
considerably -longer than five years in Kansas, the greatest 
development has occurred in that time. Not only has the 
number of clubs increased since 1915, but the nature

1
and 

character of the projects have been greatly changed. 

Period from 1920 to 1933.- The period from 1920 to 

1933 was one of rapid growth f ·or club work in Kansas. This 

growth occurred both in the total enrollment and in .the num

ber or variety of projects. 

After the Great ar the total enrollment decreased 

greatly,. but by 1923 the membership began to grow and has 

continued a steady increase since that time. 2 

A certain confusion seems to have existed even as late 

as 1922 as to what 4.-H club work really was. One county 

agent in 1922 wrote as follows. 

The movement known as boys' and girls' Calf club is 
of recent origin. - It started out with simple grain growing 
and stock-judging contests, ·but today it has developed into 
every phase of farm industry, and we find thousands of young . 
people· in every state actively engaged in the production of 
all crops and livestock. 3 . 

In 1924 the total club membership in Kansas was ap

proximately 7500 . At that time more stress was laid upon 

stock judging than at the present ·time . The stock judging 

team from Coffey County won at the International Livestock 

lt . c . Williams, op . cit . , pp . 227 . 
2M._H . Coe, op. cit., pp. 5 . 
3Earl J . Cooper , "Boys ' and. Girls' Calf Clubs" , Twenty

third Biennial Reuort of the State Board of AQTiculture, 
Kansas , Vol . 28 , {1921- 1922) , pp. 131 . 
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Exposition _in Chicago in 1923 against competition from 

twenty-one states.l 

In the Kansas extension report for the years 1925 and 

1926, Mx. Coe, then acting' state club leader, tells that the 

State Board of Agriculture had initiated the custom of honor

ing a few 4-H club members of the state who made outstanding 

achievements in club work. 2 The three Ljundahl brothers of 

Riley County were the first club members to be s·o honored. 

A banquet was given for the three boys and their· parents. 

These boys had outstanding· success with a baby beef project 

of five animals . They won nine hundred dollars in cash 

premiums . Besides the money, they won two silver tea sets, 

three .gold medals, five gold wa~ches, a seventy-five dollar 

trip to the International Livestock Show and to the Fourth 

National Club Congress at Chicago, and a ten dollar trip to 

the American Royal Livestock Show.3 

· Mr . Coe saw in such individual achievements and awards 

as the foregoing, an inspiration and incentive for other club 

members . 4 

One of the most important developments of the period 

from 1920 to 1933 was a change in the type of club organi

zation. O. I . Howard, Lyon County agricultural agent, states 

1M.H. Coe, "The Boys Who on for Kansas", Twenty
fourth Biennial Report of the State- Board of Agriculture, 
Kansas , Vol . 29, (1923-1924), pp . 169. 

2M.H. Coe, "The 4-H Club Champions" , Twenty-fifth Bien
nial Renort of the State .Board of A~riculture, Kansas, Vol . 30, 
( 1925-~92~) , pp . 192 . · ,. 

3Ibid. , pp. 193. . 
4M.H. Coe, "The Boys Who on for Kansas" , Twenty- · 

fourth Biennial Report of the State Board of Agriculture, 
Kansas, Vol . 29 , ( 1923-1924), pp . 170 . 
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that in 19~8 all the clubs in Kansas were organized on a pro

ject basis but by 1928 all the clubs were organized on a 

community basis. 1 For a discussion of the differences of 

these two types of _club organization, the reader is referred 

to page 51. 

Statistical summar·y of 4-H club work in Kansas from 

1920 to 1933.- During the period from 1922 to 1932, inclus

ive, 102,840 boys and girls were enrolled in club work in 

Kansas. 2 In 1932, eight ·per ·cent or about one out of twelve 

of the rural boys and girls eligible for club work in Kansas 

were in club work. 3 This is about the same ratio as for the 

United States as a whole . In 1931, one out of twelve of the 

eligible boys and girls in the entire United States was in 

ciub work.4 In Kansas in 1931, forty-seven .per cent out of a 

total enrollment of 16,736 were boys and in · l932, forty-six 

per cent out of a total enrollment of 17,740 were boys._5 

Club work in Kansas is about equal to that of the 

average state in regard to enrollment and range of activity. 

In 1920 about half of the counties in Kansas had 4-H club 

work but by 1932, one hundred of the hundred -and five counties 

had 4-H club work. 6 ' 

1c.I •. Howard, "County Improvement through Club Work" , 
Twenty-sixth Biennial Report of the State Board of Agri
culture, Kansas, Vol. 31, (1927-1928), pp. 13. 

. 2Xansas Facts, Vol. · IV, 1933, . pp. 19. 
3Ibid., Vol. IV, pp. 18.· 
4R.A. Turner, The Local 4-H Club Leader--A Cornerstone, 

Iowa 4-H Manual for Girls Clothing ·01ub Leaders, 1933, SectioI 
IX, Circular 697, pp. 1. 

5Xansas Facts, Vol. IV, 193$, pp. 18. 
6Ibid., Vol. IV, pp. 18. 
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Se~enty-eight of the one hundred counties in 1932 were 

definitely organized for club ork. The total enrol~ent, 

total completion, and per cent of completion in each of these 

counties is shown in Figure 2. It is interesting to note 

that all but six of the counties in the eastern half of the 

state had definitely organized for club work. 

Complete data are not available on the ~otal enroll

ment in 4-H clubs in the state for the years from 1920 to 

1926. Immediately following the orld ·ar there was a decid

ed slump in club enrollment, both national and state. Since 

about 1921, the enrollment has been steadily increasing. In 

1924 the total enrollment of 4-H clubs in Kansas was 75001 

and in 1925 it was -8000. 2 Data in the following table 

(Table V) show many of the pertinent facts regarding club 

ork in Kansas from 1926 to 1932, inclusive. It is interest

ing to note that the total enrollment has practically doubled 

in the last·. seven years and that the number of counties hav

ing club work has increased. from seventy~five to one hundred 

during the same period. 

lM.H. Coe, "The Boys Who on for Kansas", Twenty
fourth Biennial Re ort of the State ·Board of A riculture, . 
Kansas, Vol. 29, 1923-1924, pp. 169. 

2M~H. Co.e, 11 The 4-H Club O~ampions", Twenty-fifth 
iennial Re ort of the State Board of A iculture, Kansas, 
ol. 30, 1925-1926, pp. 192. 
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TABLE V 

GROWTH OF 4-H CLUB IDRK IN KANSAS 
FROM 1926 TO 1932 I NCLUSI~ 

1926 1927 1928 1929 · 1930 1931 1932 

lumber of 
Organized 
Counties 59 62 67 72 78 78 78 
lumber of 
Unorganized 
Counties 16 13 16 17 15 19 22 

Total 
Counties 75 75 · 83 89 93 97 100 

Number 6f 
Clubs 528 523 587 565 625 729 764 

Number of 
Members .8, 781 9,349 10,825 11,029 13,225 16,736 17,740 
Number 
Completing 

6.512· 8,113 8,598 9,550 11,933 13,526 Pro:iects 9,119 
· Per cent 

Completing 
7'-~0 . 74.5 70.0 73.6 69.0 7.1.3· 76.0 Pro:iects 

Per cent of 
Eligible 

3.7 4.33 4.44 7·.01 7.49 Reached** · 6.98 

Round-Up 
Attendance 809 900 1,225 1,221 1.263 1,140 1,147 

Number of 
Club Camns 10 16 19 19 20 18 

As 'mentioned before, sixteen projects were available 

to Kansas 4-H club members in 1932. Data presented in 

Table VI show the relative developme.nt of each of these 

projects -in 1932. 

*Kansas Facts, Vol. IV, (1933) pp. 18. 
**The per cent of eligible boys and girls reached by 

club work is a good criteria for comparing club work in 
different states or regions. 
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TABLE VI 

FACTS CONCERNING THE 4-H CLUB PROJECT·s IN KANSAS IN 1932* 

Number Number Number Per cent 
Counties Members Members Members 
Having in Com- Com- Profit** 
Proiect Project pJ.etin~ Pletin~ 

Beef 98 1.679 1.362 81.0 $ 20.00 

Swine 95 2.665 1.901 · 75.4 4.25 

Sheen 70 497 368 74.4 l.75 

Dairv 81 1.100 869 79.0 . 30.00 

Poultry· 94 .2.039 1.484 72.7 14.251.00 

Corn 89 1.591 1.215 76.3 17.861.00 

Sor&rhum 58 412 295 71.6 6.017.00 

Garden 89 1.044 715 68.5 7.102.00 

Potato 62 397 300 -75.6 5.915.00 

Wheat 31 192 147 76.5 1.500.00 

Miscellaneous 22 78 42 54.8 924.00 

BakinE? 95 3.995 2.900 72.6 4.454.00 

Su-oner 36 331 248 74.9 1.193.00 

Cannin2'. 76 · 994 812 81.6 10.878.00 

Clothiru! .93 5.115 4.105 80.2 16.270.00 
Room --

,, 
Imnrovement 45 336 237 70.8 13.966.00 

, . 

*Kansas Facts, Vol. IV, ( 1933), pp. 18-9. 
**Average profit per project in beef, swine, sheep, 

and dairy: total profit for the other uroiects. 
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General Facts of the 4-H Club Organization in Kansas 

The state club organization in June, 1933, included 

the State Club Leader, Mr. M. H. Coe, and three assistant state 

club leaders. Sedgwick County has _the only county club agent 

in Kansas. In the other ninety-nine counties in Kansas that 

had club work in 1932, the work was under the direction of . 

the county agricultural agent and the home demonstration 

agent for the boys and girls :respectively. Five counties in 

Kansas did not have 4-H club work in 1932. Kansas now 

(July 1933) has twenty-six home demonstration agents and 

seventy-eight county agricultural agents. Data in Fi"gure 2, 

page 38, give the total enrollment, total completion, and per 

cent of completion in each of the seventy-eight organized 

counties ·for 1932. 

The following sixteen projects were avail~ble to 4-H 

club members in Kansas : beef, swine, sheep, dairy, poultry, 

corn, sorghum, garden, potato, wheat, miscellaneous, baking, 

supper, canning, clothing, and room i mprovement. 1 Data in 

Table ·VI, page 40, show some of the facts re-garding ea.ch of· 

these projects for 1932. 

In order to give the reader a better idea of what 

takes place in club work in Kansas, the following State Club 

Calendar for the year 1932 is included. 2 

1x:a.nsas Facts, Vol. IV, (19.33), pp. 19-20. 
2Guides to 4-H Leadership, Kansas State 4-H Club 

Calendar. ·· 
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Fe~ruary 6, Farm and Home Week 
January to May 15, Leaders' Conferences 
April, Model Club Meeting Contests 
April 28, Judging Contest, Hays, Kansas 
June 5 to 10, State 4-H Club Round-Up 
June 15, National 4-H Club Camp at Washington, n.c. 
July and August, County ·4-H Camps 
August 27-29, Four-H Leader·s' Tiai~ing Camp 
August, Elimination Contest for State Fair Contests 
September 5, Kansas Free Fair Entries Due 
September 12, Kansas State ·Fair Entries Due 
September 12, Kansas Free Fair Opens 
September 17, Kansas State Fair Opens 
September to December, Achievement Days 
October 20, Trip Recommendations due in Club Office 
October 16, Annual Extension Conference 
November 7, Kansas National Livestoqk Show 
November 14, American Royal Livestock Show 
.November 15, Annual Repor t 
December 2-9, National 4-H Club Congress at Chicago 

The adequate training of local club leaders is one of 

of main problems of c.lub work . County agents realize that 

the · success or failure of a club •is largely dependent on the 

local leader. 1 In Kansas the local leaders are trained part

ly by study of reference material sent from the State Ex

tension Department and partly through training obta-ined in 

leaders• conferences and leaders ' training camps. The 

leaders' conferences are held in the various counties under 

the direction of extension specialists from Kansas State 

College. The main leaders' training camp 1s held at the 

Y.W.C.A. Camp, "Bide-E-Wee", in Sedgwick County. 

The increase in the number of junior leaders is sign- · 

ificant. It seems to the author that this is one of the most 

hopeful developwents in 4-H cltib work . In 1931, fifteen per 

1otis E. Hall, op. cit., pp •. 58. 



-43-:-. 

cent of th~ club leaders in Kansas were former club members.1 

lb: . N.L. Rucker, Ellsworth County agricultural agent, regards 

leadership .trai_ning as one of the greatest benefits to the 

older boy:2 Jeanet.te Gamble, a Montgomery County club member,, 

akes the following interesting statement.· 

e are told that every Senior at Kansas State College, 
ho was formerly a 4-H member, is now an officer in some 

college organization.3 . 

In Kansas any club member with more ·than forty-five 

weeks in college prior to September l of the enrollment year 

is ineligible for competi t ·ion for prizes but may compete in 

the leadership project.4 

The Folger Coffee Company annually·awards two $150.00 

scholarships to Kansas State College. These are given to the 

outst~nding bo.y and girl i n ~H. club · leadex~hip work. 5 

The Collegiate 4-H Club at Kansas State College, form

ed· of present and past 4-H club members, .is a rapidly develo 

ing organization. In 1932 there were 362 present or former 

4-H club members attending Kansas State College . 6 

1M.H. Coe, uclub Work Dec-lares a Dividendi11 , Extension 
Service Review~ II, (November 1931), pp . 172. . 

N. L. Rucker, "Benefits in Club Work to ·Older Boys · and 
Girls", Twenty-seventh Biennial Report of the State Board of 
A riculture , Kansas, Vol. 32, (1929-1930), pp . 49. 

Jeanette Gamble, "How Club Work Develops Leadership", 
Twent - seventh Biennial Reuort of the State Board of Ari
culture,. Kansas, Vol. 3; 1929-1930, pp. 58. 

4M.H. Coe, "Two Important Matters to Remembern, 
Guides to 4-H Leadershi. 

Who's Whoot, 1932, publisbed by the Collegiate 4-H 
lub at Kansas State College at Manhattan~ pp . 38-9 . · 

6Kansas Facts, Vol .• IV~ (1933), pp. 19 . 
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In _the foregoing pages the writer attempted to des

cribe the development of 4-H club work "in Kansas. This 

state had club work in some form since 1910. The club work 

of 1910 hardly deserves the prefix_ 4-H. Kansas was not one 

of the pioneer states in club work as many of the southern 

states had club work years before its first appearance in 

Kansas. After the enactment of the Smith-Lever Act in 1914, 

Kansas (in common with the other states of the nation) had 

a rapid expansion of 4-H . club activities. During the war, · 

the total enrollment in the state increased but following 

the war the enrollment decreased~ Since 1921 the enrollment 

has been steadily increasing. 



CHAPTER IV 

FO~-H CLUB WORK IN SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS • 

In this chapter an attempt will be made to trace the 

growth of 4-H club ork in Sedgwick County, Kansas, from the 

time .of its first appearance to the present . The history of 

4-H club work in Sedgwick County will be followed by a des

cription of the present club. activities in the County. 

Early Development--The ·Period from 1920 to 1927 

Club work appeared in several other counties in Kansas · 

before it did in Sedgwick.l Sedgwick County did not have a 

county agent until July 1, 1918, when E.J. Macy was appoint

ed to the position. 2 · Four-H clubs are usually not formed in 

a county until the ·county agent organizes them. 

The first mention of 4-H club work made by Mr. Macy 

in his annual reports appears in the 1920 report. No 

mention of club work is found in either the 1918 or the 1919 

annual reports. The 1920 repoxt tells of a livestock judg

ing contest for rural high school students held under the 

leadership of ~.P. Dotzour.3 One hundred and fifty competed 

in this contest.4 In comparison with the modern club organi

zation this can not really be calJed 4-H club work because 

it is merely one small phase of the present-day club program. 

l .E. Watkins, "Boys' and Girls' Club and Contest 
Work'', Nineteenth Biennial Report of the State Board of Agri
culture~ Kansas, XXIV, (1913-1914), pp. 266-68. 

~E.J. Macy, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County · 
A~ent. 1918, front cover. 

3Ibid, 1920, pp. 4. 
4Ibid, 1921, pp. 11. 

-46- ' 
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The ffrst actual club in Sedgwick County was started 

at Mulvane i .n 1921 with a membership of about twenty •1 Dur

ing the year 1921, the county agent devoted eleven and one

half days to junior club work.2 ith such a short time 

spent on 4-H club work, many results could not be expected. 

During this year, the Farm Bureau of Sedgwick County secured 

Miss Ethel McDonald as the first · home demonstration agent. 

In the first year she orgamized three girls' clubs with a 

membership of twent~six~3 

Although the development made by 4-H club work in 

1922 was quite impressive, some idea of the part 4-H club 

work played in the county agent's program is shown by the 

eleven days applied on junior club work during the year and 

the h~lf page .devoted to club work in the annual re~ort.4 

In 1923, seventy-five girls were enrolled. in club work 

and thirty-two of these completed their r _ecords. 5 - This shows 

a rather decided increase in girls' club work. The home 

demonstration· agent devoted .thirteen and one-half days to 

club work.s The boys' work du.ring the year suffered a 

relapse. A meeting was held in the Kechi Community for the 

purpose of forming a dairy calf club but shortage of -feed and 

lack of money prevented its formation. 7 Most of the boys' -

1E.J. Macy, op. cit., 1921, pp. 10. 
2Ib1d.; 1921, p_p. 22. · 
3Ethel McDonald, Kansas ·Annual Renorts. Sedszwick Count~ 

Home Demonstration Agent, 1921, pp. 14. 
4E.J. Macy, op. cit., 1922, pp. 8. 
5Ethel McDonald, op. cit., . . 1923, pp. 5. 
6.IQ.!g_., 1923, pp • . 6~ -
7E.J. Macy, op. cit., 1923, pp. 26. 
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work was livestock judging.l The county agent spent 

five and three-quarters days on club work.2 

In 1924 the county agent devoted twenty-nine and three 

quarters days to junior club work.3 This increased time 

spent with boys and girls is reflected in a better club 

organization. A pig cl ub was organized with thirteen members 

from various parts of the county. A sheep club of fifteen 

members was organized on the same plan.4 In the girls' work, 

fourteen communities were· organized with eighteen local 

leaders assisting.5 One hundred and ninety-eight different 

girls were enrolled in clothing, meal preparation, canning, 

poultry, and sheep clubs. · Of this group, one hundred and 

sixty-two or eighty-two per cent completed their projects.6 

This is a creditable record, both in regard . to the total en

rollment and the per cent of completion. During this year 

each of the girls' clubs had an achievement day pr_ogra.m. 7 

Mrs. Laura A. Winters, the present home demonstration 

agent, took Miss McDonald's .place at the _beginning of the 

1925 club year. During this year seventeen clubs were active 

with an enrollment of 199 boys- and girls-. 8 A Junior Sheep 

Club was established with fifteen pure-bred Shropshire ewes 

located with as many boys and girls. 9 _In 1925 junior club 

. .lE.J. Macy, op. cit., 1923, pp. 22. 
2Ibid., 1923, pp. 1. 
3Ibid.; 1924, pp. 2. _ 
4Ibid., 1924, pp. 22-3. · 
5Ethel McDonald, op. cit., 1924, pp. 30. 
6Ibid., 1924, pp. 30. 
7Ibid., 1924; pp. 31. 
~Laura A. Winters, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick 

County Home Demonstration Agent, 1925, pp. 59. 
9Ibid., 1925, pp. 31. 
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work took ~P definitely the aspect of modern 4-H club work. 

The year 1926 should be given special attention for 

it affords an opportunity to compare club work under the 

supervision of the county agent and the home demonstration 

agent and club work under a county club leader. This was 

the last year in which club work in Sedgwick County was not 

under a county club leader. 

During the year, 106 girls were enrolled with seventy

four members or seventy per cent completing their projects. 1 

The percentage of completion for the United States in 1926 

was 62.8, so the Sedgwick County girls had about seven per 

cent higher completion than the United States as a whole.2 

The range of projects for the girls was increased. They had 

four _clothing .clubs, four nutrition clubs, ·and one poultry 

club. 3 

Three conferences were held for the purpose of train

ing junior and adult loc~l leaders.4 In the author's 

opinion, this training of leaders constitutes one of the 

most hopeful phases in present day 4-H club work. 

Boys• club work in 1926 was about equal to girls' 

club work in regard to enrollment. There were 106 girls and 

79 boys enrolled, making a total of 1ss.5 Most of the boys 

1Laura· A. inters, ·op. cit., .1926, pp •. 73 _. 
21931 Report of Extension Work in Agriculture and Home 

Economi~s in the United States, pp. 38. --
Laura A. Winters, op. cit., 1926, pp. 73. 

4Ibid., .1926-, pp. 74. 
5H.L. Hildwein, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County 

Agent, 1926, pp. 94. 
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were in po~ltry, livestock, pig, and sheep clubs. A health 

contest was held to select the county health champion. 

Twenty-five boys and girls attended the State Club Round-Up, 

the trip being financed by the ichita Chamber of Commerce. 

In 1926, seven communities ·were organized -for club work as 

shown in Table VII . The total enrollment of these seven 

clubs was seventy-~ine. 

TABLE VII 

NAME AND ENROLLMENT OF EAOH OF THE SEVEN 4-H CLUBS 
IN SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS, IN 1926 

Name of Club Enrollment 

Grand Ri ve:r Poul try Club. • . • . . . . • . . • . • . . 12 
-Sunnydale ·Poultry Club. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Valley Center Poultry Club............... 16 
Mt. Hope .Poultry and Livestock Club..... 10 
Delano Poul try and Livestock Club. • . . . . • 10 

_ Cheney Pig Club. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . 17 
Wichita Sheep Club...................... 6 

Summary of 4-H club work in Sedgwick County Prior t~ 

1927.- Sedgwick County did not pioneer in boys' and girls' 

club work in Kansas. Mr. E.J. Macy, the first county agent 

in Sedgwick County, began work in July, 1918. His 1921 

annual report contained an account of the organization of 

the first club at Mulvane, Kansas. 

Sedgwick County did not have the great increase in 

club work that occurred quite generally at the time of the 

world-war· emergency. At no time during_ the so called 

"emergency period" of the war did Sedgwick County have a 
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oounty olu~ agent even though at that time there were 1002 

county club agents in the United States~l 

During this period the county agricultural agent and 

home demonstration agent began to ~ealize the importance · of 

junior and adult leaders. It is impossible to conduct a 

broad extension program without placing a large share of the 

responsibility and work on local leaders. 2 

During this entire period, club work was organized on 

the project club plan rather than the community ·plan which 

is used now. 

The following table gives a summary of club work 

activities in Sedgwick County prior to 1927. 

Y·ear 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 
-

1926 

TABLE VIII 

GROTH OF 4-H CLUB ORK 
IN SEDG ICK COUNTY, KANSAS, PRIOR TO 1927 

Total 
Enrollment Bova Girls Remarks -

150 150 Livestock judgin~ 
Boys' club organized at Mulvan 

46 20 26 · Three girls' clubs orfmnized 

20 

75 No data on number of boys 
- . Fourteen communities organized 

226 28 198 in girls' work 
. -

-199 . Seventeen clubs active 
Seventy per cent of girls 

185 79 106 comuleted their nrojeots 

e 

_, loeorge E. Farrell, Boys' and Girls' Club Work _under 
the Smith~Lever Act - 1914-1915 _ United States Department of 
Agriculture, Miscellaneous iroular 85, (December 1926),pp.19. 

2From -an interview-with Laura A. Winters , June 12, 193 
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Later Development--The Period from 

July l, 1927, to July l, 1933 

The period betw.een July l, 1927, and · July 1, 1933, is 

characterized by the presence of a county club agent working 

specifically with boys• and girls' club work . Before 1927, 

all.junior club work was under the supervision of the county 

agent and the home demonstration agent. A difference in 

organization of clubs is also ·apparent. Prior to 1927, all 

the clubs ere organized . on the basis of projects while 

after 1927, all the clubs were organized on the community 

plan. In the project club plan, all the members enrolled in 

a certain project, such as clothing, belong to that parti

cular club. In the community club. plan, all the members in 

a certain community are enrol.led in the same community club 

regardless of . their project. 

Mr. J. Harold Johnson assumed the .duties of county 

club agent on July 1, 1927., and has retained this position 

to the present tim"e. Mr. Johnson received his Bachelor of 

_Science degree in Animal Husbandry from the Kansas State 

Agricultural College at Manhattan the preceding J"U,D.e. He 

did not have any specific training in club work prior to 

accepting this 120-si tion. 

Development of ~H club work in Sedgwick County from 

1927 to 1933.·- Since r. Johnson started his .duties in July, 

1927, he had only four months of work to record in his first 

annual report • . During these four . months, 198 boys and girls 

were enrolled in 4-H club work wi t:t. 107 members or 54 per 
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cent compl~ting. This decrease in the per cent completing 

can be partl,Y explained by the fact that Mr. Johnson was in-. 

experienced in club ork. 

In 1927 the .first County Club Camp,~\he Y • .• C.A. Camp; 
1 Bide-~- ee", on the Little Arkansas River, as held with an 

attendance of about seventy-five. 2 The Sedgwick Cloverl~af, 

a county 4-H club pamphlet, as first published in July, 

1927. 3 This news letter for 4-H club members continued to be 

published until December,· 1928. 

Four main projects were used during the year 1927. 

They included first and second year clothing, first and 

second year nutrition, first year room improvement, and live

stock.4 Swine, sheep, and poultry were included under live

stock. 

Mr. Johnson soon realized the need of using local 

leaders. During the year thirteen clubs were active with 

nineteen local leaders assisting. These local leaders were 

given instruction by specialists in keeping records, re

creation, and music appreciation, as well as in project or 

subject matter ma.terial. 5 

Wichita newspapers aided the 4-H club movement by giv- · 

ing extensive publicity to the . 4-H club progra..m. During the 

1 . . 
J.H. Johnson, State Supplement, Sedgwick County Club 

A~ent, 1927, pp. 12. 
2J.H. ~ohnson, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County 

Club Agent, 1927, pp. 17. 
· 3Ibid., 1927, pp. 50. 

4Ibid., 1927, pp. 5. 
SJ.H. Johnson, op, cit., 1927, pp. 10. 
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first Annual_ Club Camp, th~ Wichita Beacon. had a section 

called the 4-H. 6lub Beacon. 1 Publicity for club work was al

so obtained by radio talks, by a section in the monthly Farm 

Bureau News, and by the Sedgwick Cloverleaf, a news .letter 

for club mem~ers and leaders which was sent ·out by the club 

agent, Local "achievement days" he,lped to gain the respect 

and recognition of local communities for club work . Special 

programs and demonstrations are •given on these days to show 

the value of 4-H club work·. 

Apparently Mr . Johnson had from the first a rather 

high ideal as to what the objectives of club work should be. 

The following statements indicate this fact • 

. The uppe-rmost thought in mind for 4-H club work in 
the county is for the boys and girls first. Club work is 
not c~ried on for the sole purpose of impro~ing the live~ 
stock or crops in the county •.•• Since these phases are not 
the only ones necessary for good club work, the club -program 
includes music appreciation, health exerc2se, organized play, 
parliamentary practice, camps, and tours. ·. 

In a radio talk in .August, 1927, Mr . Johnson presented 

the following as the purpose .of club work: •..• to teach 

leadership, citizenship, and a desire for higher education. 3 

The year 1928 marks the first year in which Sedgwick 

County had a full time club agent for the entire year. The 

g~owth iri club work during the year reflects this fact. The 

club agent by this time had gained much valuable experience 

and had learned to use local leaders to bettex advantage~ 

lJ.H. Johnson, op. cit., 19~7, pp. 12. 
2Ibid., 1927, pp. 4. ' 
3Ibid., 1927, pp . · 25. 
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'fhe result is shown in a total membership of 577 boys and 

girls with 473 or 85 per cent completing.·1 This may be com

pared with th.e 1927 enrollm~nt of 198 with 107 or 54 per c·ent 

completing. Twenty clubs were active in comparison with 

thirteen for the preceding year. These c-lubs carried thirteeI 

projects. Thirteen junior leaders and thirty-nine adult 

l eaders assisted the club members in the projects.2 The data 

i n' Table IX . show some of the ·results in each of the projects. 

In connection with the Kansas National Livestock Show 

at Wichita, the club members had their first Club Day which 

•as devoted exclusively to 4-H club work and exhibits. 3 Six 

hundred boy and girl club members from Kansas and Oklahoma 

attended the show. · Several of t~e local clubs had small 

community fairs and fourteen of the twenty ·clubs had achieve

ment day programs .. 4 

_The year 1928 also~marks the beginning of the Annual 

Achievement Banquet £or club members and leaders. The 

banquet is sponsored by the- Wichita Chamber of Commerce . and 

is an · annual affair. 5 It serves as an incentive for completior 

of project requirements because in order to be eligible to 

attend, the club member must have his project for the year 

comp let ed. 6 . 

1J .H. Johnson, Annual Report of County Extension 
Workers . Sedgwick Oountv Club Agent, 1928, pp . 4. 

ZJ . H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports: Sedgwick County 
Club AEZent , 1928, pp . 39 . --

3~., 1928 , pp . 63 . 
4Ibid., 1928, pp. 66. 
5Ibid. , 1928, pp . 94. 
6Ibid. , 1932, pp . 106. 



TABLE IX 

THE RESULTS OF 4- H CLUB PROJECTS I N SEDGWI CK COUNTY, KANSAS , I N 192S• 

Pr oject Number 
Enrolled 

l 

Cost o 
Completed 
Project 

Profit_ 

*J . H. Johnson , Kansas Annual Reports , Sedgwick County Club Agent, 1928 , compiled from 
project summaries , pp. 87-120 . · 

I 
CJ1 
01 
I 
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In ~928, ninety-eight members were sent to the Annual 

State Club Round-Up at Manhattan as compared with two in the . . 
preceding year. At the Round-Up the Sedgwick County 4-H 

· club brass band won the state award. This is the first 

mention made of the 4.-H club band. 

The development of club work in 1928 was very pro

nounced. The total enrollment was nearly three times that 

of 1927 and the percentage of ·completion increased ~rom 

fifty-four to eighty-five per cent. New projects . and new 

activities were also included in the club program. 

Considering enrollment and per cent of completion,. 

4-H club work in 1929 showed little advance over the work of 

the preceding year. In this year there were 556 members en

roll~d as compared to 577 in 1928.1 The percen~age of com

pletion increased three per cent but the number of clubs 

decreased to nineteen.2 These figures must be qualified. A 

partial explanation is found in the fol~owing statements of 

Mr. Johnson. . 

· During the past year the club organization has 
strengthened materially in leadership. Not so much stress 
was laid with large enrollments in the last year as with the 
development of leaders who could handle a larger organization 
in the future, as it is through good leadership tgat . a suc
cessful and complete organization is carried out. 

The riumber of junior leaders increased from thirteen 

to twenty and the number of adult leaders from thirty-nine to 

lJ.H. Johnson, Kansas Annual ReHorts, Sedgwick County 
Club Agent~ 1930, pp. 211. 

2Ibid., 193_0, pp. 211. 
3Ibid., 1929, pp. 4. 
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forty-two.~ The leaders were given special instruction, 

mostly by specialists from Kansas State ·Agricultural College, 

in nineteen leaders' conferences held in connection with 

tours and demonstrations.I These conferences enable the 

leaders to provide material that will hold· the interest of 

the club members and will be of value in the projects. The 

conferences also provide an opportunity for interchange of 

ideas and discussion of problems confronting the 4-H club 

leaders. 

Twenty-six demonstration teams competed in the county 

contest as compared with thirteen for the preceding year. 

Demonstrations were given in smut _control, . clover growing, 

gingerbread and muffin making, chicken canning, and jelly 

making.3 Four hundred boys, girls, and leaders were present 

at the second Annual Achievement Banquet.4 The attendance 

at · the State Club Round-Up at Manhattan decreased _from one 

hundred to sixty-two but the delegation won the "outstanding 

county award 11 · as well as the State 4-R club Band Award. 5 . 

· The "Who's Who Club" was established in May, 1929, 

with seven charter members. This club. limits its membership 

to those who have won distinction by being awarded out-of

state trips inr• olub work. The· purpose of the organizatio.n 

is to assist in developing and carrying out the 4-H club 

lJ.H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Renorts, ·sedgwick County 
Club Agent, 1930, pp. 211. 

2Ibid., 1929, pp. 25. 
3Ibid., 1929, pp;. 69. 
4Ibid., 1929, pp. 94. 
·Sibid., 1929, pp. 79. 
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program as well as to give recognitton to outstanding mem

bers.1 Nearly all the members of -the 1•iVho 1 s fuo Club" are 

over ~eventeen years of age. 

The first annual 4-H Olub Show and Rally was held at 

the Forum in Wichita in August, 1929. 2 The estimated at

tendance at this show was nearly two thousand. The program 

for the club day included judging of livestock, crops, 

- poultry, and baking; demonstration and baking team contests; · 

music by the 4-H club band; and other things of interest to 

the club members and visitors.3 Sedgwick County was represen·~

ed for the first time at the 1929 National Dairy Show at 

St. -Louis. Three boys from Sedgwick County won this trip. 4 

The enrollment for 1929 remained about the same as for 

1928, but leadership was developed in preparation for an 

extensive club program in the following years. Without this 

base of local leadership, the range of 4-H club organization 

would be seriously curtailed. The present program of club 

work in Sedgwick County would not have been possible were it 

not for this early development and training of leaders. 

The enrollment in 4-H club work in 1930 increased to 

714 with 669 members or 93 per cent oompl.eting. 5 This is a 

high percentage of completion; in fact, it is the highest 

ever achieved in Sedgwick County. 

1 ' ' 
J .H. Johnson, Kansas Annual 'Reports, . .-Sedgwick County 

Club Agent, 1929, pp. 34. 
2Ibid., 1929, pp. 71. 
3Ibid., 1929, pp. 71·. 
4Ibid., 1929, pp. 91-2. 
5Ibid., 1930, pp. 211. 
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Mr. Johnson apparently continued -to concentrate his · 

efforts on developing junior leadership for the number of 

junior leaders increased from t wenty in 1929 to fifty-seven 

in 1930. 1 The Eagle, a ichita Newspaper, offered trophies 

for the outstanding boy and girl junior leaders. 2 The 

results in clubs led by junior leaders have usually been 

satisfactory according to Mr . Johnson . 3 Fifteen specialists• 

meetings and leaders' conferences were held in the County in 

1930. Most of the speci~lists were from Kansas _State Agri

cultural College . They helped train local leaders in cloth

ing, dairy, room improvement, baby beef, and nutrition 

projects.4 In discussing these conferences·, Mr . Johnson 

makes the following remarks. 

Leaders• Training Schools take up no.t only project 
work, -but material on social problems, the psychology of 
leadership, as well as material on music appreciation, 
parliamentary drill, health work and general club organi
z~tion, and are an absolute necessity. 5 

The newly organized "Who ' s Who Club" issued a 4-H club 

booklet in 19-30. 6 The expense of publis · was met through 

advertising. This booklet lists the important events of the 

club year and gives the requirements of all of the projects , 

as well as other information of value to the club member in 

working out his project . 

lJ.H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County 
Club Agent, 1930, pp . 211 . 

2Ibid., 1930, pp . ·-41. 
3Ibid., 1930, pp . 41. 
4Ibid., 1930, pp . 26 . 
5Ib1d., 1930, pp. Sf). 
6Ibid., 1930, p_p. 23 . 
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Looal club advisory boards, composed of local people 

who are int.erested in club work, are elected at· the first 

regular meeti-ng of the club year by the club members . 1 These 

boar ds can do a great service in keeping the club organi

zat ion active from year to year . 

After the Achievement Banquet, the Wichita Beacon and 

five of the county newspapers published special -club 

editions . 2 Publicity for 4-H club work was also obtained 

t hrough circular letters, exhibits, tours, local achievement 

programs, fairs, parades,· 4-H club road signs , 4-H club 

booklets, and the club band. 3 Sixty-two circulars pertaining 

t o 4-H club work were sent out by the club agent during 1930 . 

These circular letters are. especially valuable to the club 

members . 

. The first annual county 4-H club picnic was held on 

t he last day of the annual county Club Camp at the Y. W. C. A. 

Camp , ~Bide- E-rWee" . 4 The leaders' banquet was another 

i nnovation introduced in . 1930 . 5 This banquet served as a 

means of giving recognition- and showing appreciation for the 

services of the leaders . 

Another development of the year has grown into -one of 

the most . powerful organizations in guiding the 4-H club 

· program and _ policy in Sedgwick Coun~y . This is the County 

1J .H. Johnson, _Kansas Annual Renorts , Sedgwick County 
Club Agent , 1930, pp. 40 . - . 

2Ibid. , 1930, pp . 71 . 
3Ibid., 1930 , pp . 71 . 
4Ibi~. , 1931, pp . 92 . 
5Ibid., 1932, pp. 149 . 

" 
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Club Committee composed of business men who have received 

honorary membership and two ex-officio members. The latter 

members are the President of the County ·Farm Bureau and the 

Chairman of the Agricultural Committee of the Chamber of Com

merce.l · 

The year 1931 marked· another period of expansion of · 

4-H club activities and enxollment. The enrollment increased 

to 927 with 751 members or 81 per cent completing their 

projects. 2 This is a twelve per cent decrease in completions 

from the extremely high 1·evel of 93 per cent attained in 

1930. Five new community clubs were organized bringing the 

total up to t wenty-five. 3 

The County 4-H Club Band increased to twenty-five 

members. A band practice meeting was held every Saturday 

night. The cost of instruction was one dollar per member per 

month. By winning over six other 4-H club bands at the Annua: 

Round-Up at Manhatt an, the band gained a ~rip to the Inter

national Club Congress at ·Chicago in 1931. 4 Most of the 

money for this trip was raised by the band members them

selves. 

A county leaders' training camp wa_s held at 11 Bide-E

Wee" and about forty adult and junior leaders from seven 

counties were in attendance . 5 The personnel of instructors 

lJ.H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, ·Sedgwick County 
Club Agent. 1932, pp. 50. 

4Ibid., 1931, pp. 188. 
3Toid., 1931, pp . _6 . 
4Ibid., 1931, pp . 129. 
5Ibid., 1931, -pp . 64. 
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at these training camps is of high calibre. United States 

Department -0f Agriculture specialists, state and county club 

agent·s, university professors, and specfalists in the various 

projects are secured. 

The County sic Appreciation Contest was another 

activity introduced in 1931. 1 About four hundred people in

cluding club members attended this meeting. Two hundred and 

fifty club members took the music appreciation test and three 

contestants scored perfectly. 

During the year the club agent stressed the need for 

an attractive, interesting program in order to maintain the 

club members' interest against the constant pull of the city. 

A growth, both in enrollment and activities, is shown 

in the 1932 annual ·report. The enrollment reached the 

thousand mark -with 890 members or 89 per cent completing. 

their projects. 2 

The Grand River Club of Grand River Township has the 

distinction of organizing the first community club orchestra 

in Sedgwick c·ounty. 3 At the present time the Riverview Club 

in Kechi Township also has a small orchestra. 

The first tour to be sponsored by the ichita Chamber 

of Connnerce was held this year. 4 The tour had a double 

purpose: tbe first was to show business men the true value 

lJ.H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedffi'!ick County 
Club Agent, 1931, pp. 108. . 

2Ibid., 1932, pp. 199. 
3Ibid., 1932, pp. 68. 
4Ibid., ·1932, pp. 84. 
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and nature of 4-H club work, and the second was to give them 

an opportunity to see the results of a corn and kaffir contes1 

sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce • . In the fall of 1932, 

the first Annual Corn and Kaffir Show at the Lassen Hotel in 

Wichita brought this tested or certified seed program to a 

close.1 The Agricultural Committee of the .Wichita Chamber 0£ 

Commerce is sponsoring a s;milar contest in 1933 and at the 

present time is preparing for the tour. 

The organization of a Sedgwick County 4-H Club Chorus 
2 of one hundred members was another achievement of 1932 • . 

This chorus gave a short program at the annual leaders' 

training camp at the Y •. C.A. ca.mp, 11 Bide-E-Wee 11 • 

The Model Meeting Contest was entered by all of the 

twenty-seven clubs ·1n 1932. 3 The Best President Contest was 

conducted at the same time. In the former contest the 

county is divided into five sections for the preliminary 

elimina.tions. • Local people judge contests of another 

section. The final five clubs are jutiged by more experienced 

observers. 4 The model meetings are valuable because they 

give the members a chance to appear before the public and to 

develop _correct paxliamentary procedure. · Winning the Model 

Meeting Contest is one of the most pighly valued honors . a 

local club can attain. 

1J.H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, . Sedgwick County 
Club A~ent , 1932 1 pp . 101. 

~Ibid., 1932, pp. 123. 
3Ibid., 1932, pp . 132. 

· 4Ibid., ·1932, pp. 131. 
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A dramatics tournament was held for the first time 

under the direction of Miss Charlotte Lee of the University 

of Wichita. Thirteen clubs were entered .in one-act plays 

hut only seven competed because of school activities. Small 

cash prizes were given to the winners. The interest of the 

farmers was shown by a good attendance at -the performances. 

Range of activity of 4-H club work in Sedgwick County 

in 1933.- A special section on the range of activity of 4-H 

club work in Sedgwick County is warranted because of the ex

tensive development of 4-H club -work in the County. This 

is ~he only county in Kansas having a coun~y club agent at 

the present time. At one time Kansas had four or five _county 

club agents.l In regard to the total enrollment of club 

members, Sedgwick County nearly doubles that of the nearest 

rival.-

Mr. Thomas Weddle, President of the Sedgwick County 

Faxm B~reau, believes that Sedgwick County has been made a 

model for extension work by the state extension department. 2 

The projects used in Sedgwick County in 1932 included 

the following: baby beef, swine, sheep, dairy, potatoes, 

garden, poultry, corn, sorphum, wheat, .balcing, canning, cloth

ing, and room improvement. 3 Table XI on page 69 shows some 

significant facts regarding each of these projects. 

1933. 
lFrom an interview with ·Mrs. Laura A. Winters, June _12, 

2From an interview with Mr. Thoe. Weddle, June 12, 1932.-
3J~H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County 

Club Agent, 1932, pp. 157-197. 
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The Annual 4-H Club Show and Rally at the Forum in 

Wichita is one of the most extensive activities engaged in 

by the Sedgwick County 4-H club members. In 1932, five thou

sand people saw the exhibits of the club members . The show 

was supervised by adult leaders and the "Who's Who Club 11 .l 

The first Annual Corn and Kaffir Show in the fall of 1932 

was not very well attended. 2 Club members exhibit also at 

the Kansas National Livestock Show at ichita, the State Fair 

at Hutchinson, and the Free Fair at Topeka. In connection 

with the State Fair at Hutchinson, there is a seven day en

campment for club members . 

At the present time (June 1933), the club agent is 

making plans for the seventh Annual County Club Camp at the 

Y •• C.A. Camp, "Bide-E- ee 11 • In addition to the club mem

bers' -camp, three leaders• training camps have been held at 

11 Bide-E-.ee". Plans are being made for another camp .for this 

year. _A large delegation from Sedgwick County att-ended the 

Annual Club Round-Up at Manhattan recently. Here the club 

members are given instruction in their projects, compete in 

various contests, and have a good time in general. 

During 1932, six county project tours vere held in 

Sedgwick County.3 In these tours the club members in a 

certain project visit the homes of other members to learn· morE 

about conducting their project. The 1932 tows included the 

1J.H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County 
Club A,g_-ent, 1932, pp. 85. . · 

2Ibid., 1932, pp. 101. 
3Ibid., ·1932, pp. 143-55. . 
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following. 

l . B.aby beef club tour in May. 
2. Dairy tour in June. 
3. Swi-ne tour in June. 
4. Garden toux in June. 
5 . Crops tour; also called Chamber of Commerce tour, 

in July. 
6. Sheep tour in August. 

In addition to the county tours, many of the local 

clubs had tours for visiting all the projects in their com

munity . 

Several community clubs. had tree planting ceremonies 

recently·. The home beaut·ification ~d room improvement pro

jects resulted in neater yards and nicer rooms in many of• the 

homes of club members. 

Music and music appreciation occupies a prominent 

pl ace in the 4-H club program. · In addition to group singing 

and special ork in nmsic appreciation at the regular com

munity club meetings, the 4-H club members formed a county 

4-H cl~b band of about thirty-five members and a county 

chorus of one hundred members . The C9unty Music Appreciation 

Contest 1s valuable ·in that . it reaches a _ large number of mem-

bers . · 

Dramatics is beginning to find a -place in the Sedgwick 

County 4-H club program. A one..:.act play tournament was con

ducted for the fiist time in 1932. , 

On June 2, 1933, the 4-H clubs put on a miscellaneous 
in Wichita 

program at ~he Twentieth Century Club auditorium~to acquaint 

the business men and other_s of the real nature and value of 

4-H club work • . At -the · regular community club meetings 
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members give readings and short stunts. 

The·re were twenty-two . contestants in the 1932 county 

health contest. The 1933 girl health champion from Sedgwick 

County ranked in the first five at the Annual State Round-Up 

at Manhattan, June 10 to 15. 

The "Who's Who Club", composed or' out-of-state trip 

winners in club work, continued to grow and now occupies a 

prominent and respected place in the 4-H club organization o~ 

Sedgwick County. In 1932, the ·club had about sixty-seven 

active and inactive members .1 · 

In 1932, an older girls' club was organi.zed. A 

questionnaire sent to rural girls from eighteen to twenty

eight years of age indicated t ·he need for extension work with 

older ·girls.2 

The sixth Annual Achievement Banquet·was held at the 
... 

Innes Tearoom in Wichita on February l?, 1933, with an at-

tendanc_e of about eleven hundred members, leaders, . and visi

tors. An interesting program was given and many of the a

wards for the year were made . Special recognition was given 

to the local leaders. 

Statistical summary of 4-H club work in Sedgwick 

County from 1927 to 1933~- Data in Table X show the develop. 

ment of club_ work by years. It should be remembered that the 

club agent had only four months in 1927 to develop club work. 

The figures a:re compiled from Mr . Jo.hnson'a annual repo:rts • . 

lJ .• H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County 
Club Agent, 1932, pp. 43. 

2~., 1932, pp. 53. 



TABLE 

GROWTH OF 4-H CLUB WORK I N SEDGWICK COUNTY , KANSAS , FROM 1927 TO 1932 

1927 192g 1929 1930 1931 1932 
Total 
Enrollment 19g ';j77 556 714- 927 1000 
Number of Members 
Comoletin2'. 107 4 7"3 492 669 751 s90 
Per cent 
Comoletin~ '14 8'1½ 88½ 93 81 89 
Total Value of 
Completed Projects $2 .. 806. 7'1 26 ,902 . 71 26,931 .77 25 ,738 . 10 25 , 592 . 66 
Total Cost of Pro-
jects , E~c-lusive of 

$1 . 21~ . 07 16,961. 66 15,043 . 31 Time 15 ,772 .82 18,987 .81 

Profit $1 ,291 . 68 8 .. ~'S7 . 48 10 ,187 . 60 8 ,367 . 27 s,776 . 44. 10,548 . 35 

Number of Clubs · 13 20 19 20 25 27 
Number of Junior -

101+ Leaders 0 13 20 57 67 . 
Number of Adult . 
Leaders 19 39 · 42 3g 62 61 

Total Leaders 19 52 62' · 95 129 165 

I 
m 
co 
I 
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Data in Table XI show the relative development in the 

various projects in 1932. These data were compiled from the 

project swnm~ry reports. 1 

TABLE XI 

FACTS CONCERNING THE 4-H CLUB PROJECTS 
-I-N SEDG ICK COUNTY, KANSAS, ilf 1932 

; 

Number Number Number Per 
Clubs Members Members cent of 

Project · Enrolled Enrolled Com- Com- Cost 
in Proiect in Proie.ct nlAtinQ' nletinn 

• I 

Babv Beef 18 58 56 97 $ 3.290.16 

Swine 24 165 139 81 2 . 139.72 

Sheeu 16 69 66 95 471 . 31 

Dairv 10 26 20 7? 1.693 . 87 

Potatoes 17 49 42. 84 472 . 78 

Garden 16 56 · 50 89 300 . 34 

Poultrv . 23 96 80 83 1 . 320 . 68 

Corn · 22 137 113 83 2 . 334. 25 

Sor~um 15 36 27 75 576 . 98 

Wheat 3 4 4 100 155 . 22 

Bakine: 24 290 258 89 1 . 287 . 34 

CanninQ' 11 69 61 88 513 . 59' 

Clothing ·22 293 240 82 1 . 013 . 69 
Room Im-
nrovement 8 21 15 71 -S0 . 36 

lJ·.H. Johnsqn, Kansas Annual Re~orts 1 Sedg!ick CountI 
Club Agent , 1932, pp . 157-97 . -· 
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TABLE XI (Concl uded) 

Average Number Average 

Project 
Prof it Hou.rs Profit 

Value Profit per ·spent by per 
Member Members Hnn-r-

Babv Beef $5.150.00 $1.859.84 32~07 8764 .23 

Swine 3.031.65 891.65 5.40 - 8200 .11 

Sheen 742. 46 271.15 3.93 3182 .09 

Dai:rv 2.219.63 525.76 20.22 2088 .20 

Potatoes 1. 057-.53 584.75 11.93 1687 .34 

Garden 1.079.98 779.64 13.92 2461 .32 

Poultrv 2.230.57 909.89 9.48 5466 .17 

Corn 3 .. 665.25 1.331.00 9.72 3963 .34 

Sor~hum 779.52 202.54 5.63 804 .25 

Wheat 202.75 47.53 11.88 196 .24 

Baking: -2.554.53 1. 267 .19 4.37 6368 .19 

Canninfl l. 460. 71 947 .12 13.73 2268 .42 

Clothinf1:'. 1. 974.47 960. 78 3.28 9293 .10 
Room Im- / 

provement 222.63 172.27 8.20 1124 .14 

The location and number of members enrolled in the 

various community clubs of Sedgwick County, Kansas, . are shown 
1 

in Figure 3. Each club is represented by a dot~ The dot 

shows the usual meeting place of the club. The enrollment is 

ritten below the name of each club. The size of clubs range 

from fourteen. to 101. This difference in size depends largel 

pon the local leader's ability, although the number of eligi 

ble childxen in a community serves as a positive limit_. -
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. Fig . 3 .- Location and number of 4-H club mem
bers in each of the twenty-seven 4-H .clubs in Sedgwick 
Coun~y, Kansas , in 1932. -
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Data gathered in 1931 and 1932 by Mr. Guy T. Gebhardt, 

Se9retary of Sedgwick County Y.M;.C.A. ·,. proved valuable in 

finding the number of club members in Sedgwick County who 

were out of school. 1. This material made possible a frequ~ncy 

distribution of club members acc~rding to age. Of the 692 

club members included in Mr. Gebhardt's study, 171 or twenty

five per cent were out of school. Of these, eight-two were 

girls and ninety-five were boys. Of the 398 girls included 

in the study, 142 were in h1gh school, 171 were in grade 

school, and three were.in college. Of the 294 boys, seventy

seven were in g:l'ade school, 117 were in high school, and five 

_ were in college.1 The ·median age for the boys was 14.69 years, 

for the girls, 14.15 years, and for the entire group, ·14.51 -

years. The following figure shows the age distribution of 

692. Four-H club members in Sedgwick County, Kansas. 

The financing of 4-H club work in Sedgwick County is 

closely connected with the Farm Bureau. Part of the expenses 

of· club work is appropriated from the Count.y Fe.rm Bureau tax 

levy of ~45 mills. 2 It must be remembered that 4-H club work 

is just one phase of the extension work sponsored by the Farm 

Bureau. During the fiscal year 1932, · the three departments 

'in Sedgwick County, (club agent, 9ounty agricultural agent, 
i 

and home demonstration agent), received $9,084.46 from the _ 

county tax funds; $3,000.01 from the State Agricultural 

College; $1,298.73 from Farm. Bureau member.ship dues; and 

.1Guy T. Gebhardt, Unpublished Manuscript. 
2Fr.om -an interview with Mr. Weddle on June 14_, 1933. 

t 



in 

Ol 
~ 
Q) 

.0 
e 
Q) 

::a 

. '§ 
r-f 
0 

::r:: 
I 

..:.::t 

fH 
0 

F--4 
Q) 

,0 
s ;:s 

.Z 

-73-

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 

4o 

30 

20 

10 Boys and Girls -
Boys -
Girls· -

10 11 12 13 14 15 

Ages 

16 17' 

Fig. 4 .- Age Distribution of 692 Four-H 
Sedgwick County" Kansas, . in June 1932.* -

/ 

*Guy T. Gebhardt, Unpubltshed Manuscript. 

18 19 20 

~ 

Club Members 



-74-

$136.11 from the sale of farm poisons for rodents and bugs. 

The bala~ce of the preceding year was 755.58~ This added to 

the foregoing makes the total receipts amount to $14,274.89. 

The balance at ·the end of the 1932 fiscal year was $1,173.84 

so the total expenditures for the fiscal year was $13,101.05. 

Of this sum, $2,958.48 or twenty-three per cent was spent on 

club work . 1 

In this chapter the author traced the development of 

4-H club work in Sedgwick County. The manner of treatment 

is nearly the ·ea.me as that used in the chapters on the United 

. States and Kansas. 

The progress of the 4-H club organization in Sedgwick 

County was followed from the time when Sedgwick County had 

only one extension worker r _(agricultural agent), through the 

time when the county had two extension workers (agricultural 

agent and home demonstration agent), and through the time wher 

the county had three extension workers (agricultural agent, 

home demonstration agent, and 4-H club agent) . 

The section on the -range of club activity in Sedgwick 

County will help to show the extensive program. assumed by 

modern club work. 

lJ . H. Johnson, Kansas Annual Reports, Sedgwick County 
Club· A~ent, 1932, pp. 200. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION . 

In this chapter an attempt is made to summarize brief

ly the development of 4-H club work in the United States in 
' 

Kansas, and in Sedgwick County, Ka~sas . In addition to the 

summaries, some of the problems and weaknesses of club work 

are disous·sed and the 4-H club movement as a whole is evalu

ated. The last section of the chapter is devoted to sug

gestions for further research .in the field of 4-H club work . 

Four-H club work in the -United States.- The .origin.of 

boys' and girls ' club work in the United State-a is difficult 

to ascertain. Examples of what might be called club work oc

curred as early as 1889. These early experiments were not 

called 4-H club work and were simple in comparison with the 

modern club program. 

ith the enactment of the Smith-Lever Act on July l, 

1914, Four-H club work started in its modern aspect. The 

total enrollment increased rapidly during the War. The peak 

of enrollment was over one .million . During the war period 

the c1ub members took -the place of their older brothers who · 

were in the U:t:iited States Army. Immediately following the Wa 

the enrollment fell rapidly. Because of the reduction of 

funds, many of the state.a dispensed with their county club 

agents, (at the high point of the war emergency period there 

were 1002 county club agents) but retained tne county agricul

tural agents and home demonstration agents to car:ry _on the 

4-H club work in addition to their other duties. From 1923 
-75-
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to the present time, the enrollment has been steadily in
creasing until now (July 1933) the total enrollment of 4-H 

club members in the United States is- once again approximately 

one million. 

Four-H club work in Kansas.~ The history of 4-H club 

work in . Kansas closely parallels the histo·ry of 4-H club 

work in the United States. Kansas was not one ·of the pioneer 

stat es in club work. The first mention of club work is 

found in the 1910 biennial extension report of Kansas. Club 

work did not gain a secure foothold in the -state until after 

the enactment of the Smith-Lever Act in 1914 • . The state en

rollment paralleled enrollment in the nation at large. The 

total enrollment increased during the War and diminished 

rapidly after the war emergency. 

Since 1922 the enrollment has steadi'ly increased so -~: 

that in 1932 it was 17,740 or approximately double the en

rollment of 1926. In 1932, Four-H club work reached one out 

of twelve of the eligibl°e rural boys and girls of Kansas . 

Four-H club work in .Sedgwick County, Kansas . - Sedgwick 

Count·y was not mentioned in any of the early biennial reports 

of the State Board of Agric~lture of Kansas, and the first 

mention in the county extension reports was iri the 1920 re

port . During that year, one hundred and fift~ boys engaged 

in stock-judging contests . In 1921 the first real 4-H club 

in Sedgwick County was started at Mulvane. Club work in the 

. County developed slowly until 1927 when ~r . J . Harold Johnson 

assumed the duties of county club agent. Du.ring his first 
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year (1927), Mr. Johnson had 198 members in club work as com

pared with .1001 in 1932. The membership. goal for 1933 is an 

enrollment of 1400 club members. In 1932, one out of every 

four of the boys and girls who were eligible were in ciub 

work in Sedgwick County. 

Sedgwick County has the best organized system of club 

work of any county in Kansas. The future of club work in 

the County is promising, especially if sufficient funds can 

be obtained to permit the continued employment of a county 

club agent. 

Problems and weaknesses of 4-H club work.- In this 

section the writer will discuss some ·of the outstanding weak

nesses of 4-H club work which are commonly and universally 

recognized. Perhaps the fundamental problem of 4.-H club work 

is that it reaches such a small per cent of those eligible 

for its help. Dr . ·c.B. Smith, Chief, Office of Cooperative 

Extens_ion ork of the United States Department of Agriculture, 

r egards the club problem to be the contacting om" a great_er 

number of rural boys and girl~ between the ages of ten and ~ 

twenty. From previous statements on page 20, the reader may 

remember that only one out of twenty-tw-o wa·s-" reached in 

1924, and one out of twelve in 1931 . Sedgwick County has 

the best developed club organization of any club in Kansas 

but during 1932 only one out of four· was, reached by club 

work . 

Another problem of 4-H club work 1s· the lack of train

ed leadership. - The number of co~ty club agents during the 
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height of the war emergency period reached a peak· of 1002.~ 

With the red~ction of funds following the ·war, many states 

de~ided to dispense with the county club agents and to have 

the county agricultural agent and the home demonstration 

agent take charge of the boys' and girls' ulub work . This 

change naturally brought about a reduction in enrollment and 

a curtailment of activity in 4-H club work, but it was bene

ficial in that it led to the increased use of local leaders . 2 

These local leaders must be given a decided share of the 

oredi t for the come-back stage'd . in the 4-H club enrollment . 

In 1931, there were 98,000 volunteer local lea~ers in the 

United States . 3 

A third weakness of 4-H club work is found in its 

failure to hold the interest of the older member. Nearly 

· sixty _per cent of the club leaders reporting in Mr . E.H. 

Shinn·• s questionnaire study, referred to on page 18, favored 

a variation of program for boys and girls from ten to fifteen 

and those from fifteen to twenty-one . 4 

The 1915 Yearbook of the United Stat es Department o'f 

Agriculture contained a suggestion for an older age club 

group. This club would deal with rotation of crops , .economi

cal feeding, and soil building. 5 The Utopia clubs of 

laeorge E. Farrell, Boys' and Girls' Club Work Under 
the Smith- Lever Act, 1914-1924, U. S. D. A. , Mis . Cir . 85 , pp. 19 . 

2Ibid ., pp. 19 . . . 
3Towa •4-H Manual for Girls Clothing c·1ub _Leaders, 1933 , 

Vol. 1, Section IX, Circular 6~7 , pp . 1 . 
4E . H. Shinn, Educational Values in 4-H Club Work, 

u.s.D.A. Extension Service Circular 128, (July 1930) , pp. 17 . 
sis15 Yearbook of the United States Department of · 

Agriculture, pp. 272f . 
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Xentucky for older rural youth developed out0 { recognition of 

this weakness. The older girls' club organized in Sedgwick 

County in 1932 was an attempt, in part, ·to remedy this 

condition. Mr. J. Harold Johnson, Sedgwick County club 

agent, suggests one club for the members from ten to fifteen 

years of age and another club for the members from fifteen 

to twenty-one. 

The criticism · is made that club work does not use the 

right type of motivation. The· question may be asked, "Do 

prizes, awards, trips, and so on, develop charact·er?" 

Prizes furnish an easy way to get action, but it may 

be seriously questioned whether the goal of character develoP

ment may be lost sight of in the attempt to win. 

The problem of prizes and awards was given attention 

by a committee formed to study extension work in Iowa. This ~ 

committee made the recommendation that the value of contests 

and prizes in 4-H club work be minimized and more emphasis 

placed on achievement of .groups.l 

This same committee made the following suggestions con

cerning the uses of prizes and contests . 

These events should be considered as a means of honor
ing, not rewarding, those who have done good work . .•• Prizes 
should not be too large and should be sc~olarships, trips, 
and such awards rather than large money prizes • . Where pos
sible cash prizes can well be turned into the club treasury 
instead of going to individuals , as it is the club that makes 
the individuals' winnings possible . 2 

lJ . Brownlee Davidson and Others, A Study of the Exten
sion Service in Agriculture and Hnme Economics in Iowa, . Iowa 
State College, published by the Collegiate Press, Inc ., Ame■ , 
Iowa, (1932), pp. 227 . 

. 2Ibid., pp. 221. 

•· 



-80-

A disparity arises between the instruction given by 

the home economics and agricultural departments of the high 

school and the instruction given by the local leaders. A 

sub~committee in the Iowa study previously referred to, made 

the following rec_ommendation. 

That a carefully selected committee be appointed to 
make a thorough study of the various aspects of 4-H club and 
school cooperation and submit constructive recommendations 
to be followed as soon as conditions will permit .l 

Some educators claim that 4-H club membership tends 

to cause the member to neglect -his studies in school. It can 

not be denied that club work. has a tenacious hold and a tre

mendous appeal for the club member . One incident that crune 

to the attention of the author illustrates this point . A 

Sedgwick County club member who was attending high school, 

when asked on which he placed the highest edu?ational value-

school work or club work , promptly answered in favor of club 

work. 

Values of 4-H club. work.- In Chapter II of this thesis 

the. author discussed the old and the new -objectives of 4-H 

club work. How nearly these objectives are being reached is 

another question. In the following pages the writer will 

endeavor, at least in part, to answer thi~ question. 

The purpose of club work as provided for by the Smith

Lever Act of 1914 ~nd the Capper-Ketcham Act of 1928, was to 

promote the acceptance of better practices in agriculture 

and home making. There can be ·no gainsaying that the 4-H 

lJ~ Brownlee Davidson and Other, op. cit., pp. 224. 
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club program has a function in the acceptance of new ideas 

of scienti~ic agriculture . For example, in South Carolina 

over a ten year period, 4-H club members averaged 39 bushels 

of corn per acre while the state average was only 15 bushels 

per acre . 1 

Closely connected to the fact of increased production 

is the· actual financial profit to the club member . In the 

period from 1920 to 1930, the total profit in all 4-H club 

projects in Catawba County, North Carolina, was $111, 059 . 37 
2 and the average profit a project was $76. 17 . 

Data from a study by Mr . E.H. Shinn, referred to·on 

page 18 , indicate that club work has a tendency to keep boys 

and girls in school longer . The results of this study are 

shown in Figure 5 . It should be mentioned that the data 

presented in Figure 6 may be questioned because the persons 

cooperating in Mr . Shinn ' s questionnaire study were either 

state or county club leaders . 

Type of · Answer Percentage 
tp -40 · . ~o so 

"Yes" •.......• 80 . 0 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
"No 11 ••• •• •• • •• 5 . 0 X 
"Don't Yuiow ••• 10. 0 XX 
No Replv . .. . . . 5 . 0 X 

Fig .• 5 . - Answers in Mr . Shinn' s study- to the ques
tion "Does club work tend to hold boys and girls longer in , 
school?"~ 

lExtension Service Review, III, (February 1932) , pp. 2J 
2John Wade Hendricks, Catawba County, North- Carolina, 

Bo:vs' 4-H- Club Work. 1920- 1930 ~ Unpublished Master 1 s The·s1s 
at North Carolina ~tate College , (June _1931) , pp . 18 . 

3E. H. Shinn, ou . cit . , pp . 13, Fig . 6. 
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The main values of 4-H club work as ranked by those 

reporting in • Shinn's study are shown 'in Figure 6 . 

Type of Value Percentage Favoring Each Value 
.f 10 I~ 20 2.S 

Cooperation •. ~ ........•.• 25 .5 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Leadership •.............. 21 .5 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
Knowledge of Farming and 
Home-making •............• 16.4 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Self Confidence .........• 10.0 XXXXXXXXXX 

Economic Training ••..•.•• 6.4 xxxxxx 
Sportsmanship •.. . • ...••••• 5.5 xxxxx 
Association ...••••..••••• 4.9 xxxxx 
Ability to Think. · .......• 4.3 xxxx 
Responsibility .•........• 3.0 XXX 

Vision, Inspiration, etc. 2.5 xx 

Fig. 6 .- Percentage of state and county club agents 
favoring each of tie values bf 4-H club work listed in 
Mr. Shinn 1 s study. . 

George E. Farrell of the United States Department of 

Agriculture expresses his idea of the values of 4-H club work 

in the follo ing comments. 

The main values of 4-H club work are its educational 
influence and benefits to the boy or girl rather than in the 
immediate financial returns •• ~.It adds zest, inspiration and 
enthusiasm to every task about the farm and in the home. It 
teaches cooperation and develops leade~ship and community 
responsibility.a 

1E.H. Shinn, op. cit., Fig . 3, pp. 10. 
2George E. Farrell , Boys ' and Girls ' 4-H Club Work 

Under the Smith-Lever Act .. 1914-1920, U.S.D.A., Miscellaneous 
Circular .85, (December 1926). PP. 6. 
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Dr. C.B. Smith also stresses the value of club work 

in training _for cooperation and rural leadership and as a 

means of encouraging boys and girls to continue with their 

education. 1 

The following statements concerning the educational 

value of club work are found in a report of· extension work in 

Iowa. 

Many rural children do not go beyond ·the eigµth grade 
in schoQl. The club programs should supplement their rather 
meager schooling and at the saine time should stimulate them 
to better and further educational work . Their needs are 
particularly pressing during t ·his depression peri·od because 
sdhool opportunities for rural boys and girls are still 
further restricted.2 · 

In summarizing we find the main values of 4-H club 

~ork to be education; inspiration of rur.al youth to continue 

!With their schooling; development of leadership; training in 

cooper.ation; acquisition,of actual farm and home knowledge; 

'actua~ financial returns; and the promotion of a happy and 

contented rural life. 

Suggest .ions f~r further research.- The writer recpg

nizes that the field of research in 4-H club work has not bee~ 

exhausted by t'his thesis. Subjects suggested for further re

search in the field of 4-H club work are presented in the 

following paragraphs. 

lc.B. Smith, Boys·' and Girls' 4-K Club Work, U.S.D.A. 
Miscellaneous Circular 77 ,.· (October 1926), pp. 6-7. 

2J .• Brownlee Davidson and Others, op. cit., pp. 215. 
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United States 4-H Club History.--A more detailed his

tory of club woxk in the United States than what the write:r 

has attempted would comprise a real contribution. As far as 

the writer was .able to ascertain, no book or thesis of this 

·scope has been recently written. The information for a study 

of this type could be secured. through the state extension 

departments and the United States Department of Agriculture. 

Kansas 4-H Club History.--A complete history of 4-H 

club work in Kansas would make an interesting and valuable 

study. 

Relative Development ·of 4-H Club Work in the Various 

States.--A study of this type would be valuable in determin

ing the efficiency of the club organization of each of the 

states. 

Four-H Club Innovation$ in the Various States.--This 

type of subject could be developed into an interesting 

research project . The range of club activity in each of the 

states might be discussed ·and the projects available in each 

tabulated. A xesea.rch project of this type would be justi-· 

fiecL.because it would · comprise a .fund of new ideas for state 

and county club leaders. 

Club Leadership.--Most of the Masters theses, written 

on 4-H club work, that have come to the writer's attention, 

have been devoted exclusively to this phase of the club or

ganization. The problem of securing· .good local leaders is 
. . 

recognized by most club workers. A study of tllis problem 

would be informative and valuable for workers in the 4-H club 
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field •. 

Are. the Club Members a Select Group?--This questiqn· 

might be approached by comparing grades·, intelligence 

quotients , and so on, of the club member group and the non

club member group . . It is possible _ that many of the values 

commonly attributed to 4-H club work may be due. to the 

select quality of the members of the 4-H club groµp . 

In the foregoing paragraphs the author suggested a 

few possible research projects in the field of 4-H club work . 

This is by no means an exhaust-ive list but it may be of 

value to the reader who may be searching for suitable res-earcl: 

projects . 
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