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Unclassified Professional Senate 
Minutes 

December 3, 1998 

Present: Linda Black, Andy Bowman, Mary Bulla, John Koppenhaver, Brian Luinstra, Barbara 
Mason. Marlc McCain. Glendon Miller, Kristi Mohler, Jim Rogers, Mike Wood 

Absent: Margie Dersi, Abiola Dipeolu, Linda Matson, Connie White, Frankie Brown 

Guests: Mike Turner 

I. Call to Order: Past President Linda Black called the meeting to order at 8:38 AM, in the absence 
of President Linda Matson. 

Linda Black welcomed Eric Sexton, WSU's Director of Governmental Relations. Eric discussed 
with the Senators his goal of developing more grass roots relationships with state legislators. Eric 
emphasized the need to commwticate with and to develop long-term relationships with our 
Sedgwick County Representatives and Senators. The Regents have identified a system-wide 
unclassified salary increase as their priority and are preparing a print piece which will explain the 
needs for salary parity with other states. The UP Senators discussed with Eric the pros and cons 
of Unclassified Professionals mounting an awareness campaign, designed to make sure state 
legislators understand that a salacy increase will include UPs as well as faculty. Eric cautioned 
against bringing the issue to the forefront .tnd recommended moving forward with the 
recommendation that Unclassified Professionals will automatically be included in the salacy 
proposal. UP Senators suggested that the group should be collecting salary and attrition data in 
case the tide turns and it becomes apparent that we will need to make an argument for inclusion. 
Senators noted that there is no one place on campus that collects and analyzes data about 
Unclassified Professionals in a comparable manner to the analyses that made about students, 
classified employees, and faculty. 

Eric read from the official Board of Regents policy regarding the contacting of legislators. He 
encouraged WSU employees to commwticate with their legislators but cautioned us to not use 
WSU stationary or to write or phone on behalf of the institution. He encouraged us to send him a 
blind copy of any correspondence. 

Eric encouraged Senators to visit the Governmental Relations web site. It can be reached by 
accessing the WSU home page and clicking "Administration." Major legislative issues will be 
posted on the site, and there are search mechanisms for identifying local legislators. The issues 
which most likely will have the highest profile in the upcoming session are (1) cutting taxes, (2) 
training and retraining, and (3) a comprehensive transportation (highway) plan. 

Jim Rogers is preparing an updated listing of Unclassified Professionals which Eric will be able to 
sort by addresses, so that employees can be made aware of legislators from their specific district. 

Eric provided the following handouts to each Senator: 

Legislative Advocacy: The Development of a Grassroots Constituency (DRAFI) 
How to be an Effective Advocate (DRAFI) 
Effective Involvement in Legislative Advocacy (DRAFf) 
Insuring Our Investment: Regents Faculty Excellence for the 2111 Century (DRAFI) 
Kansas House Districts 
Kansas Senate Districts 
Abbreviated Flow Chart of Legislative Procedure in Kansas 
WSU FY 2000 Budget Request 
Student and Alwnni Headcount by Kansas Counties 

II. Review of Agenda: There were no additions to the proposed agenda. 



Wichita State University Unclassified Professional Senate 
December 3, 1998

SOAR: Shocker Open Access Repository Archival Copy

ill. Approval of November 19, 1998 Minutes: Barbara Mason moved and Jim Rogers seconded a 
motion to approve the minutes as written. The motion was approved. 

IV. Senate President's Report: 

A. Linda Black distributed the Vision 2020 report and a report from the All Campus Student 
Leaders Retreat, held on October IO, 1998. 

B. Mike Wood reviewed highlights of the December 2nd meeting of the Council of Deans 
and Directors. 

V. Committee Reports 

A. Senate Standing Committees 

1. Election Committee: Kristi Mohler reported that she had checked the 
Constitution and found that the Election Committee needs two appointed · 
members and five members chosen through a lottery. 

2. Awards and Recognition Committee: Kristi Mohler was encouraged to contact 
Kathy Rager for guidelines and timelines regarding last year's Awards 
ceremony. 

B. Senate Ad hoc Committees 

I. Unclassified Professionals Who Teach: Marvis Lary has incorporated into the 
survey the suggestions made at the last Senate meeting. The survey has not yet 
been sent. 

2. Parlcing Plan Committee: Jim Rogers reported tlat the Committee has met and 
that redesign issues are being raised, frustrating any hope of speedy progress. 

C. University Governance Committees 

I . Library Appeals Committee: President Matson contacted Kathy Downes of the 
Library to better understand the makeup and purpose of the Appeals Committee. 
According to Kathy, members are appointed to the Committee by the President, 
and they meet two to three times a year. The next meeting is scheduled for 
March. Kathy will see that our representatives are included in the next meeting. 

VI. New and Continuing Business 

A. President Matson sent a letter to incoming President Beggs, asking him to suggest a date 
when he could speak before a general meeting of Unclassified Professionals. She also 
invited Dr. Beggs to attend a February Senate meeting. 

B. President Matson sent a follow-up letter to Regent Docking, recapping the visit he and 
Interim Director Bryant held with Linda Matson and Jim Rogers last month. 

C. The December 17th Senate meeting may be cancelled. President Matson will notify the 
Senators by E-mail. 

VII. Adjournment: John Koppenhaver moved and Barbara Mason seconded a motion for adjournment. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 AM 

Respectfully submitted by Mike Wood, Secretary 
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