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WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 
UNCLASSIFIED PROFESSIONAL SENA TE 

Meeting Minutes 
August 20, 1998 

I. ll1e Senate convened at 8:35 AM in Room 425 Ahlberg Hall, with President Linda Matson 
presiding. 

Senators Present: Linda Black, Andy Bowman, Margie Dersi, John Koppenhaver, Barbara 
Mason, Marie McCain, Kristi Mohler, Jim Rogers, Connie White, Mike Wood 

Senators Absent: Dori Jones-Chism, Brian Luinstra, Glendon Miller 

Guests Present: Mike TW11er, Roger Lowe, John Gist, Julie Rausch 

II. Minutes from the June 4, 1998 meeting were not read and approved, since no one could be certain 
that minutes were generated at that meeting. 

III. President Matson introduced Roger Lowe, Vice President for Administration and Finance and 
John Gist, Director of Facil.ities Planning. 

John Gist reviewed the planned improvements for parking and streets on Ute main campus and at 
U1e Metropolitan Complex (Attachment I). Among tl1e proposed improvements: 

A. Parking spaces at the Metropolitan Complex will increase from 374 to 918. 
B. A new entrance to the Complex will be constructed off Oliver. 
C. ll1e City of Wichita, in a separate project, will improve & widen 29th Street. 
D. lluee new intramural playing fields will be constructed at the Complex. 
E. ll1e President has approached two contractors and the National Guard to 

consider donating U1eir services for grading. 
F. Once tl1e new playing fields have been constructed at the Metropolitan 

Complex, a parking lot will be established on tile main campus, on what is now 
a playing field east and soutl1 of Corbin, adding 400 spaces. 

G. ll1e nortl1eastem portion of Perimeter Road will be reworked • especially 
between Morrison and Cessna Stadium. 

H. The new entrance to tl1e campus, which was constructed Utis summer, will be 
open for tl1e first day of classes. It affords a better view of tl1e football 
memorial, and, being at tl1e crest of tl1e hill, will provide a safer egress onto 
Hillside. 
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A second new entrance will be constructed on Hillside. 
ll1e small lot nortl1 of Weidmann will be eliminated. 
Once tl1e number of parking spaces have been increased, existing lots I, 2, 3, 4. 
6, 7, 8, 10, and 16 will be reconstructed, one at a time. 
ll1e old Communications Building at Fainnount & 17th will be razed to make 
way for a few additional parking spaces. 
A better-defined corridor will be created for students walking from Fainnount 
Towers to campus. 

Roger Lowe explained U1e projected costs for U1e improvements and presented several 
options for financing the project. ll1e current estimate for the project is $7,385.000. 
ll1e money will initially be raised tluough tl1e sale of bonds. and those bonds will be 
repaid tluough parking fees assessed to students, staff. faculty, and visitors to WSU. 
Additicmally, U1ere will be some metered parking on campus. for tl1e first time. and 
parking fines will be pursued more aggressively. Faculty and staff will begin paying 
parking fees in January. 1999. wiU1 students begi,m.ing to pay next fall. ll1e work of the 
project will probably extend over Uiree years, wiU1 U1e financing extending over fifteen 
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years. Once complete, there will be approximately 1,000 new parking spaces on 
campus. including the new spaces at Wheatshocker apartments. 

Among the questions asked: "Won't charging by number of credit hours actually 
discourage students from taking a full load?" VP Lowe responded that four plans are 
being taken to the Student Senate, and he expects them to offer additional suggestions. 
"Why weren't parking garages considered?" TI1ey were considered, but the per-space 
construction and maintenance cost far exceeds flat lots. 

TI1e Senators asked VP Lowe and John Gist to consider making a special presentation to 
the entire Unclassified membership. 

IV. President's Report 

A. With little time remaining in tl1e meeting. President Matson asked that a secretary be 
selected for tl1e organization. She asked for volW1teers. Mike Wood's name was 
suggested, and he agreed to serve. 

V. Committee Reports 

A. President Matson asked tliat tl1e Senators carefully consider the opportW1ities on 
Standing, Ad Hoc, and Governance committees. Membership on tl1ese committees can 
come from tl1e Senate or from the membership at large. She will ask for volunteers and 
suggestions at tl1e nex1 meeting. 

VI. New and Continuing Business 

A. President Matson annoWlced tliat we will need to appoint two At-Large Senators. 
Additionally, Dori Jones-Chism. senator from the College of Health Professions. has 
taken a job with tl1e public schools and will need to be replaced. 

B. TI1e Race For Hunger will begin September 25th at 12:00 PM and will extend for 24 
hours. TI1e Unclassified Professionals have been challenged to collect food donations 
and to sign up teams to "race" in Cessna Stadium. 

C. President Matson gave an update on tl1e WSU Presidential search process. Linda is a 
member of tl1e search committee. Tiiat group will narrow the field from ten to five in a 
maratl1on session in Kansas City on August 22nd

• TI1e committee will then visit the 
campuses of tl1e finalists. and tl1ose finalists who are still in tl1e running will be invited to 
WSU in early October. Linda invited Senators to submit questions for tl1e candidates. 
by e-mail. 

VII. Barbara Mason moved for adjoumment. Linda Black seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 
10:00 AM. TI1e next meeting of the Senate is scheduled for September 3rd in Alllberg 423. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Mike Wood. secretary. 
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