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Interested in learning more about the Office of Technology Transfer and Commercialization (TTC) at Wichita State University? Interested in licensing a 
technology? Please contact Rob Gerlach, Executive Director of TTC, at Rob.Gerlach@wichita.edu.   

SPOTLIGHT: Shock Talk Podcast 

From the Office of Tech Transfer 

and Commercialization (TTC) and 

the Shocker Career Accelerator, 

Shock Talk is a podcast 

highlighting stories about 

innovation, entrepreneurship, and 

applied learning occurring in 

Wichita.  In each episode, Jacob O’Connor – a Wichita State 

student majoring in entrepreneurship – sits down with 

Wichita locals to hear their unique and innovative stories. 

Each episode lasts approximately 10-15 minutes in length.  

Be sure to tune in on Apple Podcasts or your favorite 

podcast app today! 

BY THE NUMBERS: Commercially Available Tech 

One of the primary purposes of technology transfer is to 

create new products and services.  These products and 

services incorporate technology developed by faculty and 

staff.  Currently, there are at least 9 commercially available

products and services incorporating Wichita State-owned 

intellectual property.  One example is the Gapper®.  

Invented by Dr. David Hunsicker, 

Associate Professor of Trumpet in 

the College of Fine Arts, the 

Gapper® aids musicians to control 

the third valve slide of a trumpet.  It 

is available for purchase at 

https://www.trumpetgapper.com/. 

TECH PROGRESS & OTHER UPDATES: 

1. Face Shields for Protection Against Coronavirus

• TTC provided Strategic Engagement & Planning

with hundreds of face shields to place in supply

boxes distributed to local high need areas.

• The face shields were created through the Ad Astra

Coalition co-founded by Wichita State and local

aviation manufacturers.

2. Understanding Intellectual Property Webinar

• Strategic Initiatives hosted a webinar in

conjunction with TTC’s Executive Director, Rob

Gerlach, and the U.S. Small

Business Administration.

• If you are interested in TTC

speaking to your group about

intellectual property, please

contact Rob Gerlach at

Rob.Gerlach@wichita.edu.

3. Vizling – Comic Book Application for Accessibility

• Faculty member Darren DeFrain is developing a

smart phone app enabling visually impaired people

to enjoy a full visual experience of comic

books/graphic novels.

• Darren recently received funding from the John A.

See Innovation Award to further develop the app,

and he previously received funding from TTC and

the Fairmount College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

• Darren is working with others to develop a start-up

company to commercialize the smart phone app.

RECENT NEWS HIGHLIGHTS: 

1. “Disposable Stethoscope May Help Stop Spread of COVID and Other Infectious Diseases” – AUTM Insight, 2/24/21
(https://autm.net/about-tech-transfer/better-world-project/bwp-stories/the-single-patient-stethoscope)

2. “$100K grant to help Wichita area open up about mental wellness” – KWCH, 2/24/21
(https://www.kwch.com/2021/02/19/100k-grant-to-help-wichita-area-open-up-about-mental-wellness/)

3. “WSU professor, colleagues work on creating comic book app for the visually impaired” – KSN, 2/18/21
(https://www.ksn.com/news/ksn-extra/wsu-professor-colleagues-work-on-creating-comic-book-app-for-the-visually-impaired/)
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