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Determination, innovation power Shocker Nation

By now, many of you have learned about Dr. Jay Golden’s resignation as president of Wichita 
State University. The Kansas Board of Regents made the announcement Sept. 25. 

I know you have many questions and will be searching for answers. While we won’t be able to 
provide any further details about his decision to step down, we do appreciate Dr. Golden’s 
dedication and hard work while at Wichita State, and we wish him well. 

We are an institution that exists for our students of yesterday, today and tomorrow. We exist 
and thrive because of all the individuals who make up our university. 

We have faced transition before, and I am reminded of the resilience of our entire campus 
community almost daily as we have adjusted to COVID-19 during these past months. We 
know what it is like to navigate through the unexpected; and how to turn challenge into 
growth. 

In the coming weeks and months, the Board of Regents will announce a process to search for 
a new president of our institution, and we will continue to keep you informed of the progress 
when new information becomes available. Until then, we ask that you continue to do your part 
to keep Wichita State great — in whatever role you might play. 

We are powered by the collective determination and innovation of our extraordinary faculty, 
staff, students, alumni, donors and community. In this newsletter, you will find stories about 
how we're living this collective determination. 



 
Thank you for being the best part of Shocker Nation! 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Richard Muma, acting president and provost of Wichita State University 

 
 

  
 

  

In the News at Wichita State 
 

  
 

  

Deloitte and Wichita State launch revolutionary Smart Factory 
 

The new Smart Factory @ Wichita will integrate artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things, 
digital transformation, and robotics to create a cutting-edge facility that will establish Wichita 
State’s Innovation Campus as an epicenter of the fourth industrial revolution, known as 
industry 4.0, drawing companies from around the world to the university to engage our 
researchers and students. The Smart Factory will fuse the powerful research and 
development resources of Wichita State and Deloitte to build a 60,000-square-foot facility, 
which is slated to open in 2021.  

 

Learn more about WSU's initiatives to diversify Kansas' economy. 

  

 

  

  

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/Deloitte%20and%20Wichita%20State%20University%20join%20forces%20to%20launch%20new%20Smart%20Factory.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y


Learn more about the 
university’s Convergence 

Sciences initiative. 

Convergence Sciences 
researchers focus on solving 
complex societal problems 

Wichita State University has announced the 
inaugural awardees of the highly competitive 
President’s Convergence Sciences Research 
Initiative. 

The initiative is an effort to bring together the 
intellectual curiosity and strengths of faculty 
and students from a range of disciplines and 
give them the support to develop research 
programs that drive the diversity and growth 
of the Kansas economy while addressing 
global challenges. 

WuShock sculpture unveiled in front of YMCA building

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/Convergence%20Sciences%20researchers%20focus%20on%20solving%20complex%20societal%20problems.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/Convergence%20Sciences%20researchers%20focus%20on%20solving%20complex%20societal%20problems.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/Convergence%20Sciences%20researchers%20focus%20on%20solving%20complex%20societal%20problems.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


A first-of-its-kind WuShock sculpture was unveiled and dedicated Sept. 15, at the entry plaza 
of the Steve Clark YMCA and Student Wellness Center. 

The 8-foot bronze sculpture is the creation of local artist Wade Hampton, who worked with 
WSU Athletics and Clark to capture his vision in sketch form, and local artist Connie Ernatt, 
who transformed the drawing to the final bronze sculpture. 

Read more about the giant Wu statue. 

Alum pledges $275,000 to fund 
scholarships and business building 

Saying she wants to help build a new generation of 
business leaders with a world view, Wichita State 
alumna Peri Widener has pledged $275,000 to her 
alma mater. A portion of the gift will launch a program 
to help develop students into global business leaders. 

In addition to initiating the Widener Global Leaders 
Program, the gift from Widener and her mother, 
Luanne, includes a pledge of $175,000 to the 
campaign to build Woolsey Hall, the new home for the 
W. Frank Barton School of Business. She said the gift
celebrates the leadership of Larisa Genin, dean of the
Barton School, and her vision for the school.

Learn more about 
Widener Global Leaders. 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/WuShock%20sculpture%20unveiled%20in%20front%20of%20YMCA%20building.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/WSU%20graduate%20Peri%20Widener%e2%80%99s%20gift%20will%20help%20develop%20global%20leaders%2c%20build%20a%20new%20home%20for%20Barton%20School%20of%20Business.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/WSU%20graduate%20Peri%20Widener%e2%80%99s%20gift%20will%20help%20develop%20global%20leaders%2c%20build%20a%20new%20home%20for%20Barton%20School%20of%20Business.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y


University Village aims to build up WSU neighborhood 

Wichita State University is taking a step forward with community discussions about a 
University Village initiative, which seeks to create a community destination of dining, 
entertainment and shopping adjacent to campus. 

Through the existing Shocker Neighborhoods initiative, internal discovery and community 
feedback, Wichita State has identified an initial list of needs to help serve its constituents 
and the community. The goal is to develop strong, meaningful and high-impact partnerships 
with qualified developers to address those needs. 

Learn more about University Village. 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/University%20Village%20aims%20to%20make%20Wichita%20State%20neighborhood%20a%20Wichita%20destination.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y


  
 

  

Memorial ’70 addition honors survivors of plane crash 
 

The story of the plane crash that killed 14 Shocker football players, 14 staff and boosters, 
and three crew members was told for years by the Memorial ’70 monument near the 18th 
Street and Hillside entrance to campus, feels complete. On the 50th anniversary of the crash, 
a new sculpture recognizes the survivors of the crash. The names of teammates who landed 
safely in Utah that day are a fitting addition to the existing upright Memorial ’70 monument. 
 
“One of the main reasons we did what we did was so the future generations would know that 
there were survivors,” Phillips said, “and how their lives were impacted, especially since they 
lived when so many didn’t. Most, if not all, suffered greatly in silence.” 

 

Read more about the Memorial ’70 monuments. 

  

 

  

  
 

  

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19535/Additions%20to%20Memorial%20%2770%20complete%20the%20story%20of%20survivors%20and%20teammates.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


  
 

  

Hyatt opens on Wichita State’s Innovation Campus 
 

The Hyatt Place at Wichita State University has opened its doors to guests. The 106-room 
hotel includes free Wi-Fi, fitness facilities, an indoor pool, functional meeting spaces and a 
restaurant, and bar to serve guests as well as the local community. The hotel is walking 
distance to Braeburn Square, which features shopping and restaurants. Additionally, visitors 
can take a stroll onto the main campus for a tour or to take in the university’s pristine 
campus and sculpture garden. 

 

Learn more about the Hyatt Place at Wichita State. 

  

 

  

  

 

 

CONNECT WITH WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

          
 

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/kansas/hyatt-place-at-wichita-state-university/ictzw
https://www.facebook.com/wichita.state
https://twitter.com/WichitaState
https://www.instagram.com/wichitastateu/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzLkoHQTEMpWnCnG2Vvphuw
https://www.linkedin.com/school/wichita-state-university/
https://www.facebook.com/wichita.state
https://twitter.com/WichitaState
https://www.instagram.com/wichitastateu/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzLkoHQTEMpWnCnG2Vvphuw
https://www.linkedin.com/school/wichita-state-university/


Wichita State celebrates expansion of Innovation 
Campus

Sometimes it’s easy to get caught up in the doing of things, 
and we don’t take a moment to celebrate our 
accomplishments. The Forward Together newsletter is just 
that for Wichita State University. This edition in particular 
fittingly highlights the ever-expanding sphere of Shocker 
influence. 

In October, we celebrated two ribbon-cutting ceremonies on 
Wichita State’s Innovation Campus: the opening of the 
Molecular Diagnostics Lab — which will serve as the region’s 
only high-volume, rapid-results COVID-19 testing lab, and the 
groundbreaking for Wayne and Kay Woolsey Hall — which will 
be the new home for the W. Frank Barton School of Business. 

These facilities are more than physical locations on campus. They are representations of 
our commitment to our values, priorities, and promise to our students, our state, and our 
world. 

We’re also seeing the early buds of our Convergence Sciences Initiative, which seeks 
interdisciplinary solutions to some of society’s most pressing problems. For instance, in 
this issue of Forward Together, we look at a team of researchers at Wichita State that is 

Published by the Office of the President Archived in SOAR: Shocker Open Access Repository



seeking to ensure educational access to millions of refugee children by creating a game-
based learning platform. Through the coming months and over the next three years, all 
four of the Convergence Sciences teams will be doing what Wichita State, Kansas’ only 
urban public research university, does best: solving problems through innovation and 
research. 

On Oct. 22, more than 500 registered voters in Sedgwick County — many of whom are 
students, faculty, and staff of the university — did their civic duty and cast their ballots on 
campus at Charles Koch Arena, which was set up as an early voting location for one day. 
Whatever the results are from the elections, I hope everyone votes to make their voices 
heard. 

All across the world, Shockers are speaking the language of innovation to increase health 
equity, improve educational access, diversify our Kansas economy, and promote a brighter 
tomorrow. We celebrate our Wichita roots and our global commitment every day. This is 
just the beginning. 

Go Shockers! 

Rick Muma, interim president 

 
  

 

  
 

  

In the News at Wichita State 
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Game-based learning platform makes education accessible to 
refugee learners 

 

Globally, there are more than 70 million forcibly displaced refugees, with about 3.4 million 
being students who do not have access to education. An interdisciplinary team of researchers 
at Wichita State University is working to create a game-based platform to help refugee 
learners continue their education. 

 

Read more about this Convergence Sciences project 

  

 

  

  
 

  

Published by the Office of the President Archived in SOAR: Shocker Open Access Repository

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19585/Game-based%20learning%20platform%20will%20make%20education%20accessible%20to%20refugees_WSU_News_2020-10-16.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y


Molecular Diagnostics Lab capable of processing up to 32,000 
COVID-19 tests per week 

A ribbon-cutting marked the opening of Wichita State’s Molecular Diagnostics Lab (MDL), the 
first and only high-volume COVID-19 test lab in Wichita and the region. 

Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly, who spoke at the event, said, “With a coordinated strategy, we can 
identify hotspots before they spread out of control and make sure that Kansans can take 
proper safety precautions or avoid locations where the virus is present. We can help provide 
certainty that our schools and our businesses can stay open safely.” 

At full capacity, MDL can test up to 32,000 specimens per week with a 24-hour turnaround on 
results, allowing for precise quarantining and treatment for those infected. 

Learn more about Wichita State’s MDL 

Published by the Office of the President Archived in SOAR: Shocker Open Access Repository

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19585/The%20Molecular%20Diagnostics%20Lab%20on%20Wichita%20State%20University.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


Shocker opera star featured on 'The Today Show'

When opera star and Shocker alumna Joyce DiDonato was invited by the Metropolitan Opera 
to curate and sing a major online recital, she turned to a friend and former inmate in the Sing 
Sing Correctional Facility. DiDonato was recently featured on “The Today Show” for her work 
with composer Keyatta Hughes. 

Watch Joyce’s interview on “The Today Show” 

Published by the Office of the President Archived in SOAR: Shocker Open Access Repository

https://www.today.com/video/opera-singer-and-former-inmate-strike-up-unlikely-friendship-94649925631


Wichita State doubles its output of 
engineering graduates 

In 2011, Wichita State made a commitment to 
double the number of engineering graduates 
within 10 years to meet industry demands. One 
year ahead of schedule, the College of Engineering 
has done just that, and more. 
 
“This is the result of a decade of hard work,” said 
Dr. Dennis Livesay, dean of the College of 
Engineering. “This amazing accomplishment is a 
testament to the efforts of the entire college. 
Meeting our target seemed unfathomable when 
defined – having to more than double the number 
of bachelor’s degrees awarded each year – but 
double we did!” 

Learn more about engineering grads  
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https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19585/Engineering%20students%20celebrate%20graduation%20with%20WuShock%20in%202019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


  
 

  

University breaks ground on Wayne and Kaye Woolsey Hall 
 

Alumni, donors and officials from Wichita State University gathered Thursday, Oct. 22 for a 
groundbreaking ceremony at the future site of Wayne and Kay Woolsey Hall, the new home for 
the W. Frank Barton School of Business. 
 
In a statement, Barton School Dean Larisa Genin told students the facility will be a place 
“where you will explore your full potential and ambitions.” 
 
The three-level, LEED-certified building is focused on creating an environment for students 
and faculty that inspires collaboration, innovation and an entrepreneurial mindset. Its location 
on the Innovation Campus will nurture applied learning experiences with partners and 
businesses active there. 

 

Read more about Woolsey Hall 
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https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19585/Wichita%20State%20University%20celebrates%20the%20groundbreaking%20for%20the%20new%20Wayne%20and%20Kay%20Woolsey%20Hall%20on%20the%20Innovation%20Campus.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


CONNECT WITH WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 
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December 2020 

2020 shines with Wichita State innovation
Hello, Shocker Nation. 

I think most of us will agree that 2020 has been an 
unprecedented year of curveballs, uncertainty, and tumult. 
But, as a proud member of Shocker Nation, I can’t help but 
to be impressed with the innovation, determination, and 
pure grit that I’ve seen blossom from Wichita State 
University in the face of extraordinary circumstances. 

When COVID-19 came to Kansas in March of this year, 
Shocker Nation didn’t miss a beat. 

• Our campus community flipped on a dime to a fully
online format in an effort to keep our faculty and
students healthy. Those efforts continue today and
will continue for as long as necessary with safety measures, such as wearing face
coverings, social distancing, and hybrid or online learning formats.

• Our Shocker innovators and business partners came together to collect and
manufacture PPE and disposable stethoscopes to protect our health care workers.

• And our top-notch researchers jumped into action to study potential treatments and
process tests through our state-of-the-art Molecular Diagnostics Lab.

 

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

F:JRWARD T:JGETHER 
A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/04-april/ad_astra_ppe_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/06-jun/Stethoscopes_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/08-aug/COVIDstudy_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/MDLopening_9.php


Read more of Dr. Muma's message on 2020 Shocker innovation 

In the News at Wichita State 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19726/December%20Forward%20Together%20Full%20Article.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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'Walk with Wu' celebrates 125 years of Wichita State 
 

In honor of Wichita State University's 125th anniversary, three Wichita State faculty 
members have teamed up with an alumna artist to create "A Walk with Wu," a graphic 
novel that chronicles the university's rich history through the eyes of our beloved mascot: 
WuShock. 
 
“We hope that readers will appreciate the different phases of Wichita State’s story and 
how we have changed while maintaining the core of who we are," said Dr. Jay Price, 
professor of history and one of the book's authors. 
 
It's the perfect gift for all Shockers. The books, which sell for $12, are available in the 
Rhatigan Student Center Shocker Stores beginning Dec. 2. 

 
 

  

Purchase "A Walk with Wu" 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

Wichita State celebrates more than 1,200 fall 2020 grads 
 

Even though our fall 2020 commencement ceremony has been postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we celebrate our more than 1,200 degree-eligible graduates. While 
things may look a little different this year, Shocker Nation is as proud as ever to honor this 
fall’s graduating class. 

 
 

  

Read what some of them have to say about their future 

  

 
 

  
 

  

https://shockerstore.com/store1/shop/consignment/AWalkwithWu
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/11-nov/fall_2020_graduates.php


NIAR receives $13.7 million from Air Force for composite 
research 

The U.S. Air Force awarded Wichita State’s National Institute for Aviation Research $13.7 
million for composite research. This is the second phase of funding for this project, which 
also included $23.5 million in 2019. 

NIAR’s Advanced Technologies Lab for Aerospace Systems (ATLAS) is leading the 
project through partnerships with AFRL researchers, defense contractors, and university 
partners. 

The program will enhance tools for manufacturing next-generation advanced integrated 
composite airframe structures using automated technology, machine-learning and artificial 
intelligence algorithms. 

Read more about ATLAS’ composite research 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19726/NIAR%20receives%20%2413.7%20million%20from%20Air%20Force%20for%20advanced%20composites%20research.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y


  
 

  

Wichita State to award 20 scholarships worth up to 
$20,000 to new students 

 

Incoming freshmen and transfer students have an opportunity to receive up to $20,000 as 
part of Wichita State University’s new Shocker Adelante Scholarship. The scholarship is 
part of the $1 million gift from Gene and Yolanda Camarena, which was announced earlier 
this year. Adelante, which translates to forward in Spanish, is available to students with a 
3.0 GPA or higher. A total of 20 Adelante Scholars will be selected, and preference will be 
given to African American and Latinx students. 

 

Read more about the Adelante Scholarship opportunity 

  

 
 

  
 

  

https://www.wichita.edu/administration/financial_aid/scholarships/adelante.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews-releases/2020/08-aug/camarena_scholarship_2.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews-releases/2020/08-aug/camarena_scholarship_2.php
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19726/Wichita%20State%20to%20award%2020%20scholarships%20worth%20up%20to%20%2420%2c000%20to%20new%20students.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y


  
 

  

Wichita State researchers address health disparities, 
obesity 

 

A team of researchers at Wichita State University is working to promote health equity 
among vulnerable populations. The all-woman, cross-disciplinary team is focusing its 
initial efforts on issues related to obesity among underrepresented groups. 
 
This project is one of four awardees of Wichita State University’s Convergence Sciences 
Initiative, which is an effort to bring together the intellectual curiosity and strengths of 
faculty and students from a range of disciplines and give them the support to develop 
research programs that drive the diversity and growth of the Kansas economy while 
addressing global challenges. Winners of the Convergence Sciences awards will be given 
$300,000 over three years. 

 
 

  

Learn more about the team’s efforts to address health disparities 

  

 
 

  
 

  

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19726/Wichita%20State%20researchers%20address%20health%20disparities%2c%20obesity.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


Shocker alums advance to top 10 in $1 million XPRIZE's 
global mask challenge 

Three Wichita State University alumni are in the running to win $1 million as part of the 
Next-Gen Mask Challenge sponsored by XPrize. They were chosen from a field of 1,000 
teams from 30 countries. Spencer Steinert, Jared Goering and Maggie Koops teamed up 
to address a challenge created by XPrize: to craft a face mask addressing the obstacles 
that deter people from wearing them and promote positive mask-wearing behavior. 

Learn more about Cyfive’s innovative mask design 

 

iEii u-,6{• WICHITA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19726/Wichita%20State%20alumni%20in%20the%20running%20to%20win%20%241%20million%20in%20XPrize%20mask%20challenge.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


CONNECT WITH WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

          
 

Click here to see a web version of this newsletter 
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January 2021 
 

 

  

2021 brings so much for Shockers to celebrate 
 

Welcome to 2021, Shocker Nation! The new year brings so much 
promise and hope, and I’m eager to see all the opportunity and 
innovation that comes from Wichita State University. 
 
One bright spot is our broadening digital transformation 
footprint. The addition of four new curriculum options — 
Bachelor of Arts in Applied Linguistics, Master of Science in 
Data Science, Master of Science in Business Analytics, and 
Master of Science in Mathematical Foundations of Data Analysis 
— is timely as Wichita State positions itself to become the 
primary educator and researcher in digital transformation, helping 
to diversify our state’s economy.  
 
Additionally, the School of Computing has been established in the 
College of Engineering. The new school is not only expected to 
be a powerhouse in computing and data sciences, but its students will support the university’s 
planned National Institute of Digital Transformation. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Read more of Dr. Muma's message 

  

 
 

  
 

  

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

F:JRWARD T:JGETHER 
A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/12-dec/newDTprograms_3.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews-releases/2020/12-dec/wsu_school_of_computing_3.php
https://www.wichita.edu/research/nidt/index.php
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19727/Jan.%20Forward%20Together%20Full%20Article.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


In the News at Wichita State 

New degree programs and School of Computing fuel WSU's 
digital transformation initiatives 

Wichita State is building on its commitment to diversify the Kansas economy with digital 
transformation. 

“The goal is to align the curriculum across the university to technology that allows students more 
opportunities to work in fields using data such as aviation, manufacturing, health care, digital 
advertising, image recognition and gaming, to name a few,” said Dr. Rick Muma, interim president 
of Wichita State. 

Additionally, four new degree options have been added: Bachelor of Arts in Applied Linguistics, 
Master of Science in Data Science, Master of Science in Business Analytics, and Master of Science in 
Mathematical Foundations of Data Analysis. 

More on the School of Computing Learn more about new degree options 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19727/Wichita%20State%20establishes%20new%20School%20of%20Computing.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19727/Regents%20approve%20four%20new%20programs%20to%20support%20digital%20transformation%20initiative.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y


  
 

  

Shock the World campaign donors raise $307.8 million 
 

The results are in for the WSU Foundation’s Shock the World Campaign, a seven-year undertaking 
that ended earlier this year. Alumni and friends of Wichita State University contributed $307.8 
million, surpassing the goal of $250 million to help position the university for a successful, 
innovation-focused future. 
 
“When we began planning for this campaign, the firm helping assess the feasibility of it questioned 
whether it would be possible to raise even $200 million,” said Elizabeth King, WSU Foundation 
president and CEO. “They didn’t fully understand the loyalty, dedication and excitement our 
donors and supporters have for Wichita State. We knew our Shocker community was capable of so 
much more.” 

 

Learn more about Shock the World 

  

 
 

  
 

  

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19727/Shock%20the%20World%20Campaign%20donors%20raise%20%24307.8%20million%20for%20Wichita%20State.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


  
 

  

Shocker-branded buses hit the streets of Wichita 
 

Two new battery-powered buses wrapped in Shocker pride can be seen zipping through Wichita’s 
streets. 
 
Wichita Transit recently unveiled the Wichita State University-branded buses, which are 
ecofriendly, filled with modern conveniences, and will circulate among the university’s main 
campus, as well as Wichita State South, WSU Tech and the Eugene M. Hughes Metroplex 
Complex. 

 

Learn more about the battery-powered Shocker buses 

  

 
 

  
 

  

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19727/Shocker-branded%20buses%20hit%20the%20streets%20of%20Wichita.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


Wichita State, USD 259 partner to help children with Tenacious 
Men program 

Third grade is not too early to learn to tie a tie, discover a love of math and direct a young life on 
the right path. 

“We want to be part of the solution,” said Dr. Kevin Harrison, community engagement coordinator 
for the Office of Military, Veterans and First Responders at Wichita State University. “We believe 
there are no bad kids. There may be some kids who have made some bad decisions. There may be 
kids who have been in bad situations. We want to see if we can help kids change that trajectory.” 

Read more about Tenacious Men 
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https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19727/Wichita%20State%2c%20USD%20259%20partner%20to%20help%20children%20with%20Tenacious%20Men%20program.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y
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Wichita State committed to Regents' Building a 
Future plan 

 

Yesterday, we welcomed our students back to campus — 
both virtually and in-person — for the first time in 2021. It’s 
a beautiful and uplifting vision to see so many Shockers’ 
faces in the Rhatigan Student Center, on our beautiful 
campus, in classrooms, and in Zoom meetings. And even 
more heartwarming is seeing everyone observing our 
COVID-19 health and safety precautions: wearing masks, 
physical distancing and handwashing. We have almost 
100% compliance, which tells me that our students, faculty 
and staff care about their own health, as well as protecting 
those around them. Keep up the good work, Shockers! 
 
Several months ago, the Kansas Board of Regents adopted 
a new strategic plan called Building a Future. This plan, 
much like our own strategic plan, prioritizes our state’s 
families, businesses and economy: 
 
Provide opportunity for affordable, accessible and impactful education 
We are working hard to make sure we keep tuition affordable by keeping down costs as 
much as possible and raising private funds for need-based scholarships. We know the 
most important step we can take to support our community and Kansas is to provide 
educational opportunities for the citizens in our own backyard so they can go on to live 
productive lives for themselves and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Read more of Dr. Muma's message 
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Wichita State celebrates Black History Month 
 

While Black history occurs every day, we use February to emphasize and highlight the 
achievements and success of Black Americans. We invite you to take part in the 
numerous Wichita State University programs taking place throughout the month.  
 
The Office of Diversity and Inclusion (ODI) invites you to engage with their Black History 
Month programming. The office has partnered with several organizations to host a variety 
of programs throughout the month. For a complete list of ODI events, 
visit wichita.edu/odievents or contact the office at 316-978-3034 or diversity@wichita.edu. 

 

ODI's Black History Month events 

  

 

Additionally, Dr. Marché Fleming-Randle, chief diversity officer at Wichita State, will be 
leading a series of events: 
 
Tilford Talks, sponsored by Textron Aviation, will be hosted by Riccardo Harris and Dr. 
Kevin Harrison, and in the spirit of traditional Tilford initiatives, will hold true to the mission 
of inspiring and promoting equity awareness at Wichita State, while also exploring the 
challenges to educating diverse student populations. 

• 1-3 p.m. Feb. 19 — register here. 
• 1-3 p.m. Feb. 26 — register here. 

 
Coffee & Convo, sponsored by Textron Aviation: Engage in conversations around factual 
and relevant issues that deal with current events in the community and our nation. 

• 12:30 p.m. Feb. 25 — register here. 
 
After registering, all attendees will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. 
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Team explores link between artificial intelligence and 
quantum computing 

 

For three decades, an interdisciplinary team at Wichita State has been exploring how 
machine learning – also known as artificial intelligence – can maximize the potential of 
quantum computing. 
 
Quantum computing applies the understanding of quantum physics – the behavior of 
energy and matter at its most basic level – so that computations may be performed at 
unprecedented speed, solving problems of exceptional complexity that cannot be solved 
by conventional computers. 
 
Led by Dr. Elizabeth Behrman, a professor of physics and a pioneer in the field of 
quantum computing, and Dr. James Steck, professor of aerospace engineering, the group 
currently has seven faculty actively involved. 

 

Read more about quantum computing research 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19774/Team%20explores%20link%20between%20artificial%20intelligence%20and%20quantum%20computing.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


  

Kansas City student awarded 
full-ride Sexton Scholarship to 
attend Wichita State 

Neymara Freeman — a senior at 
Sumner Academy of Arts & Science in 
Kansas City, Kansas — has been 
named the 2021 Linwood Sexton 
Scholarship at Wichita State University. 
Neymara, who plans to study business 
economics at Wichita State, participates 
in her school’s speech and debate team 
at a national level, teaches debate to 
middle school students, is a youth 
leader in her church, and has competed 
in the NAACP’s Afro-Academic, 
Cultural, Technological and Scientific 
Olympics. Her career goal is to become 
a business attorney. 

Read more about Neymara 

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

FAA awards Wichita State $684K to study unmanned aerial 
systems 

 

Wichita State University will receive $684,000 from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) for three programs aimed at increasing safety measures for the use of unmanned 
aerial systems (UAS). 
 
The awards are for fiscal year 2021 and include $464,000 to lead Small UAS (sUAS) Mid-
Air Collision (MAC) Likelihood studies; $120,000 to support the Validation of Visual 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19774/Kansas%20City%20student%20awarded%20full-ride%20Sexton%20Scholarship%20to%20attend%20Wichita%20State.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


Operation Standards for sUAS; and $100,000 to support High-Bypass UAS Engine 
Ingestion Tests. They will be conducted through the National Institute for Aviation 
Research. 

Read more about UAS research at Wichita State 

Couple's $3.5 million estate gift will provide scholarships 
for students with financial need 

A Kansas couple has pledged an estate gift of $3.5 million to the WSU Foundation to 
endow a general scholarship fund for Wichita State University students who demonstrate 
financial need. 

The couple asked to remain anonymous. They commented that: “WSU has been 
important to our family, and we want to assure that future students continue to have 
access to transformational educational experiences at the university.” 

Learn more about this gift 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19774/FAA%20awards%20Wichita%20State%20%24684K%20to%20study%20unmanned%20aerial%20systems.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19774/Couple%e2%80%99s%20%243.5%20million%20estate%20gift%20to%20provide%20scholarships%20for%20students%20with%20financial%20need.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y


MDL connects with capitol for COVID-19 testing 

Wichita State University’s Molecular Diagnostics Lab (MDL) is partnering with the Kansas 
capitol in Topeka to keep the state functioning during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As of early January, the MDL began processing thousands of tests per week for the 
people who work and visit the Kansas State Capitol in Topeka — including legislators, 
staff, the media, lobbyists, or conferees. 

“I am excited and appreciative of the National Institute for Digital Transformation’s 
Molecular Diagnostics Lab at WSU to provide testing during this legislative session 
helping keep our community healthy while we do the Kansans’ businesses,” said Ty 
Masterson, president of the Kansas Senate. 

Read about the MDL's work with the capitol 

Disposable stethoscope emerges from Wichita State's 
COVID-19 relief efforts 

A Wichita State University-based program aimed at aiding frontline workers in the fight 
against COVID-19 has resulted in the formation of a new Wichita startup company and a 
premium disposable stethoscope. 

The Single Patient Stethoscope™ from Ad Astra Medical Devices, LLC, boasts a sturdy, 
lightweight design engineered for maximum performance in today’s demanding medical 
environments. Marketed as the Ad Astra MD Gen2, the stethoscope provides high 
acoustic quality at a budget that allows for single-patient use. 

The origins of the Ad Astra MD Gen2 disposable stethoscope lie within Wichita State’s 
National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR). 

Learn more about this Shocker innovation 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19774/Wichita%20State%20MDL%20connects%20with%20capitol%20for%20COVID-19%20testing.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19774/Disposable%20stethoscope%20emerges%20from%20Wichita%20State%27s%20COVID%20relief%20efforts.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y


Faculty shows commitment to diversity education 

In response to student interest, Wichita State is focusing on developing new courses 
focused on diversity. 

Currently, Wichita State offers more than 330 courses with diversity content. Additionally, 
two-thirds of the first-year seminars offered are flagged with diversity content, and about 
95% of students complete at least one diversity course while pursuing their degree. 

“There’s been a growing interest among students wanting to be able to take diversity 
courses and have that content more widely available,” said Dr. Carolyn Shaw, associate 
vice president for strategic enrollment management. 

Read more about diversity education at Wichita State 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19774/Faculty%20members%20show%20commitment%20to%20diversity%20education%20at%20Wichita%20State.pdf?sequence=9&isAllowed=y


Video celebrates 125 years of Shocker spirit 

The Office of Strategic Communications invites you to view a video to celebrate 
Wichita State University’s first 125 years of innovation and education. To stay up-
to-date on all the university’s videos, subscribe to Wichita State’s YouTube 
channel. 

Subscribe to the Shocker YouTube channel 
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Speaking Freely event promotes free expression 
 

Wichita State University is where debate, differing ideas and 
difficult conversations are encouraged and deserve consideration 
and protection. We take seriously our obligation to seek out a 
variety of ideas in our efforts to flourish as an institution.  
 
It’s our duty and part of Wichita State’s value system to teach our 
students the lessons of responsibility that accompany the right of 
free expression. When we welcome a diverse set of opinions, 
experiences and ideas, we grow as global citizens and increase 
our understanding of the world. 
 
At the end of this month, Wichita State will be hosting the 
Speaking Freely panel to further promote free expression. This 
discussion will highlight and rejuvenate Wichita State’s 
commitment to promoting and nurturing thoughtful expression of 
diverse ideas across our campus. 
 
Speaking Freely on Freedom of Expression will kick off at 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 31. The 
panel will be moderated by Dr. Lee Pelton, president of Emerson College and a Wichita State 
alum. 
 
The panelists will be Christine Hughes, retired vice president and general counsel of Emerson 
College; Tyson C. Langhofer, senior counsel and director of the Center for Academic 
Freedom with Alliance Defending Freedom and Wichita State alum; and Dr. Neal Allen, 
associate professor and chairman of political science at Wichita State. 

 

 

 

 

 

Read more of Dr. Muma's message 
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In the News at Wichita State 
 

Real Talks encourage respectful discussion of tough topics 
 

Five minutes of scrolling through social media and it is easy to see that civil discourse is 
becoming the exception instead of the rule. Wichita State University’s Office of Diversity and 
Inclusion (ODI) is working to change that through Real Talk discussions to promote respectful 
dialogue among people with varying viewpoints. 
 
“It’s teaching the art of being able to have a good conversation, where I don't have to agree or 
be an echo chamber, but I can actually — if I truly want to understand a different ideology or a 
culture or a person — respond in a respectful manner,” said Danielle Johnson, assistant 
director of ODI. 

 

Read more about Real Talks 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Wichita State professor 
offers advice on teaching 
about controversial topics 

Dr. Neal Allen is no stranger to controversy, 
nor are his students. In fact, he prides 
himself on teaching his students to freely 
engage in civil discourse on highly 
contentious topics. 
 
Allen, professor and chair of the Department 
of Political Science at Wichita State 
University, teaches Law and Political Power 
and directs the university's Washington, 
D.C., and Topeka intern programs. He says 
there’s lifelong value in teaching students 
how to have mature, insightful conversations 
about contentious topics — particularly when 
it comes to their future career paths. 

 

 

 

Learn more about Dr. Allen's teaching advice 

  

 

 

  

 

  

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/Real%20Talks%20encourage%20respectful%20conversations%20on%20tough%20topics.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/03-march/neal_allen_2.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/03-march/neal_allen_2.php
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/Wichita%20State%20professor%20offers%20advice%20on%20teaching%20controversial%20topics.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


Two women win innovation award for business startups 

Wichita State University’s Center for Entrepreneurship (CEI) has granted two students 
the Women for Women's Innovation Award — one who wants to create an app to help drivers 
in the event of a car crash, the other who wants to open a boutique for sustainable clothing. 

The Women for Women's Innovation Award was created in 2020 to support women leaders 
and entrepreneurs in moving their ideas, said Nancy Kersenbrock, assistant director at 
Wichita State’s CEI. 

“This award identifies women entrepreneurs and provides that elusive early support to move 
their idea forward," Kersenbrock said. “The fact that this is being funded by Wichita State 
alumni illustrates the belief that our extended Wichita State family has in our future 
entrepreneurs.” 

Read about Angelique and Michele's innovations 

ANGELIQUE BANH 

https://www.wichita.edu/academics/business/entrepreneurship/
https://www.wichita.edu/academics/business/entrepreneurship/women-for-women-scholarship.php
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/Two%20students%20chosen%20as%20recipients%20of%20women%27s%20innovation%20award.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


Governor to speak at Diverse Women's Summit 
 

The Department of Women’s Studies, in a partnership with the Office of Diversity and 
Inclusion and League of Women Voters of Kansas, will hold the annual Diverse Women’s 
Summit of individuals and groups from different backgrounds on local, regional and global 
diversity issues affecting women and gender on March 8. 
 
The daylong event will culminate with a keynote address from Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly. 

 

Learn more about the Diverse Women's Summit 

  

 

 

   

  

Wichita State makes Brown its head basketball coach 
 

Wichita State announced last week that Isaac Brown is the new head coach of Shocker 
Basketball. Brown has agreed to a five-year deal. He is the first Black men's basketball coach 
ever to lead a Division I program in the state of Kansas. 
 
"I'm excited for the players and I'm excited to be the coach at such a great basketball school," 
Brown said. "I want to keep things going. We want to compete to be at the top of the league 
every year." 

 

Read more about Coach Brown 

  

 

 

   

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/Wichita%20State%20hosts%20annual%20Diverse%20Women%27s%20Summit.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/RH_Wichita%20State%20Makes%20Brown%20Its%20Coach.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y


Wichita State aerospace grad wins Black Engineer of the 
Year Award 

When Prince Yengbe came to Wichita State University from his home country of Ghana in 
2007, he wasn’t entirely sure what aerospace engineering was, but he knew he wanted to be 
part of it. 

Now, after earning a bachelor’s (2012) and a master’s degree (2015) in the subject, Yengbe is 
being honored with the Modern-Day Technology Leader Award by the 2021 Black Engineer of 
the Year Award (BEYA) STEM Conference. 

Learn more about Prince Yengbe's award 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/Wichita%20State%20aerospace%20alum%20wins%20Black%20Engineer%20of%20the%20Year%20Award.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y


  

Wichita State congratulates scholarship winners 
 

February was packed with announcements for some of Wichita State's most prestigious 
scholarships, and Shocker Nation is eager to welcome the new class of freshmen award 
winners into our community. Click on the links below to read about a few of the scholarships 
and their recipients. 
 

• Harry Gore Memorial Scholarship: Alondra Valle from Dodge City, Kansas; Annie 
Wasinger from Hays, Kansas; and Braden Webb from Overland Park, Kansas. 

 
• Clay Barton Scholarship: Trinity Soderstrom from Italy. 

 
• Doris and Ralph Klose Scholarship: Caleb Bartlett, from Bel Aire, Kansas; John 

Bergman, from Wichita; Zaiylah Bronson, from Leavenworth, Kansas; Nate Dao, from 
Wichita; Kaitlyn Helmut, from Towanda, Kansas; Catherine Jessee, from Olathe, 
Kansas; Gabrielle Pritz, from Maize, Kansas; and Knowel Taylor, from Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

 
• Professor Fran Jabara Scholarship: Gavin Dick from Maize, Kansas; and Erin 

Jacobson from Leawood, Kansas. 
 

 

   

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2021/01-jan/gore21_2.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2021/02-feb/barton_scholarship_2.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2021/02-feb/klose_2.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2021/02-feb/wsu-news-Jabara.php


Wichita State's Rémi Chou wins top NSF early career 
researcher award 

Dr. Rémi A. Chou, an assistant professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science, has been awarded a National Science Foundation CAREER Award, the 
most prestigious award granted by the NSF to early career researchers. 

Chou's grant – worth $519,000 over five years – will support his work in bringing more robust 
security to wirelessly transmitted data. 

“The Faculty Early Career (CAREER) Development Program grants are the most prestigious 
awards in support of junior faculty who exemplify the role of teacher-scholars through 
outstanding research within the context of the mission of their organizations,” according to 
NSF. 

Learn more about Dr. Chou's award 
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https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/Wichita%20State%e2%80%99s%20R%c3%a9mi%20Chou%20wins%20top%20NSF%20early%20career%20researcher%20award.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y


Wichita State's MDL offering free COVID-19 testing 

Wichita State University is offering free COVID-19 testing to the public at the Eugene M. 
Hughes Metropolitan Complex. 

Those interested in being tested can drive to the Metroplex at the corner of 29th and Oliver 
streets and stay in their car (follow the signs). They will then call a special COVID-19 testing 
phone number posted in the parking lot, and a trained employee will collect demographic 
information over the phone. 

Learn more about COVID-19 testing at Wichita State 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19842/Wichita%20State%20offering%20free%20COVID-19%20testing.pdf?sequence=9&isAllowed=y


Wichita State professor wins innovation award to create 
accessible comic book app 

Kapow! Zap! Pop! Zoinks! A Wichita State University researcher is working to develop an app 
to make those words come alive for visually impaired comic book readers. 

Dr. Darren DeFrain, associate professor of English and director of Wichita State’s Writing 
Program, has recently been granted $11,000 from the John A. See Innovation Award to 
develop Vizling. 

“We’re creating an app that’s going to allow people who are visually impaired to read and 
understand comics, graphic novels — or anything that's got a visual component along with a 
text component — so that they understand how things are laid out on the page in addition to 
just getting told what's happening,” DeFrain said. 

Learn more about Vizling 
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Strategic priorities fuel Wichita State's growth 

With the arrival of spring, our campus 
has exploded with color. Wichita 
State’s signature tulips are in full 
bloom, and they are a breathtaking 
sight to behold. I hope everyone gets 
a chance to stop by campus to see 
our beautiful gardens. 

The flowers aren’t the only thing 
blooming on at Wichita State. WSU 
itself is thriving with innovation and 
energy. But as we grow, our roots 
remain firmly planted in our three 
institutional priorities, which are 
outlined in our newly created 
Strategic Plan and Priorities 
document. 

Supporting families by providing an affordable education and an impactful 
student experience. This goes right to the heart of our “student-centered” motto. 
We work to ensure everyone who wants a university education has access to 
one. Through scholarships and other forms of financial aid, we work with families 
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to make that dream affordable. We’re in the fifth year of our enrollment plan, 
which has resulted in record freshmen class sizes and a growing diversity in our 
student body. Additionally, the WSU Foundation just completed its capital 
campaign, raising more the $80 million in scholarships to support students. 

Read more of Dr. Muma's message  

 

In the News at Wichita State 
 

   

Panel discussed responsibilities with freedom of 
expression 

On March 31, Wichita State University hosted a panel of academic and legal 
experts, who discussed the responsibilities and roles of public universities to 
promote and protect the First Amendment. It was a rigorous discussion of how 
universities can facilitate important conversations and debate around sensitive 
and controversial topics. If you didn’t get a chance to watch it, you can visit 
wichita.edu/speakingfreely to see the recording. 
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Read more about Speaking Freely  

 

    

   

Wichita State mourns death of President Emeritus 
Eugene Hughes 

It is with great sadness that Wichita State mourns the death of Eugene Hughes, 
former president of Wichita State. President Hughes died on March 10 in 
Flagstaff, Arizona.  
  
President Hughes served as Wichita State’s 11th and centennial president from 
1993 to his retirement at the end of 1998. When he took office, he began a 
campaign for “The Metropolitan Advantage,” aimed at redefining Wichita State’s 
connection to the community – a pillar we hold near and dear to our mission to 
this day. 

Read more about President Hughes  
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Aerospace engineering grad student awarded 
prestigious NSF fellowship 

Brittany Wojciechowski, a Wichita State University Ph.D. graduate student in 
aerospace engineering, has been awarded the prestigious National Science 
Foundation’s (NSF) Graduate Research Fellowship (GRF), which is worth more 
than $120,000. 
 
“To me, this fellowship means hope,” Wojciechowski said. “It shows me how far I 
have come and my potential for how far I can go. When I started my college and 
my research careers, I would not have imagined applying to this fellowship, let 
alone receiving the fellowship.” 

Learn more about Brittany Wojciechowski  

 

    

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19900/Wichita%20State%20aerospace%20engineering%20student%20awarded%20prestigious%20NSF%20fellowship.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


   

Shocker baseball, softball swing toward record seasons 

In Shocker Athletics, Wichita State's softball team registered its highest ranking in 
program history. With a 24-5 start, the team is sitting at No. 24 in the nation and is 
on pace to shatter almost every record in the program and the conference. The 
team was also recently featured on ESPN’s Sports Center’s list of top 10 outfield 
catches. 

Read more about Shocker softball  

 

Shocker baseball recently played the inaugural game at the newly built Riverfront 
Stadium in Wichita. The $75 million state-of-the-art stadium was recently opened 
in downtown Wichita and is home to Wichita Wind Surge double-A baseball team. 
During last weekend’s game, the Shockers beat Houston 10-1 in front of more 
than 7,500 fans. 

Read more about Shocker baseball  

 

    

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19900/RH_Wichita%20State%20Wins%20Sixth%20Straight.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
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NIAR's ATLAS announces addition of automated 
thermoplastic welding and tape-slitting capabilities 

Wichita State University’s National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR) 
announces the addition of two new technologies to its Automated Technologies 
Laboratory for Aerospace Systems (ATLAS): a fully integrated thermoplastic 
welding system and a prepreg tape slitting and tow-rewinding machine. 

Learn more about NIAR's new capabilities  
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Ingram's magazine names Wichita a top brand in Kansas 

For the second year in a row, Wichita State University is one of the “Top 25 
Brands in Kansas” as recognized by Ingram’s, a Kansas City business magazine. 
  
Ingram’s goal is to “identify brands that have carved out national reputations for 
excellence by drawing on the best of what the Sunflower State offers in its people 
and its business leaders.” 
 
Ingram’s wrote: “For Wichita State University -- the brand means accessibility -- 
it's the state's only urban university -- and it stands for business, thanks in large 
part to specialty programs that tie directly into the economic strengths of the 
primary community it serves: Wichita.” 

Read more about Ingram's nod to Wichita State  
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Make48 Invention competition selects WSU’s GoCreate 
as a flagship event 

With the help of Koch Industries, Make48 is bringing its 48-hour collaborative 
inventor and maker challenge to Wichita. Wichita State University’s GoCreate, A 
Koch Collaborative will host the event scheduled for June 24-26.   
  
Using the same blueprint of the PBS Make48 TV documentary, local Wichita 
teams will be able to participate in the unique fastest-invention competition, which 
helps attendees discover what is possible in 48 hours. 
 
Make48 is a nationwide, invention-competition docuseries that gives teams a 
challenge at the start of a two-day event. With just 48 hours, teams must create a 
prototype, promotional video and a sales sheet and present their idea to a panel 
of judges. The teams have access to a makerspace and numerous Tool Techs 
that can make almost anything, thus allowing everyone to have a level playing 
field and the chance to win. 

Learn more about Make48  

 

    

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19900/Make48%20Invention%20competition%20selects%20WSU%e2%80%99s%20GoCreate%20as%20a%20flagship%20event.pdf?sequence=9&isAllowed=y


Barton School of Business launches immersive 
Executive Education Programs 

The W. Frank Barton School of Business at Wichita State has started Executive 
Education Programs (EEP) aimed at bringing world-class resources, training and 
connections to Wichita’s top executives. 

 “Traditionally, executives who wanted to grow their skills, knowledge or network 
would have to spend a large amount of time and resources to accomplish this,” 
said Dr. Larisa Genin, dean of the Barton School of Business. “With our Executive 
Education Programs, these exclusive opportunities are now available in their own 
backyard.” 

Get more information about the EEP 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19900/Barton%20School%20of%20Business%20launches%20immersive%20Executive%20Education%20Programs.pdf?sequence=10&isAllowed=y
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Congratulations, Shocker graduates!
As with the close of every semester, we celebrate our Shocker 
graduates. But this semester, it’s more than that. 

Though all graduates deserve recognition for earning a degree, 
our 2021 grads accomplished their academic goals under the 
cloud and uncertainty of a global pandemic. 

Your grace, flexibility, and perseverance, during what was 
undoubtedly a hectic year, are applauded by all of Shocker 
Nation. We could not be prouder nor more in awe of their 
success. Congratulations. 

There’s another reason why this particular graduating class is 
special to me: This is my first graduating class since being 
named president of Wichita State University earlier this month. 
Just like I’ve watched our grads grow from students to career-ready professionals for the past 
few years, I’ve had the opportunity to witness the innovation explosion of Wichita State over 
the past 25 years. 

 

Read more of Dr. Muma's message 
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https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19998/Muma_Message.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


In the News at Wichita State 

Meet some of Wichita State's 2021 Shocker graduates 

More than 3,500 Shockers are eligible for graduation in spring 2021. While each of their 
journeys is unique, they all share a common connection to Shocker Nation. Here's what some 
of our graduates have to say about their time at Wichita State and the future.  

Read about Shocker grads 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19998/Meet%20a%20Shocker_Spring%202021%20Graduates.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y


Shocker alum helps lead vaccine strategies at Hunter Health 

The COVID-19 pandemic pushed public health into the forefront and Wichita State University 
graduates such as Tara Nolen are leading the effort. 

“Working in public health – people don’t really know what we do,” Nolen said. “It shone a light 
on what public health is and activated us all. What I’m doing impacts patients and everybody 
every day.” 

Nolen, a 2012 health services management and community development graduate, is a 
community health manager at Hunter Health, which has three locations in Wichita. She 
oversees outreach programs and coordinates COVID-19 vaccines. 

Read more about Tara Nolen 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19998/WSU%27s%20Tara%20Nolen%20helps%20lead%20COVID-19%20vaccine%20strategies%20at%20Hunter%20Health.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


Airline Quality Rating reveals effect of pandemic on airlines 

Customer complaints filed against major U.S. airlines soared amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
even as the carriers generally did better with on-time arrivals and baggage handling during the 
health crisis, according to the annual Airline Quality Rating released today by Wichita State 
University. 

Complaints against the carriers climbed by nearly 400% from 2019 to 2020, driven by 
aggravation over refund requests as many travelers canceled their flights, AQR researchers 
Dr. Dean Headley and Dr. Brent Bowen found. Refund-related grievances amounted to nearly 
83% of all complaints last year, pushing down overall quality scores for most airlines included 
in the report. 

Learn more about the AQR 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19998/Airline%20Quality%20Rating%20reveals%20effect%20of%20pandemic%20on%20airlines.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


Barton School launches Executive-in-Residence program, 
names Spirit AeroSystems CEO as first executive 

The W. Frank Barton School of Business at 
Wichita State University has launched its 
Executive-in-Residence program. This 
program will provide Barton School students, 
faculty and the Wichita community with vital 
perspectives and knowledge from industry 
leaders. Tom Gentile, president and CEO of 
Spirit AeroSystems, will serve as the 
program’s first resident for the fall 2021 
semester. 

Read more about the Executive-in-Residence program 

NASA awards $2 million for professor to study the sun 

https://soar.wichita.edu/bitstream/handle/10057/19998/Barton%20School%20launches%20Executive-in-Residence%20program%2c%20names%20Spirit%20AeroSystems%20CEO%20as%20first%20executive.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y


Wichita State University’s Dr. Nick Solomey, professor of physics, has been awarded a $2 
million grant from NASA for his work on developing a neutrino detector to work in space and 
close to the sun. 

Solomey’s grant was one of five grants NASA announced earlier this month from the NASA 
Innovative Advanced Concepts (NIAC) program. 

Learn more about Dr. Solomey's research 
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