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I. CALL TO 
ORDER 

UNIVERSITY SENATE 

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Minutes of the Special Senate Meeting of December 10, 1979, (Vol. XVI, No. 7). 

Members Present: Alley, Bardo, Brewer, Childs, Dreifort, Duell, Graham, 
Greenberg, Ingmire, Irish, Kasten, Kehoe, Kenyon, Kukral, McBride, McKibbin, 
Mohr, Myers, Olivero, Paolillo, Schrag, Scriven, Soles, Stevens, Thomann, 
Welsbacher, Zandler, Perel. 
Members Absent: Aagaard, Felkner, Foster, May, Nelson, Parker, Poe, Rodgers, 
Shimerda, Tasch, Tejeda, Terrell. 

The meeting was called to order immediately following the regular Senate 
meeting which was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

Senator Perel asked whether there was sufficient time for the Senate to act 
before the PERB board met. 

President McBride said he couldn't answer that question. 

Senator Perel mentioned that President McBride had filed a statement with the 
PERB board as an interested party. 

President McBride added that he had done so on behalf of Faculty Senators 
and the Senate, to cover all bases. 

Senator Perel asked whether the general faculty, without prior notice of 
intent, could present a statement to the PERB board. 

President McBride responded that he couldn't answer that, but that the PERB 
board would pay attention to parties of interest. 

Senator Alley said he thought the PERB board would take into consideration 
evidence from the faculty. 

Senator Kasten pointed out the dangers of any group of faculty banding to
gether and publicizing a position. 

Senator Duell suggested that those persons included in the unit according to 
the 1975 Welfare Committee definition be polled in writing, and that the 
results be used for the information of Faculty Senators. 

President McBride pointed out the difficulties of conducting such a poll. 

Senator Greenberg argued that such an action was unnecessary. He referred 
the Senators present to the previous Senate action when the Sendate did not 
rescind the 1975 Welfare Committee definition, but decided not to decide 
whether to include chairpersons in the unit. 

Senator Irish asked what exactly di d happen. 

Senator Thomann cited the minutes of April 17, 1978, and April 24, 1978, in 
which a move to rescind the 1975 Welfare Committee definition was changed to 
a substitute motion to decide not t o decide. 
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Senator Duell recalled that this action reflected the Welfare Committee's 
statement that it didn't have a position on chairpersons. 

Senator Irish said that it appeared that the decision on chairpersons had 
been put off till now, and that now was the time to decide what to do. 

Senator Perel said it was clear that the Senate had changed its mind from 
deciding to include chairpersons in a potential unit to no decision at all. 

Senator Irish disagreed, saying that it was clear that the Senate had not 
known what to do. 

President McBride suggested that the Faculty Senators meet December 17, 1979, 
to continue the discussion. 

Senator Mohr expressed concern with the shortness of time before the PERB 
board would meet. 

Senator Greenberg concurred, but added that he had received verbal assurances 
from the PERB board that no action would be taken prior to the resumption of 
classes. 

Senator Kenyon questioned whether the declared parties of interest actually 
represented the faculty, and pointed out that if the Senate was representing 
the faculty, Senators might need information about faculty opinion. Senator 
Kenyon added that the faculty he had spoken to favored inclusion of chair
persons. 

Senator Soles suggested that if a poll were taken, that faculty be polled on 
including part-time personnel, as well as including chairpersons in the unit. 

Senator Kasten expressed concern about biasing the poll by means of the 
selection of items in such a poll. There followed a discussion of whether 
there was a genuine need for a poll, and whether Senators did actually 
represent faculty views. 

Senator Greenberg pointed out while the AAUP was making a case for the 1975 
Welfare Committee definition of a unit, the AAUP is ultimately concerned with 
faculty desires. 

Senator Kasten moved that the current Welfa re Committee proposal for definition 
of a mee t and confer unit be adopted. Senator Alley seconded the motion. 

Senator Duell asked about the rationale for including part-time and temporary 
persons in the unit. 

Professor Jim Clark, Chair of the Welfare Committee, replied that they formed 
a community of interest with f ull time and permanent faculty. 

Sena tor Irish moved to amend the definition proposed by t he We l fare Committee 
by deleting ''Departmental Chairpersons'', (1.4 from bottom). Senator Paolillo 
seconded the motion. 
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Senator Ingmire raised the question of whether a quorum was present. 

Senator Mohr referred the Senate to Senator Kasten's motion during the 
regular Senate meeting, which authorized the present body to act on the 
Welfare Committee proposal. 
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Senator Childs summarized previous discussion of whether chairpersons should 
be in or out of the unit as reflecting the ways chairpersons and collegial 
responsibilities were viewed. Senator Childs then speculated that one way 
of retaining collegiality might be to exclude chairpersons, thereby creating 
more collegiality in the administrative structure. Senator Childs stated 
that he opposed inclusion. 

Senator Graham asked about the intent of Senator Irish's motion. 

Senator Irish replied that he endorsed the Welfare Committee proposal with 
the addition of including chairpersons in the unit. He based his position 
on the principle of including those persons with a real interest in being 
in the unit, and on the significant symbolic effect of including chairpersons, 
since this sharply distinguishes the notion of a chairperson from that of 
departmental head. 

There followed a discussion of whether chairpersons fit the characterization 
of faculty offered in the first sentence of the Welfare Committee definition . 
It was pointed out that while this may vary between colleges, in Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, chairpersons fit the characterization. 

Senator Kehoe pointed out that if Senator Irish's motion were passed, the 
last three lines of the proposal would require amending. 

Senator Kenyon raised the question of whether part-time persons ought to be 
included, since he knew of cases in which part-time faculty did not share 
interests with full-time faculty. 

Senator Soles pointed out that at WSU there were a significant number of part
time faculty who had served the university for many years , and whose interests 
were clearly identifiable with those of full-time faculty. 

Senator Duell moved the previous question. Senator Alley seconded the motion. 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

Senator Mohr reminded the Senators of Senator Kehoe ' s remark, and urged Sena
tors to act on it innnediately after the vote. 

The motion to delete "Departmental Chairpersons" from the Welfare Committee 
definition was approved. The vote was taken by a show of hands, with 11 in 
favor, 10 opposed. 

Senator Mohr asked what the Welfare Committee intended by the last 3 lines 
of the proposal. 

Senator Bardo moved that the proposal be amended to read "excluding chairpersons" 
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Professor Clark pointed out that the last three lines took cognizance of the 
law. The Administration can designate positions as supervisory. 

Senator Kukral offered a friendly amendment that the last three lines be 
deleted, an "and" added before "ROTC personnel" and the proposal be terminated 
with a period after "ROTC personnel." Senator Bardo accepted the friendly 
amendment. 

Senator Graham moved the previous question and the motion was seconded. 

The motion to amend was accepted. 

Senator Duell spoke against adoption of the amended Welfare Committee proposal, 
on the grounds that it did not significantly differ from the 1975 Welfare 
Committee definition, and that consequently the Senate should let the 1975 
statement stand. 

The meeting was recessed at 5:30 p.m. until 3:30 p.m., Monday, December 17, 
1979 . 
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