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Coronavirus Updates
For information, go to wichita.edu/covid.

Who are we? We’re Shockers!

The hisory of Wichita State is built upon big ideas and the undaunted dreamers who
turned them into reality.
From the streets of Wichita to the far corners of space, Shockers have proven time
and time again that, at Wichita State, anything is possible. It was with this in mind
that the university set out to create a strategic plan that capitalized on Wichita
State’s unique DNA in a way that would leave a lasting impact on its students, its
city,

its region and its world.
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Strategic Goals

STUDENT CENTEREDNESS

Promote holistic student success through a
supportive learning environment in which
all of our

students past, present and future, continually thrive
and grow.

RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP

Accelerate the discovery, creation and transfer of
new knowledge.

CAMPUS CULTURE

Empower students, faculty, staff and the greater
Wichita community to create a culture
and

experience that meets their ever-changing needs.

INCLUSIVE EXCELLENCE

Be a campus that reflects and promotes—in all community
members—the evolving diversity
of society.

PARTNERSHIPS AND ENGAGEMENT

Advance industry and community partnerships to provide quality
educational opportunities
and collaborations to satisfy rapidly

evolving community and workforce needs.

Wichita State by the Numbers

Founded in 1895

Student body from all 50 states, 111 countries, and six
continents

76.8% of our graduates are employed in Kansas

Wichita State Students have 2nd highest earnings out of

Wichita ranks No. 1 of 100 largest US metro areas in
manufacturing jobs as a percentage of all jobs.

Of 100 largest U.S. metro areas WICHITA RANKS #1 in
percentage of jobs involving science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM occupations).



                                

 

Wellness Center 
In January 2020, Student Health Services (SHS) and 
Counseling and Prevention Services  (CAPS) moved into 
the Student Wellness Center in the new Steve Clark 
YMCA on the Innovation Campus. Both departments, 
previously located separately, now share the space for 
comprehensive student health support. 

For SHS, the new location provides almost twice as 
much treatment space, including additional exam rooms, 
a larger laboratory, and dedicated triage and procedure 
rooms. This space and community partnerships is used 
to provide students with free dental screenings and STI 
testing. SHS also implement new services for 
transgender health, hormone replacement, PrEP for HIV 
prevention, and a hybrid service model for in-person and telehealth appointments. 

Both SHS and CAPS are open from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday and offer 
discounted services for currently enrolled students. Students can call 316-978-4SWC 
(4792) with questions or to schedule an appointment. 

Student Health Services provides low-cost, confidential services ranging from routine and 
preventative care to managing acute illnesses and minor injuries. Detailed information 
about all services provided can be found at wichita.edu/studenthealth. 

 

Read more 

 

https://www.wichita.edu/services/studenthealth/index.php
http://www.wichita.edu/studenthealth
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/01-jan/student_wellness_center_5.php


                                

 

Linda Harl, an aerospace engineering junior, manages the Aerospace Projects and Prototyping 
Lab in John Bardo Center, paid by the NASA in Kansas Jump Start program. 

NASA in KS 

Linda Harl, an aerospace engineering junior, manages the Aerospace Projects and 
Prototyping Lab in John Bardo Center, paid by the NASA in Kansas Jump Start program. 
The NASA in Kansas grant awarded $2.8 million to advocate for STEM education and 
fund internships and scholarships for students. 

Read more 

 

School of Digital Arts 

Wichita State’s newly created School of Digital Arts is serving as a catalyst to launch 
students’ amination careers. 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/05-may/nasa_in_kansas_grant_3.php


                                

 

November 20, 2019  

WSU creates new School of Digital Arts 
By WSU Strategic Communications [excerpt] 

 This new addition to the College of Fine Arts comes on the heels of impressive growth within 
the BAA program, which is housed in the state-of-the-art Shocker Studios production facility. 

Justin Rorabaugh, director of Shocker Studios, said the initial goal when the BAA program was 
developed in 2017 was to help move the College of Fine Arts firmly into a 21st century 
educational model. The new program did just that, not only meeting the growing desire among 
college students to major in media arts disciplines, but exceeding all expectations. 

“We anticipated a modest enrollment of around 60 to 75 students by year five,” Rorabaugh says. 
“We are thrilled to be at the 2 ½ year mark with nearly five times that amount already.” 



                                

  

 

Convergence Sciences 
Wichita State University announced the inaugural 
awardees of the highly competitive President’s 
Convergence Sciences Research Initiative. The initiative 
is an effort to bring together the intellectual curiosity 
and strengths of faculty and students from a range of 
disciplines and give them the support to develop 
research programs that drive the diversity and growth 
of the Kansas economy while addressing global 
challenges.  

Read more 

 

 

 

NSF Grant 

Navigating around a city or inside a building isn’t always as 
simple as tapping on the Google Maps app. For some people 
with disabilities, it can be nearly impossible. Dr. Vinod 
Namboodiri, professor of electrical engineering and 
computer science at Wichita State University, is building an 
infrastructure to make getting around a bit easier.  

The National Science Foundation (NSF) has awarded more 
than $1.1 million to Namboodiri and his team to create a 
community-wide wayfinding system for people with 
disabilities. he team includes Dr. Nils Hakansson, associate 
professor of biomedical engineering, and researchers from 
Kansas State University, Texas A&M University, the Envision 
Research Institute, and the City of Wichita. 

Read more

 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/09-sept/convergence_sciences_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/07-july/NSFgrant_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/07-july/NSFgrant_9.php


                                

First-Year Research Experience 

In its second year, the First-Year Research Experience (FYRE) program engaged 16 
incoming freshmen in STEM research opportunities across campus. FYRE was created 
to allow incoming freshmen to spend a week engaged in research-focused academic 
sessions and lab experiences. FYRE students learn and apply collaborative research 
practices, expand scientific communication skills, explore the features of art in science, 
experience Wichita State housing, and engage in campus social events. 

Read more
 

 

NIAR’s Digital Twin program is working on two Blackhawk helicopters and a B-1 Bomber 

https://www.wichita.edu/academics/research/undergradresearch/fyre.php
https://www.wichita.edu/academics/research/undergradresearch/fyre.php


                                

 
Digital Twin 

Shockers are breathing new life to aging military aircraft through Wichita State’s National 
Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR)’s Digital Twin program.  

“We're taking old military assets, taking them apart piece by piece, cleaning the pieces up, 
scanning them in, and then digitally reassembling them,” said Dr. Melinda Laubach-Hock, 
NIAR’s director of sustainment and a Wichita State graduate.   

Currently, NIAR’s Digital Twin program is working on two Blackhawks and a B-1 Bomber. 
The insights gained through the digital assembly provide valuable data to those who 
might work to maintain and repair similar aircraft in the future, and it will give the U.S. 
Department of Defense more autonomy to analyze its own aircraft. 

Read more 

 

 

Minority Mental Health 

Inneke Vargas, a participant in the Wichita State Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate 
Achievement Program, who graduated in 2020 with a degree in psychology and a minor 
in criminal justice, conducted a comparative study exploring the satisfaction rates of on-
campus mental health services among minority and non-minority students for her senior 
capstone and research methods course.   

Her focus was on bringing awareness to the mental health stigma amongst minorities, 
particularly African Americans. Her life experiences, like being raised by a “single-parent 
black women,” she said, made her realize that culturally, they aren’t taught to speak about 
how they feel. Inneke’s research uncovered that it’s a mindset and a share experience 
among the same minority group.   

Vargas’ interest in psychology developed from simply talking to others about their lives, 
what the human experience was for minorities and understanding that psychological 
stress affects people across generations.       

Read more 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/07-july/digital-twin_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/02-feb/inneke_vargas_5.php


                                

 

 

 

 

The WuShock sculpture in front of the Steve Clark YMCA and Student Wellness Center. 

WuShock sculpture 
A first-of-its-kind WuShock sculpture was unveiled and dedicated Sept. 15, at the entry 
plaza of the Steve Clark YMCA and Student Wellness Center. The 8-foot bronze sculpture 
is the creation of local artist Wade Hampton, who worked with WSU Athletics and Clark to 
capture his vision in sketch form, and local artist Connie Ernatt, who transformed the 
drawing to the final bronze sculpture. 

Read more 

 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/09-sept/wu_shock_sculpture_6.php


                                

Faculty awards 

The University Faculty Awards recognize faculty who are setting the gold standard for 
teaching, research and creative activity at Wichita State University. 

Read about the university’s 2020 recipients 

 

Campus growth 

Wichita State is continuing to grow and expand with new partners, infrastructure, and 
sculptures. 

Read more 

 

Community garden 

The seeds were sown for a community garden during a brainstorming session at a 
Student Government Association (SGA) retreat. Now it’s taking root on the Wichita State 
campus. The community garden is a plot of land located northeast of Ahlberg Hall. 
Students, faculty and staff will be able to grow and harvest crops. The garden will be run 
by volunteers and will be completed by late summer. 

 

 The community garden belongs to the 
Wichita State community. 

Madi Laughlin  
president of the Green Group 

From left to right: Morgan Cusick, Quinn 
Rhodes, Maya (the garden mascot), Madi 
Laughlin and Ryne Carballo working in the 
garden before social distancing measures 
we put in place.  

Read more 

 

https://www.wichita.edu/faculty/awards/current_recipients.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/construction_4.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/05-may/Co_garden_story.php


                                

 

Pride index 
Wichita State University has earned a near-perfect score for its support and inclusion of LGBTQ 
students from Pride Index, which is a national benchmarking tool for colleges and universities to 
create safer, more inclusive campus communities. 

On a scale of one to five, Wichita State earned a rating of 4.5 stars. 

“This score reflects the intentional work of not only the Office of Diversity and Inclusion (ODI), 
but of the entire university to be a supportive and inclusive campus for LGBTQ+ students,” said 
Alicia Sanchez, director of ODI. 

Pride Index rates universities in eight categories in reference to LGBTQ students: policy 
inclusion, support and institutional commitment, academic life, student life, housing and 
residence hall life, campus safety, counseling and health, and recruitment and retention. 

Sanchez said the Pride Index ranking can be an indicator to help future students decide to enroll 
at Wichita State. 

“This ranking helps prospective students learn about our institutional commitment to LGBTQ+ 
inclusive policies, programs and practices,” she said. “While we have a high ranking, it’s 
important to note, the work does not stop. It’s ongoing and there is always room for 
improvement.”     

Read more 

Student Body President 

The newest student body president wants to ensure that there is inclusivity and a welcoming 
environment for a vastly diverse campus       

Read more 

https://www.wichita.edu/services/odi/
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/Pride_7.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/Pride_7.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/04-april/student_body_president_5.php


                                

 

Linda Rhone 

When Dr. Linda Rhone walked across the Wichita State University campus as a freshman in the 
1970s, she had no idea that she would one day add a Ph.D. to the end of her name and serve the 
university as director of TRIO Student Support Services (SSS). 

Read more 

 

TRIO 

Wichita State’s TRIO programs help connect first-generation, limited-income students with vital 
educational support systems to help them succeed. 

Read more 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/rhone_1.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/09-sept/TRIO_7.php


                                

 

Boats & Bikes 
Boats & Bikes, which is managed by Shocker Rowing, opened to help Wichita State do its 
part to get Wichitans moving on and around the Arkansas River. The group rents paddle 
boats, kayaks, stand-up paddleboards, Trikkes and scooters.   

“We want to activate the river,” Wichita State rowing coach Calvin Cupp said. “If I want 
people to be interested in rowing and support rowing, then we need them here for other 
reasons. Then they’ll see the rowing, then they’ll see what opportunities there are for them 
to do it recreationally.”    

Boats & Bikes is housed the River Vista Apartments at 150 N. McLean Blvd. and is part of 
a public-private partnership among the City of Wichita, the development group of River 
Vista and Wichita State.   

Read more 

 

.                                  
Jennifer Dawn, owner and developer of Jenny Dawn Cellars 

https://www.wichita.edu/athletics/rowing/boats_and_bikes.php


                                

Wichita Winery 

For Wichitan Jennifer Dawn, her passion for growing grapes and creating wine inspired a 
new Wichita business. And, she says, it’s all thanks to what she learned through the 
Center for Entrepreneurship’s LaunchPrep program.  

Jenny Dawn Cellars opened in late 2019 in the newly renovated space in Union Station. 
Wichita State’s LaunchPrep helped provide Jennifer with the tools and mentorship 
needed to get her business off the ground.   

“I had an idea to grow grapes in Wichita and an idea to make wine in the city, but I didn’t 
know how to combine the two together,” Jennifer said. “LaunchPrep and my mentors 
helped get me to where I am today.” 

Read more 

 

Shock the School 

Faculty and students from Wichita State’s School of Education help create an outdoor 
classroom at Irving Elementary School in Wichita as part of Shock the Schools, a give-
back initiative in partnership with Wichita Public Schools to thank the schools that host 
pre-teaching interns from Wichita State. Shock the Schools participants also spent an 
afternoon at Washington Elementary working with students so the teachers could take a 
well-deserved break before the holidays, and they created a sensory room at Cloud 
Elementary for kids who need time to calm down and regroup. Photos for this are the 
TEAMS project. Holler at me if you need help finding them. 

Learn more about the School of Education 

 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/01-jan/jenny_dawn_cellars_10.php
https://www.wichita.edu/academics/applied_studies/School_of_Education/index.php


                                

 

Deloitte 
Deloitte and Wichita State University announced the launch of  

The Smart Factory @ Wichita, a groundbreaking and immersive 
experiential learning environment that will accelerate the future of 
manufacturing as innovation and new technologies continue to 
reshape operations and the modern enterprise.  

Read more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deloitte will soon 
take occupancy of the Partnership 7 building on WSU's Innovation Campus. 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/09-sept/deloitte_wichita_state_smart_factory_9.php


                                

 

Woolsey Hall 

Alumni, donors and officials from Wichita State University gathered Thursday, Oct. 22 for 
a groundbreaking ceremony at the future site of Wayne and Kay Woolsey Hall, the new 
home for the W. Frank Barton School of Business. In a statement, Barton School Dean 
Larisa Genin told students the facility will be a place “where you will explore your full 
potential and ambitions.” 

Read more 

 

 

 

 
NIDT 

In an effort to help diversify and grow the economy – while providing an important 
platform for creating new academic and applied programs for students – Wichita State 
University is moving forward on a facility to house the National Institute for Digital 
Transformation (NIDT) as part of Wichita State’s Convergence Sciences initiative. 

Read more 

 

NIAR grant 

The National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR) at Wichita State University announces 
a new $13.5 million award from the U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Development 
Command Aviation & Missile Center (CCDC AvMC) for continued applied research on 
emerging materials for high-speed missile applications. 

Read more 

 

 

 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews-releases/2020/10-oct/groundbreaking_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/08-aug/convergence_sciences_building_story_9.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/missile_research_9.php


                                

 

Memorial 70 
The 50th anniversary to commemorate those who died in the 1970 Wichita State 
University plane crash in October.  

Read more 

 

 

 

 

Camarena Gift 
 

Gene and Yolanda Camarena are well known for helping underserved Kansas youth 
improve their lives through education and other causes. Now the Wichita couple is 
enhancing that legacy with a $1 million gift to Wichita State University to give students of 
color opportunities they otherwise might not have. A little more than half of the 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/09-sept/memorial_11.php


                                

Camarenas’ gift pledge, $520,000, will provide high-impact scholarships to 20 Latinx and 
African American students each year for the next four years. Wichita State will match that 
investment in full as part of its mission to provide affordable and accessible educational 
opportunities to underserved students. 

Read more 

 
Wooley Scholarship 

Almost 70 years after John and Colleen Wooley first met as 
students at the University of Wichita, they have established a 
legacy that will touch the lives of Wichita State University 
students for generations to come. The couple’s $2.2 million 
estate gift will provide more than $100,000 in scholarships each 
year for students with financial need.  

Read more 

 
Baseball art 

Lawrence-Dumont Stadium largely defined baseball in Wichita for 84 years. That sense of 
permanence attracted artists to contribute to the projects that will decorate Riverfront 
Stadium, Wichita’s new home for professional baseball. Wichita State University’s art 
community plays a significant role in the look that will highlight the motion of athletes, 
balls and bats that characterize the sport. 

Read more 

 

Clinic in a Can 

A Shocker alumnus builds customized medical units within an 8-foot wide by 20-foot long 
shipping container to care for patients on every continent. 

Read more 

 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/09-sept/memorial_11.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/09-sept/peri_widener_gift_3.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/stadium_11.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/06-jun/Clinic_in_a_Can_Wawrzewski_11.php


                                

 

 

 

MDL 
Wichita State’s newly build Molecular Diagnostics Lab can process up to 32,000 COVID-
19 tests per week. Rick Muma, interim president of Wichita State, said “This pandemic 
has brought forth uncertainty and an unprecedented set of challenges throughout the 
world, but the MDL will be one of our state’s best weapons for combatting and reducing 
the spread of COVID-19. 

Read more 

 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/10-oct/MDLopening_9.php


                                

 
Biology students 

COVID-19 turned Human Organism, Biology 106, into a current events class with art, 
music and poetry added to help students learn about and deal with the pandemic. 

• Wichita State students use art, music and poetry to learn about the COVID-19 
world during a biology class. 

• Dr. Mary Liz Jameson wanted students to use creativity during the class. 
• One project featured students making masks and posting selfies  

 

Read more 

 
Groutas 

Bill Groutas, Wichita State University medical chemist, is part of a team that has 
published a study showing a possible therapeutic treatment for COVID-19. 

• Wichita State University medical chemist Dr. Bill Groutas is part of a multi-
university team to research treatments for COVID-19. 

• The study was published in the Aug. 3, 2020 issue of Science Translational 
Medicine. 

• The study reveals how molecule protease inhibitors show potency against human 
coronaviruses. 

Co-collaborators on the research include teams lead by Bill Groutas at Wichita State University 
and Stanley Perlman at the University of Iowa, and Scott Lovell at the University of Kansas. 

"Drs. Groutas, Perlman and Lovell brought decades of experience to our research team," Chang 
said. "We would not have been able to come this far without important collaborations with our 
colleagues at other institutions." 

“Our studies have demonstrated proof-of-concept, and we are excited about our partnership with 
CoCrystal Pharma to explore the development of this series of compounds as COVID-19 
therapeutics,” Groutas said. 

The new compounds in the publication are exclusively licensed and being developed Cocrystal 
Pharma for COVID-19.   Read more 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/05-may/biologyclass_5.php
https://www.k-state.edu/media/newsreleases/2020-04/cocrystal_extend42520.html
https://www.k-state.edu/media/newsreleases/2020-04/cocrystal_extend42520.html
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/08-aug/COVIDstudy_9.php


                                

 

Stands proudly 
In 2020, Wichita State University celebrated 125 years 
of excellence.  

• Wichita State University started as Fairmount 
College in 1895. It is celebrating its 125th 
Anniversary in 2020-21. 

• Events ranging from history months to 
innovation contests to athletics will mark the 
anniversary, both with in-person and remote 
gatherings. 

• July will celebrate the university's link to Wichita, which is marking its 150th 
birthday. 

 

Read more

 

Graphic novel 

“A Walk with Wu” is a graphic novel that chronicles the eyes of Wichita State University’s 
history. 

Read m 

https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/07-july/wsu125_6.php
https://www.wichita.edu/about/wsunews/news/2020/07-july/wsu125_6.php


                                

 

NCAA highlights 
The COVID-19 pandemic shut down college athletics in mid-March, just as things started 
to heat up for Wichita State.  

• The men’s basketball team was 23-8 and about to 
start American Athletic Conference Tournament 
play in Fort Worth. The Shockers had a chance to 
play in the NCAA Tournament for the eighth time in 
nine seasons. 

• The women’s basketball team finished 16-15, its 
first winning season since 2015. A win at Intrust 
Bank Arena over Oklahoma highlighted the non-
conference schedule.    

• Shockers baseball jetted to a 13-2 start under new 
head coach Eric Wedge. They built a 12-game win 
streak – longest for the team since 2008 – when the 
season ended.   

• Winny Koskei earned AAC Women’s Cross Country 
Runner of the Year for a second straight season. 
Koskei, a junior, repeated as conference champion 
in 2019 and finished third in the NCAA Midwest Regional and 47th in the NCAA 
Championships.    

 



                                

 
Aliphine Tuliamuk heads toward the finish line in the 2020 U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials. 

Aliphine Tuliamuk 

Olympian It has been quite a journey for Tuliamuk, who 
came to Wichita State from Kenya in 2011 to run and 
study nursing.   

In February, she won the 2020 U.S. Olympic Marathon 
Trials with a time of two hours, 27 minutes, 23 seconds in 
Atlanta. She qualified to run in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, 
which were postponed a year by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As a Shocker, Tuliamuk won NCAA All-American honors 
13 times in track and cross country, highlighted by 
finishing second in the 10,000 meters in the 2013 NCAA 
Outdoor Championships. She became an American 
citizen in 2016.    

"Making the Olympic team will be my way of showing my 
gratitude to this beautiful nation that has given me so much," she said on NBC in 
February.  
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