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NEW SENATE 1981-1982 

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY SENATE 

AGENDA 

Meeting Notice: 11 May 1981, 126 Clinton Hall, 3:30 p.m. 

Order of Business: 

I. Calling of the Meeting to Order 

II. Informal Proposals and Statements 

III. New Business: 

Introduction of New and Re-elected Senators 

· Election of Officers 

IV. Adjournment 
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JJ 1s -r~ i' .bu red. 

. Results of an Investiga.tion of 

Allegations Concerning the 

Basketball Program at Wichita State University 

Reported by 

The Kansas City Times 

by 

Or. Dwight o. Murphey 
Associate Professor of Administration 

Vice 

Or. Martin M. Perline 
Professor of Economics 

Dr. James J. Rhatigan 
President for Student Affairs 

and 
Dean of Students 
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Introduction 

This report constitutes a response to a number of allegations 

made in the Kansas City Times on February 2, and February 3, 1981, 

involving the Wichita State basketball program. 

The articles alleged that players had received large gifts of 

cash; free clothing; free airline tickets; forgivable loans; that a 

player's family had received help in purchasing a new home and perhaps 

one or two automobiles; that coaches had arranged and paid for the 

abortion of a player's girlfriend; that a coach had falsified receipts 

for his personal gain. 

On February 6, 1981, President Clark D. Ahlberg announced the 

appointment of a committee to examine these allegations and to report 

its findings. The committee has consisted of Dr. Dwight D. Murphey, 

Associate Professor of Administration; Dr. Martin M. Perline, Professor 

of Economics; and Dr. James J. Rhatigan, Vice President for Student 

Affairs and Dean of Students. Mr. David Price, Commissioner of the 

Missouri Valley Conference, served as consultant to the committee. 

In the weeks since the committee was named and the completion 

of this report, taped interviews have been conducted with approximately 

forty persons; numerous individual interviews have also been conducted, 

and lesser contact was made with yet others. In sum, nearly 300 per

sons have contributed to the investigation, providing information 

ranging from a single fact of corroboration to an interview which 

lasted nearly four hours. 

j 
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The reader should be made aware at the outset of certain limita

tions the committee had to face. This kind of investigation enjoys 

no subpoena power 1 no ability to administer an oath 1 and lacks court

enforced discovery procedures. We were unable to gain access to cer

tain records that would have been helpful, and a . key person in one 

aspect of the story refused to talk. with us at all. 

These cumulative disadvantages slowed down the investigative pro

cess by requiring inquiries far in excess of what otherwise would have 

been necessary. 

After -considerable discussion as to how to present these findings, 

the most straightforward approach was selected. By simply chronicling 

what we have found, however, the reader will not be able to gain an 

• understanding of the connective tissue which would give .additional 

meaning to all that has transpired. 

In general, the Times allegations cannot be corroborated. Some 

of the charges are demonstrably untrue; others are suspect in terms of 

the web of contradiction and implausibility that surrounds them; still 

others are . made in such insubstanti_al form that credibility becomes a 

dominant issue. In this latter instance, a charge is clearly made but 

there are no surrounding events either remembered or presented that 

would lend themselves to corroboration. 

In a recent news story, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher reminds 

us that, "It is very often impossible to prove innocence ••. That is why 

in our law the burden of proof is placed upon those who. seek to establish 

• guilt and not on those who defend innocence." Regrettably, in the pres

ent situation, guilt has been imputed. 
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In the sections that follow, the committee will be reporting its 

findings with regard to the allegations contained in the Kansas City 

Times. The reader should know that additional allegations have sur

faced in the course of .the investigation by the committee. It has 

been impossible for the conunittee both to pursue these additional mat

ters and to provide a timely report on the Times' allegations. The 

additional allegations will be fully investigated and the findings of 

the committee provided to President Ahlberg. At this point in time, 

the additional allegations are neither proved nor disproved. The com

mittee members are in agreement that a release of such allegations 

would be irresponsible, since they may cause injury even though. some 

or all of them may prove without foundation. All information that the 

conunittee has received or will receive is being given to the Commissioner 

• of the Missouri Valley Conference and to -the President of the University. 

We are aware that the NCAA is conducting an investigation of its 

own. Should that inquiry result in official action on the part of the 

NCAA, further work will be required of the institution. It is not possible 

to speculate on the extent to which the NCAA inquiry overlaps with the 

material found in our report. Thus we must leave open the possibility 

that it will introduce us to facts or persons of which we are presently 

unaware. Should this occur we will adjust our findings accordingly. 

The committee wishes to thank Commissioner Price for joining the 

investigation as our consultant. He was able to hear most of the major 

testimony in person in the two full weeks he was with us. His advice 

in the conduct of our inquiry and in responding to our intial draft 

• is certainly appreciated. 
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Richard Williams 

Over sixty percent of the charges made in the Times· center 

on Richard Williams. The Tillies. falls into hyperbole with 

respect to his allegations: "Plane tickets, according to the 

athletes, were front cabin, the wardrobe cut of the finest cloth." 

Except for Richard Williams there are no allegations in the Times 

dealing with first-class ·air travel or clothing. 

Mr~ Williams provided the committee with a number of alle.ga

tions, and his testimony and this report may well become confusing. 

Before reporting the conunittee's findings, then, a table deaiing 

with the several charges is offered as a point of reference. Also 

the exact wording of the Times' allegations are set out for the 

reader's convenience. 

See table on following page 
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• Chart of Richard Williams' Allegations 

Spring Semester Summer Fall Semester 

At Job ~-4 weeks Clothes Didn't go 
Connors Evergreen home - $700 from home at 

78 State Recreation from Coach Alex- Christmas 
College Center Jones for Sandra's break 

airfare & $425 
extras 

Called Dr. Fromm $300 
Jones $50 loan 
got $300 from 

bank 

Went home Worked Month at Didn't go 
with Roman at home home at 

79 Welch at Beech before Christmas 
spring Aircraft fall break 
break semester 

. Got $300 $800 from 
from Jones . 
Coach Bought 
Jones one-way 

ticket; 
$300 for 

$290 his 
loan Mother 
from 
bank 

Player 
I 

brings 
$315 1st 

.. class 
ticket 
from David's 
to Beech 
Aircraft 

i through ,. 

Coach Jones I 
I 

' I 
I 

Removed I 
! 

• from team I 

on 1-5-80 
i i 
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• "Williams. said he got a $315 airline ticket with a check 

written on the account of David.'s, Inc. 1 a department store chain 

that also contributes generously to the athletic program. 'The 

$315 was exactly what I needed to fly one way (to Florida), first 

class,' Williams said." . · {Kansas. City Times, February 2) . 

The check was sent to Mr. Williams, he testified, from Coach 

Jones through a former player. Both players worked at Beech 

Ai~craft during the summer of 1979. It would have been delivered, 

according to Mr. Williams, on his last day of work, which we have 

established was July 23, 1979, or perhaps the day before. 

The former player told the committee he did not deliver any 

envelope; message, or check from Coach Jones. We asked him if 

he was certain of this and he responded affirmatively. This is 

in agreement with Coach Jones' denial of the allegation. 

Mr. Williams testified that the financial instrument was a 

check, but he later said it was a money order. He s·aid it was 

made out to Braniff, but then indicated uncertainty as to whether 

the payee was Braniff or himself. In any case, he definitely re

called David's name being on the instrument1 across the top. In 

his own. words: "All I remember fis) that David's was across it; 

I know that for a fact. 11 He said he thought he endorsed it at the 

airport. 

The committee determined that David's uses no such financial 

instruments. All checks or any other financial instruments are 
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• issued, without excep.tion., from MFY Industries., Inc.,, the par.ent 

company . of David.ts.. On the chance that Mr. ·Williams' memory was 

faulty on this point, the MFY Corporation checked their com

puterized print-out in .the presence of Dr. Murp.hey covering a 

time period from the inception of MFY to the pres.ant.. T.he record 

shows no check or money order or any· other financial instrument 

to a Richard Williams or to Brani.ff Airlines {or variations of 

these names). 

Braniff International was able to make only a limited in

vestigation of its records, but reported to the conunittee that 

"our records fail to show any purchase of a ticket from Braniff 

by a Richard Williams between July 24, 1979, through July 26, 1979." 

• It is possible that Mr. Williams flew to Florida on a later date, 

but that would no~ be consistent with the timing that he indicated 

to the committee. 

• 

• "On another visit home to Florida, Williams said, he received 

$800 in cash from Jones. 'He (Jones) told me to keep the $500 and 

give $300 to my mother, Lydia Mae Williams,' Williams said. 'I 

d~d. '" 

The above item ($800) deals with Mr. Williams'- summer trip home 

in 197 9. He said he bought a one.-way ticket with the money, and 

gave $300 to his mother, as requested by Coach Jones. Commissioner 

Price reminded him that this was the. same time he said he got the 
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• first-class tick-et from David's. Mr. Will.iams said . . that perhaps 

he had his times con.fused. Dr. Murphey then prepared .the table 

above for our second meeting wi.th Mr. Williams so he could shift 

the items arowid after studying them, and. which Or. Murphey went 

over with him item by item. Since Mr. Williams had already 

plugged in the previous sununer ('78)., the following. spring ('79), 

and hi$ inability to go home for Christmas the two years he was 

• 

• 

a team member ( '78-' 7 9) , he simply said he couldn't resoJ. ve the 

matter. This leaves.the obvious dilemma: Why buy a plane ticket 

when one had been provided by Coach Jones? 

As concerns the $300 gift to Mrs. Williams, Commissioner 

Price and Dr. Rhatigan made calls on separate occasions to Mrs. 

Williams and she told each of them she had not received this (or 

any) money from Richard while he was at Wichita State. 

The committee asked if Mr. Williams was ever refused money 

by Coach Jones. He replied in the negative, but said once he 

asked for $300 and got only $200. He said it was in the spring 

of '80. The committee asked if this was the year he was removed 

from the team. Mr. Williams agreed, but said he was still on the 

team at the time. 

Mr. Williams was removed from the team, however, on January 5, 

1980. When a committee member said of the 1980 date, "When you 

were off the team?" he changed to 197.9 but concluded by sayin.g, 

"Come to think of it, it must have been the spring semester of 1980 ••• " 

which was his final testimony . 
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• "Williams said he received $50 from Fromm at a party in his 

home in 1978. At another Christmas party •••• " 

This allegation from the Times, relating to a Christmas party 

at Dr. Arthur Fromm's home in 1978, would seem to lend additional 

weight to the allegation by Auguster Jackson that he was given money. 

by Dr. Fromm at a party at the Fromm house on December 14, 1978. 

In his testimony before the committee, however, Mr. Williams 

removed this link by telling the story in a very different way 

than the Times reported. He said that in approximately August 

or September of 1978 he and Roman Welch had gone to Dr. Fromm's 

house on a week-end and had received $50, which they had split 

• between them. Welch had called Dr. Fromm before going·, Williams 

told us. 

• 

Dr. Fromm denies this ever occurred. There is no corroborative 

potential. The discrepancy between the Times' version and Williams' 

testimony before the committee is, of course, pertinent to an 

evaluation. 

•"In another instance, when Williams wanted to travel home, 

he said Jones gave him $700 in cash. Neither 'Jones, nor anyone 

else connected with the university or the athletic department, re

quested that I pay the money back,'" Williams said • 
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This alleged. violation was said by Mr. Williams to have 

occurred in the summer of 1978. The money was given behind closed 

doors, according to Mr. Williams' testimony. He said that Coach 

Jones got the money on certain occasions · (we did: not, clearly 

establish which ones) from his desk drawer. Mr. Williams was 

W1certain as to which desk drawer but thinks it was on the right 

side of the desk. The committee interviewed three secretaries, 

Mrs. Willa Hayes (retired), Ms. Jan Conyers (now at East High 

School), and Ms. Randi Zlab (the current secretary), and all of 

them report knowing of no sums of money other than small change 

in Coach Jones' office, in a desk, or elsewhere. There is nothing 

presently in Coach Jones' desk which would safeguard any large 

sum of money, nor do any of the three secretaries report having 

• seen large sums in Coach Jones' off ice. 

• 

•"And in yet another instance, Williams said he was home in 

Florida when he called Jones and told him he needed $300. 

Three days later I received in the mails . $300 in cash. It was 

inside a white envelope and wrapped in yellow paper.'" 

Coach Jones denies having sent this or any other money to 

Mr. Williams. 

While testifying before the committee, Mr. Williams told of this 

$300 without connecting it in any way to the $700 allegation which 

we have just discussed and which was supposed to have been for the 
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the same trip home. 'l'his. is another of the dual explanations he 

made with regard to· cash, tickets or bank loans for his three 

trips home while he was a player. 

• "He said he got two loans of $300 each from the Boulevard 

State Bank in Wichita •••• ' I never paid the money back,' Williams 

said. ' I was never directed to do so. ' " 

Mr. Williams received two bank loans while a player. The 

first, for $300, was on December 15, 1978. The second, for $290.00, 

was received on March 9, 1979, which would approximate the date 

Mr. Williams alleged he received $300 from Coach Jones for his trip 

home at spring break. Mr. Williams. says he did not repay the 

loans. Bank records show the loans were paid on October 16, 1979. 

The committee asked Mr. Williams about the purpose of the 

two loans. He ·said one was for "a plane ticket" and the other, 

"I guess I just blew it." Since Mr. Williams was unable to go home 

either December ('78 or '79) we conclude that the loan for the 

plane ticket was the loan on March 9, 1979. Mr. Williams testified 

with certainty, however, that he had gone home by car with Roman 

Welch, another player, during the spring break of 1979. He never 

expressed any doubt about this, discounting the suggestion that 

perhaps the trip with Mr. Welch might have been in the sununer of 

1978. The committee is left with . a double explanation (the loan 

and the $300 cash from Coach Jones) for the spring trip home in 1979 • 
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Roman Welch, however, did not arrive in Wichita until the 

summer of 1978, and left for Wright State in Dayton, Ohio, where 

he enrolled in the winter quarter, in January of 1979. Thus he 

was never on the Wichita State University campus during any 

spring break period. 

• "Williams said he received $425 worth of clothes from a 

store that employs the wives of Smithson and Bredehoft. Later, 

Williams recalls, '(Coach) Jones told me the store management. was 

angry because I had such expensive taste in clothes.'" 

Mr. S. A. Ammar, the owner, denies giving Mr. Williams any 

clothes and is not aware that he has ever met Mr. Williams • 

Mr. Williams told us he visited the store once, in the fall of 1978 • 
• 

Mr. Ammar is not a Wichita State University basketball fan. 

He does not have a season ·ticket and is not a member of any booster 

group at any level. Nonetheless, he has relatives who are major 

contributors. Coach Jones buys clothes there, and Mrs. Bredehoft 

(wife of the Athletic Director) and Mrs. Smithson (wife of the 

head basketball coach) work there part-time. 

Mr. Williams said that Coach Jones sent him to the store, 

but Coach Jones denied this to the committee. Mr. Williams told 

us that a former graduate student would corroborate giving him a 

ride to Alex-Sandra's. The man was asked if he remembered an oc

casion in which he ever took a player to a clothing store. He said 

no. He was then asked whether it would refresh his memory if he 
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knew the store. was Alex-Sandra.' s. Be said .that he had never heard 

of the store. Be was. then told .that the player. was Richard 

Williams. Be said that he had never taken Richard Williams to 

any place like that. Be. was asked. if he knew Richard Williams 

and he answered affirmatively. 

Mr. Williams alleges he received several items while he. was 

at the store. The first item was a $250 leather coat, tan, three

quarter length, size 44 extra long: Size 44 extra long would seem 

to be Mr. Williams' size, but in two calls to his home in Florida 

where the coat is presently, Mr·. Williams' mother and brother both 

said the coat was marked 44. We do not know if the coat fits 

properly as we haven't seen it. 

Mr. Williams told the committee he had saved a tag from the 

coat indicating the price of $250, which he said was in the pocket. 

A tag was there but reads, "Siegfried, Fine Sports and Leisure 

Wear." According to Mr. Williams' brother it contained no identifi

cation numbers, no store identification, and no price. Mr. Ammar 

is uncertain as to whether he ever carried the Siegfried brand. 

If, indeed, he carried the Siegfried brand, Mr. Ammar knows 

that he did not purchase it after 1976, his first year of business 

in Wichita. In response to a question as to what t he chances were 

that he would still have such a coat in 1978, he responded that 

the odds would be 100-1 that he did. not. 

Mr. Williams permitted us access to slacks and shirts he said 



• 

• 

-14-

he got at Alex-Sandra's. Two of .the shirts are Damon and the 

slacks are Sans-a.-Belt. These are "openn brands carried in many 

places in Wichita, including Alex-Sandra's. 

Mr. Williams said he also got a shirt which is designated 

"Career Club Tall Man," which is a 16~ 6". Mr. Ammar does not 

think he ever carried a Career Club in this size, but felt he 

should not say so conclusively because this was two and one-half 

years ago. 

We had Mr. Williams draw a map of Alex-Sandra's location. It 

contained inaccuracies, but since Mr. Williams said he had been 

there only once, the description was close enough for the com

mittee to feel he had been there • 

In reference to Mr. Williams in the Times he i s said to have 

indicated that Alex-Sandra's was where Mrs. Smithson and Mrs. 

Bredehoft worked. Mrs. Bredehoft, however, did not begin work 

until 1979, nearly a .year after Mr. Williams said he was there. 

He could not have used her as a point of reference unless he had 

been given an update. 

Before closing this section, it should also be observed that 

the Times quotes Mrs. Bredehoft (wife of the Athletic Director) 

as saying, "We're not in the business of giving away free clothes." 

The reporters' visit; was on January 6, 1981, and Mrs. Bredehoft did 

not work at the store on that date. Ms. Pauline Abraham actually 

made the statement, and she state s that the r eporters never asked 

her name. 
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Lawrence Howell 

Mr. Howell reported receiving $250 for plane fare to California 

after the end of the basketball season, 1979. He also reported 

receiving $30 at a Christmas party given by a booster in 

December of 1978. He did not report any further violations to 

the Times, nor to the investigating committee. 

Mr. Howell said he received the $250 from Coach Shore, which 

the coach denies. Mr. Howell said he asked for it in order to 

visit his son in California during spring break, 1979. He said he 

did purchase the ticket to Los Angeles, "probably from TWA" but 

returned it "before the spring break" because of unforeseen com

plications that prevented his going. Mr. Howell said tha.t he got 

a cash refund. 

When Bruce Smith {a former player) testified, he indicated that 

he was Mr. Howell's roommate at the time. He said that he recalls 

Mr. Howell packing and leaving for California, and that Mr. Howell 

was gone about a week. This would have supported Mr. Howell's 

testimony if Mr. Howell had told the story as it appeared in the 

Times. It contradicts it, however, in light o.f Mr. Howell's change 

from the Times' version. 

The committee determined that the basketball season ended at 

New Mexico State during the post-season tournament on March l, 1979. 

The last day of classes before spring -break was March 9 {a Friday), 

the official date, March 11. 
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TWA retains records of refunds to customers. The com

mittee learned that no refund was made to a Lawrence Howell or 

any other person with the last name Howell by TWA for the entire 

month of March, 1979, for Wichita or any other location TWA 

services. 

We asked about the cash refund. The procedure, as we under

stand it, is that TWA prepares a refund ±nstrument. If sufficient 

money was available at the counter, it is possible that the in

strument could have been cashed immediately at the TWA counter. 

The other major airline carrier from Wichita to Los Angeles 

is Continental Airlines. Even though Mr. Howell did not indicate 

purchasing a ticket from Continental we checked with their re

fund department, which is located in Los Angel·es for all service 

areas. Their records show no refund to a Lawrence Howell any time 

during 1979. 

In evaluating the plausibility of the allegation about the 

$250, the committee has noted that this gift would have occurred 

after Mr. Howell had completed his eligibility as a player. 

The allegation concerning the Christmas gift will be covered 

in a later section • 

. I 
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Tyrone Aughburns 

The Kansas City Times reported that Tyrone Aughburns received 

$164 for a one-way plane ticket to New York, in May, 1979, and 

further received a small amount of cash from Coach Jones at a 

Christmas party. This story was enlarged in the Wednesday, 

February 4, issue of the Wichita Eagle and Beacon. In that story 

it was reported that he also received a round-trip ticket for the 

spring break, 1979, in addition to the ticket reported in the 

Times. Aughburns also was quoted as saying he was paid small 

amounts of cash - in the $10-$20 range - at parties for Shocker 

supporters, parties he said players were pressured to . attend. 

During his testimony to our committee, Mr. Aughburns initially 

testified that he received two round-trip tickets home (in 1978 

and 1979) as well as the final $164 ticket reported in the Times' 

story. After some confusion, Mr. Aughburns' final testimony was 

that he got a plane ticket home at spring break, 1978. This was 

furnished by Assistant Coach Murphy.. Further, he got a bank loan 

for a ticket at spring break, 1979; and finally, got a one-way ticket 

to New York in May of 1979. It should also be noted that this 

narrative was rather confused as related by Mr. Aughburns. On one 

occasion he listed two different methods of financing one trip 

home. When told this by a committee member he changed his story 

and finally related it as it appears above. 

According to Mr. Aughburns all of the players who lived out 

of town may have received a plane ticket in 1978. He specifically 
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noted Bruce Smith, Richard Williams, Auguster Jackson, and Lawrence 

Howell, and added per~ps Ronnie Ryer. We note that none of this 

was reported by the Times, nor later in Mr. Aughburns' comments to 

the Eagle and Beacon. 

In terms of this latter allegation, it should be indicated 

that Richard Williams was not attending WSU in the spring of 1978. 

Jackson, Howell, and . Smith contributed to ~he Times story and failed 

to mention this violation, nor did any of them report it in their 

inclusive testimony to the committee. Likewise., in an inter-

view with Ronnie Ryer it was testified that he had received 

nothing. It should be pointed out that at one point Mr. Aughburns 

did say that perhaps Smith and Howell got money rather than tickets. 

• Neither student reported receiving money in 1978 to the committee 

nor did this appear, in the Times. 

• 

Mr. Aughburns said the tickets for the spring break (1978) were 

picked up at ·the basketball . office from the secretary, "an older 

woman." This woman was Willa Hayes, now retired, whose credibility 

has never been questioned by anyone. She denies this ever hap

pened. Assistant Coach Murphy denied authorizing the purchase of 

a ticket for Mr. Aughburns. 

Coach Murphy further testified that all travel arrangements 

were made through Mrs. Hayes and that the Athletic Department had 

an exclusive arrangement with Sunflower Travel. The committee 

confirmed this later • 
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Mrs. Hayes does not remember specifically ordering any 

tickets for Tyrone Aughburns. Sunflower Travel retains records 

from 1978, and a search of their records did reveal a prepaid 

ticket for Mr. Aughburns for a trip from New York City to Wichita 

on March 21, 1978. There is no indication of who paid for this 

ticket, but the WSU Athletic Business Office indicates no payment 

for a plane ticket from January 1 - June 30, 1978. The conunittee 

is further pursuing this issue and there is some concern as to who 

paid for the ticket. 

Mr. Aughburns' next report of a plane ticket was for the 

spring break in 1979. He said he and Richard Wi lliams got a bank 

loan at the Boulevard State Bank for the trip. The ticket supposedly 

• was purchased at the airport, from TWA. Mr. Aughburns said he 

thought he would have to repay the loan but he. never did. Records 

from the Boulevard State Bank reveal that a loan was made to 

• 

Mr. Aughburns on March 9, 1979, and it was repaid on September 25, 1979. 

The alleged violation dealing with the final trip home in 

May, 1979, supposedly involved Coach Shore. Tyrone f ound out the 

price of the ticket, which he says was about $164, and Coach Shore 

gave him this amount in cash at Coach Shore's home. Coach Shore 

denies having done this. There were no witnesses, thus the com

mittee has no corroborative potential. 

Finally, in spite of Mr. Aughburns' statement to the Eagle 

and Beacon concerning parties he was pressured t o attend, h i s 

testimony to the committee dealt with only the open house 
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at Aetna Mobile Homes, and one other party or open house he at

tended at Dr. Fromm's. where players were invited to eat and relax 

after a game. No former or present player except Mr. Aughburns 

has complained about this, nor has anyone testified that they were 

pressured to attend. If there was any mandatory affair . . it .. w.as .~t.he 
/ 

kick-off event held each year at a local synagogu~. Still, players 

were free to go after they had eaten. Mr. Aughburns made no men

tion of this in his testimony, and we are uncertain as to whether 

he attended the kick-off event. In general, Mr. Aughburns con

veyed a deep anger toward boosters. He felt dehumanized by them, 

said they were phbney. We asked how he came by this strongly held 

view if he had only attended two such events during his career. 

He replied that they were "always hanging around" Henry Levitt 

Arena. He denied being the person who reported_ feeling like "raw 

meat," indicated in the Times story. The only money referred to by 

Mr. Aughburns in his discussion with the committee was $20 received 

at a party at the Aetna Mobile Homes party. This will be dealt with 

later in the report • 
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Auguster "sarge'' Jackson 

Auguster Jackson's testimony closely follows the story printed 

in the Times on February 2, 1981. He told the committee that he 

had received $500 in an envelope from Dr. Arthur Fromm, a local 

physician, on his recruiting. visit to Wichita. He also said he 

received two "loans" of $300 each from Coach Shore, and once got 

$20 from Coach Jones at a Christmas gathering at Aetna Mobile 

Homes. All payments with the exception of the $20 were in the 

form of $100 bills. 

The committee finds that none of these assertions has been 

proved by the available evidence. As to the $500 gift and the two 

loans, Mr. Jackson has made allegations that are supposed to have 

• involved no witnesses. The lack of witnesses means that there is 

no possibility -of corroboration or refutation from another person. 

The evaluation must turn, then, on the plausibility of the allega

tions and the credibility of Mr. Jackson. The matter of the $20 

will be discussed in a later section. 

• 

Dr. Fromm is uncertain as to whether he even held an open 

house on December 14, 1978, the night of the game Mr. Jackson 

attended during his recruitment visit. Neither Dr. Fromm nor his 

wife keeps records of this type, nor is he aware of anyone attend

ing his open houses who keeps records. Casting some doubt on this 

par.ty is the fact that Dr. and Mrs. William Eckert held a party 

on this same evening and Mrs. Eckert testified that not only did 

team members from Wichita State University attend but so did the 

South Dakota team. 
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The committee is sa.tis£ ied .tha t Auguster Jackson has been 

in Dr. Fronun.1 s home# as Mr. Jackson. said he had been there more 

than once and described it accurately. We asked. what he remembered 

about the visit and among other things he said there was snow on 

the ground. John Xobar# a former player, testified he had seen 

Auguster Jackson at the Fromm house. We asked when this might have 

been and Mr. Kobar said: it was in the wi nter as he remembered snow 

on the ground. Yet the National Weather Service reports no snow 

on the ground, locally, . for December 14, 1978. 

The only other point of corroboration available to the com

mittee was Mr. Jackson's assertion that a former pl ayer, Cheese 

Johnson, gave him a ride back to the motel from the Fromm open 

house. He showed Mr. Johnson the envelope in the car# but did not 

open it. Mr. Jackson said they laughed about it, the clear im

plication being that Mr. Jackson had received something of value 

from Dr. Fromm. 

We asked Mr. Johnson whether he remembered giv ing Mr. Jackson 

a ~ide back to the motel during the week-end Mr. Jackson was re

cruited. Mr. Johnson said, no, he hadn't done that. Dr. Rhatigan 

then went on to say that it might refresh Mr. Johnson's memory if 

he recalled laughing about an envelope shown to him by Mr. Jackson, 

which the latter had received at the open house. Mr. Johnson said: 

"I never did that; why did he say that?" 

It seems. implausible that Dr. Fromm would give Mr. Jackson $500. 

No other players recruited by Coach Smithson and his staff report 

receiving any illegal recruitment inducements from boosters. 
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The second. violation reported by Mr. Jackson. is said to have 

occurred sometime in the. spring of 197:9 when Assistant Coach Rick 

Shore lent him $300 :which was later forgiven. {There is a discrep

ancy in timing between Mr. Jackson.' s tes.timony to the committee, 

which indicated that .this was in .the spring, and the Times report, 

which said that i .t and another loan like "it were both in the fall.) 

Mr. Jackson testified that Coach Shore continually asked for re

payment, but that "I kept stringing him along." Coach Shore denies 

lending the money. 

This is another allegation that involves no independent eye

witness and therefore lacks corroborative potential of that sort. 

Mr. Jackson testified that he paid his rent at the Olde English Manor 

with the money, but the conunittee has found that the rent payment 

records at the Olde English Manor neither prove nor disprove ·· this. 

Nor ·does anyone at the apartments' office recall the payment, even 

though Mr. Jackson said it was made in $100 bills, since the manage

ment has changed hands three times. 

In terms of plausibility, there are at least three factors that 

cause the committee to be skeptical: 

• It does not seem plausible that Coach Shore would repeatedly 

seek repayment, and then give another loan of the same large amount 

(which is the next allegation. we. will discuss). 

• It does not seem plausible, either, that Coach Shore would 

repeatedly seek repayment, as Mr. Jackson's own story recounts, and 
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then casually indicate to forget about repaying it. w.hen Mr. Jack

son's playing days. were over. • 

• Nor does it seem plausible that a sham loan from Coach Shore 

would be made in this fashion at the very same time that cash pay

ments, without any expectation of repayment., . were supposed1y being 

made from Coach Jones' desk drawer and at the very. same time as sham 

loans were being arranged through a local bank. The,pattern does not 

seem credible. 

The final violation reported by Mr. Jackson was another $300 

lean, from Coach Shore, passed along in the same approximate way as 

the first. As such the incident can neither be proved nor disproved. 

The "loan" was a year after the first, or late January - early 

February, 1980. In light of the earlier statements, this additional 

$300 seems even more unlikely. 

Mr. Jackson :tes-tif ied that Richard Williams accompanied him 

when he spent one of the $100 bills from this second loan in buying 

a six-pack of beer and one ot.her item at Beasley Retail Liquors on 

East 21st Street. The store owner could not recall . the purchase. 

Richard Williams was questioned in detail about any recollection 

of having gone to a liquor store with Mr. Jackson, and Williams 

was unable . to corroborate Mr. Jackson's story. 

Mr. Jackson told the committee he needed the money because he 

failed to pre-register and his VA benefits were late. In fact, 

Mr. Jackson did pre-register on November 2.9, 1.97.9, for the spring 

term and his VA check was not late, as reported by our Office of 

Veterans and Military Services. 

,__j 
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While reporting to the committee that he received. the BEOG, 

a guaranteeed. student loan., and: his VA benefits in the. spring of 

1980, he failed .to mention that, he got a $300 short-term loan on 

February, 1980, from our Office of Financial Aids, the approximate 

time of the alleged loan from Coach Shore., and the same amount. 

He also borrowed $200 from his employer., Carlson Mfg. {:where he 

began work on January 25, 1980) on February 4., which has not been 

repaid. This would amount to $800 in that general time period, none 

of which went for tuition, as it was covered by the BEOG and a 

federally guaranteed student loan. 

The January 25, 1980, :-.issue of the Sunflower (the school paper) 

noted that Mr. Jackson had quit the team. That would seem to place 

• the actual date on January 23 or 24, as the paper comes out three 

times weekly. It seems .~ implausible to the committee that Mr. Jack

son could have expected any consideration after leaving the team. 

• 

Mr. John Wright., a reporter. with KFDI radio_., interviewed 

Auguster Jackson on February 2., the day the Times' story appeared. 

Mr. Wright asked Mr. Jackson. if he ever received money from, coaches. 

He said he, "didn't want to get into that." He was asked by the 

interviewer if he ever saw a coach give a player any money and 

Mr. Jackson said, "No, I've never seen a coach give a player any 

money." The interviewer asked Mr. Jackson i£ he ever received 

the promise of money, house, clothing, etc • ., when he was recruited. 

The response; "No, I don't think that I'm that caliber of basket

ball player to get anything like that." The latter two quotes are 

in contradiction to what Mr. Jackson told the investigating com

mittee. 
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The Carr House and Automobiles 

The second Kansas City Times story on Monday, February 2, 

1981, deals with the Carr family and contains no direct charges 

within it against the University. The damage is done by implica

tion. A reader of the Times would believe that the University · 

·had something to do with Mrs. Carr' s good fortune. The essence 

of this story is that Mrs. JoAnn Carr, the mother of Antoine 

Carr, was able within two years to move into a new $62,500 house 

and was able to buy two new cars - a 1979 Thunderbird and a 1981 

Pontiac, as her son's success on the basketball court grew. 

As to the allegations concerning the home~ the committee is 

indebted to Ms. Julie Charlip and five other reporters from the 

Wichita Eagle and Beacon for establishing the needed evidence 

surrounding the purchase of this home. It is clear that a friend 

of Mrs. Carr's was instrumental in her purchase of the house. The 

committee has been provided documentation that a Mr. Don Florence, 

a friend of Mrs. Carr's, withdrew $5,000 from his savings account 

on Decembe~ 26, 1979. The following day, December 27, 1979, 

Mrs. Carr made a $5,000 down payment on the house. This leaves 

approximately $2,500 needed for the closing a year later and 

there is no indication of any University or booster involvement 

either in the $5,000 down payment or in the 1980 closing trans

action . 
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The Times article of February 2 is partially correct in 

noting that the house was purchased through funds from a bond 

issue offered by Sedgwick Gounty, through Mercury Mortgage Com

pany, Inc., but it was not fully reported in the February 2 story 
~ 

that the loan was also approved by the Continental Illinois Bank 

(bond issue trustee), the United Guaranty Insurance Corporation 

(the mortgage pool insurer), and Mercury Mortgage Company, Inc., 

(the local servicer, with headquarters in Tulsa). This would cast 

doubt on the suggestion that her loan received approval whereas 

others in similar circumstances probably would have been refused. 

The Times also reported in its February 2 article, that a day 

after closing on the house, Mrs. Carr took out a loan to buy a 

1981 Pontiac Bonneville. There is no information in our posses

sion, nor does the Times offer any, of any University booster 

involvement in the financing of this automobile. 

The other automobile mentioned in the Kansas City Times story 

was a 1979 Thunderbird. It was wrecked which led to the purchase 
. 

of the 1981 Pontiac. Again we have no evidence of any University 

or booster involvement in its purchase. The co-signer of this 

loan was the same friend of Mrs. Carr mentioned above. We are 

informed by the bank that insurance paid off the loan outstanding 

on this car with some equity remaining. It has been brought to the 

attention of the committee by the Times that Coach Jones was at the 

Boulevard State Bank at the time the loan for this car was being 

negotiated. Coach Jones testified that he did see Mrs. Carr and 
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her friend at the bank on one occasion, spoke with them, but 

played no role in any loan. Certainly his assistance was not 

required as the co-signer has substantial assets • 
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The Abortion Story 

The Kansas City Times reported that, "when the girlfriend 

of a Wichita State University basketball player became pregnant 

a year ago, his coaches quietly arranged for an abortion." 

The story goes on to indicate that coaches (1) handled all 

the arrangements; (2) got the young woman a job at the Boulevard 

State Bank; (3) promised her hush money; (4) reconunended the 

abortion; (5) told her she wouldn't have to worry about expenses; 

(6) called her with the names of two doctors at Wesley Medical 

Center; (7) gave her $6 when she threatened to expose the coaches. 

The committee is unable to report any conclusive findings 

concerning the abortion story. We report below what was learned, 
-. 

part of which casts doubt on the story. 

(1) It should be noted first that the young woman has never 

admitted to the committee that she has had an abortion; the 

basketball player -purportedly involved denies any knowledge of an 

abortion; the basketball coaches have denied playing any role in 

this matter. 

(2) When Dr. Rhatigan attempted by telephone to arrange for an 

interview, the young woman resisted but did acknowledge that she 

and friends had given the Times "some stuff." She supplied the 

name of one such friend, but the second young woman said she had 

not talked with the Times • 
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(3) While trying to - persuade the young woman to meet with the 

committee, a member of the committee asked whether it concerned her 

that the story had caused injury to others. She said she was not 

concerned because the story that appeared bore so little resemblance 

to what she had said that she concluded that the Times must have 

found "the real girl." She gave her attorney the name of a second 

woman student. The committee learned that the second woman was a 

rival for the player's attention. The second woman signed a 

medical release which enabled us to determine her status, and she 

has never .had an abortion. 

(4) The young woman agreed eventually to talk with the committee 

in person. She asked if she could have legal counsel, and the 

• committee agreed to pay for it, feeling that the young woman 

should not. have·. to stand any expense for coming forward. We also 

agreed to respect her continuing anonymity. 

• 

(5) Two members of the committee met with the young woman and 

an attorney. On the advice of the attorney, the young woman would 

not answer any questions concerning the issues surrounding the 

abortion. Thus the committee was denied the first-hand detail 

necessary for corroborating or refuting her story. Nonetheless, 

this conversation took more than one direction. 

(6) In an abrupt change in the second segment, of the conversation, 

the young woman would talk, not that day but the next. She wanted 

first to talk with her parents and. with Coach Smithson. She also 
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~ said she would like to have a reporter present. The conunittee 

members agreed. This plan was eventually dropped by the attorney 

and his client. 

• 

(7) In a third segment of the conversation, the attorney told 

one member of the conunittee that .the young woman would answer 

questions if she were offered a settlement for the mental stress 

and anguish she had experienced. He assured a member of the com

mittee that her answers would be truth£ul and that they would be 

helpful to the University. At the same time he said that there 

were persons at the University or "associated" whose actions were 

"questionable." The committee responded by letter that we · could not 

agree to a settlement, even if a settlement was a proper response, 

as it would appear that we were paying for the testimony • 

(8) The young woman's assertion that she got a job at the Boulevard 

State Bank as a result of intervention by a basketball coach is 

disputed by a second woman who testified that it was she who told 

the first young woman of the possibility. The two were at pool

side at Olde English Manor when the first young woman said she was 

having difficulty finding a job. The second young woman told her 

about the bank, made the arrangements and the appropriate in

troduction, and after the first young woman got the job the two 

of them shared a ride to and from work. 

The second young woman test1fied that no coaches were in

volved whatsoever in these arrangements. Her husband is a former 

• basketball player but he also gave testimony, was unaware of his 



• 
-32-

wife's efforts at the time, and played no role in the matter • 

Officials at the Boulevard State Bank confirm that the first 

young woman was introduced to them in the manner described 

above. 

(9) We have testimony from more than one source that the young 

woman said she was pregnant, and testimony from one person who 

reports that the young woman said she had had an abortion. The 

committee also has infonnation that she stayed in the player's 

apartment for about a month during the period following the date 

that the Times gives for the abortion. 

(10) An official in the facility where the abortion purportedly 

was performed has testified that he is in a position to know, and 

• no Wichita State University coach known to him has ever attempted 

to arrange an abortion for any young woman (nor does he have any 

knowledge of any coach paying for an abortion).. 

• 

(11) The committee has been told by a non-medical source that the 

woman entered the facility as an indigent patient and was not 

billed for the abortion. A medical release would reveal this, 

and one was given to the attorney. He would not permit the young 

woman to sign it . 
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. Other Findings. 

1. The Kansas City Times article said that several players alleged 

that they received small cash gifts, in the range of $10 to $30, at 

Christmas parties held in 1978 and 1979 at Aetna Mobile Homes, 

hosted by Aetna owner, Robert Glasse. 

The committee is d·ivided as to whether to believe such gifts 

occurred. Several former players said they received them, while 

other former and current players said they did not. Different versions 

were told about how the gifts were made, where they were made, the 

amounts of the gifts, and by whom they were given. One player at 

first denied receiving one, but later said that he did; another chose 

to make no comment • 

2. The Times also reported that two players had seen or assisted a 

coach falsify travel receipts. One of the players denied to the 

committee he had seen this, but changed his testimony in a second 

meeting with us. The other player said he helped alter six or eight 

receipts, in the coach's office. These included hotel and meal items. 

Written additions on a printed hotel receipt seemed implausible to the 

committee, and no such alterations were found by the University's 

internal auditor. 

The internal auditor did report some minor discrepancies in 

receipting. This coach travels frequently and it appears that on 

occasion he estimated expenditures for meals in which he failed to get 

an actual receipt. This is technically improper and should not be 

• repeated. No double receipting was involved. We will reconunend that 

a standard per diem be given when a coach fails to provide a receipt 

of actual expenses. 
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Members Present: Aagaard, Adkins, Ahlberg, Bennett, Breazeale, Brewer, 
Carmody, Chaffee, Davis, Devun, Dreifort, Duell, Dunlap, Farnsworth, Ford, 
Greenberg, Isakson, Kasten, Kukral, Malzahn, McKinney, Milbrandt, Millett, 
Myers, Nelson, Pfannestiel, Reed, Rhatigan, Rodgers, Rozzelle, Scriven, 
Sharp, Soles, Terrell, Thomann, Throckmorton, Wilhelm, Williams, Wineke, 
Zablotney, Zoller. 
Members Absent: Bahr, Bardo, Brinkman, Buterbaugh, Childs, · cornelius, 
Graham, Lee, Lowe, Mathis, May, McFarland, McKibbin, Potucek, Tilford. 
Guests: Virgil Pangburn, John McGuire, Jim Clark, Jeff Hunt. 

President Gary Thomann . called the first meeting of the 1981-82 Senate to 
order at 3:35 p.m. 

Former President Kasten presented President Thomann with the presidential 
gavel and expressed his every confidence in President Thomann's ability to 
lead the Senate in the coming year. 

President Thomann expressed his appreciation to Senator Kasten for the 
latter's fine performance as Senate President during 1980-81 • 

President Clark Ahlberg stated that the ad hoc committee investigating the 
allegations made by the Kansas City Times concerning the WSU basketball 
program has issued its public report. Dr. Ahlberg expressed his appreciation 
to the members of the committee. for their excellent performance of an import
ant, painful, and largely thankless task . The committee was appointed on 5 
February and began working on 6 February. Since that time, they have been 
working almost daily (including evenings and weekends), interviewing over 
three hundred persons, . evaluating evidence, debati~g finding$, -discussiqg 
whether, what and how to report. The document released today is factual, 
careful, and scholarly in tone rather than sensational. Dr. Ahlberg noted 
that the very nature of the investigation precluded totally satisfactory 
judgments. Many of the charges consist O)f one person'·s word against another's, 
and involve alleged actions without witnesses or other corroborative potential._ 
Moreover, the committee was not a legal body. It could neither subpoena 
witnesses nor administer oaths. Consequently, some questions remain. However, 
·Mr. David Price, Commissioner of the Missouri Valley Conference , worked with 
the committee virtually full-time in the first three or four weeks of their 
investigation, and he has received all of the committee 's findings since that 
time. Absolutely no evidence has been concealed from Mr. Price. Additional 
allegations surfaced during the investigation, ·but these, too, have been for
warded to the Missouri Valley Conference Commissioner. This report, however, 
is limited to the specific allegations made by the Times. Finally, Dr. Ahlberg 
reported that he has received no official communication from the NCAA regarding 
a formal investigat ion, nor has he received any information as to when the NCAA 
might make such a decision. With that, he introduced the members of the a d 
hoc committee, Dr. Dwight Murphey, Dr. Martin Perline, and Dr. James Rhatigan. 
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Dr. Murphey provided a brief overview of the committee's work and the 
nature of the report. He noted that whereas allegations usually are not 
made public until the NCAA infractions connnittee authorizes a formal in
vestigation, in this case the allegations were made public before the NCAA 
took such action. For this reason, and because the predominance of. evi
dence at this point suggests our innocence, he felt the committee should 
respond publicly to the Times' allegations. Dr. Murphey added, however, 
that new allegations have been made. If corroborated and confirmed, these 
charges could call into question some of the committee's present conclusions. 
Nevertheless, the committee decided to issue the report now and deal only 
with the Times' accusations. They have forwarded the other charges to the 
Missouri Valley Conference Commissioner and they will continue to investigate. 
Dr. Murphey also .advised the Senate that much of the analysis and context 
has been removed from the report. For example, the document does not specify 
that the allegations in the Times came from six players, all of whom had been 
recruited by a previous coach, and all of whom saw little playing time after 
Coach Smithson arrived. They were close friends, and although they certainly 
did not coordinate their allegations, all had reason to be disgruntled. On 
the whole, their allegations cannot be corroborated. The most disturbing 
thing about the new charges is that some of . them come from individuals out
side this disaffected group. Those that the committee has had a chance to 
investigate have not been corroborated, but others have not yet been checked 
out. 

Dr. Rhatigan asked .that copies of the report be distributed to those in 
attendance. He then reviewed the charges made by Richard Williams (see pp. 
4-14 of the report). Dr: Perline commented briefly on the allegations made 
by Lawrence Howell (pp. 15-16), Tyrone Aughburns (pp. 17-20), and Auguster 
Jackson (pp. 21-25). Dr. Murphey concluded the committee's presentation by 
discussing the Carr house and automobiles (pp. 26-28), _the abottion ;story 
(pp. 29-32), the Christmas parties (p. 33), and the issue of falsified 
travel receipts (p. 33). 

President Ahlberg reiterated that although this report may not satisfy us 
totally, the very nature of the investigation precludes such satisfaction. 
The courts often cannot satisfy everyone, and they have much stricter rules 
regarding evidence than does the NCAA. It is very difficult to determine 
precis ely what is fact and what is fabrication in an investigation of this 
·type. 

Senator Zoller asked if the administration has considered issuing guidelines 
to fans. It appears that some fans may have the best of intentions, yet they 
can commit NCAA rule violations in the process. 

Dr. Rhatigan responded that there is a certain irony in this situation. 
Everyone is concerned about exploitation of athletesy but there is a sense 
of exploitation of fans as well. An individual may give a student a gift 
and be praised for his generosity and kindness, but if he is motivated to 
give the same gift to an athlete, he has violated NCAA rules. 

Sena tor Zoller again asked if guide line s wouid be appropriate . 

Dr. Rhatigan noted that we do issue guidelines to athletes, and many of these 
would be easily adaptable to boosters. Perhaps we should consider doing th·is . 
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Dr. Ahlberg concurred with Dr. Rhatigan's analysis. In effect, athletes 
have been put into a special class of students whom it is "dangerous" to 
befriend. 

Senator Davis noted that the report made no reference to "Cheese" Johnson. 

Dr. Rhatigan responded that no allegations by or regarding "Cheese" had 
appeared in the Times. 

Dr. Murphey added that later allegations regarding "Cheese" Johnson (i.e., 
his charging telephone calls to the -Athletic Department) had appeared in 
the Eagle. 

Dr. Rhatigan stated that these charges appear to be true. 

President Thomann, on behalf of the Senate, congratulated and thanked the 
committee on a difficult job well done. 

President Thomann introduced all the new senators. He distributed a list 
of the new SGA representatives to the Senate since the list of senators 
distributed with the agenda contained last year's student representatives. 
He welcomed all the new senators a~d asked them to sign the attendance sheet 
before each meeting. 

President Thomann opened the floor for nominations to the various elected 
offices of the Senate. 

-----, 

Senator Brewer nominated Senator William Mathis for the position of President
Elect of the Senate. 

Senator Sharp moved the nominations be closed. Senator Duell seconded the 
motion. 

The motion carried, and Senator Mathis was unanimously elected President
Elect of the Senate. 

Senator Soles nominated Senator David Farnsworth for the position of Vice 
President of the Senate. 

Senator Duell moved that the nominations be closed and the Secretary be 
instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for Senator Farnsworth. Senator McKinney 
seconded the motion. 

The motion carried. 

Senator Adkins nominated Senator Marilyn Myers for the position of Secretary 
of the Senate. 

Senator Greenberg moved that the nominations be closed and that the Secretary 
be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for Senator Myers. Senator Kasten 
seconded the motion . 

The motion carried. 
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Senator Millett nominated Senator Alan Aagaard to a position on the 
Agenda Committee. 

Senator Soles moved that the nominations be closed and that the Secretary 
be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for Senator Aagaard. Senator 
Duell seconded the motion. 

The motion carried. 

Senator Dreifort nominated Senator Helen Throckmorton to the other position 
on the Agenda Committee. 

Senator Duell moved that the nominations be closed and that the Secretary 
be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for Senator Throckmorton. Senator 
Kasten seconded the motion. 

The motion carried. 

Senator Kasten moved adjournment. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m. 

Dale Schrag, Senate Secretary 
Lucille Brodie, Recording Secretary 
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