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Working hard to advance Wichita State University to
greater heights
In this month’s edition, I hope to share with you some key updates on how Wichita State
University continues to manage during the global pandemic while, importantly, working hard to
advance the institution to even greater heights.
OPEN CAMPUS
While last week was shortened as we honored those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for our
nation, it proved to be a very important week for Wichita State University.
First, our campus welcomed back our faculty and staff on the day after Memorial Day. This
went very smoothly and is a testament to the hard work and dedication of a vast number of
professionals who developed and implemented detailed health and safety plans, reconfigured
offices and open spaces, and created revised business operating plans. While we never
stopped operating as a university during the pandemic and continued to provide our students
with a high-quality education, it was heart-warming to see many of our staff come back on
campus. I am making it a priority to walk around to the various divisions and personally thank
everyone for their dedication during these difficult times. I have even tried my hand at baking
and delivered homemade chocolate chip cookies to our wonderful staff.
ATHLETICS
Last week included my attending day-long virtual meetings with all of my peer presidents in
the American Athletic Conference (AAC), including the commissioner and his staff as we
discussed what college athletics may look like this fall and academic year. As it stands now,
we expect to have our student athletes return to campus on schedule and begin workouts and
practices under very strict and thorough health and safety guidelines developed by a team of
leading health professionals from members of our conference institutions. Each and every one

of the presidents’ and athletic directors’ first and foremost concern is the health and well-being
of our student athletes.
Right now, we are expecting to start fall sports around the regular time schedule. I think we all
are aware that there certainly can, and most likely will, be some potential interruptions in the
schedules as the possibility exists that any national or conference team or team member will
test positive for the virus. However, all contingencies are being developed. There has been no
decision regarding fan attendance – it is still a bit too early to know what that will look like at
this time.
FALL SEMESTER
After engaging many across the campus, we made an announcement last week regarding fall
semester. The length of our fall semester will remain unchanged. Students will return to
campus prior to when classes will begin Aug. 17, and the semester will end on Dec. 10.
Faculty, under the leadership of the provost, are finalizing plans for specific courses in regard
to all in-person or some for hybrid, depending on the type of course and enrollment of each
class.
However, we have made two adjustments to previously-scheduled breaks:
•

First, we have canceled the two-day Fall Break. We are using the two days of Fall
Break to accelerate Thanksgiving Break, which will now begin Monday, Nov. 23. This
means that all in-person instruction must be completed by Friday, Nov. 20.

•

Students will not return to campus after Thanksgiving and will instead complete the
semester — including the remaining four days of instruction, study periods and final
exams — remotely. We will be adjusting housing and meal plans as well.

I truly believe this is the correct approach for our institution. Again, it is only four days of
instruction that all classes will be done remotely. For many of our students, not having to fly
home for Thanksgiving, back to WSU, and then back home when the semester ends will not
only reduce health risks from COVID-19 as well as the flu season and, it may also save
families the additional costs of travel.
I have already seen that many institutions across the country have subsequently announced
similar plans for the fall. By no means does this indicate any change of plans for the spring
2021 semester. We are still planning for students to return to campus for the spring semester.
SHOCKER PRIDE
Each month I want to share with you a bit of Shocker Pride and interesting facts. Our
wonderful university has an incredible history of individual and team achievements, and today
many Shockers continue to showcase our collective talents.
ACADEMIC UNIT
This month I would like to highlight our College of Engineering. Recent national rankings by
the federal government and by U.S. News of all U.S. colleges and universities documented
that:
US News & World Report
The College of Engineering was just announced as the highest-ranked academic graduate
engineering program in Kansas by U.S. News & World Report, and is in the top-100
nationally.

Research
Growing our research power across the university is one of our priorities and very important
because it will greatly benefit our students and our state’s economy. In the most recent annual
research report from the federal government, the College of Engineering is the top ranked
engineering program in Kansas in terms of research expenditures and is in the top 50 for the
entire nation.
This is an incredible achievement when you consider each state has multiple public research
universities, as well as numerous private research universities such as MIT, Johns Hopkins,
Stanford, Cal-Tech, Rice, etc. This is just one example across the campus of how we are
focused on academic and research excellence to support our students and our state’s
economy.
Space Grant
Finally, under the leadership of Dr. Scott Miller, chair of aerospace engineering, Wichita State
University was just named one of the few NASA Space Grant universities. This is similar to
Kansas State University, which serves as a land grant institution. Our designation included a
multi-million-dollar grant from NASA.
ALUMNUS
Anne Boyer ’97 was awarded the highly prestigious Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction for her
memoir, "The Undying: Pain, Vulnerability, Mortality, Medicine, Art, Time, Dreams, Data,
Exhaustion, Cancer and Care."
ATHLETICS
From 2010-2020, our men’s Shocker basketball team has the fifth best winning
percentage in NCAA division 1 behind only Gonzaga, another team in our state, Duke and
Kentucky.
Similarly, our baseball team, which has made the College World Series seven times and won
the national championship in 1989, has the eighth highest winning percentage in NCAA
Division I baseball history.

Jay Golden, Wichita State President

In the News at Wichita State
Retired B1-B arrives in Wichita for Air Force research
project
A new research partnership between
Wichita State University’s National Institute
for Aviation Research (NIAR) and the U.S.
Air Force will create a virtual B-1 Bomber
that could help the air force predict the
future of its supersonic bombers.
The project, sponsored by the Air Force
Life Cycle Management Center B1 Division,
will study the effects of flight operations on
aircraft structures. The NIAR team will fully
disassemble the aircraft, scan every individual structural part down to the nuts and bolts, and
reassemble the virtual aircraft parts to create a digital twin.
The program will provide the Air Force with unprecedented information on the B-1B, allowing
for the evaluation of damage or changes to aircraft usage in order to repair, modify design or
structural inspection intervals, and reevaluate the design life of the aircraft.
Read complete story

NetApp breaks ground for building on Innovation
Campus
Work has begun on a permanent new
home for NetApp's Wichita operations on
the Wichita State Innovation Campus, near
17th Street and Innovation Boulevard. It is
expected to open in early 2022.
The 168,000-square-foot LEED
Silver building is designed as an open
office plan with more than 600
workstations. The data center will be
outfitted with 420 racks for NetApp’s
product development purposes. Developing
a permanent home on Innovation Campus
will allow the company to work even more
closely with WSU students, faculty and
other researchers.

NetApp, a world-leading solutions provider
in digital transformation, is already one of
the largest employers of Wichita State
students and alumni. NetApp is a Fortune
500 global data storage and cloud
management company, headquartered in
Sunnyvale, California.
Read more

New student body president aims to create change

From left: Rija Khan and Mackenzie Haas

The incumbent student body president, Rija Khan, wants to create change at Wichita State,
focusing in the Student Government Association on campus transparency, inclusivity, mental
health and college affordability.
Khan, a sophomore studying criminal justice on a pre-law track with a minor in philosophy,
found her niche in politics after participating in debate and forensics in high school.
“I love spreading positive change and look forward to being on this journey together with the
student body,” Rija said.

A Glimpse into the Life of the President
Meet the newest member of the Golden
household
Recently, my wife Dina and I welcomed a new member to
our family.
Meet Rudy — a fuzzy eared, floppy tongue golden retriever
with expressive eyes and a shiny black nose.
We adopted him on May 1 from the Kansas Humane Society and couldn't be more in love!

Engage with Wichita State

Whether you're a Shocker alum, donor, industry partner or just a fan of Wichita State, we want
you to feel welcome on campus and to get involved in all the wonderful activities and
amenities we have to offer. But in this time of social distancing, we're all limited with where we
can go. Below are some ideas on how to safely engage with WSU.

New to you:
•

•

Ulrich boosts outreach efforts amid COVID-19: During COVID-19, Wichita State’s
Ulrich Museum of Art adapted and found new avenues to shine and thrive through a
public art project and building the Ulrich’s online presence into a teaching and learning
resource. The public art display is creating a billboard campaign called Ulrich + Artists +
You, which will include works from 20 artists. The billboards will be spread across
neighborhoods and high traffic areas in Wichita. The billboard project is expected to
start on July 1 and end on Dec. 30. The Ulrich Museum of Arts digital collection
includes more than 6,500 objects and is a culmination of five years of work at the
museum. The Museum has also archived about 100 museum talks from artists,
museum staff and students. These can be found on the Ulrich’s YouTube
channel. Leslie Brothers, director of the Ulrich believes the gallery will reopen its door in
Jan. 2021. In the meantime, the Ulrich Staff will continue on its mission to educate and
engage via alternative formats.
Summer orientation to be hosted through virtual platforms: The Office of Student
Success will host summer orientation through online modules and virtual college
connection sessions. The virtual orientation, hosted through an online platform, includes
a live meeting with advisors, orientation leaders and faculty. These events will also
include a virtual tour of campus and information on how to get involved, hosted by the
Student Involvement Office. Along with the virtual orientation, students will be required
to complete three modules through an online software program, Comevo. The modules
offer in-depth information about resources academic, health, safety conduct, billing and
advising procedures.

•

Hours of operation as campus adjusts to opening: Beginning May 26, Wichita State
began its Reopening Phase of the Shockers United plan. Many campus offices now
have physical office hours in which limited operations will be offered from the hours of 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday through through Friday. Many offices will continue remote office
hours to assist by phone or email from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday as well.
Learn more at www.wichita.edu/officehours.

•

Engage with us on social media: Stay connected with Wichita State through our
official social media channels. Engage with WSU
through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube to be informed on the
latest news, updates and campus communication. You can also follow the presidential
social media accounts through Facebook and Twitter.

Connect with the President
Featured Tweet

Featured Facebook post

May 17: Mission Success! Surprised some
future Shockers today. Gave some Shocker
Love & bling to incoming @RuddFoundation
scholar Jordy Mosqueda and future
@ShockerExp ambassador & social
entrepreneur Claire Pomeroy. Can’t wait to
see you on campus in August.
Follow on Twitter

May 21: Now that we’re all experts at
virtual meetings like Zoom, I’m
encouraging faculty and staff to
consider taking a break from meetings
on Fridays.
Don’t we all need some more time to
do our work or take a long weekend?
Follow on Facebook
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