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October 19, 2020 

Letter from Interim President Rick Muma 

Hello, Shockers. 

Last week I was honored to be formally announced by the Kansas Board of 
Regents as the interim president of Wichita State. This is a role that I take 
very seriously, especially as we think about all the changes and challenges 
we’ve faced this year. 

My priority is to keep all students, faculty and staff moving forward and to 
offer you support, reassurance and continuity as we face this transition. 

As Shocker Nation, we are strong. I will use that collective strength in the 
coming weeks and months as we continue to further the vision of Wichita 
State by focusing on being the most innovative research university, known 
for providing impactful student experiences and driving prosperity for the 
people and communities we serve. 

Many of the efforts already under way remain important, including 
Convergence Sciences, the new Molecular Diagnostics Lab, Digital 
Transformation and Innovation Campus partnerships such as Deloitte’s new 
Smart Factory @ Wichita and NetApp. We will continue ahead with those 
initiatives, as well as others, including the construction of Woolsey Hall and 
planning for possible enhancements of Clinton and Hubbard Halls and the 
Rhatigan Student Center. 

To allow me to focus on my duties as interim president, I will be handing 
over my executive vice president and provost duties on an interim basis to 
Dr. Shirley Lefever, dean of the College of Applied Studies. Dr. Lefever has 
been at Wichita State since 2005 and will do a great job filling in for me as 
she supports Wichita State’s priorities.  



In her place, Dr. Clay Stoldt will temporarily move to interim dean of the 
College of Applied Studies. Dr. Stoldt is currently associate dean of the 
college and has been at WSU since 1998. 

Please join me in thanking Drs. Lefever and Stoldt for their willingness to 
step in and take on additional work while the Board of Regents conducts its 
presidential search. 

I will continue to stay in touch about that process as information becomes 
available.  

Thank you for your resilience and flexibility as we forge ahead. 

Sincerely, 

  

Rick Muma, 

Interim president 

  

Wichita State University Strategic Communications 
316-978-3013   joe.kleinsasser@wichita.edu 
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