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Football players, coach and dean 
perished when 'Gold' plane fell Officials comment 

By Mary Mitchell 
Wichita State University fell 

victim to the worst disaster in 
the history of American college 
footbalJ Friday as a game-bound 
plane carrying twenty-six mem
bers of the Wichita State foot
ball team, head athletic officials 
and some of the most ardent 
Shocker fans crashed into a 
Colorado mountainside while 
trying to cross the Continental 
Divide. Of the forty persons 
aboard who were traveling to 
Logan, Utah, for the Wichita 
State-Utah State football game, 
twenty-nine persons died; eleven 
survived. 

Reports indicate that the 
twin engine plane, a chartered 
Martin 404, was flying low as it 
passed over Idaho Springs, Colo., 
and that the plane crashed and 
burned on the side of a densely 
wooded mountain near the 
Loveland Ski Basin. According 
to the Federal Aviation Assoeia
t i on officials, there was 
apparently no radio contact 

before the plane went down. 
Michael C. Bruce one of the 

surviving football pJayers, said 
that. after the plane crashed he 
made his way out of the burning 
wreckage and went to a nearby 
construction camp for help. 
Construction workers and Clear 
Creek County, Colo. officials 
then took injured passengers for 
medical attention in nearby 
Idaho Springs. 

University Receives News 

At approximately 3 p.m. Fri
day Wichita State officials 
received the message that the 
"Gold" team plane had gone 
down. Sports and University of
ficials, worried friends and 
relatives gathered in Henry 
Levitt Arena to hear further 
information as it was reported to 
the University. 

Clark D. Ahlberg, president 
of Wichita State University, 
directed messages to those wait
ing in the Arena as news was 
available. By Friday evening Dr. 
Ahlberg had obtained a list of 

Wichita community quieted 
by death in athletic 'family' 

By Vickie McKissick 

A shocked state of mourning 
pervaded athletic offices in 
Henry Levitt Arena and Wichita 
State University student housing 
following news of Shocker foot
ball fatalities. 

News of the tragedy reached 
Wichita citizens early Friday 
afternoon and was dispensed 
through the Wichita State Ath
letic Department. Parents, wives, 
girlfriends, teammat.es, cheer
leaders, and other friends of the 
crashed Gold Planeis passengers 
gathered at Henry Levitt Arena 
for latest reports. Kathi 
Sparks,(sophomore) whose boy
friend made it safely to Logan, 
said the athletic department was 
especially helpful in providing 
official listings and information 
concerning hospitaJization. · 

Speaking of the shock of the 
incident, cheerleader Chris 
Nelson, junior sociology major 
said, "I haven't experienced any
thing like this since Viet Nam." 
Nelson had served as a Marine 
squad leader two years ago in 
the DMZ. He mourned the loss 
of Randy Kiesau, a fraternity 
brother from Clinton, 
Oklahoma, who had wanted to 
be a mortician, following in the 
steps of his father. 

Track coach Herm Wilson 
had great praise for both Ben 
Wilson (not a blood relative) and 
his own boss, Bert Katzenmeyer. 
"This is undoubtedly the great
est shock ever experienced by 
the athletic department," he 

said. 
Officials in the athletic office 

~ were tense and strained, awaiting 
radio and TV news bulletins. 
There were vague, sketchy con
versations over coffee about re
placement possibilities for de
ceased members of the athletic 
department. 

Waiting in the lobby of 
Henry Levitt Arena were Jerry 
Sutera, sophomore defensive 
end, and Dick Sampson, soph
omore tight end, players who 
didn't make the traveling squad. 
Of Coach Wilson, Sutera said, 
"He gave everything he had to 
the game of football ... He wanted 
Wichita to be proud of us." He 
also praised John Duren, "He 
was going to be a minister; he 
even gave sermons at the Uni
versity Methodist Church." 

Emotional reactions ran high 
among freshman players housed 
at Fairmount Towers, which is 
"home" for all unmarried foot
ball players. Several fellows who 
gathered in the lobby late Friday 
evening commented that this 
had been "like deaths in a 
family." F.specially touched 
were Ted Weigler and Mel 
Pelicke, who had attended a 
private high school in Chicago 
with Carl Krueger, a sophomore 
who died in the crash. 

Words couldn't express many 
of the reactions to the fate of 
the Shockers on the Gold Plane. 
But one of Ben Wilson's recruits, 
Wayne Haynes, a freshman from 
Pittsburg, Kansas, articulated his 
feelings, that the news was "like 
somebody cutting your throat." 

persons on board the ill-fated ::::::: . ::::;:;: 
plane, and had arranged through ::;:;:; To. Clark D. Ahlberg :::::::: 
Kansas Governor Robert :;:;:;: From: Air Force One :::::::: 
Docking for an Air National ::::::: . ::;:;:;: 
Guard C-54 airplane to fly ::::::: Dear President Ahlberg, :;:;:;:: 
families and friends of the ::::::: It was a great shock to learn this morning that one of :;::1 
"Gold" plane passenge to •:•:•·· ····•·· 
Colorado. rs ~*1the airplanes carrying the Wichita State football teams had [j\{ 

The governor later arranged i::::::crashed yesterday and that so many lives had been lost. ::;:;:; 
for families and friends from ~]:(::: Mrs. Nixon and the members of my traveling party join:]}: 
other parts of the country to be '.❖:~ • . :•:•:•: 
flown to Colorado. :;:;:;~me in expressing our deepest sympathy to the fam1hes of::::::: 

Black Plane ~[Jthose who were killed in this tragic accident and also to:}\: 

In Logan, Utah, prior to the :}hou and to the members of the Wichita State community. :j(f 
landing of the "Black" plane, ::;:;:;To those who were injured in the acddent, we send our:;:;::: 
Assistant Football Coach Robert ::::::~ . . ::::::: 
Seaman was caJled to the pilot's ::;:;:::good wishes for a full and rapid recovery. We know that ::::~ 
cabin and was told that he had a ::::::hhe spirit that characterized your team will live on in your ~*:: 
phone call waiting at the Logan ::::::~r d . :::;:;: 
Airport from Dr. Ahlberg. ::::t 1ves an your memories. ~:::::: 

Seaman debarked from the :;:::::: Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you at this sad :;:;:::: 
plane, and approximately 10 :;::::~hour ::::::~ 
minutes later returned to make a :::::::: · ::;::::: 
roll call of those passengers ~:::::: ::::::~ 
aboard the "Black" plane. He ~:;:::: Richard M. Nixon :::::;: 
then _announced that the plane {(:(:]: President of the United States!:(:(:! 
carrying the rest of the team had ::::::: O :~:::: 
gone down. ~:::::: Friday, ctober 2, 1970 ::::.;:: 

Assistant Coaches Seaman :;:;:;: , ::;:;::· 
and Charles Ramsey left Utah on ::::::: ____________ ::::::: 
a commercial flight to Denver .::::::: :;:;:;: 
shortly after they heard about :!::~;: :;:;:;i 
the crash. !()((I I wish to again express my personal sorrow and that of the entire:\}\ 

Continued on page 4 ::;:;:;: University Community for the loss and injury that occurred with t~e ::;:;:;. 
::::::~ crash of one of our football planes on Friday. :;:;:::: 
::::::?- On Monday the University will hold a day of meditation and:;:;:;~ 
:;:;:;:: prayer fQr those who were most directly involved in the tragedy and:::::::: Pl an e departed ::!:(:~ for their families and loved ones. There will be a memorial service in ::;:;:;: 
::::::: Cessna Stadium at 7: 30 p.m. Monliay, and I hope everyone from the :;:;:;:; • f •1•ies :::;:;: University and the Wichita community will participate with us in the ::::::5 carrying am1 ,t):)service. . _ ;:;:;:;: 

• ::::::: I also wish to express my gratitude and that of the accident:;:;::~ frtends to Denver:]:]:!: victi_ms and their families f~r all of the assistan~e from so many i:~ 
:-:•:•: gracious and helpful people m Denver, Idaho Spnngs and the area::::::~ 

By John Mitchell {:(: surrounding the accident scene. We owe a great debt to many~:;::: 
. ::::::: people---to the construction crew working on Interstate Highway 70 ::;:;:;. 

The confused and confusmg :;:~ who were on the scene within minutes, to the rescue parties, to the:;:;::: 
rep_orts of facts and_ figures ~$:: people of the Red Cross of Denver and Wichita, and to the doctors, ::;:::: 
which flo?ded t~e wires _and ~:::::: nurses and staff at Idaho Springs hospital and St. Anthony's and::;:;:: 
ot~er media late mto the night :::::::: Lutheral hospitals in Denver. :;:;:;: 
Friday and moSt of Saturday ::::::~ We are further indebted to the many citizens and officials in :;:;:;: 
served only to add to the_ hoi:or :::=:::: Colorado and elsewhere who have provided continual and continuing::::::: 
~f w~at w~ already a shock mg :l~ assistance in so many ways, and to all those in Wichita who have :;::::: 
situation: . . ::;:;:~ been assisting and who share the tragedy so deeply. ::;:;:; 

. The au:craft came~ distraught::::;::: I express my deep thanks to the hundreds of citizens, alumni and ;:;:;:: 
WlVes_, parents_, and fnends to the :;:::;:: friends who have called to offer their help and their services. Their ::::::: 
hospital bedsides of t~ose fort-;:;:;:~ interest and concern have been beyond anyone's ability to imagine. I;:;:::: 
unate fe~ who sumved, and :::::;::am deeply grateful. ;::~ 
those hopmg to find loved ones :;:::::: ~~::: 
who had not been listed among::::;:~ Clark D. Ahlberg :;~:;: 
survivors. :::::;:: President, Wichita State University :::::;:; 

The memory of the shocK, :❖:❖ :,:::,:• 
fear, and, in a few cases hope ::;:;::! ;:;:;:;: 
that registered in the faces of :;:::::: ----'---------- :;:;:;:: 
those present can only be dulled :;:;:;~ ~::::~ 
by time. The enormity of it all :!::;:;: . :::::::: 
was accented further by the ;:;:;::: To the student body: :~;:;~ 
harsh glare of the floodlights _as :~:!:!:! Words would seem to be an inadequate form of communication l:~\j~ 
the passengers boarded the air- :::::::: at a time like this. However I am sure that the entire student body :::::,:-

1 . • • • , ··~·•'t< 
P ane. . :;:;:;~ joins me in expressing our shock and sorrow in regards to the events :~;:::: 

The roar of the warming en-::;::::: of last Friday. I would urge those students wishing to make a more::::::~ 
gines hardly s~emed to _affect:::::::: tangible expression of their concern to stop by the CAC some time :(1(:(~ 
those left behmd to wa1t and :;:;:::: this week and sign letters to be sent to those involved in the tragedy,:;::::~ 
hope and pray. fl-:- man stood ::\:~:I and to be present at the services to be held Monday night at 7:30 \:!:(:} 
apart from the httle knot of:;.;,:, p.m. in Cessna Stadium. •::::::: 
people watching silently from :;:;:;~ t:::~ 
the front of the hangar. ::::::: Mike James:;,:::~ 

His tears reflected the lights::;:;:; President Student Government Association:;::::~ 
of the departing airplane as he::::::: ' ~:::::: 

· d "I was on the team last~:::::: . . . . . . . . _;::::::: 
~a; ... I know ... I knew ... '' ~~~\;:)§);§:;:f [:;:[:):[J:;:(:):;:;:;:;f ~;i~~:j;~ ;);\;;;\;l;\):;:;i;:;:;:;:):;:;:~;:;:;:;:;:;:[:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;f :;~;;: 
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Albert C. "Bert" Katzenmeyer was the Wichita State 
Athletics Director and a professor of physical education. 
He assumed this position in May. 1968, after serving 21 
years as an administrative assistant to Fritz Crisler. former 
University of Michigan athletic director. 

Katzenmeyer. 52, was born in Ellwood City, 
Pennsylvania, on July 11, 1918 and graduated from Alma 
College (Michigan) where he was active in many student 
and sport activities. He received his Master of Arts degree 
from the University of Michigan in 1950. 

Katzenmeyer's wife, Marian, 51. was born in Detroit, 
Michigan, on December 19,1918, and also attended Ann 
Arbor High School and graduated fro m the Universityof 
Michigan. 

Two children survive the Katzenmeyers: Mrs. Robert 
(Ann) Prentiss. Jr.. Fort Benning, Ga.; and Kay 
Ka1r£enmeyer, 18, a fTesbman at Wichita State. Mrs. 
Katzenme yer is survived b y her mot her; two bro thers. Dr. 
Edwin Wight of Clinton. Mich .• andTbomas Wight of Ann 
Arbor, Mich.: and a sister. Mrs. Robert Miller of 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich. Katzenmeyer is survived by two 
brothers. Harry Katzenmeyer, of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
Edwin Katzenmeyer of Akron. Ohio. 

Floyd W. Farmer became Wichita State 's ticket man
ager on June 1, 1969. He was a 1957 graduate of Wichita 
State and earned his master's degree in secondary admin
istration at the University in i 963. 

Farmer, 35, was born in Lincoln, Neb., on June 30, 
1935. His family moved to Wichita when be was six years 
old. He graduated from East High School. 

Before coming to Wichita State, Farmer served as head 
track and assistant football coach at South High School 
from 1959 to 1965. He worked as field supe.rvisor for the 
Travelers' Insurance Company from 1965 until his ap• 
pointment as Wichita State ticket manager. 

Farmer is survived by his wife, Sharon J .• and two 
children Eric Scott, 6, and Dana Lynn, 2. His parents are 
Dr. and Mrs. Floyd M. Farmer, who reside in Wichita. 

Eugene Robinson was a 
21-year-old junior majoring in 
business administration at 
Wichita State University. 

Robinson lettered three years 
in football at Roosevelt High 
School in Dayton. Ohio, in ad
dition to two track letters and 
three basketball letters. Follow
ing graduation from Roosevelt in 
196 7. be attended Garden City 
Junior College where he earned 
two letters in both football and 
basketball. 

At Wichita State Robinson 
was the starting split-end for the 
football team and had received 
one varsity football letter. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Jean; his mother, Mrs. Leola 
Robinson; and three sisters. 

' Malory W. Kimmel, 21, a 
graduate of St. Genevieve Public 
High School in St. Genevieve, 
Mo., was an aeronautical en
gineer major at Wichita State 
with a minor in physical educa
tion. 

In high school Kimmel let
tered four years in football at 
the center position, was captain 
of the team for two years and 
was named to the all-conference 
team. He also received four let
ters in track and three letters in 
basketball during high school. 

At Wichita State Kimmel, a 
senior, had earned two football 
letters and was the starting cen
ter for the team. 

Kimmel is survived by his 
wife, Diane; his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Kimmel; one 
brother and two sisters. 

Martin E. Harrison graduated 
from Argonia (Kan.) High 
School in 1968. He was a junior 

. majoring in physical education 
and hoped to become a coach. 
He was the student manager for 
the Wichita State team and bad 
been for two years. 

Harrison is survived by one 
brother and his parents Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Harrison of Argonia. 

- 'ti 
A sophomore at Wichita 

State, Marvin G. Brown, Jr .• 19. 
was enrolled in University Col
lege and was majoring in physi• 
cal education. 

Brown graduated from 
Solomon,(Kan.) High School in 
1969 where he lettered four 
years in football and track and 
three years in basketball. He was 
named to the all-league, all•area 
and all-state teams in football 
and the all-league team in 
basketball. During the summer 
months Brown played basketball 
for the Salina American Legion 
team. 

In his first year of varsity 
competition Brown earned a 
starting berth as tailback and 
was the second leading rusher on 
the team. 

Brown is survived by his par
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Brown, Sr. 

Jack R. Vetter, Jr., 21, was a 
physical education major with a 
minor in history in the College 
of Liberal Arts at Wichita State. 

A 1967 graduate of 
McPherson (Kan.) High School, 
Vetter was a member of both 
the foot ball and track squads. As 
a guard and linebacker on the 
high school football team, 
Vetter received three letters and 
was selected to the all· 
conference team. He also let
tered two years in track. 

Vetter, a transfer student 
from Butler County Junior Col
lege, lettered last year at Wichita 
State and was a starting de
fensive tackle on the squad this 
year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Vetter, Sr .. 
a brother and a sister survive 
Vetter. 

HARVEY D. GRACE Memorial 
friends, students, and all concerned : 
of the lives of Wichita State foot 
members, and University officials p 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 5 p.rr 
meditation. Members of the campus 
beginning of every hour. 

• Donald E. Christian, Duncan, 
Okla.. was majoring in psy-
c b ology with an interest in 
sociology. 

Christian, 22, graduated from 
Duncan High School in 1968 
where he was the i uni or class 
representative o n the student 
council. 

A t hree-year fo otball lette r
man in blgh school, Christian 
was elected the Outstanding De
fensive Player of the Year and 
was named to the all-conference 
team as a defensive hallback. He 
also lettered three years in track 
and one year in wrestling during 
h igh school. 

At Wichita State, Christian 
was a two-year letterman and a 
starting safety on the squad. 

Christian is survived by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Tomas D. 
Christian, and a brother. 

Sophomore Carl Krueger 
came to Wichita State from 
Hickory Hills, IU. 

Krueger played football only 
one year at St. Laurence High 
School in Hickory Hills and let
tered at the tackle position. 

He graduated from St. 
Laurence High School in 1969 in 
the upper third of his class and 
was a recipient of an Illinois 
State Scholarship. He was en
rolled in University College and 
was majoring in history with a 
minor in business. 

Krueger was a defensive 
tackle for the Wichita State 
squad and was one of four soph
omores listed as a starter for the 
team. 

He is survived by his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Krueger, 
and a brother and five sisters. 
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1ape opens its doors to relatives, 
people who come to mourn the lo!» 
:ball team members, athletic staff 
,ictured on these pages. The chapel 
1. for an all day vigil of prayer and 
ministry will provide prayers at the 

A Junior in tbe College of 
Business Administration. 
Thomas T. Shedden was major
ing in industrial arts witb a 
minor in physical education at 
Wichita State. 

Shedden, 20, graduated from 
Putnam City High School in 
Oklahoma City. Okla., in 1968 
where he played football and 
baseball. On the high school 
football team be played center 
and defensive end and was sel• 
ected to the all-conference 
squad. 

At Wichita State, Shedden 
bad earned one letter in football 
and was a starting offensive 
tackle on the team. 

Shedden is survived by his 
mother, Mrs. Jeanne Shedden, 
two sisters and a brother. 

,..f' 
A 1967 graduate of !'latte 

City Righ School, Platte City. 
Mo., Ronald G. Johnson was a 

. psychology major. 
Johnson, 21, was one of the 

starting safeties on the Wichita 
State football team. 

While attending Platte City 
High School, Johnson was a 
member of tbe football. basket
ball, and track teams and re• 
ceived nine athletic letters. In 
football be was selected to the 
all· district second team, all 
-<lonference team, and received a 
Most Valuable Player Award. As 
a guard on the high school bas• 
ketball squad, be was again 
named to the all-district team, 
all-conference and the Most 
Valuable Player Award. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Johnson and one sister survive 
Johnson. 

A native of Temple Terrace, 
Fla., Thomas B. Owen, Jr., 20, 
was enrolled at Wichita State as 
an engineering major. 

Owen was a two-year letter• 
man in both football and base· 
ball at King High School in 
Temple Terrace and captained 
both athletic teams. In football 
he was chosen to the all-county 
team in the backfield. In high 
school, Owen was a member of 
the National Honor Society and 
a Hillsborough County Honor 
Student. 

A one-year letterman at 
Wichita State, Owen, a Junior. 
was a starter for the football 
team last year at wide receiver 
position and was listed as the 
starting wing back this year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. 
. Owen, Sr., and two sisters sur
vive Owen. 

Middle linebacker Stephan A. 
Moore, a senior majoring in edu• 
catit-n, was a native of Derby. 
Kan. 

While attending Derby High 
School, Moore was a three-year 
letterman in football playing 
fullback and a two-year letter
man in both wrestling and track. 
He was the co-captain of his high 
school football team. 

Also during high school. 
Moore was the vice- president of 
the Student Council, President 
of the Lettermen's Club, Pres
ident of the Explorer Post 600, 
and secretary-treasurer of the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

At Wichita State Moore was a 
two-year letterman and had held 
a ~tarting position for two years. 

Mr. and Mts. Milton B. 
Moore, two brothers and two 
sisters survive Moore. 

Randall B. Kiesau. a 20· 
year-old junior in business ad· 
ministration graduated from 
Clinton High School, Clinton, 
Okla., in 1968. 

As a member of the high 
school football team, he lettered 
three years and was chosen to 
the all-district team as a half· 
back. Kiesau was also a three• 
year letterman in traek. 

On the Wichita State football 
team Kiesau was the starting 
right comerback and bad re
ceived one letter. 

Kiesau is survived by bis par
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Vern Kiesau, 
and a brother. 

' John W. Duren, 19, graduated 
from John Marshall High School 
of Oklahoma City,• Okla., in 
1969. 

At John Marshall, Duren let
tered two years in football, two 
years in baseball, one year in 
track and was on the gymnastics 
team. A quarterback on his high 
school football team, Duren was 
named to the all-conference, all· 
metro and all-state honorable 
mention teams. 

Duren was a sophomore en
gineering major and a starting 
end for the Wichita State team. 

Duren is survived by his par
ents. Mr. and Mrs. Crawford 
Duren and a brother. 

,,d , ~ 
One of the starting guards on 

the Wichita State football team 
was Richard N. Stines of Kansas 
City, Kan. 

As a membPt of Kansas City's 
Washington li1gh School football 
and basketball teams he earned 
three letters in football and two 
letters in basketball. He was also 
named to the All-Sunflower 
League football team in high 
school. Stines. a pharmacy ma
jor, was one of three soph• 
omores who opened the season 
at a starting position for the 
Wichita State team. 

He is survived by his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Stines. of 
Kansas City, Kan. 
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Ben Wilson,44, was appointed head football coach at 
Wichita State on February 5, 1969. He was formerly an 
assistant coach and offensive coordinator at the Uni
versity of Virginia. 

Wilson began his coaching career at his alma mater, 
Heidelberg College, in Tiffin, Ohio, in 1948. He then 
coached at high schools in Wellston, Mt. Vernon, 
Sandusky, and Warren, all in Ohio. In 1965 be assumed 
the position at the University of Virginia. 

Wilson was born in Cadiz, Ohio, on January 15, 1926. 
He graduated from high school in Dover, Ohio, in 1944. 
He attended Dennison University and the University of 
Kansas in 1944 and 1946. He graduated fxom Heidelberg 
College with an A. B. degree in 1949, and attended the 
Ohio State University Graduate School in 1949, 1950, 
and 1951. 

Wilson's wife. Helen, who was also killed in the crash, 
was born in Detroit, Michigan on April 11, 1926. 

The Wilsons are survived by two children, John 15, 
who attends Southeast High School, and Elizabeth, 10, 
who attends Murdock Elementary School in Wichita. Also 
surviving are Wilson's parents, Mrs. Wilson's parents, and 
her brother, John A. Bramhall. 

Carl G. Fahrbach, Dean of Admissions and Records, 
joined the Wichita State faculty in August, 1964, as 
assistant registrar and associate professor of education. 
When he was appointed dean of admissions and records 
on May 15, 1969, Clark D. Ahlberg, University preside~t 
said, "As a result of his leadership, our students b~efit 
from an admissions and records operation •charactenzed 
by a concern for individual students rather than num
bers." 

Dr. Fahrbach came from a family of 12 children. Dean 
C. Fahrbach, Carl's brother, said, "l guess our family was 
sort of in three layers, Betty, Wayne, Carl and I were the 
four youngest. Outside of parental concern, each bunch 
looked out for the age group right below." 

Dr. Fahrbach received bis B.S. and M.S. degree from 
Kansas State Teacher's College in Emporia in 1948 and 
1951, respectively. In 1958 he received bis Doctor of 
Education degree from the University of Kansas. Before 
coming to Wichita, Dr. Farbacb served as assistant and 
associate directol' of admissions at the University of 
Kansas. He also has been an elementary school admin· 
istrator and mathmetics teacher. 

Dr. Fahrbach was born in Berryton, Kansas on Marc_b 
3, 1920. His family moved to Navarre, Kan., where his 
father operated a small country store. 

Dr.Fahrbach was married in Partridge, Kan., in August, 
1948, to Ruth Puckett. They have two children, David 
Carl, 17, a freshman at Wichita State, and Patricia, 13, 
who attends Coleman Junior High, 

3 
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Memorial s~rvices 
All classes today at Wichita 

State University have been can
celled in order that commemora
tion activities in honor of those 
who died in the tragic airplane 
crash may take place. Members 
of the Wichita State faculty and 
administration will be available 
in their offices if needed during 
the day. 

The Grace Memorial chapel 
will open at 7 a.m. Commemora
tive servies will be conducted all 
day and broadcast through 

speakers to the area surrounding 
the chapel. Organ music and 
periodic prayers will be offered. 

At 7:30 p.m. a University and 
community memorial service 
will be held in Cessna Stadium. 
Wichita State invites the entire 
community of Wichita to partici
pate in the service. The service 
will begin with a processional of 
honored guests with music pro
vided by the University Brass 
Choir. 

Fate of University football uncertain, 
await decision of players, conference 

Decisions concerning the 
continuation of the 1970 
Wichita State football schedule 
still have not been reached, and 
according to officials the final 
decision will not come for a few 
more days, 

Douglas R. Lewis, publica
tion editor for the Information 
and Public Events Office at 
Wichita State, said the decision 
to continue the season rests with 
the team members. 

Players Decision 
"After the decision of the 

players is made the University 
officials will meet for the final 
decision." said Lewis. But the 
wishes of the players will have a 
definite bearing on the outcome 
of the officials meeting." 

"Hopefully we will have a 
meeting with the players after 
the Memorial Service," Robert 
M. 'Holmer, professor and chair: 
man of the Physical Education 

Department, said. The game with 
~ut~~rn P!inois University sla-

ted for Saturday in Cessna Sta
dium is definitely cancelled and 
Holmer said the decision about 
the Homecoming Game, October 
17, against Cincinnati University 
would be made Tuesday or Wed
nesday. 

"Our next step is to ap
proach the Missouri Valley Con
ference and the NCAA," Holmer 
said. "To continue the season we 
will have to use freshmen since 
only about 30 varsity players 
(out of a usual of about 45) will 
be available." 

Eligibility 

Holmer said that the Univer
sity would not jeopardize the 
future eligibility of the freshmen 
players. Under ordinary circum
stances freshmen are not allowed 
to play in varsity games and no 
players can play more than three 
seasons of varsity football with
out special permission. Holmer 
stated if the special permission 
was not granted it was possible 
the remaining games would be 
cancelled. 

Survivors of mountain crash 
being treated in Denver hospitals 

Eleven individuals survived 
the crash of the Martin 404 
airplane carrying most of the 
Wichita State University's first 
string football team. The ac
cident killed 29 persons. 

The survivors are being 
treated at Lutheran Hospital, 
8300 West 38th Avenue, West 
Ridge, Colo. and Saint An
thony's Hospital, 16th and 
Raleigh, Denver, Colo. 

As of press time the con
ditions of the injured persons at 
Saint Anthony's Hospital are as 
follow: 

Mike Bruce, Business Admin
istration-3, a tackle from Sher
man, Tex. is in good condition. 
He has definitely improved. 

Keith Mon:ison, Business Ad
ministration-4, an end from 
Hawkins, Tex., is in good con
dition and has improved. 
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John Hoheisel, Education-4, 
a linebacker from Garden Plain, 
Kan. is in very good condition, 
much improved. . 

John Taylor, Business Ad
ministration-3, a linebacker from 
Sherman, Tex. is· in critical con
dition. 

The conditions of injured 
persons at Lutheran Hospital are 
as follow: 

Bob Renner, Education-3, 
quarterback from Garden Plain, 
~n., is in good condition. de
finitely improved. 

Rick Stephens, Liberal 
Arts-3, a guard from Andover, 
Kan., i$ in good condition, de
finitely improved. 

Randy Jackson, Education-4, 
a running back from Atlanta, 
Tex., is in good condition, defin
itely improved. 

Glenn Kostal, Business Ad
ministration-3, a linebacker from 
Chicago, Ill., is in good con
dition, definitely improved. 

Dave Lewis, Business Admin
istration-3, an end from Duncan, 
Okla., is in excellent condition. 

Tom Reeves, team trainer, is 
in critical condition. 

Ron Skipper, president of 
Golden Eagle Aviation, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., and co
pilot on the flight, is in good 
condition. 

Most of the surviving passen
gers on the flight suffered burns 
and lacerations in varying de
grees. Some suffered bone 
fractures. 

Those patients who are 
capable of traveling after two 
weeks will be transfered to 
Wichita hospitals. 

Activities at Wichita State halt 
while America expresses sorrow 

Continued from page 1 

Coach Fred Conti called the 
players on the second flight into 
a motel room Friday evening 
and gave them what information 
was available. 

"I know this has hit you as 
hard as it has hit us, but let's. 
.. pray for the best. We need you 
now more than ever. So please 
stay with us. In your own way, 
say a prayer and hope for the 
best," Conti said. 

The players ate box lunches 
at the motel and then attended 
church. 

Sports Office 
The official list of those 

aboard the safe plane was then 
relayed to the Sports Informa
tion Office where Ahlberg 
informed families, friends and 
football players, who had not 
made the Logan trip, of the 
news. At t hat time Ahlberg 
announced the names of the 11 
persons who had been taken 
from the wreck for treatment in 
nearby hospitals. Ahlberg, then 
not knowing if there were other 
survivors, made arrangements for 
the National Guard plane to 
transport those wanting to go to 
the scene of the wreck. 

Leaving the McConnell Air 
Force Base National Guard 
Hangar in Wichita were Ahlberg, 
D. Cramer Reed, dean of the 
College of Health Related 
Sciences, and families and 
friends of "Gold" plane passen
gers all wondering what they 
would find in Colorado and 
hoping for the very best. 

Bodies Recovered 
Late Friday night aear Creek 

County officials said they had 
"no hopes" of finding other 
crash survivors. By Saturday 
night rescue c.rews had recovered 
the bodies of the twenty-nine 
missing team members, officials 
and fans. who are presumed 
dead include: Head football 
coach Ben Wilson and his wife, 
Helen; University Athletic 
Director Albert C. "Bert" 
Ka tzenmeyer and his wife, 
Marian; University director of 
Admissions and Records, Carl G. 
Fahrbach; University Sports 
Ticket Manager Floyd Farmer; 
student · equipment manager 
Martin E. Harrison; and 13 
football team members; Malory 
W. Kimmel, St. Genevieve, Mo.; 
Randall B. Kiesau, Clinton, 
0 kla.; Donald E. Christian, 
Duncan, Okla.; Ronald G. 
Johnson, Platte City, Mo.; Carl 
Krueger, Hickory Hills, Ill.; Jack 
Vetter, McPherson, Kan.; 
Stephan A. Moore, Derby, Kan.; 
Marvin G. Brown, Solomon, 
Kan.; Thomas B. Owen, Temple 
Terrace, Fla.; John W. Duren, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; Richard 
N. Stines, Kansas City, Mo.; 
Thomas T. Shedden, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. ; and Eugene 
Robinson, Dayton, Ohio. 

Also presumed dead were: 
Representative and Mrs. Ray 
King. Hesston, Kan.; Boulevard 
State Bank vice president and 
Mrs. John Grooms, who won 
their plane tickets by selling the 
greatest number of season 
football tickets for the Shocker 
Faculty and Alv.~nni Club; Ray 
Coleman, chairman of the 
Shocker Faculty and Alumni 
Club Membership Committee, 
and Mrs. Coleman; and crew 
members from Oklahoma, Dan 
Crocker, the pilot; and Judy 
Lane and Judy Dunn, both 
stewardesses, on the flight. 

Arrangements. for returning 

the bodies to their hometowns 
for burial will not be made until 
after positive identification has 
been made. Sources in Idaho 
Sprin gs, said Sunday that 
positive identification of the 
bodies could not possibly be 
finished until· at least Monday. 

University Plans 
While Dr. Ahlberg remains in 

Colorado to help the injured and 
their families and assist in pro
viding identification infor
mation, the Administrative 
Council of Wichita State Univer.
sity has made immediate plans 
for University and community 
memorials. 

The council decided to cancel 
formal classes Monday and urged 
all faculty and staff members to 
come to the University and par
ticipate in the various memorial 
services for the crash victims. 
Tables will be set up in the 
Campus Activities Center and 
provided with names and ad
dresses of families of those in
volved so that members of the 
University community who wish 
to write notes of sympathy may 
do so. 

Commemorative services will 
be held during the day in Harvey 
D. Grace Memorial Chapel, and 
speakers will be set up to broad
cast the services to the area 
surrounding the chapel. . 

An all community memorial 
service will be held in Cessna 
Stadium Monday evening. 

A memorial fund called the 
"Football '70 Memorial Fund" 
has been established in memory 
of those persons who lost their 
lives or were seriously injured in 
the plane crash. Donations may 
be sent to the Board of Trustees 
at Wichita State. 

Other Players Return 
On Saturday afternoon the 

passengers aboa.rd the "Black" 
plane were flown back to 
Wichita. Arriving at Wichita 
Municipal Airport the players 
were transported to Fairmount 
Towers, " home" for the 
unmarried Shockers, where they 
were reunited with families and 
friends. 

The team members met 
briefly with University officials 
after returning to Wichita, but 
no decision on the future of 
Wichita State football was made. 

Sunday the remaining mem
bers of the football team, both 
those who safely made the 
Logan trip and those who were 
not on the traveling team 
attended services together at 
University United Methodist 
Church, ate lunch with assistant 
coaches and held meetings with 
coaches and faculty members. 

"They're spending a lot of 
time together and talking about 
their future," said Dr. John B. 
Breazeale, Wichita State 
academic vice president and 
dean of faculties. 

"They're spending a lot of 
time together and talking about 
their future," said Dr. John B. 
Breazeale, Wichita State aca
demic vice president and dean of 
faculties. 

The future of the 1970 foot
ball season is still in doubt. No 
decision has, as yet, been 
reached as to whether Wichita 
State will continue to have var• 
sity football this year. The 
Shockers still have seven games 
scheduled. Although their Satur
day game with Southern Illinois 
was cancelled, games with 
Cincinnati Arkansas, Tulsa, 

Memphis State, North Texas 
State and Louisville are still 
scheduled. 

A University spokesman said 
that the first thing to be con
sidered will be whether or not 
the players themselves want to 
continue this season. University 
officials also stated that the 
National Collegiate Athletic As
sociation has indicated it would 
have no objection to the use of 
freshman in games if the Mis
souri Valley Conference, of 
which the Shockers are mem
bers, gave its approval. 

Condolences 
Across the country, and from 
Canada and England, messages 
of sympathy poured in to the 
University offices. 

United States Senator James 
8. Pearson, R-Kan., sent a mes
sage to the University saying, 
"This is a terrible tragedy. Words 
cannot express the sense of 
shock and deep sorrow. Our 
hearts go out to all the relatives 
and friends." 

Moments of silence were in
cluded as part of the game 
ceremonies of athletic events 
across the nation this weekend, 
in memory of the crash victims. 

At Utah State University, the 
school the Shockers were slated 
to play last Saturday before the 
tragic accident, members of the 
Utah State freshman and varsity 
teams gathered to hold a 
memorial service at midfield in 
honor of the thirteen Wichita 
State first and second team 
players who were killed. Ap
prox i ma tel y 300 persons 
attended the ceremoney. Utah 
State team members carried a 
black and gold wreath from the 
end zone to the 50 yard line 
where a tribute to Wichita State 
was read and taps was played. 

Investigations 
After the "Black" plane 

reached Logan and the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
received work of the "Gold" 
plane crash, FAA officials im
pounded the "Black" plane. In
vestigations of the causes of the 
crash of the "Gold" plane are in 
process by both t he Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and the 
Federal Aviation Agency. A 
team of federal investigators 
from the National Trasportation 
Safety Board will also investigate 
the crash. 

The planes, chartered by the 
Golden F.agle Flying Service of 
Oklahoma City ,Okla., are titled 
to the Jack Richards Aircraft 
Co. 

Investigation begins 
GEORGETOWN, Colo. 

A.P.--A member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, 
Isabel A. Burgess, told a meeting 
of investigators here Sunday 
night there "might well be a 
public hearing" as part of the 
probe of the crash of a Martin 
404 Friday that claimed the lives 
of 29 persons. 

A NTSB spokesman said the 
public hearing "is not definite," 
because it is a decision to be 
made by the board. 

Board investigators, Federal 
Aviation Administration officials 
FBI officers and medical person
nel met Sunday night to try to 
uncover the cause of the crash 
just a few miles east of the 
Continental Divide, and about 
55 miles west of Denver. 
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