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PREFACE 

The interest of the writer in different nationalities 

dates back o his early dates in his home in Montreal, 

Canada. At that time he saw something of work, in the 

American Presbyterian Church, carried on by a returned. 

missionary from China, amongst the Chinese laundrymen from 

Canton. After graduation from McGill University, he 

engaged, amongst other occupations, in teaching in the Frencr 

Protestant Schools at Pointe-aux-Trembles near his native 

city--Mission Schools under the Presbyterian Church in 

Canada. Following his theological studies in Montreal and 

during post graduat.e studies in Glasgo , he was appointed 

to Korea and left almost innn.ediately to take ·up work there 

over twenty-three years ago. Hence the riter's interest 

in other nations dates from an early period and covers most 

of his life so far. The years of service in Korea and 

Manchuria, bringing him into touch wi~h the Oriental nations 

of the Far East, have greatly deepened his appreciation of 

other peoples. Thus the interest in the Canton laundrymen 

in Montreal has broadened into a friendship 1th many 

Chinese, Japanese, Koreans and Russians wh.om he has learned 

to respect and love. Hence his interest in the subject under 

consideration. A Canadian business man, whom the writer 



knew in his pre-missionary days, told him of Chinese in 

Shanghai whom he had known and who, he felt, would, if neces-

sary die for him. The writer since has formed a like con-

viction concerning certain Korean church workers, that they 

too ould be willing to do the same for him, and this -helps 

to shape one's attitude towards their race. For years he 

has realized the great importance of turning over, as fast 

as possible,. the work of the Church to the native pastors 

and workers--a princtple characteristic of Korean missionar~ 

ies, and has tried, speaking humbly, to honor the native 
~ 

pastors, o~ly to find that they are bound to not let the 

foreigner get into the background, ever seeking to push the 

missionary into places of honor in their presbyteries and in 

church work generally. Since coming on furlough various 

studies, such as the Rise of Religions, Customs & Cultures, 

Imperialism and Communism, have greatly deepened his interest 

. in political and religious problems that are international 

or interracial. Amongst these is the problem of the passing 

over of the church work (which on his arrival in Korea was so 

much in the hands of foreigners) by the missionaries to the 

native church upon which he hopes his thesis may throw some 

light. 

An urgent, vital problem. 

One need only read in newspapers, magazines and books 

articles dealing with interracial and international questions 

as bearing on politics and on the great program of Christian-



ity to realize the importance of seeking through divine 

wisdom and love to help work out these problems in Korea. 

Korea is a little country, but of great strategic value 

because of her position as the pasi~and present arena of 

struggle for influence of Japan, China and Russia. Great 

missionary gatherings and conventions of student volunteers 

have considered interracial religious problems as vital 

topics for discussion, and the recent International llission

ary Council at Jerusalem has given the movement · towards 

the Christian solution a new urge in the upward direction. 

The mutual achievement and happiness of the nations of the 

world must depend on men's ideas and attitudes towards other 

nations both in politics and religion. One can less than 

ever live his life alone today--neither can any nation 

so do. The hard condition of the better class peasants in 

Russia; the Koreans with aspirations that so often seem to 

them to follow paths . that only lead into blind alleys; the 

po er of the military, the ravages of bandits and of famine 

affecting the lives of the Chinese, must concern the Christ

ians of America and Canada. These questions of race and 

nationality touch the core of our influence abroad as nation~ 

or individuals. Unless we form right attitudes to ards 

these peoples of another race and color, we can have no 

adequate share in meeting the urgent challenge of the world 

to Christians to so .uplift Christ that He may "dra all men 

unto Himself". 



Own experience. 

The list of bibliography is given at the end of the 

thesis, but in addition to material secured from such books 

and magazines the writer has given much material from his 

own knowledge. The sparsity of published information on 

"The Building up of an Independent Korean Church"--the theme 

of this thesis--has thrown the author back on his own obser

vations more than would otherwise have been the case. 

The large amount of original material is not what some 

traveller might pick up in observation or through inquiry 

during a few months' stay in Korea, but is ent ined in the 

experience of both the author's wife and himself, ho have 

each put in over a score of ·years of service in Korea and 

Manchuria amongst the Koreans. 

The original material is largely the result of convic

tions born from close personal contact with the people 

about whom the author writes and whom he has learned to 

love--the people of the Land of the Morning Calm. The 

writer is deeply grateful to his wife for the help given-

Chapter IV on Woments Work being ent~rely her contribution 

due to years of experience in service for Korean omen. 

The writer is also sincerely indebt d to Dr. Lambertus Hekhu:.s 

Dean of Liberal Arts, ichita University, hose encourage

ment and inspiration have so helped the writer in composing 

this thesis and in his efforts to secure an M.A. degree. 

The studies in the Department of Religion under Dr. Hekhuis 

have also been a real blessing and will definitely aid the 



writer in church work among the Koreans. 

The writer would also like to record his appreciation 

. . of help received in his studies under Professor Hugo Wall, 

whose teachings on Communism, FascU,m and German Democracy 

will newly equip him for work and life in the Far East. 

Another real source ···of help in better fitting the 

writer for service abro~d has been the teachings received 

under Professor john Rydjord in the course on Imperialism 

and Modern Politics, to whom the writer is deeply grateful. 
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CHAPTER I 

History of the Movement in Korea for Self
Support, Self-government and Self

propagation. 

From the days of the early missionaries of the modern 

Protestant movement in Korea, the principles of self-support 

self-government and self-propagation have been predominant 

factors in helping to found and to mould a Church which 

would in time become a self-reliant, independent, living 

Church. In the early period of missio,n ark in Seoul, 

according to Mrs. Underwood, Dr. Underwood stood alone, at 

times, on the station in regard to various questions that 

came up. He met with opposition in the publishing of his 

Korean dictionary nd grammar, which however ere a great 

success. This opposition led to his sending his resignatio 

to the Board in New York. But a very tactful and comfortin 

letter from the President of the Board secured his oontin-

uanoe at his post. It as under sue~ trying circumstances 

and differences of opinion when Dr. ·underwood felt extremely 

the need of guidance, and doubtless the other missionaries 

too, that Dr. Nevins c8llle from China with his princi~les of 

s lf-support. 1th the great poverty of the Korean people 

and their temptation to too much depend on the Home Church, 

these principles were of great value in producing self-

1 
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relianc.e and a full commitment to God as the source of 

inspiration. Not only Dr. Underwood, the first Protestant 

clerical missionary to Korea, but later in the North, Drs. 

Samuel Moffett and Graham Lee--all 1;)1ree men of outstanding 

influence in the formative period of the Korean Church, 

ere strong advocates for the building up from the beginning 

of a self-supporting and self-governing church, (the 

foundations for an independent native church). 

Mrs. Underwood in her book entitled "Underwood of 

Korea'' ( p. 99) thus describes the situation: 

Soon after this we· had a visit from Dr. and Mrs. Nevins 
of China. (~pril, 1890). This old and experienced mission
ary from a field in many respects so like our on, as wel
comed as from Heaven. Mr. Underwood had repeatedly ritten, 
begging that some one of experience on the field might be 
sent to us; he felt so young and so at a loss facing the 
many problems hich th work presented. Dr. Nevins was a 
wonderful help and explained to us all the self-support 
methods which he had used in Chi.na and which afterward ere 
practically adopted by our Mission (Presbyterian North, U.S •• ) 
with such amplifications and changes as circumstances seemed 
to require. 

Then Mrs. Underwood quotes from "The Call of Korea" by her 

husband his own words as to the rules then adopted, 

(1) To let each man abide in the calling here he 
was fqund, teaching that each was to be an individual worker 
for Christ and to live Christ in his own nelg$:borhood, 
supporting himself by his trade. · 

(2) To develop church methods and machinery only as 
far as the native church as able to take care of and 
manage the same. 

(3) As far as the church itself was able to provide 
the men and means, to set aside those ho seemed the better 
qua ified to do evangelistic ark among their neighbors. 

{4) To let the natives provide their own church 
buildings, hich ere to be native in architecture and of 
such styl as the native church could afford to put up. 

The principles of self-support, self-propagation and 
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self-government s taken over from the Nevins methods in 

China have undoubtedly been under God's han the main reason 

for the wonderful success of church work in Korea. 

Of course the d ep political sdrrow occasioned by the 

loss of their Kingdom, with the intense humiliation and utte 

hopelessness that follo ed, have done much to lead them 

nearer to God and to make them feel that their highest desti 

is not a temporal one but a spiritual. 

There is a parallel with the situation of the Hebre s 

of the exile, ho feeling that all of temporal value as 

gone, re lized that they had God, the only living and true 

God, and His word ·hich abideth forever. It may also be 

stated that the Korean is naturally of a spiritual type of 

mind, which furnishes a good soil for the so ing of the 

ord. Such convictions on the part of scholars in Korea 

as the belief that the Son of God as to come to save the 

world, also lent forc·e to the preaching of the Gospel. 

Then again the revivals that spread thro_ughout Korea 

beginning in Pyengyang - in 1907 have greatly deepened the 

life of the Church, so often giving it background necessary 

for the Koreans to forge ahead themseives. At the time the 

revival started at a Bible Study Class in Pyengyang, th_ere 

as very urgent need for it. The missionaries themselves 

needed to get closer to God and to live still holier lives. 

They ere convicted of sin at a time when they ere much in 

prayer. This had to be before they could enter into, with 

their Korean brethren, any movement for a rea1 deepening of 



the spiritual lives of Christ's followers in Korea. Korean 

hatred owing to the political situation was bitter against 

japan, there being a danger of a church uprising, and there 

was a constant temptation for Christians to think more of 

their national loss and humiliation than of their God, whom 

they had not lost, and their duty to their Master. As I 

have mentioned, the 1907 Revival broke out in Phengyang, 
. 

and then spread to many plaoes throughout the peninsula. 

George Paik in his History of Protestant Missions quotes an 

account given of the Pyengyang Revival on pp. 356 etseq., 

4 

. by William Cecil o.f England, which was published in ~he 

London Times and also gives a quotation in the same movement 

by Bishop M. c. Harris--Bishop in J"apan and Korea at that 

time under Methodist Episcopal Church North, U.S.A. Lord 

Cecil takes up the affair after a Korean church officer at 

the Bible Study Class had arisen and confessed a grudge whicb 

he had against a missionary, asking the missiane.ry's forgive-

ness. Lord Cecil's words are as follows: 

As the missionary stood and began to pray, a strange 
emotion overtook the audience. He reached only the words 
"My Fa.ther.n when a rush of power from without seemed to 
take hold of the meeting. The Europ~a.ns described its 
manifestation as terrifying. Nearly everyone present was 
seized with the most· poignant sense of mental anguish; before 
each one his own sins seemed to be rising in condemnation 
of his life. .. Some were springing to their feet pleading 
for an opportunity to relieve their consciences by ma.king 
t heir abasement known, others were silent, but rent with 
agony, clenching their fists and striking their heads against 
the ground in the struggle to resist the power, that would 
force them to confess their misdeeds. From eight in the 
evening till five in the morning did this same go on, and 
then the missionaries horror-struck at some of the sins 
confessed frightened by the presence of a power which could 
work such, wonders, reduced to tears by the mental agony of 



the Korean disciples whom they loved so dearly, stopped, 
but many of the Koreans spent the night awake; some in 
prayer, others in terrible spiritual conflict. 

Next day the missionaries hoped that the storm was over 
and that the comforting teaching of the Holy ord would 
bind up the wounds of yester-night; but again the same 
anguish, the same confession of si ; and so it went on for 
several days. 

After this revival movement had spread throughout Korea 

Lord Cecil wrote in the London Times, 

Whatever may be the result, the development of events 
in Korea will be atched by men with the keenest interest, 
and not the least interested will be those who see in this 
outpouring of the Spirit at Pyengyang an analogous manifes
tation of that which preceded the great ·esleyan movement. 
You have only to read the Journal of John esley and compare 
it with the account of the manifestation at Pyengyang to 
realize that the phenomena are very closely akin. 

There -is in both cases an extraordinary manifestation 
of power; people are convinced of their sins by another fore 
than ~eason, and the power that convinces gives them strengt 
not only to overcome sin but to convince others. The 
Koreans ho were at the original meetings have gone forth, 
like fesley•s converts, their preaching has been wonderf'ully 
successf'ul--so much so that there are not a fe who say that 
it is through Korea that the light of Christianity will 
shine to the Far Eastern world. 

As mentioned above, Bishop Harris also witnessed to the 

permanent effect . for good of these revivals:-

The effects following this movement are wholly good; 
the church raised to a higher spiritual level, almost entire 
absence of fanaticism because of previous careful instructio 
in the Bible; not one case of insanity, but many thousands 
clothed in their right mind; scores of men called to the 
holy ministry, greater congregations searching the ord, as 
many as two thousand meetings in all places for the study of 
the Btble; man{ thousands learning to read, and making 
inquiries * * Drunkards, gamblers, thieves, a.dul terers, 
murderers, self-righteous Confucianists, and dead Buddhists, 
and thousands of devil worshippers have been ne men in 
Christ, the old things gone forever. 

These revivals throughout the country--and there have 

been some repetitions on a ~maller scale since, as · the 

revival in the Presbyterian Seminary at Pyengyang about two 

5 



years ago--have brought thousands of newcomers into the 

Church. Not only that,the Christians themselves were 

consecrated anew to God. The spirit of giving--leading up 
.... 

to the better carryins out of self-support ideas-- was 

wonderful and blessed. Baskets of silver and gold and 

jewels and ornaments, as well as bolts of silk and other 

things, were freely given as offerings for the work and 

this spirit has continued to the pres~nt day and made it 

possible for Koreans even in the midst of their great 

poverty to support the work of the Church in a way which is 
( 

unique, amo~gst the Mission Fields of the woDld. The 

giving of one tenth one's income has been strenuously 

advocated in Korea. An example o:r the effectiveness and 

6 

joy of such a working basis in the Christian life, I shall 

never forge,t--which occurred in Sungjin where I was statione • 

At revival services conducted by Kim Ik Dhn, the Billy Sunda 

of Kores., in a large tent 1 he was mgng the Christians to 

give their tenth. In order to apply this more concretely, 

he took out his pocketbook and showed in one division some 

money that was for the use of their family and in another 

division money that as a tenth offering was already devoted 

to God. His joy was so apparent and he had the means right 

there, and apparently always on hand, to help the unfortunat 

and pitiable leper roped off at the back of the tent in 

which we were meeting. 

Through the quickening of the spiritual life comes 

the consecration of the means of the Church and this is a 
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strong factor 1n · bringing out self-support and in contribut

ing to the establishment of an independent native Church. 

The spirit of self-propagation has been wonderfully 

illustrated in the case of the big Central Church in 

Pyengyang under the noted blind pastor Kil Sun Joo. Out of 

this congregation have gone forth some 47 other congregationo. 

The principle of self-government is most impressively 

seen as one attends General Assembly where the Korean pastor: 

and elders praetiealmy do the business, though missionaries · 

have also a part. I visited my brother in Syenchun, North 
'l 

West Korea in 1928, and attended a meeting of the North 

Pyengyang Province Presbytery. Out of hundreds of Korean 

Christians (some 200 delegates I think} gathered 1n one of 

the big churches, there was hardly a foreigner in evidence 

as the Korean Moderator and his native brethren . conducted 

the affairs of Presbytery. True another missionary and 

my brother had some share in the proceedings as memoers of 

Presbytery. So truly has the first _principle of self-

government by the Koreans been adhered to. 

Thus then the great principles of self-support, self

government and self-propagation have marked the history 

o:f Christ's church in Korea working towards the day when 

Koreans alone will do the ork of the Korean Church. 



... 
CH.APTER II 

The Spirit of Independence and the Nation
wide Movement of 1919. 

In order to understand the outburst of nationalistic 

spirit in ·the Independence Movement of 1919, one would do 

well to glance at some events in the previous two score 

years that bear an in luence on that movement. Dr. George 

Paik in hisnHistory of Protestant ,Missions in Korea"-, pp. 

158-165, gives an historical sketch of the conditions of 

the country some of which, in substance, I will relate. 

The 'emente in December, 1884, was a turning point 

in the political history of the Far East. The failure of 

the coup by the Korean revolutionists under the guidance 

of the japanese meant a loss of all hope for progressive 

reform in Korea. Japan lost the respect of the Korean 

people and the long-standing hatred for her was intensified. 

Chinese influence in the peninsula was thus increased 

and under Li Hung Chang, China 1nade desperate effort.a to 

strengthen her claims. Yuan Shih Kai, Chang's lieutenant, 

took up his residence in Seoul. Thus the Chinese drove the 

Japanese from Korea and attempted to reassert Chinese 

suzerainty over the peninsula Kingdom. Here we have Chinese 

intrigue. But Russia also had an eye on Korea. She was 

not satisfied with her icebound port of Vladivostock and 

8 
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wanted outlets to the sea further south, whi.le the presence 

of a hostile power 1n Korea would frustrate this purpose. 

Without possessing Korea, she -could have no assurance that 

she could even hold what she had gained in Siberia, much 

less penetrate into Manchuria. Hence she sent to Korea an 

able and experienced diplomat, C. Waeber, her Minister at 

Peking, who was successful in advancing the interests of 

his nation especially in securing the privilege of internal 

trade. Here we have Russian intrigue and a new power brough 

to the political stage in Korea. 
\. 

Under the control of the pro-Chinese reactionaries, the 

body politic of the Korean government was rotten to the core. 

The s·elling and buying of governmental posi tians was widely 

practised and one who purchased an official position gene~al 

reimbursed himself by extortion. Tax levies were increased 

by local and national governments until they reached three 

to four times the legal rate. Extravaganoe, , licentiqusnea, 

and debauchery were the order of the day at court. 

The suffering people could no longer endure things 

and in 1893 insurrection broke out in Northern Korea and 

in the following years the, TongHaks (a religious patriotic 

body--TongHaks means eastern learning) rose in rebellion 

in the south. The helpless court because of the oncoming 

army of the TongHaks turned to China for help, who sent 

soldiers to the southern provinces to put down this move-

ment. A few days later, according to the Conventio 

they notified the Japanese government of the movement of 
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their troops. But the J'ape.nese sent forces direct to the 

capital and the Sino-japanese War began, in which Japan was 

victorious. Its end in 1895 began a new epoch in the historr 

of the Far East. By the treaty which follow6d, China 

recognized the complete independence of Korea and japanese 

influence supplanted theirs. japan assumed the task of 

colonizing Korea (a term common in European Imperialism in 

Africa) and se·nt Count Inouye as her minister to Seoul. 

He was followed by Viscount Miura as Minister at whose 

instigation the Queen of Korea was atrociously murdered in 
\. 

the palace at Seoul, October 8, 1895. I remember visiting 

t he palace in my earliest sightseeing in the old capital 

in September, 190?. Following this, the fearstricken King 

was for months in personal danger. At last he fled to the 

Russian legation, which led to the overthrow of Jfll)anes~ 

control (as a result ·or the murder of the Queen} and the 

turn1ng of Korea over to Russia as completely as though 

Russia had waged the war with China for the possession of 

the land. 

Soon after this Russia and Japan crune to an agreement 

which prevented the open aggression of the two powers. 

Russia however determined to control Korea and worked thraugl 

French inf&uence where it was difficult for her toopenly aett 

In January, 1900, they set about through intrigue to harass 

and injure Japanese interests in every way possible, but 

rivalry between Russia and Japan became so keen that finally 

the wa~ broke out. The de·fensive alliance bet een J'apan 
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and Great Britian in 1902 was preparatory to it. japan 

could possibly have guided Korea to strong independent state 

but she preferred Korea to be a protectorate, the buffer 

state between Russtan and japanese imperialism. While the 

war as still in progres in J"anuary, 1905, President Roosev lt 

wrote, n e cannot possibly interfere for the Koreans against 

Japan." Roosevelt had a secret treaty 1th japan support 

ing the J"apanese suzerainty. (T. Dennett, President Roose

velt's Secret Pact with japan, The Current History Magazine, 

October, 1924, p. 18) 
\ 

This certainly seemed contrary to the treaty 1th Korea 

made in May, 1882 through Commander Shufeldt, Article I, 

which reads, "I~ other Powers deal unjustly or oppressively 

with either government, the other will exert their good 

offices, on being informed of the case, to bring about an 

amicable arrangement; thus showing their friendly feelings." 

(Korean Treaties compiled by Henry Chung) Thus Korea 

had no friend to stand by her in her hour of need. Britian 

was helpless because of her alliance with ~apan and even 

· though the Korean Emporer sent a secret mission to the 

Hague in 1907, they got no hearing--there as no nation that 

had large enough material interests in Korea to take up the 

quarrel with Japan. Marquis Ito, the first representative 

for_ japan, sent ove~ after the establishment of the Suzer

inty, was murdered by young Kor an at Harbin in October, 

1909 ( for Koreans looked upon him as the one large.ly respon-

sible for the giving over of Korea to Japan). This assass-
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ination ga~e Xapanese military men the opportunity to annex 

Korea, sending Count Teranchi as Governor General. Such 

principles as "self-determination" had doubtless their 

influence follo ing the Great ar. 

nd now, turning from Dr. Paik, let me speak of the 

Annexation. ell do I remember the occasion that the 

announcement was made as I was staying at the home of 

Dr. McRae, one of the Hamheung (capital of South Hamlcying 

Province) missionaries on August 22, 1910. An officer 

from the local gendarmerie visited Dr. McRae that Sunday 

morning and informed him of the Annexation. At the close 

of his morning worship in the church, Dr. McRae called 

together in the basement of the church, his church officers 

and informed them of what had happened. The news was like 

a bolt out of a clear sky even though Korea had been under 

japanese suzerainty. Some bore the unspeakable humiliation 

and sorrow with greater control, but others were violent in 

their condemnation of Japan but of course could do nothing. 

My own personal helper, later when we were passing a pro

clamation, in a public place, of the Annexation, pointed 

to it describing it as the announcement of Korea's slavery. 

And so years passed with a deep through passive resistance 

(the force of which no foreigner could well detect) in the 

hearts of many, many Iforeans until on that memorable 

occasion when on March 1, 1919 the Independence Nationwide 

Movement began in Seoul. 

Walter Russell Batsell in his book entitled "Soviet 



Rule in Russia", chapter 3 on The Problem of Nationalities, 

says, "Among the vague catch phrases which sprang into 

prominence during the world war was the doctrine of self

determination, of the feeling of the .oppressed peoples, the 

right to an independent existence of nationalities desiring 

it. This doctrine the exact implications of which were 

never very clearly defined, was re-echoed in many quarters 

where its full significance and potential dangers ere not 

realized. * * * Russia from the earliest days of the 

war feared the danger of disunion occasioned by the princi

ple of nationality." 

We knor that there were these stirrings for national 

life among such peoples as the Poles and Finns, but in 

13 

vain. As Bat sell puts it, "Upon the beginning of the orld 

ar in 1914 the Russian government, save for its manifesto 

to the Poles, made no special concessions to in the support 

of non-Slavic peoples •. On the contrary it appeared deliber-

ately to antagonize them. To the Poles autonomy and self-

government were promised, but under the Tsar any hopes that 

may have existed for greater local freedom were dashed by 

legislation such as the Russification Decree of the Tsar 

in 1914 as applied to the Finns. This decree contained 

'appropriate measure for reinforcing the authority of the 

Imperial Government in Finland'." 

'L'his policy was maintained in the winter of 1916-1917; 

Again we find the same desires for self-determination under 

Bolshevik Russia, and the same hopes held out and then 
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dashed to the ground. For example, the Republic of' 

Ukraine tested this out and found instead of real national

ism and independence there crune the Bolshevik military 

conquest of her country. from Pett;ograd and the abolition of' 

all but a fiction of independence under ~olshevik Imperial

ism. And as we turn to Korea, we se.e the same desires for 

self-determination. for freedom and independence which led 

to the nationwide movement of March, 1919. In Russia we 

have seen Tsarist and Bolshevik imperialism, while in 

Korea we see the imperialistic hand of japan .• Thomas 
\. 

Parker Moon in his book entitled "Imperialism and World 

Politics", after condemning the imperialism of different 

countries including England (where in Kipling's words 

imperialism was regarded as "the white man's burden""), says, 

1
• japan aptly imitatin~ Europe, took Formosa, Korea, part 

of Manchuria, Shantung *· * and during the Great War attemp1- . 
ed at a single stroite to make all China virtually a Japanese 
proteotorate. 

He again writes, 

Specifically Japanese imperialism has meant the annexa
tion of Formosa and Korea. 

Is it any wonder then that nationalistic urges should at 

times show themselves and that the great Korean Independence 

Movement of March, 1919 should occur? 

Has no~ this spirit appeared in country after country 

in similar circumstances as Korea since the Great War? 

For example, the nationalist spirit of Egypt <: finally securin~: 

Independenoe • . The nationalist spirit of Turkey under Kemal 

Pasha that won so much from the Allies at the close of the 
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war annulling so much the treaty of Sevres was surely 

unjust towards 'furkey in different respects,--the nationalis 

spirit of Ghandi and his followers in India today. Even in 

Korea itself we hear reports of students in many schools 

throughout the peninsula and o·ver in Manchuria having again 

called "Mansei" "Long live Korea" on behalf of the Indepen-

dence of Korea.and been imprisoned. Some fifty of the 

young men and women of our own missionary schools in 

Lungchingtsun, East Manchuria, · were reported taken to 

prison. 
\ 

Korea's rising in 1919 was then but orepart of the 

great advance in nationalistic feeling in so many countries. 

Let us now trace the 1919 movement. 

The nationwide movement for Independence began in 

Seoul, the capital that old unique city,, at 2 p.m., March 

1, 1919. As Hugh Cyrus in "The Rebirth of Korea", at 

p. 15, 17, nMansei! Mansei? M-a-n-s-e-i<!" nTen thousand 

years for Korea? Long live Korea!" Thus in the midst of 

mighty shou.~s.,. ; the Korea that had been dead and buried for 

eight and a half years "rose from the dead" at two o'clock 

in the afternoon of the first day of March, 1919. A 

different nation t .his reborn Korea is from the old, of whose 

passing an author wrote over a decade before (Hurlburt's 

"The Passing of Korea"). The ~ragic cry she uttered in her 

last movement as "My Go-d, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 

me?" Now her inspiring and assuring words are, "Be not 

afraid; go tell my brethren." Be not afraid, you· who 
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abandoned me in the hour of trial; be not afraid you have 

done me to death (this Christian forgiving spirit is often 

seen in Christ's followers in Korea) for I am not going to 

be· revengeful; be not afraid you my c_:tuldren ho have suf

fered so much in humiliation and despair. Go tell my 

brethren, men of all colors and races, to take courage, 

for righteousness will soon triumph." ***The sh~ning 

and soaring ideals of President ilson flashed from one 

continent to another, and his clear and keen notes rang 

from shore to shore. 11 these things contrasted with 

their on unendurable conditions, made the Korean people 

impatient with the Gods that withheld from them an opportun

ity to express their yearnings and to attain their hearts' 

desires. What less could be expected of the Koreans, who 

have a proud history of over forty centuries, and whose 

hearts have been steeled by ten years of military rule of 

another people? 

rise. 

The new Korea had to rise and it did 

The funeral of the ~ate Korean Emperor afforded a 

unique opportunity for the Independence Movement as it is 

estimated that two days before the funeral there ere two 

hundred thousand people on the streets of the capi tal--many 

having come from the country parts to pay their respects to 

the last represent tive of the Korean dynasty that had 

pas~ed a ay. The ~apanese police this day ere very active 

examining students of one of the Christian schools and em

ployees of the Y •• C.A. before the demonstration, but in 
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spite of their yigilance, they were entirely ignorant of 

the meeting of the 33 men who drew up the Declaration of 

Independence and started the movement in Korea. Of' these, 

15 belonged to the "Heavenly Sect", l!i were Christians 

(including Kil Sun J"oo of Pyengyang, the blind pastor and 

one of Korea's best known ministers) and 3 were Buddhists. 

About a year ago, while staying with my family at the 

~rivat~ boardinghouse conducted by lady missionaries in 

Seoul--missionaries of' the Southern Methodist Episcopa1 

Mission, U.S.A.--! saw the very room in the Tai Wha Kwan 

where these 33 men had drawn up their document in March, 

1919 and where the freedom of Korea had been signed away ten 

years. before. These buildings, of which this room was a 

part, are now used for evangelistic work for women. They 

had be,en used as a residence of the late Emperor and his 

favorite wife. It was these 33 men who risked so much for 

the freedom of their country before the eyes· of the civilizec 

world, that sent a young man to one of the small central 

parks with a copy of the Declaration. He read this before 

thousands of people and really began the mov·ement fo.r these 

crowds with a mighty voice raised the cheers of Mansei that 

filled · the air and were reecho~d else here in Seoul--nMansei' 

"Long live Korea". · Perhaps a few sentences trom the 

Declaration_ of Independence of Korea might here be given: 

We hereby proclaim Korea an independent state and her 
people free. We announce it to the nations o.f the world, 
and we also make it known to our posterity for ten thousand 
generations that they may hold this right as free people for 
all time. ** * Victims of the inheritance of an ancient 
age of plunder and brute force, we have come, for the first 
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time in our history of thousands of years, to taste for a 
decade the bitterness of oppression by an alien race. * * * 
Our ish is to move the japanese government, bound though 
it is with old ideas and passed by influences, a victim of 
the love of fame that acts and manifests itself in unnatural 
and unreasonable errors, to change to something better and 
return by a straight road to the Satrr~of innocence. The 
result of unasked for annexationas been oppression, time
serving partiality, statistic based on false reports intend d 
to sho the opposite of the truth in a profit-and-loss 
account bet een our two peoples. 

The farther they go the deeper they dig a trench of 
resentment bet een us that no reconciliation can bridge. 
Behold the present result. Let them make right hat is 
wrong - nd by a just comprehension based upon sympathy, open 
up a new and kindly relationship which shall put an end to 
trouble and bring blessing to both. Is not their need this 
realization? * * * (1) Our work today is the demand any 
people would make in behalf of truth, humanity, life and 
honor, so let us manifest the spirit of independence only, 
and not the spirit of strife. * * ~ (3) Let everything be 
done in order, so that our purpose and attitude, in every 
circumstance, may commend themselves a~ right. 

The 4252d year of the 
Kingdom of Chosen 
March 1st 

Representatives of the People 
Son Pyeng Heui, Kil Sun JOO 

Signed and thirty-one other names. 

The 33 men notified the police of what they had done and 

were unresistingly arrested and taken to prison. 

The agitation as then idespread in Seoul on March 1st 

and the police endeavored to suppress it, but in vain. Marc 

2d being Sunday, a large demonstration, though planned, was 

not carried out, as Christians ere unwilling to join it on 

that day. The third and fourth ere quiet o ing to the 

funeral rites being observed of the late Korean Emporer; but 

on the fifth, the agitation was renewed. While one must 

grant that japan had either to put down these agitations 

or give up Korea, one cannot excuse her for the brutal and 

disgraceful way her police at times handled the Korean 
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patriots. It was a curious fact that a newspaper called 

the "Independence News" was issued the day of the rising and 

went on for years in spite of all the japanese police could 

do to suppress it; they being similarly baffled in their 

attempts to find out how it was printed. Movements of 

similar nature took place throughout the peninsula. The 

·great Y. M.C.A. worker, the late Yi Sung jai, when asked 

who was back of the movement said that the people of the 

entire peni_nsule. were • . ,,, 
To continue the account of the Korean struggle for 

\. 

liberty, let . me go back in memory to the events that happen~ 

ed in the port of Sungju North East Korea about ten days lator 

than Seoul, where we were living at the time. The morning 

of the uprising I' visited our local Christian Boys' School 

of which I was principal and returned home but when my 

wife as principal of the Girls' School tried to go down 

town to her school later in the day, she was sent baek. 

The local Koreans marched out on hearing a ... bugle call 

sounded by one of our young men who had been in prison in 

Pyengyang for efforts to free his country and just recently 

set free. His friends had tried to keep this man out of 

this movement, but in vain. A. great procession of people, 

soon filed out to an open field·where our local minister 

offered prayer to God. He too could have slipped off into 

the country parts, but he would not leave his people in 

the hour of their need and so met with a sentence of two 

years' imprisonment as a leader. The crowd later surged 
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through the Korean town on down into the Japanese town where 

they encountered the opposition of the police. But on they 

went until they reached the magistracy, where the Korean 

magistrate--the prefect--addressed them. Many of' our 

Christians, of course, ere in the demonstration. One timid 

little gentle woman amongst our Christians, though exceed

ingly brave on occasion, said that before she knew it she 

had gone on with the crowd till she was right under the 

pointed rifles of the Japanese and Korean police as they 

awaited the Koreans at the foot of the hill on which stood 
\. 

the magistracy. The slumbering fires of eight and a half 

years since Annexation had suddenly burst into a flame in 

this woman's heart and the hearts of hundreds of thousands 

throughout Korea, which carried her on regardless of the 

consequences and led her to shout for the freedom of her 

country. This spirit was doubtless augmented- by the ·memory 

of a father executed as a Korean officer, who had risen 

against the power of Japan when the Japanese disbanded the 

Korean Army after the Suzerainty over Korea was secured. 

That night the chief of police sent for our local pastor, 

the boys school teacher and myself' to come to the police 

station. Here followed an embarrassing time for the police 

as they lost ~rack of me, for on the road down I left the 

main street and ent off to inform the Korean teacher. 

They would call at our house and ask my wife as to where I 

was, doubting whether I had obeyed the summons, and on 

learning from her that I had left, and yet knowing I did not 
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report at police headquarter~, they were baffled for a 

while. Koreans would also call at our house in order to 

find out where I was and their faces showed their keen 

tension and also their keen interest n the welfare of their 

missionary. 

On my ay back from meeting the Japanese Chief of 

Police, the Korean prefect and a Korean seargent, whose 

brother had already been shot in a similar rising by the 

Koreans in Lungchingtsun, Ea.st Manchuria, where we are now 

located met us. I met the body of Korean men again making 

their way down towards \the police headquarte.rs and urged 

them not to continue their efforts, but in vain. 

The next day, while some of our Christian leaders were 

in consultation as to a :f'urther turn out, a procession was 

started in the town and ere long the reports of the rifles 

of ~he police, aided by local Japanese civilians, were heard 

and we could see the Koreans scattering across the field to 

the north of the town. One Christian young man was brought 

in, shot through the heart and lungs, and he died in spite 

of our doctor's efforts to help him. It was sad to witness 

his struggle for life--sad to realize that it was but one of 

many similar results as the penalty of opposing Imperialism. 

I must say, however, that later a Korean policeman told me 

that his chief had given orders th~t they do not shoot to 

kill and certainly he as more merciful than in a nearby 

town where the Koreans were shot right down. The police 

headquarters were just filled with our people for two or 
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three days, when it was said the Chief never took off his 

clothes in order to lie down to sleep. The police examina-

tions over, some Koreans were let go free, others ere sent 

to larger places than Sungjin for further trial, for impriso -

mentor flogging. 

The cost of the move for liberty in little Korea can 

never be estimated in suffering, in shame, 1n death, and yet 

as it in vain? 

Korea had registered before the orld her strong desire 

for independence and her strong dissatisfaction 1th the 

rule of Japan. Tne Korean nation was awakened in a new 

sense: to the ·value of hat they had lost--their Kingdom. 

The cost of the move for freedom deepened in an immeasurable 

way the feeling of patriotism and tremendously developed 

the spirit of nationalism and the spirit of unity. 

Moon in sp.eaking of the Korean situation at pages 

361, 362, states ell some of the material benefits Japanese 

rule has brought the Koreans. I quote 

Materially, ·Korea as benefited. Handsome government 
buildings, neat railway stations, up-oo-date school buildings, 
1500 busy factories, gave the country a progressive appear
ance, and impressed foreign ·visitors ith the efficiency 
of Japanese administration. The ~apanese official reports 
on the administration of Korea tell of reforms and progress. 

The above things, and more so, are true materially. 

Then he adds: Koreans, on the other hand complained 
that Korea became 'a paradise for Japanese loan sharks and 
speculators'; that intellectual liberty was strangled (this 
has been a serious charge against Japan); that Korean 
farmers ere systematically driven off their land, to take 
refuge in Manchuria. 

Moon cites Henry Chung in "The Case for Korea", at 

·pages 115-117, and · then he adds some very significant 
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Korea, · 
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It is easy to see why the Koreans .should feel that they 
were being reduced to the position of hewers of wood and 
drawers of water. 

And it was almost inevitable that sentiments of nationalism 

and therefore of rebelliousness should spread among a 

population of eighteen million Koreans, governed by alien 

officials. The Korean nationalist agitation flared up at 

the close of the Great var, when nations everywhere were 

demanding self-determination. But by ruthless repression 
\ 

of the insurgents and imprisonment of suspects, Japan sup-

pressed the movement, for the time being. Korea was a rich 

colony, but would Japan be able to hold it permanently, in 

the face of Korean Nationalism? 

In other words, laying aside the needs for material 

reforms, Japan though ·she had helped Korea much in a materia 

way {and one who has lived a score or more of years knows 

that many more benefits than Moon mentions have come to the 

Kore ns, though "materialism" from Japan has from a religious 

standpoint, I believe, done harm) has not won the soul of 

Korea and hence a nationwide rising like the Independence 

Movement of 1919. In other words to broaden the area 

it seems to the writer that Great Britain in India, America 

in the Philippines, or Japan in Korea can hardly in the 

soul of the people in these days of a worldwide manifesta

tion of the spirit of nationalism unless each can convince 

the people under her rule that she is willing to give 



independence (not home rule alone under the stronger 

power} when that people is able to meet the situation in 
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managing her own affairs. To return then to the benefits 

of the Mansei movement, a great tide of deep nationalistic ... 
spirit has in my judgment swept over the land because of the 

"ruthless suppression" of the movement. Or as Hugh Cynn 

in his book already ref erred to ( page 31) .says of this 

memor~ble day of March 1st, 

The closing of this never-to-be-forgotten day found Korea 
in her throes with much loss of blood and with a promise 
of more, but it was her· birth-pain; and she as reborn-
never again to die. What form her career would take in 
the days to come time alone can unfold, but already the 
contagion of her new life is influencing the spirit and 
changing the policies of the whole Orient. 

The soul of Korea then was reborn through the sufferingi, 

of the Ma.nse1 Movement. Another result of March, 1919 

was a distinct spiritual advance, ·in my observation, of 

Christian men who suffered through flogging or bore the 

trials of prolonged imprisonment. At such times the 

lure of the realities of life--when superficial things just 

drop a ay--the preciousness of a Friend like jesus, the 

comfort of God's Word in prison can hardly fail to gi e men 

a deeper love for God and a more real committment of their 

lives to His service. A. further result of the Mansei 

Movement has been closer bond between the Native Church 

and the missionary body for the latter could not fail to 

register their disapproval of brutalities that occurred and 

even went soi far as to send a petition to the Governor 

General drawing attention to such things and making request 
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for reforms. 

The Korean nation in e. new way also received an open. 

mind towards Christianity and wonderful opportunities have 

followed for sowing the Gospel seed iri~soil where the seed 

may readily bear fruits that shall abide forever. 
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CHAPTER III 

The Missionary and the Native orker . 

As the writer thinks of the relationship between the 

foreign missionary and the native helper, his thoughts turn 

baok in reminiscence over a score of years. About a year 

after the writer had re~ched the shores of the land of the 

Morning Calm with its white- robed people, and his first 

language teacher had endeavored to initiate him in the 

mysteries of a strange language , a change in teacher was 

made for one who could better help the foreign pastor· as 

he soon would be attempting some church ·work in the country . 

One day then a handsome young Korean, a leader in the church 

thirty miles to the south of Sungjin, Northeastern Korean, 

appeared at the missionary home to become his language 

teacher and to begin that comradeship that may continue for 

life . 

·Mr. Pak was the name of this young Korean, wha was not 

only of good birth, but of fine character. Ten or more 

years before this, Rev . Dr . Swallen, a spiritual power in 

the Northern Presbyterian Mission in Korea, had visit d the 

city of Tan Chun from hich this young man came . The 

Northern Presbyterians had later turned over to the 
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Canadian Mission this territory on the Northeast coast and 

had limited their own labors to a long section stretching 

from the port of Fusan in the extreme south to Pyengyang 

28 

and even farther northwestern cities--~haring different partu 

also with other Protestant Missions. 

As Dr. Swallen and this Korean evangelistentered a 

house in Tan Chun and preached the Gospel they met with 

opposition. Not only in word, I believe, but an attempt 

was made to injure the evangelist. But strange to say the 

missionary and his helper had won a friend as they sought 

to bring the Truth home\ to Koreans, for a young man inter-
' 

vened on their behalf and took the persecutor to task, say-

ing, "When you know nothing about what these men are teachin~: 

why do you molest them?" This young man was Mr. Pak destinEd 

to become an earnest defender of the Truth which, though he 

did not then well understand, if at all, he had championed. 

Though not knowing Christ he had a fairness in his 

nature at that time that has ever marked him since. Mr. 

Pak ·then became the writer's language teacher and so a 

beautiful comradeship was begun ta last for years. He 

travelled with the missionary amongst the country churches 

and was a faithful and cheery helper using his ability to 

increase the influence of the foreign pastor which may be 

greatly helped or hindered according to the tact, wisdom or 

strength of the helper. The time came when he desired to 

study to · be a minister, which brought joy to the writer. · 

Still in his months full of study, he remained the same 



comrade and helper in heat ·or cold, ·as the ork of the 

church was carried her and there, sometimes into far 

interior mountainous places difficult to reach even with 
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pack pony. There came graduation from theological seminary 
. .. 

and now no more directly associated with the missionary, 

from day to day, Mr. Pak became an associat pastor taking 

charge of one section of the territory part from those 

the writer now gave more attention to . Then this Korean 

minister was called to a different part of the country, and 

no longer did our pathways cross except .at 1ong intervals . 

But some years ago, Mr . Pak again met the writer and it 

almost brought embarrassment to have him ask, "Mr . Ross, 

do you still pray for me?" -- for he had gone out of my 

thoughts hile other pastors and helpers had come into the 

range of intercessory prayer . Since coming home to 

America a letter has come from Mr. Pak ho once again is 

evidently back in work in the old Sungjin territory, and 

travelling away off in the interior mountainous districts. 

He thinks of the writer and of our traveles together there 

a score of years ago, and mentions these things in his 

letters . So the relationship of foreign missionary and 

native worker covering a large period has been one of 

comradeship~ one of endeavor to mutually help each other and 

doubtless so 111 continue as our paths cross one another 

again , and this comradeship I consider an essential in the 

missionary'S'·P ssing over the work to the native helpers . 

If the writer stopped to think of the many native Korean 
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workers with whom he has been intimately associated in 

Korea and anchuria, the memory of them would bring sincere 

joy. 

Men who were ever faithful to the missionary and to . ~ 

, the cause for which we worked . 

One has a vivid memory of real danger in swimming a 

swollen river together, of the sorrow brought home by a 

brave helper · directly condemning the writer because a smalleJ· 

church had been sacrificed and one's word not kept by a 

visit- for a larger one (it is difficult for Korean helpers 

to clearly point out bur faults), of courtesy and kindness 

towards the · Japanese expressed by one who had suffered 

imprisonment on behalf of his country, and of many more 

evidences of comradeship in loyalty to the same Master and 

of love for his representative f'rom churches afar . . Such 

happy relationships ~elp so much in difficult adjustments 

due to Devolution. 

second characteristic of a right relationship--an 

essential one-- between the missionary and the native warkerf 

should be a true a)preciation of the native worker on the 

part of the missionary. How patiently Korean helpers bear 

with mistakes in language on the part of missionaries and 

how cheered they are to see real progress in getting spiri

tual ideas across to the churches. 

A possible exception might be that of the writer's 

first language teacher, who, in his zeal for correct Korean 

speaking, took occasion to stop the missionary half way 
~ 
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through a hymn as he sang a solo at a small church service-

desiring him to try the hymn again, correcting his former 

mistake in the language. How patiently native helpers bear 

with the foreigner in unintended breaches of custom and cul

ture . How careful they are at times that the missionary make 

the best impression possible in the presence of officials. 

The native worker so quickly adapts himself to the necessaril~ 

limited vocabulary of the missionary in the early years and 

tries hard to see that the churches come to understand what 

is in the mind of the foreign pastor . 

A third important \matter to be considered in the progress 

of devolution as regards the missionary and the native helper 

can well be expressed in the words of the Greek writer Aristo1le 

"Know thyself", or again in the ·great Apostle Paul's instruc

tions to the Ephesian elders, "rake heed to thyself" . The 

individual missionary.is often more the key to the effective 

work of a body of missionaries taken either as a mission or 

as the Representative Body of the Home Church. The relation 

of the Mission and the Native Church as a Cooperative Venture 

is not to be slighted for a moment and yet, after all , a 

Mission is only made up of individual missionaries and in a 

large measure, before the eyes of the natives,' we stand or 

fall together . 

This is true of course when a Korean Christian sins . 

The writer has had non-Christian Koreans give place to their 

inward feelings in speaking of a certain district as bad 

when I knew that it was the sin of a church helper that they 



were condemning (probably in Eastern courtesy) and the 

foreign pastor as well as the Native Church had to bear 

the same and have one's influence that much lessened. 
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But it is equally true, and this is ·~he point being made, 

that even one missionaryts attitude towards his native 

fello workers, if .wrong, and continued in, may seriously 

hinder at times the effective influence of his fellow 

missionaries. This may be particularly true if the wrong

doings touch a race problem or smack of a proud superiority 

in any way. The missionary should first of all kno 
\. 

himself, take heed to himself, try to look at himself 

through Korean eyes. 

The missionary should try to judge himself by things 

that they count wrong, even though Eastern ideals may con-

flict with western ones. For example, in some quarters 

in the east speaking the truth is not considered as great 

a virtue as the control of one's temper, and whether the 

westerner likes it or not if he is going to have the 

influence he wants, he must most guardedly watch against 

giving way to uncontrolled anger. Some years ago when in 

Toronto, the writer heard from the lips of one of the 

medical examiners of our Foreign Mission Board an incident 

which well illustrates the point in question. The medical 

examiner's sister, who was a missionary in Indi -, had 

written him that she ·felt shocked in witnessing an uncon

trolled display of anger on the part of an older missionary. 

In a dispute over a few cents in purchasing something from · 
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a native, this serious breach in the eyes of Hindu or 

Korean alike occured, and the lady missionary being new in 

the land could not understand such a display of temper over 

something that was worth nothing . 'The reason for the 

older missionary's action was due to his ill health, but at 

the same time his influence for good was lessened in the 

eyes of those who witnessed the scene. 

Of recent years all peoples of the Orient are very 

sensitive to the supe~iori ty co_mple:x: of the Westerner . 

As Dr. Fleming says in his "Devolution in Mission Adminis

tration", page 31, 

In India the white man is a Sahib; everyone makes 
ay for the wearer of the sunday; people saalam; policeman 

salute; the many little symbols of a submissive attitude 
instilled by decades of British rule are exhibited toward 
the missionary without the asking. All the more does he 
find himself' surrounded by sugge·stions of superiority ·when 
he mingles 1th those classes from which most of the. con
verts come . Small onder is it that with the passing of 
the years, unless it. has been consciously and prayerfully 
resisted, little ays of arrogance and patronizing super
iority manifest themselves . 

The missionaries in Korea also have most earnestly to guard 

against this same thing, which there too , as Dr . Fleming 

says of India, is one of the unconscious influences which 

hinder devolution. Missionaries come from western nations 

which·, for the moment hold places of leadership in the world: 

and any manifestation of an attitude of arrogance cuts to 

the quick in these days of intense struggle for self-deter

mination and equality. The French principal of Protestant 

schools near Montreal, ho unsparingly gave himself to his 

task , expressed the same conflict when he said "Would that 
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the visiting committee of our chuch could believe that we 

work hard down here". The visiting ·committee were English 

In .America also we recently heard of an Indian teach who 

bitterly condemned the white teachers in their school for 

their contempt of the work of the Indian fellow workers. 

If a missionary is going to reach the hearts of the Koreans, 

and his work is going to be successful, he must overcome 

this tendency. 

One way to accomplish this end is to realize that in 

some things the Korean is superior to the westerner. Dr. 

Paik in his book already referred to, describes hat the 

great revival in Pyengyang in 1907 did in welding the hearts 

of natives and foreign missionaries. He quotes one of 

the missionaries as follows: "Until this year I was more or 

less bound by that contemptable notion that 'East is East 

and West is est', a·nd that there is no real affinity or 

common meeting ground between them. ith others I had 

said the Korean would never have the religious experience 

such as the est has. These revivals have taught met o 

things: First, that though there may be a thousand things 

on the surface that are the direct opposite of the west, 

the Kore,n is at heart, and in all fundamental things, at 

one with his brother of the west,** In the second place, 

these revivals have taught me, that in the matter of making 

all life religious, in prayer, and in a simple childlike 

trust, _the East not only has many things, but profound 

things, to teach the west, and until we learn these things 



we · ill not know the full orbed Gospel of Christ." . e 

need to remember that Christ as an Oriental and clothed 

His words in Oriental garb and that the whole Bible is a 

distinctly Eastern book and can often be more clearly 

understood by the eastern than the western mind. 
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To emphasize this thought once more one may say that 

it will help the missionary to be .humble if he constantly 

realizes the truth expresse·d in uour Task in India" by 

D. J. Fleming, 

"The Christianity hich is pure and complete will 
' 

not arrive until each religious type has contributed its 

divinely appointed quota to the whole." 

. In the rela tionship of the missionary and the native 

helper is there not some contribution that the Gospel can 

make to the Korean in his deap political sorrow? J°ohn and 

James as they followed Christ had left father, boats, and 

nets, but had they not found something even greater in life? 

ere they not in His service, even greater than Ga1ilean 

fQshermen, having become fishers of men? The Apostles 

also were without their Kingdom and they very naturally 

asked of our Lord at the time of His ascension, "Lord, wilt 

thou at this time restore again the Kingdom to Israel", and 

he said unto them, "It is not for you to know the times or 

the seasons, hich the Father hath put in His own power. But 

ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 

upon you; and ye shall be 1itnesses unto me both in jerusale 

and in all J°ude, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
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part of the earth. " s these ords of Christ brought a 

ne inc en ti ve·, and a new hope ta those J"e ish disciples , so 

the call to witness and to become fishers of men have 
. ~ 

brought a. new incentive and a new hope to tens of thousands 

of Christian Koreans . 

Little Korea has already in e~rnestness and in saorific 

sent her foreign missionaries to help evangelize great China 

Both men and women evangelists and medical men have gone 

over into the Shantung territory and knowing the Chinese 

written characters, they can easily acquire the language, 

and God has blessed their work, causing blessing to the 

home church also , as is the ·case nywhere else in the orld . 

Another very vital point of contact is found in the 

missionary ho~e here the native worker in work with the 

missionary, or his ife in the study, in the music and games 

of social evenings , and as guest at the family table, has 

quite often felt himself to be, in a sense, one of the 

family circle . In these and other ways also he comes in 

touch with those Christian home ideals which have come down 

to us through the years, and which form.a bul ark in our 

Christian civilization. The missionary home , to a far 

greater extent than we Dealize is becoming a pattern for 

the ne type of homes in many of the nations of the Orient 

today, and a strong factor in the development of the highest 

and noblest life of the coming independent native churches . 

lgain in the relationship between the missionary and th 

native worker, the Spirit of J"esus should be so dominant in 
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the missionary's life that he can lead the native helper to 

an ver greater degree to look through the eyes of Jesus 

as he views his fello Koreans and the other peoples about 

him. We read that when Jesus looked on the multitudes he .... 

as moved with compassion toward them, that is he suffered 

with them and used his hole strength to meet their physic l 

and spiritual needs. The multitudes about Him, tired, 

hungry and sick in body and soul, appealed to Him as sheep 

who needed a shepherd; the true missionary must have the 

same spirit as lie looks on the multitudes in the Orient toda 

and if he has it, he ill inevitably communicate it to the 

workers associated with him. No independent Korean church 

can be solidly built up unless this spirit dominates it . 

Contact with the missionary should also lead the 

native worker to view his own people through the eyes of 

J ·sus, 1n seeing men_not in the light of their present 

attainments, but in the light of their possibilities. Jesus 

vie ed Peter not as Simon, the one who opposed the way of th 

cross in Christ's life and ho denied Him, but as the man of 

rock nature who fearlessly said to the Jewish Sanhedrin, 

"e mu~t obey God rather than men". The history through 

centuries of Christian experience of lives that have risen 

from the lowest depths to positions o~ honor and high 

Christian character, have left an indelible impression upon 

the minds of the missionaries, which should enable us to 

help the native worker to a greater faith in the possibili

ties of his people. 
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The last factor we mi ght mention in the relationship 

between the missionary and the native worker, can .be clearly 

stated in the words of J"ohn the Baptist, "He must increase, 
.. 

but I must decrease". In the successful passing over of 

the work by the foreign missionary to the native orker and 

the building up of a Korean independent church, the willing

ness of the foreigner to cheerfully retire from this and 

that form of service, and allow the Koreans to have full 

control, is a most essential factor. We admire this in 

J"ohn, and it is a mark of the very spirit of Jesus hen 

shown in the life of the missionary. 

In the Korea Mission Field of September, 1926, the 

Rev. S. J. Proctor for years a colleague of the writer, in 

r1 Sungjin, lCorea, under the heading "Devolution in mission 

control", writes as follows: 

The timeliness of this subject is due to the following 
causes: First. The development of missions can be traced 
through four stages. Pioneer, Paternal, Elder Brother, 
and Fraternal. Readers of "Whither Bound in Missions" by 
Dr. D. J. Fleming, will remember his chapter on the develop
ment of :missions. e have been and are experiencing nearly 
all these stages. · Second. Missionaries are accused of 
having a "superiority complex" and reasons for the almost 
unconscious acquirement of the same were considered to be in 
the eaucation of missionaries, in their position of privilegE 
in mission lands, and in their limited contact with the 
people, accentuated by the language difficulties. Third. 
The changing attitude on the part of missionaries to their 
work. A. new appreciation of other faiths is abroad. 
Following the Great War the rise of nationalism in new forms: 
and its results are apparent in a new criticism of the est. 
But mostimportant of all is the changed conception of the 
missionary's office as temporary and advisory. 

Elsewhere in this thesis, a superior complex in the 

missionary's attitude and the failure to sense the irresis-



table tide of nationalism, are touched.ton as serious 

hindrances to progress in devolution. Here it is fitting 
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to enlarge on the temporary position of the foreign mission

ary. The writer's experience oft enty-three years will 

not take him back to the pioneer stage in the development 

of missions; but the Paternal stage existed when he arrived. 

There were no Kore~n pastors and no elders at that time, 

the missionary was moderator, clerk and member of the sessio~. 

He gradually saw the churches grow up, extend in number, and 

he became in a real sense the "Christian fathertt to any of 

the Koreans. But soon the day came when Korean Elders and 

and pastors were occupying by no means an unimportant place 

and the missionary was addressed by the term "brotheru and 

not "father", though he was the elder brother. 

In the situation today, a number of the missionaries 

are not the ttElder brothertt but only "brother", finding in 

many parts of the country both elders and pastors of longer 

experience in the ork. The authority and control of the 

missionary are on the wane, while those of the Korean worker 

are daily increasing. In General Assembly and often in 

Presbytries, the part played by missionaries in the adminis

tration of business is almost negligible. The missionary 

must decrease hile the native worker must increase until 

that day comes when the missionary can entirely withdraw • . 

Even today the main role of the missionary is not that of an 

administrator or an executive, but rather that of a spiritual 

advisor, and teacher. Happy is the missionary who can 
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leave an impress for high character upon the native wor~er 

with whom he has been associated. About a month ago, 

.Dr. Foote of our Mission passed away in Halifax, but his 

modest and dignified character has rert its impress in the 

life of such men as Pastor Kim of Wonsan, in hom we can 

still see the beautiful spirit of his early advisor. Tate 

of the Southern Presbyterian Mission has gone to his reward, 

but his spirit of absolute. fairness still marks the debates 

of the Korean General_ Assembly. 



CHAPTER IV 

The Development of oman's ork in the 
Korean Church. 

One of the reasons for the marvelous rapidity of the 

growth of the Christian Church in Korea is the fact that 

from the beginning an effort has been made to reach all 

classes an~ conditions of people, not the favored few, who 

seemed likely to respond to the call to a new venture of 

faith. And so it came about that from the beginning an 

effort was made to reach the women of the land in spite of 

the almost universal illiteracy, lack of tr ining of any 

sort of social or community life, or even the then almost 

impossible barrier of· Oriental seclusion which forbade their 

leaving the inner quarters of their husband's home, or even 

seeing any men guests or even women except with the consent 

of the men 0,f the household. The first few converts natur-

ally were men, but the early missionaries wisely insisted 

from the first that the blessings of the Gospel must be 

shared by all members of the household, and so in spite of 

the fact that the men of the country had always accepted 

without question the dictum that women were without souls 

or even brains, it was not long before there as a group 

of the wives and daughters of the first Christians, who also 
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decided to accept the new found Christ. At once the wives 

of the missionaries began the work of teaching these women 

converts the truths of the new faith and also insisted that 

they learn to read in order to be ae e to study the Bibihe 

for themselves. This was not as hard a task as one might 

think for the Korean script is based on a syllabary of twentr

five characters and is so simple that a bright woman can 

easily learn it in a two .weeks' class under a good teacher. 

Our greatest task in the early year was that of getting them 

to believe it possible for them to learn, and so willing to 

apply themselves. But so great was the importance of this 

learning to read, that from the beginning the founders of 

the new church decided to refuse baptism to any persons, men 

or women under seventy, until they had learned to r .ead their 

Bibles. 

In the early days all the new converts came secretly 

for fear of being mobbed by their families and neighbors, 

and it was not until after there as quite a large group of 

baptized Christians that public services were possible. But 

as the country became more tolerant public places of worship 

were set aside and in time the Christian women, closely 

shrouded in garments which entirely hid their faces, began 

coming to the night services where they sat behind a curtain 

out of sight of all the men. To this day in most of the 

churches of the land this custom prevails, the women sitting 

on one side of a curtain and the men and boys on the other. 

The beginnings of school work for girls were small but 



very important, as they enabled the missionaries from the 

beginning to demonstrate the fact that girls were capable 
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of learning and that it was the purpose of the mBsions to 

further their education in every way~possible. The first 

girls' school, Ewa.School of Seoul, has no developed into 

the first Woman's College of Korea, and as the worthy fore

runner of hundreds of Primary, Middle, and Higher Common 

Schools for girls, through the land. 

As we have said, . until 189?, the work of the Christian 

missions was held more or less secretly, with frequent out

bursts of persecution and government interference, but from 

that time on the king and many of the national leaders becam 

friendly and the work of the church began a rapid and steady 

gro th which has continued to the present time. From this 

t ime on the work for women became much more encouraging and 

was carried out alon·g the following lines. 

At first the preaching to women as done entirely by 

women missionaries, to the Korean women in their homes; late 

they began attending the regular church services where they 

heard the teaching and preaching from behind curtains which 

securely hid them from the view of the men of the audience 

and the preacher. Then came the time when the fact became 

apparent that the women vere unable to understand much of 

wha was being taught by the men in these general services, 

so we began to divide the study hours and have a lady teache 

for the women while the men were t aught their lessons on 

their side of the curtain. This teaching of the women in 
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separate classes proved such an improvement that it at once 

showed the necessity of training Korean women leaders to 

teach ·their sisters and assist in the preaching to them in 

the homes. So a Bible Ihstitute for women was founded with . ... 
a course very similar to that taught to the men in the 

Theological Seminary. Here the women are grounded in the 

knowledge of the Bible and also trained in methods of 

teaching and of personal work. 

But of course one Bible Institute as entirely inade

quate for the needs and so the extensive system of Bible 

Classes so noted int e Korean Church, as started. First 

we began by· having a week's Bible class annually in each 

church or Christian group where for some five hours a day 

the women were taught a carefully graded course of study in 

the Bible and the main doctrines of Christianity; as time 

went on supplementary courses in"Hygiene", "The care and 

feeding of children", and other courses were added. These 

local Bible classes at first were small and lacked the 

inspiration of numbers of women working for the same aim, so 

we soon started what are called Station Classes, where women 

from all the churches under each mission station are invited 

to come into the central class for two eeks a year for a 

larger class. These classes for the past twenty years have 

ranged in size from a hundred or less in the newer parts of 

the work to fifteen hundred and two thousand women in the 

larger stations, and the inspiration and enthusiasm gained 

at such a time is unlimited. 



But daily the demand for trained women workers became 

mor urgent and we could not possibly train enough workers 

at the one Mission Bible Institute to meet the demands, so 
... 
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we began forming Normal Training Classes for women here for 

to weeks each year we trained a carefully selected group 

of voluntary workers in a c·ourse of studies, having them 

repeat one day the lessons given the preceeding day, until 

they were capable of going out and giving the course accep

tably, and thus caring for the small local classes, rel asin 

the time of the trained workers for more advanced work . Soo 

shorter term Bible Institutes of one month were started in 

each station to further train these volunteer orkers, and 

now only the full time salaried workers attend the Higher 

Bible Schools • 

. The work of the Sunday schools has also advanced rapidl • 

Twenty years ago almost all the schools were taught from 

the pulpit by one teacher for men, women and children . Then 

the women and girls were taught apart, and soon the children 

were separated from the adults though in the same building, 

and within three years the advantage of the system of separa e 

classes .had gained such headway that we began organizing 

Sunday School TeacheD Training Classes on our various statics 

and soon we had men's, women's , and children's Sunday school 

meeting at different hours, so that Father could look after 

the house and baby while Mother studied, etc . Each church 

had its weekly training class to prepare the lesson for the 

following Sunday, and stations have a month's class in which 
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these teachers are better prepared for their work. And no 

we have a splendid system of Sunday School Institutes here 

our picked orkers are drilled in the latest approved 
. ... 

Sunday school methods by teachers and leaders sent out by 

the International Sunday School Association. 

The work of the so-called Bible omen has been a very 

important factor in the development of the ork for women 

in the Korean church. At first these Bible omen ere just 

untrained Christian _omen who accompanied the Foreign 

missionary oman on her visits to the homes and helped to 

interpret her and her imperfect Korean language to the 

women they met. But as the chu rch grew, it became impossib e 

for the missionary 1oman to do all the work needed so she 

began training women personally and in the Bible Institutes 

to go out and carry on the work that they had been doing 

together, while she herself went on into more developed 

stages of the work . · The history of our ork is just that, 

the developing of one type of work with the native worker, 

then the turning of that over to them while you go on to 

the next t sk, rhile the one who has worke under you then 

with you carries the old task on alone, but coming for 

advice and inspiration. For a decade the work of these 

Bible omen was directly under the women missionaries, who 

of course advised with the sessions and Presbytries about 

the work but had the Women's work largely under their con

trol; then the time came when each of the · larger churches 

wished the services of a Bible Woman to help in the problems 
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of their own church and the custom of trained women being 

employed by the native church or groups of churches became 

general . Today hundreds of such women are employed by the 

Korean church, their expenses to the Bible Institutes and 

the Higher Bible Schools being provided by the church , and 

so except for the fact t hat we are their teachers and co

operating ~dvisors, they are entirely independent of 

missionary workers . 

The use of t hese. Bible · omen in the na tive church with 

t he necessity of rai ing their s~lary , was ~he ocdasion 

of the organiza.tion of the oman Hissionary Societies at an 

early date in the history of the c~urch. The salaries were 

paid largely by "rice collections" when the women members 

of the missionary societies save.d out one spoonful of rice 

from their own portion of food each meal and put it in the 

missionary bag, and then at each meeting of the society 

brought the bag of ric~, which as sold to help pay the 

salary of the Bible woman . e have tried to provide materia 

for use .in these missionary programs : to broaden the interest , 

but still the story of the Bible woman as she tells of the 

homes visited, the problems met, and the women won for Chris 

is always the main feature of interest in the monthly pro

gram. Still the women are not without interest in the 

broader fields, when at the first meeting of our General 

Assembly of the Korean Church, t he first official action 

was _the organization of a Board of Foreign issions with 

the decision to send a group of Korean missionaries to an 
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unoccupied field in China, the women of the church came 

forward with the request that their candidate, a young 

woman graduate of the Bible Institute be accepted and sent 

out also to represent the women of Korea in the foreign 

mission work. She has been sent and also women have gone 

to Siberia, Japan, Manchuria, the Island of ~uelp~rt, and 

whereve~ the Korean church has been represented, the women 

have had their part. Until recently the foreign missionary 

work has been done under one Board, but ih 1928 a separate 

Woman's F.oreign Mtssion Board w(ls chartered under the 

General Assembly and the whole system of Presbyterials 

and Woman's auxilliaries similar to the work in the home 

lands was incorporated. The one respect in which the 

mi.ssionary work of the Korean women's societies differs 

essentially from those in the home lands is in the collectioI 

of days, in which the members supplement their collections 

of rice and of money by ple~ng to give a certain number of 

days during the yea:r to the work of p·reaching to the non

Christian women of as yet unevangelized communities. This 

work has had an important part in the ~uilding up of a self

propagatingnative church. 

The activities of the women of the Korean church are by 

no means confined to the work of the missionary societies. 

The church there, far more than in the Occident, is the 

center of social and community life, so that within the 

church we have Young Woman's Christian Associations with a 

program much the same as in the similar organization at home 
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except that it is directly within the church instead of a 

separate organization. e find Mothers' clubs, Better 

Babies Clubs, Sewing Circles, where all the questions of 

the community are discussed, the same as at ·home! We have 

debating societies, music clubs, which give very nice pro

grams of western music, as well as both omen's and mixed 

~hurch choirs in the larger centers. The unique talentof 

Orientals for dramatics is utilized in the giving of Church 

History Plays and all . sorts of Biblical and missionary 

pageants; in fact the women of the church are playing a 

most import~t part in the rapid changing of the customs of 

that ancient Oriental people into those of a modern Christiar 

cormnuni ty. 

Nor is the work of the women of the church merely 

incidental to that of the men. While no one would be so 

rash as to wish to see women in the ministry, and only a verJ 

few would consider it wise to think of women elders; the 

women have had their own representatives in the work of the 

church for many years. Owing to the awkwardness of a man's 

coming to the woman's side of the chur~h to take up the col

lection, or to interview the women of the church regaraing 

financial matters, the custom of electing woman deaconesses 

began just as soon as we had omen well enough educated to 

keep accounts. Soon each district of the town or section 

where the church worI<s as placed in the care of one man and 

one woman worker who visits the sick, reports and cares for 

the needy, visits and admonishes non attendants, and looks 



50 

after the welfare of the families. This was the beginning 

of the work on joint committees with men, but their help 

proved so valuable that gradually they were added to various_. 

committees of the church and Presbytry until they have no 

cause to desire any more power than has been given them. 

Of the three great branches of mission work--medical, 

educational, and evangelistic--we :have not mentioned the 

part of Korean women in the medical work. Medical work 

for women began with .the arrival of Dr. Annie Ellers in 

1886, who opened a department for women in the government 

hospital a11:d at once began the traini.ng of native women 

assistants. Later when Severance Union Medical School was 

organized, a nurses training school was also started and 

Korean graduate nurses have ren~ered a most worthy and nobl~ 

sergice for their church and their fello women in not only 

caring for the sick, but in helping to educate their sisters 

in better methods of hygene and the care of their children 

and families. The high standard of the work has been 

recognized by their nurses' associations being invited to 

become members of the International Nurses Association. The 

Methodist oman's Board have organized a medical school for 

women and already a number of their graduates are rendering 

splendid service in ministering to sick women and children. 

~e have mentioned the beginnings of school work for 

girls. The work has grown rapidly with schools for girls 

in practically all of our larger Christian communities, unti] 

we have all grades from the kindergartens, which alone are 
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co-educational, through the primary, middle, Higher Common 

and college courses. There are more than twenty1housand 

girls in these Christian schools being trained to take their 

places in the service of the church and of the comm.unity. 

Aside from these organized schools, there is in most churchen 

for six months or so a year, a night school for women and 

girls, who are unable to attend a day school . Here the new 

converts are taught to reqd and .write and also given instruc

tion in the Bible and related subjects. This work is 

almost all done by volunteer workers among the Korean women , 

and so it i-s clearly shown that one reason why the Korean 

church is a growing church is that it truly is a working 

church . 



CH.APTER V 

The Mission and the Native Church--a Cooperative 
Venture. 

The mission in its cooper~tion with the native church 

and in its eventual and entire passing over of the respon

sibility needs to realize the situation of the Korean 

people . The longer ne is in the work , the more one feels 

the truth of the last part of the above statement. If we 

do not understand the inner springs of life of the Korean 

people, we can do them little good. In view of this is the 

wise provision holding, I think, in most all missions that 

a man has no vote in the mission until he has had at least 

one year's contact ~ith the people. It is a real blessing 

that new missionaries are forced through the necessity of 

language study to lay aside actual work (unless it is un

wisely, if it ca~ be avoided, apportioned to them) uhtil 

they are better acquainted with the Ko.reans and can without 

frequent mistakes really help them through knowing their 

nature. Perhaps the longer we are in the land, the more we 

realize all there is to be learned along this line. The 

mission needs to remind itself that in dealing with the 

native church they are dealing with a people of peculiar 

circumstances. The Koreans are a people with a history 

of their own, with characteristics differentiating them from 
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their neighbors on either hand--the Japanereand Chinese-

and yet, as already stated, having much in common with the 

many races who today are feeling the restraining power of 

estern imperialism (in this case ~tis Japanese imperialism 

but Japan following the example of estern nations). re 

sometimes wonder at the apparent lack of energy and shift

lessness of many Koreans, and yet is there not a cause or 

causes for this? 

When one turns to Russian history, he finds that many· 

of the peasants became lazy and spiritless under the Cormat 

Czarist government. In Russia after the Law of' Emancipation 

of March 30, 1861 and the distribution of land amongst the 

peasants, each receiving a little strip of land to hold for 

a decade, only to be moved to another section at that time, 

the spirit of laziness and shiftlessness resulted through 

lack of incentive to work for permanent results. In my 

judgment the oppression of the former corrupt Korean govern

ment is partly responsible for the same traits as are 

frequently shown in Korean character. As the spirit of 

energy, thrift and courage are needed in an independent 

church, one may consider this an obstacle at times in the 

native church's assuming entire responsibility. Yet it is 

wonderful how the spirit of Jesus as it takes hold of' Christ

ian Koreans often puts a new spirit into them,-as it does 

so often in the case of natives throughout the world--one of 

energy, thrift and courage. Some men who are naturally 

timid, fearsome and retiring, become bold as lions in the 
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service of Him, whose bravery was of first degree and became 

untiringly active on behalf of the souls of others . They 

come to realize that the church of Christ is built on the 

rock Christ Jesus and that nothing can prevail against it . 

To dwell a little l9nger on the above , let me quote Dr. 

George Paik in his book already referred to , page 401 : 

e have seen hat the Koreans were passing tlmough , a 
helple s people without friends, -stricken by despair and 
deep national humiliation, yet trying to readjust themselves 
to ne , political, economic and social conditions·. The 
old foundations had -been shaken and the old ·order was 
passing. The people were in dire need of sympathetic 
friends , hope-restoring encouragement , and leaders who could 
direct them in the necessary adjustment . National humilia
tion induced melancholy and the intense hatred of the 
unconquerable enemy produced a deep sense of fear . Thus 
the problem of the Korean people as at bottom a spiritual · 
one . 

Though Dr . Paik writes about the period previous 

to Annexation, namely 1907, this, in my opinion , is largely 

true today. The Koreans today , and the mission need ever 

to bear in mind their situation, consider themselves humilia

ted and speak frequently of their nation as one that holds a 

place very low among the peoples of the world . 

You often hear the sentiment expressed in the native 

church that they have no one to trust but God . Some gave 

up their Christian profession when Annexation came about-

some today feeling that there is nothing ahead, that yout~ 

is blocked in its advance by Japan, turn from Christianity 

to Communism. Of course, this is pro.bably true anywhere 

in the world that Communism finds fertile soils where men 

have little in possession and f .el that they are the 



objects of injustice . The mission must realize these 

things in its cooperative venture in God's work ith the 

native church . t bottom, as Dr . Paik says, the need is 

a spiritual one and the mission ought to be able to bring 

into the partnership with the Native Church some spiritual 

power that will help the Koreans in the above difficulties 

they have to meet . It is sometimes difficult to secure 

c operation with the Native Church . Some months ago I 

read of a mission ' s .experience with a native synod . The 

secretary of the mission spoke of the Mode·rator of synod 

as being ~ordial toward the missionaries and expressed the 

hope that some progress would be made to ard arranging 

cooperation when the xecutive of the synod should meet . 

The mission, he said , had already expressed its desire for 
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a conference with the representatives of the Native Church 

at the very earliest date possible , and that , under ordinary 

circumstances, should be enough, but , that the mission had 

to do a little more to secure a conference . He expressed th 

hope that the mission and the synod of the Native Church 

might come to a mutual understanding . In this case it 

doubtless is not any fault of the mission , but perhaps the 

stress and change through which the Native Church has passed 

accounts for the difficulties expressed . But whatever be 

t he causes for the situation, one cannot but feel that 

cooperation and mutual understanding would be prime essentia s 

in the c se before the mission could pass over anything 

really vital to the Native Church. 
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But to continue our discussion of the mission and the 

Native Church as a cooperative venture, let me say that the 

mission can never afford to · get away from the idea o .f co-
... 

operation, from the fact that our relationship shoumd be a 

true partnership, a situation ·of give and t~ke in fellowship 

in the work. Perhaps the spirit of the white races to 

which we belong--races which are at present dominant (not 

always in the past and we have no absolute guarantee for 

the future}--may hinder us if that be an imperialistic 

spirit. The mission cannot come to the Native Church in the 

spirit of .Kipling's "The White Man's Burden~ . It will have 

little if anything to pass over and little participation 

in real cooperation as a magnificient venture--a venture 

which concerns not only man's relationship to his fellowmen 

but God's relationship to man. As Paul expresses it, "We 

are workers together with God". There is no place for the 

mission, with any imperialistic ·spirit, to think that she 

can force Western methods or Western government or doctrines 

in Western clothing on to an Eastern church. No we cannot 

exPect to force even good things on the Korean church if she 

does not want them. 

Bishop Francis .John McConnell in "Human Needs and World " 

Christianity", pages 21-24 (said to be the most challenging 

book written on Foreign Missions for the present study year, 

and it certainly is one that stirs up a deep interest in 

missions and appeals to deep thought on the subject) brings 

out what I am trying to get at. The incident proves that 
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no nation, even though superior in advantages of science 

or other knowledge in education, can force something, though 

it be good, on a nation not having had similar opportunities 

This not only may prove useless, but on the other hand it 

may lead to deep · resentment against the stronger nation on 

the part of the less highly favored one. I quote as 

follows: 

The critic from the Orient continues that there is a 
deal of lordliness of unthinking superiority in the attitude 
taken by some more favored nations to ard some less favored 
in all such matters. e admit the charge. The Protestan
tism of North Amer·ca has for decades been sending missionar 
ies to Mexico in the best of Christian spirit, but think 
of the difficulties thrown against that effort by propositio s 
made for cleaning up ·exico by the United States--cleaning 
up from physical disease, I mean. During the Carranza 
administration the suggestion was made in the United States 
public press that a leading health agency of the · United 
States take in hand the task of ridding Mexico of a plague 
of typhus then devastating her. We can hardly believe our 
memories as e recall the volume ofabuse from north of the 
Rio Grande poured on Carranza for his ref'usal to favor the 
relief measures from outside. On the face of it Carranza 
seemed to be acting ith incredible callousness, on the 
face of it, that is, as vie ed from the gigantic land to 
the north. There as no doubt that the suggestion was made 
in good faith, that the relief agency would have put its 
utmost strength into the effort, that many lives might have 
been saved. Now look from the other side. Typhus is a 
filth disease; at least it is transmitted by the bite of · 
body vermin. In all discussions of the Mexican epidemic 
the newspapers to the north so dealt with this peculiarity o 
the disease as to leave the impression that the Mexioans 
were among the dirtiest people on earth, and the re ct1.on to 
this in turn drove many highly intelligent Mexicans into 
the temper of denying the facts themselves, avowing that 
typhus is not produced by the body louse at all but by 
"som~thing in the air". 

The Mexican nation was thoroughly offended, not to say 
incensed. Moreover, the plans of relief work, would have 
admitted1y called for the strictest search of and scrutiny 
of the daily life and ha@its of the Mexicans, requiring the 
exercise of virtual police power by the outside agency. The 
surrender of such authority over a wide area, not in isolate 
seaports, as in the battle against yellow fever, but in the 
heart of the capital itself, would have been regarded by the 
nation as a humiliation, to say nothing of the possibility 
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of constantly recurring clashes between American workers and 
Mexican citizens, and this at a period when the two nations 
were strained nigh unto breaking. 

Enough has been quoted to illustrate the point that 

even the good cannot wisely be fo? ed by a more fa ored 

nation on to a less favored nation nor can the mission 

attempt the same with the Native Church even though its 

aims be good . Korean Christians and Non-Christians alike 

may receive little help from such an attitude on the part 

of the mission. 

Dr. Lambertus Hekhuis in his Ph.D. thesis entitled 
\. 

"Indianization, a Process in the Christian Community of 

South India", page 53, emphasizes this point by quoting 

the words of Viscount Grey given at the Student Conference 

in Glasgo in 1921: 

If all the good you can do in a country is not the 
particular sort of good that country appreciates or wan ts; 
if it does not produce the goodwill and contentment of the 
population, what is the good of going on with your work? 

Dr.· Hekhuis again illustrates this principle in the 

following on page 65: 

"Once when I was travelling in Razputanan, said the 
Sadhu (Sadhu Sundar Singh), "there was a Brahman of high 
caste hurrying to the station. Overcome by the great heat, 
he fell down on the platform. The.Anglo-Indian station
master was anxious to help him. He brought him some water 
in a white cup, but he would not take the water. He as so 
thirsty, but he said 'I cannot drink that water. I . ould 
prefer to die.' But when the water was brought to him in 
hi brass vessel, he drank it eagerly. When it was brought 
to him in his own way, he did not object. It is the same 
with the Vater of Life. Indians do need.. ,the Water of Life, 
but not in the European's cup. 

This is also true with the Koreans, they want the 

Gospel blessings the missionary brings, but they want to 
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take things in their own way . They need Christ, they need 

Christianity, they need the church, but we esterners ant 

to go slow in increasing denominations • 
.. 

I ever remember with gratitude to God what the late 

Dr . Deering of Japan said at one occasion , while coming from 

the Federal Council of Churches in Japan as a delegate to 

our Council . He told us six missions of Methodists and 

Presbyterians (Two Presbyterians and two Methodist from 

America--the A.ustralian and Canadian Presbyterian--now since 

1925 The United Church of Canada--uniting of Methodist , 

Presbyter_ian and Congregational bodies) that in the earlier 

days when the American Baptists wanted to enter Korea , he 

as one of that church in Japan had· opposed the proposition . 

One cannot but be deeply grateful to God that we have so few 

denominations in Korea as rivalry and possible overlapping 

may more readily be avoided and the chance of native churchefJ 

taking up non-essential church differences (sometimes 

perhaps largely matters of the past) and overemphasizing 

them. bout a year ago a Christian Korean young man came 

to me in my study in Manchuria and during the conversation 

proposed that I try to get back to our Korean Presbyterian 

Church there a fine earnest young church worker now under 

the employment of the Oriental issionary Society. I 

baptized this worker in Korea years ago but he had been 

aided financially by the above Society in order to study 

the Bible in their School, and as a result had entered a 

three years' contract to do church work for them. This had 
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no influence with me in my answer--I believe the orker 

had already completed his ·term of contract--but I asked the 

other Korean friend 'whether the worker anted to return 

and he could not assure me of that: To this I replied that 

I certainly would not attempt to get him away from the other 

church. 

The idea of working to make proselytes from among the 

people of another evangelical mission , whether they were 

originally Presby erians or not, is surely out of keeping 

with the spirit of Christ. The spirit of Jesus is ithout 

doubt a bigger thing than mere denominationalism, precious 

as that may be and we esterners need to be careful that as 

missions e do not overemphasize the place of denominational 

ism. e have as a mission a distinct call to show to our 

Native Christians that hile e are working under the 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea and 

may be connected with a Presbyterian Board (not in case of 

us Canadians) in America or Australia, that we can have in 

reality a spirit of unity in working with Methodists or 

Anglicans or members of other evangelical bodies in the one 

great aim of making Christ known. Our mission only plants 

and waters, but God gives the increase. (1 Cor. 3:6). 

Our mission must take the view of Paul as he s'l_id, "Who 

then is Paul and who· is Apollos , but ministers , by whom ye 

believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?" (1 Cor. 3:5) 

And again, "What hast thou that thou didst not receive?" 

(1 Cor. 4:7) e have but one God, one Christ, one Spirit, 



one baptism, one Bible, and one holy Catholic Church in 

comm.on with other evangelical bodies. The main thing in 
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our work is not that our denomination be glori_fied, but that 

Christ may be made known even though our mission at times 

lose prestige and actually meet with opposition. As Paul 

again writes, "But the other proclaim Christ or faction, 

. not sincerely, thinking to raise up affliction for me in 

my bonds. What then? Only that in every way, whether in 

pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and therein I 

rejoice,yea and will rejoice." (Phil. 1:17-18} 

If we need then to be careful lest as missionaries we 

try -toforce upon our Eastern brethren western denominations 

to too great an extent or the western setting of Christianit 

or the church, what have e as a mission that the Native 

Church truly wants?. 

The natural reply at once comes--our money. But is 

the -mission's part in the building of an independent native 

church purely a financial contribution? Rev. Rolland Allen 

M.A., Anglican Missionary in North China writing in "World 

Dominion", ~uly, 1927, pages 284, 285, says, 

Nevertheless, in articles dealing with the indigenous 
church and devolution, I think I am safe in saying that the 
idea of a Committee is al ays prominent, and the indigenous 
church is to appear either when the Connnittee is composed 
wholly of natives of the country, or when natives are in 
a majority on the Committee, and that the Committee repre
sents the church and is spoken of as the church for the 
purposes of devolution.*** (The Gommittee) It is 
generally a body composed of ex-officio memhers and members 
who in some way are elected by, or sent from, self-supportin 
churches; it, therefore, is representative only of the riche 
and more highly educsted element of the Christian population 



Its business is largely financial, and when not directly 
financial, depends upon a financial basis; it therefore 
keeps the financial side of church life in the foreground . 
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While in discussing the indigenous church and devolutio 

the idea of a committee (which Mr .. Allen describes as a 

finance committee, which keeps the financial side of church 

life in the foreground) may in certain writets always be 

prominent , is there not , I repeat, something more than 

foreign money to be made as a contribution to the rapidly 

becoming independent native church? There surely is . Of 

course Koreans realize that power is given them when they 

can through the process of devolution obtain equal contnol 

with missionaries in deciding how foreign funds should be 

used . However, .there is more than what the funds represent 

· in dollars and cents . _The mission is the temporary custo

dian of funds which often are in a sense earmarked for 

distinct purposes.- Right away let us mention that these 

funds represent the missionary spirit of the home church . 

Here is one important contribution for the mission to make

namely that of leading the native church to realize the spiri 

behind the funds . 

In our own Canadian Mission, a comprehensive study , 

without any spirit of boastfulness , with maps and bright 

incidents from other fields , of the work carried on in 

Trinidad, japan, North , rest and South China, India and 

Africa by our Canadian Church would , I believe, enhance the 

value of the funds donated. Not only that , but the 

missionary spirit of the Korean Church might become deeper 

and broader. 
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Not long ago there as a discussion in one of . the 

Presbyteries under the General Assembly as to whether the 

Korean foreign missionaries in Shantung, China should no 

longer be supported or not . Firmly believing that a church 

that ceases to be a missionary church will soon cease to be 

as far as real life is concerne~ the mission may have a real 

contribution to· make to the Native Church. The mission 

also knows something of the sacrifice so often back of the 

funds that are sent out to mission fields and may have a 

teaching contribution here for sometimes it is difficult for 

Koreans to realize that not only missionary representatives 

of nations as well off as America and Canada , or the home 

church itself, can at times be in most difficult financial 

straits . 

The mission is a link between the home church and the 

native church, carrying a serious responsibility of seeing 

that the funds are used for the purposes for which they were 

given . The mission through its representatives on the 

Joint Board, · which cooperates with representatives of the 

Presbytries, must see that in every. branch of the work the 

aim of spreading the principles of Christ should be kept 

predominant. The work of the Joint Board will be much 

more clearly taken up in this thesis under the head of 

Devolution in our Canadian Mission. But suffice it to say 

here, that though a finance committee, they represent the 

rank and file of the church and must consider very vital 

problems that are not financial . As representatives of a 
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long standing church, which frequently revolts against 

over-organization, instead of trusting more to the power of 

God's Spirit, the mission has a deffni te contribution beyond 

mere money to make to the Native Church. 

It does seem as though the Native Church in Korea has 

already had enough, if not too much organization, and that 

Korean Christians and missionaries alike should- do more 

preaching to non-Christians and give more earnest attent-ion 

to those means of grace l that directly build up Christian 

character. Missionaries, while not depreciating the value . 

of the words of Christ, recognize that it is in the under

standing of the spirit and principles of jesus that the 

problems of individuals as well as nations can be met. 

Even more so than in the case of the missionary, bodies such 

as the mission, the Council o_f Presbyterian Missions, and the 

Federal Council of Miss-ions, are temporary. Slightly alt er

ing the words of Dr. Dunlapp, veteran missionary of Sirun, 

all mission bodies must strive to make themselves dispensable 

at the earliest possible date. This is the measure of our 

success in the building up of an independent Korean church. 



CHAPTER VI 

Devolution in the Canadian Mission. 

Moon in his book entitled, "Imperialism and World 

Poli tics", speaks of the wondrous possi bili ti·es of the 

nations of the Far East , as well as of fast gro ing Canada. 

He writes: 

It has been said that just as the center of the civiliz d 
orld was once the iediterranean and shifted to the Atlantic 

in early modern times, so in the coming age it will move 
fa~ther estward to the greatest of all oceans, the Pacific. 
*¥*Certainly the last century has witnessed an amazingly 
sudden development of trans-Pacific commerce, and in our own 
day the mighty ocean has become the most important of imper
ialist world-politics. If the population and resources of 
the lands which look out upon this broad expanse of water 
are any guide to its future importance, the Pacific will be 
prominent in the hi'story of coming centuries, for on its 
western borders lie Japan and China (also Korea), and the 
rich but undeveloped realm of Siberia, and Indo-China, the 
East Indies and Australia, all together comprising a popula
tion of about half a billion, with immense resources and 
potentialities; while on the east lie the most rapidly 
developing countries in the world, United States and Canada, 
and the ten Latin-American republics. 

Realizing the immense possibilities of the Far Eastern 

peoples and churches, Japanese, Chinese and Koreans and 

coming from one of the most rapidly developing countries of 

the world , it would be a shame to Canadians if they did not 

feel the force of devolution--if believing in the possibil

ities of the fast changing countries and countries of large 

possible future they did not encourage the Korean church to 
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take a larger responsibility of the work as quickly as they 

were able. 

Canada has had a large measure of opportunity to conduct 

her own affairs as the ·other country has · so fully recognized 

her possibilities. And so our mission also should not be 

slow in recognizing the splendid inherent qualities in the 

Korean church that will more and more equip her to carry 

heavier responsibilities in the conducting of her own affairs. 

As we study devolution in the Canadian mission, we are not 

then surprised to find a marked advancement--an advancement 

which some missionaries outside the mission might feel had 

been too rapid. 

The struggle for devolution in our Canadian mission has 

not b en entirely easy and has covered a number of years, 

but any really important reform movement is not brought 

about in a night. It takes time to change ideas and to 

bring in policies that differ, least in the working out, from 

the methods of earlier days of mission life. 

The situation is so different today both in development 

of the work and in the place the Ko~ean holds. When the 

writer came to Kores 23 years ago, there were no Korean 

pastors nor elders, but the work was largely. in the hands of 

th missionary pastor. Today you find the big local church 

under the care of a Korean pastor and his elders, pastors 

and elders also doing work in different parts of the terri-. 
tory. The comparatively small number of scattered churches 

of our Canadian mission's territory, without Korean pastors 
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or elders, but under foreign mission direction , now have 

become a host of churches linked up with four well organized 

Korean Presbyteries in which the ~orean brethren efficiently 

do so much of the administration, 

In order to grasp the great progress of devolution in 

our Canadian mission , the writer has made a study of the 

minutes of the Annual Meetings of our Mission Council for 

th last four years. He trusts that a sketch of it will 

be of interest to others and of profit as they read it •. 

The subject of "Devolution" was coming into real 

importance at the meeting of the Canadian Mission Council 

at arsa Beach in 1926 and there w~s the feeling that the 

problem had to be faced in a new way. During the interestirg 

evening conferences, the subject of devolution became a live 

topic . 

We read in the minutes of the Annual Meeting under the 

program of the evening conferences , page 37: 

1 . Devolution in Mission Control , 
Has the time come when we should seriously con

sider having the whole of the mission work , 
including finances , handled by a joint committee 
of the Korean Presbytery and the mission with 
equal representation? 

2. What res.ponsibility has the Korean church in view 
of the present economic situation? 

A. As related to Evangelistic problems . 
Why does not self-support make more progress? 
Can the church do anything to improve condition:~ 
or help the laborer to meet present conditions•:> 

B. Can we adopt educational methods that will 
give the Koreans a training that will fit them 
better to meet their economic conditions? 



These topics were first handled by leaders prepared 

in advance and then followed general discussion in which 

members from other missions also took part . 

The question of devolution and the better cooperation 

of the Korean church were discussed pro and con with real 

profit . 
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It is interesting to note, as we sketch the progress 

of devolution, the efforts on the part of the mission to . 

bring the Koreans more into the places of cooperation and 

responsibility and also the efforts of the Korean church to 

allow the missionaries to more effectively cooperate on 

their committees . 

On page 26 of the 1926 minutes, e r~ad 

Representatives from the Southern and rriddle Presbyter
ies were elcomed and granted the privileges of the floor . 
Elder Kim of varsaw presented eleven petitions from the 
Southern Presbytery . One, asking that the ladies in char~e 
of Bible women sit as corres ondin members of the Visitat o 
Committee under Korean Presbyteries of the var ous distri~ s , 

s granted . The other requests were referred to commit
tees (of the mission) . Rev . Kang Hak In of Sungjin also 
presented petitions from the Middle Presbytery. 

Let it be said , in passing , that the day has come alrea y 

when a large number of such petitions need no longer come 

on .to the floor of Mission Council , but can be handled 

directly by the present Ioint Board of Koreans and Missionar 

ies--an outcome of devolution . ithout taking the matter 

up again, we find that later in the sessions of the Mission 

Council these petitions from Korean Presbyteries were 

handled by the mission, after there had been consideration 

of them by committees, and answers sent back to the 
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Presbyteries. 

Further, on page 27, we notice the subject of devolutio 

coming up again and important steps being taken by the 

mission. e read 

The following recommendations were passed. 

(1) Stations be urged to place under the direct contro 
of Presbytry any of the men's evangelistic work which has 
not been so placed. 

(2) That 1e urge our lady missionaries to accept the 
opportunity of receiving Presbytry's advice in their work 
by sitting as corresponding members of the supervising 
committees as invited by the Presbytriea, leaving the final 
decision regarding full Presbytry control until next year's 
annual. council. 

e notice here that the Presbytry along with cooperatin 

missionaries have full control of the entire men's evangelis 

tic work, and in regard to recommendation (2) let us add 

that already on ~ore than half of the stations lady mission

aries were sitting on these advisory committees and their 

work was practically already under the control of the 

Presbytries. In the writer's judgment, the entire women's 

evangelistic work, like the men's, would already have been 

under the direct control of Presbytry, but for the opinions 

of an influential minority of the Mission. 

To continue the recommendations--the following one was 

laid on t he table for one year: 

That stations that carry on medical work be urged to 
seriously consider the advisability of relating our hospital 
more closely with the Korean church by inviting the Presby
tries to participate in Hospital Boards of Trustees constitu 
ted on a basis imilar to that of the Boards hich now 
control our schools. 

At the next Annual council, the medical co~ittee 

thus reported: 



We go on record as being hear-tily in favor of devolu
tion, but consider that out of courtesy to the Doctors at 
present on furlough, plans for carrying it out, as applied 
to Medical work be postponed until next year. 

And again in 1928, the Medical Committee recommends 

as follows: 

That we reaffirm our decision of last year in favor of 
Devolution in Medical work, and look forward to the time, 
when it can be fully introduced. We trust that the con
sensus of opinion of the Medical Missionary body in Korea 
will soon move in that direction. 
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The chief reason for the comparative slowness in turnin€ 

the work of our hospitals over to Joint Medical Boards as 

has already been done in the case of schools, lies in the 

fear that there may not as yet be a sufficient number of 

scientifically trqined members of Presbytries to efficiently 

carry this responsibility. 

On page 44, we find that the Korean Presbytry has a 

part in directing·the work of the evangelistic men. 

apportionments of work, one reads: 

Lungchingtsun (Station in East Manchuria) 

Under 

Rev. A. R. Ross - Evangelistic work under direction 
of Korean Presbytry, charge of Men's Bible Institute, 
class work. 

On page 48, we read under Educational .Committee Recom

mendations: 

We report that the Constitution for a Board of Trustees 
for mission schools, drawn up last year, has been adopted 
by the South Hamkyung Fresbytry and by the Board of the 
Hamkyung Boys School (Mission Academy). We recommend that 
it be adopted by the mission, in its English and Korean 
forms, and that other school boards and Presbytries be urged 
to adopt the same. It is also recommended that the English 
copy be printed in the minutes. 

Then on page 75, Suggested Constitution is given, and 

the point of interest in devolution in educational interests 
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is the important place assigned to the Korean church. Under 

''Suggested Constitution for School Boards of Canadian 

Mission Schools", we read: ~ 

The Korea Mission of the United Church of Canada agree 
to hand over the administration and control of' the 
(Hamkeung or elsewhere} school to a Board of Trustees, under 
the conditions mentioned in this constitution. 

School boards with Korean members had already been establishe 

and were carrying on the work , but here comes a move to 

recognize the Korean church ' s authority (along with foreign

ers) in every~hing except ownership of property under the 

conditions mentioned in the Constitution. 

To continue the Constitution - Article 2 . Object of 

the School: 

Sec . 3. The object of this institution shall be to 
give boys or girls, young men and boys , or young women and 
girls , within our territory an education of a lower school 
grade, or higher school grade , based upon Christian princi
ples , under Christian influence , and for the purpose of 
enabling them to become educated Christian leaders in church 
and school and in other walks of life . 

Sec . 4. In order that the purpose for which the insti
tution is founded may be carried out , the Bible shall be 
taught in evePy class at least two hours every week ~. 

Sec . 6 . In order to further carry out this purpose 
all regular and permanent teachers shall be church members 
in good standing . 

Sec . 6 . The school is primarily for Christian boys 
or girl~ or children of Christian parents , but since we aim 
at making it an evangelistic agency , a limited number of 
non-Christian students may be received. 

Article 3 . Building and Grounds of the Institution. 

Sec . ? . The buildings , lands , and equipment of the 
institution which shall immediately be placed under the 
control of the Board of Trustees for the purpose of con-
ducting the school shall be*** . · 

Sec . 8 . It is understood that the Chosen Mission of 
the United Church of Canada retains title to all buildings , 
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equ!pment and lands which are, or shall hereafter be, 
placed under control of the Board of Trustees, and reserves 
the right, upon notice given. six months before. the. close of 
the school year~ to dispossess the Board of Trustees, at the 
close of any school year, in case it is the judgment of the 
Mission, that the school is not being conducted in accordanc 
with the provisions of this Constitution. · In case the 
school is discontinued, all buildings, equipment, and lands 
automatically return to the control of the Mission. 

Sec. 9. In acknowledgment of the fact that title to 
the buildings, equipment and lands is retained by the Missie, 
the Board .of Trustees shall pay the Treasurer or the Chosen · 
Mission of the United Church of Canada, the sum of one yen 
annually, as rent for th~se properties. 

Article 4. 

Sec. 12. The Board of Trustees of this school shall 
be constituted as follows: 

{a) In case of a Local School: 

Three members ta be elected by the Mission, 
one of whom shall be the Principal of the 
School. 
Three members to be elected by the Presbytry 
from among its members. 

(b) In.case of Central Schools: 

Six members to be elected by the Missiont one 
of whom shall be the Principal of the sc oo!, 
three members to be electe~by the South 
Hamkying Prewbytry, one member** one member 
**one member** from among members of 
Presbytry. 

Al though this C_onsti tut ion was proposed in l926, in 

less than three years an acting Korean principal for our 

Central Boys' and Girls' Academies was in the harness-the 

very highest positions possible. I might also add that 

Mr. Chang a.-,1Korean principal of the Boys' Academy in 

SyenChum has already shown ability in handling his work. 

One can see from the above Constitution that our 

mission schools (that cost thousands· of dollars to build and 

equip·~ and still cost the same to carry on) be+ong to the 
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goes, for the education or their children. 
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One important condition is m~ntioned, namely that the 

object for which the schools were founded and Canadian names 

given bepreserved--the keeping to the front (as distinct 

from non-Christian government or. other schools) Christian 

principles. If a distinctly Christian mission does not 

exist in the carrying on of our schools and hospitals, the 

Foreign Mission Board and the Home Church may readily questicn 

whether the sacrif ces made and monies given are justifiable. 

Leaving Christian influence out, the Government Schools 

and hospitals may possibly be able· in time to do the re-

quired educational and medical work. However, in the 

writer's opinion, there is a definite call for our schools 

and hospitals with a distinctly Christian mission to perform 

in Korea, if the Home· Church can enable them to financially 

and with workers maintain an efficiency in every other way. 

(Of course our mission schools cannot follow the government 

schools in their bonus system as they have means we have not.) 

One very vital thing needed and a God given essential, 

is .the spirit of service . on behalf of Christ on the part of 

our teachers and doctors and nurses that will lead them to 
-k 

labor in mission institutions even though government 

positions or private practice may hold out better inducements 

financially. I love to think of foreign nussionary doctors 

of outstanding ability who might have earned their tens of 

thousands at home in private practice, but who accept a 



living wage in order to serve in Christ's name the count

less suffering ones abroad. 
.. 

To continue our sketch of the progress of devolution 
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as outlined in the Minutes of Annual ieeting of Council for 

1926, we find on page 51 under Evangelistic Committee 

Recommendations, the following: 

No. 2. s we are now having young Korean women able 
to take the place of helpers for the women missionariesA 
we look forward to using them as far as possible instea 
of men helpers. . 

Na. 4. In regard to the request from the South 
Hamkyung Presbytry, we recommend that all local Men's and 

omen's ·Bible Institutes be placed under the control of 
joint committees appointed by the Presbytries and the 
Mission , with the further recommendation that in regard to 
the omen's Institutes, Korean women be eligible for member
ship . 

In these two recommendations we have two items of 

distinct advance in things Korean . 

{l} The share in the control of all our local Bible 

Institutes is given to the Korean church . Now these Bible 

Institutes in a different ay, that is amongst a different 

class of workers, from those attending the Theological 

Seminary, have a large place in the· training of the men and 

women who are the workers in ~ur church-- paid and unpaid . 

In the sharing of the control of this work , the Koreans came 

to have a vital part in training that body of men and women 

who are amongst the most .spiritual and most efficient throug 

out our church • 

. {2} The recommendation that young Korean women instead 

of men, should become the helpers for the women missionaries 
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shows a real advance in the share women are taking in church 

work. ·11omen in Korea still hold a very inferior place, and 

until comparatively recent year~ their education was very 

largely neglected. However, today both the J"apanese 

Government schools and the Mission schools are educating 

large numbers of .girls, and there are highly trained 

capable young women who can efficiently do the work· that men 

helpers have often done for our lady missionaries . The 

inferior condition of women is doubtless due to the intluencE 

of the teachings of Confucius, of whom it is said that he 

felt more keenly the death of a beloved disciple than that 

of his own wife . The larger part taken by Korean women 

is also illustrated in the recommendation that they be 

eligible for membership on the committees that control the 

Women ' s Bible Institutes . We also find them taking their 

place now with Korean men and mi·ssionaries on important 

r ev-angelistic committees· where they can efficiently cooperate 

in the direction pf both men and women's work. 

Ta continue the sketch of devolution, we notice 

different items of interest in the .Mission minutes of 1927 . 

On page 14 a sidelight is given in the words of Dr. Avison, 

who holds the two high positions of President of the 

Severance Union Medical College, and President of the Chosen 

Christian College, Seoul . Dr . Avison outlined the splendid 

success achieved by several outstanding Korean doctors who 

have graduated from Severance, and then gone for advanced 

training to Canada and the United States, and are now 



rendering remarkable service in Severance Hospital and 

College. 

Speaking of the work of Cho~en Christian College, Dr. 
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Avison mentioned the progress of devolution there, stating 

that two-thirds of the staff of the College are now Koreans, 

and expressed the wish that before long the President (his 

own position) might be a Korean. This latter ideal is, 

in the .writer's judgment, the crux of the situation of 

building up an independent Native· Church in Korea. 

Turning again to the educational situation, we find 

that the missionaries in deciding the very vital problem 

of the registration of schools, sought the advice and co

operation of the native church as expressed through their 

four Presbytries, and even to the highest Presbyterian 

court in the land, the Korean General Assembly. 

We read in the minutes of the special conference of 

the mission with the deputation from the United Church of 

Canada, consisting of Dr • . Endicott, Moderator, and Principal 

and Mrs. Gandier of Emmanuel Theological College, Toronto, 

held at Hamheung, May 25, 1927. · After a full discussion 

on the educational situation in Korea, during which both 

Drs. Endicott and Gandier expre.ssed the opinion that the 

time had come to apply for registration of the Hamheung 

schools, the following m.o~ion was passed: 

In view of the request of the South Hamkyung Presbytry 
that we apply for a permit for Higher Common Schools for 
Boys and Girls at Hamheung , and in view of the apparent 
impossibility of obtaining designation, we recommend that 
the mission apply for such a permit, provided that the 
Korean General Assembly consider that it is advisable to do 
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so, and further we as~ for an expression of opinion with 
regard to this act,ion from the other Presbytries within our 
Canadian territory, the distinction between registration 
and designation being that in the case of registration, the 
teaching of the Bible was forbidden as a regular part of 
the curriculum. 

Later in the July meeting of the Mission Council, the 

Educational Committee recommended 

(1) Since the request from the special mission con
ference to the Presbytries within our bounds for approval 
of the registration of the Ramheung High Schools for Boys 
and Girls- as Higher Common Schools has met with a favorable 
response from all four Presbytries, we recommend that the 
mission ask approval from the General Assembly of the · 
Presbyterian Chur ·h in Korea to carry into effect this 
registration. 

(2)" In reply to the request from the Pre~bytries that 
we have our lower girls' schools in Wonsan , Hamheung , Songjin 
and Hoiryung , registered as Common Schools, we state that 
should the General Assembly approve of our request with 
regard to the High Schools, the mission. will give its 
consent. 

From t he beginning of mission work in Korea, the study 

of the Bible has been required as a fundamental part of 

the curriculum in all Christian schools. However within 

recent years new J'"apanese Government regulations have 

forbidden the teaching of the Bible as a part of the curricu-~ 

lum, within school hours, at the same time practically makin,~ 

it impossible for the graduates of non-registered schools 

to enter higher institutions of learning, thus putting a 

tremendous handicap on our Christian schools~ It is true 

that the government has, through years of effort on the 

part of vario~s missions, grant~d designation to two or 

three schools, allowing them to teach the Bible within the 

curriculum, and giving to their graduates practically the 

same standing as the graduates of registered schools . Our 
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mission had tried in vain for years to secure this privilege 

for even one of our schools, but we were unable to obtain 

any hope that it would be granted. In the meantime we were 

· constantly losing the best of our students to registered 

schools, until at last the Korean church, always so strong 

for the teaching of the Bible, felt compelled to strongly 

urge the mission to change its policy in favor of the future 

advantages of registration. This we were very loathe to 

grant as we had always stood firm with the other three · 
... 

Presbyterian missions of Korea against surrendering the 

privilege of teaching the Bible as a :part of the eurriculum 

and work in school hours . 

The Mission Minutes of 1928 show that after a long 

discussion the policy that the mission had held for years 

was changed , on page 15 we read that the following motion 

was carried: 

While regretting that our policy should differ from 
that of the other Presbyterian missions , as expressed in 
the action of the Presbyterian Council , we still affirm our 
conviction that in view of the apparent impossibility or 
obtaining Designation; we should authorize the Ham.heung 
Boys' and Girls' School Boards to apply for registration 
as Higher Common Schools (provided we ean safe guard the 
religious instruction in our schoolsat least as now carried 
on.in other Christian registered schools) as requested by 
the four Presbytries within whose bounds we labor , and as 
approved by the Foreign Mission Board of our Church . 

J 

This proves that the final decision in vital church policies 

rests in the Native Church courts rather than in the Foreign 

Mission bodies . 

We have seen how the main subject of devolution, the 

turning over of the funds and authority to a. joint committee 
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of Presbytry and mission had been thoroughly discussed at 

an evening conference of the Mission Council in 1926 . As 
# 

a result of this discussion, we find the mission taking the 

following action: 

That we consider the advisability of inviting the 
foud Presbytries within our mission territory to appoint 
delegates to meet a similar number of missionaries to dis
cuss ways and means of closer cooperation between the 
mission and the Presbytries in the control of all work 
carried on with mission funds . 

After a lengthy discussion , the following amendment 

was passed: 

That this matter be placed on the docket for next 
annual meeting, and that in the meantime a committee be 
appointed to thowoughly consider the matter. 

On motion the Executive was named as this committee 

with power to coopt . Here we have the beginning of a 

move towards a Joint Board, which has already taken over 

the work formerly done by the mission , the handling of all 

educational and men's €gangelistic funds . 

The executive committee effectively carried out the 

instructions of the Council in regard to devolution and 

presented at the next Annual Meeting in July, 1928 , the 

following definite recommendations which secured the 

support of the council: 

(1) That in making up our estimates for presentation 
to the Foreign Mission Board, we divide them into three 
sections -- Personal, Miscellaneous edical and Property, 
and General erk. 

(2) That the section entitled General Work shall 
include all estimates which relate to Evangelistic and 
Educational work carried on within our mission territory. 

(3) That all matters relating to General Work shall 
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be dealt with by a General Board composed of an equal 
number of Koreans and missionaries. 
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(4) That as a preliminary action, we invite the four 
Presbytries,--South, Central am1 ... m:;,rth Hamhyung, and East 
Manchuria--to appoint two delegates each, who, together 
with eight missionaries, appointed by the mission, shall 
constitute a committee to draw up regulations for governing 
the General Board which shall be submitted to the mission 
and the Presbytries for ratification, this committee to 
meet, if possible, at the time of the General Assembly this 
year. 

The work and authority of this General Eoard was 

quickly recognized by the mission, who at this same Annual 

Meeting made this decision: 

That in regard to the various Presbytries' requests 
for new ·and increased grants for several lines of work , we 
reply that we have increased our estimates to the Foreign 
Mission Board for General Work, but that we refer the final 
use of such funds to the General Board, whose decision shall 
be made upon the basis of actual grants, received-from the 
Foreign Mission Board. The mission here in its game with 
the Koreans throws all its cards on the board , recognizing 
in a distinctly new way the authority of the Koreans . 

In the same year's minutes the recognition .of Korean 

authority in deciding vital Evangelistic policies, we read: 

We record our approval of the establishment of a three 
months' Bible ·rnstitute for men and that we refer the whole 
subject to the General Board· which we hope to see organized 
under the mission d~cision on devolution . 

When this Board was actually organtzed, the name was changed 

from General Board to Joint Board. 

According to the mission recommendation , at the time of 

the meeting of the General Assembly in September, this 

Joint Board was formed and its constitution drawn up , which 

later was ratified by the mission and Korean presbytries . 

It was interesting psyc~ological study to see the reaction 

of the Koreans when they learned just how evangelistic funds 
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had been allocated among the territories, connected with 

the different stations of the mission, and immediately a 

real problem of adjustment, owing to the mission attitude of 

cooperation, was encountered, and definite steps were later 

taken to readjust funds in such a . way as to meet the Korean 

sense of justice towards the different territories. 

t the Annual ieeting of 1928, Dr. Robb, chairman of 

the Joint Board, presented a report of the proceedings of 

the first meeting along with the constitution, which was on 

motion adopted. By December of 1928 e find the Joint 

Board fully organized and efficiently handling the differ

ent important matters transferred to them by the mission. 

To sum up this sketch of the progress of devolution 

in our Canadian mission,we find that within three years, by 

the close of 1928, the entire boys' and girls' educational 

work and ments evangelistic work had been turned o er to a 

Joint Board on which the Koreans have equal representation 

in making most important decisions, and that good progress 

had been made towards the same end in the medical and 

womants evangelistic work. It has been felt by some in 

Korea that the Canadian mission has gone too fast in devolu

tion, and yet most of the missions have in a large measure 

made a similar advance. Time will prove things, but we 

are convinced that this was a right venture just as we feel 

that the greater venture of uniting the three important 

denominations, the Methodist, Congregational and Presbyterirun 

Churches of Canada, into one United Church was a real bless-
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ing and one in line with the inevitable spirit of coopera

tion of this age . 

It is interesting to note in closing this chapter that 

while these developments have been going on in the relation

ship of the Canadian mission and the Korean Presbytries con

nected with it, that the Korean National Christian Gouncil 

has been formed with the expectation of more and more taking 

over the work that has been done by the Federal Council of 

Missions, representing the si:x Methodist and Presbyterian 

:Missions and other cooperating Christian bodies working in 

Korea. 

,,. 



CHAPTER VII 

Con.cl us ion . 

There is no debate as to the eventual emergence of 

an independent Korean church--the ,teps that lead up to 

that are now a serious problem. )rn thinking of . the very 

near future , one realizes that the question of the status 
\\ 

of the missionarj- is bound to forge to the front . Less 

Phan three years ago there appeared in the Korean Mission 

Field an anonymous article which is worthy of consideration . 

Discussing sueh problems concerning missionari ,es , 

the writer says .. : . · 

(1) Relationship to the Korean Church . 

When the Dl4ssionaries first came to Korea, the Korean 
people were not asked whether they wanted them or not . This 
is in accordance with the Tuiaster ' s Great Commission to go 
into all the world. Now the question is, should the Korean 
church be asked whether or not they want missionaries and if 
so what kind of missionaries? Undoubtedly so . It may not 
be the best way ·to do it officially, but at least the opinio s 
of representative Koreans should be asoertained . Even 
though the opinion is not always favorable , does not follow 
that missionaries should not come or should return . The 
presence, of the missionaries here now does not depend entire 
upon the wishes and sometimes upon tne whtms of the people 
among whom we work . The missionaries are here because they 
are called of God. It would make it harder to stay if 
they were not wanted and perhaps inadvisable to do so . Stil 
there are other considerations . People ' s minds are change
able. Just now there is a tendency among missionaries to be 
pan1ey. lest they be not wa.nte,d . vle must not be too ready 
to seize excuses for quitting . Generally it is better to 
spunk up a bit and stick. 

84 
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The question of the Korean mind in regard to the 

missionaries coming out or staying in Korea is going to 

become a more important factor as we approach the time when 

the Korean church will be independ~nt. It is true, as the 

above wri tar says, that the missionaries are here because 

they are called of God, but one may question, more. seriously 

than he seeins to the wisdom of' any missionary remaining if 

the most spiritually minded of the church feel that he has 

no longer a spiritual service to render their people. 

Mist;1io_naries can easily be too sensitive as to what some 

Koreans say about them. Experience teaches us that Korean 

Christians are very loving and long suffering in regard to 

the deficiencies of the misstonary and that for years they 

will not want anyone to leave whom they know truly loves 

them and can bring message from God's word that suits 

their peculiar needs . 

(2) Missionar'ies Versus Money. It comes out every 
once in a while that some of the Korean Christian leaders, 
at times, would rather have the missionary 's salary than 

' 

have the missionary. When funds run short for the work, it 
is easy to think this way. With the salary of a missionary 
one or more Korean workers could be. emplo.yed who perhaps 
could do the work as well or better. Aside from whether 
they could or could not , it is· not :possible to secure .missio,1 
funds and not have missionaries . !fen are, always worth more 
than money, and especially in missionary work. In reading 
the New Testament, it seems that the missionary work of the 
Early Church was carried on without funds, except collectioni. 
for the poor. It is a serious question whether or no~, in 
modern missionary propaganda too much money is being used 
rather than too little. 

I think these rem ~ks are worthy of real thought. 

There is a tendency for us from the west to over value moneyi 

There i .s nothing can be accomplished without funds, or to sa:r 
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it i .n another vray, to feel that our money can do it all . 

Apart from the doing or not doing, one can easily see as he 

views his life abroad that time ~nd aga~n what the Koreans 

want is the missionary , not his money. They want us mis

sionaries in deciding problems and in giving zeal for work 

that they themselves practically finance . The Koreans 

earne·stly seek the advice and the loving cooperation in 

handling workers, and in usi.ng funds which are· of joint owne -

ship. -Yust as the missionaries are so often earnestly 

invited when the Koreans, though often times poor, give 

some social event or express their love in se:>me gift , provin 

that it is not our money but ourselves that they want . Wµ i l 

missionaries are on furlough , though funds for the church 

helpers may be reaching the field , all the time letters are 

coming expressing· the constant pr0;yers and earnest desires 

that the missionaries return. !ide oceans cannot destroy 

mutual love centered in one common Master . We ~ay add 

though, irrelevant of the Korean thought , that ge t ting the 

missi_onary means that they will likely get the funds . The 

National Christian Council of Korea at a recent meeting put 

its.elf' on record, urging the home churches not to give up 

sending missionaries . 

The writer just referred to claimed that you could not 

get the funds without the missionaries , but as time passes 

this .will become a more and more debatable ·question.. When 

the fully organized Joint Board uhder the Canadian Mission 

and Presbytries met in Sungjin in December , 1928 , an item 
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of some hundreds of dollars was unexpectedly reported as 

being on hand. The missionaries and probably most of the 

Koreans would readily have allowe~ that it should be used to 

help Koreans who were suffering from famine caused by flood~ 

a few months before. A few of them, however, strongly 

opposed the scheme, maintaining that it should be used for 

educational purposes. The decision carried for the famine 

relief. This shows that sometimes those that are on the 

outside of' a question can better decide it and proves in 

the writer's judgm nt that missionaries with their funds are 

still needed, as the Koreans desire. 

Let us mention a few possible shoals ahead, though only 

brie~ly. Communism is one; but already the disastrous 

effects which follow in its wake are pir,oving its undoing, 

Its rejection of God and moral standards make it unable to . 

hold out a permanent hope or to offer a real solution for 

the difficulties of Korean life. Another is the difficulty 

of adjustments already made ta a large degree in the home 

churohes, between the conservative old views and ever chang

ing newer phases of religious teaching. Finally we have 

the most difficult adjustments in a changing social order 

where the customs of centuries are changed in a dec~de, 

. sometimes without the character ·growth to make the new order 

safe . 

However the same GG>d who led our fathers through the 

ages is, the God o'f the Korean Church, and we firmly believe 

that the God of peace, who brought again from the dead the 



Great Shepherd of. the sheep with the blood of an eternal 

covenant, even our Lord ~esus, can :nnke them perfect in 
~ 
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every good thing to do His will, working in them that which 

is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 

be the glory forever and ever. 
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