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It is no wonder that this method of research has
not become common, or indeed fully accepted as
legitimate.
The stakes are high and the game
dangerous; but action anthropology is nevertheless,
quite ~n the tradition and spirit of general
anthropology, and promises to provide the best
demonstration of its meaning and its use.
(Tax 1964:2S:;t)
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In 1948 this field-training

The effects of this contrast are great.
White
individuals, if psychologically
healthy and not
self-consciously
marginal, can engage in a sustained effort in a single direction over a long
period of time, and-here-is the crux - they can
do so more or less independent of their group.
In contrast, a Fox is guided almost exclusively
by his moment-to-moment
relations to others; he
bridles under long-term rigid work schedules; he
becomes listless in situations requiring isolated
self-direction.
(Gearing 1960:
295-29~)
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This adumbrates the most significant distinction
between action anthropology and applied anthropology as ordinarily conceived.
It emphasizes the
right of Fox self-determination,
or as Sol Tax
bluntly puts it, the freedom to make mistakes.
The
Fox are faced with the need of making decisions
relevant to their future.
The function of the
anthropologist
is not to impose his awn decisions,
much less those of administrators
and other whites.
His function is to act as a catalyst, to help
clarify issues for the Fox and to make available to
them possibilities of choice which may not have
occurred to them, or which might not have been available to them apart from the programme of action
anthropology.
(Piddington 1960:205)
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The results are proving themselves in an understanding of the problems of new nations, of North
American cities, even of the organization of
universities.
Indeed, the unique community of
anthropologists
of the world that I mentioned as
being now in existence was helped into being
directly by what was learned from American Indians.
The same understanding may some day help the peoples
of the world to achieve the common goal of peace.
(Tax 1964, 257)
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