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WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY

•

FACULTY SENATE
AGENDA

MEETING
NOTICE

Monday, April 7, 2003
Room 126 CH. 3:30 p.m.
,,

ORDER OF BUSINESS:

•

I.

Call of the Meeting to Order

II.

Informal Statements and Proposals

Ill.

Approval of the Minutes -- Monday, March 31, 2003 --

IV.

President's Report ·

V.

Committee Reports

VI.

Old Business

http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/M3-31-03.htm

A. Proposal to Revise the General Education Program http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/ExC-GenEd%20Prop.htm

VII. ·

New Business

A. W S U Advancement / Endowement update - Elizabeth King, Vice President
8. COFSP discussion on Censorship (this discussion will begin at 4:50pm)
http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/COFSP-Discussion.htm

VIII. · As May Arise

•

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Office
http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/A4-7-03 .htm

Campus Phone

Campus Box
4/7/2003
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COUNCIL OF FACULTY SENATE PRESIDENTS DISCUSSION ON CENSORSHIP/ ACADEMIC FREEDOM
Hi, all - missed you last week, but Carol gave me a great update on all the
happenings. Our Senate Executive Committee passed the following resolution, which
will be going to the full Senate here next Monday:

Resolution 103_021:
Whereas, the Kansas State Senate has passed an amendment to SB 263, the
2003-2004 State Appropriations Bill, that directs the Kansas Board of Regents to
tenninate funding for any department of a Regents' University that purchases or
uses "obscene" videos in a human sexuality course or other such class, and

Whereas the use of sexually explicit materials or other materials deemed
"obscene" may be appropriate in a number of university-level courses, including
those covering human sexuality, and
Whereas the referenced amendment represents a substantial infringement on
academic freedom, which is vital to intellectual inquiry and a quality education,
The Faculty Senate of Fort Hays State University urges the Kansas State
Legislature to repeal the referenced amendment or to reject it when the House
and Senate budget bills are reconciled in conference committee.

•

Time is short on this, and the House has been deferring to the Senate as the big budget bill is discussed. In
addition to your own Senates passing something, I would suggest that we do as well. I'll move electronically that
we adopt the above resolution, simply changing "The Faculty Senate of Fort Hays State University" to ''The
Council of Faculty Senate Presidents."
Cheers,
John

Dr. John Heinrichs Phone: (785) 628-4536
Department of Geosciences Fax: (785) 628-4096
Fort Hays State University email: jheinric@fhsu.edu

600 Parle Street WWW: http://www.fhsu .edu/geo/heinrichs
Hays, KS 67601
Here's the text of the amendment which was originally made to SB 263. and now is in the conference bill:

(i) During the fisal year ending June 30, 2004, no department or
division within any university under the jurisdiction and control of the

state board of regents or any other such university shall expend any

•

moneys as part of a human sexuality class or other similar class for
undergraduate students for the purpose or display ov any videos as part

http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/COFSP-Discussion.htm
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of or incident to such a class which are obscene as defined by K.S.A .
21-4301 and amendments thereto: Provided, That upon any violation of
this subsection the state board of regents shall direct the immediate
termination of the expenditure of moneys for any such department or
division within such university.
Here's the text of K.S.A. 21-4301 (thanks to some diligent work by Stephen Schleicher. our Senate secretary):

(c) (1) Any material or performance is "obscene" if:
(A) The average person applying contemporary community standards would
find that the material or performance, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient
interest;

•

(8) the average person applying contemporary community standards would
find that the material or performance has patently offensive representations or
descriptions of
(i) ultimate sexual acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including
sexual intercourse or sodomy, or (ii) masturbation, excretory functions,
sadomasochistic abuse or lewd exhibition of the genitals; and
(C) taken as a whole, a reasonable person would find that the material or
performance lacks serious literary, educational, artistic, political or scientific
value•
(D) It is a defense to a prosecution for obscenity that .
(1) The persons to whom the allegedly obscene material was
disseminated, or the audience to an allegedly obscene performance, consisted
of persons or institutions having scientific, educational or governmental
justification for possessing or viewing the same;
(2) the defendant is an officer, director, trustee or employee of a public
library and the allegedly obscene material was acquired by such library and was
disseminated in accordance with regular library policies approved by its
governing body; or
(3) the allegedly obscene material or obscene device was purchased,
leased or otherwise acquired by a public, private or parochial school, college or
university, and that such material was either sold, leased, distributed or
disseminated by a teacher, instructor, professor or other faculty member or
administrator of such school as part of or incident to an approved course or
program of instruction at such school.
Now, some may argue that that last provision renders the recent amendment powerless. I disagree. section d3
only gives a defense to prosecution, where the amendment cuts off funding to the department and involves no
criminal prosecution.

Dr. John Heinrichs Phone: (785) 6284536
Department of Geosciences Fax : (785) 628-4096

•

Fort Hays State University email: jheinric@fhsu.edu

600 Park Street WWW: http://www.fhsu.edu/geo/heinrichs

http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/COFSP-Discussion.htm
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Hays, KS 67601

resolution on obscenity
Date: Tue, 01 Apr 2003 20:17:44 -0600
From: "Ron KEITH" <keithron@esumail.emporia.edu>
To: <cofsp-l@listproc.cc.ku.edu>
Reply to: cofsp-l@listproc.cc.ku.edu
Hi everyone FROM EMPORIA STATE UNIVERSITY
The Faculty Senate at ESU passed a resolution, which used John's wording. The discussion we had was great.
One of the issues that came up in our discussions was whether the resolution should be worded more broadly to
make the point that it is not desirable to have the legislature trying to micromanage the curriculum. The current
issue is about obscenity and human sexuality, but it could be about sex in biology or in counseling, one of our
faculty will soon be teaching a course on sex and people with disabilities. Others added that the legislature might
think to pressure other areas, for example evolution or political dissent.

•

Some advocated expanding the resolution to make this more general statement. At the time I thought as did most
of the senate that we wanted to keep focused on the current incident; it wasn't clear that the legislature has
designs on other areas. On the other hand if the legislature has success here maybe that would embolden
legislators. So for your consideration we have some thoughts about how the resolution by John could be enlarged
to encompass this issue. Between the last paragraph and the next to last add 2 paragraphs:
'Whereas the faculty are responsible for establishing the curriculum and course content,
Therefore decisions about university curriculum and course content should be left to the universities and most
importantly to the faculty,
I printed the total down below We did not have this in our resolution that we passed. Perhaps if we had more time
to discuss it it might have been. Some faculty want to return to this broader issue at the next senate meeting and
perhaps another resolution.
Do you think it is a good idea? Is it better to keep the resolution simple and direct? Is there a need to address
the general concern?
Ron
The total would read:

Whereas, the Kansas State Senate has passed an amendment to SB 263, the 2003-2004 State
Appropriations Bill, that directs the Kansas Board of
Regents to terminate funding for any department of a Regents' University that purchases or
uses "obscene" videos in a human sexuality course or

•

· other such class, and
Whereas the use of sexually explicit materials or other materials deemed "obscene" may be
appropriate in a number of university-level courses,

http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/COFSP-Discussion.htm
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including those covering human sexuality, and
Whereas the referenced amendment represents a substantial infringement on academic
freedom, which is vital to intellectual inquiry and a
quality education,
"Whereas the faculty are responsible for establishing the curriculum and course content,
Therefore decisions about university curriculum and course content should be left to the
universities and most importantly to the faculty,
and"
Therefore be it resolved that the COFSP urges the Kansas State Legislature to repeal the
referenced amendment or to reject it when the House and Senate budget bills are reconciled
in conference committee.

•

•
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WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE MINUTES – April 7,
2003
MEMBERS PRESENT: Bakken, Behrman, Brooks, Carroll, Celestin, Chopra, Dawe,
Decker, Edwards, Forlaw, Goldy, Hemans, Hershfield, Herzog, Hill, Hiltner, Hodson,
Johnson, Klunder, Lancaster, Markovich, Matson, Mau, May, McDonald, Murphey,
Quantic, Rokosz, Roussel, Teshome, Williamson, Withrow, Zhang
MEMBERS ABSENT: Bees, DeLillo, deSilva, Kear, Lause, Moore-Jansen, Parker,
Ravigururajan, Riordan, Ross, Russell, sheikh-Ahmad, Wimalesena
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Enns, Miller, Muma, Russell, Yeager
Ex-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT: VPAAR
SUMMARY OF ACTION:
1. The Senate heard the annual report by Elizabeth King, Vice President for
University Advancement
2. The Senate continued its deliberations about the General Education proposal.
3. The Senate approved, with one dissenting vote, a motion to express its opposition
to the bill passed by the Legislature relative to the termination of funding for any
department that uses obscene videos in class.
I. CALL TO ORDER: President Lancaster called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:
a. WSU Advancement / Endowement update: By unanimous consent, the first item in the
Agenda relative to New Business was taken out of order, so that the Senate could hear the
annual report of the Vice President for University Advancement, Elizabeth King, about the
status of University fund raising for the advancement and endowment funds. King gave a
power-point presentation giving details about fund raising and expenditures. She indicated
that much of the gifting to the University is for current expenditure (some $8.5 million), as
compared to a lesser amount (some $2.6 million) for endowment. She noted the following
percentages use of the funds -- 0.3% Athletics, 3.1% General, 7.1% Library, 18.9 Ulrich,
40.4 Scholarship & 40.7% Educational. She said that a recent phenomenon, caused by the
decline of the stock market, is that many of the funds are below the value they had when
they were first received, triggering a state statute that requires that only interest and
dividends be paid from them while they are in that condition.
II. INFORMAL STATEMENTS & PROPOSALS:
1. Senator Roussel reminded the Senate of the state AAUP meeting that will be held this
coming Saturday as per her announcement in the March 31st Senate meeting.

2. Senator Williamson inquired about the anticipated impact of the Legislature's rejection
of the Governor's revised budget. VPAAR Kindrick responded that the administration is
waiting to see what the Legislature does after it returns on April 30 from its recess.
3. Senator Hodson spoke about the drastic cuts that are being made in funding for Graduate
Teaching Assistants, to between $5,000-8,000 per year from $12,000. She said that even the
$12,000 had been "disgracefully low."
4. VPAAR Kindrick pointed out that a Senate meeting on May 5 will conflict with the
Honors Convocation that is scheduled for that afternoon. _
III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Minutes of the meeting of March 31, accepted as
presented.
IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
President Lancaster outlined the schedule he contemplates for Senate consideration of the
General Education proposal. He hopes for a vote on the proposal, as it may then be
amended, on April 28, with some matters that don't require a vote of the General Faculty
being held over to a meeting on May 5.
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS: none
VI. OLD BUSINESS:
a. Revisions to the General Education Program: The Senate continued its deliberation on
the General Education proposal that has come from the Senate Executive Committee, taking
up particularly the sections on transfer credit, course levels and numbering, the completion
of Basic Skills courses by 48 hours, and the replacement of I&P courses with Capstone
courses. Senator Murphey asked for reaction to a possible addition that would require
students to pass the two parts of the College BASE assessment test dealing with Basic Skills
after students have finished 48 hours of work. When the idea was confronted by
considerable opposition, he told the Senate he would not ask the Executive Committee to add
it. Discussion also was on clarifying the wording to apply to degree bound students only
VII. NEW BUSINESS:
b. COFSP discussion on censorship: President Lancaster showed the Senate a slide depicting
a draft letter from the Council of Faculty Senate Presidents to Governor Sibelius opposing
the bill recently passed by the Legislature that would direct the Kansas Board of Regents to
terminate funding for any department of a Regents' University that purchases or uses
obscene videos in a human sexuality or other such class. Senator Murphey said the letter
misrepresents the content and effect of the bill. After discussion, Senator Klunder moved,
(Senator Behrman 2nd.) a motion to put the Senate on record as opposing the bill. This was
approved, with Senator Murphey asking the Secretary to record his "nay" vote. _
VIII. AS MAY ARISE: none
Respectfully submitted,
Dwight Murphey
Secretary

