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GENERAL FACULTY MEETING 

The Wichita State University 

October 24, 1991 

208 HH 3:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

1. Approval of Minutes 

2. Proposal for a New General Education Program (Attached) 

NOTE: Each Department will receive a copy of the complete Task Force Report. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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TIME; 

PLACE; 

PRESIDING: 

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 
GENERAL FACULTY MEETING 

MINUTES 

3:30 P.M. - Wednesday - May 1, 1991 

208 HH 

John Breazeale 

I. EVPAA Breazeale called the meeting to order at 3:30 P.M. 

II. EVPAA Breazeale stated that he had appointed David Farns-
worth as the meeting Parliamentarian. · 

III. The minutes of the previous meeting (February 21, 1991) 
were approved as distributed. 

lV. The minutes of the meeting of January 14, 1991, were 
approved as distributed. 

v. Senate President David Alexander introduced proposed 
Amendments to the Constitution of the Faculty Senate 

A. Article l, section l, addition -

l. The faculty expressed several concerns and Faculty 
senate members provided their rationale for the 
addition. 

2. The addition was adopted by a majority vote. 
(See Exhibit A - Item I) 

B. Article II, Section 1, addition - and Item III (see 
Exhibit A - Items II and III); following a discussion 
period, were both adopted by the faculty by a voice 
vote. 

VI. Senate President David Alexander introduced proposed By
Laws of the General Faculty Meetings 

A. Faculty concerns were discussed and Faculty Senate 
members responded with the rationale for the 
Proposed By-Laws. 

B. The By-Laws were adopted by a voice vote • 

l 
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VII. The President-Elect of the Faculty Senate, Jay Mandt, 
presented and award (THE EXHAULTED ROOSTER AWARD!) to 
John Breazeale in honor of his return to Wichita State 
as the Acting Executive Vice-President. Dr. Breazeale 
received a sustained, standing ovation on his second 
Wichita State University retirement (an HONORARY 
LEPRECHAUN ! ) 

VIII.Jim Merriman reminded the Faculty of the AAUP Awards 
Dinner of May 10, 1991, and announced that Elmer Hoyer 
would be the first recipient of the award. 

IX. The Meeting was adjourned at 4:15 P.M. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Fred Benson, Secretary 

EXHIBIT A 

Item 1 Article 1, Section 1 additional clause 
. (f) Upon assuming office, the President of the 

Senate begins a two year term as an at-large 
Senator. If the President's elected term has 
not expired, it will be filled by election. 

Item II - Article II, Section 1 - additional clause -

I 

• 

(at end of Section) In the year after serving as • 
President, a Senator becomes Past President. 

Item III - Addition to composition of the Executive Committee 
Among the named officers, insert "Past President" 
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Executive Summary 

of the 

Report of the Task Force on the Under•raduate Experience 

The Task Force: Tina Bennett-Kastor 

Donald J. Blakeslee 

Nancy Millett 

Martin Perline 

James J. Snyder 

Peter G. Sutterlin 

J. William Thomaon 

William B. Unrau 

David N. Farnsworth, Chair 
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• Comparison of Existing and Proposed Curricula 

Existing Curriculum Proposed Curriculum 

NO. OF COURSES , .. 189 Fewer than 100 

NO. OF COMMON COURSES 3 7-8 

NO. OF CREDIT 
HOURS REQUIRED 42 42 

DISTRIBUTION OF Humanities/Fine Arts Humanities 
REQUIRED COURSES Social Sciences Social Sciences 

Nat. Sci. and Math Nat. Sci. and Math 
Fine Arts 

RELATIONSHIP OF . 
GENERAL EDUCATION TO Indirect Direct 
OVERALL CURRICULUM 

BASIC-SKILLS COURSES Isolated Across-the-
curriculum programs 

PROBABILITY OF A 
COMMON UNDERGRADUATE Relatively low Relatively high • EXPERIENCE 

CURRICULAR RATIONALE Nonprescriptive Structured with 
limited options 

PROVISION FOR RESEARCH 
METHODS AND COMMUNITY Not mandated Mandated 
INVOLVEMENT 

PROVISION FOR FACULTY 
DEVELOPMENT AND None Considerable 
INTERACTION . 

PREREQUISITE 
STRUCTURE Minimal Integral 

HUMAN AND CULTURAL Possible but Assured 
DIVERSITY infrequent 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
FOCUS Minimal Assured 

ORIGIN OF COURSES University-wide Liberal Arts 
Fine Arts 
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THE PROPOSAL 

A. Statement of Goals and Objectives 

The goals that have : been established for general education are 

supported in each case by objectives arranged hierarchically according to 

the degree of cognitive complexity and background knowledge required. 

The extension of the common curriculum into the upper-division hours is 

intended to provide a student some depth of learning outside the major, 

The proposed program will best succeed at providing both breadth and 

depth to liberal learning when combined with a major that allows the 

student to probe deeply enough into a single discipline to be able to 

appreciate the contrasting and complementary ways that scholars in the 

university community approach knowledge. 

1. General Statement 

The purpose of general education is to examine the basic ideas, 

beliefs, and modes of thought through which individuals and civilizations 

express themselves. A liberally educated person should understand 

different ways that students of humanities, natural and social sciences, 

and the arts e)tplore questions and seek solutions. 

To achieve this purpose, students should: 

* study verbal and nonverbal forms of expression in 
various genres/periods/traditions in the arts and sciences; 

* compare ideas and values in a variety of texts; 

* make oral and written presentations for various rhetorical 
purposes; 

* collect, synthesize, and interpret information from a variety 
of pertinent sources; 

* evaluate written and oral communications; 

* understand and apply mathematical and logical principles; 

* apply knowledge to ontemporary problems and issues; 
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* participate in activities that will enable them to improve the 
quality of life, 

2. Gaus and Objectives 

The following statements identify six major goals of the general 

education program. The objectives specify actions students take to meet 

them. The examples suggest types of activities to meet the objectives. 

They are not prescriptive; they are simply illustrative. 

Gau 1: To understand the humanities and how they explore the 

complexity of the human experience, 

Objective A: Understand and appreciate various human 
cultures in their historical contexts. 

Objective B: Compare human cultural systems. 

Objective C: Analyze and interpret the ideas, beliefs, and 
values developed in human societies and the 
texts in which they are expressed. 

Objective D: Analyze how Western and non-Western societies 
address issues in terms of their cultural 
and historical contexts. 

Objective E: Compare how various humanists define and 
explore questions and how they select and 
interpret data. 

Objective F: Propose and critique solutions to current 
problems in a manner sensitive to historical and 
cultural contexts, 

Gau 2: To understand and appreciate various art forms, 

Objective A: Become acquainted with literature and the 
visual and performing arts. 

Objective B: Classify and interpret works of art according to 
major genre, period, tradition. 

Objective C: Distinguish between inferior and superior 
exemplars. 

Objective D: Articulate a personal and critical response to an 
artistic artifact or experience. 

Objective E: Create works in various art forms. 
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Goal 3: To understand human functioning and behavior in 
individuals, groups, institutions, and societies. 

Objective A: Study the nature of human beings and the 
relationships of the individual to social systems. 

Objective B: Compare alternative conceptions of the nature of 
individual and social systems and how they are 
expressed. 

Objective C: Analyze how people interact within social 
systems. 

Objective D: Evaluate a major problem from individual, 
institutional, and social perspectives. 

Objective E: Pro.pose possible solutions to a social problem. 

Goal 4: To understand the natural sciences, their application in 
technological innovation and development, and their impact 

on society. 

Objective A: Study the methods and content of the natural 
sciences. 

Objective B: Observe and classify natural objects and 
phenomena • 

Objective C: Analyze problems in the sciences using 
appropriate concepts and methods. 

Objective D: Evaluate the positive and negative effects of a 
technolo~ical development on the environment and 
on society. 

Goal 5: To study and apply basic mathematical principles. 

Objective A: Study mathematical fields that have broad 
application. 

Objective B: Solve problems logically. 

Objective C: Apply mathematical models to various fields · of 
inquiry. 

Objective D: Elucidate concepts in the natural and social 
sciences usina mathematics. 

Goal 6: To study and apply principles of written and oral 
communication. 

Objective A: Study the primary rhetorical modes, such as 
forms of personal expression, description, 
narration, exposition, and persuasion. 
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Objective B: Apply communication skills in a variety of oral 
and written forms. 

Objective C: Evaluate and synthesize information from a 
variety of sources, including primary and 
secondary documents and personal experiences. 

Objective D: Draft and revise research reports in a wide 
variety of disciplines, according to appropriate 
formats. 

B. The Across-the-Curriculum Components 

An essential part of this program is a set of "across the 

curriculum" programs in writing, speaking, mathematics, library research, 

and engagement with the community. These are designed to educate 

students in the process of finding and evaluating information (research), 

formulating it, and presenting it (writing, math, and speech) to an 

appropriate audience for a particular purpose (community engagement), 

This program, to be required of all students, will enable them to obtain 

• 

facts and knowledge and to put them to effective use in a changing • 

global environment. 

The entry courses in composition and library research (English), 

speech, and · mathematics, are thus not intended to be students' only 

contact with these skills, Some of these programs are somewhat 

pioneering, and directors are already in place to initiate the 

cross-curricular lanauaae and mathematics components as well as to 

oversee all placement and entrance exams. A new director of speech, for 

example, who is an expert in this area will be conducting workshops here 

and at the national level on cross-curricular programs (Armstrong and 

Keel, personal interview), Similarly, the directors of college mathematics 

and composition will assist in development efforts for faculty teaching 

other courses in fields where mathematical methods and models are 
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appropriate (Brady, personal interview), The Ablah Library staff at WSU 

have been enthusiastic in their support of the cross-curricular research 

component and have agreed to develop hand books for general library 

research for the freshman level, as well as individual handbooks for each 

disciplinary division, introducing the student to the major bibliographic 

tools and evaluative procedures for materials in literature, history, social 

science, and so forth (Schad, personal interview). The goal is to have 

the so-called "skills" required of all students reinforced in every class at 

every level of the general education program and, ultimately, the major 

program. Too often, students view basic-skills courses as a "purgatory" 

to be endured (Veeser and Hay, personal interview), and once the course 

work is completed, too many students never take a course that requires 

them to summarize material, prepare bibliographies, interpret statistical 

data, . evaluate discourse, analyze content, or present syntheses, Thie is 

one of the reasons for the current lack of coherence in our general 

education program and in many others. 

The community-engagement component is intended to encourage 

students to relate their classroom experiences to the communities in which 

they live. General education courses will be expected to include 

assignments that involve students in appropriate community activities, 

and all students will receive subscriptions to an appropriate journal, 

The identity of the journal may change from semester to semester, from 

the New York Times to the Atlantic Monthly to the Washington Post. 

General education faculty will be expected (and other faculty encouraged) 

to relate the content of the journal to their courses • 
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C. Structure of the Program-The Common Curriculum 

The proposed program is structured to provide a common 

experience for students at both the early stages of their education and 

toward the end, but also to provide opportunities for individual 

preferences at the intermediate levels. In particular, the upper-division 

interdisciplinary courses are an opportunity for students to prepare for 

their participation in a democratic society, for they will learn firsthand 

what it means for a community of persons who may share neither 

particular assumptions nor a common background to focus its attention on 

the exploration and remediation of ongoing problems. 

General Description of the Proposed Curriculum. Figure 1 (see p. 

9) outlines a 42-credit-hour general education program for the university. 

Colleges may require additional courses. The college of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences and the College of Fine Arts and the Department of Economics 

will offer all courses in the university program, with credit hours to go 

to the instructor's unit. The proposed curriculum entails four sequential 

levels: 

Level 1: Entry Courses 

Credit hours: 12 

Content: Four entry courses: English Composition 1 and 
2, Mathematics, and Speech. Skills developed 
in these courses will be expanded later as part 
of the writing-mathematics-speech and research 
across-the-curriculum program. 

Options: None. 

Prerequisite: Placement exams and departmental assignment. 

Level 2: Introduction to Disciplines 

Credit hours: 12 
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Content: 

Options: 

Four courses, one each in the arts, sciences, 
humanities, and social sciences. 
Within each area, there will be one 
introductory course per discipline from which 
students may choose. We estimate that a 
maximum of about 30 courses will be available 
(one from each discipline in the liberal arts 
and sciences and fine arts). 

Prerequisites: For all areas, completion of or concurrent 
enrollment in English Composition 1; for the 
social sciences, completion of or concurrent 
enrollment in entry-level mathematics course; 
for the natural sciences, completion of the 
entry-level mathematics course. 

Level 3: Further Study in the Disciplines 

Credit hours: 9 (Laboratory courses appropriate to some 
disciplines may make this 10 or more.) 

Content: 

Options: 

Three advanced courses, one in each area 
outside the student's major area. (Students 
whose major lies outside the four areas may 
choose any three of the four in consultation 
with their advisors.) Most of these courses 
should be upper-division courses, but in some 
cases this . will not be possible. 

As many courses as the appropriate disciplines 
choose to offer. We estimate that 
prerequisite structures, area requirements, 
enrollment demands, 1ieneral education course 
criteria, and departmental considerations will 
limit the number of Level 3 offerin&s to 
about 60. 

Prerequisites: Each unit must specify the Level 2 
introductory courses prerequisite to their 
Level 3 courses. 

Level 4: Integration of the Disciplines 

Credit hours: 9 

Content: Three integrative courses, one in each area 
outside the student's major. (Students in 
professional colleges must have 6 or more 
upper-division hours in the area to be 
exempted.) 
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Options: One course with standard syllabus, textual, 
and other course materials will be offered 
in each area. These courses will be developed 
by faculty from the disciplines in each area. 
(Some variation among sections in emphasis and 
delivery of courses is to be expected, but 
core requirements and content will be specified 
clearly,) . 

Prerequisites: Level 3 course in the area. 

Proposals for all general education courses will be reviewed by the 

general education committee. 
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ENTRY 
COURSES 

INTRODUCTORY 
COURSES 
IN THB 
DISCIPLINES 

-

------------------Prerequisites 

FURTHER 
STUDY 
IN THB 
DISCIPLINES 

------------------Prerequisites 

INTEGRATIVE 
COURSES 

~-----------------
Prerequisites 

Figure 1 

The Common Curriculum 

English Composition 1 
English Composition 2 

One introductory course 

ARTS NATURAL 
SCIENCES 

in 

College Math 
Speech 

each area 

HUMANITIES SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 

~--------------------------------------------------------Comp 1• Comp 1• Comp 1• Comp 
Math• Math• 

One course in each area outside the student's major.It 

ARTS NATURAL HUMANITIES SOCIAL 
SCIENCES SCIENCES 

~--------------------------------------------------------
Entry Entry Entry Entry 
Courses;• Courses;• Courses;• Courses;• 
Intro Intro Intro Intro 
course course course course 

One in each area outside the student's major,b 

ARTS NATURAL HUMANITIES SOCIAL 
SCIENCES SCIENCES 

---------------------------------------------------------
Level 3 Level 3 Level 3 Level 3 
course in course in course in course in 
the area the area the area the area 

General education course must provide, whenever appropriate, for writing, 
speaking, research, and math across the curriculum, issues of gender and 
ethnicity, and an international component, All students and faculty in 
the general education program will be expected to read a common, 
assigned journal such as the New York Times and to apply information 
from it to their courses. 

•Concurrent or previous enrollment required, 
bif a student's major is outside any of the areas, the student may 

take any three courses at this level so long as course prerequisites are 
met, 
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A. 

Implementation 

Administration 

The new program will have a coordinator of general education and 

a general education committee. 

The general education committee will include: 

* The coordinator of general education 

* One faculty member each in 

issues of gender 

issues of race and ethnicity 

issues of intercultural differences 

library research 

* One faculty representative each from 

humanities 

fine arts 

social sciences 

natural sciences 

* The directors of the across-the-curriculum programs in 

writing 

speech 

mathematics 

* One nonvotinl( representative each from 

the provost's office 

University College 

Committee members shall serve three-year terms on a rotating 

basis. They will be chosen by the Senate Rules committee in consultation 

with the coordinator of general education. The committee will be 

• 

• 

responsible for the day-to-day administration of the program, including • 
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implementation and revision within the structure approved by the 

faculty. It will be responsible for reviewing and accepting course 

proposals and for assessing individual courses and the program as a 

whole, as well as for designating, inconsultation with faculty, the area for 

which the course is most appropriate. 

The coordinator of general education shall be a faculty member who 

shall serve a three-year term on a half-time, twelve-month basis. In 

addition, the coordinator shall teach half-time in each school year in his 

or her department. Qualifications for the coordinator are a terminal 

degree in an academic discipline, extensive university teaching, and 

scholarly accomplishment in his or her field. A coordinator may not 

serve two consecutive three-year terms. The coordinator is responsible 

for administration, evaluation, and development of the general education 

program. In performing these duties, the coordinator works with the 

Committee on General Education. The major responsibilities of the 

coordinator follow: 

1. Reyiew, evaluate, and approve or disapprove courses proposed 

by departments and colleges for inclusion in the general education 

curriculum. 

2. Review, evaluate, and approve or disapprove colleagues 

proposed by their departments as general studies faculty. 

3. Coordinate course offerings in general education, 

4. Conduct periodic reviews of the general education program and 

report the findings to the university faculty. 

5. Undertake various efforts to enhance the general education 

program, and to increase faculty and student understanding of its aims 

and purposes. 
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6. Consider, and, as indicated, implement improvements in the 

general education program subject to the approval of the university 

faculty. 

7. Perform regular administrative duties associated with program 

operation, and report as required to the executive vice president for 

academic affairs. 

B. Course Criteria 

The general education committee will use the following criteria for 

reviewing course proposals: 

1. The proposal must provide for participation in the 

across-the-curriculum programs in composition, speech, math, research, 

and community participation. 

2, The proposal and course design must address issues of gender, 

ethnicity, racism, ethnocentrism, and exposure to international 

perspectives. 

3. The proposal must address the general education goals and 

objectives explicitly, and it must address means for assessing achievement 

of the objectives. As the objectives listed for each goal are progressive 

in terms of levels of mental operations, the primary objectives of the 

course should be appropriate to the level at which it will be taught. 

Means for addressing the 1roals and objectives of the program must be 

integral rather than peripheral to the course design. 

4. The proposal must include teaching methods, and these should 

be appropriate to general education (e.g., emphasis on use of primary 

sources, collaborative learning, and hands-on experiences), 

5. All sections of any general education course shall have a 

common syllabus and a common means of assessment. 
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6, Any changes in course syllabi must be reviewed and approved 

by the committee • 
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