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Preface 

The history of Fairmount College is the history 
of the people who promoted it and who preserved it 
against frustrating odds. It is a story of churches and 
charity and of poverty and perseverance, of dedicated 
administrators and devoted faculty. It covers the his
tory of Fairmount College from 1895 to 1926. 

I am indebted to so many of my associates for in
formation and suggestions that it would be difficult to 
name them all. George D. Wilner, professor of dra
matics and speech in both Fair mount College and .the 
University of Wichita, has been especially helpful by 
his critical reading of most of the chapters. I also 
wish to express my appreciation for the courteous 
help given to me by the Ablah Library staff and. by 
Michael D. Heaston and his staff in the University 
Archives where much of the Kansas material is being 
assembled. 

The Parnassus, student yearbook, has been a good 
source for illustrations. Other illustrations were pro
vided by Ethel Jane Roberts, director of the Alumni 
Association, and by Michael D. Heaston, curator of 
the University Archives. 

Finally, I wish to express my appreciation to S. 
Carnot Brennan, a Fairmount graduate and a former 
member of the University of Wichita Board of Re
gents, and to Dr. Clark Ahlberg, president of Wichita 
State University, for having promoted and sponsored 
this study. 

Wichita, Kansas 
March 1, 1976 

V 

/ohn Rydjord 
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1 

From Cowtown 
to College 

Wichita started as an Indian village known as "Wichita 
Town," named for the Pawnee tribe which settled at the 
fork of the Big and Little Arkansas rivers during the Civil 
War. The first trader in the community was Jesse Chisholm, 
who was part Cherokee and part Scottish. Then came two 
more traders, William Griffenstein and James R. Mead, both 
good businessmen who got along well with the Indians. In 
1869 these and other newcomers made plans for a town in 
the attractive Arkansas River valley. Three trading posts 
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and an Indian village marked the beginning of the com
munity that was to become a college town and, later, the 
largest city in Kansas. In 1870, with the participation of 
Governor Samuel -J. Crawford, the town was incorporated. 

When Wichita got its first railroad in 1872, it became a 
cattle terminal with all the wild life associated with a cow
boy's spree on payday. The cowtown had numerous attrac
tions to separate the cowboy from his money before he 
started on his long and lonesome trek back to Texas-broke. 
Wichita had the rancher's cattle and the cowboy's money. 
The depression of 1873 would have hit Wichita much more 
seriously had it not been for its new railroad, a spur from 
Newton. Beyond Wichita, said a contemporary, there was 
"nothin'." It was up to the people of Wichita to make 
"somethin'" out of "nothin'." This they did. 

It was not long before this frontier town, the "toughest 
town in the West," lost this unenviable reputation to newer 
cattle terminals, such as Ellsworth and Dodge City. Yet 
Wichita grew, it flourished, and it boomed; and its pioneers 
and speculators, its boosters and boomers saw a bright future 
for this town, which took on the title "Gateway to the South
west." Nothing could change its image for the better as 
much as its rapid promotion of educational institutions. It 
would let Dodge City take on the title of "toughest town in 
the West." Wichita, as a college town, had aspirations to 
become the "Athens of the West." 

William Finn, a surveyor who arrived in 1869, drew 
the town plat on a sugar sack.1 He opened Wichita's first 
school in 1870 in a dugout on North Waco near Thirteenth 
Street. He furnished both books and equipment, and he 
taught his seventeen students through a three-month term 
for forty dollars a month. The money raised by subscription 
was not sufficient to cover the cost of his salary. The prob-
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lems that faced Mr. Finn's school were the problems which 
· were to face all the other educational institutions in Wichita. 
The development of buildings, a student body, and a faculty 
would succeed or fail according to the available funds. 

Wichita was quite young to be thinking of college edu
cation in the 1880s; it was in its teens. But the "city" had 
visions of progress and an ambition to match its vision. It 
had pioneers who gambled on its future, it had land specu
lators, and it had an aggressive press. Marcellus M. Mur
dock, managing editor of the Wichita Daily Eagle, was <?Ile 
of Wichita's greatest boosters. 

During the business boom of the eighties, Wichita's citi
zens had enough money to start several educational institu
tions; but when the boom burst, these institutions failed for 
lack of funds. The need for education was still there and 
so was the desire. With · the right combination of inspired 
leaders, local support, and Christian zeal, new institutions 
would be introduced and some would survive, notably Fair
mount College and Friends University. 

One of the first of the Wichita college promoters was 
Louis DeLew, who came to Wichita as an Episcopalian min
ister in 1880. He made plans for a three-year college with a 
rather comprehensive curriculum. Wichita College, as it 
was called, opened in October, 1880, with three students, all 
women.!! The Reverend Dr. DeLew was both principal and . 
professor; in fact, he was the whole faculty. · The college 
failed for lack of funds. 

Plans for a Wichita academy were presented to the 
Wichita Board of Education in 1882 by a committee headed 
by M. M. Murdock. It was suggested that · the academy 
should be supported by the Wichita Board of Education to 
the amount of $25,000. This plan, too, was premature. But 
there were other schools that were training students for col-
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lege. There was an academy of music, and there were plans 
for a military institute and a business college. 

The churches were very much concerned about bringing 
education to the West. Looking for a location for a college 
in Kansas, the Methodists surveyed the frontier towns to see 
which one would give it the most support. Wichita offered 

· $30,000, and premature! y started to build a foundation at 
3700 East Douglas, giving that region the name College Hill. 
But Winfield offered twice as much as Wichita and got the 
college; it became known as "The Little Athens of Kansas."3 

In 1884 the Presbyterian board at Emporia started an 
academy to be located between Second and Third on Market 
Street in Wichita. The school was named Wichita Academy; 
but after Hiram W. Lewis, a Wichita banker who had also 
been on the Board of Trustees of Wichita College, g~ve 
$25,000 to its endowment fund, it was renamed Lewis Acad
emy.4 Lewis Academy, headed by J. D. Hewitt as superin
tendent, opened its doors on September 6, 1886. One hun
dred and two students enrolled the first year, paying the 
modest tuition of seven dollars each. The curriculum stressed 
language, science, · art, and, above all, religion. Students 
were required to attend chapel every morning and go to 
church every Sund4y. The academy's purpose was to be 
"an efficient agency in honoring God and saving souls."5 As 
described by the Columbian History of Education in Kansas: 
"The school is very unique in its organization, for the prat
tling child may enter the kindergarten and pass through all 
grades under the same roof, until he or she is prepared, 
either as a classical student to enter any university in the 

, country, or, having graduated from either the scientific, the 
normal, the art, or the music course, is well prepared to step 
forth into life."6 Most of the "subdebs" of Wichita attended 
Lewis Academy. Among them was Mrs. Bert Doze,~ wife of 
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an editor of the Wichita Daily Eagle. Victor Murdock, the 
son of M. M. Murdock, the owner of the Eagle, also at
tended. The academy had much to offer, but it was compet
ing with other budding institutions. Although it suffered a 
decline, it survived the panic of 1888. 

In 1886, when Wichita was sixteen years old, it witnessed 
a remarkable flurry of educational promotion. No city in 
Kansas, and perhaps in the nation, could boast of having so 
many colleges. Among the institutions of higher learning 
that were planned or promoted were Wichita University., 
Judson University, John Bright University, Central Memo
rial or Garfield University, and Fair o Female College. 
That year All Hallows Academy, a Catholic schoof for 
women, ·was started by the Reverend M. Casey and was 

· supported largely from Iowa. It was the foundation on 
which Mount Carmel, a Catholic school, was built. The 
boom in building and real estate carried with it an interest 
in college education, often closely associated with land spec
ulation. Some of the colleges were still only paper p}ans -
when the business boom burst. 

Wichita Baptists, in cooperation with some generous 
Baptists in the East, promoted Judson University, which was 
named for a scholarly Englishman who had served as a suc
cessful missionary in India. The college was located at 
Hydraulic and Franklin streets. Its main building was to 
have cost $100,000, but the end of the boom blocked the 
funds for the building and spelled doom for Judson College.7 

John Bright University was named for a Quaker mem
ber of the British Parliament. Because of his interest in both 
economic and political reform, he was naturally called a 
"radical." His humanitarian and intellectual interests would 
justify the naming of a university in his honor. In spite <?f 
its impressiye letterhead, with a picture of an "ultra-Gothic 

FROM CowrowN To CoLLEGE 

5 

• 



I 

I 

I 

111111111 . 

house of seven gables," John Bright University never got 
beyond the paper stage.8 It joined Judson as an educational 
dream that did not materialize. 

Wichita University opened on September 5, 1888, with 
support from the synod of the Reformed church. Wichita 
donated a twenty-acre site on which was built a gaunt and 
lonely gothic "temple of learning."!) The timing was most 
unfortunate, since that was the year the boom collapsed. 
The college struggled along but its curriculum was restricted 
primarily to business courses, according to Bruce Griffith's 
recollections. The Reverend Mr. Griffith, better known as 
Colonel Griffith, taught both philosophy and 9reek at the 
university.10 Ten students graduated in 1891, and honorary 
Ph.D. degrees were conferred on two distinguished profes
sors, A. S. Miller and E. L. Kemp.11 But funds were inade
quate, and the mortgaged buildings were later purchased by 
the Catholic diocese of Wichita, which converted it into St. 
Mary's Orphanage. A few of its students drifted to Fair
mount Institute. 

The most elaborate and the most promising of the many 

colleges planned for Wichita was, no doubt, Garfield Uni

versity, named., to honor President James A. Garfield. A 

wave of sympathy had swept the nation after his assassina
tion in 1881. Inspired by the Reverend W. B. Hendryx, the 

Christian Church-of El Dorado promoted Garfield Univer

sity. Although encouraging members of other denomina

tions to participate, it was assumed that the university would 

be guided by the faith of Alexander Campbell. The uni

versity was supposed to perpetuate the ideas and ideals "so 
logically and so eloquently set forth by President Garfield."12 

One of the neighborhood streets was named Mentor for 

Garfield's hometown in Ohio, and Hiram Street was named 
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for the college where he had served as a professor and as 
president. 

Donations to the university were generous, especially in 
town lots. Though the lots were said to be "as good as gold," 
they were undoubtedly valued at inflated prices, and many 
were sold for taxes. The most generous contribution was 
made by Robert E. Lawrence, who hoped, however, to profit 
by his generosity. He agreed to sell 150 acres of his home.:. 
stead on the west side for $125 an acre, provided the univer
sity were built on his farm. The land was said to be wort~ 
$400 an acre. The Lawrence land was also divided into town 
lots and sold. Houses built on the lots were required to be 
at least two stories high. This created quite a boom in west 
Wichita, promoted in part by the Junction Town Company. 

· The donations were estimated to be worth a million dollars 
-but these were boom-dollars.13 

Garfield's main building was to be the best that money 
could buy. The elaborate brick building was to be trimmed 
with carved stone from Bedford, Indiana. President Stanley -

of Friends University described the building as "a model of 

the stonemason's art, and, architecturally, it remains today 

the peer of any building in Kansas." The building was big 
and impressive, its towers looming over the western prairie. 

Some might even call it ostentatious. Rea Woodman, a Gar
field student, said that it was advertised in real-estate book

lets as the "largest college building under one roof in the 

world." She described it as "gaunt Gothic in the midst of 

an alkali plain, windswept, aloof and pretentious, a start 
with no intimation of a finish." 14 One must make allow

ances for Miss Woodman's delightful descriptions, yet Gar

field Hall was an elaborate and somewhat effusive expression 

of an architect's fancy rather than its educational function. 
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· The planners must have anticipated heavy campus traffic, 
since sidewalks were to be twelve feet wide.15 

H. W. Everest, former president of Butler University, 
was chosen chancellor. In addition to the College of Liberal 
Arts, Garfield had a Preparatory School, a Music School, a 
Normal School, and a Law School. Its School of Music 
was especially strong and two of its teachers had studied in 
Germany. To have studied in Germany gave professors a 
great deal of prestige in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century. The chancellor taught philosophy and political 
science. Most of Garfield's professors were preachers, all of 
the same religious faith. The university was known for its 
"gravity, learning, profundity, whiskers, and decorum."16 

The prospects for the development of a successful uni
versity seemed very good when Garfield opened' for classes 
in the fall of 1887. The Wichita Eagle congratulated the 
chancellor on having the "distinguished honor of moulding 
and shaping the greatest institution of learning west of the 
Alleghenies."17 At Garfield's first commencement, held in 
the Crawford Opera House in the spring of 1888, there were 
several graduates, even though the university had been open 
for only one ye~r. More surprising was the granting of two 
master's degrees, but the two candidates had earned their 
baccalaureates in Indiana University and Drake.18 

In spite of the end of the boom, Garfield had over seven 
hundred students enrolled in the fall of 1889. But while the 
enrollment was increasing, the financial support was decreas
ing. Assets were mostly in land, and some lots were being 
sold for taxes. The university faced bankruptcy but was 
given a temporary respite by a generous loan from Edgar 
Harding, a wealthy Bostonian who had heavy investments 
in Sedgwick County.10 Lawrence continued his philanthropy 
by giving $25,000 to endow a chair named in his honor. 
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Not only did the Liberal Arts School have graduates in 
1890, but so did the Normal School and the newly opened 
Law School. Among the graduates of this class were · Will 
Ayres, who later served as a Kansas congressman, and 
Thomas W. Butcher, a history major who served effectively 
for many years as president of Kansas State College of 
Emporia. The class of 1890 had only one woman graduate, 
Clara Binch of LaCrosse, Kansas.20 

Even though the university was functioning, only one 
wing of the main building was partially completed. Part of 
the Harding loan was used to install windows, which were 
soon to be closed. The wide entra.nce steps were not yet 
built. When the board, headed by Hendryx, was unable to 
secure enough money from either the church or the sale of 

· its land, it was forced to close the university. Harding, who . 
held the mortgage, later helped to have it reopened for a 
short time, renaming it Garfield Central Memorial Uni
versity. 

Most of the faculty had left in search of greater security · 
elsewhere. At this time, Rea Woodman, brilliant daughter 
of a pioneer merchant, was appointed instructor of English 
literature. She had been a former student at Garfield but 
had· earned her college degree from Drake. Her salary was 
to be $30 a month, with no assurance that it would be paid 
regularly; that is why her teaching was referred to as "mis
sionary work." Miss Woodman's interest in literature was 
great and her spirit unbounded, so she accepted the "pro
fessorship." All teachers were called "professors" at that 
time. 

The impressive Garfield building was the result of a 
magnificent dream in keeping with the inflated ambitions 
of a boom-town. Stressing its importance, Miss Woodman 
said: "Lewis was an academy, Fairmount was an institute, 
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but Garfield was a university."21 In spite of its promising 
start, and in spite of its able president and its competent 
personnel, it lacked sufficient funds to carry on its educa
tional functions. Garfield was bankrupt; its doors were not 
only closed, they were nailed shut, and the windows were 
boarded up. Even the proposal to make it a state normal 
school was rejected because the building was too big. Hen
dryx, its leading promoter, was reported to have died from 
a broken heart.22 

Yet Garfield had a future. This "white elephant," of
fered for sale in 1898, was bought by James N. Davis, mana
ger of the Kilbourne Stereoptican Company in St. Louis. 
It was acquired by the Society of Friends, partly as a gift 
but with the condition that the Wichita community would 
donate 350 lots to support a school and that the Quakers 
would raise $50,000 as a permanent endowment.23 Friends 
University was fortunate to have acquired the Garfield 
building. Friends' growth was gradual but normal; its 
finances were occasionally shaky, but its many friends and 
supporters kept it_solvent.24 
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2 
Vassar 

of the West 
and _ 

Fairmount Institute 

Education for women had made great progress in the United 
States after the opening of Oberlin as a coeducational college 
in 1833, the first to grant a college degree to women. There 
had been a great deal of opposition to the education of 
women, based for the most part on tradition and prejudice. 
Taking a woman out of the home and putting her into a 
college was a change not to be accepted without a struggle. 
Education was believed to put a mental and moral strain on 

-women for which they were poor 1 y prepared to cope. Ac-
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cording to one commentator, the "educational capacities of 
men and women _are so unlike that to press toward the same 
goal, would be an offense against nature and bring chaos."1 

The press prin~ed editorials against education for women; 
preachers preached against it from the pulpit. Two strongly 
held opinions had to be overcome before the public would 
approve of education for women. The first one was that 
women could not be educated. It took a long time to con
vince men that a woman was capable of being educated. 
This having been proved, the opponents of education for 
women presented another problem. Even though women' 
could be educated, they said, what was the good of it? To 
those who raised the question, it seemed to be unanswerable. 
In half a century after Oberlin College was founded, how
ever, that question was being answered ~atisfactoril y by the 
women. In spite of the opposition of the press and the pulpit 
and chauvinistic males, women did get an education-and 
justified it. 

Champions of woman suffrage, including such leaders 
as Victoria Woodhull, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Frances 
E. Willard, were· attracting attention and support from 
women, a modicum of support from men, and no little criti
cism. Women's dyhs were being organized or were func
tioning in Wichita, on the fringe of the frontier. The Wich
ita Public Library was started by the women of Wichita, 
who spoke of themselves as the "new women." They also 
organized the H ypatia Club, a cultural and social club. Its 
first president was Mary Elizabeth Lease, a gifted woman 
who was the champion of exploited farmers in the depres
sion of the nineties and a powerful spokesman for the 
Populists. The number of women attending the academies 
and colleges was ample evidence of their growing interest 
in education. 
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Congregationalists who were interested in promoting r 

education in Kansas planned to start a college for women, 
or, as the Wichita Eagle called it, "Young Ladies' College." 
Indicative of a growing tolerance, it was to be nonsectarian. 
Its instructors· were to be "men of learning and wide experi
ence in educational matters."2 The college, also referred to J 

as Wichita Ladies' College and as Congregational Female I 
College, was to be "the Vassar of the West." The Board of { 

l Trustees voted on February 7, 1887, to change the name to i 
Fairmount College. 1 

The bond with the women's colleges in the East was 
stress~d when streets on either side of Fairmount Street were 
named Holyoke and Vassar. The riext street east of Vassar 
was named Wellesley. Many years later, when a boy's 
dormitory was opened on Vassar and Fifteenth Street, the 
City Council was petitioned to change the name of Vassar · 
to Yale. The Council agreed, but a clerical error changed 
Wellesley to Yale, and Vassar remained.3 Vassar is now 
fraternity row, but no new protests have been made. 

The inspiration for the ladies' college came largely /: 
from the Reverend . H. Pa the Plymouth Congrega- \ 
tional Church, s~pported -by Henry A. Clifford, a lawyer ( , 
who was a member of his church. A five-man board, with 
the Revtrend Mr. r .ke.r as chairman and Clifford as secre
tary, drew up t e plans. The college corporation was organ
ized on December 29, 1886, and given a charter on January 
13, 1887.4 To be admitted to the college, the women had to 
be "at least twelve years old, able to read, write, spell and 
recite the parts of speech." 

Many sites for the "Vassar of the West" were considered 
but the one selected was in northeast Wichita, "not only 
because of the generous donations of land and money offered 

· by the property owners in that locality, but also because of 

VASSAR OF THE WEST AND FAIRMOUNT INSTITUTE 

13 



lL 

its great elevation and the beauty of its surroundings."5 It 
was high enough to give one a superb view of the Arkansas 
River valley. It was also far removed from the distractions 
and evil influence _of the city. A mule-drawn horsecar was 
promoted to connect Fairmount with the electric streetcars 
downtown. 

One of the most active men in the promotion of the 
college was George C. Strong, founder of the Fourth Na
tional Bank, who gave twenty acres of land to the college. 
He built an impressive home in the Fairmount area, later 
known as the Jackman home. Others donated enough land 
to make the total 250 acres, although the campus was limited 
to twenty acres. Cash donations amounted to $32,000. Since 
more money was needed, bonds for $16,000 were issued at 
7 percent interest to pay for a loan.6 

One trustee made a motion to consider a donation of 
not less than $60,000, which could be acquired provided that 
the donor could name the president and that the name of 
Fairmount be changed to the name of the donor, who would 
also specify the subjects to be taught, emphasizing "scientific 
housekeeping." The trustees, having already put much 
money and land into the venture, tabled the motion.7 They 
stated the purpose o( the college was to "provide advantages 
for the higher Christian education of women which, in the 
opinion of the trustees, are greatly needed."8 

Elaborate plans were made for the main building, which 
was estimated to cost $100,000. Some wanted to build it of 
Colorado sandstone, but the final choice was Carthage Blue 
stone and St. Louis brick. Strong also arranged to have the 
Frisco railroad build a spur to the campus to haul the build
ing material for Fairmount Hall. · The three-story building 
was to be surmounted by a tower one hundred feet high, 
which would house a telescope to be donated by Mr. Strong. 
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Fairmount Hall. Built in 1894, burned in 1929. 

. ~4 
. ·~ 

"' 

Although it was not to be as elaborate as the Garfield build
ing, location gave it, in the words of the Wichita Eagle, "the 
grandest reach of unobstructed distance and incomparable 
horizon to be seen from any spot in Kansas, if not upon 
this earth."9 

Since this was to be a college for women, there were 
some who recommended that a woman should be president. 
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But the trustees said that they would "employ a man (not a 
woman) for president."10 The board then offered the presi
dency to the Reverend S. S. Mathews of Boston, who had 
been the pastor of a Congregational church in Wichita. His 

! 
salary was set at $3,000.11 The trustees hoped to have the 
college open by January 6, 1889, but construction moved 
slowly, and the date for opening was reset for October, 1889. 

f By that time $40,000 had been put into the building.12 

j ~he _re~l-estate bubble burst in 1888 and that put an e~d 
!1 to W1ehita s boom. When the economy collapsed, so did 
;; the project for Fairmount College. Like Garfield,. the empty 
• shell of Fairmount Hall stood as dramat_ic evidence of a 

daring dream and a devastating depression. There were 
outstanding loans, unredeemed bonds, and unpaid debts, 
and Fairmount was up for sale. 

Having invested in both a college and land, the Congre
gationalists of New England were anxious to save what they 
could. H. A. Clifford went East for aid, meeting with D. B. 
Wesson of the Wesson Small Arms Company, who held 
bonds for the main building and who owned many town 
lots in the Fairmou.nt area.13 To prevent foreclosure, Wesson 
settled the account with the builders, and thereby became 
the owner of a shell.of a building for which he had no more 
use, according to one board member, than "a hog for preach
ing." Wesson told the trustees that they could have the 
building, provided they would start a new school and pay 
off the bonds. The Congregationalists were interested in his 
offer and their Education Society of Boston promised aid. 

The money would have to come out of the East, but at 
this time New England was disturbed over the Populist 
protests against eastern corporations, moneylenders, and 
Wall Street. Stirring lectures by Mary Elizabeth Lease and 
by "Sockless" Jerry Simpson disturbed the conservative east-
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erners. Equally disturbing were the words of Lorenzo D. 
Lewellir:ig, who was elected governor of Kansas in 1892 and 
was also · a member of the Fairmount Board of Trustees. 
Lewelling was a brilliant speaker, and though he was speak
ing to the people of Kansas, his words, if not his voice, were 
heard in New England. 

Though Fairmount College for women never opened ·ll,}! .il-: 
its doors, the idea of having an educational institution on the l f1" 

hill survived. A corporation was formed to acquire the 
property for a school to be called Fairmount Institute. In , 
spite of eastern suspicion of the radicals in Kansas, there was 
sufficient support to justify a start and enough money was 
raised to open Fairmount Institute. The institute was char-
tered in February, 1892; a month later it agreed to pay off 
the mortgage; and by September its doors were open to 

· students. 
Fairmount Institute used eastern schools as models, as 

Fairmount Female College had planned to do. Its ambition 
was to "rank as high for classical scholarship as the far
famed Phillips academies, at Andover, Mass., and Exeter, 
N. H., and in addition the institute shall be co-educational 
·and practical."14 

The Reverend R. M. Tunnell, pastor of the Congrega
tional Church at Manhattan, was appointed principal of the 
institute. He was a stern man with exceptionally bushy eye
brows. In a letter to the Wichita Eagle on September 9, 
1892, the Reverend Mr. Tunnell gave his interpretation of 
the functions of the institute. He emphasized the impor
tance of religion, saying that "pure · Morals · and Christian ) 
character are of infinite! y greater importance than scholar- I 

t 
ship." The graduates shall "go forth pure, strong, manly ' 
and womanly." The teaching was not to be only Congrega
tional, but the· school would be, as he said, "unsectarian." 
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"The aim of the school is not to make money, not to propa
gate any ism religious or educational," said the institute's 
prospectus for 1893. Tunnell's later protest against having 
a Methodist on the .Fairmount College board contradicts his 
"unsectarian" policy. 

The institute was started with sixteen students, three 
teachers, and a library of a half-dozen books. Forty students 
were enrolled the second semester.15 Tuition was only six or 
seven dollars, the amount depending on the field of study, 
and a fifty cent fee for incidentals. Only two rooms were 
supposed to be finished for classrooms. According to Walter 
Graves, "the window casings were unfinished, the doors 
unhung, and the walls unplastered," but each room had a 
stove with the stovepipe protruding through a window.16 

Not only would there be training for preachers, but a 
Normal Department was organized for teachers. In antici
pation of troublesome students, Tunnell said that "the diso
bedient, and incorrigibly idle and indolent will be dis
missed."17 After all, he said, this was "not a reformatory." 

There were nine faculty members of the Fairmount 
Institute listed in ·1894, including Tunnell, the principal. 
W. H. Isely taught mathematics and sciences; Della M. 
Smoke taught Latin,, Greek, and English; H. Rea Woodman 
taught history, rhetoric, and English literature; Marie 
Mathis, French and German; George W. Hoss, elocution 
and oratory; Charles D. Long, penmanship and bookkeep
ing; Georgia McCoy, piano and harmony (Mason's Meth
od); and Jennie McClung, vocal music. 

The curriculum was divided into four fields: classical, 
, scientific, normal, and commercial. The introduction to the 

course of study included music. Courses in English, mathe
matics, penmanship, and drawing were included in all four 
divisions. In the spring session, each group required courses 
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in civil government and three groups required physiology. 
Study of the classics continued throughout the three years. 
But by the end of the nineteenth century, the study of 
classical languages was under attack. Only a few students, 
it was believed~ could make much use of . these languages in 
this modern age. Tunnell used the standard arguments for 
their study: first, such study was a "mental discipline," and 
secondly, it was an aid to the study of English. 

Tunnell's welcoming address at the dedication of the 
institute was said to have been "short and sweet and well . 
received." Dr. Richard Cordley of the University of Kansas, 
who gave the main address, was critical of the young men 
who would rush headlong into business before they were 
qualified and before they were educated. He stressed above 
all the need for time, patience, and superior work, illustrat-

. ing his theme with a reference to Longfellow's requirement 
for genius being "infinite painstaking."18 

With the closing of Garfield College, four of the faculty 
came to Fairmount, as did most of the students and the 
whole football team. When the institute was unable to pay 
its professors, Tunnell, without consulting the board, told 
Della Smoke to look for a job in high school; and W. H. 
Isely, who had just arrived in September, was told not to 
unpack, since the institute would not open that fall. The 
first that Walter Graves knew about Tunnell' s arbitrary ac
tion was when Professor Isely came to his door, with a baby 
in his arms, and asked about the closing of the institute. 
That baby was Merrill Isely, who for many years represented 
Fairmount as a missionary to Turkey. · 

Graves and his associates decided not to let the institute 
die. When Tunnell resigned, W. H. Isely was elected by 
the Board of Trustees to become principal.19 He rejected 
the title but he did agree to take over the principal's duties. 
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This was not a prom1smg · pos1t10n. Except for its good 
teachers, Fairmount Institute lacked almost everything that 
would make it a success. Although it faced failure, there 
were determined men in Wichita who looked at the institute 
as a foundation on which a college could be built. 
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3 

Fighting 
for Fairmount 

The difficulties which prevented the success of so many edu
cational projects in Wichita were disconcerting and baffling. 
When Fairmount Institute was faced with failure, only the H 
most optimistic and seemingly rash person would dare to J 
propose another educational institution to be built on a ; 
failure. There were in Wichita, however, some forward
looking citizens who did make such a proposal. 

Three of the four basic ingredients for a college were 
there-the land,· a building, and personnel. The fourth re-
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quirement was money. With support from the Congrega
tional Education Society and the educational interest of 
Wichita citizens, necessary funds might be forthcoming. The 
promoters were optimistic enough to suggest the establish
ment of a coeducational school to be known as Fairmount 
College. Changing the institute to an academy as a prepara
tory school would be beneficial to both the academy and 
Fairmount College. 

Of the four Congregational churches started in Wich
ita, there were only two left, the Plymouth and Fairmount 
churches, and both supported the college plan. But Reverend 
J. Sidney Gould, pastor of Plymouth _ Church, secretly op
posed the college-his heart was with Wash burn College, 
which had been established- by the Congregationalists in 
Topeka in 1865. 

R. M. Tunnell invited Frank L. Ferguson of the Con
gregational Education Society to visit Wichita to examine 
its college prospects. He had hopes of moving up from 
principal to president. Ferguson concluded that the plan 
deserved study. He did not, however, think that Tunnell 
had the qualities of a college president, nor did the trustees 
of Fairmount Institute. 

Tunnell resigned and became an unrelenting foe of the 
Fairmount College plan. He accused the Education Society 
of supporting schemes to "build small colleges with gifts 
from the East in order to increase the local values of land." 
Fairmount College, he said, was "in sight of the empty, but 
magnificent, buildings of Garfield University and Wichita 
University and the foundation stones of John Bright Univer
sity, a graveyard of universities."1 

The editor of The Congregationalist called attention to 
an earlier statement by Tunnell that "there is no better point 
in Kansas for a first-class college." Frank L. Ferguson also 
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wrote an answer to the "fulminations" of Tunnell, pointing 
out factual errors. As for the policy of "only one college in 
a State," there had been several notable and successful ex
ceptions. There was little likelihood, he said, of Washburn 
getting either money or students from the Fairmount area. 
This was also the opinion of President George H. Herrick 
of Washburn University.2 

Dr. Walter Graves became the leading spokesman for 
those who would establish a Congregational college. When 
the Association of Congregational Churches met at Newton 
in the fall of 1894, Graves introduced a resolution for the 
establishment of Fairmount College. It was approved, but 
there was some question of his authority to present this to 
the association and there was trouble ahead. 

The trustees of Fairmount decided that the authority to 
establish a college did not rest with the State Board of the 
Congregational Church but with the Wichita Association of 
Congregational Churches and with the Congregational Edu
cation Society of Boston. The State Board was more inter -
ested in Washburn in Topeka than in a new college on the 
Kansas frontier. 

Dr. Graves and R. L. Holmes were the delegates attend
ing the state meeting at Emporia in the fall of 1895. This 
time Graves did not introduce the Fairmount issue, hut 
Tunnell, the former principal of Fairmount Institute, rose 
to condemn the Fairmount plan. His main objection to 
Fairmount seemed to be that a member of the board, J. M. 
Knapp, was a Methodist. Graves was not only annoyed but 
angered and was up on his feet to defend the college before 
Tunnell could sit down. "Until Fairmount should ask for 
endorsement from the State Association, if it ever does," he 
said, "any censure of Fairmount was purely gratuitous and 
out of order."3 
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No action was taken at the Topeka meeting but Graves 
won some support, most notably from Dr. Richard Cordley, 
who was pastor of the Congregational Church at Lawrence 
and a trustee of Washburn College, and from George M. 
Herrick of Chicago, the western secretary of the Congrega:. 
tional Education Society. 

Not long thereafter, Herrick was appointed president 
of Washburn to suceed McVicker. Graves was pleased; he 
concluded that he now had a loyal friend at Wash burn. 
Isely warned him against such a premature conclusion, as
suming correctly that Washburn would continue to oppose 
Fairmount even with Herrick as its head. The rivalry, stim
ulated iri part by Tunnell's attacks, continued long after 
Fairmount was established. , 

Ferguson, a member of the Congregational Education 
Board, was fully aware of the "wretched failures of so many 
educational enterprises" in Wichita, a name which he con
sistently spelled "Witchita." William Willcox, president of 
the Boston board, wrote in a letter dated June 7, 1895, of 
the "superabundance of colleges" in Kansas as a reason for 
the board not giving its support to Fairmount. But Fergu-

. son kept an open mind, and upon his suggestion the Boston 
board asked Dr. _Nathan J. Morrison, the1l a professor at 
Marietta College, to visit Fair mount with the prospect of 
becoming its president. 

Morrison did not accept the presidential position blindly. 
He wisely inquired about the economy of Wichita and the 
surrounding region. The economic outlook had certainly 
improved considerably after the depressions of 1888 and 
1893, and the Fairmount trustees were sincere when they 
informed Morrison that the business and agricultural out-
look was quite bright. · 

Morrison was impressed by the enthusiastic support of 
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the Fairmount trustees, by the ability and dedication of 
Professor Isely, and by the spirit of the Fairmount Library 
Club and its judicious choice of books. He held the opinion 
that Wichita was far enough away from the educational in
stitutions of northeastern Kansas to deserve a local college. 
He was not disturbed by the fact that Fairmount would be 
a second Congregational college in Kansas. He found a 
number of factors favorable to Fairmount, optimist that 
he was. 

Reverend F. L. Ferguson of the Congregational Edu
cation Society came out boldly for the college. The directors 
of the society gave their approval for the establishment of 
Fairmount College with the promise of financial aid, and 
on June 11, 1895, the Fairmount Board of Trustees recom
mended the appointment of Morrison as president. In urg
ing Morrison to accept, Ferguson said: "If there is any just 
cause for founding and developing colleges in the West, 
there is certainly a field for one in Wichita."4 With this 
support, Morrison looked favorably on Fairmount. Though 
personally interested in the presidency, the decision, said he, 
would be left to his family, which was living happily in 
Marietta, Ohio. 

Morrison discussed the prospect with his wife, Miranda, 
and with Miranda's mother, Mrs. C. D. Putnam, who both 
sensed Morrison's desire to start another college, and they 
encouraged him. Both women were willing to give up the 
comforts of Marietta and face an uncertain future on the 
Kansas frontier. On July 9, 1895, J. M. Knapp informed 
Morrison that the Fairmount people were anxiously waiting 
for his answer, and Morrison accepted the presidency soon 
after, on August 1, 1895.G He told the trustees that he recog- . 
nized the presidency of Fairmount as "a herculean, almost 
an appalling task."6 
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On September 3, 1895, shortly before the college opened, 
the Wichita Association of Congregational Churches passed 
a resolution heartily endorsing the foundation of Fairmount 
College. It was pot until March of the following year that 
the trustees changed the charter of the institute by inserting 
"College" wherever the word "Institute" occurred. The 
secretary of state approved the charter in April, 1896, per
mitting the college to grant degrees. The directors of the 
Congregational Education Society of Boston approved of the 
change from institute to college on June 11, 1896. Out of the 
determination and optimism of the Wichita sponsors and 
the Congregational church, a college was born. The fight 
for Fairmount had been officially won. The institute was 
henceforth known as an academy. 

Morrison was exceptionally well qualified for the diffi
cult task before him. His father was a farmer and a lumber
man in Sanborton, New Hampshire, where Nathan was 
born on November 25, 1828. His elementary education was 
limited to four months a year. He attended Meriden Acad
emy and New Hampshire Institute, and graduated from 
Dartmouth College in 1853. While at Dartmouth, he had 

· been elected to Delta Phi fraternity and to the Phi Beta 
Kappa honorary .. society. He was also a member of the 
American Society for the Advancement of Science.7 

Morrison was a religious man, as was his father, and he 
spent four years at Oberlin College where he studied theol
ogy in preparation for the ministry. He had been a member 
of his father's church, the Christian Baptist, but at Oberlin, 
Morrison joined the Congregational church. Before leaving 
Oberlin, where he was a· tutor of classical languages, he was 
offered a permanent position on the Oberlin £acuity, which 
he rejected in favor of the ministry. He was ordained in 
1858 and became the pastor of the Congregational church at 
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Rochester, Michigan. A year later, he accepted a position 
as professor of Greek and Latin at the newly opened college 
at Olivet, Michigan. Even though he was both a preacher 
and a professor, these dignified titles did not keep him from 
helping to plaster walls and build sidewalks. 

When the president of Olivet College retired in 1860, 
most of the administrative duties were taken over by Mor-

Nathaniel/. Morrison, first president of Fairmount College, 1895-
1907. 

FIGHTING FOR FAIRMOUNT 

27 



rison, who was then only thirty-two. Not until 1865 was 
he appointed president of Olivet, but Morrison w~s a dedi
cated man who was willing to serve irrespective of salary 
or status. · 

At Olivet, as it was later to be at Drury College and 
Fairmount, Morrison's biggest problem was that of raising 
money. In spite of success, he finally grew weary of the 
endless chore of "begging money," and in 1872 he resigned. 

In 1873 Morrison was one of the promoters and organiz
ers of Drury College in Springfield, Missouri. The college 
was named for a lifelong friend of Morrison's, S. F. Drury 
of Olivet, Michigan, who had contributed $25,000 to the 
college. At Drury, where he raised approximately $400,000, 
he had to contend widi the depression of 1873. 

Again he became tired of begging for money. Having 
served as president of Drury from 1873 to 1888, he resigned 
to become professor of psychology and philosophy at Mari
etta College in Marietta, Ohio. It was while he lived happily 
as a professor at Marietta that he accepted the difficult duties 
of promoting another college. He moved to Wichita in 
1895.8 He was, however, over-age at that time; he was sixty-

. seven. It would have been difficult to have found a man 
with more fitting experience and greater dedication than 
Morrison. He gave the breath of life to a dream. 
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4 

Fairmount' s 
First 

Four Years 

President Morrison was a New England gentleman, "elegant 
in manner, dress, and speech." He demonstrated a dignified 
New England reserve. He was tall, thin, and "professorial" 
in appearance, assuming, of course, that one may have a 
composite picture of a professor. He certainly looked the 
part of a preacher, which he was. 

Morrison was an excellent choice for the guidance and 
direction of Fairmount. But he could not b~ild a college 
alone. Members of his family, as well as the faculty and 
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trustees, were key factors in the making of Fairmount. The 
Morrison home served as the girls' dormitory. His wife and 
mother-in-law and son, Theodore, dedicated themselves to 
the mission of m_aking Fairmount College a success. Mrs. 
Morrison, popularly known as "Minnie," was an eager par
ticipant in Fairmount activities. During the first year, she 
was in reality the dean of women, without the title. 

Morrison's mother-in-law, Mrs. Sarah Putnam, owned 
the Putnam Cottage where the Morrison's lived. She won 
the respect and friendship of the faculty and of the Fair
mount students. She not only helped to support the Morri
son family, she also gave financial aid to the Fairmount 
faculty and to the libr~ry. Both she and Minnie Morrison 
were enthusiastic workers in the Fairmount Library Club. 

Theodore H. Morrison, the president's son, had a law 
degree from Northwestern University, but after he came to 
Wichita in 1897, he devoted his time to the Fairmount li
brary. He was also ·active in student affairs, including 
athletics. 

With this sympathetic support from his family, Morri
son proceeded to raise funds, hire a faculty, and expand the 
curriculum. In the first years of Fairmount, the Board of 
Trustees, with its twenty members, outnumbered the fac
ulty; in fact, it outnumbered both the faculty and the stu
dents. The size of the board might have made it cumber
some, but niost of its work was done by its executive 
committee.1 This could have been a most paternalistic 
system except for the faculty participation on the board's 
committees. President Morrison was the ex-officio chairman 
of the board. 

Inadequate funds was Fairmount's problem; a versatile 
faculty was Fairmount's greatest asset. A language professor 
was seldom limited to one language. A classics professor 
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generally taught both Greek and Latin, and if he had stud
ied in Germany, as so many had, he might also teach Ger
man. A man · trained in science should be qualified to 
combine chemistry with physics, zoology with botany, and 
to have sufficient knowledge of mathematics to include that 
course with his science teaching. Fairmount's first mathe
matics teacher also taught French. The teacher of history 
also taught government; the teacher of philosophy taught 
psychology; the teacher of psychology taught pedagogy. 
Some professors moved from one field into another to satisfy 
the need. 

Next to Morrison, the one person who was the most 
vital to the success of Fairmount was Professor William H. 
Isely. His Swiss parents had moved to Sabetha in Brown 
County when he was a young boy. Isely was educated at 
Ottawa Academy and Ottawa University, graduating in 
1891. There he served as head of the science department for 
a year. This was followed by a year of study at Harvard, 
where he earned his master's degree. After teaching one 
year at a Baptist college in Grand Island, Nebraska, Isely 
came to Wichita in 1894 to teach in Fairmount Institute, 
where he also became acting principal. He was at first listed 
as professor of history and economics, but soon his title 
included acting professor of physical sciences. 

But Isely's most important service turned out to be that 
of administrator during the long and frequent absences of 
President Morrison. The two made a remarkably good 
team; without Isely, 9r someone equally able, Morrison 
would surely have failed. Isely was in reality the acting 
president at times, but it was not until 1900 that he was given 
the title of dean. The title gave him authority but did not · 
change his functions. 

The first issue of the Sunflower was published in Jan-

FAIRMOUNT's FrnsT FouR YEARS 

31 



uary, 1896, under the editorship of Professor W. H. Isely. 
Two years later . its management was taken over by the 
students, although under faculty supervision. Fairmount's 
first newspaper was for some time more of a literary maga-

William H. Isely, first dean of Fairmount College. 
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zine than a newspaper. Its declared purpose was "to voice 
the ideals of the school" and "faithfully represent all the 
interests of · Fairmount." And this was done remarkably 
well. The Sunfiower also served as a laboratory for future 
journalists. 

The Sunfiower was largely financed by its advertising, 
some of which was on the front-page, with a special appeal 
to students. In May, 1906, this advertisement appeared: 
"To be a bright student you should have pure blood and a 
clean mind. To obtain this, use Lopez Remedies." Another 
stressed economy and quality: "Camera for one dollar. 
Better ones for two, five, eight, and ten dollars." 

The task of linking the college to the community was 
left largely to Professor Isely. He was superintendent of the 
Fairmount Congregational Church Sunday School, a direc
tor of the Kansas State Ijistorical Society, a lieutenant in the 
state militia, and a charter member of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Trained in the classics, Morrison was anxious to secure 

a well-qualified teacher in that field. He asked George M. 

Chase, a brilliant graduate of Bates College in Maine, to 

become professor of Greek and Latin, although Fairmount 

Institute already had a professor of Greek and Latin in the 

person of Della Smoke. The appointment of Chase created 

a dilemma, which Isely solved by having Miss Smoke teach 

Latin and English, and Chase teach Greek and German. 

Morrison had suggested that Chase might also do a 

little preaching and lecturing on the side. Chase agreed to 

teach German, but the preaching part was rejected. He 

expressed the hope that he would not have more classes . 

than he could "instruct with the highest degree of efficiency." 

His salary was to be $1,000, a top salary for the time. Pro-
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fessor Chase was given a leave of absence in 1897 and did 
not return. He was replaced by Arthur N. Leonard. 

Leonard was unhappy and unsatisfactory. He was soon 
replaced by Arthur Stoddard Cooley, who had just returned 
from an archaeological expedition in Athens. Cooley came 
from a highly respected New England family and was char
acterized as a conscientious Christian and a Congregation
alist, praised for having "no evil habits, not even tobacco." 
"His only drawback," said Morrison, was his "small stature." 
Even this drawback could be overlooked, as he explained to 
Isely, since Professor Gavitt, hired in 1899, was also small of 
stature and yet he was a competent professor.2 Cooley was 
a successful teacher and also served as the secretary· to the 
faculty. Fairmount's financial future did not look good, yet 
Cooley asked for the unheard of salary of $1,500. When he 
threatened to resign, Morrison's comment was: "My only 
fear now, is that C. may 'crawfish,' "3 but Cooley left. 

Morrison appointed Paul Roulet, who had served him 
well at Drury College, as professor of mathematics and 
French. Roulet was born in Switzerland of French parents. 
He had no college degree and had given up his professorship 
at Drury to work for a railroad company as a real-estate 
agent. When he he~rd about Morrison going to Fairmount, 
he offered him his services. Not only would he teach mathe
matics and French, but Roulet, having had library experi
ence at Drury, became Fairmount's first librarian. He was 
a successful promoter of the library and an ardent collector 
of books and periodicals. He also organized the first French 
club at Fairmount. In 1902 he became too ill to meet his 
classes on the campus, so his students went to his home for 
instruction. He did not recover from his illness, and on 
February 21, 1903, this beloved professor died. 

There was little increase in enrollment in the first two 

A HISTORY OF FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE 

34 



years, but Fairmount's faculty was increased from four to 
fourteen. The most important appointment was probably 
that of Flora Colby Clough as professor of English and 
dean of women. She remained on the faculty throughout 
the rest of Fairniount's history and served the Municipal 
University until she retired in 1931. 

Miss Clough was a New Englander, where she was 
educated and where she started teaching at the age of four
teen. At Olivet, Michigan, she gained valuable administra
tive experience as assistant principal. Miss Clough lived with 
the Morrisons at Putnam Cottage the first year, but the fol
lowing year the college acquired Holyoke Cottage, which 
became the girls' dormitory, and on January 1, 1898, Dean 
Clough's domicile. There she lived for thirty-five years. 
This "fine commodious hall" was to house nine young ladies 
"from abroad" in 1897, but "abroad" surely referred to non
residents of Wichita. In the same year, Hutchinson Cottage, 
an impressive building on Fairmount Street, was also used 
for a girls' dormitory. Dean Clough had a large advisory 
board to help her in the administration of what she called 
the "Young Woman's Department." The board's chief con
cern was the financing of Holyoke Cottage.4 

Miss Clough started annual state meetings for deans 
of women, she was the founder of the Campus Young 
Women's Christian Association, and she heiped to organize 
the first chapter of the American Association of University 
Women, an active and influential organization in Wichita. 
She was the sponsor for Sorosis sorority and the promoter of 
Alpha Tau Sigma. 

Mable C. Millison, a Wichita girl and a Fairmount 
student, taught physical training and elocution. She had 
studied oratory in two eastern schools and she had once 
taught in Mexico. Combining elocution with physical edu-
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Women's baseball game, college picnic at Sullivan's dam, 1898. 

cation seems nnusual, but when Miss Millison retired in 
1903, her replacement, Winnifrede Woodside Metcalf, was 
appointed director of physical culture and expression. Physi
cal culture at that time was evidently considered to be an 
artistic expression. 

In a letter to B. F. Buck, a candidate for a position as 
teacher of English and normal training, President Morrison 
stated his policy regarding the hiring of his faculty. He was 
choosing his "colleagues," as he called them, from the 
~'brightest young men from Eastern Colleges, who have post
graduate training in Northeastern universities, or in foreign 
universities." He wanted Fairmount graduates to be pre

pared to teach in the Kansas schools and was therefore seek

ing a person qualified to head the normal department. 

These were the qualifications: the teacher should be "an 

enthusiast in the work of educating and training teachers, 

having the zeal of a Pestalozzi, if you please." Furthermore, 

"he must be able to teach, to lecture, have a magnetism, be 

an active Christian." If he had all these qualifications, he 

might be given a salary of $1,000 a year.5 
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Buck was as cautious as Morrison, and so he wrote to 
President James W. Strong of Carleton College for informa
tion about Fairmount's new president. Morrison, said Strong, · 
"is a man of pleasing address, · yet he has never inspired in 
me strong confidence, and I have always been on guard 

. because of some things which I have heard and others which 
I have observed." Strong had heard that Morrison was "arbi
trary with his teachers and not always just, if for any reason 
he is dissatisfied." President Strong said he had "not the 
slightest ill will toward him," but he warned Buck to be 
careful.6 Nevertheless, Buck came to Fairmount. He was, 
however, not from the East; he was a farm boy from Minne
sota with A.B. and M.A. degrees from Ca~ leton College and 
with some graduate work at the University of Minnesota. 
He had considerable practical experience, having been prin
cipal of three schools. 

In 1896, Clifford P. Clark was appointed professor of 
Latin language and literature. Clark was reared in Michi
gan, earned a degree from Wesleyan University, and spent 
two years of study at Heidelberg. His assignments wer~ 
heavy, his criticisms caustic, and his praise unknown. In 
spite of these traits, or because of them, he was admired by 
the students. 

When Clark came to Fairmount, wearing knickers, 
strictly "mod," he is reported to have said: "What! No golf 
course? Why, even Heidelberg had a golf course!" Not only 
was he an erudite man and intellectually sophisticated but 
he was also a man of action. Since there was no golf course 
at Fairmount, he would build one. With the aid of a few 
faculty members and several students, and with the approval 
of the president, he laid out a six-hole golf course on the 
northwest corner of Fairmount Park, extending to Fair
mount Street. The participants were later organized as the 
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Braeburn Golf Club. Clark's golf course in 1898 was one of 
the first west of the Mississippi. 

Morrison had some difficulty in retaining good teachers 
in the fields of philosophy and psychology. In 1899 he hired 
Frank N. Spinder, a Harvard man, to teach Bible and phi
losophy. He was followed in 1900 by William Briggs Savery. 
Of the next two men, neither one stayed more than a year. 

First graduating class of Fairmount College, 1899. Back row: 
Alle Miller, F. B. lsely, Matile Roulet, George !ackson; front 

row: Ernest Kramer, Eva f. Hall, Ella Miller. 
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Fairmount's first commencement, held in the Crawford 
Theater on June 6, 1899, was an event worthy of special 
recognition. It was impressive, although not without prob- . 
lems. Coasting down Fifteenth Street with a carload of 
students, a streetcar jumped its tracks. While the conductor 
left to get help, the seniors were able to pry the car back on 
its tracks, proving that they had not become soft intellectuals 
while at college. Nearly all the graduates were on the pro
gram, each with an oration. The diplomas were inscribed 
in Latin, causing no problem, since all eight graduates could 
read Latin. The class motto was A Posse ad Esse, "From 
Possibility to Realization." 
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5 

Professors 
and Progress 

By the turn of the century, Fairmount College was function
ing well. But President Morrison would do more, much 
more, for the college. He was anxious to enlarge the cur
riculum, increase the faculty, add new buildings, especially 
a dormitory and a library, tidy up the campus, and . enrich 
the lawns with a thousand loads of manure. The president's 
functions seemed to have no limits, except . for financial 
limitations. 

The Board of Trustees gave Morrison a free hand m 
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establishing the policy for the administration of the college, 
with the warning, however, that "the salaries of the new 
professors should be restrained within the limits such as the 
circumstances of the case seem to demand." This warning 
note continued to be echoed throughout the history of Fair
mount-and beyond. 

Even before this warning was given, Morrison had 
shown that he was a man who would practice economy and 
frugality. He was offered a salary of $3,000 but modestly 
agreed to serve for $2,000, and he expected to raise the money 
himself. Even this meager salary was seldom paid in full. 
His foremost dream was to raise $35,000 for an endowed 
chair of philosophy which he could hold when he retired, 
giving him the opportunity to philosophize on the achieve
ments and frustrations of a college president. 

Robert L. Holmes, a trustee, listed the qualifications for 
the faculty as "young men of ability and native aptitude to 
teach, who have been · trained in the best American and 
European universities." The second most important factor 
for the success of a college was a library. Finally, he said, 
much would depend on "the fidelity and generosity of the 
tr1:1stees."1 The sequence seems to be sound. 

The making of the curriculum was one of Morrison's 
many interests. He · stressed both the classics and religion, 
his own specialties. In ]904 the Reverend Mr. Thayer com
plained to Morrison about the number of poorly trained 
preachers in Kansas. Those who were well prepared in the 
East were occasionally poorly qualified to preach in Kansas, 
he said.2 Training teachers for the secondary schools was 
started when Morrison hired Benjamin F. Buck in 1896. 

· Even in its early stages, education courses were subject to 
some criticism. Dr. William A. Quale of Kansas City called 
the contents of some books on education "foolosophy."3 In 
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1900 a course was offered in political economy, and students 
were required to read and criticize John Stuart Mill's writ
ings, Henry George's Progress and Poverty, and Coin's 
Financial School. By 1900 Fairmount also had an economics 
club.4 

In a statement to the Board of Trustees, Morrison re
ferred to the faculty as "earnest, united, enthusiastic, self
sacrificing, and as competent teachers as any college ever 
had." 5 For some time the curriculum was increased in pro
portion to the versatility of the faculty. Morrison admitted 
that, whenever teachers were obliged to divide their energies 
between several distinct departments of instruction, "the 
best teaching is impossible." Yet that was the practice. 

In 1900 Dr. Samuel S. Kingsbury was appointed profes
sor of Greek and German. If he also taught Latin, he would 
be · paid $75 extra. He was an able and a useful addition to 
the faculty: in 1906 he was registrar; in 1907, acting dean; 
in 1909 he served on the committee for graduate studies, 
appointments committee, and the summer session commit
tee; in 1911 he was on the catalogue committee. In most of 
these committees, he was serving with Arthur Hoare, as he 
did also when he became a member of the faculty male 
quartet. "For general all around, long distance dignified 
demeanor," said the Parnassus in 1908, "Dr. Kingsbury 
easily holds the championship." He was called "the guardian 
angel of German and Greek." He was even able to hold his 
classes in Greek w~en pregame excitement was breaking up 
all other classes. 

After Roulet's death in 1903, Fairmount hired Andrew 
P. Solandt to teach French and to become director of Bible 
studies. Teaching French was not yet a full-time job, and 
in 1906, Solandt was listed also as instructor in Spanish. 
According to the Bulletin, he was "director" in one field, 

PROFESSORS AND PROGRESS 

43 



"a professor" in another field, and "instructor" in a third 
field. He was also pastor of the Fairmount Congregational 
Church. 

Peter T. Dondlinger, a North Dakota man with a Ph.D. 
from Yale, was hired in 1904 to teach mathematics and 
physics. His salary of $800 was raised the next year to $1,000, 
"with the same conditions as other Professors now receiving 
One Thousand Dollars."6 This "condition" appears to have 
been the practice of donating some of the salary to the gen
eral fund. Most professors who resigned after one or two 
years left little impression, but not so with Dondlinger. He 
published a scholarly book called The Book of Wheat. It 
was both an economic history and a practical manual on the 
wheat industry, including its relationship to Wall Street. 

Five professors had taught mathematics at Fairmount 
in its first ten years, then came that tall Canadian Arthur J. 
Hoare from the University of Michigan who became the 
most distinguished professor of mathematics in the history 
of Fairmount College. Like several others, Professor Hoare 
admits that he was keenly disappointed when he first came 
to Fairmount. He thought President Morrison had mis
represented the college. While sitting on Professor Solandt's 
porch one evening, listening to Morrison discuss his cher
ished hopes for Fairmount, he began to appreciate the 
president's vision and · his zealous dedication to the success 
of Fairmount. He was happy to have had one year under 
the inspirational leadership of Dean Isely, whom he admired 
for his "unflagging energy, his uprightness, tact, and per
severance" and "his great love for the student body."7 

Professor Hoare served as registrar, vice-president, act
. ing president, and dean, and he served on numerous faculty 
committees. Having one of the finest bass voices in Fair
mount, he sang in the faculty male quartet and in the 
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Fairmount church choir. The 1908 Parnassus spoke of Dean 
Hoare · as "the popular knight of the chain, stake and level, 
[who] possesses a mathematical mind which is algebraically, . 
geometrically, trigonometrically, calculetricall y, and anal yti
call y correct." He was the kind of professor who gave Fair
mount the fine reputation it had. 

The teaching of science was emphasized from the first, 
but it was some time before the various divisions were taught 
by specialists. In 1901 John M. Prather, with a Ph.D. from 
Chicago, was appointed professor of chemistry and biology. 
He was the first science teacher at Fairmount to hold a 
doctor's degree. Clive C. Whittaker came to Fairmount in 
1907 to teach biology. He was also a general assistant for 
athletics. Students liked him and they enjoyed their outdoor 
field-trips to study both animal life and plant life. Whit
taker also started a zoology museum. He was sufficiently 
brave to discuss evolution in chapel, giving his lecture the 
elusive title of the "Recapitulation Theory." In a "Bugology 
Session" at the "Bughouse," as the Sunfiower called it, there 
were students who discussed evolution.8 

There was much music at Fairmount before there was 
a school of music or even a department. Students did not 
need a school of music to sing, and sing they did. Students 
sang in quartets, in glee clubs, and at college assemblies. If 
it were only the singing of "Boola Boola," the students 
demonstrated their interest in music. The tune was the 
thing; words coul,d be chosen to fit the college or occasion, 
as they were for "Meet Me in St. Louis, Louis" and "John 
Brown's Body." New words threw the meter off beat at 
times but that .did little to dampen the college spirit. For 
its school song, Fair mount used its own words sung to the 
tune of "Juanita." Students and alumni were urged to com
pose new songs for Fairmount. Fairmount's own school 
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~ong, written by J. Bert Graham, was sung for commence
ment in June, 1910. 

For some time there were only two instructors in music 
at Fairmount but the curriculum included a wide range of 
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courses. In 1902 Charles A. Ellenberger, a graduate of the 
New England Conservatory of Music, was hired as choral 
director. In 1903- he was made director of Fairmount's 
School of Music. 9 He was paid a salary of $500 and received 
additional income from private lessons. He was a popular 
teacher and soon had seventy-five private students. He 
urged his teachers and students to give recitals at chapel. A 
new Chickering piano contributed to the prestige of the 
performances. 

Ellenberger, with his neatly trimmed mustache and 
goatee, looked the part of an artist. He was especially suc
cessful in training choral groups. The girls' glee club per
formed in neighboring towns, where they were well re
ceived and where they helped to promote recruiting and 
support for Fairmount. When the girls sang at Newton, 
two of their Newton members arranged for a bobsleigh 
ride which, according to the girls, gave them "the jolliest 
time of their lives."10 The male quartet was so successful 
that the faculty talked about making Fairmount the "School 
of Music of the West." The men's glee club retained its 
prestige long after Ellenberger left. In 1910, the club was 
sent on a concert tour all the way to the Pacific Coast, and 
the Santa Fe railroad paid the fare and provided the club 
with a private coach. 

Ellenberger remained at Fairmount only three years, but 
in that brief time he had created a good reputation for him
self and for Fair,:nount's School of Music. When he left in 
1905, he was succeeded by Frank A. Power, a popular mu
sician who had a studio downtown. 

In 1901 Fairmount had the good fortune to obtain the 
services of Elizabeth Sprague, who had been trained at the 
Normal Art School of Boston with graduate work at Har
vard. Miss Sprague was born near Boston and grew up in 
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a rustic setting, which she later depicted attractively in pen
cil sketches. Morrison asked her to reorganize the art 
department to make it conform to the best art schools of 
Massachusetts. He also promised to promote the enrollment 
in her classes. This support was helpful in the beginning, 
but in later years she needed no preferential treatment. The 
Fairmount Bulletin for 1904-1905 listed eighty individual 
names in Miss Sprague's course in free-hand drawing.11 

With her New England culture and her Boston accent, 
Miss Sprague put her personal stamp on the education of 
the youth at Fairmount. Her many students, some without 
artistic talent, learned much about art and the appreciation 
of art, and not infrequently a bit of pertinent philosophy. 
Not only was s~e an art teacher, she was the artistic assistant 
and advisor for many student activities. She helped with the 
decoration of college floats for student parades; she made 
costumes for theatrical plays; she made posters; and she 

. designed the college seal. When the students voted to adopt 
yellow for the college color, they wanted it to be "sunflower 
yellow." Since this was difficult to obtain, Miss Sprague 
brought in sunflower petals and mixed colors until she 
could match the sunflower. It became known as "Fairmount 
Yellow."12 This was then sent in to the manufacturer to 
get the correct color for the college banners. 

Miss Sprague saw beauty in nature and nature was her 

Fairmount College seal, 
designed by 
Elizabeth Sprague. 
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model. One day she brought a dandelion to her studio and 
her students were told to use it as their motif. With this in 
mind, they were free to make pottery, paintings, book-plates, 
or anything they wished. At another time she used a piece 
of wood as a model. The form did not matter; any creative 
form could be artistic. She gave public lectures to women's 
clubs and she recruited students. In addition to all this, she 
gave an art class on Saturdays to children at the Fairmount 
church, and the class periods seemed always to be too short. 
The children were delighted when they were encouraged 
to draw pictures of teacher. 

Numerous little pamphlets and leaflets advertised Fair
mount. But both the president and the trustees came to the 
conclusion that impersonal leaflets needed to be supple
mented by personal contact. Going to college was not yet 
considered necessary for most young folks. It took persua
sion to convince them to go to college and it took salesman
ship to convince them to go to Fairmount. In the first year 
of Fairmount, every faculty member was a recruiter. Each 
one was sent to a neighboring town, such as Augusta, New
ton, Hutchinson, Anthony, and Enid.1 3 As the college be- · 
came more affiuent, if one may use that word for Fairmount, 
professors were rewarded for recruiting. In 1906 Professor 
Swartz was allowed $150 and expenses for two months to 
recruit students. 

Recruiting was made a full-time job for one man in 
1904, and Morri~on hired Edgar M. Leach as field secretary. 
When he came to Wichita, Leach met Colonel Murdock, 
editor of the Wichita Eagle, and he joined the Plymouth 
Congregational Church, where he met the Reverend Clar
ence S. Sargent, a member of Fairmount's Board of Trustees. 
Then he met President Morrison, who hired him for $100 
a month, a good salary, considering that he frequently got 
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free meals. Mr. Leach loved his job and he also loved horses. 
He traded horses until he got a beautiful pair of black ponies 
and, with his red-trimmed buggy, he made a good impres
sion as he scouted the neighboring farms, towns, and 
churches for prospective students. 

Leach was a natural promoter and a man with ideas. 
To make Fairmount appealing to potential students, he 
stressed its glee clubs and its athletics in his talks. He con
fessed that there was some danger in traveling with the 
girls' glee club. One girl in particular seemed to watch him 
with unusual interest; he married her. She was Gabrielle 
Hinman, class of 1905, and one of the most active and most 
loyal alumni that Fairmount ever had. For over a quarter 
of a century, she never missed an alumni banquet. Mr. Leach 
promoted concerts, raised funds, talked track, and solicited 
students.14 One of his most successful achievements was the 
promotion of the Arkansas Valley athletic and interscholastic 
meets. The A VI, as it was called, brought a host of high
school students, their parents, and friends to Fairmount. 
The college conducted the meet with its own staff, it lodged 
and fed all the participants, and it entertained them. In 
addition to athletic performances there were scholastic con
tests in music, debate, and oratory. The most active high
school students were i~ this way introduced to Fairmount 
and to college life. Ed Leach did much for Fairmount. 

The first man hired as janitor for Fairmount was George 
S. Thompson. But the one who served the longest as the 
superintendent of buildings and grounds and janitor was 
Frederick Hauck, that loyal friend of Fairmount who was 
known as "Fritz." He was born in Germany and never lost 
nis German accent. He was hired in 1901 and served to the 
end of Fairmount and the beginning of the Municipal Uni
versity. He did all this and more for a mere $25 a month. 
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He seemed always to be personally concerned about the wel
fare of the students and, in his quiet and sympathetic way, 
he became "father -confessor" for many a disturbed boy or 
girl. A bachelor, he lived in a little white cottage on Fair
mount Street. Though Fritz Hauck was poor in material 
goods, he was rich in human understanding. He was much 
more than a janitor; he was a gentle man. 

President Morrison was the chief policy maker for the 
college but the administration was left to the faculty under 
the able direction of Professor Isely. The faculty passed on 
all student problems, including such delinquencies as being 
tardy or absent. The faculty was no bigger than a commit
tee, and in June, 1900, it met on Professor Clark's porch. 
The faculty also acted as a budget committee and passed on 
every ·little bill, be it books for the library, freight bills, or 
bills -for equipment. But when a despairing professor asked 
about when the faculty might be given a partial payment 
on its salary, the decision was left to the president. In the 
fall of 1900 the faculty passed a resolution asking the Board 
of Trustees to "take up the full responsibility of administer
ing the financial affairs of the College."15 This was done to· 

make the board better acquainted with the problems of Fair
mount. When President Morrison gave a report on the 
college indebtedness in September, 1901, he "recommended 
that members of the faculty remit a part of their claims." 
The faculty discussed the recommendation two days later 
but took no ac,tion. It had little influence over salaries ex
cept to make concessions. Yet President Morrison retained 
the loyalty of most of the faculty. 
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6 

Funds 
and Facilities 

It took a great deal of· cooperation on the part of many 
people to put Fairmount on the road to success. In addition 
to the support, of his family, faculty, and friends, President 
Morrison had the support of a large and dedicated Board of 
Trustees. But instead of the ideal system of having the 
Board of rrustees raise the money and letting the president 
spend it, the system was reversed at Fairmount. President 
Morrison spent most of his time raising funds for Fairmount 
while the trustees served as accountants and comptrollers. 
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However, in fairness to the trustees, it must be said that they 
not only helped to organize the campaigns for funds but 
solved economic emergencies by personal donations. 

The Fairmount faculty was surely Morrison's first con
cern. But suitable facilities were also essential for an effec
tive educational process. Mark Hopkins on one end of a log 
and a student on the other is an example of a primitive but 
yet ideal educational process. However, with the growth of 
the student population, it would not be feasible to provide 
a professor and log for each one. It might be better to cut 
the logs up into boards and assemble them into buildings. 
Then, protected from the elements, the professor could 
assemble groups of pupils and teach them not only from 
one man's erudition, the likes of Mark Hopkins, but from 
the specialized fields of each instructor. Mass education, 
with all its problems, became a reality in the twentieth 
century. 

Fairmount's one large building, called "the college," 
stood on a hill where it was surrounded by the native grasses 
and wild flowers. There seemed to be little in common be
tween the artificial decorations of the ornate building and 
the wild and untamed beauties of nature which surrounded 
it. "How uninviting the surroundings, how barren and 
incomplete," said Elizabeth Sprague about her first view of 
the campus. But how happy she was to devote her energy 
and artistic eye to improve it. Morrison was concerned about 
what appeared to be the bleak and treeless campus with its 
large and lonesome building looming like a sentinel in need 
of a more inviting environment. First he would have the 
campus seeded with blue grass, replacing much of the hardy 
buffalo grass and bluestem. Morrison decided, in the spring 
of 1896, to give color and character to the campus by plant
ing trees, shrubs, and flowers under the supervision of a 
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landscape gardener. As a sentimental tie with the East, elm · 
trees were shipped from the Daniel Webster farm in New 
Hampshire. At Fairmount the Men of Webster, members 
of a literary club, planted the Webster elms. In 1903 each 
class planted its own class trees. Friends of Fairmount also 
joined in the annual tree-planting service. Then, befitting 
a college, ivy was planted to cover the walls of the main 
building. Tree-planting day in the spring gradually became 
campus clean-up day. It was a day of work and sociability. 

In one of the first board meetings, Morrison told the 
trustees that the first floor of the college building had to 
be finished at once, and then he urged them to go down 
as deeply as possible into their own pockets to make the 
necessary payments. He also asked them to get additional 
funds from Wichita citizens so that the college supporters 
in the East would know that the local community would 
give its support to the college. First in importance. was the 
need for classrooms and facilities. The basement, primarily 
the den of the scientists with their experiments and strange 
odors from Professor Swartz's laboratory, was divided into 
classrooms. 

According to its first college Bulletin, the purpose of 
Fairmount College was to serve the community and the 
state by teaching a "positive and aggressive Christianity." 
Philanthropy was closely associated with Christianity, and 
Fairmount was a Christian college. It was worthy of sup
port by the Congregational Education Society of Boston and 

' other good Congregationalists. The Ed~cation Society did 
give $3,000 annually, enough to save Fairmount from bank
ruptcy. This was supplemented by student tuition, which 
was remarkably low, only $25.00 a semester. Student ex
penses were estimated to run from $113.00 to $167.00 a year.1 

Fairmount could expect some local support each year. 
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The Congregational Education Society of Boston 
warned Morrison, however, that even "the local churches 
are never likely to realize their full responsibility for the 
support of any institution which they are instrumental in 
founding, and even foisting upon the benevolent public."2 

Morrison faced a financial crisis in his second year but 
his appeal to his family, the faculty, and the friends of Fair
mount brought in sufficient funds to weather the financial 
crisis. Mrs. Putnam, his mother-in-law, offered $2,000 on 
condition that others would contribute $10,000. Isely and 
others continued the campaign, and by May, 1897, the re
quired $10,000 had been pledged. Even the old mortgage of 
$12,000 was paid off in that year. This was cause for optim
ism but it brought only temporary relief. 

Both Morrison and Isely were discouraged in 1899. In 
March, Isely informed Morrison that some of the faculty 
were in "actual want of necessities."3 Only eastern money 

. could save Fairmount, but easterners had invested in Kansas 
and lost heavily. Kansas, they said, is "plagued with popu
lism, crankism, Leasism, repudiation and free silver."4 The 
reference to "Leasism" was to Mary Elizabeth Lease, one 
of th~ most dramatic speakers for populism. When Morrison 
mentioned Wichita's educational needs, one woman said: 
"Wichita! well, Wichita needs an education." Had Kansas 
voted for McKinley instead of Bryan, said Morrison, his task 
would have been much easier. Morrison did get money, and 
he dared to predict that salaries for the previous year could 
be paid "to the last dollar." He confessed to 'Isely, however, 
that the most "distasteful work a man of sensitiveness ... 
ever had to do . . . was to canvass for funds as a college 
beggar." Though he might be ill and down to his last dol
lar, he urged Isely to "keep cool" and to persevere.5 

Morrison's meager expense money was seldom sufficient 
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for · his needs. More than once, he pawned his precious 
watch, which had been given to him when he left Drury 
College. Each time he redeemed it, he rejoiced. On July, 
1899, Morrison wrote: "Borrowed money to get here with, 
which is now gone, and I am living today on my last dollar 
arising from pawning my watch." He had not collected a 
dollar since leaving home but he concluded that God would 
help him. In September he wrote that Hamilton, secretary 
of the Education Society, had told him: "We are done with 
the West; let the West take care of itself." Even this did 
not stop Morrison. On October 26, 1900, he told Isel y that 
he knew he was discouraged, and then he added, frank! y: 
"Sometimes I feel as if I could go no further." 6 This was a 
private confession and not for the public. As soon as he 
received some funds, he enclosed five dollars for the football 
team. 

How meagerly Morrison lived on his money-raising 
junkets in the East may be seen from one of his own letters. 
"I am thriving on grapes, cheap, good. I buy two or three 
pounds a day," he said. "I drink no tea, take coffee in the 
morning, water at noon, a big bowl of milk with Vienna iff 
it at night. I am doing tip-top."7 Submitting to such fru
gality was indicative of the character and determination of 
the man. 

When Charles G. Cohn, a Fairmount trustee, was in 
New York to buy goods for the Boston store in Wichita, he 
encountered Morrison on a street corner. After persistent 
questioning, he learned that the president was living in a 
"very cheap, poorly furnished room and getting his meals 
at cheap restaurants and fifteen-cent lunch counters." Cohn 
offered Morrison a hundred dollars for his personal use. 
Morrison's proud comment was: "If I can't get enough 
money to pay for my personal expenses, I'll starve."8 
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It was Morrison's good fortune to get acquainted with 
Dr. D. K. Pearson, a Chicago philanthropist. As Dr. Pearson 
said: "After working hard and practicing rigid economy 
for seventy years to lay up money, I said to myself, 'What 
am I going to do with this? I cannot carry it out of the 
world in my dead hands. Coffins were not made to carry 
money in. I have got to leave it. Now, what shall-I do with 
it?' "0 The answer to Dr. Pearson's question was found in 
the desperate need for money by private colleges. They 
came begging. 

Having been deprived of a college education because of 
poverty, Pearson wished to make it possible _for the "sons 
and daughters of wage-earners" to attend college. He do
nated to small colleges in order to help the "plain people." 
He had contributed to Beloit, Berea, Knox, Drury, Carleton, 
Olivet, and others. This list included two colleges Morrison 
had been connected with, Olivet and Drury, and Pearson 
was now asked to aid Fairmount, a third. His response was 
generous but it was generosity coupled to a condition. In 
his letter of August 19, 1898, Pearson said: "I will give Fair
mount College $50,000 when the friends of the college raise 
$150,000 and pay off its indebtedness.',io · Both of these 
figures were later cut in _!ialf. 

Morrison spent many tedious days in the East trying to 
meet Pearson's condition, and Isely spent many tiresome 
days at home, hoping to raise $30,000 in Wichita. On May 
22, 1899, Morrison sent Isely a report that Secretary Charles 
Day of the Congregational Education Society had made 
after visiting Fairmount. Day liked Fairmount's setting and 
the students, and he was "especially gratified with the devo
don and ability of the faculty." He thought Fairmount was 
worthy of aid.11 Some aid must have been available since 
Morrison enclosed $500 with his letter. 
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The Fairmount trustees and Professor Isely organized 
a fund-raising campaign but they had only partial success. 
Individual pledges were made by members of the faculty, 
trustees, students, and citizens. Many of the city pledges 
were small, but by -midsummer of 1902, $30,000 had been 
pledged for Fairmount. By 1903, $15,000 of back salaries for 
teachers were paid, but the teachers contributed $5,000 to the 
permanent fund. Also in 1903 Pearson paid his part of the 
pledge and extended the time to meet his request. This, 
said the Sunfiower, will make Fairmount "one of the great
est between the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains."12 

The hope was expressed that the next $100,000 would come 
easier. Such was the optimism of youth. 

Although faculty salaries were low, houses could be 
rented for as little as three dollars a month. Faculty salaries 
ranged from $500 to $1,000. Miss Clough, the dean of 
women, started at a salary of $750; and Dean Isely, at $800, 
was raised in 1896 to $1,000. The low cost of living might 
have made these salaries adequate, provided they were paid. 

The trustees' minutes for January 7, 1902, indicate that the 

salaries of Professors Buck and Clark were to be raised to 

$1,000. When Theodore Morrison's salary was raised to 

$1,000 in 1903, it was "with the understanding that he would 

give Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) of the same to the 

Endowment Fund."13 The $1,000 salary remained the top 

salary un_til 1907, when H. L. Wilbur, professor of Latin and 

English, was listed at $1,250.14 Even President Thayer's 

salary in the fall of 1907 was only $1,283.34. Several of the 

faculty members canceled their unpaid salaries as a gift to 

the college, and most of them, if not all, donated money for 

special needs or for the general fund. Professor Roulet made 

a loan of $4,000 for faculty salaries. This sort of financing 

FUNDS AND FACILITIES 

59 



was a "family affair," using the term "family" as it was 

occasionally used for the "Fairmount Family." 

In June, 1906, the trustees recommended that they bor

row $3,500 to pay the teachers, with "all the available Trus

tees as endorsers." This was, of course, to be paid back as 
soon as the president could raise the money. When funds 

were low, a perennial condition, most of the faculty were 

paid only $50.00 a month and, not infrequently, paid by 

note. 
The first concern for the housing of students was for 

the women. Mrs. Putnam had provided rooms for girls at 

Putnam Cottage before Holyoke Hall was acquired in 1897. 

Gifts provided for the completion of Holyoke Hall. The 

rooms were furnished by friends of Fairmount and were 

named for the donors. There was a Carter Room, an Elinor 

Brooks Room, and a Plymouth Room. Furniture was still 

· needed, so the cottage held an open house and invited people 

Holyoke Cottage and Holyoke Hall ( added in 1918 ). 
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to bring their lunch for a picnic, and, incidentally, the guests 
were asked to "bring furniture." 15 

Nonresident boys found their own accommodations in 
an abandoned shoe factory near the Rock Island tracks. The 
boys called it "Rugby Hall." The six boys who lived there 
took turns as cooks. Short of food one day, one of the boys 
shot a neighbor's chicken. It provided a good meal, but the 
story got out and the chicken-shooter was brought to a col
lege court where a compassionate judge, according to the 
Sunfiower, fined him fifty cents.16 

Anxious to provide a boys' dormitory, Morrison turned 

to the East for funds. When the Fiske sisters of Boston, Cor

delia and Charlotte, heard about Fairmciunt's need for a 

dormitory, they donated $8,000.17 Fairmount had already 

acquired a small endowment fund for other purposes, but 

Mofrison and his trustees decided to shift about $10,000 of 

pledges to the dormitory fund. Dr. Pearson, that dour and 
wealthy philanthropist from Chicago, kept a watchful eye 

Fiske Hall, men's dormitory. 
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over the use of I the endowment fund, and, in his mind, it 
should not be used for a dormitory. He did not want college 
funds spent for anything but its declared educational pur
pose. He was said to_ be "eccentric" and "close-fisted," yet 
he gave away more than $2,500,000 for college endow
ments.18 Pearson had rigid rules for preserving his good 
health, and he believed walking was beneficial. After walk
ing to his office each day he spent half an hour listening to 
"beggars," as he called the "college presidents who are look
ing for money."19 Among the college "beggars" was, of 
course, Morrison of Fair mount. 

By dipping into the endowment fund, the_ men's dormi
tory became a reality. It was completed in 1904 at a cost of 
$35,000 ~nd named Fiske Hall in honor of the Fiske sisters 
of Boston. Th~ dormitory was strictly modern, with steam 
heating and sanitary plumbing. Fiske Hall was an impres
sive, stone-trimmed, three-storied, brick building, large 

· enough to accommodate seventy-five students. Rooms were 
to be rented for $13.50 to $15.00 a semester, and suites from 
$18.00 to $27.00 a semester. The college Annual boasted that 
"a better building with more conveniences for the comfort 
of the occupants is seldom seen, perhaps not equaled west 
of the Mississippi River_:' ' 

Laying the cornerstone for Fiske Hall was a great event, 
with all the official pomp and ceremony that the college and 
the community could muster. The cornerstone ceremony 
was supervised by Colonel Thomas G. Fitch, grand master 
of the Masons. The weather was ideal. Impressive addresses 
were given. C. L. Davidson, speaking for the city, stressed 
t?e economic value of the students to Wichita, declaring 
that they were already spending $30,000 a year. 

According to the Sunfiower, the following articles were 
placed in the cornerstone: "Copy of the first and last cata-
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logue; photograph of cutting the sod for the building, June 
1, 1904; photograph of the main building; of the first Presi
dent, and various articles." Then a golden vessel of corn 
was brought in and corn was scattered over the stone as an 
emblem of plenty. '-'Wine was poured from a silver vessel 
as an emblem of joy and gladness." Then the grand master 
"gave the stone three raps with his gavel," after which he 
gave an address on Masonry.2° For Morrison, Fiske Hall 
was only a beginning. In his dedication speech he stressed 
the need for a library, women's dormitory, science hall, a 
gymnasium, and a chapel. First on the list and the most 
essential was the library. 

Ever alert to new sources of wealth to be tapped for his 
library, Morrison discovered Andrew Carnegie, a millionaire 
and full-fledged philanthropist. According to Carnegie's 
philosophy, he was only a steward of the fortune he had 
made and he would use his money "to provide greater op
portunity for all to increase man's knowledge of himself and 
the universe."21 Since Carnegie's interest was "to increase 
man's knowledge," a college library could be a logical re
cipient of his beneficence. On February 7, 1905, James 
Bertram, Carnegie's private secretary, wrote the following 
to Morrison: "Responding to your appeal on behalf of 
Fairmount College of Wichita, Mr. Carnegie desires me to 
say that he will be glad to pay for the erection of a library 
building at a cost of forty thousand dollars. Mr. Carnegie 
makes it a condition of this gift that you should raise the 
same amount in new endowments for the College within 
a reasonable time, say twelve months."22 

Dean Isely was appointed chairman of a campaign com
mittee to raise the funds necessary to match Carnegie's 
grant. The students, then less than two hundred, and far 
from being affluent, pledged $1,432. When the alumni met 

FUNDS AND FACILITIES 

63 



in the summer of 1905, they were asked to aid the library 
because of "Loyalty to Education, to Alma Mater, to College 
and to Class." Citizens and clubs in Wichita responded well 
and letters with donations came from all over the United 
States. By January, 1906, the matching fund had reached 
$31,500. 

Morrison spent most of the winter in the East, making 
plans for the library, the crowning achievement of his ad
ministration. In April he became ill with pneumonia, but 
rather than go to a hospital and risk a big bill, he took a 
train to Wichita and risked his life. He called Dean Isely 
in to tell him about the plans he had for the future of Fair
mount. Isely did not want to exhaust him with talk about 
business matters, but Morrison was determined and he 
talked about Fairmount's future. Then, on April 12, 1907, 
Morrison died, mourned by the people of Fairmount and 
the city and by all who knew him. He did not live to see 
his new library nor to occupy the chair of philosophy, as he 
had hoped to do after retiring as president. He died at the 
age of 78. At the funeral Charles Cohn, a trustee, spoke of 
him as "the grandest educator in America."23 

Walter Graves and Dean Isely, while walking on the 
campus, deplored the los_s of their great leader. They agreed 
that "his spirit remains. He had so thoroughly impressed 
the present faculty of Fairmount with his devotion and 
ideals that this spirit must be handed down to succeeding 
faculties, so that his influence will not die." This should be 
the mission of Dean Isely. The college was not completely 
rudderless as long as Dean Isely's hand was on the helm. 
But when Isely was stricken with appendicitis in August 
a~d died, then Fairmount was indeed without a leader. 
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7 

President Thayer's 
Seven Years 

Losing its two leading administrators in one year was a 
double tragedy for Fairmount. The institution had become 
so completely dependent on the inspiration of Morrison and 
the administration of Isely that some feared that Fairmount 
could not exist without them. The future looked bleak. 
Robert L. Holmes, secretary to the Board of Trustees, was 
on vacation in Virginia when he heard of Morrison's death. 
He rushed home to join his colleagues in the search for a 
new president. 
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Fortunately for Fairmount, Holmes and his associates 
saw in the ]feverend Henry E. Thayer, of Topeka, one of 
Fairmount's trustees, a logical successor to Morrison.1 They 
had considered only O?e other candidate. Thayer, a former 
pastor (1897-1901) of the Plymouth Congregational Church, 
was born in Freedom, Ohio. His theological studies at Alle
ghany Theological Seminary and Oberlin College prepared 
him for the ministry. Two weeks before he was ordained, 
he married his "best girl," Louise M. Singer. He held Con
gregational pastorates in U tab, Colorado, and Kansas. At 
the time of the offer of the presidency of Fairmount, he was 
superintendent of the Home Mission Society in Topeka. 
There he had recently built a new home and he hesitated 
to move, yet his wife was willing to make the sacrifice and 
return -to Wichita. As a trustee of Fairmount, he was fa
miliar with Fairmount's problems and ambitions. 

The reception Thayer was given at the first chapel 
· meeting warmed his heart. The faculty and students gave 
him a standing ovation, which, he said, "brought tears to my 
eyes, a big lump in my throat, and a prayer in my heart to 
prove worthy of such trust and enthusiasm." He had fre
quently been a chapel speaker and the faculty knew him 
well, as did the student_s. They liked him. 

The speaker for the first chapel under President Thayer 
was Congressman Victor Murdock, introduced by Professor 
Kingsbury as an old friend of Fairmount. Murdock spoke 
of man's interest in nature. Stressing youth, he said: "The 
boy can see in the grass, the flowers, and the trees and stars, 
hopes and dreams that he cannot see as a man." 
, Thayer stressed "the need of companionship and coop

eration between the President, the faculty, and the students." 
Always aware of the image of Fairmount, he told the stu
dents that they were the best advertisements for Fairmount.2 
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' Henry Ernest Thayer, president, 1907-1914. 

Such ideas are commonplace, yet they seem always to be in 

need of emphasis and reemphasis. 

Equally heart-warming but more ceremonious was 

Thayer's formal inauguration on March 10, 1908. The 

spokesman for the faculty was Dr. Samuel Swartz, he with 
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the bushy and wiggly eyebrows. Fairmount was indeed 
fortunate, Dr. Swartz said, in having such a well-qualified 
man as Thayer to preside over its destinies. Then he congrat
ulated President Thayer on his good fortune in coming to a 
school so united in its aims and purposes, with no dissension 
among the teachers, students, and trustees. When Howard 
W. Darling, presiding, handed Thayer the keys, the audi
ence again gave him a rousing o~ation, and the more Thayer 
tried to stop them, the more they cheered. There was no 
questioning his p0pularity. He assured his audience that 
good leaders, idealists, and good citizens would come out 
of a Christian college.3 

Thayer was a man with a more openly friendly per
sonality than Morrison, and this is no reflection on Morri
son's ~ore formal friendship. Both men were sincere and 
greatly admired. Thayer was a big man, "not only in size 
but in heart," said the Parnassus. He was an excellent 
speaker, interested in the students, and dedicated to the ad
vancement of a Christian education. 

The University of Kansas ranked Fairmount second 
among the fourteen colleges in Kansas, outranked only by 
Baker..· Fairmount had strong departments in most fields, 
it had an attractive cc;1m_gus, and buildings and endowment 
valued at $300,000, including one of the "finest dormitories 
in the West." Most important of all, it had funds for a 
$40,000 library to house 30,000 books. All of this informa
tion and more, President Thayer sent out to win support and 
to recruit students for the college. He carried full-page 
advertisements in the Sunfiower. 

, Although President Thayer was a Congregationalist 
preacher and Fairmount was a denominational school, the 
student body represented eleven denominations. Thayer 
took a census of the religious preference at chapel m Oc-
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tober, 1907, and discovered that the Congregationalists out
numbered the Methodists only fifty-two to forty-seven, and 
the Presbyterians ran third with thirty-six. At the bottom 
of the list were the United Brethren and the Unitarians with 
one each. Two had no preference.4 

The most significant changes were made in the faculty, 
and a new faculty always finds reasons or excuses for making 
changes. Some of these new ideas came from the schools 
from which the newcomers came. A number of require
ments were changed for the fall of 1910, both for course 
requirements and for graduation. Language requirements 
were traditionally high but engineers could henceforth take 
French or German instead of both. By 1912 students could 
select any one of five languages to fulfill the language re
quirements. The required science course until 1912 was 
chemistry, but after 1912 students could also choose from 
physics, botany, or zoology. Sciences and modern languages 
were gradually winning their long battle for a significant 
place in the curriculum. 

Group requirements, carefully detailed in the annual 
bulletins, were abandoned and greater freedom was per- . 
mitted in the choice of courses, although a full course of 
studies was listed in the catalogue. Instead of groups, stu
dents chose departments with a major of at least thirty-five 
hours and a minor of at least fifteen hours. A major was to 
be chos~n by the end of the sophomore year. 

The college year had first been divided into three se
mesters, but in 1898 a summer school of six weeks had been 
started especially for teachers. Though not continued, it was 
later revived with Dean Hoare as director. Sixty students, 
mostly teachers, were enrolled for the 1910 summer school.5 

In 1912 Fairmount started a teachers' extension course. Wil
fred Binnewies offered a correspondence course for those 
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who could not attend college. These three college services 
were greatly appreciated by the teachers. John Scott was 
then hired to provide for teacher placement, which in 1913 
became a general placement bureau for all students. 

Music was so popuiar at Fairmount that there were more 
students taking private lessons in music than the total en
rollment at Fairmount. Fairmount continued to stress the 
importance of music by appointing Ralph Brokaw as head 
of the Conservatory of Music and as professor of violin. Not 
only . was he a talented performer but he also gained pres
tige from the ownership of a Guarnerius violin made in 
1721. Equally talented was Mrs. Brokaw, who was hired to 
teach piano. She had the distinction of being ·the youngest 
student ever to have received a diploma from the Chicago 
Music School. She was given a salary of $1,000; her husband 
taught for tuition. The next year Mrs. Brokaw was listed 
at $1,300, the top salary of the faculty.6 The two were popu-

· lar performers and they attracted attention to Fairmount's 
musicians. They left Fairmount in 1913 and were followed 
by competent musicians whose tenure was brief. In 1916 
Frank Powers returned to Fairmount, and he was ably as~ 
sisted. by Reno B. Meyers, a friendly man who had a strong 
following in both the college and the community. Dean 
Powers reorganized the- Conservatory of Music with a fac
ulty of eight. 

Elizabeth Hodgson, a Fairmount graduate of 1906, was 
hired as an assistant in English, serving from 1907 until 
1910. She was a writer of both poetry and prose and a highly 
respected teacher with "a brilliant mind and an understand
i:lg heart."7 She joined the staff of High School North when 
that school was opened in 1929. 

Ella Brown, the "dorm mother" and manager of Fiske 
Hall, was a remarkable woman in that she was ordained as 
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a Congregational minister, she was the first woman to grad
uate from the University of Kansas Law School, and she had 
been for sixteen years the head of the English department at 
Campbell College.8

. · Mrs. Brown was a strong advocate of 
both general education and vocational education for women. 
She was not militant but she was intelligent. With such a 
housemother, the dormitory boys should have been prepared 
for woman suffrage. In 1913 Mrs. Brown retired to live in 
California. 

Samual S. Kingsbury, professor of Greek and German, 
was made dean after the death of Dean Isely. The German 
part of Kingsbury's teaching was taken over by Arthur 
Waid, professor of modern languages. He was fresh from 
Germany where he had been working on a Ph.D. program 
at Gottingen. He was also an experienced teacher and a 
fluent conversationalist in French, German, and Swedish. 
Within a month after his arrival, the Sunflower commented: 
"Students talk like Germans, feel like Germans,· act like 
Germans, maybe they will look like Germans."0 This was 
too good to last, and after one year at Fairmount, Wald left 
for Gustavus Adolphus College at St. Peter, Minnesota. 

When Dean Kingsbury resigned in 1911, Arthur J. 
Hoare, professor of mathematics, was made acting dean. 
The next year he was made dean, and the title was respect
fully used the rest of his life. Dean Hoare was described as 
"a veri,table encyclopedia of facts regarding students and 
otherwise." To know all there is to know about students 
would require an encyclopedic knowledge, and the "other
wise" could cover a lot more. He was concerned about the 
welfare of the students and he made it a point to stop and 
talk with them in the hallways and on the campus. He · 
could tell, he said, "with one look when a student was in 
trouble; two looks whether it was money or lessons."10 He 
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was a stickler for records and weekly reports. As dean of 
Fairmount, Professor Hoare also advertised the college in 
the Sunflower, informing prospective students that Fair
mount was "not only for the Genius but for the average 
man," and then, in parenthesis below, he added: "Geniuses 
not barred." 

Austin P. Larrabee, a biology professor, came to Fair
mount in 1909. He had spent his summers at the famous 
biology laboratory at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, and he 
had been with the Stanford Station at Pacific Gro.ve in Cali
fornia. Before 1908 only a high-school diploma was neces
sary to start premedical training. But there was a growing 
demand for work in biology, inorganic chemistry, and 
physics as premed requirements. By 1911 premedical stu
dents were required to have two years of college work. This 
field was put in the hands of Prof esso_r Larrabee. He also 
succeeded Dean Hoare as registrar. 

Supported by his wide .knowledge and experience, Lar
rabee even dared to lecture on evolution to his zoology class, 
a subject which was still shocking to William Jennings 
Bryan and his followers. Always in need of equipment, the 
biology department was fortunate to receive an expensive 
microscope and numerous slides from Mrs. Marciline Bald
win Coffin. Larrabee in-traduced a popular course in orni
thology and organized an Audubon Society. One of his 
students, Dwight Isely, made a study of the birds in the 
Fairmount vicinity, which was published by the American 
Ornithologist Society in The Auk for January, 1912.11 

Frederick Foster from California taught Latin at Fair
mount for three years and earned a "great reputation as a 
teacher." He must have been a very serious teacher, accord
ing to a comment by the Parnassus which said that he had 
laughed twice in his classes, once when a student pronounced 
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antipodes as "Aunty Podes" and the other time at one of 
his own jokes. But he was a scholar, and he compiled a 
Dictionary of Lucretius, published by the University of Cali
fornia.12 He later published a study on the plays of Plautus 
and Terence. 

After a decade of changes in science subjects and person
nel, Fairmount in 1907 hired Samuel E. Swartz to teach 
chemistry and physics.13 Dr. Swartz, a graduate of Denison 
University, had earned his doctor's degree from the Univer
sity of Chicago. He served Fairmount with distinction for 
the next twenty-one years and the Municipal University for 
another year. He was a colorful character and a popular 
teacher. Within a year of his arrival he was elected secretary 
of the faculty and principal of the academy. Physics had 
been largely textbook education until Dr. Swartz raised $600 
to buy apparatus for a laboratory. President Thayer was so 
enthusiastic about the new equipment that, aided .by all the 
students he could find room for, he personally helped 
Swartz set up his laboratory in the basement of Fairmount 
Hall.14 Impressed by the mysteries of the sciences, the stu
dents spoke of Swartz as "the god of the underworld." 

Swartz was not primarily a theoretical or ivory-tower 
chemist; he used his knowledge and his laboratory to serve 
Wichita businessmen. He was occasionally a technical wit
ness in court cases, for which service he collected a generous 
fee-by professorial standards. He also served the city as a 
consultant on paving. When the oil boom started in Butler 
County in 1914, Swartz served as an oil geologist on Satur
days; he said he could earn more money that way _ than from 
teaching-but he loved teaching.15 

The science field was too big for one man. In 1911 
Thayer hired W. H. Wadleigh of the University of Michi
gan as a full-time physics teacher. Wadleigh immediately 
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set about to improve the physics laboratory in the basement. 
He personally made much of the equipment, which saved 
the college $150. He was especially happy about a delinea
scope for the projection of pictures, an early example of 
visual education. He also introduced household physics. 

Thayer's most important changes were made in 1911-
12, when several new department heads were hired. The 
Sunfiower said that vacancies had been filled and that the 
trustees had "slipped in a few extra chairs." "Five new men 
on Olympus," was the announcement.16 

After Dean Isely's death, President Thayer suggested 
that he would like to establish a chair of political science 
and history in Isely's honor. This could be done, he thought, 
with a fund of $27,000.17 Frances (Isely) Wells, the widow 
of Dean Isely, who had married the Reverend Clayton B. 
Wells, professor of Bible and pastor of the Fairmount 
Church, taught history from 1907 to 1911. Thayer did even
tually find a competent professor for the history field in 
Frank A. Neff, but with no endowed chair. 

Neff was a Pennsylvanian and a graduate of Lafayette 
College. It was the master's degree from Harvard and his 
personal leadership that gave Neff prestige. · In 1911 Neff 
came as professor of hist9ry and political science, but he soon 
added economics. The catalogue would indicate that he 
taught six courses in economics, seven in political science, 
and eight in history. Neff was a workhorse. He had a good 
mind, a good memory, and he could talk fluently on almost 
any subject. This could be a good substitute for the sub
jective matter of a course, but for Neff it was not an evasion, 
£qr he knew his subjects. 

In the fall of 1913 Neff offered several new courses, in
cluding .financial history of the United States and a course 
on international law. A headline in the Sunfiower, Septem-
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ber 22, 1913, announced that "Courses in History, Econom
ics, Political Science, [were] Crowded." The college en
rolled 163 students that fall; by the second semester, Neff 
had 160 students in his department. It was said that Neff 
had the "most popular courses in school" but he was rated 
as a hard master .18 His largest course was in economics, 
taught entertainingly and convincingly from a conservative 
viewpoint. Professor Neff moved quickly into the adminis
trative field, one in which he proved to be a master. Within 
a year he was appointed registrar, succeeding Professor 
Larrabee. 

The library club had urged the hiring of a teacher for 
domestic economy even before 1900. Elaborate plans were 
made for the study of not only foods but of sanitation, care 
of the body, sewing, dressmaking, and interior decoration. 
Domestic economy should include "everything that pertains 
to the making of a home in the best and fullest sense." To 
head this department, Morrison chose Harriet A. Vandivert, 
a Kansas State Agricultural College graduate. The Sun
fiower referred to Miss Vandivert' s teaching as being of 
"very superior quality," yet the course was dropped for lack 
of funds. The student paper publicized the demand for a 
domestic-science course, pointing out that high-school stu
dents were denied this education unless they could afford to 
go to the State College at Manhattan or the University of 
Kans-as. "Domestic Science must come," said the girls. And, 
with the support of Dean Clough, it came. 

In May, 1912, the trustees were again ready to add a 
department of domestic science, provided the president could 
raise $1,300 to cover the cost.rn The course schedule was set 
up even before an instructor was hired. It was to be "a strict 
scientific course," with chemistry as a prerequisite. The 
trustees then hired Grace Wilkie, a Wichita woman, who 
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modeled her course on the one she had taken at the Univer
sity of Kansas. She, too, was given a room in the basement 
of Fairmount Hall. 

When the popular Pittenger, professor of education and 
public speaking, resigned in 1911 to do graduate work at the 
University of Texas, he was succeeded by W. G. Binnewies, 
who initiated a number of significant changes. Like Theo
dore Roosevelt, he was a firm advocate of simplified spelling, 
and he was elected to the National Board of Simplified 
Spelling. He arranged for a new program of supervised 
teaching in Fairmount elementary school, the Fairmount 
Academy, and finally in the high school.20 In 1912 he con
ducted a seminar on the correlation of schools, 1imiting the 
enrollment to six students. In 1912 he was appointed faculty 
representative of athletics. Iri addition to all this, he made a 
list of Fairmount entertainers and offered their services to 
numerous churches to promote good public relations. Binn
newies served Fairmount until 1918 and he served it well. 

Like the student promotion of music, drama and debate 
activities were largely left to the ingenuity and organization 
of the students. Since there was at first no department of 
speech, Professor Isely required his students to rise and come 
before the class to r~cite. An editorial in the Sunfiower 
quoted Edward Everett- Hale as saying: "Speak, speak, 
speak. Get to the Point. Leave off as soon as you have made 
a good impression~" Speech training came under many dif
ferent names: elocution, expression, oratory, forensics, and 
debate. 

In 1913 Chester Clyde Harbison was hired to teach 
English and oratory. This marked the beginning of Fair
m~unt's notable success in oratory. During his first year, 
Harbison developed six strong orators. After one oratorical 
victory, the students promoted a holiday and a celebration 
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as · if they had won a great football game. In 1916 Paul 
Brees held his audience spellbound with his oration on "Our 
Delinquent Boys," in which he condemned both our legal 
system and our prison system. H e won the interstate contest 
in Iowa and he won third in the national contest. That year 
Harbison' s debators won six of its seven debates by unani
mous decisions.21 

Fairmount women also won distinction under Harbi
son's coaching. Among the top women orators in 1914 were 
Mary M. Dixon, Ethel Mallonee, Ada Wright, and Marion 
Conrow. A half century later, the alumni referred to Mary 
Dixon (Buck) as the "best debator in the history of Fair
mount."22 

Among Harbison's orators in 1922 was G. Vernon Kel-
. ley, "The Little Giant." Kelley started with a weak voice 

as a freshman but he never lost a debate. His winning ora
tion at Northwestern University was on "The Fifth Horse
man," dealing with a controversial issue, capital and labor. 
Fairmount had won second and third place in the national 
contest, but Kelley tied for first. This was rated as "the 
greatest honor that has come to any college in the West." 
His oration was "pronounced the most nearly perfect that 
they had ever had the pleasure of reading and with a delivery 
that had been polished and coached by the Wizard of the 
West,, Professor C. C. Harbison."23 Kelley was much in de
mand to give his oration at civic clubs; at the Lions . Club 
luncheon, he was given a standing ovation. 

By 1923 Fairmount's record of forensic victories was 
greater than that of any other Kansas college. In Harbison's 
popular speech course for downtown businessmen, the final 
class meeting in each session was devoted to a contest in 
storytelling-uncensored. Under Harbison's training, Wich
ita businessmen became known for their ability to speak 
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before the public. Then Fairmount lost Harbison, but he 
came back later. 

The greatest achievement of President Thayer was his 
appointment of prominent professors, especially noteworthy 
were Samuel Swartz, Frank A. Neff, Grace Wilkie, M. Alice 
Isely, and C. C. Harbison. Others were competent but they 
remained at Fairmount only a few years. 
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Morrison Library 

Presic}ent Morrison was naturally interested in all aspects of 
Fairmount College, and yet if one chose that part of the 
college in which he was most interested, it would be the 
library. No one needed to tell Morrison of the importance 
of a library in an educational institution. Yet people did 
tell him. Among those who encouraged him to emphasize 
the library were Edward Everett Hale, long a friend of 
Kansas; Nicholas Murray Butler, then a young professor at 
Columbia; Irving Fisher, a brilliant economist at Yale; and 
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R. S. Storrs of Brooklyn, a famous preacher, orator, and 
lyceum speaker, and the editor of The Independent. Storrs 
had this to say: "Colleges are good, but a college without a 
library is like a man with strong muscles, but without eyes, 
ears, fingers, or feet." 1 These and others helped Morrison's 
"harvest of books," as he called it. 

The most devoted and persevering help came from the 
Ladies Library Club, also known as the Fairmount Library 
Club. The idea for this club is said to have been started by 
a conversation over a back fence by Mrs. Walter Graves and 
Mrs. Minnie Babb, who decided to talk to Mrs. Isely, the 
young wife of the acting principal of Fairmount Institute, 
about what they might do to help this feeble and faltering 
institute. Their decision was a far-reaching one-they would 
help build its library. 

The institute already had a few items. The first book 
it had acquired, probably a gift, was Appleton's American 

Cyclopedia. This was followed by four more encyclopedias. 

Its forty-first acquisition was Webster's Dictionary. To be 

sure, these reference works were books, but students were 

desperately in need of books of a different kind. It was to 

supply this need that the ladies on Fairmount Hill organized 

a club in 1894, with Mrs. Walter Graves as its first president. 

Walter Graves, in his story of Fairmount, tells of its book 

collecting in this way: 

The weekly contributions of nickels and dimes, 
with an occasional munificent quarter, grew slowly, 
and one day in the following summer, Mrs. Graves 
and Mrs. Smoke, mother of Miss Smoke, a teacher, 

· took the total of seven or eight dollars to the second 
hand book-store of Mr. Ora McKinney on East 
Douglas, and bought the first consignment of books, 
all of them of high quality, and some of them of 
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great value today, on account of their rarity. I doubt 
if a single volume cost more than fifteen cents.2 

The members · of . the Ladies Library Club in 1894 were 
not rich women, but they were dedicated women. Only 
Mrs. Minnie Babb and Mrs. Walter Graves had private li
braries of any distinction, and many of their books were 
given to the Fairmount Library. 

The club was known as the one that did the greatest 
good for the community. It was not just a cultural club nor 
was it organized for "gastronomical enjoyment," said Rea 
Woodman.3 It pursued culture under the leadership and 
inspiration of Miss Clough and Miss Sprague of the faculty. 
Through discussions and talks, other members of the club 
also contributed to its success. The topics which the club 
found most interesting were literature, travel, and history. 
In 1901 members of the club even discussed the generation 
gap under the title "Decline of Parental Authority." 

The club, which started with contributions of pennies, 
nickels, and dimes, continued its annual gifts until the total 
donations in thirty-three years amounted to $2,701.12. These 
were not affluent times and every cent was a "sacrificial 
cent." The most successful treasurer of the club was Mrs. 
Harriet Swartz. She was "a whiz" at collecting, her frugality 
fitting her Welsh background. 

When the ladies of the Fairmount Library Club brought 
in their first batch of books, space was found on a shelf in 
Professor Isel y' s classroom. When the accumulation of 
books grew beyond the capacity of his one shelf, the club 
bought a book_case, provided with a lock and key, better to 
protect Gibbon and Bryce. This space was soon inadequate 
and an unheated room on the third floor of Fairmount Hall 
was assigned as the Reading Room. The library club also 
donated a hanging lamp and other fixtures and contributed 
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Library in Fairmount Hall, 1902. 

to the cost of a stairway to the third floor. Students contrib
uted one dollar for each step. 

Paul Roulet, professor of mathematics and French, 
and Fairmount's first librarian, was as ambitious for the 

library · as the president, and he loved books. Roulet was a 

tireless worker, but his teaching required so much time that 

Theodore H. Morrison, the president's son, was made as

sistant librarian. Roulet prepared posters to appeal for books 

and periodicals from churches and bookstores. "Any book," 

he said, "old or new, bound or unbound, in any language, 

or in any subject, will be sure to fit into a place in the large 

reference library which you are asked to assist in building 

up '." His goal was 20,000 volumes. The Honorable George 

F. Hoar, a distinguished senator from Massachusetts, said 

there were a thousand reasons for helping to build up the 
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Fairmount Library, and one of them was "to strengthen the 
ties between New England and Kansas."4 

In the "Library Notes" of the third issue of the Sun

fiower, May, 1896, considerable space was given to the dona
tions of books and magazines. No item was too small to be 
mentioned. The dollar given by the H ypatia Club was suf-

Paul Roulet, first librarian, 1895-1903. 
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Theodore Mom·son, librarian, 1903-1912. 

ficient to buy three biographies. State reports and miscel
laneous material were not identified but weighed; one ship
mept weighed 750 pounds. Even the Fairmount Musical 
Club gave ten volumes of history. By October, 1896, the 
library had 3,927 books. 

Like Morrison, Paul Roulet concentrated his requests 
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for money on New England and New York. The response 
was remarkably good. Roulet wrote to W. E. Williams of 
New Bedford, Connecticut, on February 9, 1898, about hav
ing received "six barrels of books containing six hundred 
and ninety-two volumes and five hundred and fifty-one 
magazines and pamphlets. Also several pocket maps plus 
atlases for all of which the officers of Fairmount College 
desire to express their very grateful appreciation."5 The 
Annual Bulletin for 1898-1899 stated: "Fairmount Col
lege is now in possession of book-treasures, in bulk and in 
practical value, superior to the Library of the average West
ern College after a quarter century of successful progress. 
Our bound volumes number over 10,000 and our unbound 
reviews, magazines, and pamphlets, exceed 25,000 in num
ber." The Sunfiower in 1901 wrote about the acquisition of 
1,000 books in six months, many of these complete works, 
such as thirty volumes of Dickens. By 1902 classification was 
necessary, so the library adopted the Cutter System as it was 
used by Newberry Library of Chicago. This system was 
flexible and allowed for growth. 

By 1905 current issues of twenty-two newspapers and 
fourteen magazines were in the reading room. In addition 
to numerous Kansas newspapers, the list included the Boston 
Daily Transcript and the New York Daily Tribune. R. P. 
Murdock gave the Wichita Eagle from its beginning in 1872. 
At the end of a decade, the reading room contained the fol
lowing periodicals: Literary Digest, World's Work, Satur
day Evening Post, Argosy, Success, Everybody's, Grand 
Magazine, McClure's Magazine, Popular Magazine, Frank 
Leslie's, Independent, Outing, Review of Reviews, and Book
lover. These were certainly among the most popular maga
zines at the turn of the century. Students could keep well 
informed on national and world events by reading Review 
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20,000 
·Books, Magazines and Pamphlets, 
are desired at once for the Fair
mount College Library. 

THIS APPEAL IS MADE TO YOU 
Any book, old or new, bound or 

unbound, in any language, or on 
any subject, will be most thankful
ly received; because it will be ·sure 

· - to fit into a place in the large refer
ence library which you are asked 
to assist in building up. 

Over 1,200 volumes and pamph
lets have already been gathered in 
since the first of the year. 

Please look up at once what you 
. can spare from your library and 
attic, a.nd notify the librarian, who 
will call or send for your contri. 
butions. Very ~espectfully, 

PAUL ROULET, 
Librarian. 

An appeal for books, distributed in 1895. 

of Reviews, Literary Digest, World's Work, and The Inde
pe'ndent. None of these magazines is published today. 

Morrison headed the circular that he sent out to appeal 

for books with a quotation from the National Library at 

A HISTORY OF FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE 

86 



Washington: "The true University of these days is a collec
tion of books." In his first catalogue, he listed 108 donors 
of books, magazines, and pamphlets. Judge Peters of New
ton, former congressman, suggested that three or four thou
sand volumes could . be acquired from Washington. The 
Superintendent of Documents donated 599 items and the 
Department of State gave 231. Everyone who donated to the 
library, whether it be a pamphlet, newspaper, magazine, or 
a book, was given recognition by having the donor's name 
and gift listed in the college catalogue. This was not only 
recognition, it was also an appeal for others who might like 
to see their name in print.6 

In 1906-1907 fifty-six colleges donated books, pamphlets, 
and magazines to the library. Rea Woodman donated thirty
one volumes of the Congressional Globe. Both Congressman 
Chester I. Long and Senator William A. Peffer donated 
books. Long, encouraged by Roulet, is given credit for hav
ing made the library a Government Documents Depository 
in 1901. 

President Morrison's trips to the East were primarily for 
funds, but he was always on the lookout for books for his 
precious library. He begged for books, he bought books, he 
sent home books that were not paid for. He was more suc
cessful in getting books than money, and that included 
money-to pay for the books he bought. Roulet paid for some 
of these books out of his own pocket. 

It was not only difficult to pay for the books which 
Morrison bought but it was at times difficult to pay for the 
freight. One shipment had 1,500 pounds of books. On April 
2, 1900, the faculty met to consider a freight bill of $17.60 
on a box of books on the Transvaal question which Morrison 
had purchased. Roulet moved that it be deferred to the next 
meeting. Two days later, the faculty agreed to pay a smaller 
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bill of $1.47.7 And so it was at almost every faculty meeting. 
Books continued to come. The trustees passed a resolution 
to limit Morrison's authority on expenditures to a hundred 
dollars. Morrison promi_sed to comply, but, said Graves, "He 
couldn't do it. Still came the books, and somehow the bills 
were paid."8 However, that is why Fairmount had a library. 

In place of practicing law after he came to Wichita, 
Theodore H. Morrison made the library his life work. Stu
dents appreciated his keen insight and powerful memory. 
The Sunfiower said that he was, "without doubt, the best 
read man in the State and the best authority on literature."9 

He was somewhat reserved and he loved to work alone, yet 
he supported the debaters and he promoted football. After 
Roulet died in 1903, Theodore Morrison was appointed 
librarian. 

The one-room library soon outgrew its cold facilities on 
the third floor of Fairmount. By the time it had 20,000 vol
umes, it was overflowing. It ·was obvious that a library build
ing would be required to house the ever-increasing accumu
lation of books. 

Getting the $40,000 grant from Carnegie for a library 
was one of President Morrison's greatest achievements for 
Fairmount. There was j_ubilation on the campus when the 
Carnegie gift was announced. Morrison told the students 
that because of their enthusiasm, moral stamina, and scholar
ship, Carnegie was giving a library to Fairmount. The fall 
catalogue for 1906 showed the floor-plan and an impressive 
picture of the building as the New York architect had 
planned it. With its eight Doric columns crowned by Co
ri-!}thian capitals, it had an aristocratic Greek look. The 
plans were not as functional as they should have been, and 
when the architect was asked to modify them, he was an
noyingly slow in returning the corrections. This delayed the 
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building and Morrison did not live to see the realization of 
his dream. 

It became President Thayer's privilege to see the library 
built and to preside over its formal opening. Not until 
March 10, 1908, were the builders ready for the official lay
ing of the cornerstone. Classes were dismissed for the oc
casion and visiting dignitaries spoke to the assembled citizens 
at the Fairmount church. Then the participants marched 
from the church to the library site where the Masonic Lodge 
carried out its ceremonial function of laying the cornerstone 
with its usual memorabilia. 

Fairmount conducted a most impressive ceremony for 
the dedication of the new Carnegie Library on January 26, 
1909. Thayer paid tribute to Morrison, Isely, and Roulet in 
his address. Dr. Edwin Locke of Kansas City also gave a 
lecture, "Give Heed to Reading," stressing the difference 
between "good books and bad." In the evening a faculty 

Architect's drawing, Morrison Library. 
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reception was given by the library club, the DAR, Mrs. 
Lucetta Carter, and the trustees. 

New rules regulated the library conduct of students and 
quiet was demanded. There was to be no writing in books 
and there was to be no moving around of chairs. Fines for 
overdue books started with one cent the first day and in
creased as time went on. No books could be taken out until 
the fines were paid. Call numbers were used, but the first 
librarians knew the location of books so well that such tech
nical procedures appeared to be superfluous. Only by special 
permission were students allowed in the stacks.10 

Though the library was called the Carnegie Library for 
a time, it was in 1911 renamed the Morrison Library as a 
tribute to the man who made the library a reality. By co
incidence, the Morrison name also had a Carnegie connec
tion, since Carnegie's mother was named Margaret Morri
son.11 

The basketful of books collected by the Fairmount Li
brary Club had grown by 1901 into a well-equipped, well
catalogued, efficient library of 18,700 books and 30,000 un
boupd magazines and pamphlets. By 1911 the catalogue 
stated that the library had 31,000 books, well along to becom
ing "the intellectual center of the surrounding country." 

For individual contribution to the college library, no 
one ranks higher than Lucetta S. Carter. No single collec
tion in the college library attracted more popular attention 
from booklovers than did the Carter Collection. A visiting 
dean from Yale described it as one of the best collections in 
the United States. 

Like so many benefactors of Fairmount, Mrs. Carter 
came from New England, having lived in both Vermont 
and New Hampshire. In 1880 she came to Wichita. Having 
lost both her husband and her two sons, she decided to go 
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· to work and dedicate her life to the aid and betterment of 
other.s.12 

At the age of seventy, Mrs. Carter decided to sell books 
and magazine subscriptions. One of the first items was 
Henry Stanley's . Through the Wilds of Africa. Interest 
lagged and sales were poor. She was more successful as the 
agent for the Encyclopaedia Britannica. But her greatest 
success was in selling subscriptions to the Ladies Home 
Journal and The Saturday Evening Post. In 1910 she bought 
advertising space in the Sunfiower to appeal for subscriptions 
for these journals, the two for $3.00. From these and other .. 
efforts, she earned enough to pay off her $10,000 debt, a debt 
due partly to her failure to sell Stanley's travel books. 

Mrs. Carter began to donate whole sets of books, beauti
fully bound books in deluxe editions. These books were 
carefully chosen to represent the best in literature, history, 
and the science of the time, and standard reference books. 
This collection of the world's great literature was a remark
able source of knowledge for those who had intellectual 
curiosity. Mrs. Carter wanted Fairmount to have "the best 
library in the State," and it was the second best. She believed 
that everyone should leave something to posterity. 

When space to house the collection became a problem, 
a room was set aside which was known as the Carter Room. 
It was a browsing room and no book was to be taken out. 
Mrs. Carter furnished the room with bookcases, sturdy 
chairs and tables, newspaper racks, and a clock, and she 
decorated the room with paintings and busts of the literary 
great. There on Sundays, Mrs. Carter was a frequent and 
courteous hostess to her many friends, occasionally · up to a 
hundred in a day. 

Mrs. Carter was loved, admired, and respected not only · 
for her public service but for her personality. Casper Guy 
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Hayner composed and· published a march in her honor 
which he named "The Carter." This pleased her immensely. 
Napoleon S. Hoadland, a former Wichita pastor, wrote a 
poem in appreciation for her work; it was called "When I 
Am Eighty-three." Her greatest reward was the affection 
shown by her many friends. Fairmount students established 
the custom of raising the flag in front of the library on her 
birthdays, and she had many of them-she died at the age of 
ninety. 

Much could be written about the contribution and char
acter of Mrs. Carter, but aside from her record of achieve
ment, only a few comments from that popular journalist 
David Leahy will suffice. "She believed more fo having the 
youth know nature tha~ grammar," said Leahy. "She would 
have them know trees, birds, ast!"onomy, geology, physical 
geography, and animal life." What a splendid influence she 
would have been in man's later concern over ecology. She 
was, in the words of Leahy, "delightfully tolerant." She 
would have men and women "live their own lives in their 
own way," but she set them a splendid example. 

Theodore Morrison served the library well after the 
death. of Roulet in 1903. He was aware of its needs and he 
was helpful to the students. He was, however, handicapped 
by being hard of hearing, an affiiction which made it increas
ingly difficult to maintain discipline. Nor was his general 
health good. So when Alice Isely came to Wichita in 1911 
to visit her parents, he asked her to become his assistant 
librarian. Morrison died the following year, leaving Miss 
Isel yin full charge. 

The Student Council considered three suggestions for a 
Morrison memorial: a flower fund, a fiction library, and a 
marble drinking fountain. The first would be an aesthetic 
asset for the library; the second would appeal to most readers; 
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and the third would fulfill a practical need. In the Sunflower 

a writer for the "Forum" made an appeal for 250 thirsty 
students whose .cry was: "Give us water!"13 They got the 
fountain. One man volunteered to make a bronze plaque 
of Morrison to be placed in the Library. 

M. Alice Isel y had been a teacher and a promoter of 
Sunday schools in Utah. There she had .filed on a home
stead, which she lost to claim-jumpers while on one of her 
lecture tours for the church. She was the twin sister of Dean 
W. H. Isely, one of the founders and dedicated supporters 
of Fairmount College. This gave Miss Isely a warm feeling " 
for Fairmount, which never lagged during her many years 

· of useful service. After one year as acting librarian she was 
appointed librarian. When she joined the staff in 1911, the 

library was having one of its periodic depressions. Only 

one book was purchased for the library that year, and that at 

a price of $1.75. With an insatiable intellectual curiosity, she 

read as many books as she could .find time for. 

Although the book fund was depleted, in spite of a 

Interior of library, with Alice lsely standing at the door. 
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fifty-cent student fee, government documents continued to 
come. Being in need of space, Professor Neff built shelves 
for the ever-increasing number of government publications. 
Neff, always resourceful, suggested to Miss Isely that they 
install a college book store in the library. This, he said, 
would yield money for new books. The store was to carry 
"all the things the students might need." Professor Neff was 
business manager; Professor Binnewies, treasurer; and Miss 
Isely, sales manager; and students helped as clerks. It was 
good business; the store made $500 to be used for the pur
chase of books the first year. Far from being annoyed, Miss 
Isely said that it was a "thrilling experience." 

Miss Isel y expected the students to be . studious. Silence 
was considered essential for study in the library. New stu
dents soon learned to heed her warning, "for the wrath of 
Miss Isel y is a terror to wrong-doers and a wonder to be
hold," said the Parnassus in 1920. In her inimitable manner, 
she served the Morrison Library to the end of its Fairmount 
days and eighteen years more for the Municipal University. 
By the time she had reached old age, she explained that her 
twin brother, Fairmount's first dean, had died so young that 
she had to make up for his missing years. She died at the 
age of a hundred and thr_ee. 
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Walter H. Rollins 

~ 

Although Fairmount had lost a very able and understanding 
president on the resignation of Henry Thayer, the trustees 
found in Walter H. Rollins a highly qualified successor. 
The new president was, like his predecessors, a Congrega
tional minister. He was a Dartmouth graduate. After 
preaching in New England, he came to the Midwest as 
pastor of a church at Waterloo, Iowa, and there he was 
eminent! y successful. Rollins gave up this satisfying experi- · 
ence to risk his future with the fortunes and misfortunes of 

WALTER H. RoLLINs 

95 

. 
jl ,,, ,, 



a struggling college in Kansas for a salary of $3,000 and 
two months vacation.1 

When Rollins and his wife and four children arrived in 
Wichita on September 7, 1914, he was impressed by the en
thusiastic and warm welcome he was given at the station. 
There to meet him were the trustees, faculty, and some two 
hundred students. The Rollins family was greeted with 
Fairmount songs, including "Fight for Old Fairmount," 
and college cheers by the Howling Hundred.2 This was 
a heartwarming experience for the new president. Fair
mounters liked his appearance-tall and handsome, warm 
and friendly, yet with a commanding personality. 

Rollins' next meeting with the Fairmounters was at 
chapel and there the students gave him a standing ovation. 
His talk was well received and a bond of friendship between 
Fairmount and its president was immediately established. 
Though spontaneous, the friendship appeared to be genuine. 

The college put on a big dress parade for the ceremonial 
inauguration of President Rollins on March 10, 1915. Visit
ing dignitaries came from five Kansas colleges and from the 
East. The Reverend Frank M. Sheldon of Boston gave the 
morning address. "The next thing that American Christian
ity must do," said Sheldon, "is to demonstrate that she can 
clean up her cities, handle her own race problem and put 
Christ into business." The audience listened attentively. 
Sheldon suggested that leadership for this task must come 
out of the Christian colleges. 

In the afternoon, Dr. William E. Barton of Oak Park 
spoke on "The Christian College: Its Function, Its Fruit
age and Its Future." He was worried over the future of the 
college because it was being squeezed between the high 
school and the university. He suggested that the students 
were in need of four years of college between the two. The 
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faculty, he said, should be chosen for their ideals, character, 
personality, and culture. One may assume that their educa

tion was included in their "culture." 

When President Rollins' turn came to speak, he stressed 

the results of education as producing men and women of 

"strength of will, firm character and power of intellect." As 

for the alumni, he said: "May Fairmount have the ric4est 

endowment of a college, a loyally appreciative and grate-

Walter H. Rollins, president, 1914-1921. 
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fully generous alumni." He realized that he would need 
their "generous" support. 

One of the special features of the inauguration was that 
the faculty appeared in_ caps and gowns, adding to the dig
nity of the occasion. When the wearing of the cap and 
gown had earlier come up for discussion at a faculty meet
ing, the faculty was divided about evenly for and against. 
President Thayer, however, said: "No, not for me." The 
student paper thought the wearing of the cap and gown 
would lend dignity to the commencement, which otherwise 
"Looks kind er crummy, eh!"3 The seniors were whole
heartedly for the cap and gown as a mark of intellectual 
quality "superior to those who do not wear .· them." But 
Thayer's objections must have prevailed that year, postpon
ing the wearing of the academic caps and gowns until 
Pre~ident Rollins' inauguration. 

The fall semester in 1914 opened auspiciously with the 
· largest enrollment in history, 192 in contrast to 148 for the 
previous fall. Surprisingly, the sophomore class jumped 
from 30 to 67, and the freshman class increased only by 3. 
By counting the "unclassified" students, the 1914 enrollment 
reached 278. The second semester was even better. "Never 
in the history of Fairrr.!ount have so many new students 
enrolled at the beginning of the second semester," said the 
Sunfiower on February 15, 1915. 

President Rollins lived in the large Schuler house at 
1621 North Hillside.4 But the building of a new president's 
home was approved in 1915 and it was under construction on 
the campus. It cost only $6,000 and yet it seemed to be quite 
c9mmodious and convenient.5 It was located just inside the 
Fairmount Street entrance.6 The home was dedicated on 
May 21, 1916, and ready for the presidential reception for 
the seniors on May 30. 
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Rollins' ambition was to know every junior and senior 
on the campus, and he entertained the seniors at dinner in 
January, 1915. He entertained the faculty in the fall of 1915 
not only to know them but for the faculty members to get 
acquainted with one another. His home, said Miss Isely, 
became a rendezvous for students, faculty, and friends. 

The faculty members lived in modest homes near the 
college, and eleven out of nineteen of them lived on Holyoke 
Street, which became known as "Faculty Row."7 

In the fall term of 1914 several college classes were filled 
to overflowing. Professor Neff had spent the summer re
cruiting students for the college. He had been student mana
ger of the baseball team at Harvard, and he was appointed 
faculty athletic representative for Fairmount. In 1915 he 
was made vice-president. 

The Reverend Mr. Wells taught Bible history until 1916. 
He was a sober and serious preacher who had little sym
pathy for people who were less sober and serious. His Bible 
course was required but not popular. One group of students, 
thinking Mr. Wells was too "sanctimonious," was successful 
in getting President Rollins to teach the course.8 

The next year Hubert G. Herring, a trustee of Fair
mount from 1921 to 1924, and a former pastor of the United 
Congregational Church, taught Bible at Fairmount.9 He 
was a brilliant man and well qualified. Herring had earned 
degrees from Oberlin, Union Theological Seminary, and 
Columbia. 

In 1918 Bible was taught by William Henry Hayes, pro
fessor of philosophy and religious education. Professor 
Hayes, a graduate of Wesleyan in Connecticut, with a Ph.D. 
degree from Clark, was then the only one on the faculty 
besides Dr. Swartz to hold a doctor's degree. In 1920 under · 
the influence of Professor Hayes, Fairmount introduced the 
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intelligence tests used by the army.10 These tests, constructed 
by Walter Dill Scott of Northwestern University, were in:
tended to test a person's alertness and degree of maturity. 
Since these were among the early intelligence tests, they 
had not themselves been adequately checked. Like many 
other tests, they were later found to be only partially correct. 
Hayes left a year later, which prevented his knowing what 
success the tests might have had. 

Considerable progress was made on the Fairmount 
building program during the Rollins administration. In 
addition to the president's home, a large dormitory was 
added to Holyoke Hall. It had a reception room that pro
vided a place to entertain "dates." The boys from Fiske 
Hall were thrilled with the new dining room. 

During Rollins' years at Fairmount, the academy, inde
pel}dent of the college since 1906, was being gradually 
phased out, since Wichita High School prepared its students 
for college, In 1918 only two academy students were gradu
ated. Fairmount College was in need of more room and so 
the academy was closed. This year was the peak of Fair- . 
mount's enrollment-it reached 486. The first graduating 
class in the Rollins administration had si~teen seniors; the 
last one, seven years later, had fifty-one. 

For the fall of 1918, the faculty ruled to stiffen the re
quirements for grades and to limit the allowable class cuts 
to the number of credit hours in a course. Yet it came as a 
surprise to some students when they received a low grade 
because of absences. The result was that a brilliant student 
could get a "D" in a course, being graded on his presence 
ra~her than on his intelligence. The faculty assumed that 
he should have been intelligent enough to be present. Inde
vidual faculty members were also demanding better class 
work. 
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In addition to his perennial search for money, Rollins 
was kept busy hiring new faculty. President Thayer had 
made several important faculty appointments, but he did not . 
increase the total number over the twenty Morrison had left 
him. Rollins was able to retain most of the better faculty 
hired by his predecessors and to add several more. He in
creased the faculty from twenty to thirty-three in seven years. 

Jenner A. Payne joined Fairmount to teach geology and 
botany. He had surveyed Colorado for radium, and in 1918 
he was called to Texas to survey its rich oil reserve. He took 
his students on field trips to the zinc and lead mines of 
Kansas and border states. His three requirements for geol
ogy students were: (1) travel, (2) travel, (3) travel. There 
is nothing so useless, he said, "as a stale geologist." 

With Payne teaching geology, Dr. Swartz had more 
time for chemistry, but Swartz's interest in geology had 
been aroused and he never lost it. He had made surveys for 
oil in both Oklahoma and Missouri. In the summer of 1916 
he made a study of the oil prospects in the Pecos country of 
New Mexico. Swartz was a pioneer and highly respected. 
People referred to him as "The Doctor." 

When Dean Neff left f()r the University of Texas to 
start working on a doctor's degree in 1917, Arthur F. Peine 
took over a part of his work. He lived in Fiske Hall and 
exerted much influence on the dormitory boys, who enjoyed 
his group discussions. These were the sessions, said Carnot 
Brennan, that taught him logic.11 The students liked him 
but he left for Kansas State at Manhattan, where he later 
became a successful businessman. 

When Essie Marie Graham, a Fairmount graduate of 
1915, was asked to teach Dean Neff's courses, she frankly 
stated that she was not qualified in all of Dean Neff's fields. 
She had earned her master's degree in history at the Univer-
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sity of Chicago, where she had a fellowship and served as 
an assistant to Dr. Ferdinand Schevill, one of Chicago's dis
tinguished professors. After dismissing Miss Sutherland, 
President Rollins asked Miss Graham, who was then direct
ing the Fairmount church choir, to teach history and govern
ment. Seventeen courses were listed in history at that time, 
and a history major included a course in political science 
and four courses in economics. This was the beginning of 
Miss Graham's long career at Fairmount and the University 
of Wichita, which ended only with her retirement. 

Fairmount's Department of Music was changed to the 
Fairmount Conservatory of Music when the trustees asked 
Mr. Power to merge his downtown music school with the 
Fairmount school in 1916.12 When Fairmount participated 
with twenty schools and 150 contestants in the music festival 
at the Wichita Forum in 1917, Fairmount won more prizes 
than all the other schools combined, and it won eleven out 
of eighteen prizes in vocal competition.13 It was at this time 
that Jacquetta Downing, who had taught piano at Mr. 
Power's school, began to teach at Fairmount. In 1922 she 
began to teach French. 

Because of eye-trouble, Dean Hoare gave up his admin
is.trative work as dean in 1920. He was retained in an "ad
visory capacity" for $600 a year.14 In appreciation for his 
fourteen years of service to Fairmount, the students and fac
ulty presented him with a Brunswick phonograph. To 
replace him, Rollins hired Herbert G. Titt, a Washburn 
graduate with an M.A. from Michigan and additional study 
in Germany. Dean Titt had paid his college expenses from 
mo~ey earned by selling stereoptican pictures. These were 

, double pictures seen through a viewer which produced a 
third dimension. In 1922 Dean Titt was on a program to 
read a paper at the annual meeting of the Kansas Confer-
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ence of Collegiate Deans. His topic was: "The place in our 
educational system where high school ceases and college 
begins." He took his duties to Fairmount so seriously that 
he would not leave during registration and sent his paper 
to Topeka to be read by another. Yet he was reelected sec
retary of the con£ erence. 

Miss Sprague and Dean Hoare, two of the older mem
bers of the faculty, were given honorary master's degrees by 
the trustees in 1920, and the doctor of laws degree was 
conferred upon former President Thayer.15 

The student paper published a good account of all the 
new faculty members appointed in 1920, but by far the 
largest space was devoted to W. D. Elfrink, the new coach. 
The Sunfiower thought this new list of faculty members was 
the best ever, yet none of the new appointees of 1920 re
mained long at Fairmount.16 

In 1921 Annie Cloyd was hired to replace 0. B. Park, 
who had served only one year as the instructor in physics. 
She was an Indiana University graduate with some post
graduate work at Purdue. She was a gentle person and 
generous in her grading, serving to the end of Fairmount. 

With a growing faculty, hundreds of students, and sev
eral buildings, the care of the campus was too much for 
one mari. Fritz Hauck tried to do it all, but he was in need 
of help. In 1919 Lucian A. Posey was made custodian of 
buildings ;and grounds and Fritz was made his assistant. 
Hauck became serious! y ill in 1920 and was taken to the 
hospital. Faculty and students sent him so many flowers 
that the nurses could scarcely get into the room. Even after 
his return to the campus, he had so many visitors that he 
could hardly get his work done. His solution was to have 
his "bye and gell" friends accompany him while he worked.17 

That man was highly appreciated but poorly paid. 
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One of the most important events at the end of the 
Rollins administration was the resignation of Miss Clough 
as dean of women. She had served faithfully and effective! y 
for twenty-five years. She was known to be conservative, 
conventional, and stern, but she was admired and respected. 
Her loyalty to Fairmount was so strong that offers of better 
positions elsewhere had always been rejected. She loved to 
travel and used it as an educational method of learning 
more about literature, history, ·and architecture, as well as 
people. In her tour of Europe in 1910 she saw the World's 
Fair at Brussels and the Passion Play at Oberammergau. 
Her tour included Naples, Pompeii, Venice, and Vesuvius 

· in Italy; she saw Paris, Berlin, and Amsterdam; and in 
England, she visited Stratford-on-Avon, Cambridge, and 
Oxford. All of this she did in four and a half months. It 
was almost too much to absorb, and by the time she arrived 
in Paris, she was too tired to enjoy it.18 There is no doubt 

' but what these travels contributed much to her teaching in 
Fairmount. When she resigned as dean in 1921, she visited 
New England. Walter Graves said of her that "she is her 
own best eulogy," and deserved the "love and veneration" 
that her students had for her.19 

· It was the good fortune of Fairmount and the Univer
sity of Wichita that President Rollins found a successor to 
Dean Clough on his own faculty in the person of Grace 
Wilkie, professor of domestic science. Dean Wilkie was 
concerned about the welfare and the reputation of the coed~. 
She was cautious and conventional and was known for her 
close cooperation with the administration. 

Fairmount was not prosperous, yet it functioned well 
under President Rollins and his loyal faculty. The college 
had lost several able professors, but the loyalty and unselfish 
service on the part of those who remained gave Fairmount 
an excellent reputation. So what was his problem? Money. 
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Search 
for Solvency 

No matter how hard President Morrison had worked to 
provide for the financial needs of Fairmount, the college was 
still in debt $14,013.52 when Thayer became president. The 
Congregational Education Society had terminated its annual 
donation of $3,000 in 1905. In his first year as president, 
Thayer was given $1,500 as an emergency fund, but this 
was quite inadequate to meet Thayer's emergencies. The 
estimated value of the college land and buildings was $274,-
683.22. Lots which had been donated to the college could 
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be sold for $400 each, with the contingent benefit of free 
tuition for four years, or for $350 without the scholarship.1 

The buildings on the campus looked quite impressive 
by 1908; there was Fairmount Hall on the west side, Fiske 
Hall on the east side, and the Carnegie Library facing Fair
mount Street in the background. A new heating plant was 
built in 1908: A campus bookstore was provided for the 
sale and purchase of second-hand textbooks at reasonable 
prices. For the convenience of students, the bookstore also 
sold stamps and streetcar tickets. 

When President J. H. George of Drury College spoke 
at Thayer's inauguration, he said that it was an outrage to 
ask a man to attend a school where there was no gymnasium. 
He may have been aware of the drive to get a gymnasium 
and decided to give it a boost. The most active promoter for 
a new gymnasium was Howard U. Darling, son of a trustee. 

Poor though they were, students subscribed one half of its 

total cost of $2,500. The structure, known . as "the barn," 

was far from being aesthetically pleasing but it did give 

shelter. The opening of the new gymnasium on February 9, 

1909, was a great occasion, sponsored by the YWCA and 

YMCA. 

Campus scene, 1910. 
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Like Morrison, Thayer went to Boston, to Pittsburgh, 
to Chicago, and to Kansas City to tap old and new sources 
for Fairmount's needs. The Education Society of Boston 
was unwilling to pour its money into a failing institution, 
but it promised aid provided Thayer could establish an ade
quate endowment. Thayer had been so discouraged by the 
financial problems of the college that he had offered his 
resignation in 1910, having served the three years which he 
had set as his term when he first accepted the presidency. 
But the trustees encouraged him to stay. 

In spite of gifts and pledges, there was little reason for 
optimism. Fairmount's financial future looked dismal. A. A. 
Hyde, who had given aid to both Fairmount and the Col
lege of Emporia, suggested to Thayer the possibility of 
uniting the two. The College of Emporia, a Presbyterian 
college, received little support . from its city, , seldom over 
$1,000 a year, nor did it receive much from its church. The 
Presbyterians had once considered moving to Wichita and 
absorbing Lewis Academy as a foundation for a college. 
Now came the suggestion of · combining with Fairmount 
as a financial solution for both colleges. President Thayer 
discussed the proposal with the Fairmount trustees. 

The_proposal for a merger was looked upon with favor 
by many of the supporters of both schools. There were 
dreamy projections of a greater college coming out of the 
union. Plans were considered for a new three-story science 
building, estimated to cost $40,000. Fairmount had been 
planning a science hall since 1906. Provisions should be 
made for a girls' dormitory to accommodate a hundred stu
dents. The combined colleges should have an endowment 
of $450,000. The control could be given to the Presbyterians 
under certain conditions, such as raising $300,000 for the 
endowment.2 Fairmount had an endowment of $50,000. 
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Fairmount Hall was valued at $125,000 and the library 
building at $40,000. 

Fairmount students, far from being opposed to the 
union, saw many advantages. They would have a larger 
library, adding the 15,000 volumes at the College of Emporia 
to the 35,000 at Fairmount. They ignored the fact that the 
new 50,000-volume library would contain many duplicates. 
The faculty ~ould be increased by adding the seventeen of 
Emporia to the twenty of Fairmount.3 Of course there 
would have been unnecessary duplication of faculty in some 
subjects. Bringing in the Emporia football players would 
certainly strengthen the team, but not necessarily double 
its strength. A conspicuous feature of merit was the prospect 
of adding Emporia's 250 students to Fairmount's 350, but 
there was little chance of all the Emporia students coming 
to Fairmount. Though the college would become Presby
terian, it would retain the Fair mount name. 

The trustees of the College of Emporia voted on March 
16, 1911, to approve the merger. Then the businessmen of 
Emporia were aroused by the prospect of losing not only 
the educational values of a local college but approximately 
$75,000 a year which the college brought to the city. Em
porians now offered the college $35,000 as an endowment 
and $10,000 for a new gymnaisum if the Presbyterians would 
stay. The College of Emporia alumni presented a long peti
tion requesting their college to remain in Emporia. 

The Congregational Education Society of Boston was 
disturbed over losing Fairmount, its denominational college, 
even though it had become largely nonsectarian. The Con
gregational Society had invested rather heavily in Fairmount 

· and it would expect payment for its equity. The amount 
suggested was from $30,000 to $40,000; but no money was 
available for this at Emporia. Edward D. Tead, member of 
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the Congregational Society, offered Fairmount $5,000 a year, 
provided the Fairmount trustees would raise $50,000 for an 
endowment and enough more to pay off its present debt. 
The trustees accepted the challenge to increase its endow
ment and to build both a science hall and a gymnasium. 
William H. Swett was expected to donate money, and the 
trustees voted to pay him S percent of any money he would 
advance for the building of a women's dormitory, the inter
est to be paid during his life time.4 

With the support of the Congregational Education 
Board and the aroused interest of the citizens of Wichita, 
President Thayer promoted a campaign to raise $85,000, 
from which $35,000 was to be used to pay off the college 
debt. He recruited students, faculty, and townspeople for 
Fairmount's big drive. The first response was good and 
$10,000 was raised in one day.[j In three weeks time, the 
pledges amounted to $86,000, and Fairmount was solvent
for another year. Having met the conditions, Fairmount 
was entitled to $5,000 a year for five years. But even this 
was inadequate for a growing institution. Not all the pledges 
would be paid, and it was only a matter of time until a new 
financial crisis would face Fairmount.6 

Outwardly, all appeared to be going well, but beneath 
it all, there was still the uncertainty of its financial future. 
In 1913 Thayer again seriously considered resigning. In its 
June 17 meeting the Board of Trustees asked President 
Thayer to "devote his entire energies to the upbuilding of 
the finances of the College." 

The Fairmount alumni were also worried over Fair
mount's debt. Zeke Wetmore, according to the Wichita 
Eagle, had indicated, correct! y enough, that the financial 
conditions were getting worse. But the Eagle also carried 
a disturbing headline about the alumni who had "Waged 
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War on Thayer." This brought a sharp retort in the Sun
fiower from Ivan Shuler, class of 1909, giving Thayer much 
credit for having saved the college from bankruptcy in 1911. 
The alumni secured the appointment of C. C. Isely of Cimar
ron as their representative on the Board of Trustees to in
vestigate the financial condition of the college.7 

President Thayer may have been ready to resign any
way, but the lack of confidence on the part of the alumni 
is said to have hurried his decision. Seeing no way out of 
Fairmount's financial difficulties, he announced on March 1 
that he would resign. "Trustees, faculty, and students were 
astounded," said the Sunfiower. Thayer was a man known 
not only for his "practical Christianity," he had raised the 
college standards and he had won the loyalty of faculty and 
students and much support from the community.8 

Kansas faced a crop failure in 1914, and this added to 
the possibility that Fairmount College might fail. By 
March the college debt was again up to $35,000. This debt 
must be paid, said the trustees, even though it had to come 
out of the endowment, "or the college be closed."9 They 
then voted to pay the curent bills first and agreed that the 
bal~nce of funds on hand be prorated among the teachers. 

It seems an anomaly that Thayer's last year as president 
was considered by many as "the greatest year Fairmount 
ever had"-and yet a failure. The class of 1914 was un
usually strong in oratory, debate, athletics, music, and, con
spicuously so, in scholarship. Four students graduated 
magna cum laude-Elinor Lee Beebe, Olga Gibbens, Ethel 
Mallonee, and Bertha C. Tucker-out of a class of twenty
five. Furthermore, its talented freshmen included such peo-

, ple of future prominence as Marion L. Conrow, director of 
a missionary school in Korea; S. Carnot Brennan, Wichita 
director of the Social Security Administration and a regent 
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of the Municipal University; Sidney L. Foulston, a dis
tinguished lawyer; and Paul Wellman, a journalist and 
novelist with a national reputation. Directed by a competent . 
president, taught by a dedicated faculty, the students of 
Fairmount deserved support. 

After President Thayer presented his resignation, the 
Board of Trustees appointed Dean Hoare as acting president. 
The trustees still had a high regard for Thayer and asked 
him to serve on the board.10 No one could have been better 
qualified, having been a trustee and having served seven 
years as president. He knew more about the inner problems 
of the college than any of his colleagues on the board. 

Thayer retired to a farm near Clearwater, where, in his 
blue shirt and jeans, he could get the college worries out of 
his mind. He returned to give the commencement address 
in 1920, and at that time Fairmount gave him an honorary 
LLD. For a short time he returned to the ministry in 
Kansas. He died on November 20, 1921, from a heart at
tack while driving his car. One did not have to search for 
good points to put in his obituary; Thayer was a good man. 

President Walter H. Rollins faced the financial shortage 
which Thayer had so regretfully left him. He appealed to 
the Cong~egationalists of the East and the citizens of Wich
ita to rescue his college from bankruptcy. Like Morrison 
and Thayer, he traveled widely in search of aid. 

Early in February, 1915, Rollins returned from a five
week tour. First he had attended a meeting of presidents of 
American colleges at Chicago. In Boston he visited the Con
gregational_ Education Society to revive its interest in Fair
mount. He said he was encouraged. In October he made 
another tour to the East, having first attended a meeting at 
Carleton College for the Association of Colleges in the In
terior. While in Boston, Rollins had lectured to the Congre-
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gational Education Society on "The Church and Its Relation 
to Christian Education."11 That this relationship should 
involve such material things as money should have been 
obvious, but Rollins_ had to be satisfied with sympathy. Yet 
he returned to Wichita with a spirit of optimism. 

On his way back from Boston, Rollins stopped at St. 
Louis to, call on Bliss Isely, whom he had hired as field sec
retary for Fairmount. Isely, a 1906 graduate of Fairmount, 
was a good choice. In college he had been editor of the 
Sunfiower, a member of the Men of Webster, captain of the 
track team, a football player, and a member of Fairmount's 
first basketball team. At Fairmount he also met Flora Dun-

. can, whom he married. Isely was a profess-ional newspaper 
man and a popular Fairmount booster. He had served on 
the staff of the .Wichita Beacon, the Hutchinson Gazette, 
the Kansas City Star, and the St. Louis Globe. The Sun
fiower referred to him as an "extremely able man."12 He 
was directed to help raise funds for Fairmount and to work 
for the general welfare of the college. His salary was con
siderably higher than faculty salaries: $1,800 plus expenses. 

Isely secured the promise of alumni support before 
accepting the job. The response was fairly good. Alumni 
and faculty met at Rollins' home in January, 1916, to or
ganize their campaign. Each class was urged to make 
pledges to raise a total of $2,000 a year.13 Students were 
remarkably generous; they pledged $1,000 for Fairmount in 
Turkey, a missionary program; $2,000 to the Fairmount 
YMCA and the YWCA; and $12,000 for Fairmount College, 
to be used for the construction of a gymnasium. 

Rollins extended his appeal for aid in the catalogue for 
1916-1917, where he published a "Form of Bequest," listing 
various ways of helping to finance Fairmount. It was sug
gested that the trustees be left free to determine the best 
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use of the funds. The final suggestion was that it was a 
Christian act to put such a bequest in a will. 

When the tr.ustees passed a resolution in May, 1917, to 
"continue the work of the College next year as usual," one 
would get the impression that Fairmount was being run on 
a year-to-year basis. This precarious condition could give 
little security to either the faculty or its president. The war 
was diverting both men and money from Fairmount. 

Like Thayer, Rollins assumed that his presidential term 
would last only three years. So, in 1917, he expressed a desire 
to be relieved of the presidency and to return to a pastorate. 
The Board of Trustees, fearing a complete collapse, voted 
unanimously to continue his presidency · for another three 
years with an increase in salary up to $3,500.14 

Once again an appeal would have to be made to the 
city if _Fairmount were to be saved. The financial problem 
was so serious that the president and the trustees ·decided to 
put on a three-year drive with the ambitious goal of raising 
a million dollars. The war-effort of Wichita postponed the 
drive until December 4, 1917. Rollins was civic minded and 
had good relations with both the Rotary Club and the 
Wichita Chamber of Commerce. When the chamber made 
its good-w.ill tour of the neighboring towns, he was one of 
the representatives and he handed out rulers with the slogan 
"Fairmount Builds Character." Wichita businessmen were 
his friends, and he asked the chamber to help him rescue 
the college in a fund-raising program called "Save Fair
mount." The committee proposed to raise $500,000, of which 
$300,000 was to come from Wichita, a goal which was later 

reduced to $125,000. 
It was again pointed out to the public that Fairmount 

was• a financial asset to Wichita. Enrollment was increasing 
and the students in 1916 had spent approximately $142,000 
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in the city. Sixty families had moved to Wichita to take 
advantage of the educational opportunities at Fairmount. 
The faculty members, though poorly paid, spent their money 
in Wichita. These were materialistic arguments, but they 
were effective. A "live institution like Fairmount must not 
die," said the Sunfiower, "war or no war."15 

One of those who came to the rescue of Fairmount was 
Hammond L. Marsh, a retired clergyman who had the un
usual experience of having struck oil. He had purchased a 
farm east of Towanda, where El Dorado's oil boom got an 
early start. Marsh had the misfortune of becoming blind. 
On his way to the fund-raising headquarters in Wichita, he 
fingered his collar and discovered that he · had neglected to 
put on a tie. So he gave a dime to his neighbor with whom 
he rode and told him to buy a made-up bow tie, one which 
he could slip on his collar-button. His friend did not think 
he could buy a tie for only a dime. Marsh, once a penurious 
preacher, knew better.• "Yes you can," he said, "at the five
and dime." In spite of such frugality he donated liberally 
and pledged $5,000 to the Fairmount Fund. 

Marsh even inveigled some newly rich oilmen into con
tributing to the Fairmount cause. His method was to brag 
about how much money he had made in oil, assuming that 
the other oilmen would outbrag him. This they invariably 
did. Then Marsh would tell them how much he gave to 
Fairmount, with the Biblical suggestion "Go thou and do 
likewise." Some did make pledges, generally limited to fifty 
or a hundred dollars.16 

A. A. Hyde had his own way of raising money. He was 
a trustee and frequent speaker at chapel. He considered the 
Sermon on the Mount the most beautiful passage in the 
Bible, and he offered a prize of ten dollars to any student 
who would memorize and recite it to a teacher, the money 
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to go, however, to the Fairmount Fund. Over 30 percent of 
the Fairmount students memorized the sermon.17 

To publicize the campaign, a large thermometer marked 
the progress of the pledges. On the day the campaign closed, 
Wichita witnessed ·a foot of snow and a blizzard, but the 
thermometer hit the top. Not all the money pledged would 
be collected, even though five years was the time set for full 
payment. 

Tire financial drive came just in time to pay the faculty 
salaries before Christmas. The teachers could now go down
town and not only pay cash but also secure credit. The 
endowment should also insure an income of $25,000 to be 
used for the improvement of faculty salaries, and Rollins 
did raise salaries. 

In 1915 the salaries of two of the most successful pro
fessors, Swartz and Harbison, were raised to $1,200 a year. 
Four other faculty members were each given a $100 increase. 
By 1918 only Charles L. Porter, professor of biology and 
registrar, earned as much as $1,600, and he resigned the next 
year. Grace Wilkie, who had a salary of $1,100 in 1917, was 
given a substantial increase to $1,500 in 1918. She had been 
especially active in directing the war work at Fairmount. 
At the bottom of the list were Miss Sprague and Miss Isely, 
those two loyal and industrious women. Miss Isely was 
raised to $700 in 1917 and to $800 a year in 1918. This was 
still the lowest of the faculty salaries. Neither Miss Isely 
nor Miss Sprague were of the nature to protest. They were 
not only uncomplaining, they were women. It was not 
unusual to hire women at a lower salary than men and, 
some would say, that was why they were hired. However, 
Grace Wilkie, too, was a woman, yet she rated a top salary. 

President Rollins was aware that salaries were deplor
ably low. He was determined to raise salaries 25 percent 
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in a couple of years. Fair increases were made in 1921. The 
salaries of Miss Isely and Miss Sprague were raised to $1,100, 
Dean Wilkie was raised to $1,900, and four heads of de
partments were up. to $2,000. Except for the president, whose 
salary was $3,600, the highest salary was the $2,700 for Vice
President Neff.18 By 1922 the trustees agreed that the mini
mum salary should be $1,200. In that year Vice-President 
Neff was given a bonus of $500 for extra work, and Harbi
son's $2,000 salary was supplemented by a $700 bonus for his 
work in forensics. 

In the meantime, Rollins had combed the country for 
funds for Fairmount. He was chairman of a group of seven 
Congregational college presidents who met in Chicago in 
1919 to launch a campaign for $4,000,000. Fairmount's share 
was to be $600,000. At a meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the State Congregational Conference of Kansas at Topeka, 
he asked that Fairmount be given a share equal to that of 
Washburn. 

The building of a new gymnasium had to be postponed 
until after the war. It was then planned to build a gym
nasium as a memorial and dedicate it to "those who fell in 
the field of honor in the great World War." The estimated 
cost of the building before the war was $35,000; the esti
mated cost after the war was $100,000. The building, to be 
the "finest in the Southwest," was to be ready for use "be
fore the snow flies," or before the basketball season. In addi
tion to its facilities for physical education, it would give the 
ROTC a drill-room during inclement weather.19 

Then the postwar depression hit Kansas. World War I 
had been profitable to many, including Kansas farmers, but 
it was an artificially stimulated prosperity. It is said to have 
created over 20,000 millionaires in the United States. Much 
of the money that was made in industry was poured back 
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into new factories and new production, but the wages and 
salaries were not raised adequately to keep up buying power. 
Farmers had paid too much for their farms, and bankers 
had loaned too much to the farmers to buy farms at inflated 
wartime prices. As farmers and bankers went broke after 
the war, a serious depression hit the Midwest in 1921. Only 
a surge of credit and installment buying saved the country 
from a more serious depression in 1921, postponing the crisis 
until 1929. But the depression of the early twenties influ
enced the fortunes of Fairmount. 

Although the Congregational Education Society con
tributed $27,000 to Fairmount during Rollins' administra
tion, it was becoming increasingly difficult to raise money 
in the East. In the 1890s the Populists frightened the eastern 
investors and philanthropists. During Rollins' administra
tion, it was not poverty and populism that antagonized the 
East, it was petroleum and profit. The discovery of oil in 
Kansas stopped the flow of eastern money. Since the oil 
wells were spouting thousands of barrels of oil per day, why, 
it was asked, should a Kansas college have to beg for money 
elsewhere? The easterners evidently knew little about the 
difficulty of getting money from the nouveau riche, who 
had frequent! y become rich on a gamble. 

The alumni were quite concerned over Fairmount's 
problems. They wanted a bigger voice in its administration, 
but it was not the administration that was at fault. The 
Sunfiower published an editorial in which it was suggested 
that the trustees, faculty, and alumni could profit by having 
joint meetings with representatives from each group. This 
was not the time, it was said, for the alumni to "rock the 
boat" or to "drop the pilot." The alumni group was not yet 
large enough nor rich enough to endow the college. Rollins 
had worked diligeutly to secure sufficient funds for Fair-
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mount but the results were nevertheless inadequate. He had 
hoped when he became president of Fairmount that this 
would be his last big position. Rollins had built a president's 
home, he had built Holyoke Hall as a temporary dormitory 
for girls, and a new gymnasium to replace the "barn." 

President Rollins offered his resignation in April, 1921. 
Th~ee times his request to resign was tabled, and the trustees 
voted unanimous! y to retain him. He was offered additional 
help, which Rollins appreciated. He kept his options open, 
but by October the trustees, "with deep regret," accepted his 
resignation with his duties to be terminated on December 31, 
1921.20 Both trustees and faculty passed . resolutions of ap
preciation for his services to Fairmount and to the city, and 
they expressed their regret that they were about to lose a 
"leader and man, trusted and respected." 

Rollins resigned not because he had been a poor presi
dent or a failure as a president; he resigned because the 
public, frequently generous, had yet failed to give a suc
cessful college the financial support necessary for its essential 
functions. Th~ slogan "Fairmount Builds Character" was 
true enough, but it took money to build Fairmount. 

At a special chapel meeting held before Christmas vaca
tion to honor Rollins, the student presented the departing 
president with a sketch of the Arkansas River by Birger 
Sandzen, a noted artist of Bethany. He was also given a gold 
fountain-pen and pencil. The trustees gave him $500 as a 
token of appreciation.21 The board then asked that he re
turn during the 1922 commencement week for the honor 
of presenting the diplomas and to give the baccalaureate 
address. In the meantime, Rollins had accepted a position 
as the superintendent of the Congregational churches in 
New York. 

Dr. Rollins was a competent and highly respected presi-
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dent. Even though one may allow for the complimentary 
approach of the student yearbook, one may still accept its 
description of the president as being reasonably accurate. 
"Dr. Rollins," said the Parnassus for 1921, "has a bigness of 
intellect, heart, and soul which makes him ideal to every 
student. His efficiency and business ability have, in great 
measure, been responsible for his success. Above all, his 
earnest Christian ideals make him a man above men." 
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World War I 

Seldom in our history have the people of the United States 
been so well adjusted, so industrious, and so optimistic about 
a peaceful future as they were in 1914. A student expressed 
the following viewpoint about "living in the greatest year 
that has been seen. There have been less tragedies, less sor
rows, less evil, less of all that will make the world sad, than 
in any other year since the time of Adam." As civilians, 
people were at least permitted to pursue happiness, as pro
vided by the constitution. Many Americans believed that 
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peace was the normal order for mankind. The world in the 
twentieth century was too sensible and too reasonable, they 
thought, to resort to war. Then came the war, brought 
about by a selfish _and misguided nationalism, stimulated by 
military competition, and hidden under a cloak of patriot
ism. Imperialism was in its glory, with all its pecuniary 
profits and evil consequences. The world was "a powder 
keg." The search for a balance of power led to competition 
for superiority and the test of superiority meant war. 

The event which started the holocaust was the assassina
tion of Francis Ferdinand, the archduke of Austria, who 
was killed by a Bosnian member of a fanatical group of 
Serbian nationalists. The crime could have been solved 
peacefully by diplomacy. When a diplomatic solution was 
suggested to Count Conrad von Hotzendorff, the head of 
the Austro-Hungarian army, he is reported to have said, 
and he probably did: "Diplomatic victory! What's that? 
We want a military victory!" 

The issue was primarily the resistance of Slavic na
tionalism against German imperialism. To the Slavic people, 
the assassin was a "patriot." The murder of the archduke 
while he was in Serbia need not have concerned the rest of 
Europe except for interlocking alliances; and it need not 
have concerned the United States, Cuba, Brazil, and China
nor Fairmount College-except for the lack of a legal way 
to stop the war. But the killing of that one man led to the 
killing of millions. College students in America could not 
foresee that they would soon be a party to the killing. 

The murder, which was eventually to involve the stu
dents of Fairmount, took place on June 28, 1914. Events 
moved fast: Russia backed Serbia, Germany backed Austria; 
France backed Russia; England, in a big switch called the 
"diplomatic revolution," backed France; the United States 
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backed England; Latin America backed the United States; 
and China's gamble was to back the Allies. 

The Wichita Eagle reported the assassination of the . 
archduke on June 30, 1914, but it was relegated to page ten. 
The lead article on the front page was headed: "Lightning 
Kills Three." On July 2 the Eagle had a front page article 
on the assassin. On July 26, 1914, headlines in the Eagle 
informed the public "Serbia Defies Austrian Fiat" and "War 
to Engulf Europe." The full force of the war threat did not 
appear to seriously disturb college life at Fairmount. It took 
nearly two years before the students of Fairmount showed 
much concern. The debate question in the fall of 1916 was: 
"Resolved: That at the end of the present world war, the 
nations should give the Hague Peace Federation power to 

f " en orce peace . 
. F. W. Blackmar, dean of the University of Kansas, spoke 

at chapel in December, 1916. College is where · a person's 
ideas are established, said Blackmar. Much of his talk was 
devoted to the European war. "War," he said," is a contest 
between two or more nations to see who can kill the most 
men." Each nation says to itself: "God is with us." This 
is how it was expressed on the belt buckles of the German 
soldiers: Gott mit uns. Blackmar assumed that people were 
getting better, a risky assumption. The students were quite 
favorably impressed by his speech.1 

As the war progressed into a determined and deadly 
struggle, it became increasing! y obvious that economic re
sources could determine the outcome. Kansas wheat, selling 
for a dollar a bushel, could go much higher. Both belligerents 
were in need of everything from butter to bullets. No one 
could better supply these needs than the United States. It 
was easier to trade with Britain than with Germany, and 
this, said the Germans, was not being neutral. The British 
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blockade of Germany was answered by the German sub
marine blockade of Britain. The United States was warned 
that it entered the war zone at its own risk. War was like 
a contagious disease; and when the Americans refused to 
recognize the German quarantine, they exposed themselves 
to the disease. In spite of the pressure from Theodore Roose
velt and his associates to go to war, President Wilson had 
kept the United States out of war. Then came _the un
restricted submarine warfare which interfered with the neu
tral trade of the United States; and so, for the right of 
neutrality, the United States finally abandoned its neutral
ity, and on April 6, 1917, went to war. I_t fought "to make 
the world safe for democracy," and it fought a "war to end 
war." Americans would substitute international law for 
international anarchy, and that would mean some form of 
an association or a league of nations. Most American soldiers 
believed that they were fighting for these ideals. But how 
much did the students at Fairmount know about the causes 
and the purposes of this war ? Their information came from 
the press, public lecturers, and from professors. 

Fairmount became war-conscious shortly before the 
United States declared war. At the end of March, two 
courses were adopted to fit the requirements of war, show
ing how quickly the college could adapt itself to the new 
problems. Professor C. L. Porter's course on hygiene was to 
become a first-aid course, "as a means of preparedness for 
war." It was, however, suggested that this course could also 
be useful for civilians. Its timing was near perfect. The 
class was scheduled to start on April 9, and that happened 
to be three days after war was declared. 

As stirring and as disturbing as the war was, the Sun

fiower scarcely mentioned it. Its headlines and main articles 
were still devoted to oratory, athletics, and social events. Yet, 
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on April 10, 1917, there was a short article on General 
Leonard Wood, who had met with the representatives of 
the College Athletic Association. The decision was made to · 
suspend intercollegiate competition because of the war, and 
General Wood urged students to stay in college until the 
government called for them. 

In April, 1917, Miss Wilkie enlarged her domestic sci
ence program to include a class on "the problem of preparing 
the best food for a soldier or a man in a prison camp," and 
she stressed the difference between the two. The Sunfiower 

later printed patriotic war slogans, such as: "Food will win 
h " "E d h " d "P t e war, at potatoes an save w eat, an otatoes are 

patriots." 
Miss Wilkie helped Professor Neff arrange a schedule 

of courses for the War Emergency Institute, which special
ized in war courses for the summer of 1918. The emphasis 
was on food and the war but there were also courses in 
political science, history, and French. Professor Neff planned 
a course on Europe Today. 

The students were stirred to action when Henry .J. 
Allen, managing editor of the Wichita Beacon, addressed 
them on t_!le war. He aroused sympathy for France, a coun
try that had lost three million men in three years, and whose 
land was partially occupied by the enemy. He then stressed 
the services of the YMCA, which worked to preserve the 
morale of the allied armies, and its need for support. The 
response to Allen's appeal was excellent; the students 
pledged over $2,000 in twenty minutes. 

The Sunfiower on April 10 told about other military 
preparations. One article stated: "Under the inspiration of 
the stirring events of the past week, Fairmount organized 
two rifle clubs." One was for men and one for women, 
exempting the women, however, from practicing with the 
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cumbersome Springfield rifles. The rifle clubs were pro
moted by the trustees under the auspices of the National 
Rifle Association.2 The popular Professor Binnewies was 
elected president of the Men's Rifle Club. "One of the most 
remarkable things about the organizations," said the Sun
fiower, "is the number of Teutonic cognomens upon its 
rolls." Among these were Binnewies, Lichtenberger, Schall, 
H~rst, Theis, Hahn, Shellenberger, and Blumenschein. This 
was important, especially when one recalls how patriotic 
bigots often made an American suffer if he had a German 
name. 

Even Fritz Hauck, who came from Alsace-Lorraine, that 
bloody battle ground of Europe, was suspected of being "a 
German spy," or, at least, an "alien enemy." The Sunfiower 
paid tribute to Hauck, a friend of all Fairmounters, as a 
loyal American of German origin. He bought Liberty bonds 
even on his meager salary. 

Hubert Herring addressed the chapel in March, 1918, 
on the danger of condemning people by pinning labels on 
them. The title of his speech was "The Label on the Box."3 

One of the most abused labels was "pro-German." Propa
ganda against the Germans was so effective that almost any
thing associated with Germans was considered evil. In 
some schools, the students burned their German textbooks. 
At one Kansas high school; a party was held to destroy the 
musical records of Beethoven, Bach, and Mozart because 
they were German. It was difficult even in an educational 
institution to overcome the distorted emotionalism of war 
and a patriotism that was based on hatred. As Major Chap
man Grant discovered when preparing a speech on patrio
tism: "We had to kill the Germans," he said, "because they 
were patriotic."4 

By the first of May, the big question was: "to enlist or 
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not to enlist."5 Most senior men expected to enlist before 
commencement with the assurance that they would get 
credit for their course work. The registrars had voted at . 
their national meeting on April 25 in Louisville, Kentucky, 
to grant credit to volunteers who left school before the com
pletion of their semester. Men who held offices in student 
organizations were expected to go to officers' training school. 
The others, said one writer, would "march off to face the 
bullets with the rest of the common herd." 

Theodore Roosevelt, spokesman for the Republican 
party, had been very critical of President Woodrow Wilson's 
efforts to be neutral. No sooner had war been declared than 
Roosevelt was ready to head his own overseas expedition to 
fight the "Boche," as the Germans were called. Roosevelt 
was a "hero" from the Spanish-American War, and to Kan
sans, the most popular politician in the country. Roosevelt's 
plan appealed to Fairmounters and they organiz.ed a com
pany, hoping to become a unit in the Roosevelt expedition. 
Wilson was too shrewd to let the war become a private ven
ture, and Roosevelt's proposal was rejected. But Fairmount's 
loyalty went beyond the loyalty to a particular politician·. 
Students enlisted in various branches of the service, with 
most of them joinipg a Wichita unit of the artillery. By 
September, 1917, thirty-eight Fairmounters were in the ser
VICe. 

In October, Herbert L. Schall wrote to the Sunfiower 
from Camp Mills, Long Island, where he was a noncom
missioned officer in the 42nd Division, better known as the 
Rainbow Division. He made his squad drill in circles, he 
said, so that he could stand still and not get tired. He ex
plained "noncom" as coming from non compos mentis, 
which, he said, meant "nobody home." It is surprising that 
he could be so free in his comments about the army, con-
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sidering the strict censorship of the military. Harold Chance, 
a Fairmount student, having learned about censorship, lim
ited his letter to the following: "I am well, I am not at the 
front. I love you, . goodbye." He was later a war casualty. 

Although the United States had declared war with the 
intention of defending its neutral rights, it was soon con
vinced by allied propaganda that it would also have to send 
an army to Europe to defend the Allies. The army was 
desperately in need of educated officers; especially, trained 
second lieutenants. President Rollins offered Fairmount 
College as a training center, and he sent Professor Frank 
Neff to Washington to make the necessary arrangements. 
The War Department was too busy to see Neff, but Neff 
was not the kind of man who could be brushed off without 
a battle. He appealed to Congressman William A. Ayers 
from Wichita, which was, of course, the correct procedure 
in Washington. In a very short time he made his contacts 
and he won approval for an officer's training school at Fair
mount, one of the first in the nation to have its plan ap
proved. 

By September, 1918, the Student Army Training Corps, 
known as the SATC, was functioning, and Fairmount was 
busy training prospective officers. The SA TC enrollment 
was exceptionally good and its quota of 224 was soon sur
passed.6 Capt. W. P. J. O'Neil, a West Point officer, was 
appointed commander. The War Department praised Fair
mount for its well-organized training program and Fair
mount naturally assumed that it was among the best. 

The students were to live together on the campus under 
full military discipline. Fiske Hall was designated a bar
racks but temporary barracks and a mess-hall were also built. 
Part of the drill was performed in Fairmount Park, the 
former golf course. 
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By the time American troops arrived in France, the two 
warring factions had bogged down in deadly and localized 
trench-warfare. The Allied and German lines were also · 
kept apart by an intricate system of interwoven barbwire. 

One of the first Fairmounters to go overseas was Percy 
Bates, a famous Fairmount athlete and the author of the 
song "Fight for Old Fairmount." It was a typical college 
song, written to inspire athletes, but it could also' be applied 
to war. Bates enlisted in a Missouri infantry division and 
was soon sent overseas. In France, Corporal Bates had a 
clerical position, and he was told that he could do this job 
better than anyone else. He told his commander that he 
could throw a hand grenade better than anyone else, too, 
and asked for a transfer where he could use his skill. He 
was sent to the front at the Vosges Mountains. Anxious to 
put his ability to practice, he was given permission to crawl 
into "No Man's Land," the area between the rival trenches. 
With his experienced baseball arm, he threw grenades into 
the German dugouts. Highly disturbed by these raids, some 
Germans came out of the trenches with their hands up, 
shouting '.'Kamerad." But then the Germans took the initia
tive and the luck of Corporal Bates ran out. He was hit and 
his dead body was found near his own barbwire trenches 
the next morning. 

Among the later casual ties were Eddie Wells, a former 
freshman at Fairmount. He was killed at St. Mihiel. Ralph 
Branch was killed at the Battle of Ourcq, and Tom Clark, at 
Argonne Woods, where Verne Wymore was wounded. 
Harry Scott was gassed at Chauteau Thierry, as was also 
Kenneth Cassidy. Steve Nease was wounded three times at 
the Argonne, and finally lost his right leg. When he re
turned to Wichita, he was met at Union Station by President 
Rollins, several faculty members, and many students.7 
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A deadly epidemic of influenza swept the world in the 
fall of 1918. Fairmount was quarantined and closed on 
October 4. Fiske Hall became a hospital. Nearly all of the 
Fairmount faculty women had taken a Red Cross training 
course in first aid. Miss Clough became the nurse for the 
girls in Holyoke Hall; Miss Wilkie managed the "soup 
service." The United States Food Administration depart
ment appointed her the home-economics supervisor for Kan
sas. Jacquetta Downing and Marie Graham cared for the ill. 
The faculty women served the boys sandwiches and hot 
chocolate. The Alpha Tau girls brought the boys buttered 
popcorn, and Sorosis brought them a Sunday lunch. Kan
sas casualties from influenza were double those from the 
battlefield. 8 

Germany had hoped for a quick victory in 1914, but 
four years of destructive warfare had ruined the economy 
and had killed off the best of Germany's young men. By 
September, 1918, the German staff realized it could not win. 
On November 11 it signed an armistice, mistakenly assum
ing that peace would be made on the terms of Wilson's 
Fourteen Points. 

A sudden outburst of unrestrained · joy spread all over 
the land with news of the armistice. The Wichita Beacon 
said that "the city went wild." On December 7 the SA TC 
participated in a parade downtown to celebrate "Britain 
Day," although being friendly with America's old rival was 
disturbing to the Anglophobes and the navy men who hoped 
some day to whip the British. 

The Beacon stated that the Germans would have to pay 
"restitution for damages." It took some time before the 
people realized that this was not only uneconomical but im
possible. One of the men to argue against restitution was 
C. C. Isely of Dodge City, a Fairmount graduate and a 
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rriember of the Fairmount Board of Trustees. He received 
a great deal of publicity and considerable support when he 
lectured on this subject in New York. But there were still 
many who believed that a bankrupt Germany could pay the 
victors for the cost of the war. 

Within five weeks after the war was over, the SA TC 
was mustered out with a military review before a thousand 
spectators. Henry J. Allen, the governor, praised the good 
looks of the trainees and assured them that their experience 
had taught them how to march, how to live clean lives, and 
how to fight. All this might please them, but their ambition 
was to get out of the army. Half an hour after the cere
monies ended, there was not a uniform irt sight. "Just how 
they celebrated, the college will never know." 
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12 

Facing 
Postwar Problems 

at Fairmount · 

There were many postwar problems at Fairmount, as well 
as elsewhere. The issue of war or peace was most important, 
since war not only determined one's profession or occupa
tion, but life or death itself. The late war was in itself an 
education, but few knew what the causes for the war were, 
nor did they know who was responsible for the war, except, 
of course, the enemy. All the ramifications of nationalism, 
militarism, and imperialism were poorly understood. If 
they were poorly understood, then it was the responsibility 
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of an educational institution to study the problems and to 
inform its students. 

It took at least a generation to penetrate the propaganda 
that had poisoned men's minds during the war. Scholars 
soon found them.selves ahead of public opinion, and that 
could be dangerous. Although the new information was 
available to a few students in a few courses, only by lectures 
to the general assemblies could the revised information reach 
all the students. Education on war and peace, the League 
of Nations, the World Court, disarmament, and interna
tional politics reached many more students at chapel than 
in the classroom. All of these continued to be controversial 
subjects. 

A new tone was given to campus life with the return 
of the veterans. Those who had served overseas organized 
the Gold Chevron Club. The Fairmount graduating class of 
1919 was called the "war class." 

It has been customary throughout history to honor 
veterans and victims of war by erecting memorials. Some 
communities built hospitals, schools, or other utilitarian 
buildings as memorials. President Rollins recommended the 
~uilding of a gymnasium as something which, he said, "most 
appropriately fulfills every requirement for this memorial." 
It should have a marble tablet on which were inscribed the 
names of the casualties. Arthur Solter headed an alumni 
committee to organize the memorial campaign.1 

While commemorating the services of those who died 
in the war, the United States continued to plan for military 
preparedness. Soon after the war was over, the SATC was 
followed by the Reserve Officers Training Corps, which was 
short of the one hundred required to form a unit. Several 
faculty members, including Professors Neff, Binnewies, 
Harbison, and Hoare, enrolled in ROTC. It was said that 
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the professors were assigned to the "awkward squad" with 
a very patient instructor.2 

. Much of the credit for establishing this military training 
unit at Fairmount went to Oscar W. Hoop, who came out 
of World War I as a major of infantry. Some attributed the 
popularity of the ROTC to the lure of the uniform and the 
appeal of summer encampments, generally held at Fort 
Snelling near Minneapolis, which some members looked on 
as a paid vacation. A good reason for joining the ROTC was 
to secure officer status, and those who knew the army in the 
late war realized how important status could be. The ROTC, 
with its colorful reviews, its honorary coed captains, and its 
annual military ball, continued to make a good impression 
at Fairmount. 

The ROTC was at one time involved in a labor dispute 
in the Kansas coal fields. When the coal miners near Pitts
burg, Kansas, went out on strike for better wages; Governor 
Henry J. Allen called for volunteers to man the mines, al
though he hesitated to send the militia to defend them. The 

miners had struck in the fall when coal was needed for heat. 

Fairmount students in the ROTC responded to the gover~ 

nor's appeal, and at the end of November, 1919, there were 

forty-two volunteers, headed by Colonel Hoop. James Ross, 

who later was a member of the Fairmount Board of Trustees, 

headed a volunteer guard company.3 Even Professor Neff 

joined. The students did not like to think of themselves 

as "strikebreakers," nor did the governor. But the strike 

was condemned as "Kaiserism," not that the term was par

ticularly apropos, but "Kaiserism" still indicated something 

evil to be opposed. The coal mining by the students was of 

little importance, but they did support the governor and the 

"coal barons." Within a month, the strike was settled. The 
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students returned from the "Battle of Pittsburg," as they 
chose to call it, to resume their academic studies.4 

The issue over war and peace appeared to be between 
the "patriots" and the "pacifists." When both promotions 
and profits were · involved, it was difficult to be without 
prejudice. Lieutenant Sweet and Captain Bowen spoke to 
the ROTC in support of the revised Defense Act of 1920. 
They stressed the dangers of disarmament, using some ques
tionable illustrations, such as the fall of the Roman Empire 
being due to its disarming. We see "with our own eyes," 
it was said, "what happens to the defenseless in Armenia, 
Egypt, Morocco, Austria, and Germany."5 The army's Sev
enth Corps in Nebraska offered a hundred dollar prize to 
any military man for the best essay on "Preparedness-the 
Guarantee of Peace." 

There were informed people, both politicians and pro
fessors, who believed that international anarchy could be 
prevented only by international law. But international law 
was in need of a legal body to provide for its enactment and 
enforcement, such as the League of Nations, which would 
supposedly substitute law and order for war and anarchy. 
The debate over the league became a leading issue in the 
colleges of the country. Unless something constructive were 
done, the "war to end war" could become a prelude to 
another war. Fairmount students and faculty followed the 
arguments and the tortuous course of the League of Nations 
through Congress. The league was at first popular and had 
the approval of the president, a majority of Congress, a ma
jority of the state governors, a majority of college presidents, 
and a majority of the American people. Yet it lost. The 

' league was defeated by a determined minority in Congress, 
primarily for political reasons. Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 
led the opposition to the league, it is believed, in order to 
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belittle President Wilson. This attitude influenced the course 
of world events. 

Professor Nefl analyzed the League of Nations at chapel 
in March, 1919. Its purpose, he said, was to reduce the possi
bility of war. But he listed nine points against the league. 
He said it abrogated the established policies of the United 
States and he questioned its constitutionality. According to 
Nefl, the league would make the United States abandon its 
Western Hemisphere policy, referring to the Monroe Doc
trine. 6 The league, he continued, would interfere with 
"purely national interest and internal questions, such as 
race," and it would place the United States in a minor posi
tion in spite of its superior wealth. It would abrogate treaties 
which were in conflict with the league. Finally, he used the 
arguments of the Republican minority in Congress that the 
peace treaty should be separated from the league. The stu
dents might well have been more impressed by "the argu
ments against the league, even though some were not valid, 
than by the overall purpose of preserving peace. 

Students were also exposed to a defense of the league 
when they were addressed in October, 1919, by the Honor-· 
able Frederic Whyte of the British Parliament. Whyte sug
gested that, without a league, Europe was threatened by a 
renewal of its nationalistic wars. It was to prevent these 
from developing into general wars, he said, that Wilson 
urged the adoption of the League of Nations. 

Fairmount was always happy to welcome back its own 
students whose experiences earned them a right to be heard. 
One such alumnus was the Reverend Clifford Cole, class of 
1905, a pastor of Glendale, California, who spoke in 1920 on 
"The Hour of Man's Extremity." He reviewed the world's 
postwar conditions and found them bad. The United States, 
he said, had not lived up to its pledges for World War I. He 
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also thought that the 1920 political campaign was "the most 
partisan." To be sure, it was highly partisan, and some, 
obviously, were putting party above country. In spite of his 
pessimism, Cole had only good words for Fairmount, and 
the students liked him. 

By 1920, the issue of the league had become so involved 
in reservations and American politics that the students, like 
others, became quite confused and disenchanted. Starting 
with the Ivy League, students conducted polls with contra
dictory results. Of 138 students voting at Fairmount, 23 ap
proved the league with amendments, 42 with the Lodge 
reservations, and 73 repudiated both the league and the 
treaty. The faculty poll illustrated that they were as con
fused as were the students. Five were for the league with 
reservations, one for the League with the Lodge reserva
tions, and three would reject the league. President Warr en 
G. Harding, who seemed never to have fully understood the 
League of Nations, nor did his domineering wife, contrib
uted to the confusion. 

The war years were disturbing, and Harding urged the 
country to "return to normalcy," supposedly like those 
halcyon years before the war. This meant isolation. Yet 
speakers did continue to stress the responsibility of the 
United States in world affairs. When Homer S. Cummings, 
a great orator of the time, spoke to the Democratic Club at 
the Forum, several campus meetings were canceled to per
mit students to attend. Cummings stressed the need for a 
League of Nations to get the cooperation of all the civilized 
nations of the world. Then he pointed out that the missing 
link in the league was the United States, the only "civilized" 
nation not to be in the league.7 Cummings was disturbed 
by the partisan politics of those who attacked the league in 
order to repudiate President Wilson. After all, the league 
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was a bipartisan product. It contained four suggestions that 
came from Elihu Root; five, from William Howard Taft; 
and six, from Charles Evans Hughes. However, partisanship . 
was so extreme, said Cummings, that had Wilson asked for 
the ratification of the Ten Commandments or the Lord's 
Prayer, some of these "self-styled statesmen would suggest 
the documents are too vague in meaning."8 Repeated and 
generous applause indicated that Cummings had an appreci
ative audience. 

The outcome of the war had been disturbing to many 
Americans. There were, to be sure, a few who glorified the 
war as a patriotic gesture and who considered any war one 
wins as a good war. But in spite of winning the fighting 
part of the war, Americans were so unhappy about Europe 
and its wars that they would participate neither in its present 
peace efforts nor its future wars. Isolation may not have 
been intelligent, but to the average citizen it became a politi
cal reality, and to the administration, its foreign policy. 
Never again, said the veterans, would they fight Europe's 
wars. 

The 1920s witnessed new ideas and trends, such as the 
Youth Move-ment, notably in Germany and mildly imitated 
in America. An editorial in the Sunflower said that it was 
"fundamentally socialistic in character," and it was carried 
on as a "dastardly intrigue." "Patriotic" organizations 
thought "this breed must be stamped out, for it comes from 
the socialistic and communistic forces of the world, and the 
safety of our country may depend on its eradication."9 

The defense of war as an institution came strangely 
enough from a chaplain. Major Thomas J. Dickson, the 
chaplain of the Sixth Field Artillery, First Division, spoke 
at chapel in February, 1921. "War is not Hell!", he said. 
He spoke of the sentimental side of war and he glorified the 

FACING PosTw AR PROBLEMS AT FAIRMOUNT 

139 

.. 

... 

,, .. 



willingness of the soldiers to sacrifice their lives as "noble." 
He bragged about the Sixth Field Artillery's Battery C being 
the first American unit to fire a shot in the war. The Battle 
of Soissons on July 18 he rated as "the most glorious day in 
American history." Major Dickson was a friend and de
fender of the American "doughboy." He admired the ques
tionable glory of the war and not its destruction. 

A big event of special importance to the students was 
the Washington Disarmament Conference of 1921. The loss 
of life in World War I was estimated at thirty million. 
Students were interested in anything that would prevent the 
repetition of such a catastrophe. People were told that com
petition in building armaments could lead not only to 
another war, which it did, but it might also threaten world 
bankruptcy. 

President Harding opened the disarmament conference 
by expressing a hope for peace. He received a big ovation 
when he suggested that war be outlawed. Charles Evans 
Hughes, secretary of state and the official spokesman for the 
United States, suggested that there be no naval replacements 
for ten years. The delegates were said to be amazed at 
Hughes' bold proposal. On November 12, 1921, the Wichita 
Beacon printed a headline which declared that the "United 
States offers to sink thirty of its battleships." Britain was 
asked to do likewise and then declare a naval holiday. The 
proposal was not as wasteful as it appeared to be, since navy 
men in both England and the United States assumed that 
their ships were obsolete. They hoped to replace the old 
ships with new ships; otherwise, disarmament could mean 

, the loss of their jobs. One compensating condition was that 
England and Japan would end their pact for mutual support. 

In December the students at chapel heard an address by 
Will Irwin, the author of a book called The Next War. 
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Irwin lamented the fact that the agreements made at The 
Hague in 1907 had not been adhered to in World War I. 
Unless something could be done, he said, the next war would 
see the use of gas and of unmanned planes. He urged the 
United States to take the leadership in preventing such a 
catastrophe. 

Just before Navy Day, in 1922, D. B. Cudworth, one of 
Fairmount's former orators, spoke to the students at chapel. 
"The Navy," said he, "safeguards the nation's peace and 
prosperity." It "let America's justice and authority be known 
to the world and protects Americans abroad." He also called 
attention to the service the navy did in escorting American 
soldiers to Europe during the war.10 

When Kirby Page spoke at chapel, he denounced the 
nations who were supporting a system "so universally loath
some as war." He recommended reliance on a World Court 
and the absolute abolition of war.11 People were grasping 
for a straw to save themselves, and that straw was the World 
Court. The court could be useful, but it lacked initiative 
and it lacked enforcement. Yet the World Court was re
markably popular, supported by such prominent lawyers as 
Chief Justice Hughes, but opposed by a few who would have 
"no entangling alliances." 

Late in 1925 students throughout the country took a 
straw vote on joining the World Court, then an issue before 
Congress. The Fairmount students voted two to one in favor 
of the World Court. This, said a Sunfiower editorial, showed 
that the ROTC did not foster the war spirit. It was said 
to be a hopeful sign for peace. However, the national out
come of the student straw vote taken in 333 colleges favored 
the court five to one. The University of Kansas students 
were much closer,., to the national average than were the 
Fairmount students.12 
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The rejection of the League of Nations, the failure of 
the Disarmament Conference, the weakness of the World 
Court, and the policy of isolation, all contributed to the 
prospects of another .war in which students would fight and 
die. Each generation sets the stage for the next. 
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13 

Finlayson 
Presides over 

Fairmount 

Fairmount's presidents were remarkably able men; Fair
mount's faculty was competent and loyal; and Fairmount's 
students were a credit to the school and the community. 
Yet the presidents were in a way failures. Although they 
were economical men, they lacked adequate funds for the 
needs of the college. They begged and skimped in a most 
humble manner; they were occasionally terribly depressed, 
yet they showed outward optimism. Fairmount College had 
been developed into a competent educational institution, but 
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charity furnished only a meager and inadequate fund for its 
essential functions . . 

When Rollins gave up the presidency in 1921, the col
lege was so near to financial collapse that it actually ap
proached Friends University, its crosstown rival, to consider 
a merger. Friends was, however, anxious to preserve its 
denominational character and nothing came of the plan. 

The Board of Trustees tried once again to find a presi
dent who could restore Fairmount to economic solvency. 
Howard W. Darling predicted that this time would be Fair
mount's last chance. The man chosen to find a solution for 
Fairmount's solvency, or to be its last sacrifice, was John 
D. Finlayson, then a professor at the University of Michigan. 
The trustees had combed the country for a candidate for 
eight months before they agreed to offer the presidency to 
Dr. Finlayson. 

John Finlayson, a native of Ontario, Canada, was a 
Congregational clergyman. His first pastorate . was, however, 
in a Presbyterian church. He had studied in Germany and 
had earned his doctor's degree at Harvard. He had served 
as regional director of the YMCA in France during World 
War I. More important was his experience as educational 
director for the army in France and for the Army of Occu
pation in Germany after the war. He taught psychology and 
philosophy for a year at Dubuque, Iowa, and then he was 
appointed professor of psychology at the University of Mich
igan. 

Like Morrison, Fairmount's first president, Finlayson 
made a study of the economy of Wichita and the Midwest 
before accepting the presidency. The depression after World 
War I was not yet completely obvious, even though Midwest 
bankers and farmers were entering hard times. New prod
ucts, such as radios, refrigerators, and other modern con-

A HISTORY OF FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE 

144 



sumer goods, were in great demand, and an extended credit 
system . of "a dollar down and a dollar a week" staved off 
the depression until 1929, when the overextended credit and 
limited consumer reserve caused an industrial collapse. 

The businessmen with whom Finlayson talked were 
optimistic. Wichita had flour mills, packing plants, and oil, 
all surrounded by productive farms and ranches. Wichita 
had a well-balanced economy. Yet it was oil that discour
aged the East from helping Fairmount. Wichita was ap
parently wealthy and should be willing to help its faltering 
college, said the easterners. Although aware of Fairmount's 
.financial problems of the past, Finlayson overcame his 
doubts and agreed to accept the presidency. 

Dr. Finlayson had been on campus only a week when 
school opened in the fall of 1922. Fairmount was alive and 
moving when he arrived. His desk was piled high with 
work to be done. As work increased in the ·president's 
office, secretarial help became increasingly important. After 
several changes, in 1925 the president acquired the services 
of Helen McCausland, who was especially helpful during 
the transition to the Municipal University. · 

Finlayson's first public appearance was at the Fair
mount Congregational Church on September 10, 1922. He 
spoke of the history of Congregational colleges, of which 
Fairmount was next to the last to be established in the nine
teenth century. He then outlined his vision of what he 
hoped to do to improve the Fairmount facilities. His ambi
tion was to build a new science hall and new dormitories. 
The present chapel, he said, was too small, and Fairmount 
was in need of a fine arts building, since he did not think 
that being "stuck up in the attic" was sufficiently inspira
tional. He may not have been aware of how Miss Sprague 
had made her attic studio an inspirational center. The 
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John D. Finlayson, president, 1921-1926. 

ability and loyalty of the Fairmount faculty had already im
pressed him, but it was in need of better facilities.1 

President Finlayson addressed his first college chapel 
on September 13. The college had already become non
sectarian in practice, and none of the three pastors who par-
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ticipated in the convocation was a Congregationalist. Fin
layson' s topic was "Selected Lives," in which he stressed the 
good qualities - of college students. Since they were "se- . 
lected," he said, they had a special responsibility.2 He stressed 
the interdependence of people and the importance of the 
past. It was a thoughtful and thought-provoking address, 
sincere and sound. He concluded with the rather startling 
but truthful statement: "The self-made man does not exist. 
There is no such creature." 

Students soon found their new president to be "very 
democratic," "easily approachable," and "sympathetic to 
appeals of students." Even more important was the opinion 
that the president "will be better loved as he is better known" 
until he is accepted universally as the "Father of the Fair
mount Family."3 

. A big event in any college is the inauguration of a new 
president. Plans for the inauguration of President Finlayson 
in October were made by C. C. Harbison, Frank Neff, and 
Alice Isely. But that was the fund-raising period, so the 
inauguration was postponed until commencement time in 
June. 

C. C. Isdy, one of the early Fairmount students, gave 
the keynote address. Having observed what petty politics 
can do to a place like Oklahoma State University at Still
water, where a political appointment to the presidency led 
to a wave of faculty resignations, Isely pointed out how 
fortunate Fairmount was to be an independent school and 
free from "foolish politics."4 

In his address, Finlayson spoke of the importance of 
investing in colleges. He compared colleges, with millions 
of dollars invested, to the greatest industries in the United 
States. But, said he, colleges have more ability, more in
genuity, and more self-sacrifice and consecration than any 
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other industry. Fairmount College was "an institution that 
simply must succeed." With a "progressive and alert fac
ulty" and an "earnest" student body, Fairmount should and 
could serve the special needs of Wichita.5 In his baccalau
reate sermon, Finlayson urged his graduates to avoid any 
departure from the "accepted code of morals." He was also 
concerned about "Bolshivism, Militarism, and all the other 
. " isms. 

The fall term of 1923 opened with an optimistic speech 
by the president at chapel. He congratulated the students 
for being idealists and for postponing gainful pursuits in 
order to go to college. Since fellowship and association were 
important, he urged the students to join college clubs and 
societies-but not too many. 

· President Finlayson was in constant demand as a lec
turer. In the spring of 1923 he spoke at a state conference 
on "The Relation~hip of Fairmount College to the Educa
tion Interests of the Southwest." Oklahoma Congregational
ists recognized Fairmount as its "official college," and Fair
mount was called the "Educational Outpost of Congrega
tionalism in the Southwest." In Palestine, Texas, Finlayson 
spoke on "The Call of the Christian College" and "Congre
gational Men and the_ Christian College."6 

There was a great deal of intolerance in the land after 
World War I. War conditions and propaganda and its 
aftereffects tend to stimulate intolerance. One of the most 
disturbing trends was the revival of the Ku Klux Klan. The 
Klan became so strong in Kansas that most politicians dared 
not oppose it. William Allen White of Emporia dared, 

, however, to expose it as a monstrous force that would deny 
an individual protection by the law if he were black, deny 
the basic right of freedom of religion if he were Catholic, 
or constitutional rights if he were born a Jew. KKK mem-
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hers have been described as "bigots in bed-sheets." Its mem
bers took the law into their own hands; they were accusers, 
judges, and executioners; they acted secretly; they created a 
reign of terror, but paraded as . patriots. 

Dr. Finlayson was not a rabble-rouser but he was in
tellectually sharp and morally honest and he was brave. On 
February 3, 1924, he gave a lecture on the Ku Klux Klan 
at the United Congregational Church. He drew a big crowd 
and he spoke to it frankly and fairly, analyzing the psychol
ogy, the social background, and the human nature of those 
who participated in the Klan movement, a movement that 
called itself patriotic but which was in itself thoroughly "un
American." For a man who was seeking support for Fair
mount, this speech was a dangerous venture, but Finlayson 
treated the subject objectively.7 

Much work was to be done at the college, and Finlayson 
went to work on both big and little problems. Several aca
demic changes were made that year, including the estab
lishment of group requirements. These were intended to 
expose a student to new fields and to broaden his general 
education. A fixed number of hours were required in Eng-· 
lish composition, art, Bible, government, economics, physi
cal education, foreign language, psychology, and mathe
matics or science. These amounted to thirty-five credit hours 
of work. Four other groups were listed to fit a student's 
special interest. A clear line between lower division and 
upper division was made by requiring sixty-four hours of 
freshman-sophomore courses and an equal number of junior -
senior courses for graduation.8 

Miss Clough returned from a year's leave-of-absence in 
time for the opening of school in the fall of 1922. She had 
spent some time at Plainfield, New Hampshire, a resort fre
quented by the Cornish artist colony, including such artists 
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as Maxfield Parrish. How a poorly paid faculty member 
could afford to take a year off for travel is explained by a 
gift of $1,000 raised by the alumni.9 Although Miss Clough 
was pictured as a stern and thin-lipped dean who was capa
ble of keeping the girls within the bounds of her rigid regu
lations, Fairmount rejoiced at her return.10 Students did 
contrive to circumvent some of her more stringent restric
tions. From her, students learned that chewing gum in 
public was poor taste; chewing gum in class was forbidden. 

In a state meeting in Emporia on the teaching of Eng
lish, the main speaker was William Allen White, the "Sage 
of Emporia." He told the audience that modern literature 
was too inferior to be taught in the classroom.11 The confer
ence agreed that students knew little about grammar, so 
Miss Clough decided that all entering freshmen should be 
given a grammar test. 

Miss Sprague, speaking on lithograph techniques at a 
faculty dinner, used C. A. Seward's lithographs to illustrate 
her lecture. In December, 1925, the Reverend and Mrs. 
Clayton Wells had a surprise party for Miss Sprague at their 
home. Fifty-three of her paintings were assembled for an 

Elizabeth Sprague's art class, 1922. 
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exhibit. Seward, a distinguished Kansas artist and promoter 
of the Prairie Print Makers, gave the faculty an informative 
talk on art. 

Dr. and Mrs. Swartz returned from a trip to Germany 
in the summer of 1922. Swartz had seen Germany before 
the war and this time he saw its economy being destroyed 
by inflation. While he was there, the value of the mark 
decreased from 750 to 2,405 to the dollar. He took advantage 
of the dollar exchange to buy a complete outfit: a suit, hat, 
shoes, overcoat, necktie, and gloves, and all for $11.65. When 
he was asked which country he liked best, his answer was 
"America." Back on the job, this "great old man" continued 
to arouse his students' interest in oil geology by taking them 
on field trips to the oil fields of Butler County. 

Dr. Hazel Branch, who had earned · two degrees from 
the University of Kansas and a medical doctor's degree from 
Cornell, was appointed professor of biology in 1922. She 
gave up her plan to practice medicine for teaching prospec
tive medics. She won quick recognition, and the Fairmount 
College Bulletin for July, 1924, gave considerable space to 
her accomplishments. She returned to Cornell that summer 
and went to 'Foronto to attend a convention of the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science. There she met 
Dr. Best and Dr. McLeod, two of the discoverers of insulin. 
The last annual Parnassus for Fairmount was dedicated to 
Dr. Branch, only four years after she joined the faculty. Her 
greatest contribution was the introduction of an approved 
premedic course. 

Ralph , K. Schwab, with a Ph.D. from Chicago, was 
hired to teach education and philosophy, replacing Dr. 
Hayes, who was preparing a textbook on the Bible. 1Dr. 
Schwab was a very serious professor. One cannot question 
his industry, since he was known to have graded bluebooks 
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Zoology laboratory, presided over by Hazel Branch. 

while watching a football game, even occasionally g1vmg 
advice to the players in a somewhat subdued voice in keep
ing with his general character. 

Since Dean Hoare suffered from weak eyes, Dr. Titt 
was appointed dean and head of the mathematics depart
ment. He must have been a popular teacher, since the en
rollment in mathematics increased from fifty to two hundred 
during his administration. He was an enthusiastic supporter 
of student activities. After serving Fairmount well for three 
years, Dean Tiu resigned, to the surprise of all. 

After consulting a specialist at Chicago, Dean Hoare's 

eyesight was slightly improved. He was again made head 

of the mathematics department. The students, rating him 

as "one of the best instructors in the state," were glad to 

' have him back. He had held almost every administrative 

position at Fairmount, including acting president. 

Leo B. Slater of the University of Michigan was hired 
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to teach psychology. Looking over his new talent for some
one sufficiently capable and interested in administration to 
serve as dean, -Finlayson chose Professor Slater. Dean Slater 
was able to expand the curiculum, and new courses were 
offered in several - departments. He introduced the letter 
system of grading and a "C" average was required for grad

uation. He introduced a new freshman test in psychology. 

President Finlayson moved his laboratory from his home to 

the library, where he and Slater set up a kymograph to 

measure emotions. 
To replace Harbison, who had left for Oberlin, George 

Duncan Wilner, with a master's degree from the University 

College faculty, 1924-1925. Top row: Sam H. Hill, coach and 
physical education; Elizabeth Sprague, fine arts; Edith Furnas, 
modern languages; Elzy C. Shemwell, business administration. 
Bottom row: Helen Way Grimes, expression; Roy W. Elliot, 
business manager and mathematics; Mae B. Shultz, domestic art. 
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College faculty, 1924-1925. Top row: Frank A. Neff, economics 
and business administration; Flora Colby Clough, English lit
erature; Grace Wilkie, dean of women, home economics; Samuel 
E. Swartz, chemistry. Bottom row: Arthur f. Hoare, mathe
matics; Frank A. Power, dean of Conservatory of Music; Leon 

B. Slater, dean of college, psychology. 

of Michigan, was appointed professor of English and oratory. 
Wilner had shown a-great versatility in talent and ability. 

After he had participated in a Latin play as well as one in 

French, he was asked to take part in the Greek play 

Iphigenia in Tauris, and in Greek, at that. He memorized 

the words without knowing Greek. As a reward for his 
performance, the Classical Club of Michigan gave him a 

, watch. Wilner could have remained on the Michigan fac

ulty but he was especially interested in drama and assumed 
that he would have greater freedom to develop his own 

specialty in a small college. 
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Schwab, Slater, and Wilner showed their interest in 
pursuing their . education by returning to their universities 
.for special summer-school study. They must have been con
fident of the future of Fairmount; each bought a home in 
Wichita his first year. Only Wilner stayed, and he con
tinued to live in his home on North Holyoke Street, which 
had been built by Mr. Strong, one of the founders of Fair

mount. 

In 1923, Finlayson hired Roy W. Elliott, a graduate of 

the University of Michigan, as business manager and in
structor in mathematics. Elliott had some experience in 

construction work and had been employed by the Board of 

College faculty, 1924-1925. Top row: f oseph B. Sweet, military 
science and tactics; Hazel Elizabeth Branch, biology; Essie Marie 
Graham, history; Ralph Kendall Schwab, Bible and education~ 
Bottom row: /acquetta Mae Downing, languages; George D. 

Wilner, English and oratory; Annie Cloyd, physics. 
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College faculty, 1924-1925. Top row: Matier C. Bullock, assistant 
to the president; Julia Anna Smith, English and physical educa
tion; Alice McElin, English~ Bottom row: Reno B. Myers, music; 

M. Alice Isely, librarian, David McCartney, military science. 

Education of Topeka, where he reduced its maintenance 
cost by 50 percent. Though there was little that could be 
cut ·from the budget, Fairmount could use an economical 
man. 

Journalism was not yet a full-time teaching field. It 
was common practice to call on journalists from the local 
press, such as Charles B. Driscoll, a popular editor on the 
Wichita Eagle, who had been a special correspondent during 

World War I. He was full of interesting ideas on writing, 

and he told the students to study good newspapers, develop 

· a sense of humor, get a wide edrn~:ation, master the English 

language, get acquainted with the best writers, and develop 

a style by studying the styles of others. 
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Women's physical education was frequently a subject 
to be taught by teachers in other fields. Girls participated in 
athletics but they were given only limited physical education 
training. Dr. Frances Schiltz, having earned a medical de
gree at the University of Ontario in Canada, was appointed 
health examiner for the girls at Fairmount in 1925. She 
found the Fairmount coeds to be in remarkably good health, 
and only two enrolled for gymnasium were found to be 
unfit for physical exercise. The Sunfiower's comment was: 
"The girls received this helpful information for nothing 
and in many cases learned of conditions about their physical 
welfare that they did not realize should be corrected if they 
knew it existed."12 

During these years there was a healthy growth in en
rollment at Fairmount. When Finlayson came, the postwar 
wave of students entering Fairmount ·had reached 462. By 
including special and extension students, the number in
creased to 642. Because of lack of space to care for a large 
influx of students, the trustees planned to limit the fresh
man enrollment.13 There was a small decline in 1924, but 
in 1925, in spite of defeat at the polls of the plan to make 
Fairmount a municipal university, the enrollment was up. 

According to Finlayson, schools like Harvard, Yale, and 
Smith made their appeal to a monied aristocracy, thereby 
contributing to a plutocracy. This was so undemocratic 
that he thought the country might well do away with them. 
These schools, judging by later trends, may have agreed 
with his original estimate but not his solution. 

It was still the lack of adequate funds for the adminis
tration of Fairmount that disturbed Finlayson. The amount 
of money pledged by easterners, the Congregational church, . 
and Wichita citizens was quite generous, but charity had its 
limitations and was seldom adequate for the needs of a 
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growing denominational college. Yet Finlayson was deter
mined to make Fairmount succeed. He had three plans: 
the first was to campaign for funds; the second, to seek city 
support for the college; and the third, to merge with another 
college. 
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14 

Fairmount Athletics 

Physical activity was a natural outlet for college students, 
and it was easily converted into organized sports. The Oc
tober issue of the Sunfiower in 1896 had an article on the 
value of athletic training as a pertinent adjunct to mental 
discipline. _Athletic prowess was said to be a part of the 
nation's strength, supported by the slogan mens sana in 
corpore sano, "a sound mind in a sound body." 

The most popular sport at the turn of the century was 
baseball. A diamond could be laid out in any pasture or 
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reasonab_ly flat land or even in a vacant lot, and baseball 
took fewer players and less coaching than football. In the 
spring of 1896 the Sunfiower announced: "Athletic Asso
ciation, Attention! The robins have come; spring is here! 
Why not organize the baseball team now?" The baseball 
games were played with spontaneous spirit whenever a con
test could be arranged. 

The baseball game to be played with Southwestern 
College in 1903 was so popular that there was a special train 
to carry the fans. For several years the big event in baseball 
was the Memorial Day game between Fairmount a.rid 
Friends. This event was terminated when the Kansas legis
lature passed a law to prohibit baseball on Memorial Day. 

'Fairmount College baseball team, 1907. Back row: C. Burton, 
W. Martin, G. Salter, H. Darling, Z. Wetmore (manager), W. 
Davis, A. Salter, L. Darling, M. Merry. Front row: W. James, 

V. McCluggage. 
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In 1904 Fairmount hired Walter P. Grantz as baseball coach 
and promoted a full intercollegiate schedule. 

Golf had traveled a long way since it was prohibited 
in Scotland for interfering with archery. The authorities 
decided in 1457 that both "futeball and golf be utterly cryit 
down, and nocht usit." Fairmount had only a six-hole golf 
course. It was Dean Isely's opinion that the golf course 
would be "the best sustained and most popular amusement 
of the college student." 

While "futeball" and golf had their critics in Scotland, 
there were a few who ridiculed football in America and 
who would banish it from the college campus. Dr. D. K. 
Pearson, one of the largest donors to Fairmount, had noth
ing but contempt for college football, "over which," he said, 
"our students ... are making such consummate fools of 
themselves, and by allowing which the presidents and fac
ulties are making idiots of themselves."1 But football got 
an early start at Fairmount. In 1896, under the sponsorship 
of Theodore Morrison, the son of President Morrison, a 
pickup team was organized. Morrison was both captain and 
coach. Since there were no eligibility rules, he also played. 
He was not the athletic type physically, but he was never
theless enthusiastic about competitive sports. He was unable 
to get eleven players out for practice at any one time; the 
team was still short on the day of the game to play Wichita 
High School, and three players were nonstudents. 

Fairmount's first football game with Friends University 
was played in 1898. A heated argument over Friend's plan 
for their coach to play on the team delayed the game; but 
even without the coach, Friends won, 5 to 0. The first of the 
Thanksgiving Day games was played in 1899. It became 
the top sports event in Wichita, with the fans of the two 
schools about evenly divided and highly partisan. 
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Football at Fairmount began to take shape in 1900 when 
S. H. Hess, a Wichita pharmacist who had been a Univer
sity of Kansas player, agreed to coach its team. Football 
expenses that year, including the coach's salary, were approxi
mately five hundred dollars. Fairmount was willing to take 
on all comers, from high schools to the state universities of 
both Kansas and Oklahoma. Ambitious and optimistic, 
Fairmount moved into big-time athletics when it agreed 
to play Kansas State at Manhattan. Fairmount was foolish 
to play the Aggies, it was said, and this was also the opinion 
of the Aggies. Due to a fumble, Fair mount lost by a score 
of 5 to 6. No athletic rift had yet broken the friend! y rela
tions between Friends and Fairmount, and the Friends stu
dents came to the Fairmount-Aggie game wearing Fair
mount colors and rooting for Fairmount. 

Fairmount did well in 1903, winning six out of eight 
games, claiming the championship of both Kansas and 
Oklahoma. In 1904 Fairmount hired A. F. Holste, an ath
lete who had played on Coach Alonzo Stagg's winning Chi
cago team in 1899, as its first full-time coach. Holste coached 
a good team, with Roy J. Kirk as manager and Graham 
Foster as captain, and Oscar Hoop, later to be commander 
of Fairmount's ROTC, as the quarterback. 

From the very first, Professor Isely encouraged athletics; 
his brother Fred was the president of Fairmount's first Ath
letic Association. In 1901 Dean Isely and friends of Fair
mount got a donation of a hundred dollars from Sam H. 
Hess, a Wichita businessman, and fifty dollars from the 
streetcar company for an athletic field to be known as Hess 

, field in the College Hill area. A fence was built around the 
field at a cost of four hundred dollars.2 

Until 1906 the cost of football was borne primarily by 
the students. The trustees then voted that three dollars of 
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· every tuition fee collected be used .by the Athletic Committee. 
This, they said, was "in no wise a precedent."3 

The appointment of Edgar M. Leach as field secretary 
for Fairmount in 1904 gave a new stimulus to athletics. The 
Arkansas Valley - Interscholastic meets grew from fifteen 
participating schools to ninety. Its attendance in 1908 reached 
two thousand, and that year seven A VI records were broken. 
Its stated purpose was "to stimulate higher appreciation of 
the old Greek sports." The faculty turned out in force to 
participate as starters, timekeepers, judges, and supervisors, 
and so did the downtown sports fans. 

Although Fairmount won the game with Southwestern 
College on November 23, 1905, the Sunfiower said that it was 
"one of the dirtiest games ever witnessed by man or 
wo:man."4 Football was a rough game and there was a grow
ing reaction against the brutality of this "barbaric" sport. 
Outing Magazine published an article on "The Evils of 
Football," which was reprinted in the Sunfiower, December, 
1904. Theodore Roosevelt suggested that more humane 
rules should be tried. He also suggested the use of the for
ward pass. 

A post~season game between Fairmount and Washburn 
to test the new rules was played on Christmas day, 1905. Roy 
J. Kirk, manager of the Fairmount team, wired Walter 
Camp for information on the rules. In the new rules, there 
was a penalty attached to slugging; but slugging by the de
fense would draw only a fifteen-yard penalty, whereas slug
ging by the offense would draw a twenty-five-yard penalty. 
If the slugging got to be too violent, a player could be ejected 
from the game. There was only one penalty during the game 
with Washburn.5 Both teams claimed credit for having 
thrown the first pass. The first pass by Fairmount was by 
Bill Davis to Art Solter. 
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Football team in action, 1907. 

The rule that caused the most difficulty was the · one 
which required a team to make ten yards in three downs 
instead of five yards in two downs. In the Fairmount
Washburn game, only seven first downs were made by both 
teams. The game was a kicking contest, ending with no 
score on either side.6 Neither coaches nor players favored 
the new rule, and it was soon changed to give a team an 

extra down to make the ten yards. Making a score of five 

was generally the result of a drop-kick. If the distance of 

the kick was less than twenty-five yards, a field-goal counted 

five points; if it were more than thirty-five yards, it counted 

six points. 

There was nothing like football to stir the student spirit 

at Fairmount. Willis Bates, a former Fairmount player, was 

hired as coach in 1905. On November 10, 1906, the Sun

fiower carried the biggest headline in its history. The top line 

across the page read: "VICTORY"; the second headline 

read: "WHEAT SHOCKERS SHOVE SONS OF ICHA

BOD ALL OVER THE FIELD." The game was closer 

than the headlines would imply: Fairmount 7, Washburn 
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· 6. On the following Tuesday, Fairmount defeated the Kan
sas State Aggies by a score of 12 to 6. 

Eligibility . rules were lax, but a disagreement over the 
eligibility of two players in 1906 was so controversial that 
Fairmount and Friends severed athletic relations. Their 
game ended in a scoreless tie. 

Basketball had an early start at' Fairmount, and much 
of Fairmount's later athletic fame rested on its basketball. 
Unofficially, the women were ahead of the men in promot
ing the game. Helen Reilly, class of 1901, was said to have 
been the inspiration for Fairmount's first basketball team 
for women. Its first men's team was organized by six players 
in 1905. Vv alter Roseal Martin, a long-time resident of 
Douglass, Kansas, became interested in the game when he 
saw Dr. James Naismith demonstrate basketball at a Cha
tauqua meeting at Winfield.7 The ball was thrown into a 
fruit basket nailed to a wall. Percy Bates, five feet eleven, 
was the tallest man of the Fairmount team. Courts varied in 
size and there were no out-of-bounds, nor was there any 
time-out. The ball was returned to the center for a jump
ball after each goal. The first team did not win many 
games, but' Fairmount moved up dramatically to become 
national champions twenty years later. 

Fairmount's athletes broke many state records during 
its first decade. Claude Larimer broke a mile record in 1898 
by running the mile in 4 minutes, 50.4 seconds. In 1902 
Robert Lewis made a pole vault record of 11 feet and 5 
inches. In 1903 records were broken in the 100-yard dash 
at 10.2 seconds; and the shot put, at 31 feet and 7 inches. 
In 1906 Bliss Isely broke the 880-yard record in 2 minutes, 
50.4 seconds. Fairmount took first place in the state meet at . 
Topeka in 1907, largely because Art Salter broke the 120-
yard hurdle record in 17 seconds, and the 220-yard hurdle 
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Women's basketball team, 1905-1906. Back row: Louise Wallace, 
Erma Keister, Lola Sexton; front row: Blanche Day, Hazel 

Cortner, Kate Busenbark. 

in 26 seconds. The next year Howard Darling broke the 
hig~ jump record at 5 feet and 7 inches. 

When Roy J. Kirk, the manager, had arranged for a 
football game to be played with the Chilocco Indian School 
during Wichita Carnival Week, the posters were to read: 
"Chilocco Indians vs. Fairmount." This was criticized for 
being too tame. When Kirk was asked about Fairmount's 

nickname, he said that it had none. So he was told to 

"think up one." Like a lot of other football players and stu

dents, Kirk had worked in the harvest fields to earn his 

college expenses. At that time binders left bundles of wheat 

to be shocked. Shocking grain was an opportunity for foot

ball players to become physically fit and financially solvent. 
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With this in mind, Kirk is supposed to have suggested the 
name "Wheatshockers." Whatever its source, the nickname 
has · been used since 1904. 

President Morrison was fond of sports, and football was 
his favorite. He was sympathetic to athletics, but was "a 

Men's basketball team, 1905-1906. Back row: Walter Martin, 
Claude Davis, Percy Bates; front row: Elmer Crooke, Lawrence· 

Abbey, Bliss Isely. 
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quiet spectator, as befits his character." President Thayer 
was also a strong supporter of athletics, and Fairmount had 
some remarkably good years and a few bad ones during his 
administration. Although the rivalry with Friends was sus
pended in 1906, the rivalry with Southwestern replaced it as 
a stimulant for college spirit. 

Graham Foster had played six years for Fairmount, and 
then he played three more years at Yale. Walter Stahl did 
equally well; he played six years at Cooper, two at Fair
mount, and one at Washburn. Fairly strict eligibility rules 
were made at the 1907 meeting of the Kansas Athletic Con
ference, limiting athletes to four years of college par.ticipa
tion.8 

At the Topeka Conference in 1910, it was agreed that 
no student was allowed to play "if he is found by the faculty 
to be delinquent in minimum required work ... or has 
any conditions of failure in his required work." This put 
a lot of pressure on th,e faculty. The athlete carried a card 
with a list of his courses, and the professor's approval was 

necessary for each one. Another provision of national impor

tance was that which prohibited a student from playing for 

pay.0 When, in 1914, the Athletic Association decided to 

give life passes to lettermen, Bliss Isel y wanted the action 

rescinded because ·it smacked too much of "professional
ism."10 

Fairmount's first victory in 1907 was against the State 

Normal School, Alva, Oklahoma, whose team came in a 

variety of uniforms-some of the players wore tennis shoes. 

The team was probably as much of a pick-up as were the 

uniforms. Fairmount trounced the Alva team 51 to 0. Then 

it gave an unmerciful beating to Christian University of 

Enid, Oklahoma, beating it 111 to 0. Fairmount was de-
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feated by Washburn and the Kansas Aggies, but it was a 
good year in spite of losses.11 

When Willis Bates was rehired as coach in 1907, the 
Sunflower's comment was: "Every one is rejoicing, smiling, 
and shaking hands. The whole school spirit has a warmer 
tinge to it." Fairmount did well in the fall of 1907, scoring 
296 points to 44 for its opponents. 

Bates had ambitious plans for the following year. The 
Sunflower predicted that Fairmount would have its "great
est football season in history" in 1908. On the list of school 
which Bates hoped to play were the University of Kansas, 
the University of Oklahoma, the University of Arkansas, 
but only Oklahoma accepted. Fairmount lost to Oklahoma 
by a score of 12 to 4, but Oklahoma gave Fairmount credit 
for being the toughest team it had met that year. Fairmount 
scored a total of 256 points against its opponents' 32.12 

Coach Bates resigned after four successful ·years at Fair
mount to become coach for Oklahoma State University at 
Stillwater. One hundred and fifty alumni, faculty, and stu
dents gathered for a farewell reception for Bates, and each 
group had a spokesman to praise the departing coach. · 

In 1908 the students were pushing their demands for a 
gymnasium. Howard Darling, whose father was on the 
Board of Trustees, was one of the participants and promoters 
of football, as was his brother, Lyman Strong Darling, class 
of 1909. In a new comment the Sunflower in May, 1906, 
said: "If the boys want anything, be it a baseball mitt or a 
horse and buggy, they call on one of the Darling brothers." 
When the students made an appeal for a gymnasium, it was 
Howard Darling who was chosen chairman to raise the 
necessary money. By March they had raised one half of 
the cost of the building. Building the gymnasium in 1908 
was like a community barn-raising affair. An appeal was 
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made for "everybody that can rustle a hammer or saw" to 
come in overalls "to help the big building up." They had 
the barn-like gym ready for basketball in the spring.13 

In September, 1909, Roy K. Thomas was hired as the 
new coach and athletic head. He was a popular athlete from 
Olivet, Michigan, where he was known as "Big Tom." In 
addition to his athletic qualifications in football, basketball, 
and track, he had won second place in the oratorical contest 
in Michigan and he was an active YMCA man.14 

In 1909 the Kansas Aggies walloped the Wheatshockers 
by the overwhelming score of 71 to 0. Never before had 
Fairmount suffered such a defeat, and never before had 
Kansas State scored so high. The Wheatshockers were far 
from being a beefy team, the average weight being slightly 
over 160 pounds. Only one man, Clarence Stone, was over 
six feet tall, and he weighed 184 pounds; "Irish" O'Hara, the 
smallest man on the team, was five feet four and weighed 
135 pounds. Under Coach Thomas in 1910 . the Wheat
shockers won six games, tied one, and lost two. Having lost 
only one game in 1911 ( and that was to the Aggies at Man
hattan), Fairmount was declared the Kansas Champions.15 

· After having won a great reputation · as an athlete at 
Harvard, E. Van Long came to coach Fairmount in 1912.16 

He had played five years of college football. He was a 
member of Harvard's famous football team of 1910, and he 
also earned his letter in baseball and showed promise as a 
boxer. But 1912 was not to be one of Fairmount's good years. 
As toastmaster at a football banquet in 1912, Professor Neff 
made the most of a bad situation and expressed the hope 

, that the community would now realize that Fairmount had 
not overemphasized athletics. 

Fairmount was determined to restore its prestige in foot
ball in the fall of 1913. Willis Bates was rehired as coach. 
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Football team, 1915. 

E. V. Long had been replaced after his one disastrous year, 
but he assisted the new coach, as did Professor Clyde H. 
Plank, the principal of the academy, who was a former Fair
mount athlete. 

Oyster stew was the popular item on the menu during 
those days. When Mrs. W. S. Bates, the coach's wife, enter
tained the athletes in January, 1914, she gave an oyster sup
per with variations. Her meal started with an oyster cock
tail, followed by stewed oyster with celery and olives, then 
a course of escalloped oysters with sandwiches, and a fourth 
course with fried oysters and biscuits.17 How else would one 

have them? 

The trustees gave athletes special recognition in 1914 

when they voted to create a Department of Athletics. The 

first to head the new department was Harry C. Buck, listed 

as Coach and Director of Physical Education. Buck had 

been educated in the YMCA training school in Springfield, 

Massachusetts, and had served successfully for three years as 
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the physical education director at Wichita High School. 
His slogan was "clean playing leads to clean living." Among 
the stars of his Fairmount team were "Dad" Koby, Carnot 
Brennan, "Ikey" Wetmore, "Red" Davis, "Lardy" Jordan, 
and "Shelly" Shellenberger. Buck stayed at Fairmount only 
one year; he was succeeded by Lamar Hoover. 

When Frank A. Neff attended the state athletic meet 
at Topeka in December, 1914, new rules were adopted to 
raise the eligibility standards. Freshmen were not to play 
on the varsity team if a college had more than two hundred 
students. Restrictions are seldom popular, and the public 
has shown little sympathy for such professorial meddling. 
"They fight their football games in a faculty meeting nowa
days," grumbled an old fan. He was surely wrong when 
he said, "football is getting to be a sissy affair." Pete Light
ner, sports editor for the Wichita Eagle, spoke of an epi
demic of "purification" which the layman does not under
stand. 

On February 8, 1915, the Sunflower carried an article 
recommending the "Andover idea" of "sports for everyone." 
It was critical of the situation where "only husky football 
me·n receive attention." But an editorial suggested that this 
plan could mean "de.ath to athletics in schools the size of 
Fairmount." 

By 1915 plans were under way for a new gymnasium, 
estimated to cost $35,000.18 But the "barn" was not yet to 
be replaced, for World War I postponed the building of a 
new .gymnasium. In the meantime, it was recommended 
that showers and lockers be put into the old gym. 

In 1912 President Thayer, Professor Binnewies, and 
Coach Long proposed a renewal of athletic competition 
with Friends after a six-year lapse. The appeal was that a 
football game should be played for charity, with one-half 
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of the profits going to the Wichita hospital and one-fourth 
to each of the schools. In spite of the urging by the Sun
fiower not to harbor an old grudge, several meetings were · 
held before the administration got approval from the older 
students. Fairmount was victorious in three out of four 
Thanksgiving games, but its victory in 1916 was followed 
by student battles throughout the night. A 6 to 6 tie was 
broken when "Tiny" Pierce barely got his drop-kick over 
the finger tips of the Quakers to make the score 9 to 6 in 
favor of Fairmount. 

The Sunfiower devoted the whole front page to the 
Fairmount victory and five columns to the postgame battle. 
The headlines read: "Hoover's head wins greatest contest 
ever'_'; and, for the second event: "Fought all Night."19 

Under the leadership of J. Linn Beebe and John Knightly, 
a few daring Fairmount fans, exuberant and unrestrained, 
plastered posters all over town and on the Qauker campus. 
Friends men dashed out from the shadows of the trees and 
bushes and overpowered the Fairmount frolickers whom 
they imprisoned-fourteen of them. The unfortunate four
teen were se~ to work scrubbing off the insulting posters. 
They were required to sing the· Quaker songs and kiss the 
Quaker emblem. When Knightly refused, red barn-paint 
was applied to the captives. Their pictures were taken, each 
Fairmounter with an "F. U." painted on his forehead. A 
report of the incident was brought to Fairmounters who 
were having a midnight snack at an all-night restaurant. 
Scouting parties went out to capture strays from Friends. 
Hearing the cries of a Friendsman, Dale Critser, a promi
nent Friends athlete, gathered some compatriots in his car 
and caught up with the Fairmount raiders' car in front of 
the Fairmount headquarters, unfortunately, and there Crit
ser was captured. A few alumni joined in the fracas. Cars 
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from both schools convened on Main and First and there a 
battle royal took place. Finally, the Fairmounters, joined 
by Paul Wellman, H. 0. Davis, and Harry Christopher, 
turned the tide; they "hogtied" their opponents. Eight 
Friends men were "interned" in Fiske Hall. Before any 
further conflicts could take place, President Stanley of 
Friends called President Rollins of Fairmount and arranged 
an armistice and an exchange of prisoners. Que/le nuit! 
Handshakes and smiles marked the end of the war.20 

Although the rivalry between Friends and Fairmount 

frequently got out of hand, it was no more exciting than the 

intercampus rivalry between Fairmount and Southwestern 

of Winfield. Following its 41 to 3 victory over Fairmount 

in 1912, the Moundbuilders made a limestone slab on which 

the score of that glorious game was inscribed. On this sinis-

The Hoodoo Memori'al commemorates a football game with 
Southwestern College, 1912. 
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ter slab was pictured a smug, black cat, wearing a black 
bow t~e; and, below the cat, the score that humiliated 
Fairmount. The memorial became a tombstone, and "the 
most sacred posses_sion of Southwestern students." It was 
set up in a pseudo-serious ceremonial, with appointed offi
cials burying Fairmount in a black and yellow coffin. The 
"preacher" gave a most "heart gripping" sermon. The 
Southwestern College yell was substituted for prayer. The 
students were given a final look into the coffin which con
tained a skull, possibly a bovine skull from the laboratory. 
Then came the torch-light parade, after which the students, 
according to their "inalienable right," stormed a theater 
without paying. 

After Southwestern defeated Fairmount 29 to 7 in 1913, 
several loyal Fairmount students, led by Harold Chance, 
made a midnight raid on the Hoodoo cemetery . and "spir
ited" away the slab with the record of Fairmount's defeat. 
The word "spirited" was appropriate. Shortly after _ the ob
noxious stone had been stored in Fiske Hall, the boys in 
the dorm were affiicted with smallpox. The memorial stone 
was a hoodoo, a jinx. Then the memorial was relegated to 
the library. Southwestern students, unhappy about the loss 
of their memorial monument, broke into the library, rescued 
it, and took it back to Winfield. But they did not return it 
to the Hoodoo cemetery; it was placed in a secret spot, safe 
from the pilfering fingers of the Fairmounters. That de
pressing memorial had caused so much distress and so many 
defeats that it would be the duty of loyal Fairmount fans 
to remove its evil influence. 

The conflict over the Hoodoo slab became a sort of 
cause celebre. Brennan, Beebe, Red Davis, and others made 
several nocturnal reconnoitering expeditions to Winfield. 
Lincoln LaPaz and Miss Phil Hanna went to Southwestern 
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and posed as prospective students during registration in 1917. 
They pretended to be the children of a wealthy oil man 
from the Augusta area. Their father had insisted that they 
go to Southwestern College, they said, and here they were 
registering. They did not pay their fees but said that their 
father would write out a check for the whole amount. They 
appeared to have plenty of spending money and treated 
the students to ice cream. Then they said that they had 
heard a jolly good story about a Jinx and wanted to know 
what it was all about. In apparent innocence, they asked to 
see this powerful stone which had jinxed the Fairmounters. 
Completely taken in, the Southwestern students showed 
them the stone in the college vault. While Miss Hanna 
asked dumb questions, LaPaz "cased the joint" and dis
covered a ventilator shaft to the vault that could be sprung 
from within. Then they all went out and had more ice 
cream at the expense of the two "wealthy" greenhorns from 
the oil fields of Augusta. 

The Fairmounters wasted no time. The next night a 
group of Fairmount students drove to Winfield. Worried 
over _a couple "spooning" in a parked car, they hid in the 
shadows until midnight. LaPaz knew his way to the venti
lator, lowered himself to the floor, sprung the lock which 
opened the safe, and opened the door. The treasure was 
there. So back to Fairmount came the flying squadron with 
the jinx in their possession. The raiders waited for chapel 
to assemble on Monday; then the "disheveled, tattered, and 
haggard men struggled up the aisle bearing a huge stone 
and singing Fairmount shall shine." Pandemonium broke 
loose. Never in the history of Fairm0unt had there been a 
more exciting chapel. It was contagious; all class conflicts 
were forgotten and the whole of Fairmount was united into 
one jubilant and rejoicing melting-pot. Even the faculty 
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Lincoln La, Paz and Phil Hanna (right) with the Jinx, 1917. 

reacted with unprecedented glee and "jigged with joy." 
Arthur Hoare, that dignified and dutiful dean, lost his cool 
and is reported to have said: "I don't give a hang if we don't 
have school for a week." That "give a hang" was surely a 
bold euphemism for stronger words. The Jinx was safely 
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stored in a bank vault. Fairmount would no longer have 
to fight "against the uncanny, inexplicable, enervating, and 
baleful influence of the Hoodoo."21 

The twelve boys and the two girls who participated in 
the purloined Jinx escapade were students of distinction on 
the Fairmount campus, and they organized the Jinx Club. 
The club was a secret group and a source for school spirit, 
possibly on the sinister side. The 1919 Parnassus published a 
picture of the club, with Lincoln LaPaz in the center, his 
pompadour hair rising in great waves as if it were charged 
with electricity. It also pictured the Hoodoo tombstone with 
its humiliating score of 41 to 3. 

Yet, the possession of the diabolical Hoodoo failed to 
protect Fairmount from its traditional foe at Winfield. After 
the war, President Rollins felt that peace in Europe should 
be followed by peace in Kansas. He suggested that the 
Hoodoo memorial be made an annual trophy for the winner. 
But the Fairmount Jinx Gang would share it with no one. 
It must be destroyed. 

Before meeting the Moundbuilders in the fall of 1919, 
Fairm.ount fans took the sinister stone to a place on the 
Cannonball highway, west of Wichita, and blew it to bits 
with nine sticks of dynamite. It was to no avail. South
western defeated Fairmount 20 to 0. LaPaz, or "Link" as 
he was called, could only give the lame excuse that one of 
the sticks of dynamite must not have exploded. In 1920 
neither team scored. In eight years, half of the Shocker
Builder games had ended in a scoreless tie, and in 1923 the 
score was 13 to 13, a jinx number for both. A copy of the 
original Hoodoo memorial was restored by Southwestern 
in 1921. 

Lincoln LaPaz was also involved in the intercollegiate 
friction between Friends and Fairmount. He planned to 
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capture pigeons from their roosts in the Friends tower, at
tach the Fairmount colors to them, and release them at the 
Thanksgiving Day game. He got caught in the act but he 
had a ready explanation for his Quaker captors. His poor 
old mother, he said; had no money for a turkey for Thanks
giving and he was merely providing her with some food. 
Such filial devotion aroused a sympathetic feeling on the 
part of the captors and they let Link go. This did not stop 
him from pursuing his collegiate prank. He got his birds; 
and on the day of the big game, the pigeons, happy not to 
have been made sacrificial substitutes for a turkey, were 
released to fly across the Fairmount field with black and 
yellow streamers floating in the air as they headed for their 
roost in the Friends tower. Link had done it again! 

LaPaz was not only a college prankster, he was a bril
liant mathematician. He was one of two to have earned 
the honor of a summa cum laude degree in Fairmount's 
history. He studied at Harvard and was for many years a 
professor at the University of New Mexico, where he be
came one of America's leading authorities on meteorites."22 

Athletics ,during the war were somewhat erratic and, at 
times, in complete disarray. By the time Dr. Finlayson came 
to preside over the affairs of Fairmount in 1922, athletic 
competition had been fully restored and a number of new 
activities were added. There was renewed interest in tennis, 
the beginning of competitive swimming, and the introduc
tion of horse-shoe pitching as an intramural sport. Sam 
Hill, as coach from 1922 to 1925, was largely responsible for 
the widening interest in sport. 

Fairmount produced strong competitors in state and 
national track meets, even having contestants for the Olym
pics. William Nicholson, known as the Maize "Jackrabbit," 
participated in the Olympic try-outs in Boston where he 
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placed seventh. He was also to have a chance to compete 
with Paavo Nurmi, the "flying Finn" who held a world 
championship, but illness prevented Nurmi from racing in 
Kansas City.23 Track meets had been greatly stimulated by 
the annual Arkansas Valley meets at Fairmount. In May, 
1926, Fairmount was host to the twenty-third annual AVI 
meet with ninety schools participating, its largest meet on 
record and its last. 

Basketball victories compensated for losses in football. 
Henrion Gymnasium, built in 1920, gave a real boost to 
basketball. The 1921 team, coached by Lamar Hoover, was 
the undisputed champion of the Kansas Conference. Only 
two men from the all-star team returned the next year. Yet 
this team defeated the Los Angeles club, which was rated 
the best in the West. Lindsay Austin led Fairmount to a 
29 to 17 victory over the Los Angeles team. This gave Fair
mount national recognition. 

The first year under Coach Sam Hill, the Fairmount 
basketball team won six out of nine home games and eleven 
out of seventeen games for the season. For the first time the 
team participated in the tournament in Kansas City. There 
it won two games but lost the third. 

The last year of basketball at Fairmount was a year to 
be talked about. An important factor in Fairmount's success 
was the success of the Wichita High School team, which 
won the national championship in 1925.24 Among the high 
school champions was Ross McBurney, and he was chosen 
for the All-American team when he played for Fairmount. 

An interesting sidelight on football in 1922 was the 
broadcasting of the game with Emporia Teachers over radio 
station W AAZ of Emporia to a studio in the Beacon Build
ing. One listener said: "It makes me feel as if the real thing 
were taking place right before me."25 ·He made no recorded 
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comment about the Teachers defeat of Fairmount by a score 
of 27 to 0 . 

. The Turkey Day game with Friends on November 30, 
1922, was a game to remember by Friends and a game to 
forget by Fairmount. The Wichita Beacon publicized it by 
a bold headline all across the front page: "FOOTBALL 
KING H ERE TODAY." There had been rain in the morn
ing, and then the sun broke through to invite an immense 
crowd to see the battle of the year on Island Park. The odds 
were even, said the Beacon, and the first half ended happily 
for Fairmount which led by a score of 3 to 0. Then came 
the debacle. Friends' strong backfield broke through the 
Fairmount line for great gains and a decisive victory. "Never 
before," said the Beacon, "did a Friends University eleven 
so utterly humble their rivals from the hill."26 

Sam Hill's first football year looked as bad as Hoover's 
last but it ended well. Fairmount won only one home game 
out of five, and only three out of ten for the season. The 
Southwestern game was considered so important that a 
special train carried the Shocker fans to Winfield. The 
game was play,ed in the rain, and it ended in a scoreless tie. 

T he Thanksgiving game with Friends ended with the 
Quakers, "touted as th~ state champions," being defeated 
by Fairmount by a score of 6 to 0. This assured Hill a sec
ond year at Fairmount. The score was the · first to be re
corded on the base of the stone football which the Midian 
Shrine had donated as a trophy for the winner in the annual 
game between Friends and Fairmount.27 

T he Thanksgiving game with Friends in 1924 was billed 
as the "greatest event of the school year." Only one touch
down was made in the whole game, and that one by Fair
mount, repeating the 6 to O score of 1923. It was a grueling 
contest and yet Mike Vermillion played every minute. This 
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may not have been as unusual as it appeared; what was 
unusual was that Mike had played every minute of every 
game for the season. John Paul Dale "Mike" Vermillion, 
who hailed from Lyons, Kansas, was given special recog
nition for this remarkable record; he was nicknamed "Sixty 
Minute Mike."28 

Leonard J. Umnus from the University of Illinois re
placed Coach Hill in 1925. He appeared to be a determined 
and tough coach. The Haskell Indians gave Fairmount a 
real shellacking by the humiliating score of 35 to 0. But the 
Indians had such a good team that it did not seem to matter. 
The Sunfiower's headline read: "Fighting Fairmount Grid
sters hold Husky Indians to 35-0 score," keeping in mind, 
of course, that the Indians had the 35. 

The game that produced the greatest enthusiasm was, 
however, the game against Southwestern which resulted in 
a double victory, a victory over Southwestern and a victory 
over the Jinx. This game was rated as "Kansas' greatest grid
iron battle." Fairmount squeaked by Southwestern by one 
touchdown and a score of 13 to 7. There was, consequently, 
no school on the following Monday. The faculty celebrated 
the. victory with as much enthusiasm as the students. Ralph 
Schwab, the peaceful_ professor of Bible, helped to carry a 
banner and was ready to defend it in battle. Professor 
Swartz, in spite of his age, danced a jig, and, with the privi
lege of his age, kissed the president's charming secretary.29 

The following year at chapel, he recounted the events of 
that happy day and, with a twinkle in his eyes and a wiggle 
of his bushy eyebrows, concluded in his deliberate way: 
"And then I kissed her." 

A downtown parade, an ROTC review, and a pep
chapel preceded the Fairmount-Friends game that year. 
The game was attended by the largest crowd to have watched 
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a football game in Wichita up until that time. Friends, 
with a lighter team, was ahead up to the last minute. Then 
Harold Isely, an inexperienced quarterback, threw a forward 
pass to Jess Kellog, who had not caught a pass all season, 
and that play won the game for Fairmount with a score 
of 9 to 7. This was a fine finish for old Fairmount's last 
football game with its city rival. 
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Students 

Fairmount Institute prepared its students for Fairmount Col
lege, not only in academic courses but also in moral disci
pline. Its rules and regulations were rigid. Students acted 
like students, and that justified rigid rules. Fairmount's 
rules were made to fit the times as well · as the age of the 
student. Two of its societies bore descriptive names, the 
"Angels" and the "Irrepressibles."1 The latter was, no 
doubt, more accurate! y named than the former. A student 
might acquire demerits as well as credits, and those who 
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accumulated more than twenty-five demerits were instructed 
to withdraw. "Fairmount Academy," said C. P. Clark, the 
dean, "does not aim to reform, but to teach that which is 
highest and noblest. All who do not wish to conform to the 
rules and regulations, would better not matriculate."2 So, 
if one did not wish to conform, he should stay away; if one 
entered and failed to conform, he would be expelled. That 
left only good students. 

With such careful screening and selection, the students 
of Fairmount College should have been models of perfec
tion. But no matter from which school they came, they were 
in need of guidance. Rules were as rigid for the college 
students as they had been for the Institute. In its first cata
logue Fairmount College warned: "No student is allowed 
to visit the room of a student of the other sex." This was to 
be expected, but it also declared that "all Sabbath and eve
ning associations between the sexes, except by special per
mission, is prohibited." Chapel meetings were to be a daily 
devotional occasion; students were to attend church every 
Sunday; and they were to have Bible study every week. 

Attending college was in itself a new experience. Every 
year · brought in a new batch of neophytes to be organized 
and to be institutionalized and, it was hoped, educated. Both 
the president and the faculty took a personal interest in the 
students, and for years the enrollment was small enough 
to permit every student to be known even by the president 
of the college. 

The first Fairmount College newspaper was edited by 
Professor W. H. Isely and published in January, 1896, Fair
'mount's first year. "Printer's ink," said Isely, "is the most 
effective agent in advancing the interests of any undertak
ing." He would have the paper reflect the life, deeds, and 
sentiments of Fairmount, and support the college. The stu-
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dents took over the publication of the paper in 1898. Ac
cording to its editorial policy, "no word against the school 
. 1 d " 1s to erate . 

Naming the paper The Sunfiower was the inspiration 
of someone taking a walk along a path on campus hill, 
hearing a meadowlark pouring forth a rapturous melody 
while seated on a nodding sunflower. Both the meadow
lark and the sunflower were considered for the name. Nam
ing it for the meadowlark, with its black chevron on its 
yellow breast, would have been in keeping with the black 
and yellow colors of the college. 

The Sunfiower was at first published "every little while," 
but it soon became a bimonthly; not until 1907 did it be
come a weekly newspaper. The subscription price was fifty 
cents a year. It was a literary magazine at first, with such 
articles as "The Influence of the Bible on Tennyson's 
Poetry." The second issue had an article on the benefits of 
studying chemistry, and a "Sketch of Tammany Hall." 
There were also articles on world affairs. It had its critics, 
and one student criticized it because it "treats of things tem
poral rather than things eternal." 

The Isely family continued to be active participants in 
the publication of the Sunflower through most of Fair
mount's history. W. H. Isely's brother Fred was on the first 
staff. In 1902 Charles Isely was elected manager. Bliss 
Isel y was the editor in 1906, and four years later Dwight 
Isely became the managing editor. In 1909 the Sunfiower 

announced: "An Isely every four years." Paul and Manley 
Wade Wellman were nephews of the senior Isel ys and both 
served on the Sunfiower staff. When Paul left for military 
service in World War I, his wife, Trudy Tobias Wellman, 
became his successor. The first woman to serve as editor of 
the student paper was Lili Zeininger in 1898. Phyllis Rollins, 
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the attractive daughter of President Rollins, was the editor 
in 1920. Her joyful spirit spilled over into the Sunfiower 

and gave it a touch of humor. 
Quite a number .of students who worked on the Sun

fiower staff became successful journalists and writers. Wil
liam E. Wilcox and his wife Mollie Warren Wilcox became 
the owners and editors of The Democrat in Wichita. Gar
land Ferrell and Helen Reilly Ferrell were both on the staff. 
At Harvard, Mr. Ferrell wrote for the Daily Crimson and 
the Harvard Lampoon, and he was one of the founders of 
the Harvard Illustrated Magazine. When he later became 
the managing editor of the Wichita Eagle, he spoke to the 
Sunfiower staff on how to write a news story. Roy J. Kirk, 
also a Sunfiower editor, became a reporter on the Saint Louis 
Globe Democrat. In 1925 the Sunfiower staff and the Par

nassus staff organized a Press Club. 
In 1902 the junior class published the first Fairmount 

College yearbook. Its editor was Muriel Finn of Sedgwick, 
whose father William Finn was Wichita's first school
teacher. Muriel was a popular student known as "Finne
gan." The nine junior girls outnumbered and outvoted the 
boys · and after considerable discussion named the yearbook 
Parnassus for Mount Parnassus, which the Greeks assumed 
to be the center of the world. The Parnassus was supposed 
to picture Fairmount from the students' point of view and 
that could be both critical and complimentary. The editor 
of the first Parnassus chose to illustrate the freshman class 
by their baby pictures-all eighteen of them. 

President Morrison's personal interest in students was 
shown when Helen Reilly came from Anthony to Wichita 
by train to enroll. Who should meet her at the station but 
the president of the college. He took her in his buggy to 
Holyoke Hall, where she lived for four years. Helen did 
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well in college. She played basketball and wrote a column 
for the Sunfiower. After graduation, she married Garland 
P. Ferrell, whom she met in Professor Roulet's French class. 

Student activities were both encouraging and disturb
ing. While there was considerable stimulating rivalry be
tween the literary societies on the campus, the most con
spicuous rivalry was that between the classes. The hazing 
of the freshmen was done by the sophomores, and the rivalry 
between the juniors and seniors could easily erupt into irre
sponsible action. Theoretically, these rivalries were outward 
manifestations of school spirit. 

Not only did the freshmen have to wear green caps but 
they were subject to numerous regulations. Infractions were 
frequent and punishment prompt. For a first offense, the 
punishment might be that the victim must perform a menial 
task. But a second offense could be punished by ten swats 
or lashes. The paddles were restricted as to size, but the 
severity of the paddling varied according to the personality 
and power of the one yielding the paddle. After World 
War I there was a national reaction against traditional pad
dling, a practice which was sometimes abused by the more 
sadistic students. Running the gauntlet was forbidden at 
Fairmount, nor should anyone inflict punishment on a 
freshman without permission of the president of the sopho
more class.3 The big event for the freshmen was the burning 
of their green caps in the football field after Thanksgiving. 
They were then assumed to have been properly initiated 
into college life. It is an anomaly that the most uncivilized 
and obnoxious practices of a primitive society should have 
taken root in our colleges, which are supposedly the centers 
of our civilization. Hazing of freshmen and initiates was 

traditional but it was primitive and barbaric. 
The wearing of the cap and gown to chapel had become 
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a respected ceremonial for the seniors. In 1903, after the 
seniors stole the ice cream which the freshmen had pur
chased for a party, the freshmen evened the score by stealing 
the seniors' caps and gowns and brazenly wearing them to 
chapel. When Miss Clough tried to act as mediator, she 
was told that the caps and gowns were turned over to a 
pawnbroker for money to pay for the ice cream. But the ice 
cream was later paid for, and the seniors donned their caps 
and gowns for chapel. 

Chapel was an all-college activity, even more than ath
letics, since chapel attendance was compulsory. As a formal 
gathering of the whole school, it became the communica
tion center for announcements of any and all college activi
ties. Chapel complemented the classroom and the textbook 
education. Its chief function was to serve as a center for 
religious devotion. 

Many of the chapel speakers were preachers, but speak
ers came from all over the world and spoke on many sub
jects besides religion, and especially on the value of educa
tion. When effectively presented, these lectures might even 
determine a student's future lifework, his choice of a political 
party, an occupation, or a profession. 

When the underdassmen stole the senior, caps and 
gowns in 1920, they boldly wore them as they paraded into 
chapel. This was too much for the seniors and, led by Birch 
Stuart, who could crush the freshmen "by the sheer ponder
osity of his elephantine bulk," they made an attack which 
led to a riot and the riot led to bedlam. But the seniors were 
outnumbered, and Stuart, Baker, Gross, and Wellman were 
l'ater found tied to a tree. The Sunfiower's casual comment 
was that the incident had livened up an otherwise dull 
chapel.4 

Among the most prominent preachers to speak to the 

A HISTORY OF FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE 

190 



Fairmount students was the Reverend Charles M. Sheldon, 
author of In His Steps. Sherwood Eddy, the secretary of 
the YMCA in Asia, was listed as "an extraordinarily power
ful speaker." He spoke in 1911 on the awakening of the 
Orient and its unpredictable future. He expected to see 
China "in possession of all the machinery of modern war
fare."5 Billy Sunday, that flamboyant evangelist, came to 
Wichita in 1911 and again in 1914. His suggestion to stu
dents was: "Go to college and get an introduction to your
self." His sermon was "a rousing success," and even the 
formal faculty was favorably impressed.6 

Most lectures were laudatory of college life. However, 
a highly critical lecture by Ernest Fox Nichols, president of 
Dartmouth, was printed in some detail in the Sunflower. 
"Colleges have taught too many things of a useless nature/' 
said Nichols. A college graduate~ he said, should start work 
at fifteen dollars a month; adding, "he probably isn't worth 
it." He is not a "finished product, he is the rawest." 

Nichols must have had problems with his students at 
Dartmouth. "Dissipation," he said, "is the biggest evil to 
cope with today." This was before the days of LSD. But 
he had a solution: "if youth insists on dissipation instead of 
applying himself to studies he should not be sent to college, 
but out on a farm." 7 Of course, in Kansas, a lot of the col
lege students came from the farm. World War I changed 
even this simple solution, as one learns from the song: 

How're you gonna keep 'em down on the farm, 
After they've seen Paree? 

The students were delighted to hear Dr. Swartz tell 
amusing stories of his trips to Europe. Like so many travel
ers, Swartz found even the annoyances and difficulties amus
ing after he had returned. As for the English, he said that 
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they had two problems: in the first place, he could not 
understand their language; and secondly, they drank too 
much liquor. The local papers had quoted him as saying 
that every girl had "a red nose and rosy cheeks, from im
bibing too much alcohol." At chapel he tried to clarify this 
by saying that he did not mean "that all rosy cheeks were 
caused by alcohol."8 

Many a chapel convocation turned out to be an occasion 
to dun the students for the support of a variety of causes, 
such as Fairmount in Turkey or some other missionary 
movement; there were requests for support for every build
ing program; and there were athletic events, parades, parties, 
and conventions to be paid for. After W arid War I students 
were urged to donate to the World Christian Student Fed
eration. This service, backed by Herbert Hoover, was pro
moted by Ben Cherrington, a successful YMCA official. In 
1921, when Fairmount was near bankruptcy, Cherrington 
raised $279. Not all students took these periodic requests 
with equal dedication. One donation included five streetcar 
checks, a Canadian quarter, and a paper clip. 

Participation in musical organizations gave the students 
an opportunity to travel. Ed Leach, student recruiter, 
brought the Women's Glee Club along on his visits to 
neighboring towns to arouse an interest in Fairmount. In 
1905 the club performed in Sedgwick, Newton, Partridge, 
Nickerson, Great Bend, and Sterling. In · 1910 Fairmount 
sent the Men's Glee Club on a concert tour all the way to 
the Pacific Coast, with the Santa Fe railroad providing a 
private coach and paying the fare. The glee club stressed 
classical music, with the Blue Danube making the biggest 
hit. 

For several years, debate, drama, and oratory were ex
tracurricular activities. The Athenian society was organized 
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Fairmount College band, 1909. 

in Fairmount Institute in 1892 "to cultivat~ the arts, talents, 
and graces which aid oratory."0 This was followed by the 
Zetasophians, called the "Zetas," out of which grew Sorosis 
sorority. The pdmund Burke Society and the Disciples of 
Demosthenes were organized to stress oratory and debate. 

Speech, debate, and drama were developed in student 
organizations, combining the educational with the social. 
The oldest of the men's literary societies of Fairmount Col
lege was the Men of Webster, and its main interest was 
debate.10 When the Webster society became too large, a 

second society was organized in 1905 and named Theodorian 

to honor that "beloved president" Theodore Roosevelt. Stu

dents called them "Teddies," "Grizzlys," and "Rough Rid

ers." Like the Theodorians, the Senators broke from the 

Websters to form a new debate society. 
After the "rush" parties the sororities listed the girls 
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whom they would prefer, and the girls listed the sororities 
which they would prefer to join. "Preference day" was above 
all a red-letter day for the girls. If the two preferences co
incided, then the new girls were notified and became 
pledges. If a first choice did not coincide with a bid, a 
second choice would be accepted. For the unfortunate girls 
who were not chosen, there was dismay and heartache. A 
society was organized for these girls, but they could not 
escape the feeling that they were rejects. Rather than sub
mit, some of them left college. 

After Gwendolyn Graham returned from a student 
meeting at Milwaukee she came to the conclusion that so
rorities caused more rivalries and distractions than they were 

worth. She boldly proposed that they be abolished. But 

Dean Wilkie favored them and defended them. Miss 

Senior play cast, 1909. 
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Graham's idealism was considered to be rash radicalism and 
' she became persona non grata with the influential dean. It 

took months to heal the breach. The sororities were dis
tracting but they satisfied a basic desire to belong. They 
kept their pledges busy and gave them a lot of advice and 
experience. Socially, they contributed much to campus life. 

When Graham Foster and Walter Stahl were not made 
members of a men's society, they organized the "Barbs" to 
compete with the "frats." Both men were top football play
ers and popular leaders on the campus. Their motive was to 
"fight the frats." In a sense, the Barbs formed an organiza
tion to fight the organizations.11 

Societies and clubs could be organized for almost any 
purpose or interest. In 1920, according to the Sunflower, 
"Fifteen of the fire eating, rusty, carrot headed cohorts" 
assembled after chapel and organized the Red Headed Club. 
For officers they elected "Red" Harvey as president, "Rusty" 
Gano as his assistant, and "Sorel Top" Harp for "pushing 
the pencil and operating the purse strings." Jacquetta Down
ing was its carrot-topped professorial representative.12 One 
of its charter members was "Carrot-top" Billingsley, later to 

become Mrs. Carnot Brennan. 
By 1922 there was considerable discussion about chang

ing Fairmount's literary societies into social fraternities and 
sororities. Not only did the Sunflower come out against this 
change but so did President Finlayson. Such fraternal or
ganizations, it was said, ran counter to the democratic tradi

tions of Fairmount. 
Dancing on the campus was prohibited, and no student 

organization was permitted to sponsor a dance off-campus. 
The Board of Trustees became quite concerned over an 
Alpha Gamma dinner-dance on March 10, 1922. The Alpha 
Gamma spokesman said that the banquet was given by the 
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Alpha Gamma society but that the dance was given by 
alumni of the society.13 In the same year, when the Webster 
society held a dance contrary to rules, the trustees ordered 
its house closed. No action was taken until the faculty could 
make its recommendations. By November, 1925, the Student 
Activities Committee recommended that students be per
mitted to hold dances on the campus where they could be 
supervised, but permission was postponed.14 

Among the most active organizations were the Young 
Men's Christian Association and the Young Women's Chris
tian Association, conveniently called the YM and YW. The 
YW long had the reputation of being "Fairmount's most 
enterprising society." The YM and the YW also put on the 
get-acquainted party or the "mixer" at the opening of school. 

The annual trip of the YWCA and the YMCA to the 
Estes Park Conference at the "Y" Camp was a most valuable 
experience. There they met for religious lectures, for in
formal discussions, for romance, and for recreational trips 
into the Rocky Mountain National Park. After their return 
the delegates gave enthusiastic reports on the meetings and 
the beauties of Colorado. The Estes Park Club was an out
growth of the YWCA participation in the Estes Park Con
ferences. 

The Student Volunteer Movement had grown rapidly 
after the war, and in 1924 Fairmount sent six delegates to a 
convention in Indianapolis. There they broke down de
nominational differences and discussed race relationships 
and the problems of people throughout the world. One of 
the most powerful speakers was Harry Hale, a Negro, who 
said that blacks want to become "good American citizens." 
"The cheerful Negro," said Hale, "is learning to hate the 
white man." Students were receptive to these new ideas. 

Conventions became an all-school educational experi-
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ence when the delegates gave their reports at chapel. Arous
ing an interest in current problems was good education. War 
also came under criticism, and some went so far as to ques
tion the merits of the ROTC. Others came to the conclusion 
that "unless civilization conquers war, war will conquer 
civilization." 

There were many ways in which to honor the most 
attractive coeds on the campus. There was the election of a 
Parnassus girl, a Kodak girl, and the Honorary Captain of 
the ROTC. Wildeana Withers, as "Miss Wichita," went to 
the national beauty contest in Atlantic City in 1925. A man 
could be honored by the women voting for "Fairmount' s 
Favorite Don." 

On March 26, 1926, the Sunfiower announced in large 
headlines that the women had elected Jim Klaver as "Fair
mount's Favorite Don." Archie Booth, that debonair man 
from Derby, ran a close second. Klaver, from Kingman, 
had been active in many student organizations and a popular 
athlete. He said that he was surprised to have won since he 
had not "played the field" but dated the same girl during 
his four years in' college. 

Although Americans freed themselves from kings and 
queens by revolution, they continued to hold them in high 
esteem. College students were traditionally fond of electing 
"queens." The most important was the May Queen, sur
rounded by a bevy of beautiful retainers. There was even a 
Dandelion Queen for the Campus Clean-Up Day. May Day 
was a happy day, partly because classes were dismissed. It 
was a day of entertainment and a day of participation in 
sports: a track meet, a baseball game, and a tug of war 
between the classes. The athletic events, which also included 
the faculty, were the most exciting events of the day. 

A rustic bench around the trunk of a cottonwood tree, 
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east of Fairmount Hall, was designed by Miss Sprague. It 
was called the "Spoonholder."15 If one came to college to 
seek a husband or wife, then the Spoonholder contributed 
much to this extracurricular function. In September, 1921, 
the Sunfiower published a lament over the deterioration of 
the Spoonholder. Harold Malone in 1922 expressed the fear 
that, if it were not rebuilt, "the coming generation will not 
be properly versed in the art of Campusology." The Spoon
holder, through the efforts of the Men of Webster, was 
restored and romance was revived at Fairmount. One dare 
not say that romance had not flourished as usual during the 
interim. 

There was traditionally a strong opinion against students 
getting married while in college, and the authorities as
sumed it to be almost a crime. Anyway, it was frowned 
upon. But even love came under scrutiny. Editorials in 
eastern papers, copied by the Sunfiower, suggested that love 
affected one's grades, unfavorably, we assume, and it was 
said to affect one like ill health and .financial difficulties. 
But one editor suggested that love may also cause a man to 

want to succeed. However, as Fritz Hauck supposedly said: 
"Irt der spring a young man's fancy causes a lot of dem to 
get flunked." 

Like Fiske Hall, Holyoke Hall had its own self-govern
ment with representatives from each class, carefully super
vised by the dean of women. Holyoke Hall had its taffy 
pulls on Saturdays. Jazz music was not permitted on Sun
day.16 The men were required to leave by 9:30 P.M. and the 
girls were to be in bed by 10 o'clock. 

Students did not accept all of these rules without pro
test. The Sunfiower fulminated against "Despotic Rule" and 
boldly declared: "Tyrant Faculty Issues Ukase which threat
ens the Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness."17 In 
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The spoonholder, 1924. 

reality, the rules did not "abolish" the pursuit of happiness, 
it merely put a time limit on the pursuit, such as up to 10:00 
P.M. and restricted to three days a week, or some similar 
restraining regulation. 

When Helen Billingsley was president of Sorosis, Dean 

Clough came to the conclusion that the girls were not be

having properly. Helen said she was not aware of any 

misdeeds on their part, adding that the girls had not done 
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anything she wouldn't do. The dean did not question this 
standard. Helen then suggested that the dean might speak 
to the girls, and this she did. It was rather disconcerting, 
yet with relief, that · the dean had no particular criticism 
to make. 

Fairmount was made aware of its faults by a group 
which organized the Hammer Club. Its main purpose was 
to criticize, and its criticisms were frequently caustic. But it 
did offer suggestions for remedies. In 1917 its president was 
Paul Rex Brees and its vice-president, S. Carnot Brennan. 
Organized cirticism may have been preferable to personal 
and irresponsible criticism. The Hammer Club's motto was: 
"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock-and knock-and 
knock." 

At the turn of the century, a woman's dress was a matter 
of moral concern. When Dean Isel y heard that the boys 
were making remarks about the "short skirts and pretty 
legs" of Mollie Wilcox, Isely sent Mollie to see Miss Clough, 
the judge of such moral matters. Mollie had worn a suit 
which was quite appropriate for the bicycle which she rode 
to s~hool. Even though the skirt was longer than a midi
skirt, it did reveal a shapely ankle-and at chapel, at that. 
Since Mollie played for the singing at chapel she was given 
the privilege of practicing on the college piano. Anxious to 
retain this privilege, she told Dean Clough that she was 
sorry that she had caused Isely any worry and she promised 
to correct her chapel costume. 

Having witnessed a dramatic reading by an "artist" in 
a sleeveless, low-cut gown of tight-fitting black velvet, Miss 
'Wilcox read the same poem at a commencement contest in 
a dress similar to that worn by the artist, assuming that the 
costume and the elocution made a harmonious combination. 
She won last place in the contest, and this, said her teacher, 
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was because the judges did not approve of her "immodest 
exposure. "18 

As the faculty assumed greater regulatory authority, the 
students said that they were treated like little children in
ste~d of adults. The faculty was accused of stepping on the 
tender toes of sensitive youngsters. "The faculty meetings 
during the past semester," it was said in 1912," "have worked 
great havoc to the self-government theory and there is a 

general feeling among the students that their personal liber
ties are being infringed upon." Students recognized the 
need for academic rules, but they insisted that they were 
over-regulated and "harassed." Many of the rules could better 
have been made, they said, by a Student Council. 

In order to increase the power of the students over their 
own affairs, six men students met with the Women's Stu
dent Cabinet and framed a constitution for a Student Coun
cil. It was a popular move and the students gave it their 
hearty approval at a chapel meeting in May, 1912. The 
students spent three weeks in preparing its constitution, 

which was then approved by the faculty. 
Cheating in a church school was known to be a reality · 

but it was not something to be tolerated. However, to limit 
interference by the faculty, the Student Council first made 
a study of methods of cheating,- and then it introduced an 
honor system to be administered by the students.rn Perhaps 

it helped, but the system did not end cheating. 
Occasionally there was an individual outburst against 

the whole educational system. In 1925 one unhappy student 
protested against the "puerile rules concerning assignments, 
hours, points, and so forth." Rules were necessary for the 
first two years, he suggested, but not for mature students 
like juniors and seniors. This was a surprising blast from 

the traditionally submissive student body. 

STUDENTS 

201 



In the early days of Fairmount most of the leading 
faculty members were Republicans. The student interest 
did not appear to be especially partisan and some adhered 
to "papa's party." The students showed interest in national 
politics when prominent personalities were involved. When 
Theodore Roosevelt split the Republican party in 1912, there 
were great repercussions in Kansas. When Roosevelt came 
to lecture at the Wichita Forum, about two hundred Fair
mount students came to hear "the world's greatest citizen," 
as he was billed. Henry J. Allen, publisher of the Wichita 
Beacon, introduced Roosevelt and assured the people of 
Kansas that Teddy placed "personal rights above property 
rights." In four Kansas college polls Roosevelt received 
twice as many votes as any other candidate. La Follette led 
Taft by 161 to 109; Woodrow Wilson ran fourth with 101 
votes; Bryan had 75; Champ Clark, 46; and Eugene Debs, 
21.20 

Although most were Republicans in politics, students 
were willing to support Democrats whom they liked. Such a 
man was Will Ayers, Democratic congressman from Kansas. 

When Charles Evans Hughes, then governor of New 
York, spoke in Wichita, a whole section of the tabernacle 
was reserved for Fairmount students. Hughes was described 
as one of "the great men in both parties." He stood, said his 
partisans, for "right against wrong."21 How a politician 
could stand otherwise was not explained. 

Fairmount students became quite aroused over the 
Wilson-Hughes campaign in 1916. Henry J. Allen spoke 
to a chapel audience and was critical of President Wilson's 

, Mexican policy. Wilson, he said, ought to intervene before 
foreign nations do, and so defend the Monroe Doctrine. 
Wilson did what Allen wanted him to do. He sent General 
John J. Pershing into Mexico in a futile chase after Pancho 
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Villa and thereby aroused new hostility towards the United 
States and "Yankee Imperialism." 

· Fiske Hall was the center of campus politics, campus 
spirit, and campus escapades. It was occasionally governed 
by a "mayor," elected for his qualifications as a bouncer. 
"Law and order" were traditionally within the authority of 
a kangaroo court. The Yell ow Dogs could, by their own 
delegated authority, provide forceful guidance for delin
quents among the uninitiated lower class. The first floor was 
a place for "slickers, glad-handers, bookworms, and lady 
killers." The second floor was occupied by the "collegiate" 
set and office holders. The third floor was the "jungles," 
occupied by dark and difficult inhabitants. If a lower floor 
occupant went to the third floor and did not return in five 
minutes, his friends held funeral services for him. Such was 
Fiske Hall, according to its "inmates." 

While riding a streetcar on their way to Fairmount one 
day, some students saw a "handsome young man with a 
skeleton head pipe" entering the car. Then came a voice: 
"Ah-the schmell of that vile poipe." A lady in black stood 
up and gave the women passengers a warning: "Young 
ladies, beware! Never marry a man who uses vile tobacco. 
Make him give up his pipe or you. By so doing you will 
save many a home and many a young man."22 The spokes
man was none other than Carry Nation, the crusading 
celebrity of Kansas, giving the Fairmount girls advice on 
the pitfalls of pipe smoking. 

"Lady Nicotine" was not to be tolerated on the Fair
mount campus. The penalty for infraction of the "law" was 
a two-week suspension for the first offense. For the second 
offense, it was an "indefinite furlough." In other words, if 
one were cau oht smoking twice he would be denied an 

b ' 

education-at least at Fairmount. 
There were even greater restrictions on drinking. It 
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may seem shocking that a student acting as a delegate to a 
YMCA Conference in Kansas City with a five dollar ex
pense account should return with a bottle of the forbidden 
booze. Several of his Fiske Hall friends shared in the excit
ing and secret experience of imbibing a bit from this bottle. 
The secret got out. The Student Council held court and 
suspended the guilty ones. When President Rollins heard 
about the escapade and the suspension, he called the culprits 
in one by one and questioned them as to what the reaction 
would be when they came home, suspended from college. 
Then he grinned, withdrew the suspension, and kept the 
students in school. These students later became good citi
zens and active supporters of the college. Had the suspen
sion been upheld, it could have done more harm than good.:~3 

Dean Hoare ran into a traditional difficulty when con
ducting a field trip for his surveying class. The boys sur
veyed a watermelon patch with its ripening distractions. 
Stealing watermelons had its risks, but it was such a national 
tradition as to seem almost respectable. Only by rapid 
transit-by foot-were the surveyors able to escape from the 
irate owner. 

The highest recognition for a student was being elected 
to the Honor Five. This honor was based on activities and 
achievements in college life in addition to scholarship. The 
Honor Five were selected in their senior year by the faculty. 
The first students selected for the Women's Honor Five 
were Ruby Jackson, Marion Conrow, Helen Billingsley, 
Hazel Beeson, and Pearl Wood, in 1917. The first members 
of the Men's Honor Five were Horace Baker, H. 0. Davis, 
Charles Cone, Lincoln LaPaz, and Birch Stuart, in 1920. 
Baker later became a professor at the University of Wichita; 
LaPaz, at New Mexico; Stuart, a science teacher at Newton 
High School; and H. 0. Davis, a businessman. The success 
of the Fairmount alumni is itself a big story. 
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16 

Finlayson 
Financing Fairmount 

While traveling across the Atlantic, Henry J. Allen, manag
ing editor of the Wichita Beacon, met Finlayson, whom he 
described as "a spirited and talented man of enthusiasm and 
patriotic devotion." Finlayson was then on his way to super
vise the education program for the American Expeditionary 
Forces. Allen was glad to welcome him to Wichita and he 
was willing to support his Million Dollar campaign. He 
compared Fairmount to a factory for its economic value to 
Wichita with the additional advantage of providing an edu-
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cation. Colleges were being overcrowded after the war, said 
Allen, and Wichita should keep its doors open to those who 
desire an education.1 

Finlayson entered upon his presidential duties with the 
optimism necessary for success. The faculty was doing well 
and school spirit was excellent, but Fairmount needed money 
to expand facilities and enrollment. Finlayson figured his 
plans would require a million dollars and after the first 
million, possibly another million. He boldly predicted that 
in ten years Fairmount would have ten modern buildings 
and a thousand students. He underestimated the enroll
ment, but he overestimated the number of buildings; in ten 
years there were 1,213 students but there were only five 
buildings. Having set his goal, Finlayson made his appeal 
to Wichita to support a Million Dollar Campaign. If suc
cessful, Fairmount could then get off its knees and stand 
proudly on its feet. 

William J. Hutchins, president of Berea College in Ken
tucky, was a speaker at the fund-raising banquet. He boldly 
declared that it should not be a college president's duty to 
raise money; that was the duty of the trustees. No matter 
how ·true this might be in theory, it had never been true of 
Fairmount-previous presidents had been primarily fund
raisers. When Finlayson was appointed, it was expected 
that he would devote most of his time to educational matters. 
Shortly before Finlayson arrived, Asa R. Crawford was ap
pointed as assistant to the president and financial director, 
and it was his duty to manage the Million Dollar Cam
paign.2 He was ambitious and able, young and enthusiastic. 
He was not "a long-faced professor," said the Sunfiower, 
but a "jolly good fellow." By October he had three hundred 
and fifty workers for the fund-raising campaign. Parades, 
luncheons, and banquets helped to advertise Fairmount 
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Day.3 But President Finlayson was not free from the fund
ra1smg ·campaigns. 

· President Mendenhall of Friends University said that 
the most momentous decisions in Wichita were not made in 
factories but on the college campuses of Wichita's two col
leges. Speaking to the fund-raising committee at the Lassen 
Hotel, Nels Darling of Oklahoma City made some com
ments about the University of Hard Knocks; its colors, said 
he, were "black and blue"; its college yell was "Ouch!'' On 
the first day of the drive, it was announced at the luncheon 
that nearly $100,000 had been pledged. The actual figure 
was $73,152, and even that was more than the promoters had 
anticipated. Dr. Finlayson was so optimistic that he said he 
would raise $100,000, provided his two hundred workers 
would raise the other $200,000. In spite of its splendid start, 
the drive did not make quite one-half of its quota of 
$300,000. But the campaign closed with a banquet which 
was to be characterized by singing and laughter. Anyone 
talking business would be "kicked out." Pessimism would 
mean defeat. President Finlayson was determined to suc
ceed or come to the deplorable conclusion that Wichita did 

not want higher education.4 

The Wichita Eagle published a long list of donors, with 
donations ranging from fifteen cents to $10,000. Fairmount 
students pledged $3,570, and the alumni pledged $7,655. 
Fairmount appealed to neighboring towns for aid, and the 
response was good. Anthony pledged $1,315; Ponca City, 
$600; Newton, $1,800; and Ashland, $1,125.5 Other appeals 
were made to the students in the spring. If the students 
would raise $40,000 to endow a professorship, a businessman 
offered to match it. Mr. Crawford pressented the plan in 
chapel in May, 1923, and suggested that, if every student 
would secure a pledge of $20 a year for five years, the $40,-

FINLAYSON FINANCING FAIRMOUNT 

207 



000 could be raised. Students helping Mr. Crawford to 
canvass the city raised a "cool thousand." A. A. Hyde, the 
perennial friend of Fairmount and other church schools, 
pledged $10,000 on the condition that six others would give 

$5,000 each. Among the donors of $5,000 were Louisa A. 
Henrion and S. E. Swartz. 6 

After the death of her husband, Katherine S. Ransom 
of Los Angeles, formerly of Wichita, asked R. L. Holmes, 
her attorney, to suggest a safe investment for her estate. 
Holmes suggested that she leave it in a trust fund for Fair
mount. So she left $15,000 with Wheeler, Kelly, and Hag
ney Trust Company of Wichita. This was later increased to 
$75,000. This fund eventually made it possible to support a 
department of religious education. Finlayson urged the 
trustees and lawyers to seek additional funds from wills and 

annuities. 
Ever since the Morrison administration, Fairmount had 

been waiting for a grant from William H. Swett to build a 
dormitory for girls. Swett died in 1924 and left $50,000 to 
Fairmount. Of this, $5,000 was assigned as a fund from 
which the interest could be used for a prize to the graduat
ing senior having the highest scholastic average. Since the 
bequest did not specify- that its use be restricted to a dormi
tory, it was, except for the scholarship fund, allocated to 
the general fund. 

President Finlayson balanced the budget and announced 
a surplus of $15,821.96. The endowment grew until it 
brought in returns of $4,876.65 a year. Yet the funds were 
still quite inadequate for a growing college. Since he could 
not save Fairmount by his Million Dollar Campaign, Fin
layson sought another solution. His solution was startling. 

He proposed to give the college to the city as a gift, to be 
owned, administered, and supported by the city. Finlayson 
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at first discussed his plan quietly with friends. There is "a 

great deal of talk of late of a new municipal university to 
be founded in Wichita," said the Sunfiower.1 L. W. Brooks, 

the principal of Wichita High School, supported the plan. 
In October, 1924, the alumni and faculty were entertained 
in Morrison Library and there Finlayson presented his plan. 
He was so convincing that the alumni gave the plan their 
hearty approval. 

Later in October, President Finlayson preached to the 
Fairmount Congregational Church on the need for a uni
versity. He spoke first of what education had done for man
kind in science, in medicine, the arts, and social living. But 

in the past, he said, education was entirely a private matter, 
avail_able mostly to the wealthy. After the private schools 
came the secondary schools as public institutions, followed 
by state universities to compete with the colleges. Kansas 
already had eight junior colleges, and a city the size of 
Wichita could and should have a university. He pointed 

out that a local college gave young people not only an op
portunity but an incentive to attend. Every Kansas college 
was likely to draw from its own neighborhood, and 80 per
cent of Fairmount's students came from a radius of a hun
dred miles. Colleges tend to develop "character and person
ality," said Finlayson, but he did not think that either one 
of Wichita's colleges was adequately financed to do a satis

factory job. Wichita, he concluded, was in need of one 

large municipal university. 
He next spoke to the Church of Christ on "Educational 

Implications of the Christian Ideal." He fit the Biblical in
junctions into the needs for education and he stressed the 
importance of the child and the brotherhood of man. He 
even dared say that too many denominational colleges tend 
to be divisive. He had a large audience and he aroused its 
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interest. It was a convincing lecture, but the city still had 
a lot of people who were not easily convinced, or who, for 
personal interests, were opposed. 

President Finlayson inspected three municipal univer
sities on a tour of the East. At Akron he addressed a meeting 
of the National Association of Urban Universities on the 
progress and problems of Fairmount college.· In 1913 the 
citizens of Louisville had voted to support a municipal uni
versity rather than Bechtel College, a denominational school. 
Louisville was doing well, and it already had the largest 
Law School west of the Allegheny Mountains. Finlayson 
was especially pleased with the University of Cincinnati and 
its plan to combine college work with an outside job on a 
cooperative basis. Over half of the students at the University 
of Cincinnati came from families whose income was not 
over $1,500 a year, and they could not afford to go away to 

. college. Cincinnati, said Finlayson, had "perhaps the most 
powerful university fostered by a municipality." It would 
be a good model. In December, 1924, Finlayson was enter
tained by Dean and Mrs. Slater, Dean and Mrs. Hoare, and 
Professor and Mrs. Wilner. They discussed his ideas about 
converting Fairmount into a municipal university like that 
of Cincinnati.8 

When the trustees finally accepted the university plan, it 
also became necessary to get the consent of the Congrega
tional Education Society of Boston. The society had in
vested $75,000 in Fairmount, which gave it a financial claim 
on the college if it ever lost its Congregational connection. 
Finlayson urged the society to give up its mortgage. In lieu 
of its religious requirement, Finlayson offered to establish 
a chair of religious education in the Liberal Arts College. 
With this provision, the Congregational Education Society 
accepted and left its mortgage in escrow to be canceled if 
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and when the city of Wichita decided to take over the 
college. 

· There were other legal hurdles, both state and local. In 
January, Finlayson requested that the Kansas legislature 
pass an enabling act to permit a city the size of Wichita to 
tax itself for the support of a muncipal university. There 
was some opposition, but "only by selfish and biased inter
ests," it was said. The bill passed, and in February, 1925, 
Governor Ben Paulen signed it.9 

The biggest hurdle was to get the approval of the voters 
of Wichita. The Chamber of Commerce had worked hard 
to save Fairmount, and it was aware of the value of the 
college to the city. So the chamber not only approved mak
ing Fairmount a municipal university, it organized a cam
paign to win political support for its adoption. With the 
approval of the Board of Trustees, of the Chamber of Com
merce, of several civic clubs, of thousands of petitioners and 
the City Commission, it was assumed that the voters would 
also approve of the city adopting the college. They would 
have to be educated as to the value of this gift to the city. 

There was, however, an undercurrent of opposition 
which was organized as the Educational Association. There 
were several individual and group reasons for being against 
the move to make Fairmount a municipal university. The 
opponents of Fairmount warned both rich and poor that 
taxes would have to be increased to support a university. 
Friends University and many of its alumni were naturally 
disturbed over the public financing of Fairmount while 
Friends would have to depend upon private gifts. It was a 
reasonable assumption that Fairmount, as a municipal uni
versity, would attract many students who would otherwise 
go to Friends, but there were still many families in Wichita 
and the area who preferred to send their children to a 
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church-sponsored college. On balance, Friends might gain. 
With its ROTC, Fairmount College was pictured as a mili
tant or warlike university, whereas Friends was a college 
that stood for peace. Except for Southwestern, where Presi
dent A. E. Kirk supported the plan for a municipal univer
sity on the basis of educational need, most Kansas denomi
national colleges were not friendly to Fairmount.10 

When a survey was made to evaluate the requirements 
and standards of Kansas schools for the bachelor's degree, 
Fairmount was rated the first among the denominational 
colleges. In spite of this it lost its North Central Association 
accreditation, but not because of its lack of scholastic stand
ards. It was dropped because Fairmount did not have a 
large enough endowment for a college of its size. A college 
with an enrollment of two hundred or more students was 
required to have an endowment of $700,000. 

Rival colleges took advantage of Fairmount's trouble. 
Four Kansas colleges combined to run an advertisement in 
the Wichita newspapers, urging high school graduates to 
enroll in a college accredited by the North Central Associa
tion. Eastern schools and the University of Kansas did, 
however, accept Fairmount graduates. Of the twenty grad
uates in a survey, six attended the University of Kansas, three 
attended Northwestern University, and one each attended 
the state universities of Ohio, Minnesota, and Oklahoma. 

Both the Wichita Beacon and the Wichita Eagle gave 
their support for a municipal university, but the Wichita 
Democrat opposed the change because of the extra tax. 
When the manager of the Democrat died, Mollie Wilcox, 
his daughter, a Fairmount graduate, reversed the policy of 
the Democrat. She was not only loyal to Fairmount, but 
she was a liberal thinker and progressive. She came out 
boldly for the change. 

A HISTORY OF FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE 

212 



Perhaps the strongest argument against the establish
ment of a city university was the usual opposition to addi
tional taxes. Opponents in the Educational Association ap
pealed to those who paid high taxes, to businessmen in 
general and especially those on the west side, and to alumni 
of Friends, urging them to oppose the university plan. The 
supporters of the plan called the opponents, not inappropri
ately, the Anti-Educational Association. Though supporting 
the plan, the Beacon quoted Wallace Kemp, a west-side 
banker, as objecting to a university because of its additional 
tax burden.11 

There were plenty of pessimistic people who would 
vote "no" on almost any issue that cost money. There were 
those who considered a college education a waste of good 
money; they thought that higher education established an 
intellectual elite who were snobs. 

Ben Hammond, the cartoonist on the Eagle staff, pre
pared a number of pointed cartoons in which he made a 
visual appeal for Fairmount. In one cartoon he illustrated 
the Wichita public school system like an arch, with Wichita 
University as a keystone being inserted at the top.12 Another 
showed a man standing between two panels with a list of 
arguments for the "no" vote and another for the "yes" vote. 
A negative vote was "a vote against Wichita"; it "puts an 
institution worth half a million on a silver platter to give 
to Topeka, ... and all with no higher motive than to save 
a mere pittance in taxes." An affirmative vote was "a vote 
for Wichita," which gives Wichita youth equal opportunity 
-rich and poor alike," "tells the world Wichita is progres
sive," and "keeps in Wichita a valued institution, where 
true worth can be measured only in terms of citizenship."

13 

These were arguments which the average citizen could un

derstand. 
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The opposition had its own arguments, most of which 
emphasized taxes. Fairmount College was accused of being 
mortgaged to the hilt. This was certainly an exaggeration, 
even though its financial future did not look bright. One 
assumption was that the money for the university would 
deprive the public schools of an equivalent amount and that 
the money might be better spent to improve its five ele
mentary schools, which were said to be fire-traps. John W. 
Gibson, chairman of the school board, requested an inspec
tion of the five buildings by the fire chief. He found the 
criticism to be groundless. But Fairmount Hall was also 
called a fire-trap. It was probably no more of a fire-trap 
than Garfield Hall and City Hall.14 

Among the speakers provided by the Civic Committee 
for Fairmount was Dr. Parke DeKolbe, president of Akron 
Municipal University. He spoke to civic groups and to an 
audience of six hundred at the high school on the advan
tages of Akron University to his city. He informed the pub
lic that the idea of a municipal university was not a radical 
nor new idea but a system that went back to fourteenth
century Germany. There were already eight municipal uni
versities in the United States, three in Ohio alone. 

An officer of the Ed1:1cational Association, the organized 
opposition, wrote to H. J. Hill, the director of finance at 
Akron, asking him to send any information that would dis
credit Dr. DeKolbe. This turned out to be a boomerang. 
Hill gave the letter to DeKolbe, who in turn sent it to Dr. 
Finlayson. Akron University, which had also started as a 
denominational school, was said by critics to be a failure. 
DeKolbe came armed with letters from officials of the city, 
pointing out its success and the value of the university to 
the city. Allen W. Hinkel had collected similar and favor
able information on the University of Toledo.15 
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The Sunfiower came out firmly in support of making 
Fairmount a municipal university as a way to provide 
cheaper education · for its young folks and financial advan
tages to the city. Of the $417,000 which high school students 
spent to go away to college, much of this could be saved 
for Wichita. Eighty percent of the students attending the 
Municipal University of Louisville would not have gone 
away to college. As for the arguments against the city ab
sorbing Fairmount, one editorial on March 6 rather bluntly 
said that the opposition was "founded on prejudice, personal 
greed, or lack of knowledge." 

C. L. Lewis, long a supporter of Fairmount, objected 
to its dependence on eastern charity. "Woody Hockaday 
goes to Boston to brag about Kansas having the best wheat 
in the world," he said, "while we send Finlayson there with 
a tin cup to ask for charity." New England helped Kansas 
to become a Free State, but Wichita, the richest city in Kan
sas, should no longer be rated as a missionary field depend
ing on the charity of the East.16 

Superintendent L. W. Mayberry of the Wichita schools 
not only gave his hearty support but he suggested that the 
university could get state aid like the junior colleges. And, 
with remarkable foresight, he added this original prediction: 
"It wouldn't be strange soon to see Wichita University rec
ognized as the University of Southern Kansa~."17 There had 
been an earlier suggestion that it become a state normal 
school, but this was possibly the first suggestion that it might 

become a state university. 
The state enabling act had permitted the city to accept 

the college only on condition that the voters approved the 
plan. It would require the signature of 10 percent of the 
voters to get the issue on the ballot. Fairmount officials 
proceeded to make a card file of Wichita's 37,000 voters 
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and, as far as possible, their views. Then an organized group 
of about two hundred canvassers combed the city for signa
tures on a petition to call an election. The response was 
remarkably good and; in most cases, cordial. A thousand 
signatures were secured the first day. President Finlayson 
presented the plan to the Rotary Club and secured a hundred 
signatures. Even after having acquired 10 percent of the 
voters, the campaign continued on the assumption that up 
to one third may not have been qualified voters. L. H. 
Garrett, who was 104 years old, also signed the petition. He 
said he could recall when people were opposed to the public 
support of a high school.18 By March 1 enough signatures 
had been secured to present the petition to the City Commis
sion which then set the election date for April 7. 

Students at Fairmount were wholeheartedly for giving 
Fairmount to the city. Thoughtful and pertinent articles 
were written for the Sunfiower by the campus leaders. Stu
dents were urged to "be ready to jump" when their help 
was needed. A big parade with decorated floats was arranged 
for April 6, the day before the election, and school was dis
missed. 

On Sunday, two days before the election, the Wichita 
Eagle published a whole page of arguments in support of the 
university. The ad was paid for by the Civic Committee. In 
the biggest headlines seen, except for the war, the Eagle 
warned the voters not to be deceived and to "be aware of last 
minute statements designed to mislead." It also printed a 
statement by the Board of Trustees to refute the argument 
that the city would be saddled by a mortgage. An archi
tect's report showing Fairmount's buildings to be in good 
c~mdition was published and signed by Ed Forsblom and 
Glen H. Thomas. An advertisement urged the voters to vote 
"yes" and to "give every child in Wichita a chance."19 
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Election day came, with the Civic Committee and Fair
mount supporters both expecting victory. But they had un
derestimated the influence of the campaign to discredit the 
case for Fairmount. Nearly ten thousand voters had peti
tioned for the election; had they all come out to vote affirma
tively, the city would have taken over Fairmount. The vote 
was fairly close; 8,083 voted against the city taking over the 
college, and 7,635 voted for the measure. The issue lost by 
only 448 votes, primarily due to a natural, if unwise, oppo
sition to taxes, and the normal lethargy of voters.20 

Chester I. Long believed that "the present wave of tax 
economy is responsible for the defeat of the municipal uni
versity proposition." He attributed this to the Coolidge 
economy. Two other measures were also rejected because 
of economy. Earl C. Elliot, the city manager, attributed the 
economy votes to the fact that the public was beginning to 
"think." It is "a good sign," he said. President Finlayson 
looked at it differently. He thought Wichita would someday 
realize that, from an educational viewpoint, the negative 

vote was a costly mistake.21 

The two most conspicuous groups that had voted against 

the city acceptance of the college were the rich and the 

poor. The poor did not expect to send their children to 

college, not realizing that, with few exceptions, only by 

going to college could they hope to rise from their poverty. 

Taxes were already burdensome to the poor, and they ap

peared to have had the best case against the addition of new 

taxes. The rich could afford to send their children to the 

state university or even to Ivy League schools in the East. 

They were not about to pay additional taxes for the educa

tion of children of less affluent citizens. While this was the 

general reaction of many of the rich, there were also wealthy 
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c1t1zens who were seriously concerned about the future 
welfare of Fairmount and education in Wichita. 

Fairmount had a good year in 1924-25. Enrollment was 
up, its athletes were doing well, college life was buzzing 
with its usual activity, and its graduating class of eighty-two 
was outwardly cheerful. It would be tragic if its best year 
were its last. After the defeat of the university plan, there 
was an undercurrent of pessimism and a feeling that the 
class of 1925 might be Fairmount's last class. Was Fairmount 
about to die? Would the alumni have no Alma Mater? 
Fairmount could not live much longer on charity alone, but 
it might share its charity with another institution. A Sun
fiower headline in January, 1926, read: "Unless Fairmount 
Becomes a Municipal University, Merger Appears Inevit
able." The only hopeful word in this pessimistic prediction 
was "Unless." 
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17 

Private College 
to 

Public University 

Fairmount's hopes for a bright future were dimmed but 
not destroyed by its defeat in the election. Its financial 
status had improved under President Finlayson, but its en
dowment was still inadequate to support a growing college. 
He had failed to find a financial solution for Fairmount; 
Howard W. Darling predicted that Finlayson would be its 
last president. Had the election been an athletic event, Fair
mount could grin and bear it, look for a better day, and say 

"Wait till next year." 
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Mergers had earlier been proposed with the College of 
Emporia and with Friends, but either move would have 
merged colleges of different denominations. This was no 
longer of much importance to the students, but it could be 
to those. whose support was determined by church affilia
tions. Among the students of Fairmount, the Congrega
tionalists now ranked third and the Methodists outnumbered 
them two to one. In a banquet speech Finlayson chided the 
Methodists for sending their children to Fair mount and 
their money to Southwestern, not that he objected to the 
children. 

In January, 1922, the trustees considered .plans for a 
merger with Kingfisher College of Oklahoma, another Con
gregational college having financial problems. In the fol
lowing March the Kingfisher trustees were invited to visit 
Fairmount to consider the merger.1 Nothing came of it, 
and the Kingfisher school was closed because of inadequate 
funds. Fairmount could suffer the same fate. A resolution 
for a merger with Friends was approved in March, 1922, on 
the assumption that two denominational colleges were not 
necessary for Wichita. · 

Rather than let Fairmount die, President Finlayson re
vived the idea of merging with Wash burn, a rival, but also 
a Congregational college. Congregationalists had occasion
ally suggested that it would be better to have one strong 
college in Kansas rather than two weak ones. Washburn 
had been favored, and Fairmount was known as "the dis
inherited stepchild of the Congregational Church." 

In December, 1925, a Washburn representative came to 
W,ichita to discuss plans for the merger. According to the 
plan, one-third of Fairmount's Board of Trustees would 
join the Washburn board. The Fairmount faculty would be 
"represented" but it could not be hired as a complete body. 
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The library, one of the best in the state, would be moved to 
Topeka, and the physical plant would be sold. The endow
ment and trust funds would also be transferred. The merger 
plan with Washburn had progressed so far that February 
10 had been set as the date for the final decision.2 The trus
tees suggested that one strong Congregational college in 
Kansas could do so well that it might rank with Dartmouth, 
Amherst, Oberlin, and other Congregational colleges. The 
Fairmount faculty sorrowfully looked on the merger as a 
poor solution. There were some among the alumni whose 
feelings against the merger were so strong that they would 

rather let their college die. 
After Fairmount's university plan was rejected by the 

voters_ of Wichita, and having heard that the Congregational 
Church was "ready to strip Fairmount of its dowery and 
merge, or submerge, its assets with Washburn at Topeka," 
C. C. Isely, a former Fairmounter and president of the 
Dodge City Chamber of Commerce, came to Wichita and 
asked the Board of Trustees to defer action until May 1 
when his town could present its plan.3 Dodge City would 
try to raise $300,000, part of it from the state, to take the 
college, name and all, and transplant it to the western cow
town. The southwestern corner of Kansas could use a 
four-year college. It would be known as Fairmount State 
College and its function would be to teach agriculture and 
education.4 But for the loyal Fairmounters, this would not 
be a happy ending. If Fairmount should fold up, it was 
suggested that Henry Roe Cloud could buy the plant for 
his Indian Institute and make it one of the great centers 

of Indian education.5 

Although some members of the trustees did not think 
it proper to off er the college to the city a second time, the 
closeness of the vote in the last election gave a glimmer of 
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hope to the optimistic.6 By correcting the mistakes of the 
last election, said some, they might win the extra votes nec
essary for victory. Outwardly the public seemed to be over
whelmingly for the municipality taking over the college. 
Businessmen, friends of Fairmount, faculty members, stu
dents, and alumni got together with the Chamber of Com
merce to make one more concerted effort to give Fairmount 
to the city. 0. J. Watson, chairman of the civic committee, 
recommended to the Chamber of Commerce that a special 
election be held to consider the "municipalization" of Fair
mount.7 

Once again the Chamber of Commerce · appointed a 
civic committee to coordinate the campaign. W. M. G. 
Howse was chosen chairman and Allen W. Hinkel con
tinued to serve as a key member. The committee proposed 
to promote registration and irarouse the "slacker vote." Hun
dreds of dedicated workers canvassed the city for signatures. 
According to an Eagle report, the petition contained over 
9,000 names, and if only 42 percent were qualified, there 
were enough to call a special election. Late in March, 1926, 
the City Commission gave its approval and -set the election 
day for April 17. The good response from the City Com
mission was due, it was said, to the fear that Topeka or 
Dodge City might grab the college away from Wichita. 
One commissioner was able to postpone the election, os
tensibly to check provisions for its financing. During the 
delay, Superintendent L. W. Mayberry and the city school 
board gave permission to use the city schools for voting 
centers. This made it necessary to hold the election on a 
Saturday, April 24, when both students and alumni were 
free to bring people to the polls. 

A survey of faculty and students was made to see what 
they would do in case the college lost the second election. 
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Several faculty members had offers to go elsewhere, but 
they decided to wait for the outcome of the election before 
accepting. If Washburn took over the college, some stu
dents would go there. Oklahoma students would go to an 
Oklahoma school or drop out. A check made by R. W. 
Elliot indicated that 60 percent of the students would go 
elsewhere and 25 percent would drop out of college entirely. 
A check in chapel indicated that only 2 percent would re
main in Wichita.8 

Walter Long, the mayor of Kingman, recalled when 
Wichita businessmen had thought business-would suffer if 
its "vice dens, dance halls, and saloons were driven out." 
Now they realized that nothing would help its growth as 
much as "a thriving educational institution." It was also 
estimated that some forty families would move from King
man to Wichita if Wichita had a university.9 

Confusing and contradictory reports were made regard
ing the amount of tax increase which would be required for 
a municipal university. Even those who paid less than one 
hundred dollars in taxes were led to believe that their tax 
would be increased by fifty dollars. It would actually in- · 
crease a hundred dollar tax by only three to five dollars, not 
fifty. It was also pointed out that the university would be a 
great boost for the economy of Wichita. The tax would be 
limited to one mill for several years, and it was not expected 
to exceed two mills. Robert Israel prepared a table which 
showed that the relative tax cost to cities with and without 
a university varied only slightly. It was his opinion that 
every city of importance would soon have a municipal 

university .10 

The Fairmount Alumni Association put its heart and 
soul into the campaign. But even the devoted alumni had 
to be inspired and organized into an action group. Marie 

PRIVATE COLLEGE TO PUBLIC UNIVERSITY 

223 



Graham, assistant professor of history, was at that time the 
president of the Alumni Association. She called a luncheon 
conference at the downtown YMCA and invited all the 
young folks who might be interested in saving Fairmount 
for the city. She asked the alumni if they were willing to 
become orphans; if they were not, then they had better get 
out and work for Fairmount.11 Miss Graham was frequently 
called upon by President Finlayson to help the campaigners 
downtown, even when it meant a dismissal of her classes. 
She met regularly with the Citizens' Committee, headed by 
W. M. G. Howse. 

The response to the appeal for workers was heartening. 
Supporters for the university plan agreed to organize a 
campaign to cover every section of the city, block by block, 
and house by house. Six ward captains were elected, includ
ing one for the Fifth Ward in West Wichita, the "enemy 
territory." Within the wards were precinct captains, and 
those chose ward captains. Seldom has a political campaign 
been planned with greater care. Students and alumni were 
assigned areas, and the night before the election they placed 
a brochure on every porch listing the benefits of having a 
municipal university. Occasionally they met their opponents 
presenting their arguments against Fairmount. 

To avoid identification as only an alumni group, the 
name of the Alumni Association was not to be used. The 
participants were known merely as the Workers' Commit
tee. The group was to avoid publicity and do its campaign
ing by direct personal contact. The Civic Committee under 
Mr. Howse cooperated fully. Howse got permission from 
the Board of Trustees to use Roy Elliot, the college comp
troller, as the organizational manager and coordinator. 

Robert H. Timmons, of the Kansas Gas and Electric 
Company, was the head of a committee to provide daily 
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advertising in both the Wichita Eagle and Beacon, and 
alumni on both papers participated. Possibly the most strik
ing appeal was made by Ben Hammond's cartoons. Having 
learned that the low income group opposed the university 
plan, the advertising was changed to indicate that the rich 
were against education for the poor. Wichita's labor leaders 
supported this new approach, but President Finlayson pre
ferred not to antagonize the rich; he thought it was undig
nified. Yet the appeal, backed by Al Blase and associates, 
was printed as a full-page advertisement in the Wichita 
Eagle on April 21, with a caricature of Sir William Berkeley, 
who, in 1676, said: "Education makes the masses harder to 
rule." On the opposite side was a caricature of a bloated 
businessman who was listed as a "Wichita (Anti-) Educa
tional Association" man. "If every Tom, Dick, and Harry 
gets an education," he asked, "who is going to do _the ditch 
digging?" This was said to be a quotation from one of 
Wichita's wealthy bankers. The appeal aroused the average 
citizens to have block meetings and it stirred the voters into 
action. President Finlayson's objection to this propaganda _ 
was ignored. On April 23, 1926, the Wichita Eagle printed 
another full-page advertisement in which it was pointed out 
that the advocates of the city university were proud to print 
their names,12 unlike the opposition, hiding behind the pro
tective name of the Wichita Educational Association. Few 
would admit membership in the Educational Association, but 
it claimed a membership of over eight thousand; others sug
gested that it was nearer to fifty. Charles Lawrence, L. S. 
Naftsger, James Stewart, C. H. Hatton, and R. W. Denver 
had opposed the university plan in the previous election, 

but they denied membership in the association.
13 

Radio was also used in the campaign. Bruce Griffith 
gave a radio talk over KFH to correct the erroneous state-
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ments of the Educational Association, which, he said, was 
"not an educational association at all," but only a "mis
guided, misinformed or malicious group," organized to 
defeat a great educational program for Wichita.14 Not only 
did the Educational Association spread false information 
about the university plan, W. M. G. Howse and Earle Evans 
received threatening letters which said: "We're going to get 
you, one by one. "15 The threats were anonymous, as were 
the green dodgers which were circulated. 

Opponents printed a full-page advertisement urging 
Wichita to "Vote No" on the college issue. It quoted Mayor 
Frank Nighswonger, whose opposition was said to be based 
on the needs of the public schools. The opposition advertise
ment warned the public against voting for a white ele
phant.16 

Marcellus Murdock was in New York on election day, 
a day which he said was "without a doubt one of the most 
important dates in Wichita's history." In his telegram to 
W. M. G. Howse, he added, "We would certainly be short
sighted if not totally blind if we passed up the present 
extraordinary opportunity to make Wichita's position as the 
unequalled educational center of the Kansas-Oklahoma 
empire."17 

April 24 was an exciting and tense day for Fairmount 
and for Wichita. Voter registration had been good. George 
Wilner, professor of speech and drama, drove his Model T 
to the black areas and encouraged the people to vote. In 
some cases, women would say that they could not leave their 
children. So Wilner told them all to pile into his Ford and 
he entertained the children while the parents voted. These 
voters rode to victory in a Model T Ford with a professor as 
a baby-sitter. 

The voters turned out well, and the university plan won 
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support in every ward but the Fifth on the west side. The 
black precincts had opposed the measure at the first election 
but they supported it in the second. Laborers may have 
been lukewarm at first but came out strongly for the univer
sity in the second election. Fairmount won by a majority of 
3,875 votes. The "millionaires' ward," as the Third Ward 
was called, went overwhelmingly for the university, and 
that was in spite of the fact that several bankers and some 
members of the Real Estate Board opposed it. Charles Law
rence, who had opposed the plan, congratulated the winners 
on their organization and success. 

The credit for the political victory went to the organ
izers and their workers. Miss Graham's own ward made a 
complete reversal from its opposition in the first election to 
a large majority in favor in the second. The Civic Commit
tee was said to be "one of the finest political organizations 
that ever successfully conducted an election."18 ·Hundreds 
of workers deserved credit but special credit went to the 
leaders: W. M. G. Howse, Allen W. Hinkel, and M. M. 
Murdock for the city; John D. Finlayson and Roy W. Elliot 
for the University; and Marie Graham for the Alumni Asso~ 

ciation. 
After the victory at the polls, the students on the campus 

were seemingly subdued but happy. But when President 
Finlayson and Roy Elliot arrived at chapel, the exuberant 
students burst out in a cheer. The shouting and applause 
demonstrated their appreciation for Finlayson's success in 

having saved the life of the college. 
A big bon-fire at night attracted a happy crowd. The 

students pledged their full support to the new Board of 
Regents and the city of Wichita. An editorial in the Sun
fiower gave tribute to the people who had made Finlayson's 
dream a reality. With a look into the future, it was sug-
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gested that the Municipal University of Wichita might some 
day become the greatest institution in the Southwest. 

Fairmount College, which showed a marvelous tenacity 
for life while floundering in financial uncertainties, had con
tributed much to Wichita and the world. It could be proud 
of the dedicated service of her presidents and faculty, proud 
of the contributions of its alumni, and proud of being the 
foundation on which Wichita's Municipal University was 
built. Its last class in June of 1926 had eight-eight graduates, 
who, as alumni, became strong supporters of the Municipal 
University, as did the freshmen, sophomores, and juniors 
who started as Fairmounters and graduated as university 
students. They were among the many ties between Fair
mount and the Municipal University. 

Stressing the tradition of public education, the Wichita 
Beacon said, "There is no telling how far-reaching is this 
act of establishing a municipal university .... It may be 
that there will arise a southern Kansas University as great 
as that at Lawrence or even greater." Then, to place no 
limits on its possible greatness, the Beacon continued, "Wich
ita University may eventually take a place beside Chicago, 
Michig·an, Cornell, Tulane, Denver, Leland Stanford, North
western."19 Could one ask for more? 

Fairmount College, which had been so near to folding 
up for financial reasons, could finally look into the future 
with optimism. However, one should recognize that it was 
optimism that had kept it alive. The Sunfiower for May 28, 
1926, looked into the future and said: "You bet folks, we're 
coming back!" When the students did come back, Fair
mount had become a municipal university. 
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