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AGENDA 
FACULTY SENATE 

THE WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Meeting Notice: March 28, 1988, 126 Clinton Hall, 3:30 PM. 

Order of Business: 

I. Calling of the Meeting to Order 

II. Informal Proposals and Statements 

III. Approval of Minutes for the special meeting of 
March 21, 1988 (Vol. XXIV, No. 11). 

IV. Old Business: 

Continuation of report from Ac~demic Affairs 
Committee--Dr. Nancy Snyder, Chair 
(See Attachment C to Agenda 2/22/88) 

V. New Business: 

Update on student recruitment--Dr. Neill Sanders, 
Director of Admissions 

VI. Adjournment 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Name 
Ben Rogers, Senate President 
Orpha Duell, Senate Vice President 
Susan Nelson, Senate Secretary 
Peter Zoller, Senate President-elect 
Gary Greenberg, Elected by Senate 
David Childs, Elected by Senate 
Elmer Hoyer, Appointed by Senate Pres. 

Box 
74 
28 
14 
14 
34 
53 
44 

Phone 
3125 
3322 
3130 
3134 
3171 
3532 
3415 
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FACULTY SENATE 
THE WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Minutes of the meeting of March 28, 1988 (Vol. XXIV, No. 12). 

SUMMARY OF SENATE ACTION: 

Motion from the Academic Affairs Committee for course approval form: 
returned to Committee for further study. 

Motion from the Academic Affairs Committee for regularizing various honors 
designations for students. Motion passed. 

Substitute motion to abolish the A/P/Fail option, beginning in the fall of 
~ 1988. Motion passed. 

Members Present: Adamson, Barrett, Benson, Blessing, Brady, Brinkman, 
Burdette, Campbell, Childs, Connor, Daugherty, Dreifort, Duell, Eyada, 
Gosman, Graham, Hardy, Hoyer, Huckstadt, Izbicki, Jeffers, Johnson, Kelly, 
Kitch, Lynch, Martin, Mays, McKellar, Nelson, Neufeld, Paske, Rogers; 
Scott, Scudder, Snyder, Soles, Sutterlin, West, Wherritt, Yeager, Zoller. 
Members Absent: Armstrong, Baxter, Bereman, Brown, Burdsal, Cavarozzi, 
Christ, Clark, Edgington, Fatehi-Sedeh, Feleppa, Foster, Greenberg, 
Laptad, McCormick, Milbrandt, Robbins, Theerathorn, Washington, Windham. 
Guests: Pangburn, Bradshaw, Snyder. 

President Rogers called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m . 

Senator Nelson pointed out an error in the minutes of March 21: the 
recommendation from the Honors Committee concerning the Honors Core was 
defeated by a vote of 27 to 13 (correctly noted on page 1 and incorrectly 
noted on page 2). 

The minutes of the March 21 meeting were approved as corrected. 

Dr. Neill Sanders, Director of Admissions, presented an update on student 
recruitment. He reported the following comparative figures for new under
graduate s,tudents: 

.. , 
Inquiries 
Applications 
Admissions 

March, 1987 
11,003 

2,399 
1,923 

March, 1988 
13,460 

3,300 
2,572 

% Increase 
22.3 
37.6 
33.8 

Comparative figures for' campus tours that were conducted in February 
indicated that at the end of February, 1987, we had had 521 students visit 
the campus; by February, 1988, the number was 728 (an increase of 39.7%). 

At this point, the Senate watched a video production used in recruitment. 
Dr. Sanders stated that this tape illustrated the direction being taken by 
Admissions and had been put together by university faculty and the Media 
Resources Center. 

In response to a question by Senator Zoller about the focus of the 
recruitment program, Dr. Sanders indicated that the emphasis so far had 
been on the twelve counties outside the immediate Sedgwick County area--
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which meant we might see a further increase in the coming months since 
Sedgwick County activity occurred later in the year. In answer to a 
question by Senator Snyder, the director said the promotion had been 
directed toward the younger, traditional student because this is the 
area in which we've been losing ground. 

Dr. Nancy Snyder, for the Academic Affairs Committee, moved adoption of 
the recommended course approval form (see Attachment C, Agenda 2/22/88). 
She explained that the Committee felt the current policy for new course 
approval to be basically sound; the Committee did recommend, however, that 
the college curriculum committees be encouraged to enforce section Vin 
order to avoid duplication of courses. She also pointed out that the 
Committee had added a process that would permit colleges to appeal 
decisions from the Vice President's office. 

The following concerns were raised: 
1. If a course were appealed and the Academic Affairs Committee voted in 
favor, would the Vice President's office be required to acquiesce? 
2. Would this procedure really prevent course duplication? 
3. Is there some way that all the colleges could be informed of proposed 
courses--without adding unnecessary time or unreasonable paperwork? 

Senator Duell moved, and Senator Dreifort seconded, that the proposal be 
returned to Committee to see if an efficient notification process could be 
designed that would permit college curriculum committees to review new 
courses suggested by other colleges. Motion Passed. · 

Dr. Snyder, for the Academic Affairs Committee, moved adoption of the 
following policy with respect to various honors designation for students: 

That all honors granted by The Wichita State University be based on WSU 
grade point. It is further recommended that the Honors Convocation adopt 
the same standard as graduation honors and that class honors be granted 
to part-time students who have completed 12 hours for freshmen, 30 hours 
for sophomores, 60 hours for juniors, and 90 hours for seniors oY-graded 
courses from The Wichita State University with a cumulative WSU gpa of 
3.75. This proposal would be effective beginning August, 1989. The 
motion passed. 

. . 

Dr. Snyder, for the Academic Affairs Committee, moved that the A/Pass/Fail 
grading option may not be used for General Education courses, i.e., courses 
with a "G" or "Q" suffix. 

Senator Wherritt offered a substitute motion: The A/Pass/Fail option should 
be abolished completely, effective fall term, 1988; there should be no 
"grandfather clause." Senator Dreifort seconded. 

In response to a question from President Rogers, Senator Wherritt said he 
had received agreement from the Registrar and the Academic Vice President 
about the feasibility of this action, including the time frame. 

J:.asues raised in support of the motion included the following: 
1. The A/P/F option has been abused by students who use it to protect grade 
point average rather than to explore areas. 
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2. It encourages students to do less than they are able to do in courses 
and therefore limits their education. 
3. The whole pattern of ungraded courses cr eates problems with transcript 
evaluation and may devalue the reputation of the university as a whole. 
4. By distorting the G.P.A. , ungraded courses may penalize students who 
take courses for grades. 
5. Students transferring to other universities or going on to grr.a4uate 
school may be penalized. 

Issues raised in opposition: 
1. The A/P/F option does provide an opportunity for students to explore 
subjects outside their major or other area of expertise. 
2. Students are limited to three classes under this designa tion , which 
provides a safeguard against abuse. 
3. Removing this option, with no grandfather clause, will be unfair to 
students who are planning schedules on the basis of the current catalogue. 
4. Other ungraded options should be considered as substitutes rat her than 
a complete loss of this categor y . 

The motion to abolish the A/Pass/Fail grading option effective fall term, 
1988 passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

Susan Nelson, Senate Secretary 
Lucille Brodie, Recording Secretary 
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