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From March 28-30, 2014, four Honors students and
Dean Kimberly Engber attended the Great Plains Honors
Conference (GPHC) at the University of Arkansas – Fort
Smith campus to learn about what students and faculty in
Honors are doing to grow their programs.
On Friday evening, undergraduate students from
member schools in the Great Plains Honors Council
presented research during a poster session.
Dylan Thiessen, who attended the conference with
Hutchinson Community College last year, said, “[The
conference] is a great chance to collaborate with other
schools throughout our region, view and interact with great
research developed by other undergraduates, and listen to
some exceptional speakers to provoke thought and
discussion amongst the entire group.”
On Saturday, students attended one of many off-site
excursions. Thiessen said this was his favorite part of the
conference. “This is a time to see new things with peers
throughout the region and share thoughts and interest on
the experience.”
Following the excursions, students and faculty attended
oral presentations from students and faculty members.
The final event was a dinner with a keynote address by
Kelly Farrell, Field Interpreter for the Arkansas State Park
system, who spoke about communication and teaching.
Thiessen said he is impressed by this type of event, and
he can see the implications for WSU. “Seeing other
perspectives and interacting with students who share the
same excitement and enthusiasm about the research
presented is inspiring," he said.

Looking
Ahead >

Aug. 2014: Honors moves
to Shocker Hall! You'll be
able to visit the office,
lounge and study space, all
in the convenient location
of Shocker Hall! Look for
more details coming soon.

Fall 2014: Honors will have a
mandatory student meeting
the first Wednesday of every
month, tentatively scheduled
from 4 to 6pm. Please talk to
Dr. Engber if you have any
questions.

Sept. 2014: Students may
submit
applications
for
undergraduate research grants
from
September
2014
through April 2015. Email
stephanie.fowler@wichita.edu
if you have questions.
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When our alumni go on to do great things for their community, we know that we have done our job as educators
and advisors. These Honors alumni showcase how far-reaching an Honors education at WSU truly can be.
James Blakemore is currently a Senior
Postdoctoral Scholar in Chemistry at the
California Institute of Technology in
Pasadena, California, and works in the area
of renewable energy and sustainability.
Specifically, he is interested in using the
tools of inorganic chemistry to address
challenges in solar-energy capture, conversion, and storage. In
2012, James completed his PhD in Chemistry at Yale
University (New Haven, Connecticut), and in 2013, James
visited WSU Honors to present a seminar on "What Happens
After College." In his free time, James enjoys traveling, and
exploring locally in Los Angeles and Southern California.

Sarah Crespo is the Development
Coordinator at Wichita Public Radio. Her
work involves a LOT of different things,
as anyone who works at a nonprofit is
likely to experience. Beyond fundraising
functions primarily via helping organize
two annual pledge drives, she plans events
and engagement activities, manages many of the volunteers,
supervises the interns, oversees the student membership
group (the Stubblefield Society)…and she does some of the
accounting too. Those are the highlights, but anything that
involves getting to know the listeners and bringing people
together is the stuff she really loves.

James graduated from WSU and the Honors Program in 2007
with a B.A. in Chemistry and a B.A. in Spanish. He welcomes
questions and comments at blakemore@caltech.edu.

Sarah graduated from WSU and the Honors Program in
2006 with a B.A. in Communications and Spanish. She would
be happy to connect with you at 316-978-3471.

Drew Tedlock works as a Supply Chain
Business Manager at Spirit AeroSystems
in Tulsa, OK where they fabricate major
wing aerostructures for Boeing and
Gulfsteam. His team of analysts
develops the budget for material
procurement, provides visibility to upper
management, and identifies and tracks opportunities and
risks for the organization. Over the past year, he had the
incredible chance to be part of a special diversiture task
force, coordinate both internal and external audits, develop
a savings forecasting tool from the ground-up, and
implement process improvements, allowing the company
claim cost reductions more quickly.
Drew graduated from WSU and the Honors Program in
2010 with a B.A. in Economics, and went on to complete
his M.A. in Economics in 2012. He welcomes comments
and questions at drewtedlock@gmail.com.

Call for Honors Alumni
The Honors College is looking to connect with
alumni of the program. If you participated in
Honors during your education at WSU, please
send us an email. We would love to know what
you are up to and give students the
opportunity to contact you. If you have any
questions, email us at honors@wichita.edu.
Join our community on Facebook
and Twitter (@lindquistghost).

GPHC: A Visual Journal
Continued from page 1

Far left: Rachel Tuck and Andrew Longhofer
play a game of cards after Friday night events.
Left: Volunteers tend the historic Drennen
Scott Rose Garden during an off-site
excursion. Above: The Honors College
enjoyed their visit to the UA Campus.
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Honors is proud of the 2013-2014 graduates of the Emory Lindquist Honors Program. These students will
graduate as intellectual, innovative, professional and transformational lifelong learners.
Darren
Beckham
Political Science,
International
Studies
• SAS President
• SGA President
• 2012 Man of the Year
• WSU Senior Honor Man
• Entering seminary in the fall

• WSUSSLHA President
• CSD Departmental Honors
• HSAB Vice Chair
• Honors Undergraduate Fellow
• Pursuing Doctorate of Audiology,
2015

Riley Hammond
Communication
Sciences &
Disorders|Minor in
Psychology
• WSUSSLHA Secretary
• Undergraduate Research on twin talk
and language
• Pursuing M.A. Speech-Language
Pathology at Missouri State University

Melissa Heinitz
Exercise Science

Stephanie Fowler
Communication
Sciences & Disorders
| Minor in English

• Woman of the Year Finalist
• Senior Honor Woman
• Pursuing M.A. Kinesiology at
University of Louisiana - Layfayette
• Graduate Assistant for UL's
Recreational Sports program

Andrew Longhofer
French, Creative Writing |
Minor in Political Science,
Psychology

Emily Lancaster
Chemistry, Pre-Med

• Senior Leader of Supplemental
Instruction
• Volunteered with Wesley and Good
Shepherd Hospice
• Attending Medical School at the
University of Kansas - Kansas City
• Hopes to pursue specialty in
cardiology or OB/GYN

Tyler Peden
Aerospace
Engineering

• Served on exec.
committees of four student organizations
• Head Orientation Leader
• Honors Undergraduate Fellow
• Served as student representative to Faculty
Senate, Faculty Senate Honors Committee,
Tenure and Promotions Committee and
several search committee
• Pursuing MFA in Creative Writing (Poetry) at
Portland State University

Jarod Regier
English Education

• Mortar Board Honor Society
• Dean's Scholar
• Rocket Club President
• Pursuing M.S. Aerospace Engineering • WSU Concert Band
• Shocker Sound
• Recipient of Kirk P. Postier Scholarship
• Begin teaching secondary school English
• Planning to pursue graduate school

Shahla Pourkaram
Jake Newkirk
Aerospace Engineering, Mechanical Engineering |
Pre-Med | Minor in Math
Minor in Math

Victoria Pitts
Health Sciences

Adam Cameron
History

Tara Mollhagen
Accounting |
Minor in Spanish, Economics
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Volunteers spend Saturday
with Fairmount GoZones
On April 5, 2014, volunteers from Emory
Lindquist Scholars and Housing and Residence
Life volunteered at Fairmount GoZones, a
drop-in program for youth and school-aged
students in Northeast Wichita. This program
offers kids the opportunity to attend
programming, activities, and field trips on
Saturdays. In order for the program to operate
successfully, volunteers offer their time to
supervise the children and facilitate the
activities.
Honors students played board games with the
kids, had lunch with them and helped them with
their homework. Emory Lindquist Scholars
fulfill one-third of their mission by doing
community service and outreach with different
organizations each semester.
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Brady finds the challenge in learning
Many students know Dr. Stephen
Brady as the professor of Honors
calculus. What many may not know is
how he ended up as a professor of
mathematics who values participation
in all variety of non-mathematics
extracurriculars.
Brady
specializes
in
analysis,
differential equations, and numerical
algebra. Often, the problems Brady
works on are theoretical, rather than
applied; however, his graduate thesis
discussed the mathematical model of a
human heart cell.
Brady
said
that
he
chose
mathematics because it was challenging.
"If I'm not challenged, I might not be
very interested," he said. He also
considered a career in economics, but
found himself choosing mathematics
he said. "It's an esoteric subject that
only some people can conquer, and it's
a challenge," he said.
Brady said he enjoys the atmosphere
of an Honors class, saying, "The
purpose of the university is to pursue
knowledge. The faculty's job is to make

the student's pursuit more rewarding.
So, of course, you want people in your
class who want to pursue knowledge...
A greater percentage of people are
there to learn something."
In addition to teaching Honors,
Brady has a variety of interests. "One
of the things I find interesting is trying
to figure out why another person finds
something interesting," he explains.
This has led him to explore economics,
history, travel, videography, forensic
science and cave exploring. "Basically, I
don't have hobbies, I just have interests
in lots of things," he said.
Brady shared a story about his
childhood
that
emphasizes
his
dedication to pursuing challenges. As a
young child, he solved 1000 piece
puzzles, much to the awe of his
community. His one rule was that he
never looked at the box, not even when
he was buying it. This dedication to the
challenging is what he wants to inspire
in his students. When Honors students
find that interest in mathematics, Brady
knows he has done his job.

Letter from the Editor: Anticipating Summer and Transitioning to Fall

It's been a great pleasure to serve as an
Honors Undergraduate Fellow and to have
the opportunity to develop and hone this
newsletter. Because Honors emphasizes
interdisciplinary education, it is often hard
to find one avenue that all students find
amenable for communication and learning
more about Honors; this is what inspired
me to begin this newsletter.

As an online and print edition, this
newsletter allows the Honors College to
maximize its outreach to students in a
variety of ways. It also allows us to show
you what students and faculty members are
doing for Honors and in their spare time. I
hope this newsletter has shown you that
things are happening in Honors, and we
yearn to celebrate your accomplishments.

Next year, I will be turning over the
newsletter to my coworker, Rachel Tuck.
She has accepted the challenge to produce
four newsletters a year and keep this
tradition alive. I know that she looks
forward to recieving tips and story ideas
from you, as well as any letters to the
editor you might want to share.
-- Stephanie Fowler

Letter from the Dean: Directing the Sunbeams

A friend of mine is reading about bees. When she compared
life in a hive to our life at the university, I started thinking about
bees too. “There are certain pursuits which, if not wholly poetic
and true, do at least suggest a nobler and finer relation to nature
than we know,” Henry David Thoreau observes in his essay
“Paradise (to be) Regained.” Thoreau offers the keeping of bees
as the best example of a noble and fine relation to nature. It “is a
very slight interference. It is like directing the sunbeams.” Our
efforts to imagine an Honors College at Wichita State over the
past two years have been in many ways efforts to interfere slightly
in a well-regulated and beautiful system. And my work with

Honors students and faculty has
been a pleasure best described as
directing the sunbeams.
Sun and bees seem particularly
apt subjects for contemplation in
these last days of the spring
semester when blooms are giving
way to more blooms and pollen overtakes us every morning.
Images of blooms and pollen are equally apt for our graduating
seniors. Many congratulations Honors program graduates! I look
forward to the world that will bloom as a result of your work.

The Honors College is located in Neff Hall on Wichita
State University's main campus. Honors emphasizes high
achievement, and innovative problem-solving to create
lifelong, passionate learners.

Send in a tip!

Stephanie Fowler, Editor
stephanie.fowler@wichita.edu
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