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Join us in Ablah Library’s main corridor on March 6, 
10am-2pm, for the SmartSearch Launch Ceremony! 
This official release of our newest service will include 
short instruction sessions, promotional giveaways, and 
recognition of the naming contest winner - student 

Kim Webb. Light refreshments will be served. 

If you are interested in volunteering for this event 
please contact Gemma Blackburn, Mary Walker, or 

Melissa Mallon. 

Mark Your Calendar for the SmartSearch Launch Ceremony 

University Libraries will partner again with the WSU 
Cultural Ambassador Program this semester with a 
series of country programs presented by international 
students attending WSU.  Entitled, “AROUND THE 
WORLD WEDNESDAYS,” the series began Wednesday, 
February 13, and run from 12:30-1:30 pm each 
Wednesday during the semester, except for Spring 
Break week, in the Ablah Library Leisure Reading 
Room.  You may bring your lunch or just drop in to 

enjoy.  See you on Wednesdays! 

The dates/topics are: 

February 13:  Columbia 

February 20:  Venezuela 

February 27:  France 

March 6:  Turkey & Turkmenistan 

March 13:  Nigeria 

March 27:  Kenya 

April 3:  Pakistan & India 

April 10:  Sri Lanka 

April 17:  China 

April 24:  Taiwan 

May 1:  Mongolia 

May 8:  Korea 

How about a vacation during lunch? 

KLAEF Awards Spring Scholarship 
 
Congratulations to Circulation Evening Supervisor Ruth Harries, who is the recipient of 
the Kansas Library Association Educational Foundation Scholarship. In addition to her 
responsibilities at University Libraries, Ruth is pursuing a MLS degree at Emporia State 
and anticipates graduating this Spring. See the announcement on KLA’s website at 
www.kslibassoc.org. 

http://www.kslibassoc.org


Tech Corner 
Technology Development Team 

Dean Gilstrap recently assembled the Technology Development Team to address technology related issues 
in the libraries. Some of the primary objectives of the team are to identify and communicate emerging 
technologies to improve user experiences, facilitate the use of technology to automate work tasks, 
mainstream and centralize data for reporting and assessment, and develop marketing strategies for library 
services. Team members are Gemma Blackburn (chair), Mary Walker, Melissa Mallon, Nick Wyant, and 

Stephanie Versch. Please send us any technology related questions, comments, or ideas.  

Online Conference 

A few members of the Technology Development Team attended the online conference HTML5 & CSS3: 
Ready for Prime Time? on February 8, 2013. Many aspects of emerging web technologies were covered, 
including making sites more efficient with new standards, a new approach to dynamic maps, Modernizr, 
and more. The complete session list is available here: http://www.amigos.org/HTML5_CSS3. If you wish 

to view the recordings of these sessions, or have a copy of the handouts, please let Gemma know.  

News from Access Services  
Working together to RAPIDly serve our students 

After an excellent customer service experience 

during a visit to Ablah Library, a Chemistry 

graduate student showed his gratitude to Betty 

Sherwood, Interlibrary Loan Borrowing Specialist. 

In an email from February 7 he wrote: 

Dear Betty-Thanks for your help making available 

the journal I requested for me. I would like to 

thank the front desk library staffs who helped me 

to fill a form to get the journal and appreciate 

their eagerness to help me and other students. 

 

This particular article was 

delivered our RapidILL system. 

The total process time-including 

a citation correction by ILL staff 

and electronic delivery from The 

Scripps Research Institute in La 

Jolla, CA-was only 55 minutes! 

Spring Semester has definitely arrived 
 
Punxsutawney Phil predicted an early spring for 
2013, but it only takes one glace at our library 
attendance to see that the semester is well under 
way. Trends show that our busiest days are 
Mondays, with the highest count of exactly 3,200 
on February 4th. Just look at traffic patterns since 
January:  

 

Ablah Library Attendance 1/8/13-2/7/13 

http://www.amigos.org/HTML5_CSS3


The next two presidents, John Finlayson (1922-1927) 
and Harold Foght (1928-1934), lived in the on-campus 
residence.  In 1925, the Finlayson family welcomed a 
baby girl to the home, still on record as the campus’ 
youngest resident.  Dr. Foght's campus plan, devised 
in the late 1920s while he lived in the home, 
suggested the Georgian Revival-style president’s 

residence that was built a decade later. 

President William Jardine (1934-1949) helped secure 
New Deal funding for several campus buildings and 
improvements, including a suitable campus home for 
the president.  Before the president’s residence was 
completed, though, the Jardine’s lived in a series of 
rental homes in the city, one of which was situated 
along railroad tracks.  Jardine joked that, at this 
address, he and his wife, “had to turn sideways in bed 

to let the trains go by.”   

The current home, completed in 1939 and located at 
1820 N. Hillside, was built for $21,000.  Some funding 
came from the federal Public Works 
Administration.  C. F. Boucher, a Wichita architect, 
designed the house to complement the style of 
Wilner, McKinley, Jardine and Morrison 
Halls.  President Jardine and his family were the first 
residents.  Since then, Harry Corbin, Emory Lindquist, 
Clark Ahlberg, Warren Armstrong, Eugene Hughes, 
Donald Beggs and now John Bardo have called it 

home. 

The large, five-bedroom home has been renovated 
several times over the years.  A family room was 
added in 1959.  The kitchen was remodeled in 1993 
and 2005.  A sunroom that was once a porch was 
enclosed in the 1980s, and a solarium was added in 
1999.  Another renovation occurred in 2001 when the 
living room was made into a formal dining room.  Most 
recently, a 2000-square foot addition with a dining 
room, catering kitchen, restrooms and storage was 
added in 2007.  Plantings, landscaping and fencing 

have been upgraded periodically. 

As the farewells to former WSU president Donald 
Beggs fade away and we get to know the new 
president, Dr. John Bardo, here's a look at where our 

presidents have resided since 1895. 

From 1895 to 1904, Fairmount College's first 
president, Nathan J. Morrison, along with his wife 
Miranda and son Theodore, resided at 1604 
Fairmount, just a few blocks south of campus.  Many 
years later, Joe Walsh of the Eagles lived at the 
address as a youngster, and, in the 1990s, he 
purchased the home and partially restored it.  In 1904 
the Morrison's moved down the street to 1547 
Fairmount which currently is for sale.  (See photos of 

and listing for the property here.)    

Our next president, Henry Thayer (1907-1914), and 
his family moved into a new home at 1705 N. 
Holyoke, across the street from the women's 
residence hall known as Holyoke Cottage.  According 
to the Wichita Beacon newspaper, construction on the 
home was completed in 1908 and included the use of 

foundation stones shipped in from Augusta, Kansas. 

Upon arriving in Wichita, President Walter Rollins 
(1914-1921) and his son initially resided in the men's 
dormitory, Fiske Hall, while wife Mabel and daughters 
lived down the street in Holyoke Cottage.  The 
Rollins's were the first occupants of an on-campus 
residence for the college president completed in early 
1916 and located just inside the 17th and Fairmount 
entrance near the site of present Henrion Hall.  In 
1933, the home was acquired by the Men of Webster 
fraternity and later moved to its present location at 

1720 N. Vassar.   
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