
InfoShock 
W i c h i t a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i e s  July 23, 2012 

The Annual Library Staff Association Summer BBQ was 
held on Wednesday, July 18th from 11am-2pm in the 
staff break room. Even though it was another day of 

record breaking heat, Jack Robertson 
from Technical Services voluntarily 
grilled veggie burgers, halal burgers, 
hamburgers and hot dogs for all 
library staff members and student 
employees to enjoy. The main course 
was provided by the Staff 
Association, and an array of potluck 
side dishes, fruit, and desserts were 
shared. Thanks to the Social 
Committee members this year: 
Gemma Blackburn, Marlene Hoglund, 
Jo Plumb, Jack Robertson, Robyn 
Tiemeyer and Muhammad Usmani. 

The committee would also like to extend a special 
thank you to Kathi 
Adams, Connie 
Basquez, and Chris 
Feeney for their help 
in making this event 
such a success and to 
all the donations by 
the libraries staff.  

Summer Picnic  

Farewell  
Sai Deng is moving to Orlando to become a Cataloger/Metadata Librarian at the University of 
Central Florida.  Her “farewell” party was held on July 10th and featured a beautiful cake, 
fresh fruits, and fun gifts.  We hope she will make good use of the WuShock flip-flops and 
sunscreen!  In her remarks Sai mentioned how much she has appreciated her colleagues, the 
opportunities she received while working at the WSU Libraries and how much she has 
learned.  We extend our best wishes to Sai, and wish her well in sunny Florida.  (Even as we 

envy her weather in February!)  

Learning Commons Update 

A new planetary (overhead) scanner has been placed 
near the help desk.  Bring your flash drive and try it 
out.  This new scanner is part of an overall plan to 
refurbish the Learning Commons. Other changes 
happening this week include relocating the 
Community Resource computers to the Reserve area 
and moving the iMacs from Reserve into the Learning 
Commons.  Next week, new computer tables will be 
arriving to replace the old wooden tables from the 
sixties and the grey carrels from the eighties.   Plans 
also are underway to replace the beat-up lounge 
chairs that are currently placed along the windows.   
 

Painting Update 

The painters are finishing up the painting in the lower 

level.  During the next two weeks they will begin 

painting areas on the first floor. The first floor 

painting will concentrate on the public areas, the 

Dean’s suite, and a few walls and door frames in 

Technical Services. Their final areas to paint will be 

the public restrooms and center stairwell railings. 

Facilities Update 

Thanks Jack! 
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News from Access Services  
Christmas in July 

So much new equipment is 

arriving in the library this 

month that it’s starting to 

look at lot like Christmas in 

Access Services. Two new 

MacBook Pros have been 

added to our collection of 

circulating laptops, a TI-84 

Graphing Calculator is now 

available to patrons, and two 

eagerly anticipated iPads for 

Access Services staff are now 

in use. 

Spring cleaning in July 

With the shift of materials to the expanded compact 

shelving area well underway, John Stewart and his crew 

of student employees have begun clearing out broken, 

mismatched, or obsolete library 

items that wandered into that area 

over the last few years.  These 

photos are just a portion of metal 

and plastic 

picked up by the 

Physical Plant.   

 

 

 

 

New in Reserve 

Since the large wooden Index 

tables have been removed 

from Reference, the Career 

and Employment materials 

have been relocated into 

Reserve.  “[Reserve] 

probably is a more visible 

location for those 

materials,” says Janet Brown, who is responsible for 

reviewing and updating the collection. This collection 

features general career guides, information on specific 

career areas, and helpful college sources covering topics 

such as financial aid and graduate programs.  

The End of an Era 

The NMI 2020, once one of the most 

abundant breeds of microform 

viewer, has failed to adapt to 

climate change among library 

researchers, and is now on the verge 

of extinction. 

Originating from North America’s 

Pacific Northwest region, the natural 

environment of the NMI 2020 is dark 

and dusty. It thrives when provided with electricity and 

ample amounts of its primary food source, microfilm. 

Even in the best of conditions, the NMI 2020 is 

overshadowed by other, more adaptable breeds such as 

ST Imaging’s Viewscan, which is capable of digitizing 

microforms in order to produce highly-coveted PDF files 

or JPG images. 

Though small colonies of the NMI 2020 can still be found 

in large public libraries in areas populated by 

genealogical researchers, the sole surviving NMI 2020 

residing in Ablah Library will shortly fall victim to 

natural selection. 

To make you smile 

One of the most 

useful features of 

the LibCal software 

allows library 

patrons to name 

their own 

reservation for 

public view, identifying which group is in which study 

room. Stephanie Versch shares the screen shot of one 

study group that looks to have been getting a lot of use 

out of the library recently.  

Ruth Harries, Stephanie Versch, 

and Carrye McGrath with the new 

staff iPad 



Frank Lloyd Wright designed Education Center later 

renamed in his honor. 

His main objective, though, was to get WU into the 
state system of higher education.  He was convinced 
that WU had to become a state school to serve 
students in the most populated area of the state at 
affordable tuition costs.  His efforts were met with 
great opposition, especially by supporters of the 
University of Kansas and Kansas State 
University.  President Corbin first requested state aid 
in the mid-1950s and was put off year after year by 
legislators who weren’t ready to give Wichita such a 
valuable asset.  He chose to undertake a statewide 
campaign over several years to educate the 
electorate while pressuring elected officials to bring 
the question to a vote.  Finally, on March 27, 1963, 
the Kansas Legislature approved WU’s entrance into 
the state system.  Wichita voters overwhelmingly 
confirmed the plan May 14.  To the shock of many, 
Harry Corbin resigned 

three days later. 

One might think 
Corbin would leave 
Wichita after the 
bitter battle.  Instead 
he rejoined the 
faculty and taught 
religion and 
philosophy for over 20 
years at Wichita State 
University, the state 
university he helped 
bring to reality.  He 
died in Wichita in 

1990. 

Harry Finch Corbin was intimately familiar with the 
University of Wichita when he was selected as its 
president in 1949.  A native Kansan who grew up in 
Wichita, he graduated from WU with a political 
science degree in 1940.  When tapped for the 
presidency, he didn’t have to move far.  Already on 
campus as an associate professor of philosophy and 
political science, his office was only one floor up in 
Administration Hall, later renamed to honor his 

predecessor, William Jardine. 

Born in 1917, Corbin moved as a youth from Latham 
to Wichita.  He attended Park elementary, Central 
intermediate and North and East high schools.  A 
tennis champion, he won the city title in 1934 and 
again in 1947.  After graduating from WU, he 
attended Stanford University with fellow Wichitan and 
future wife Sally Hyde, granddaughter of A. A. Hyde, 
philanthropist and inventor of Mentholatum 
ointment.  Corbin changed his course of study and 
university, eventually receiving a divinity degree from 
the University of Chicago in 1943.  World War II took 
him to Alaska as a chaplain with the Navy’s 
Seabees.  After the war he joined the faculty at WU 
and completed his law degree at the University of 

Kansas. 

At the time of his hiring in 1949, Corbin was 32, 
making him the youngest major college president in 
the U.S.  He also was the first alumnus and first 

faculty member to become president. 

Among the achievements of Corbin’s 14-year tenure 
was the addition of many new campus 
buildings.  Those still in use are Ablah Library, 
Brennan residence halls, Neff Hall, Grace Memorial 
Chapel, the Engineering and Math-Physics buildings, 
Duerksen Fine Arts Center, the Field House (now 
Charles Koch Arena), Campus Activities Center (now 
Rhatigan Student Center), Grace Wilkie Hall and the 
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Tech Corner 

Voyager Test Server 

The next Voyager upgrade (to version 8) is planned for December.  Part of this 

upgrade will involve moving the Voyager software off Solaris to the Linux 

operating system. Erik Mallory has set up a test server so we can try out the 

software and offer training on the new platform before migrating.  If you have 

an idea for a new Voyager procedure that you would like to try out on the test 

server, please talk to Gemma. 

The Website Team would appreciate your input! 

Please send any ideas you have for the library webpage to a member of the 
web team (Gemma, Rachel C., Susan, Stephanie V.). If there’s a website out 
there you really like, please send us a link. If you’ve seen any conference 

presentations on best practices, please tell us about it. 

Harry Finch Corbin, 1950 




