
The Music and Languages Innovation Center 
Now Officially Open  
The grand opening of the Music and 

Languages innovation Center (MALIC) 

was held Thursday, May 5 in Jardine 

313.  Remarks were made by Ravi 

Pendse, CIO and Interim Dean of 

University Libraries; Rodney Miller, 

Dean of Fine Arts; Gary Miller, Provost 

and Vice President of Academic Affairs, 

and Donald Beggs, President of Wichita 

State. The ribbon cutting featured 

President Beggs, Provost Miller, Rachel 

Crane, and Wilson Baldridge, Chair of 

the Modern and Classical Languages and 

Literatures Department. During the 

event, tours were conducted showing the 

language lab’s language and classroom 

technology, the keyboard studio with its 

Sibelius music composition software, the 

open study area featuring both Mac and 

PC workstations along with listening 

equipment, and the music stack area. 

Entertainment was provided by two 

Music faculty members, Sterling Gray 

on guitar and John Goering on piano.   

 

Congratulations go out to all who were 

involved in this project.  Members of the 

Music Library Language Lab Task force 

included Rachel Crane, Muhammad 

Usmani, Michael McGlynn (MCLL) and 

Russ Widener (Music).  Others joining 

the task force at various times included 

Steve Dickerson (UCATS), Jim Pearce 

(MRC), Gary Brichacek (Facilities 

Planning), and Stephanie Sauls assisting 

with meeting minutes.  A big thank you 

also goes out to all who were involved in 

moving the music collection two times 

and setting up all of the technology 

including John Stewart, Rachel Crane, 

Cathy Ramirez, Kathy Downes,  and 

Muhammad Usmani.  Student and 

graduate  assistants involved in the 

project included Manuela Geck, Debritu 

Lakew, Jacob Goering, Linda Rice, 

Caleb Smith, Lydia Pirelli, Stephanie 

Randall, Kristin Ramirez, Hashim Iqbal, 

Mohsin Raza, Farhan Hussain and Moin 

Mohammad.   A special thank you goes 

out to the entire Crane family who 

helped build shelving ranges, move 

materials, and provided overall support.  
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In an effort to change to a more efficient and green workflow, 

Circulation has incorporated a new scanner into the fine 

payment process. As patrons pay their fines, the fine receipt is 

scanned into a pdf file for the library’s records. This new 

equipment will allow staff to print only one copy of the receipt 

instead of two, and the current dot matrix receipt printers will 

gradually be phased out. The goal is to free up space at the 

Circulation Desk and make the process as paperless as 

possible. Library staff has found the new scanner to be very 

user friendly and have already adjusted to the new process. 

“It’s scannerific!” says John Stewart, Ablah Library Stacks 

Supervisor.   

Access Services would like to congratulate their Student 

Assistant Jacob Goering.  Jacob is graduating this month with 

Bachelor of History and Anthropology degree with a minor in 

Religion. He plans to go to graduate school after pursuing 

opportunities to study abroad in either Germany or India. Best 

of luck to Jacob in his future ambitions!  
 

In addition, the library faculty and staff would like to congratulate 

Robyn Tiemeyer as she completes her MLS degree from Emporia 

State University.   

News from Access Services  

Congratulations Jacob and Robyn! 

Afghanistan Unveiled Event 

The University Libraries recently joined the Holmes Museum 

of Anthropology and Department of Anthropology in hosting a 

very exciting event. In conjunction with the “Aghanistan Lost” 

photographic exhibit currently on display in Ablah Library, 

Shaista Wahab, Curator of the Arthur Paul Afghanistan 

Collection at the University of Nebraska at Omaha Library 

presented the 2003 film, “Afghanistan Unveiled: Obstacles & 

Opportunities for Afghan Women” on April 21st in Hubbard 

Hall. A native of Afghanistan, Professor Wahab served as the 

oral history researcher for this film, spending several months 

in that country training several Afghan women in video 

interviewing techniques. These filmmakers who were the first 

team of women video journalists trained in Afghanistan, 

interviewed women from different ethnic backgrounds from all 

over Afghanistan about the impact of Taliban rule and the U.S. 

bombing, on their lives and on the lives of their families and 

communities. Before the showing of the film Professor Wahab 

gave an enlightening talk on the history of women’s rights and 

status in  Afghanistan. Following the film, nearly half of the 

audience of 100 retired to the 

library for a reception and 

viewing of the photographic 

exhibit. Thanks goes out to all 

in the library who helped make 

arrangements for the reception 

– including Stephanie Sauls, 

Kathy Downes, and Cathy 

Moore-Jansen.  

A large group gathered for the final event of this year’s 

Poetry and Fiction Reading Series, a collaborative reading 

series co-sponsored by the WSU Libraries and Department 

of English. The final reading featured six MFA student 

poets: Amanda Hash, Brandon K. Rush, Nahum Welang, 

Ruth Moritz, Jennifer Kaeser, and Jay McMahan. As always, 

the students offered a refreshing point of view. 

This year’s events offered a range of unique voices from 

Scott Blackwood, WSU Fiction Writer in Residence, to 

Jessica Garratt, Visiting Faculty Member in Poetry. 

Audience members were also treated to a discussion on the 

state of publishing and independent booksellers from Sarah 

Bagby, owner of Wichita’s Watermark Books. One of the 

most poignant and well attended events was the retirement 

party of longtime WSU faculty member Jeanine Hathaway. 

Jeanine read several poems, including a selection from her 

award-winning The Self as Constellation (PS3558.A746 S45 

2002). 

Did you miss one of the readings? All Poetry & Fiction 

Reading Series events from the spring semester are available 

to view in SOAR: http://soar.wichita.edu/dspace/

handle/10057/3415. Special thanks go to Cathy Moore-

Jansen for all of her hard work in making the 7th Annual 

Poetry & Fiction Reading Series a great success! 

7th Annual Poetry & Fiction Reading Series Wraps Up 

http://soar.wichita.edu/dspace/handle/10057/3415
http://soar.wichita.edu/dspace/handle/10057/3415


Kathy Downes and Susan Matveyeva have been working with Office of Research Administration and the CIO to provide WSU 

researchers with a local option for storing, managing, and archiving their data through the use of SOAR, the University’s 

institutional repository.  Susan distributed a survey on research data management practices to the WSU grant recipients who had or 

have grants in years 2009 – 2011.  Several funding agencies have begun requiring formalized Data Management Plans be 

developed for grant-funded activities.  Learning about current practices of WSU researchers will help Libraries to respond more 

effectively to their needs and help address these new proposal requirements.    

Survey on Research Data Management Practices 

Symposium held Wednesday, May 4, at the Marcus Welcome 

Center.  

Lorraine Madway made two recent presentations in April as 

a Kansas Sesquicentennial Speaker on the topic: “Struggle and 

Resilience: Kansas during the Great Depression.”  The first 

event was in Halstead at the Kansas Learning Center for 

Health on April 14, and the second was at the Watkins 

Community Museum of History in Lawrence on April 23.   

Gemma Blackburn presented at the KLA conference, on 

April 7. Her presentation was titled, “Use This, Not That! Free 

alternatives to popular software.” It explored alternatives to 

desktop applications like Microsoft Office and Photoshop, and 

compared the products side-by-side. 60+ people attended the 

presentation. 

Kathy Downes served as the lead judge in the oral 

presentation category at the seventh annual university-wide 

Graduate Research And Scholarly Projects (GRASP) 

Faculty Members On the Road 
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government documents stacks, and both Blackburn’s and the 

Systems Offices.  The replacement will begin on May 23rd and 

is expected to take 5-7 working days.  Unit administrators will 

be working with Kathy Downes to assist area in preparing for 

the project.  

You may have noticed that the carpet in the first floor public 

spaces is looking a little dingy. Although this carpet is only 

three years old, a manufacturing defect has caused the dye to 

deteriorate.  The carpet manufacturer has offered to replace all 

of the defective carpet free of charge.   Areas scheduled for 

carpet replacement include: all Access Services areas that have 

the blue now greenish carpet, Reference (Learning Commons), 

Carpet to be Replaced Starting May 23th 

Once again it is time for us to let the students know how 

much we appreciate them. The spring Student Appreciation 

event is Wednesday, May 11 through Friday May 13. The 

Student Appreciation Committee is asking for home baked 

cookies (or ones that look homemade). We give away about 

1,400 cookies each semester. Please let Marlene know how 

many cookies you are able to donate, 

marlene.hoglund@wichita.edu.  

Volunteers are also needed to hand out goodies and visit 

with students all 3 days from 9-11 AM and 2-4 PM.  Please 

check your schedule and let Marlene know if you are 

available to help.  

Not a baker? Donations of individually wrapped tea bags, 

cans of coffee, powdered creamer or sugar and sweetener 

would also be appreciated.  Please let Connie Basquez know 

if you are able to donate these items:  

connie.basquez@wichita.edu. 

WSU Dining Services is donating sheet cakes, and 

Thursday evening Enrollment Services is donating cookies 

and drinks. We are very happy that they are once again 

helping us with this event. Thank you for your continued 

support and assistance with this event.   

Student Appreciation Time! 

mailto:marlene.hoglund@wichita.edu
mailto:connie.basquez@wichita.edu
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Infoshock  

A newsletter for the WSU Libraries 
Employees by the Employees 

 
This edition: Stephanie Sauls, Kathy 

Downes, Mary Nelson 
 

Special articles: Rachel Crane, 
Melissa Mallon, Susan Matveyeva, 

Nan Myers, Robyn Tiemeyer 

Eighty-five years ago this spring, WSU’s earliest predecessor Fairmount College was all but ready to move to Topeka and merge 

with Washburn University, due to continuing financial troubles.  To keep the college afloat in the early 1920s, Fairmount’s president 

and governing board considered mergers with Kingfisher College in Oklahoma as well as with Friends University here in Wichita.  

By the mid 1920s, city-supported universities were a new idea in American education, 

and Kansas’ legislature granted permission for the state’s larger cities to create them.  

A vote on the topic was held locally in 1925, and Wichitans said no thanks to 

transforming Fairmount into a city university.  A year later, after a vigorous campaign 

by local businesses, educators, newspapers and Fairmount alumni, citizens approved 

the gift of the college to the city and agreed to a tax increase of one-tenth of one cent to 

help fund the new university.  Fairmount’s leader Dr. John Finlayson was retained as 

president, and the college name was perpetuated in the Fairmount College of Liberal 

Arts and Sciences.  The University of Wichita, also known as WU, was the first 

municipal university west of the Mississippi River.  In 1964, WU joined the state 

system as Wichita State University.  

From the Archives  

Just in case you missed it.  The statues 

in front of the library have been some 

what fashionable lately and perhaps a 

little risqué. 

Just for the Fun of it! 

Please join us  

in a celebration thanking  

Dr. Ravi Pendse  

for serving as the  

Interim Dean of the Library 

Wednesday, May 25, 2—4 PM  

Library Staffroom 

Editorial cartoon by Ben Hammond of the 

Wichita Eagle  


