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Unclassified Professional Senate 
Meeting Minutes – March 2, 2004 

210 Rhatigan Student Center 
 

I. Call to order: President Harpool called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. in 210 RSC. 
a. Senators present: Dotty Harpool, Barbara Mason, Linda Matson, Mark McCain, Kristi Mohler, Gary Ott, 

John Rankin, Ellie Skokan, Mike Wood, Cindy David, David Butler, Joe Kleinsasser, Kevin Crabtree, 
John Lee, Marilyn Yourdon. 

b. Senators absent: John DuVall, Rich Renollet. 
c. Ex-Officio members present: Mike Erickson, Mike Turner. 
d. Guests: Ted Ayres, WSU Vice-President, Amy Leiker, Sunflower 

 
II. Review of Agenda – President Harpool reviewed the agenda and moved the discussion about HR Partners up 

to the top, however the minutes will remain in the original order. 
III. Review and Approval of minutes – A motion to approve the February 17, 2004 minutes was made by Senator 

Matson, seconded by Senator David. Motion passed 15-0. 
IV. President’s Report 

a. Topeka Trip - President Harpool said it was a fabulous trip. There was a very positive response. Connie 
Dietz sent the senate members a summary of the trip. The group also was able to meet at lunch with a 
group of UP’s from KU. KU’s UP setup is very different from our system and they are interested in 
talking with us more about how our system works and working together on common causes. 

b. Council of Deans – President Harpool reported that the ERP decision has been made but cannot be 
announced until given approval by the State. The Engineering and Fine Arts Dean searches are getting 
close the end. The Faculty Senate was asked to evaluate President Beggs for the Board of Regents 
evaluation by the BOR. President Harpool will ask why the UP Senate is not involved in this evaluation. 
The WSU Performance Agreement has been forwarded to the BOR. The BOR is working on putting 
together a database for all regent type universities and colleges in Kansas that will include student, faculty 
and staff information. 

c. Policies and Procedure Manual Additions and Revisions – Chris Cavanaugh sent information to President 
Harpool about updates to the PPM. Contact President Harpool if you would like more information about 
these changes. Senator Skokan would like the UP Senate to at least know about changes before they are 
approved. 

V. Committee reports 
a. Service – Senator Mohler reported that the Car Show committee is meeting more frequently and that they 

are still looking for volunteers for the event. 
b. Professional Development – No report. 
c. Recognition – Senator Skokan reminded everyone nominees are due Friday, March 4, 2004. 
d. Legislative – Nothing to add to Topeka trip report earlier. 
e. Grievance – Mr. Turner reported that there is nothing new. 
f. Election – President Harpool said their first meeting is scheduled. 
g. Dining Service – Senator McCain said they are meeting next week. 
h. Classified Civil Service Committee – Mr. Turner reported that the core group is working on more 

information before meeting again. 
 

VI. New/Continuing Business 
a. Spring General Meeting – President Harpool confirmed that President Beggs would be our Keynote 

Speaker. The general meeting will be on May 11, 2004. 
b. HR Partners – Ted Ayres and Mike Turner were invited to talk about HR Partners. President Beggs has 

requested that the UP Senate discuss the issues involved in requiring unclassified searches to use HR 
Partners and give the advantages and disadvantages of the product. Mr. Ayres feels that it adds to the 
applicant pools, improves data collection for the recruiting process and has been very successful for the 
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classified applicant process. Senator Yourdon feels one advantage is that it is accessible to applicants at 
any time because it is online and a disadvantage is that if you copy and paste your resume’ into the 
product it will make it look very simple. Mr. Turner said applicants can also attach their resume’ to the 
application. Mr. Ayres added that search chairs can also require applicants to send in their resume’ as 
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part of the process, which is currently what happens. Senator Kleinsasser said he just completed a 
classified hiring and said that it is much easier than the old process and the quality of applicants seemed to 
be better. Senator Skokan asked how many outside of the state and state system applied? Senator 
Kleinsasser was not sure, but one of the finalists was self-employed. Senator Butler asked if the search 
advertised in outside publications would the applicants still need to go through HR Partners? Mr. Turner 
said yes they would use the portal to start their application process. Mr. Ayres added that there is no 
limitation as to where you advertise your job, just that the HR Partners part would be part of the criteria to 
complete to apply for the position. Mr. Turner said that screening of applicants can be done by only your 
search committee and not pass through the WSU HR office at all. Senator Wood feels it will work for the 
unclassified process after seeing the demonstration last week. His only concern is applicants having to re- 
enter all the resume’ type information into the application. However, other schools are already doing this 
now. Senator Skokan asked how it would increase the applicant pool for national searches? Mr. Ayres 
feels that exposure will be enhance through the HR Partners product. Senator McCain said that it helps 
with the EEO reporting and completing the grid for HR.  President Harpool thanked everyone for his or 
her participation in the demonstration last week and the discussion. 

c. Board Of Regents Meeting - President Harpool said the BOR will be here on April 26, 2004 and we are 
scheduled to meet with them at 9:30 am in 212 RSC. President Harpool would like suggestions as to 
what we should do with that time. Please send any ideas directly to President Harpool. 

 
VII. As May Arise 

a. UP Listserv – Senator Matson said she spoke with Mike Erickson and the listserv is ready to go. They are 
about to change to a new listserv software package so there may be a delay until the listserv is in use. 

VIII. Adjourn –Meeting adjourned by President Harpool at 9:35 am. 
 

Meeting minutes submitted by Kevin Crabtree, Unclassified Professional Senate Secretary 


