
Wichita State University Libraries
Progress Report

2012-2013



WSU Libraries' 2 Millionth Volume is a rare broadside 
printing of the Wyandotte Constitution, one of only three known copies.  A 
second print copy is at the Newberry Library in Chicago and a third one at 
Harvard. 

The Wyandotte Constitution, named for the city where it was adopted, was 
the legal instrument under which Kansas was admitted to the Union.  Each of 
the copies was printed in Leavenworth, at the State Register O�ce, as 
explained by a small yellow label attached to the reverse side of each of the 
documents.  Many Kansans would have read the document in this broadside 
format.
 
When this document was written in 1859, the territorial legislature was 
controlled by those who wanted the state to be free of slavery.  They held a convention to draft the fourth 
attempt at a constitution.

Unlike the three previous ones, the draft gained the approval of both a majority of Kansas residents and the U.S. 
Congress.
 
The delegates crafted a document which excluded slavery (Bill of Rights, Sec. 6), but which granted su�rage only 
to white males of 21 years and older (Article 5, Sec. 1), thereby denying blacks, Native Americans, and women the 
right to vote.  The constitution did grant women the right to participate in school district elections (Article 2, Sec. 
23), and to own property, and it gave women equal rights in the possession of their children (Article 15, Sec. 6).
 
The document also responded to the prevailing sentiments of delegates who considered the huge territory as a 
drawback and �xed the western boundary of Kansas east of the Rockies at 102° west longitude (the 25th 
Meridian). 

The convention adopted the constitution on July 29, 1859, over the opposition of all the Democratic delegates 
who were outvoted by the Republican majority.  A bitter partisan contest for rati�cation followed along the same 
party lines, and on October 4, 1859, supporters won by almost a 2 to 1 margin (10,421 to 5,530).
 
Copies of the proposed constitution were sent to the U.S. Congress and a bill for Kansas’s admission was 
introduced on February 4, 1860.  Although the House of Representatives passed the bill, southern senators 
delayed its passage in the Senate.  The election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860 and the departure of 
southern senators as their states seceded from the Union decreased opposition to Kansas’s admission as a free 
state.  On January 29, 1861, Congress voted to admit Kansas as the 34th state in the Union and to accept the 
Wyandotte Constitution as the charter of the new state.  Although many of its provisions were changed over the 
years, this constitution remains in legal e�ect to this day.
 
WSU Libraries acknowledges the generosity of Michael Heaston, who underwrote the acquisition of this 
noteworthy volume to the collection.  “It is an extremely important day for Wichita State University,” said Heaston 
at the celebration. “The Wyandotte Constitution is the most important state document an academic institution or 
museum can acquire, and it is the foundation for the great State of Kansas and the freedoms we know today.”



Message from the Dean
It has been a year full of movement at Wichita State University!  President John Bardo began our aggressive 
strategic and master facilities planning process, started construction on our new dormitories, and 
completed renovations to the Rhatigan Student Center.  We were also delighted to welcome Tony Vizzini, 
our new Vice President for Academic A�airs, to the Shocker family in July.  And, of course, the WSU Men’s 
Basketball Team made it to the 2013 NCAA Final Four!

It has also been a very exciting year for the WSU Libraries.  We reached a major milestone for any research 
library with the addition of our 2 Millionth Volume.  Through the extreme generosity of one of the 
University Libraries long time donors, Michael Heaston, we were able to acquire a rare broadside of the 
Kansas “Wyandotte” Constitution, the only known copy in the State of Kansas.  Our Library Instruction 
Program began curriculum mapping for WSU academic departments while librarians increased the 
number of individual WSU courses in which they embedded their research assistance.  We have expanded 
University Libraries collections, with signi�cant research additions for each of the colleges at WSU as well 
as joining RapidILL, a national consortium for fast interlibrary loans.  And we continued our digitization 
project for the WSU Libraries Special Collections, ranging from William Lloyd Garrison manuscripts and the 
Aitcheson Collection of Rare Books to WuShock through the years and the WSU SGA Centennial Collection.  
Additionally, SOAR, the University Libraries institutional repository, ranked 59th among the top 100 
repositories in the country!  

We also completed renovations to the Ablah Library Learning Commons which have more than doubled 
the space on the �rst �oor for collaborative learning for WSU students.  In addition to the new, �exible 
furniture that has been added to the Learning Commons, we have expanded PC and Mac workstations, 
added more laptops and iPads, updated our group study rooms, and created a new media production 
area.  And student and faculty physical use of the main and branch libraries has continued to increase.  We 
saw almost 600,000 students and faculty in the University Libraries this year and answered over 67,000 
research questions.   People who spend time in the University Libraries realize how much it is used and 
appreciated.  In fact, during the master facilities planning process conducted this year, WSU students 
identi�ed Ablah Library as the heart of the WSU campus! 

On behalf of the faculty, sta�, and students who work for 
the WSU Libraries, I would like to thank you for your 
support during this past year.  We would not be able to 
accomplish all of these projects that make us nationally 
competitive if it were not for the generosity and support 
of donors, alumni, students, faculty, and even 
colleagues across the nation.  When you consider the 
di�erent philanthropic choices available to you 
throughout the year, giving to the WSU Libraries is one 
area that has direct and immediate impact for all 
students, sta�, and faculty at WSU!  

Donald L. Gilstrap
Dean and Professor of University Libraries   



University Libraries 
Major Accomplishments FY 2012-2013

Facilities

• Ablah Library Learning Commons 
   are completely remodeled.  New  
   comfortable furniture, office 
   chairs, and computer table runs 
   have been added for student use

• 58 tons of shelving and 
   collections were moved to open 
   up floor space for the expansion 
   of the Learning Commons

• Collaboration spaces for students were 
   added to the first floor Learning Commons, 
   including multi-mobile device large 
   monitor display collaboration tables, 
   portable white boards, new comfortable 
   furniture, and group project areas

• Learning Commons furnishings and 
   electrical infrastructure was replaced or 
   enhanced to better support technology 
   workstations

• Increased the number of PC and iMAC 
   workstations available to students

• Wireless printing was added throughout 
   Ablah Library

• Archival quality planetary scanners were added to the Learning Commons for use by students and faculty
• Painting of all public areas was completed, and carpeting was replaced in expanded Learning Commons
• Student study spaces and DVD shelving space increased by reallocation of space in the Reserves area 

Services
• 577,248 onsite users in main and branch libraries 
• 1,434,162 Online Catalog searches 
• 1,569,605 visits to SOAR, the University Institutional Repository, with 875,000 title downloads
• 6,933,579 University Libraries scholarly database searches 
• 894,882 full-text downloads from databases 
• 400,000 log-ins to public workstations
• 391,047 physical and electronic books were circulated 
• Interlibrary Loan:
   o  8,865 Digital and print items borrowed from other libraries 
   o  7,996 Digital and print items lent to other libraries 
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• 286 Library Instruction Program sessions were 
   taught to 7,247 students
   o  46 hours of LASI 170 Introduction to 
        Library Research sections were offered

• 85 in-depth research consultations were 
   provided to 103 individual or small groups of 
   students

• 47 courses were supported through our 
   embedded librarian service in Blackboard 
   reaching 1,569 students

• 30 Public programming events were offered 
   with attendance of approximately 2,450

• 67,064 questions were answered from all 
   service points via in-person, Text-A-Librarian, online    
   chat, email, and phone

New services 
• iPad check-out service developed

• Scan-on-Demand service implemented 
   with eCommerce solutions 

• Demand Driven Acquisitions pilot project  
   was implemented.  Platforms and methods    
   developed to purchase books and ebooks 
   by title were added 

• University Libraries joined the national 
   consortium RapidILL for extremely fast 
   document delivery turn around times for 
   students and faculty

Collections
• 50,772 items were added to the collections, including new books, e-books, serials, audio, video, as well 
   as government documents and patent data

• University Libraries Online Catalog database management and metadata creation:
   o  21,502 items records created and modified
   o  63,611 holdings records created and modified
   o  602,378 bibliographic records created and modified
   o  6,612 new authority records added

Technology
• CONTENTdm, an enterprise level content management system for University Libraries Special Collections 
   was added, training was received, and creation of digital collections is in progress
• Major University Libraries enterprise systems upgrades completed:
 o  ILLiad – interlibrary loan (3 upgrades)
 o  SOAR-DSpace Institutional Repository
 o  Ex Libris Voyager migration to Linux, with software upgrade (2 upgrades)
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The University Libraries Special Collections and 
University Archives continued their work on a major digitization project that started 
in FY2012.  Projects are listed in detail below and increase the access and impact of our 
valuable Special Collections for the Wichita area, as well as bring focus to these wonderful 
resources at the national and international levels.

Digitization Projects in Special Collections, FY 2013 

• 20th Century American Political Pamphlets
• Civil War Sanitary Fairs
• Gordon Parks Collection
• A. A. Hyde Collection of William S. Soule Photographs

• Panama Canal Photograph Collection
• William Lloyd Garrison’s Letters and Editorials
• Slavery, Anti-Slavery, and Emancipation
• Kansas Basketball and the 1936 Olympics

• Sod House Photograph Collection
• Web Quinius Collection of Wichita Beacon Images
• SGA Centennial Collection
• WuShock Through the Years

• Blaeu’s New World Maps
• Robert T. Aitchison Rare Books
• Kansas Maps of Craig Miner
• Harry Adams Photograph Collection
• Omnibus College Scrapbook of Merle Packard

       
            
           
              

  

        
       
         

        
       

       
   

    
      

    
    

   
   
    

     
     

      

    

        

    

          

 

Map of Paraiba in volume 11, the New World, of 
Joan Blaeu's Atlas Maior, 1662

University of Wichita Student Council organizing 
carpools to conserve gasoline during World 
War II, November 1943 Parnassus

County & Township Map of Kansas and Nebraska, W. H. 
Gamble & S. Augustus Mitchell, 1880

Letter of refusal by William Lloyd Garrison to 
serve on funeral arrangements committee for 
Rev. C. T. Torrey with letterhead image of 
Sojourner Truth with the caption "Am I Not a 
Woman and a Sister," Boston, May 15, 1846
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WSU Libraries Shocker Open Access Repository (SOAR) 
programs and services provide a publishing platform for graduate student research and 
increased visibility and access to faculty research publications around the world. 
Currently, SOAR’s collections have over 5,000 unique titles, and 1,051 titles  were added 
in FY2013. 

This year, 1,569,605 visitors from around the world 
viewed and downloaded 875,224 titles of WSU 
authors’ works housed in SOAR. The Ranking Web of 
World Repositories ranked SOAR 59th among the 100 
Top U.S. institutional repositories, 71st among North 
American repositories, and 226th among the world’s 
1,563 institutional repositories. 

University Libraries continues to 
grow the SOAR database with the 
goal of collecting currently 
produced faculty and graduate 
student research articles, 
proceedings, theses, and 
dissertations.  Moving forward, 
University Libraries plans to add 
research works written by WSU 
authors in the previous 25-30 years. 

Projects this year included: 

• All theses and dissertations of WSU Graduate students

• Selected WSU faculty publications

• Wind Energy Report Series of the Center for Energy Studies
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University Libraries 
Instruction Program

Learning Outcomes

• Examine relationship between critical
thinking and research

• Identify strategies for successful
assignment design

• Discuss alternatives to traditional
research assignments

• Choose appropriate assessment
methods

The 
Research & Critical Thinking 

Connection
21st century students

       
         Information overload

                     Problem solving & analytical 
                     thinking in the workplace

Tips for Assignment 
Design

Collaborate 
with 

librarians

Set clear 
expectations

Focus on 
transferable 

skills

Encourage 
communication

Be creative!

Stay up-to-date

Alternative Research 
Assignments

Poster Presentations

Concept Mapping

Evaluative 
Annotated 

Bibliographies

Citation 
Hunts

Compare/Contrast 
Research Tools

Thoughtful 
Questioning

vs.

Research 
Journals/Logs

Assessment Tools & 
Techniques

Assessment 
Tools

• Peer and self-assessments
• Evaluate student portfolios
• Standardized tests
   • ETS Proficiency Profile
   • Watson-Giaser Critical Thinking Test
   • California Critical Thinking Skills Test
• Capstone course reflections
• Rubrics Rubrics



Information literacy is essential to the success of learners in the 21st century, and is the basis of lifelong 
learning. The information, visual, media, and digital literacy concepts at the center of the Library Instruction Program 
provide students with the skills they need to become successful critical thinkers, e�ective communicators, and 
productive citizens.

Librarians are dedicated to partnering with faculty and instructors to ensure that students become �uent in 21st 
century literacy skills. Faculty librarians are available to partner with faculty at the department/program level to build 
students’ research skills through a variety of educational approaches.

Course-related Instruction – Hands-on instruction in using University Libraries resources, which 
includes time for students to practice, is one of the best ways for students to learn to do research. Librarians tailor the 
session to include those resources most useful to the topics students will be researching. Faculty librarians teach an 
average of 150 course related instruction sessions per semester and participate in over 50 individual or small group 
consultations regarding course research each year. This personalized assistance allows for learning that extends well 
beyond the classroom.

LibGuides – The University Libraries recently launched a new online research guide software called LibGuides. 
Librarians work with faculty members to create customized, dynamic guides targeted to speci�c research assign-
ments or projects.  Librarians can enhance the LibGuides with instructional videos and tutorials, search boxes to 
relevant databases, or instruments for assessing student learning. Most course-related research guides are embedded 
in Blackboard for easy student access. 

Curriculum Mapping – Curriculum maps are grids for subject-speci�c research and information literacy 
skills. They include a sequence of skills that are meant to be developed at di�erent levels of a student's academic 
career. One of the major bene�ts of a curriculum map is that it introduces students to new concepts and skills over 
time, beginning at the freshmen level and progressing through their senior year. Library instruction in upper level 
courses builds on previous instruction, ensuring that students are developing transferable skills that can be used 
beyond graduation. WSU Libraries has developed a general curriculum map for skills and concepts students should 
master throughout di�erent stages of their career at WSU, and is in the process of creating discipline speci�c maps. 

Digital Literacy Workshops – These workshops are o�ered to students, faculty, and sta�, and are 
designed to strengthen attendees’ research skills and use of online tools. Workshop topics o�ered this past year have 
included online collaboration tools, cloud-based presentation software, eBooks, creating visual representations of 
research, and managing one’s digital identity.



Gifts to the University Libraries by donors have a direct and immediate impact for 
WSU students and faculty, as well as the Wichita community.  This generosity enables us to add 
signi�cant collections to the University Libraries which help WSU researchers to compete at a national 
level.  We appreciate your continued support!

New eBook Packages

APA books E-Collection 2013
Electronic access to the full text of American Psychological Association published scholarly and 
professional books in PDF format for the full copyright year 2013. 

EBSCOhost eBook Collections (Health Care Knowledge & Management, Allied Health & Nursing)
Over 300 frontlist electronic books from EBSCO in the areas of nursing, allied health, and health care 
management.

IEEE-MIT Press eBooks
Computer science and engineering MIT Press eBooks hosted on the IEEE Xplore Digital Library.  There 
are more than 450 titles, including cutting-edge titles focusing on scienti�c and technological 
innovations in the �elds of computer science, arti�cial intelligence, information theory, computer 
programming, information technology, and electrical engineering. 

SpringerLink Engineering eBooks 2013
Over 700 ebook titles added to the collection in the areas of mechanics, robotics and control, circuits 
and systems, mechanical and structural engineering, materials science and nanotechnology, among 
others.

Finance Pro
Finance Pro provides access to hundreds of titles covering �nancial and accounting topics, including 
new laws, regulations and standards.

New Databases

Eighteenth Century Collections Online, Part I and Part II
Consisting of every signi�cant English-language and foreign-language title printed in the United 
Kingdom during the 18th century, along with thousands of important works from the Americas, 
Eighteenth Century Collections Online (Part I and Part II), a scholarly digitization project, bears witness 
to what many scholars consider the three most signi�cant events in world history — The American 
Revolution, The French Revolution and The Industrial Revolution — this two-part resource features: 
canonical titles of the period as well as contemporary works that analyze and debate those titles and 
works by both well-known and lesser-known authors.  From books and directories, bibles and sheet 
music, to sermons and pamphlets, Eighteenth Century Collections Online features a variety of materials 
to provide a critical tool for both faculty research and classroom use. 

Sabin Americana, 1500-1926
Based on Joseph Sabin's bibliography, Bibliotheca Americana – A Dictionary of Books Relating to 
America From its Discovery to the Present Time, Sabin Americana, 1500–1926 is an online collection of 
books, pamphlets, serials and other works about the Americas, from the time of their discovery to the 
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early 1900s. It is rich in original accounts of discovery and exploration, pioneering and westward 
expansion, the U.S. Civil War and other military actions, Native Americans, slavery and abolition, 
religious history and more.  It covers a span of 400 years in North, Central and South America, as well as 
the Caribbean; providing primary source material critical to the understanding of the society, politics, 
religious beliefs, literature, customs and momentous events of the times. Access to this resource was 
provided by the generosity of the Ablah Family.

Historical Statistics of the United States
The standard source for the quantitative facts of American history, Historical Statics of the United States 
has been completely expanded and revised.  It is a compendium of statistics from over 1,000 sources 
and re�ects thirty years of new data and scholarship. Topics ranging from migration and health to crime 
and the Confederate States of America are each placed in historical context by a recognized expert in 
the �eld. 

Europa World Plus
Europa World Plus is the online version of the The Europa World Year Book and the nine Europa Regional 
Surveys of the World.  It combines the famous, authoritative worldwide coverage of The Europa World 
Year Book with regular online updates. It delivers fast, impartial economic, political and geographic 
background information and statistical data by country, and includes thousands of directory contact 
details with click-through web links and a comprehensive listing of more than 2,000 international 
organizations.  

Oxford Language Dictionaries Online
Oxford Language Dictionaries Online o�ers Oxford's bilingual language reference content in an 
expanding range of languages. Including Chinese, French, German, Italian, Russian, and Spanish, this 
website features essential language resources, completely comprehensive bilingual dictionaries, and 
unique study materials that provide extra help with learning and using an expanding range of 
languages. The Oxford Language Web, an innovative new feature o�ers translations in 13 languages, 
including Arabic, Polish, Portuguese, Japanese, Korean, and Thai.

Expanded Databases

Nineteenth Century Collections Online, Added Parts 5-8
A multi-year global digitization and publishing program focused on primary source collections of the 
“long” nineteenth century. Collections for this program are sourced through partnerships with major 
world libraries as well as specialist libraries, and content includes monographs, newspapers, pamphlets, 
manuscripts, ephemera, maps, statistics, and more.  Current collections include:  British Politics and 
Society; Asia and the West:  Diplomacy and Cultural Exchange; British Theatre, Music, and Literature:  
High and Popular Culture; and Corvey Collection of European Literature:  1790-1840. Access to this 
resource was provided by the generosity of the Ablah Family.

Slavery and Anti-Slavery, Part IV
Emancipation was added to the Slavery and Anti-Slavery collection this year.  This is a four part 
collection on the transatlantic slave trade and the global movement for the abolition of slavery from the 
sixteenth through the nineteenth centuries.  The collection already included – Part I:  Debates over 
Slavery and Abolition, Part II:  Slave Trade in the Atlantic World, and Part III:  the Institution of Slavery.  It 
contains books, serials, manuscript collections, Supreme Court records and briefs, essays, biographies, 
bibliographies, and more.



Special Collections and University Archives serves an important role in acquiring, 
preserving, and making available collections of rare books and incunabula, 
manuscripts, University Archives, Kansas maps and atlases, and photographs. Its 
purpose is to enhance the Wichita State University Libraries general collections 
and to support the research and teaching programs of Wichita State University 
and the community at large. This past year saw several important additions to the 
collections.

Noteworthy Acquisitions:

•   Leonardo da Vinci. Trattato della Pittura. Nuovamente Dato in Luce . . . Da Ra�aelle 
du Fresne. Also: Leon Battista Alberti. Della Pittura (and) Della Statua. Edited by 
Raphaël Trichet du Fresne, who contributed biographies of Da Vinci and Alberti. 
Translation of Alberti’s treatises by Cosimo Bartoli. Illustrated with numerous 
engravings in text, of which 19 are after Nicolas Poussin, founder of the classical 
school of painting in France. Folio. Jaques Langlois, Paris, 1651. First Edition.  Two 
parts in one volume. First edition in the original Italian is much rarer than the �rst French edition of the same 
year. The Italian edition also contains the treatises on painting and sculpture Della Pittura and Della Statua 
of Leon Battista Alberti, which do not appear in the French edition.

•   Macrobius. In Somnium Scipionis exposition and Saturnalia.  Illustrated with a woodcut map of the world 
and seven woodcut diagrams. Text in Latin with extensive passages in Greek. Folio. Printed in Venice by 
Philippus Pincius, 29 October 1500. 5th edition of Macrobius’s two extant works, and the last incunable 
(pre-printing press) edition of this important classical author. 

•   Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius. Boetius com Triplici Commento ... Consolatio philosophica & disciplina 
scholarium. Cum ... diui Thomae & Jodoci Badij Acen[n]sij comme[n]tarijs ... ab Humberto Montemoretano 
emaculatis erroribus correcta. ...   Illustrated with 21 woodcut illustrations depicting events of Boethius’ life, as 
well as a few astronomical and geometrical diagrams, and numerous historiated woodcut and metalcut 
initials. 4to. Printed by Jean Marion for Simon Vincent, [Lyon,] 1521. Text in Latin. 

•   Robert Wilkinson. The Merchant Royall. A Sermon Preached at 
White-Hall before the Kings Maiestie, at the Nuptials of the Right 
Honourable the Lord Hay and his Lady, upon the Twelfe day last 
being Ianuar. 6. 1607. Illustrated with woodcut illustration of a naval 
man-of-war on title page. 8vo. London; Printed by Felix Kyngston for 
John Flasket . . . 1607. First Edition. 

•   Robert Wood. Les Ruines de Palmyre, Autrement Dite Tedmor 
Au Désert. Par Dawkins et Wood en 1751. Copie produite de 
l’Edition originale in folio imprimee a Londre en 1753. 
Illustrated with 57 full-page or folding plates, including 1 large 
folding view of Palmyre. 4to. Paris; Chez A Constantin, Editeur...  
Firmin Didot ... Bance ..  1819. Second Edition. 
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•   Lancelot Blackburne. The Unreasonableness of Anger.  A Sermon Preach'd before the Queen, at White-Hall, 
July xxix. 1694. 8vo. 

•   Francesco Petrarch.  De Remediis Utriusque Fortunae . . . Rotterdam: Ex O�cina Arnoldi Leers, 1649. 

•   Protection Certificate issued to Henry Greenough by the State of Massachusetts, District of New Bedford, 
August 3, 1838. 

•   Disposition of 44 slaves from the Alabama Estate of J.W. England signed by the Commissioners of Wilcox 
County, ca. 1852.

•   Appointment of Mary A. Paschall as Postmaster at Trenton, Indiana, by William Dennison, Postmaster 
General, Washington, D.C., May 16, 1866. 

•   Heckstand Fur EF 122 und JU 388: Secret German Air Force Proposal of a Gun 
Turret for the Last of the Proposed German Bombers, August 29, 1944. 

•   C. W. Parker Carousel glass negative designed by Charles W. Parker, ca. 1900

Noteworthy Donations:

•   Broadside printing of the Kansas Constitution, also known as the Wyandotte 
Constitution. 

•   Thomas Merton Rare Book and Manuscript Collection, donated by 
Michael Heaston

•   Mentholatum Company and Hyde Family Collection, donated by John 
Hyde 

•   Clif Major and Kathy Roush Collection 

•   William Buchanan Papers 

•   John Richardson Papers 

•   Pamphlet Collection on Kansas’ struggle for statehood as a result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854-1860

•   “Integration at Fairmount,” Script and photographs of a program presented on KARD-TV (NBC), Channel 
3, and produced by the University of Wichita, November 26, 1960.

•   Gordon Parks, Gordon Parks: Collected Works, 5 vols., Göttingen: Steidl; London: Thames & Hudson, 2012.

•   Books, anthologies, and journals containing poems and other writings by Albert Goldbarth.

•   The Russo-Japanese War: A Photographic and Descriptive Review of the Great Con�ict in the Far East, New 
York: P.F. Collier & Son, 1904.

•   Marshall Everett, editor. Startling Experiences in the 
Three Wars: War in China, the Philippines, South Africa, 
Chicago: Educational Co., [1900].

•   The American Settler: A Guide to Emigration from 
Europe and Settlement in North America for All 
Classes, London: The Anglo-American Times, Volume 
3, January-April, 1881.

•   The Klassy K, Newsletters published on board 
U.S.S. Kansas, from June 9-August 26, 1921, during the �nal voyage of the Kansas; the last issue contains a 
history of the ship from its commissioning in 1907.

...and University Archives
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Ablah Library was built in 1962. Over 
the years the building has had two major 
additions: a 70,000 square foot addition 
completed in 1989 and the 1999 addition 
of the E.K. and Kathlien Edmiston 24-Hour 
Study Room.  

The McKinley Chemistry 
Library, a branch of the Wichita State 
University Libraries, is located on the 
�rst �oor of McKinley Hall. This library 
houses chemistry course reserve 
materials as well as a collection of core 
chemistry journals and reference 
materials. The circulating chemistry 
book collection and non-core chemistry 
journals are located in Ablah Library. 

The Thurlow Lieurance Memorial 
Music Library  is located in the Music 
and Languages Innovation Center, in Jardine 
Hall, room 313, along with the Savaiano-Cress 
Language Lab.  Begun as a departmental 
collection, the holdings were incorporated 
into the University Libraries system in 1981.  
The library is named in honor of composer 
and former dean of the Wichita State 
University School of Music, Thurlow 
Lieurance.  The collection consists of scores, 
sound recordings (compact discs, 
phonograph records, audio cassettes, 
streaming audio and video), and basic music 
reference materials. The collection's primary 
purpose is to support the School of Music 
curriculum, therefore the acquisition of new 
materials emphasizes the current areas of 
study and performance.  
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In the fall of 2011, University Libraries began a 
facilities planning project to create new learning spaces 
within Ablah Library.  The Reference volumes and a 
portion of the Government Documents were relocated.  In 
the spring of 2012, the installation of additional compact 
shelving was completed in the lower level of Ablah 
Library.  These changes allowed for the University 
Libraries to begin the �rst phase of creating the Learning 
Commons. 

In the fall of 2012, University Libraries continued to consolidate the Government Documents 
and Reference collections.  This allowed for the removal of 1,000 shelves, freeing up more space to 
extend the Learning Commons.  

The new University Libraries Learning Commons provides WSU Students:

•  Increased availability of iMac and PC workstations

•  Reference desk with librarians who answer over 67,064 
research questions per year

•  Four collaboration tables with large digital screens, 
including, Apple TV and Barco Clickshare systems to facilitate 
wireless sharing of large screens 

•  Wireless printing options added 
throughout Ablah Library  

•  Added additional electrical outlets 
including outlets that support USB 
charging 
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           •  Five mobile white boards

•  Available for checkout while in Ablah 
   Library, 10 iPads and 22 laptops (6 
   Macbooks and 16 Dell)

•  New, more comfortable furniture with 
   movable tables

•  New easy-to-use, hi-tech planetary 
   (overhead) scanner
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Additional facility improvements and facility use enhancements were made to Ablah 
Library during the 2013 �scal year, including:

•  Updated group study rooms with new 
   tables and chairs, and wall mounted 
   large screen monitors 

•  Installed Springshare’s LibCal 
   software allowing WSU students to 
   make study room reservations online 
   up to 7 days in advance.  The 
   software shows room capacity, 
   availability, and includes a feature 
   that allows the user to customize the 
   name of the reservation.  By replacing 
   the paper method, the LibCal system 
   prevents errors in scheduling and has 
   allowed library sta� to increase the 
   number of reserved study rooms 

•  Created a media production area, 
   providing an iMac computer with several 
   media production applications, including: 
   Garage Band, Adobe Creative Suite 6, 
   iMovie, iPhoto, iWork, Facetime, Quick 
   Time Player, MicroSoft Office, and Lync. 
   The Production Area also has available for 
   checkout a Blue Snow�ake Microphone, 
   green screen, Bose headphones, Intuos5 
   tablet, iPad, iPad tripod, camera tripod, 
   Canon camcorder, and Belkin Rockstar 
   headphones splitter



5 Steps to Becoming a Better Business Researcher
University Libraries presented as a workshop for the 2013 Barton School Business Week.

Around the World Wednesdays
University Libraries partnered with the WSU Cultural Ambassador Program during the spring semester with a series of country programs 
presented by international students attending WSU. 

Designing Research Assignments that Promote Critical Thinking
Workshop presented for the O�ce for Faculty Development and Student Success (OFDSS) Faculty Development Series. 

English GTA Orientation
University Libraries orientation for new English Department Graduate Teaching Assistants.

Faculty Orientation
Orientation for new WSU faculty as an introduction to collections and services o�ered by the University Libraries. 

Gale Products Workshop
Dinah Ramirez, Gale Representative, presented a demo and training for new Gale digital collections including NCCO, America's Historical 
West, and Slavery & Anti-Slavery.

Game Night
University Libraries hosted Game Night in Ablah Library, providing an opportunity for 
students to relax and have fun playing table games as well as electronic games! This event 
was co-sponsored with the WSU Student Activity Council. 

WSU Graduate Teaching Assistants Orientation
An introduction to University Libraries resources to support graduate teaching assistants’ 
research and teaching. 

Information Literacy for Teaching and Learning
Part of the O�ce for Faculty Development and Student Success (OFDSS) Faculty 
Development Series.

Integrating Library Resources in Blackboard
A workshop for WSU faculty on how to connect articles and more into their courses. Part of the Media Resources Center's eLearning calendar.

International Education Week
University Libraries hosted International Education Week in Ablah Library for cultural ambassador programs given by students from other 
countries studying at WSU. Programs included China, Taiwan, Mongolia, Korea, India, Pakistan, Venezuela, Colombia, Quebec, Canada, and 
the USA. In addition, there was a University-wide information session on how American students can study abroad. 

Learn More Technology Fair
University Libraries co-sponsored the Learn More Technology Fair with WSU Media Resources. Exhibits from campus units featured a variety 
of technology options at WSU.

My Travels in China and Tibet
Dr. Schuyler Jones spoke about his travels in China and Tibet as an anthropologist. A retired professor of 
anthropology at Oxford University, Jones also served as Curator of the Pitt Rivers Museum.  On a local 
note, he is a native of Wichita and grandson of Wichita founding citizen, J.R. Mead. Dr. Jones also 
discussed his recently reissued memoir, Stranger Abroad, a collection of stories from his life and travels 
all over the world followed by a reception and book signing. 

Reading by Dr. Richard Spilman
The Department of English and University Libraries celebrated the career of Dr. Richard Spilman with a 
reading from the author. He has published short stories and poems in a variety of journals. His �rst 
collection of stories, Hot Fudge, published by Poseidon Press, was on The New York Times notable Book 
list for 1990, and his second, The Estate Sale, won the George Garrett Prize and was published by Texas 
Review Press.  The Night Speaking, a collection of poetry, won the Sacramento Poetry Center Prize, and Suspension, a poetry chapbook, won 
the New American Press award. He has also received a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship.
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ReBoot Camp
Presented information on University Libraries resources and services that can be embedded in Blackboard for the Media Resource Center's 
ReBoot Camp.

Research Made Simple for Graduate Students
A workshop for Wichita State graduate students to discover tips and tools for staying connected and keeping up with the latest research in 
their discipline.

Satellite Shocks
An orientation to University Libraries resources, presented at the WSU West and South Campuses.

SmartSearch Launch Ceremony
An o�cial release of the University Libraries new enterprise level discovery layer service. 
This event included short instruction sessions, promotional giveaways, and recognition of 
the naming contest winner - student Kim Webb- who selected the name SmartSearch.

Web of Science Workshop
WSU Libraries o�ered workshops on citation searching for all interested faculty, including 
those preparing tenure and promotion. Faculty learned how to search for cited references 
to their own works, using Web of Science and other citation tools, and how to use Journal 
Citation Reports to �nd a journal’s scholarly impact factor. 

Writing Now, Reading Now: Wichita State University Reading Series
The Reading Series features various authors reading from their work.  Featured authors 
included:
•   Fiction writer K.L. Cook, author of Love Songs for the Quarantined (2011), The Girl from 
    Charnelle, and Last Call.  Cook is the 2012 WSU Visiting Distinguished Writer.
•   Award-winning author Pam Houston. Houston is the author of Contents May Have 
    Shifted(2012), Cowboys Are My Weakness, Sight Hound, Waltzing the Cat, and the essay collection A Little More About Me. Her short story,   
    "The Best Girlfriend You Never Had" was picked by John Updike for the Best American Short Stories of the Century. 
•   Poets Philip Pardi (Meditations on Rising and Falling) and Susan Briante (Utopia Minus). 
•   Award winning poet Malena Mörling, author of Ocean Avenue and Astoria. Mörling is the 2013 WSU Visiting Distinguished Poet.
•   Readings by graduating MFA students in the WSU Department of English's Creative Writing program. 
The series is sponsored by WSU Department of English, Ulrich Museum, University Libraries, Department of Women's Studies, and Watermark Books 
& Cafe.

WSU Libraries Digital Literacy Workshop Series
This workshop series is designed to strengthen attendees’ research skills and use of online tools. 
•   Building Charts in Microsoft Excel 
    This workshop covered how to build and format charts in Microsoft Excel. 
•   Formatting Papers Drop-in Help
    Librarians were available to help students with formatting research papers in Microsoft Word and formatting citations on a �rst-come, 
    �rst-serve basis during the weeks leading up to �nals.
•   eBooks: From Search to Download
    Attendees learned about the WSU Libraries' eBook collections, including how to search for eBooks, eBook formats, and downloading 
    eBooks to di�erent devices. 
•   Getting the Most out of Google Drive
    Students learned how to maximize their Google Drive account and learn how to get anytime, anywhere access to your documents. 
•   Introduction to EndNote Citation Manager
    Students learned how to set up an account, upload references, and generate a bibliography. 
•   Introduction to Prezi
    This workshop introduced the basics of Prezi, a cloud-based presentation software that provides a fun and dynamic alternative to 
    PowerPoint. The presentation included tips for "best practices" in Prezi creation. 
•   Managing Your Digital Identity
    Covered strategies for creating consistency among social pro�les and developing a professional online presence. 
•   Surviving Group Work: Online Collaboration Tools
    Attendees learned tips for organizing group projects, and found out about new social collaboration tools and online workspaces. 
•   Using Google Apps
    This workshop covered how to get the most out of a Google account, including Google Drive, Google Scholar, and more.

...and Outreach



For more information on how 
you can develop a cash gift or 

establish an endowment or 
planned gift for the University 

Libraries, please contact the 
University Libraries Dean’s 

O�ce at 316-978-3586.

Donations

The creation of endowments, major gifts, and individual monetary donations support the 
advancement of University Libraries programs in many important ways that have immediate and 
direct impact for WSU students and faculty, as well as the Wichita community. During this past year, 
donations and funds from endowments were used to subscribe to several signi�cant scholarly 
research sources, purchase new books and media for the collections, and enhance research and study 
environments for our students and faculty. This year the University Libraries was pleased with the 
continued rise in gifts received during the Annual Fund Campaign. All donations are appreciated and 
valued. The University Libraries would especially like to recognize those who provided major gifts 
received during the year, those who preserve the legacy of the WSU Libraries through their 
establishment of endowments, and those who have contributed at the individual level.

Major Gifts 

Bill Ard (Orlin E. Ard Revocable Trust)
Julie L. Cornett
Coleman Company 
Lee Riley
ExxonMobil Foundation
Paul and Rebecca Longsworth
Fluor Foundation
Drs. James and Patricia Harris
Michael Heaston
Family of Marge Page

Individuals and Corporations 

Marijean Berg
Henry Betzer
Larry Davis
John Dawson
Kathy Downes
Michael Epstein
Earl Gatewood
Ellen Horn
Rubina Khan
Nancy Mambi
Patrick McCarty
James and Beverly Mershon
John Morse
Angela Paul
Martha Reed
John Rei�
Linwood Sexton
Andrew Simpson
Anna Smith
Frederick Van Buren
Najib Zaid
Anwer Zaidi
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Ongoing endowments

21st Century Campaign 
Frank and Harvey Ablah Families Fund 
Frank and Harvey Ablah Families Fund - Special Collections 
Harry B. Adams Endowed Libraries Fund 
Jackson P. Adams Endowed Book Fund 
Simone M. Baldwin Library Endowed Fund 
Mr. Paul J. Becker Patent Library Endowed Fund 
Walter H. and Olive Ann Beech Collection Endowed Fund 
Harold and Mary Brammer Endowed Fund 
Owen L. Cope and Sarah Amsden Memorial Fund 
Corbin Family Library Fund 
Henry Drummond, Margaret Drummond and Charles Drummond Memorial Fund 
Sam Edelman Endowed Library Fund 
J. Eric Engstrom Endowed Library Book Fund 
J. Eric Engstrom Endowed Sta� Support Fund for University Libraries 
Deanna Foshee Library Fund 
Charles Gra�y Preservation and Archives 
Drs. James Harris and Patricia Wyatt-Harris Library Fund 
Hyde Family Fund 
M. Alice Isely Memorial Book Fund 
Geri and Fran Jabara Endowed Library Fund 
Library Associates 
Library Endowed Fund 
Charlotte and Ken Lunt Distinguished Assistantship in the University Libraries 
Lloyd McKinley Endowed Memorial Library Fund 
Brian McLeod Library Fund
Dr. James C. Mershon Special Collections Endowed Fund 
George W. and Mary C. Miller Memorial Library Fund 
Leo and Maud Morgan Memorial Book Fund 
Harrie S. Mueller Fund 
New Academic Program Initiatives Library Endowment 
Marge and Bob Page Library Fund 
Lee and Carolyn Riley Endowment 
Lee R. Riley Distinguished Graduate Assistantship University Libraries 
Rossdutcher Library Fund 
Seamans Memorial Library Fund 
Paul and Ruth Tasch Endowed Special Collections Fund 
Marian E. and Robert A. Teall Endowed Library Fund 
Dr. Edward N. Tihen Endowed Memorial Fund 
Wayne Hung Wong and Kim Suey Yee Wong Endowed Library Fund 
Catherine Conklin Yingling Endowed Library Fund
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Contact Us

Wichita State University Libraries
1845 Fairmount
Wichita, Kansas 67260-0068
316-978-3586
libraries.wichita.edu

Wichita State University does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of race, religion, 
color, national origin, gender, age, sexual orientation, marital status,political a�liation, status as a veteran, 
genetic information or disability. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
nondiscrimination policies: Director, O�ce of Equal Employment Opportunity, Wichita State University, 
1845 Fairmount, Wichita, KS 67260-0205; telephone (316) 978-6791.
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Wichita State University is one of three research universities in Kansas and is 
the state’s only urban serving research university.  WSU is a Carnegie High Research 
university, has 15 teams competing in NCAA Division I, is second in the nation among all 
universities for research funding for aerospace engineering, and is home to the National 
Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR).  WSU enrolls approximately 15,000 students 
annually in the Fairmount College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Engineering, 
College of Health Professions, College of Education, Barton School of Business, College of 
Fine Arts, and the Graduate School.  WSU o�ers 64 undergraduate programs in more 
than 200 areas of study, 43 masters programs in 100 areas of study, and ten doctoral 
programs in communicative disorders and sciences, educational administration and 
supervision, educational leadership, aerospace engineering, electrical engineering, 
industrial engineering, mechanical engineering, chemistry, mathematics, and human 
factors and community/clinical psychology.

The University Libraries system is one of three research libraries in the State 
of Kansas and is comprised of the main Ablah Library, the McKinley Chemistry Library, 
the Thurlow Lieurance Memorial Music Library, and Special Collections and University 
Archives, and serves the South, West, and Downtown campuses of WSU.  The WSU 
Libraries is a member of Lyrasis, the Coalition for Networked Information, RapidILL, and 
Portico, as well as several state and regional organizations. The WSU Libraries houses a 
comprehensive collection containing over 2 million volumes, 55,000 journals, 200 
electronic databases, and features an innovative Special Collections and University 
Archives with notable collections of rare books and incunabula, 19th and 20th century 
manuscripts, and one of the largest photographic archives of Kansas history.  The WSU 
Libraries has been a Federal Depository Library for over 100 years and is one of the only 
U.S. Patent and Trademarks Resource Centers in the region.




